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BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

The City of Paris has gained a po-
liceman, and may soon loose two 
historic but dangerously dilapidated 
downtown buildings.

Edgar County native Toby Krabel 
was sworn in as a new city police offi-
cer to open the Monday, July 23, meet-
ing of the Paris City Council. Krabel, 
a veteran officer serving the past seven 
years as Chrisman police chief, was ac-
companied by family members, Paris 
Police Chief Mike Henness and fellow 
officers as he took the oath from May-
or Craig Smith.

Another ceremony at the opening of 
the session honored a well-known Par-
is musician and teacher, Susan Hiddle. 
Smith presented Hiddle a plaque and 
proclamation recognizing her career 

as a music instructor for Paris District 
95 schools, her eight years as manag-
er and director of the Paris Municipal 
Band and her continued service as 
music director for the Paris First Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

The Wadley Building, on East 
Union Street, dating back to the early 
20th century, will be razed later this 
year by Bell & Bell Demolition which 
was awarded a $10,000 grant plus a 
loan of $5,650 from the city’s Tax In-
crement Finance (TIF) District, to 
apply to the work. The loan will carry a 
3 percent interest prior to repayment. 

Demolition of derelict structures 
within the district is one of the avail-
able uses of TIF funds. The building 
was originally erected as a live chick-
en processing plant, buying chickens 
from area farmers, processing and 

shipping on ice by rail cars to metro-
politan markets.

Prior to World War II this business 
died out and the building became a 
warehouse for rail shipments on the 
New York Central Railroad. This past 
year it was badly damaged by a wind-
storm and left in dangerous condition.

The other property to disappear 
will be the former S.W. Yontz & Son 
Hardware and Plumbing warehouse at 
117 East Court Street. This two-story 
building also dates to the early 1900s 
and had served as a grocery and pos-
sibly an early bowling alley before pur-
chased by the Yontz business. 

It has been unused for a number of 
years and has seriously deteriorated. 
The city council Monday approved 
a purchase contract with the surviv-
ing family members to acquire the 

property for $20,000 after the present 
owners have it demolished and the site 
cleared. Demolition may start as soon 
as next month.

Once the lot is owned by the city, 
it will be available for sale to private 
interests, as is undertaken with other 
building lots acquired by the city. One 
such sale was also approved by the 
council Monday, the sale of the lot at 
410 East Adams. This lot was acquired 
by condemnation to demolish a dan-
gerous residential structure.

The city’s ability to communicate 
will be improved by three actions au-
thorized by the council.

Frontier Communications will up-
grade the telephone systems at city 
hall and the fire and police stations on 
a contract for $6,832.

Old buildings going down 
Demolition of two derelict historic buildings scheduled; new police officer sworn in

See PARIS Page 12A

MISS EDGAR COUNTY 2018 PUTS ON HER TIARA

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press Photo

Kierstyn Allen of Paris is the new 2018 Miss Edgar County Fair crowned by the 2017 Miss Edgar County Fair Meghan 
Ingram. Standing at left is Cera Waltz of Chrisman, the second runner up and Miss Congeniality and right, first 
runner up Olivia Heltsley of Kansas

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Poised and confident, Kierstyn 
Allen had a long-time dream come 
true when she was named the 2018 
Miss Edgar County Fair.

“Since I was a little girl, I dreamed 
of being Miss Edgar County,” said 
Allen. 

She added the dream has re-
mained with her since participating 
as a child in the Little Miss contest. 

“I think that’s what started it,” she 
said. “I got to be on stage and watch 
the bigger girls.”

After that, she attended the an-
nual queen pageants to learn from 
the competition in preparation for 
her turn back on the stage. She won 
the 2014 Honeybee Festival Queen 
title but delayed entering the fair 
pageant for a few years.

Allen graduated Paris High 
School in 2016 and continued post-

poning the fair.
“I wanted to wait until I was ma-

ture enough, and I decided this 
was the time,” Allen said. “Growing 
up, I was on the shy side. As I went 
through high school and college, I 
gained so much confidence in my-
self, and I wanted to express who I 
am.”

According to Allen, competing 
in a pageant is an excellent way for 

Allen crowned queen

See QUEEN, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Times have changed regarding 
how society views adults with in-
tellectual disabilities.

“In the 1970s, people with dis-
abilities were institutionalized,” 
said Shirley Fiscus, community 
services supervisor and program 
transition supervisor for the Hu-
man Resources Center of Edgar 
and Clark Counties. “Now we 
want to get them involved and 
participate in the community – 
just like the rest of us do.”

HRC’s day program has existed 
for approximately 40 years and 
Fiscus explained for most of that 
time the emphasis was providing 
training for special needs adults. 
While that remains part of the 
program, the real focus now is 
how to be a part of a larger com-
munity through activities like vol-
unteering.

This new focus has volunteers 
from the day program tending the 
downtown flowerpots in Paris this 
summer and also cleaning-up and 
weeding the welcome sign dis-
plays at the north and south en-
trances to the city.

Fiscus said 54 people partici-
pate in the day program in both 
counties. Small rotating groups of 
approximately five individuals, ac-
companied by an HRC employee, 
do the volunteer activity. Keeping 
the groups small creates an oppor-
tunity for more people to partici-
pate and the work is only for those 
who want to do it.

Watering the flowerpots occurs 
almost daily and the entrance 
signs are maintained weekly. 

“They’ve really enjoyed seeing 
the flowers grow and change,” said 
Fiscus, adding the opportunity to 
take care of something like the flo-
ral containers and entrance signs 
provides the day care participants 
with an important sense of accom-
plishment.

Joining the 
community
HRC program seeks to 
integrate clients with 
local opportunity

See HRC, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

People attending the Darkhorse 
Theatre Company Edgar County 
production of “Steel Magnolias” 
should be prepared to laugh and 
cry.

That is how stage manager Mela-
nie Clark described what audience 
members can expect during the 
Aug 10, 11 and 12 performances at 
the Tingley Reception Center, 504 
E. Edgar Street, Paris.

Play director Deborah Hale 
agreed. She said the play is about six 
Southern women of different ages 
and economic backgrounds who 
form a friendship and overcome 

tragedy.
“It just felt like a good introduc-

tory show to do in Paris,” said Hale, 
who has a long involvement with 
the Darkhorse Theatre group.

Darkhorse started in Vermilion 
County as a group of theater en-
thusiasts and Hale, who lives in 
Chrisman, wanted to bring that 
same opportunity to Edgar County. 
The group has already done three 
productions at Hidden Garden An-
tiques and Tea Room in Chrisman 
and another Christmas play is in 
the works for the Hidden Garden 
venue. 

“Steel Magnolias” is the first time 
Darkhorse Theatre Edgar County 
has performed in Paris.

The opportunity to participate 
in community theater is long-held 
desire for several of the cast mem-
bers in the six-women ensemble. 

For some, this is the first time to 
perform in play.

“It is awesome,” Paris resident 
Barbara Bergdolt said about the 
continuing development of local 
community theater.

Bergdolt was a cast member of 
the recent Paris Community The-
ater production of the musical “Jo-
seph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat” at the Paris Center of 
Fine Arts. 

“I knew the Lippmans, and I 
know how much they wanted this,” 
said Bergdolt. “It’s great to see it 
come to pass.”

The Lippman family provided a 
trust for the creation of a local com-
munity theater and the trust money 
helped build the Fine Arts Center.

Bergdolt has always had an inter-
est in theater but the opportunity 
to perform was not always available 

outside of high school plays in her 
youth. Performing in “Joseph” was 
the first time she was in a musical, 
and the drama “Steel Magnolias” is 
a departure from the short come-
dies she has done over the years.

“People have said I have a tal-
ent, and I wanted to do more,” said 
Bergdolt, adding “Steel Magnolias” 
is a challenge because she was not 
familiar with the story and had nev-
er seen the movie.

She plays Ouizer, whom she de-
scribed as a character.

“She’s the curmudgeon, and she 
gets most of the laughs,” said Berg-
dolt.

Fellow “Joseph” cast member 
Hannah Bowers plays Annelle. 
Bowers is a senior at Paris High 
School and the youngest member 
of the cast.

“Steel Magnolias” coming to Tingley Reception Center
The Dark Horse Theatre 
Company expands to 
provide Paris with play

See THEATRE, Page 12A
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TODAY

JEEPIN’ FOR A CURE
The Coon Creek Jeep Club is 
hosting a Jeepin’ for a Cure 
event to raise money for cancer 
research. Sign up begins at 10 
a.m. until 12:30 p.m. July 28 
in the parking lot of the Toledo 
American Legion. A parking lot 
party, with food and live music, 
accompanies the sign up period 
until the ride starts at 1 p.m. All 
street legal vehicles are welcome 
and more information is available 
on the Coon Creek Jeep Club 
Facebook page.  

ANDY AVERY IN CONCERT
Andy Avery, former lead singer for 
the rock band Journey, is giving 
a free concert at 7 p.m. Saturday, 
July 28, in the Linn Park Amphi-
theater, Martinsville. Audience 
members should bring their own 
seating.

SUNDAY

RELAY FOR LIFE FUNDRAISER
Relay for Life is hosting a chick-
en/beef noodle dinner 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. Sunday, July 29, at the VFW. 
Proceeds go toward reaching 
the Edgar County Relay for Life’s 
2018 fundraising goal.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human Resourc-
es Center, 118 E. Court Street, 
Paris.
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YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN, AUG. 1
The musical adaptation of Mel Brooks’ “Young Frankenstein” 
opens at The Little Theatre On The Square Wednesday, Aug. 1. 
This side-splitting musical with story and music by Brooks fol-
lows a young neurosurgeon who inherits his grandfather’s castle 
in Transylvania. Dr. Frankenstein (pronounced “Fronk-en-steen”) 
finds himself in the mad scientist shoes of his ancestors as he 
tries to complete his grandfather’s experiments to reanimate 
the dead. Eventually, of course, the monster escapes and hilarity 
continuously abounds. He is aided by the hunchbacked, bulg-
ing-eyed Igor (“Eye-gore”), his curvaceous lab assistant, Inga, 
and the frightfully eccentric housekeeper Frau Blucher, who to-
gether sing a number of catchy tunes like “Transylvania Mania,” 
“He Vas My Boyfriend” and “Puttin’ on the Ritz.” Drew Stark, who 
has been seen this summer as Mr. Applegate in “Damn Yankees” 
and Drake in “Annie” has been cast as Dr. Frankenstein and the 
Monster will be played by Luke Rose. Corey John Hafner plays Dr. 
Frankenstein’s side-kick, Igor and Shannon McEldowney appears 
as the curvaceous Inga.  Direction for Young Frankenstein is by 
Peter Marinaro, who choreographed last summer’s “Mamma 
Mia!” Marinaro is a Los Angles based director, choreographer 
and actor. Choreography for the show is by Daniel Smith. “Young 
Frankenstein” closes Sunday, Aug. 12.  A complete schedule of 
show times and ticket prices can be found at thelittletheatre.
org. Tickets for all Summer Season shows may be purchased by 
calling 217-728-7375 or ordered online at thelittletheatre.org.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

79   59
Prec: 0%

78   60
Prec: 30%

77   62
Prec: 40%

75   59
Prec: 40%

79   60
Prec: 0%

81   61
Prec: 0%

83   62
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly sunny and unseasonably 
mild with highs in the upper 70s.

SUNDAY — Mostly cloudy with highs in 
the upper 70s and scattered showers and 
storms in the afternoon.

MONDAY — Highs once again top out in 
the upper 70s with scattered showers and 
storms.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:47 a.m. 8:07 p.m. 7:59 p.m. 6:24 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:48 a.m. 8:07 p.m. 8:48 p.m. 7:20 a.m.

MONDAY 5:48 a.m. 8:06 p.m. 9:32 p.m. 8:18 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:49 a.m. 8:05 p.m. 10:11 p.m. 9:16 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:50 a.m. 8:03 p.m. 10:51 p.m. 10:14 a.m.

THURSDAY 5:51 a.m. 8:02 p.m. 11:20 p.m. 11:14 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:52 a.m. 8:01 p.m. 11:51 p.m. 12:15 .m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85°/65°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105° in 1930
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49° in 2013

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.61”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.03”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.28”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.67”

NORMAL:    High: 85   Low:4 65   More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher/Editor: Nancy Roberts 
Zeman
Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Maria Crandell
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  

weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

Copyright 2018 by Prairie 
Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

More Info Online at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Moss Auction Team, LLC
Paris, IL 217-465-4545

SYKES FARM EQUIPMENT
RETIREMENT AUCTION

Auction location: Hindsboro, IL. From Arcola, IL travel east on IL Rt. 133 for 12 miles to 
CR 1675E, (1 mile east of intersection of IL Rt. 133 & IL Rt. 130), travel south on CR1675E to 
auction. 

Tractors: 78 Case 2670, 4WD, #8853604, 3,171 hrs. on eng. rebuild, 20.8-34 duals, 2 
remotes, 1000 PTO, 3 pt. hitch, 10 frt. wts., new muffler with aspirator; ‘76 AC 7000, #4737, 
cab-with AC, 4,107 hrs. on eng. rebuild, 420/85R38, 2 remotes, dual PTO, 10 frt. wts., rear 
wheel wts., add-on engine oil cooler; ‘89 Belarus 822, #250628, cab-with AC, MFWD, with 
Leon 636 loader, 6’ bucket, 15.5R38, 1 remote, 1-owner tractor; ‘62 Ford 841 Power Master, 
#158975, new tachometer reads 1,329, 4,700 total hrs., 13.6-28, 12 volt negative ground, 
front hitch; ‘61 Massey Ferguson 65, #SGM658965, 14.9-28.

JD Combine & Heads, Fire-Rescue Truck, Grain Trucks, Gravity Wagons: ‘77 JD 6600 
combine, 3,239 hrs. on eng. rebuild, 23.1-26; JD 443 corn head, 3 poly snouts, 4 stalk 
stompers, hyd. finger reel; JD 220 platform, 3” cut; EZ Trail 672 head carrier;  ‘79 GMC 
K35 Fire-Rescue truck, 4X4, 12,933K, lights & sirens work, front wench, AC generator; ‘78 
Chevrolet K30, 4X4, 12.5’ Midwest grain box & hoist, rear hitch & camera; ‘71 Chevrolet 60 
2-ton grain truck, 366 eng., 5+2 trans., 15.5’ steel floor grain box, 6 newer radial tires, rear 
hitch & camera; DMI D390 big-little wagon, hand-roll tarp, lights, floatation tires, surge 
brakes rebuilt in 2015; DMI D450 big-little wagon, hand-roll tarp, lights, newer floatation 
tires, surge brakes; J&M gravity wagon on JD 1065 gear, airplane tires; J&M gravity wagon 
on JD 1065 gear; gravity wagon on JD 963 gear.

Planters, Tillage Tools, Augers, Mowers, Sprayers: IH 800 Cyclo-Air, 12x30”, corn & bean 
drums, kilderman hyd. fold; JD 7000, 8x30”, Kinze row units; 3 pt. one row JD planter; M&W 
Tilthmaster 1000, 24’, 5 bar spike harrow, new trans. 240/80R15 radial tires; AC 9000 4-16” 
bottom plow; DMI turbo-tiger 7 shank disk ripper; 25’ end trans. rotary hoe; 18’ spike tooth 
drag, wheels & hyd. cylinder; Glenco 8x30” row crop cultivator, rolling fenders, hyd. fold; 
16’ White field disk; Alloway 1410, 8”x60’ swing-away PTO auger; 8”x60’ PTO auger; Massey 
Ferguson 59 3 pt. 5’ PTO mower; Field General 3 pt. 6’ PTO mower; New Holland 3 pt. sickle 
mower; Top-Air 500 gal. pull-type sprayer, #6826, 40’ manual fold, 540 PTO driven pump; 
Progressive 500 gal. pull-type sprayer, 40’ hyd. fold. 

Pick-Up Trucks, 3 pt. Blade, Antique Wagon, Farm Equipment & Shop Items: ‘97 
Dodge Ram 2500, 4x4, 366 eng., rebuilt eng. at 140,000; ‘77 Ford 150 Custom, 1-owner 
truck, 149,729K; 8’ heavy duty 3 pt. hyd. blade; antique horse drawn wood wheel wagon-
NICE; 100 gal. fuel transfer tank, electric metered pump; pair 20.8/34 tires; 20’ galvanized 
chain conveyor, gas eng.; 1200 gal. ploy water tank; 3 pt. box cart; 3 pt. NH3 30’ skip row 
bar, manual fold; 500 gal. fuel tank with 20 gal/minute electric pump; 500 gal. gas tank with 
13 gal./minute electric pump; 3 pt. 200 gal. sprayer tank; 3HP garden tiller; Titan electric 
paint sprayer; 3HP Briggs-Stratton 2” transfer pump; Honda Express moped; (2) Johnson 
outboard boat motors; Worksaver 3 pt. yard spreader; Guardian drill press; 2-3 rack wagons 
of miscellaneous farm supply items and tools.

Seller: William C. Sykes

Thursday, August 9 – 9:30 AM Central
Online Bidding Available at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Douglas Hasler
Longview Bank & Trust
600 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL 61944
217-465-6360 Office
217-822-5371 Cell
douglas.hasler@lpl.com

THURSDAY

SENIOR CENTER BINGO
Burnsides Community Health 
Center of Marshall is hosting 

Beat-The-Heat Bingo 12:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 2, at the Sutton 
Senior Center, Paris. The after-
noon consists of 10 games and a 
coverall, with prizes awarded. The 

senior center offers a soup and 
salad bar on Thursdays. Pricing 
information about the luncheon 
is available by calling 217-465-
8143. Questions about the bingo 
may be directed to 217-826-5328.

MUSIC IN PARK
 The Fabulous Hoedads play a 
free concert 6:30-9 p.m. Aug. 2 
at Spicer Pavilion in Twin Lakes 
Park as part of the 2018 Music 
in the Park concert series. Those 
attending are encouraged to 
bring lawn chairs for seating.

POETRY FOR POETRY HATERS
The Marshall Public Library is 
hosting a special program of po-
etry for people who hate poetry. 
Radio Theatre Players Dudley and 
Janet Crow and retired teacher 
Priscilla Wieck present a variety 
of poems featuring American 
poets with some humorous and 
some story poems. This event is 
6:30 p.m. Aug. 2

FRIDAY

ART EXHIBIT
The River City Art Association 
10th annual juried exhibit opens 
6-8 p.m. Aug. 3 in First Financial 
Bank Plaza, Terre Haute, Ind. The 
exhibit is available for viewing 
during regular banking hours 
through Aug. 30.

UPCOMING

BLACKHAWK NATURE WALK 
The next Blackhawk Park nature 
walk is 8 a.m. Aug. 4. This is a 
good opportunity to spend time 
in the woods and enjoy the sum-
mer wildflowers still in bloom and 
a variety of nesting birds. Meet 
in the parking lot for the 8 a.m. 
start, and the walk takes about 
an hour. 

RURAL SCHOOL REUNION
Aug. 4 is the deadline for making 
a reservation to attend the meal 
portion of the Aug. 12 Edgar 
County Rural School Reunion 
in the fellowship hall at the 
First Christian Church of Paris. 
This event is for anyone who 
ever attended a one-room rural 
school in Edgar County. For more 
information about the event, or 
to make reservations call Marge 
Houghland, 463-7610

PHILLIPS REUNION
The Phillips Family Reunion for 
descendants of Alba and Hosea 
Phillips is Aug. 5 at the Shrine 
Club Campground Shelter in 
Fairview Park, Casey. The meal is 
served at 12:30 p.m.

JONES REUNION
The annual LL Jones reunion is 
Sunday, Aug. 5, at the Marshall 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post. 
Those attending are asked to 
bring personal table service and 
a covered dish. Questions may be 
directed to 217-822-4641.
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The minimum balance to obtain the stated A.P.Y. is $500.00. Annual Percentage 
Yield is accurate as of 7/2/18.  Will automatically renew with applicable rates at time 
of maturity. Interest compounded quarterly. A penalty will or may be imposed for 

early withdrawals. F.D.I.C insured to maximum allowed by law. 

beach ya to it 

 
$500.00 minimum to openDeposit Funds into this CD anytime and for any amount!
$500.00 minimum to open

The Opportunity  Bank  |  BANKPROSPECT.COM

 

All North American Lighting Employees qualify for special Supplier Pricing 
and we are a participating dealer! Please contact us for details!

Auto, Hard Top, Lift
Black

Hemi, Leather, Super Track Pak, 
Sublime

Leather, Navigation, 
Black

 

Leather, Sunroof, Chrome Wheels
Gas Saver, Black

One Owner, Leather, 
Chrome Wheels, White

Manual, 50th Anniversery Edition

2016
BUICK ENCLAVE

2008 
JEEP WRANGLER SARAHA

2015
DODGE CHALLENGER RT

2017
CHRYSLER PACIFICA TOURING L

2003
CHEVROLET CORVETTE CONVERTIBLE

2011
CHEVROLET HHR

SULLIVAN

August 1-12
For tickets call 217-728-7375 or purchase online at thelittletheatre.org

124 N. Illinois Street  • Chrisman, IL  61924

Chrisman American 
Legion EVERY

SATURDAY NIGHT!

Tiki - $5,200
Triple B - $375

Orange - $1,436

Green - $2,004
Purple - $1,127
Jack Pot - $500

Meal Provided Free of Charge
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Paris woman murdered

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DANVILLE — Vermil-
ion County authorities 
have charged Shelley Mur-
phy, 49, with three counts 
of first-degree murder con-
nected with the death of 
former Paris resident Daye 
Murphy, 61. 

Stephanie Weber, Ver-
milion County First Assis-
tant State’s Attorney, said 
the state is alleging Shelley 
Murphy struck Daye Mur-
phy in the head, which led 
to bleeding on the brain. 

Weber said the women 
got into a fight Sunday, July 
22, at their home in the 500 
block of Vance Lane, west of 
Danville.  According to We-
ber, Shelley Murphy struck 
Daye Murphy several times, 
including the mortal blow 

Wife charged with 
murder in death
of Daye Murphy, 61 

to the side of the head.
The investigation revealed 

Daye Murphy went into an-
other room following the 
fight and was not discovered 
until Wednesday, July 25, 
when she was found uncon-
scious on the floor. 

Weber did not say what 

the two women were fighting 
about, but she said Shelley 
Murphy admitted striking 
her partner in the side of the 
head.

Shelley Murphy remains 
in custody on $1 million 
bond ahead of a prelim-
inary hearing on Aug. 3. 

EMPLOYEES ‘LOVIN’ OUR COMMUNITY’ 

Special to The Prairie Press

Members of the Paris McDonald’s community outreach group, Lovin’ Our Community, provide 
support and volunteer at local events, including the cruise-in at Paris Healthcare for National 
Nursing Home Week. Pictured, from left, are Kim Sheets, Debra Kelly, Brody Shanks, Lori Owen, 
Sam Groves, Tammy Livingston and Breanna Bracken.

Making a difference in Paris 

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The employees and man-
agement of the Paris McDon-
ald’s want everyone to know 
they’re Lovin’ Our Commu-
nity — and are demonstrat-
ing it through volunteering 
and supporting a variety of 
projects and activities around 
the Paris community.

The concept and group is 
the brainchild of Sam Mays 
of Paris, who handles public 
relations and community out-
reach for the Paris. 

“The great thing about our 
group is that it is a completely 
volunteer organization,” Mays 
said. “Our employees enjoy 
getting out and showing that 
they are more than a face at 
the drive-up window or the 
counter. They live here and 
care about our community.”

The Lovin’ Our Commu-
nity group is not a corporate 
promotion, according to Paris 
McDonald’s general manag-
er Tedi Thomas. “This is 100 
percent something that Sam 
came up with and carries 
through,” she explained.

Mays, a second semester 
junior majoring in marketing 
at Eastern Illinois Universi-
ty, said the members of the 
group — composed of about 
25 percent of the workforce 
of the Paris store — are busy 
with a variety of events. Once 
a month, members volunteer 
at the Red Cross blood draw 
at the KC Hall in Paris provid-
ing drinks.

A dedicated group of four 
members — Lori Owen, 
Kim Sheets, Debra Kelly and 
Brody Shanks — volunteer at 

the Community Kitchen held 
each Monday at Café France 
in the HRC on East Court 
Street.

“They assist in serving, 
clearing tables and generally 
help,” Mays said. The volun-
teers are recognizable because 
they are wearing the Lovin’ 
Our Community red polo 
shirts. 

Members have also helped 
with the mobile meals for kids 
for the past two years as well 
as for bingo and the car shows 
at Paris Healthcare Center.

At today’s Downtown Paris 
Farmers Market, group mem-
bers will be present to pro-
vide drinks, Mays said. “We 
want people to know what we 
do and we’re involved in the 
community,” he emphasized.

Lovin’ Our Community 
is separate from the in-store 
McEvents projects allow-
ing local groups like scouts, 
churches and other groups to 
raise funds. 

“We are continuing to grow 
this group so people will 
know the Paris McDonald’s 
and its employees and owners 
support the Paris communi-
ty,” Mays said. Finding volun-
teers is not difficult, he said. 
“We’re thankful for the group 
members we have.”

The group is showing a 
positive side of the business 
and its employees, he said. 

Thomas said the group has 
become an important part of 
the store and has raised mo-
rale among employees. The 
polo shirts are provided free 
of charge and those who par-
ticipate attend an end-of-year 
celebration for giving their 
time and talent to the group. 
“I’ve heard nothing but good 
things from our employees,” 
she said.

The next big event for the 

group is to benefit Paris Relay 
for Life, Mays said. The Hap-
py Meal Set fundraiser will 
benefit the McDonald’s Relay 
for Life team, composed of 
members of the Lovin’ Our 
Community group.

In addition to a special buy 
one Happy Meal, get one 50 
percent off promotion, Mays 
said complete sets of the 
2017-2018 Happy Meal toy 
displays will be part of a silent 
auction from 4-8 p.m.

The sets include the Holi-
day Express character trains, 
the Imaginary World of 
Snoopy and the Incredibles 
II, he noted. “We know there 
are serious collectors out 
there who would love to get 
a set or two,” Mays said. He 
expects the Snoopy set  — 
which includes 10 different 
figures — as well as the Hol-
iday Express train set to be 
especially popular.

Bidding on all the sets be-
ings at $10, Mays explained. 
Live updates will be provided 
on the Facebook page Re-
lay for Life Happy Meal Set 
Fundraiser Paris McDonald’s. 

In addition to the specials 
and the silent auction there 
will also be free refreshments, 
he said.

Mays said the employees 
are also commenting that 
community members who 
they’ve seen at an event now 
know them when they come 
into the restaurant. 

Anyone who has questions 
concerning the Relay for Life 
event or Lovin’ Our Com-
munity may contact Mays at 
mcd04508@gmail.com.

 

Paris McDonald’s 
employees aiding 
groups, activities 
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BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Failing to appear in court can 
have dire consequences.  

Corey D. Weaver, 29, Red-
mon, failed to appear for the 
July criminal and traffic call in 
Edgar County Circuit Court 
and was sentenced to prison. 

Weaver was to appear for 
sentencing after previously ad-
mitting the petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for a 
Class 4 felony possession of a 
controlled substance convic-
tion.  

The court imposed a two-
year sentence to the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections and 
ordered the arrest warrant for 
Weaver to remain outstanding.  

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the July 16 
and July 19 calls included:

IN CUSTODY
nBeth R. Cole, 40, Upperco, 

Md., appeared in custody and 

was charged with a Class 2 fel-
ony aggravated battery, a Class 
3 felony aggravated battery and 
two counts of a Class A misde-
meanor battery. Bond was set at 
$10,000, and the matter contin-
ued for a preliminary hearing. 
Cole was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.  
nChase M. Hayworth, 26, 

Paris, appeared in custody. He 
was charged and pleaded guilty 
to a Class C misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct and was sen-
tenced to 30 days in jail with 
credit for two days previously 
served. Hayworth was remand-
ed to custody.
nMichael W. Honchul, 38, 

Middletown, Ohio, appeared 
in custody and was charged 
with a Class 3 felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine. The 
public defender was appointed 
and bond was set at $5,000. 
Three days later, he appeared 

Weaver fails to appear, gets five years 
in custody again and pleaded 
guilty. Honchul was sentenced 
to 120 days in jail with credit for 
four days served and the first 30 
days to be served as electron-
ic home monitoring and the 
remaining 90 days subject to 
a motion to vacate, two years 
of first offender probation, 10 
hours of community service 
work, a $500 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. He was 
additionally ordered to obtain 
counseling per an evaluation. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.
nJoseph L. Kauffman, 44, 

Chrisman, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine, a Class A misde-
meanor resisting a police offi-
cer and a Class A misdemeanor 
fleeing from a police officer. He 
told the court he will hire an at-
torney. Bond was set at $40,000 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
Kauffman was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nKandee L. Kelly, 39, Paris, 

appeared in custody. By agree-
ment her Class 1 felony permit-
ting the sexual abuse of a child 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
endangering the health of a 
child charges were continued 
for a negotiated plea. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nManuella Luna, 22, Koko-

mo, Ind., appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 1 
felony burglary, Class 4 felony 
criminal damage to property 
and a Class B misdemeanor 
criminal trespass to real prop-
erty. The public defender was 
appointed and bond was set at 
$15,000. The matter was con-
tinued for the preliminary hear-
ing. She was granted a bond 
modification to leave Illinois 
to enter into Indiana and was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDavid J. Osborne, 32, Par-

is, appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine, a Class 4 felony posses-
sion of a controlled substance 

and a Class A misdemeanor 
unlawful use of a weapon. The 
public defender was appointed 
and bond was set at $15,000. 
The matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing, and 
he was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nRobert Joseph Pembor, 

37, Paris, appeared in custody. 
He was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing and a Class C misde-
meanor disorderly conduct. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and a first appearance 
with counsel was scheduled. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 

CHARGES
nKirk Ryan Ayres, 33, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed, and a 
first appearance with counsel 
was scheduled.
nDanielle N. Hinkle, 44, 

Greencastle, Ind., was charged 
with a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed, and a first appearance 
with counsel was scheduled.
nBuddy C. Johnson, 29, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
B misdemeanor speeding. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed, and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nAlicia D. Wells, 30, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A mis-
demeanor driving on a revoked 
license. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nDavid A. Albin, 59, New-

man, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A driving under the influence 
of alcohol. He was sentenced to 
five days in jail subject to a mo-
tion to vacate, two years of con-
ditional discharge, 240 hours 
of community service work, a 
$750 fine, a $1,000 DUI equip-
ment fee, court costs and vari-
ous state fees. 
nCharles D. Brookins, 57, 

Kansas, pleaded guilty to a 
Class 2 felony aggravated driv-
ing under the influence of alco-
hol charge. He was sentenced 
to 180 days in jail with 90 days 
to be served starting Sept. 4 
and the remaining 90 days are 
subject to a motion to vacate, 
two years of probation, a $750 
fine, $1,000 DUI equipment 
fee, court costs and various 
state fees. He was specifically 
ordered not to consume alco-
hol or enter bars and taverns for 
the duration of the sentence. 
Brookins must also undergo 
75 hours of counseling. In ex-
change for the plea, two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing under the influence of alco-
hol charges were dismissed.
nJoshua M. Campbell, 19, 

Ridge Farm, pleaded guilty to 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license charge. 
He was sentenced to one year 
of conditional discharge, a 
$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees.
nChad E. Daily, 45, Chris-

man, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a po-
lice officer. He was sentenced 
to two days in jail with credit for 
two days previously served, one 
year of conditional discharge, a 
$300 fine, court costs and vari-
ous state fees.
nChristian Jamar Givens, 

33, Indianapolis, Ind., pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misdemean-
or speeding. He was sentenced 
to 10 days in jail subject to a 
motion to vacate, one year of 
conditional discharge, a $500 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. A warrant for his ar-
rest for missing a previous court 
appearance was quashed.
nSarah L. Hall, 30, Paris, 

entered a negotiated guilty 
plea to a Class B misdemean-
or criminal trespassing charge. 
She was sentenced to one year 
of probation and court costs, 
and the state dismissed a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
a hypodermic syringe charge in 
return for the plea.

In another case, Hall pleaded 
guilty to a Class B misdemean-
or criminal trespassing to real 

property charge. She was sen-
tenced to two days in jail with 
credit for two days previously 
served, one year of probation, a 
$300 fine, court costs and vari-
ous state fees.

In exchange for the plea, the 
state dismissed a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct. 

The court specifically or-
dered Hall to have no contact 
with the apparent victim’s resi-
dences or any person named by 
the probation department.
nAshley S. Boswell Horn-

brook, 22, Paris, admitted a 
petition to revoke her proba-
tion sentence for a Class 4 fel-
ony possession of a controlled 
substance conviction. A pre-
sentencing status hearing was 
scheduled.
nBillie J. Jarrell, 46, Carter-

ville, pleaded guilty to a Class 
B misdemeanor speeding. He 
was sentenced to a $300 fine, 
court costs and various fees.
nStuart G. Overton, 44, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
3 felony possession of metham-
phetamine charge. He was sen-
tenced to 120 days in jail with 
credit for two days previously 
served, 15 days to be served as 
electronic home monitoring 
with work release and the re-
maining 103 days are subject to 
a motion to vacate, two years of 
first offender probation, a $500 
fine, court costs, various state 
fees and forfeiture of all items 
seized at the time of his arrest. 
Overton was ordered to com-
plete counseling per a recom-
mendation.  
nJohn L. Rainey, 26, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct. He was sentenced to 30 
days in jail subject to a motion 
to vacate, one year of condi-
tional discharge, a $200 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees. Rainey must also obtain 
counseling per an evaluation. 
In another matter, the state 
withdrew the petition to revoke 
Rainey’s probation sentence for 
a Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery conviction. 
nThomas C. Richey, 42, 

Metcalf, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor speeding 
charge. He was sentenced to a 
$500 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nKylee K. Bowman, 18, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 1 felony 
residential burglary, a Class A 
misdemeanor theft and a Class 
A misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing to a vehicle charges. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nDylan W. Breeding, 24, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol charges. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled.
nAngelina D. Cianfaglione, 

34, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor domestic 
battery charge. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled. In an-
other matter, she was charged 
with a Class A misdemeanor 
violating bail bond. The public 
defender was appointed and 
that matter was continued for 
a first appearance with counsel. 
She was remanded to custody 
of the sheriff’s department on 
an arrest warrant for the new 
charge.
nJeannie M. Hogan, 37, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine and a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspended 
license charges. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nShameika R. Hughes, 30, 

Paris, denied a petition to re-
voke her probation sentence for 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine conviction. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nQuinton A. Inman, 25, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to two counts 
of a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nJustin M. Krabel, 36, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-

demeanor domestic battery 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nRichard A. Martinez, 32, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic battery 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nSarah M. Prater, 28, 

Charleston, denied a petition 
to revoke her conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a sus-
pended license conviction. A 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled.
nClyde E. Smith, 51, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor charge. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nTrudy A. Thomas, 57, 

Noblesville, Ind., pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class B misdemeanor 
speeding charge. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nZachary M. Adams, 20, 

Paris, was resentenced on a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 1 felony 
residential burglary conviction 
and received four years in pris-
on with credit for 88 days pre-
viously served and an order to 
pay all previous financial obli-
gations.  

Adams was also resentenced 
on a petition to revoke his pro-
bation sentence for a Class 4 fel-
ony criminal damage to proper-
ty conviction and received one 
year in prison with credit for 30 
days previously served and an 
order to pay all previous finan-
cial obligations. The sentence 
for the criminal damage convic-
tion is consecutive to the time 
for the residential burglary, 
meaning after he completes the 
four years for burglary, the oth-
er sentence starts.

Adams request for a furlough 
before going to prison was de-
nied. He was remanded to cus-
tody of the sheriff for transpor-
tation to IDOC.
nJeremy L. Budde, 35, Par-

is, learned the state dismissed 
a Class 2 felony aggravated 
criminal sexual abuse, a Class 2 
felony indecent solicitation of a 
child and a Class A misdemean-
or domestic battery charges. 
nAbbey M. Parrish, 42, Par-

is, appeared for sentencing after 
previously admitting petitions 
to revoke her sentences for a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine conviction 
and a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery conviction. Over 
the state’s objection, an eight-
page document from Heritage 
Behavioral, Inc., was admitted 
for the court’s consideration. 
Judge David W. Lewis took 
the matter under consideration 
and the sentencing hearing was 
continued.
nJacob R. Snyder, 29, Terre 

Haute, Ind., learned the state 
withdrew a petition to revoke 
his court supervision sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
drugs conviction. The court su-
pervision was terminated and 
the case was closed.
nNicki N. Thompson, 33, 

Paris, was sentenced for a pe-
tition to revoke her probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. She was 
resentenced to 150 days in jail 
with credit for 74 days previ-
ously served 76 days subject to 
a motion to vacate, two years of 
probation and orders to com-
plete prior community service 
work and pay all previous finan-
cial obligations.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer the 
court call: Jamie M. Castle, 39, 
Paris; Christian Jamar Givens, 
33, Indianapolis, Ind.; John C. 
Hollingsworth, 26, Paris; How-
ard P. Kiser, 44, Villa Grove; 
Joshua A. Newbold, 43, Paris; 
Karlla M. Ray, 29, Paris; Judith 
Sebastian, 23, Danville; Car-
olyn S. Stonebraker, 52, Paris; 
and Corey D. Weaver, 29, Red-
mon.

COURT
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BETTY BROWN
Betty Jean Brown, 86, of 

Paris, and formerly of Prairie 
Creek, Ind., passed away at 

3:15 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 21, 
2018, at Carle 
Hospital, Ur-
bana.  

A service 
celebrat ing 
her life was 1 
p.m. Wednes-

day, July 25, at Templeton Fu-
neral Home. Burial followed 
in Sims Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 11:30 a.m. until the 
service time Wednesday at the 
funeral home.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

JANET COOPER
CASEY – Janet Delana 

Cooper, 81, of Casey, passed 
away at 8:23 a.m. Saturday, 

July 21, 2018, 
at Simple 
Blessings.   

A funer-
al service 
was 10 a.m. 
T h u r s d a y , 
July 26, at 
M a r k w e l l 

Funeral Home, with the Rev. 
Jacqueline Morgan officiat-
ing. Burial followed in the Jack 
Oak Cemetery, north of Gree-
nup.  Visitation was from 4 to 
7 p.m. Wednesday, July 23, at 
the funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to First Christian 
Church, P.O. Box 303, Casey, 
IL 62420.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

GUY MCCOY
CASEY – Guy Eugene 

McCoy, 90, of Casey, 
passed away at 3:15 p.m, 

Friday, July 
20, 2018, at 
H e a r t l a n d 
N u r s i n g 
Center.  

A funer-
al service 
was 1:30 
p.m. Mon-
day, July 23, 
at Mark-
well Funer-
al Home, 

with Pastors Larry How-
ard and Tom Toner offi-
ciating.  Burial followed in 
Casey Cumberland Ceme-
tery.  Visitation was from 3 
to 6 p.m. Sunday, July 22, at 
Markwell Funeral Home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Shriners Hos-
pital for Children, 4440 
Clayton Ave., St. Louis, 
MO 63110 or Casey White 
Oak Church of God, 3305 
E 1000th Rd., Casey, IL 
62420.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com. 

DAYE LYNN MURPHY
Daye Lynn Murphy, 61, of 

Paris, passed away Wednes-
day, July 25, 2018. She was 

retired af-
ter 20 years 
with Cadillac 
Products of 
Paris.

A memo-
rial visitation 
is 5 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 

31, at Templeton Funeral 
Home. Private interment is at 
a later date.

Ms. Murphy was born May 
11, 1957, at Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late Virgil and Patri-
cia Martin Murphy.

Survivors include a son, 
Ryan (Melissa) Murphy of 
Paris; two grandchildren, Tim 
Lindsey and Devin Murphy 
of Paris; five sisters, Shannon 
(Gerald) Bradley of New-
burgh, Ind., Shelley (Steve) 
Jones, Megan (Doug) Gill 
and Bridget (Brook) Dah-
lin all of Paris and Courtney 
(Steve) Trego of Conway, 
S.C.; and several nieces and 
nephews.

Ms. Murphy will be re-
membered as a friendly and 
outgoing person who never, 
ever met a stranger.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Human Re-
sources Center of Edgar 
County.

Online condolences avail-
able at www.TempletonFu-
neralHome.com.

PATSY RUNYAN
Patsy Ruth Runyan, 87, of 

Paris, passed away at 9:50 
a.m. (CST) Sunday, July 

22, 2018, at 
the Gibson 
Family Cen-
ter for Hos-
pice Care, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.  She was 
a self-em-
ployed real 

estate broker and owner of 
Runyan Real Estate.  

A graveside service for 
Mrs. Runyan was 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 25, at Ed-
gar Cemetery, with the Rev. 
Joe Hanley officiating.  A 
celebration of life followed 
the graveside service at the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post. Visitation was private.   
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home assisted the family 
with the arrangements.  

Mrs. Runyan was born 
July 9, 1931, at Blanford, 
Ind., the daughter of Nick 
Plavchan and Mabel Mae 
Cunningham Soughers. She 
married Jack Runyan July 

21, 1950, at Paris, and he 
survives.  

She is also survived by 
two sons, Dennis Runyan 
of Creal Springs and Jeff 
Runyan of Port Charlotte, 
Fla.; a sister, Cindy Sough-
ers of Paris; one grand-
daughter Holly Runyan 
of Paris; four great-grand-
children, Dustin Walden 
of Evansville, Ind., Erika 
Walden Ballard of Danville, 
Maci David of Paris and 
Hudson David of Paris; and 
two great-great-grandchil-
dren, Xavier Ballard of Dan-
ville and Oliver Walden of 
Evansville, Ind.  

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and her step-
father, Lloyd Soughers.

Mrs. Runyan worked at 
the Edgar County Bank for 
five years and was a member 
of the former Trinity United 
Methodist Church.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Shriner’s 
Children’s Hospital.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

FRANCES SWITZER
Frances Marian Switzer, 

94, of Indianapolis, Ind., and 
formerly of Paris, passed 

away at 4 
p.m. Mon-
day, July 16, 
2018, at the 
Forum at the 
Crossing, In-
dianapolis.  

A Mass 
of Christian 

Burial will be celebrated at 11 
a.m. Friday, Aug. 3, 2018, at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
with the Rev. Valery Burusu 
officiating.   Burial follows in 
Edgar Cemetery.  Visitation 

is 9 to 10:45 a.m. Friday at 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home. 

Mrs. Switzer was born 
Sept. 21, 1923, at Paris, the 
daughter of the late Arthur 
and Blanche Gill Henson. She 
married Walter A. Switzer 
May 29, 1943, at Paris, and he 
passed away Jan. 26, 2012.

Survivors include three 
children, Nancy Lynn Yar-
brough of Indianapolis, Ind., 
Deborah Ann Newkirk of 
Albany, N.Y., and Daniel Ray 
( Joanna) Switzer of Plain-
field, Ind.; a daughter-in-law, 
Chiu Lan Switzer of Sherman; 
10 grandchildren; and 12 

great-grandchildren.  
She was preceded in death 

by one son, James Walter Swit-
zer; one son-in-law, David Yar-
brough; and two sisters, Mary 
Wright and Margaret Vestal.

Mrs. Switzer was a home-
maker and a member of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church. She 
spent most of her life in Paris, 
only recently moving to India-
napolis to be near her daugh-
ter and son.

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

LOIS THOMAS
Lois Ann Morris Thom-

as, 95, of San Antonio, Tex-
as, formerly of Paris, passed 
away at 10:20 a.m. Friday, 
July 27, 2018, at Morning-
side Manor in San Antonio. 
She was retired after working 
many years as a supervisor 
with Frost National Bank and 
Trust in San Antonio. She 
also held a real estate license 
in Texas for many years. 

Burial is private in Edgar 
Cemetery. A memorial ser-
vice will be held at a later date 
at Templeton Funeral Home 
in Paris. 

Mrs. Thomas was born 
Aug. 17, 1922, at Chrisman, 
the daughter of the late Clif-
ford and Emma Geiling 
Morris. She married Earl E. 
“Gene” Thomas in January 

1943. He preceded her in 
death July 22, 2010. 

She is survived by many 
cousins, nieces, nephews and 
friends.

Mrs. Thomas was a 1940 
graduate of Paris High 
School. She was a member of 
Woodlawn Christian Church 
since 1955 where she served 
as deaconess. She held her 
church family and friends 
very dear to her. She was a 
member of American Busi-
ness Women’s Association, 
Alamo City Historical Car 
Club and the San Antonio 
Musical Club.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the American Di-
abetes Association. 

Online condolences avail-
able at www.templetonfuner-
alhome.com.  

FRANK WALLACE
Frank Lester Wallace, 

82, of Paris, passed away at 
11:18 a.m. Thursday, July 

26, 2018, 
at his 
home.  He 
was a retired 
captain from 
the Paris 
Fire Depart-
ment after 
26 years of 
service. 

A funer-
al service 
is 11 a.m. 

Wednesday, Aug. 1, at Stew-
art and Carroll Funeral 
Home.  Military honors by 
American Legion Post 211 
and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 3601 accompany 
burial in Memorial Gardens. 
Visitation is 9 a.m. until the 
service time Wednesday at 
the funeral home.

Mr. Wallace was born 
May 24, 1936, in Edgar 
Township, the son of the 

late Frank Edgar and Wau-
nitta Dailey Wallace. He 
married Jeanie Wallace, and 
she preceded him in death.

He is survived by his 
nephews, William (Becky) 
Etchison of Paris, Mike 
(Susan) Boerner of Camby, 
Ind., and Kevin (Marga-
ret) Boerner of West Terre 
Haute, Ind.; his nieces, Twi-
la (Sanford) Scott of New 
Goshen, Ind., and Carla 
Boerner of Charleston; 15 
great-nieces and nephews 
and 10 great-great-nieces 
and nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his sister, Esther Mae 
Garner; and his great-neph-
ew, Mark Boerner.

Mr. Wallace served in the 
United States Army from 
April 5, 1955, to March 20, 
1957. He was a member 
of the former Twin Lakes 
Cruiser Car Club. 

Online condolences avail-
able at www.stewartandcar-
rollfuneralhome.com.

CHUCK WASHBURN
MARSHALL – Charles 

E. “Chuck” Washburn, 79, 
of Casey, passed away at 

10:55 p.m., 
Sunday, July 
22, 2018, at 
H e a r t l a n d 
Manor, Ca-
sey. 

A service 
honoring his 

life was 1 p.m., Thursday, 
July 26, at Pearce Funeral 
Home, with Bro. Marvin 
Oakley officiating. Burial 
was in the Casey Cumber-
land Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 10 a.m. until the 
service time Thursday at the 
funeral home.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

RANDY WASHBURN
MARSHALL – James Ran-

dall “Randy” Washburn, 50, of 
Cloverdale, Ind., and formerly 

of Marshall, 
passed away 
at 5:13 a.m., 
EST Wednes-
day, July 18, 
2018.

A private 
service is 
planned for 

family and friends. Pearce Fu-
neral Home is assisting with 
the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Huntington 
Disease Society of America.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

LINDA YOUNG
CHRISMAN – Linda 

Joyce Henderson Young, 77, 
of Ridge Farm, died Tuesday, 

July 24, 2018, 
at Union 
H o s p i t a l , 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.

A funeral 
service is 3 
p.m. today, 
July 28, at 

Krabel Funeral Home. Buri-
al follows in Young America 
Cemetery, near Hume. Visi-
tation is from 1 p.m. until the 
service time today at the fu-
neral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Georgetown 
American Legion Auxiliary.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.
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Editor, The Prairie Press:
With such a pathetic and week 

display of American leader-
ship shown by Trump at the 
Trump-Putin summit, what Putin 
has is a gift that keeps on giving. 

The president tramples re-
peatedly over our long-enforced 
standards of conduct and doesn’t 
care one whit about it.

The right to a free and fair 
election in a democratic society 
trumps whether you are Re-
publican or Democrat, for the 
fundamental task of a president 
is to protect our democracy from 
all enemies, foreign and domestic. 
At the Helsinki summit, Trump 
acted like a fan-boy before an 
autocrat and abandoned the 
oath of office when he fell in line 
with Putin’s suggestion of a joint 
Mueller-Russia probe into our 
2016 election. 

Trump is Putin’s puppet, just 
like the HRC said, and you can 
see the marionette strings being 
pulled whichever way Putin 
wants it to go, effectively collud-
ing in the election cover up. But 
the most inarticulate nonsense 
came 36 hours later when Trump 
changed his words, meaning to 
say, “I don’t see any reason why 
it wouldn’t be Russia,” instead of, 
“would be Russia.” Yeah, right.

So who do you trust? Trump 
and Putin or our own intelligence 
community? The European disas-
ter tour Trump made leaves one 
wondering. 

What happened with Trump 
and Putin when they were alone 
for more than two hours, with 
the exception of the translators? 
What ideas did Putin put in his 
head? Was any classified infor-
mation shared? The Russians 
know what was said, but we don’t, 
which is why we need the Amer-
ican interpreter to tell us before 
Congress. 

Face it folks, the stories change 

so fast it gives you whiplash, and 
Trump’s credibility is a big fat 
zero.

Between the Mueller investiga-
tion, the summit fiasco and now 
Cohen’s secret Trump tapes, the 
White House certainly has its 
dirty hands full.

Anita Griffith
Vermilion

TOPS 2318 is more than  
weight loss support group
Editor, The Prairie Press:

TOPS IL 2318, Paris, is not 
only a support weight loss group, 
it’s also about giving back to the 
community.

When I asked for a donation 
from one of our local businesses I 
was asked what TOPS is and what 
does TOPS do for our commu-
nity. TOPS stands for Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly. 

We are here to support and en-
courage you through your weight 
loss journey. We encourage 
exercise and healthy eating, but 
also support whatever weight loss 
program you choose – including 
bariatric surgery. Each person 
should make that choice with 
their doctor.

Our group believes in giving 
back to the community. We are 
involved in the Relay for Life, 
Christmas for Kids, Donations 
to the food pantry – including 
collecting peanut butter when the 
request was made for it. 

We have also donated teddy 
bears to the hospital, given toys 
and clothes to the homeless 
shelter and yearly send Christmas 
cards to each of the Danville VA 
veterans.

When asked about having an 
open house, I feel we are always 
having an open house. You are 
welcome to come visit for one 
time free and see what we are 

about.
TOPS IL 2318 meets in the 

basement of the Presbyterian 
Church – use the back ramp. We 
meet Tuesdays, weigh-in is 5:45 
to 6:50 p.m. and meetings start 
at 7 p.m. If interested, call leader 
Janice Stevens, 217-808-0078.

Please come join us and she 
how we can help you achieve your 
goal.

Verna M. Smith
Paris

Vitriol, hatred against  
Trump has no place 
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Ms. Griffith’s letter to the editor 
in the last edition of the Prairie 
Press was again a shotgun blast of 
vitriol and hatred against our duly 
elected and legitimate president 
which touched on many subjects 
and offered little proof to substan-
tiate her assertions.  

Of the marchers in England 
protesting President Trump’s 
arrival there, when asked by 
reporters, few could come up 
with a cogent answer as to what 
they were protesting.  It pretty 
much boiled down to “Trump is 
mean.”  And what makes them 
believe that? Because they hear 
our left-leaning main stream news 
media whose coverage of a presi-
dent who has created a booming 
economy, record unemployment, 
lower taxes for 90 percent of the 
middle class, appointed a strict 
Constitutionalist to the Supreme 
Court, withdrawn us from some 
international agreements which 
were detrimental to our coun-
try, and started us on a road to 
possible denuclearization of the 
Korean Peninsula is 91 percent 
negative, showing undeniable bias 
against him.  

As for telling Theresa May 
what she should do as far as 
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A couple of years ago, 
a little more than 1,400 
voters took Democratic 

primary 
ballots in 
sparsely 
populated 
Warren 
County, 
which is 
about an 
hour west 
of Peoria. 
Almost 
twice that 
many took 

Republican ballots.
The Warren County 

Democratic Central 
Committee is not exactly 
a campaign powerhouse. 
The organization official-
ly opened its PAC with 
$923.72 in June of 2016. 
By June 30 of this year, the 
county party reported hav-
ing $917.72 in the bank. I 
couldn’t find any records 
showing how that $6 was 
spent.

But last week, the coun-
ty organization received 
a $5,000 check from 
the Rock Island County 
Democratic Party. Warren 
is one of 14 counties that 
received a total of more 
than $200,000 from the 
Rock Island Dems last 
week.

Warren’s check tied with 
Effingham County’s for 
being the smallest.

The Kankakee Coun-
ty Democrats received 
about $28,000. Kane 
County’s Dems received 
about $20K. Williamson 
County got about $14K. 
The Metro East’s Madison 
County Democrats have 
so far received the largest 
check in this initial round: 
$45,495. The Carroll 
County Democrats have 
raised an average of about 
$3,000 a year for the past 
18 years, but they received 
$7,523.50 last week.

As I’ve told you before, 
the Rock Island Demo-
cratic Party Chairman is 
Doug House, who also 
runs the Illinois Dem-
ocratic County Chairs’ 
Association. Because state 
campaign finance laws 
allow unlimited contribu-
tions between county-lev-
el party organizations, 
the J.B. Pritzker campaign 
gave House’s Rock Island 
Democrats $1 million 
earlier this year as the 
first installment on its 
“Blue Wave Illinois 2018” 

Reagan is 
outraged  
by charge 

It’s time for Rauner and Pritzker to really tell us how they can fix our state

If a liberal like Jesse Jackson went on 
CNN and accused my father of being a 
known womanizer like President Trump, 

conservatives across Amer-
ica would go off the rails.

They’d defend the repu-
tation of Ronald Reagan to 
the max and blast Jackson 
for his false and evil equiv-
alency.

They’d point out that 
it is totally outrageous to 
compare the personal lives 
of President Trump and my 
father.

Yet look what happened 
last week when a prominent conserva-
tive evangelical pastor from Dallas went 
on Fox News and called my father a 
known womanizer.

The Rev. Robert Jeffress, who’s a Fox 
contributor, was asked by Ed Henry to 
respond to another minister who had 
accused Republican lawmakers of selling 
their good Christian souls by supporting a 
serial bed-hopper like Trump.

“You know,” Jeffress responded, “this is 
not an unusual thing — we’ve been here 
before. Back in 1980, evangelicals chose to 
support a twice-married Hollywood actor 
who was a known womanizer in Holly-
wood. His name was Ronald Reagan. …

“The reason we supported President 
Reagan was not because we were support-
ing womanizing or divorce. We supported 
his policies.”

When I heard Jeffress say that I blew my 
top and started angrily tweeting.

The first tweet I fired off to the South-
ern Baptist minister was pretty blunt — 
“All I can say is go F yourself.”

My second tweet was “Dr. Jeffress. How 
dare you compare my father to Trump.”

Apparently, I was the only conservative 
Reagan Republican in North America 
who actually cared that Pastor Jeffress 
was casually throwing my father under 
the bus to support his beloved sinner-in-
chief.

All I heard from my fellow conservatives 
in the twittersphere was crickets — and a 
week later I still do.

What that holy man from Dallas said 
was absolutely outrageous.

He equated my father — who was 
divorced from my mother Jane Wyman 
when he was dating in Hollywood and 
not yet married to Nancy — to Donald 
Trump, who was dating Playboy playmates 
and who knows who else when he was 
married.

What was more outrageous, however, 
was that no conservative Republicans or 
Fox commentators rose up in defense of 
my father and his reputation.

As I also pointed out in a tweet last 
week, all those conservative talk show 
hosts and politicians who keep saying how 
much they love Ronald Reagan are either 
lying or have lost their spines and a pair of 
other things.

I don’t believe those so-called Reagan 
conservatives anymore.

If they wouldn’t stand up and defend 
my father against a vile and uninformed 
statement from someone like Jeffress, 
there’s no reason to assume they love my 
father at all.

I don’t care what the president of the 
United States does in his personal life. 
I care what he does as president of the 
United States.

If you want to defend Trump, fine.
But for God’s sake, why would you use 

my father to make excuses for a president 
who has cheated on every woman he’s 
been married to?

To rephrase that famous old line, Rev. 
Jeffress, “I knew Ronald Reagan. Ronald 
Reagan was a friend of mine. And Donald 
Trump ain’t no Ronald Reagan — and vice 
versa.”

(Michael Reagan is the son of President 
Ronald Reagan, a political consultant and 
the author of “The New Reagan Revolution.” 
He is the founder of the email service reagan.
com and president of The Reagan Legacy 
Foundation. Email him at reagan@caglecar-
toons.com.)

Dear Gov. Rauner and J.B. Pritzker:
We didn’t think it was possible to 

sink as low as the 2016 Presidential 
election between President Donald 
Trump and Hillary Clinton, but boy 
were we wrong.

It’s not even Labor Day or time for 
the Illinois State Fair, but here we are 
in the midst of summer and any-
time we turn on the television or go 
online, there you are, slinging mud 
— or other crap — at the other. 

So what that you are both ty-
coons? Pritzker inherited more than 
a billion dollars, and Rauner’s private 
equity fortune is close to rounding 
up to a billion.

All this money is leading to record 
spending in the Illinois gubernatorial 
campaign. The tally is growing at 
such a pace that Rauner and Pritz-
ker are threatening the record $280 
million spent in California in 2010 in 

the race for governor by eBay entre-
preneur Meg Whitman and Golden 
State Gov. Jerry Brown. Whitman 
spent $140 million of her own mon-
ey and still lost: Take note, J.B.

If you’ve spent anytime on You-
Tube, you can’t watch a video 
without a Pritzker ad before nearly 
every video. While we may have 
chuckled about Rauner’s toilet 
attack on Pritzker, if we hear one 
more misleading ad about Rauner’s 
supposedly making money off  the 
immigration crisis, we’d like to quote 
a now infamous Wendy’s commer-
cial: “Where’s the beef?”

All this posturing by both of you 
is an attempt to distract voters from 

the lack that both of you have any 
substantive ideas about how to fix 
this state’s fiscal mess. Hopefully, you 
each noticed this past week Illinois 
avoided a major banana peel mo-
ment by avoiding junk bond status 
— but just barely.

Each of you is steering clear of sub-
stance. Pritzker’s candidacy is built 
on a progressive tax system that is a 
slogan without specifics, and would 
require an amendment to the Illinois 
Constitution to become law. Rauner, 
meanwhile, demonized the Madigan 
tax hike but relies on it to fend off, 
for now, a junk credit rating.

Look you two. We need to hear 
specifics of what you would do to 
make Illinois a better place to live. 
We don’t want to hear about toilets 
or whether you cheer for the Black-
hawks. We want a better Illinois for 
us, our children and the future.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Let’s hear specifics

Dems try 
to rebuild 
state party

Trump tramples our standards of conduct
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August 2018 
This Month’s Guide for Staying Healthy 

Employed Providers 
Dermatology  
Angela Hamilton, FNP-C 
Joy Williams, ARNP 

Endocrinology 
Dr. Rico  

EZ Care  
Jacqueline Coffman, PA-C 
Carrie Cunningham, FNP-C 
Jolena Martin, PA-C 
Sneha Patel, FNP-BC 
Matt Woodruff, PA-C 

Family Practice  
Casey Anderson, FNP-C 
  (Oakland) 
Dr. Bajaj (Oakland) 
Dr. Fore 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Debbie Griffin, FNP-C 
Danielle Ireland, FNP-C    
  (Chrisman) 
Tory Keefer, FNP-C 
Dr. Kumar 
Dr. Sheikh 
Samantha Volstorf, FNP-BC 

General Surgery 
Dr. Li 
Dr. Cosacov 

Hospitalist 
Dr. Sutton 

NAL Health Clinic 
Paige Wampler, FNP-C 

Nursing Home Care 
Susan Arp, FNP-C 
Ann Bogue, FNP-C 
Dr. Gorasiya 
 

Occupational Health  
Sara Spesard, FNP-C 
Crystal White, FNP-C 

Orthopedics  
Ronald Wheeler, MD 
Angela Hamilton, FNP-C 

Pain Management 
Lovie Cotton, CRNA 
David Grazaitis, CRNA 
Adam Schneider, CRNA 
Lee Webber, CRNA  

Pathology/
Laboratory 
Dr. Kippenbrock 

Podiatry/ 
Wound Care 
Dr. Holloway 

Radiology 
Dr. Houle 

Urogynecology  
Dr. Menchaca 

Appointment Numbers 
Dr. Batey: 217-463-1946 Dr. Namburi: 812-242-3225       

Dr. Benson: 217-258-4030 Dr. Nasser: 812-232-8164 

Dr. Blumthal: 217-463-1946 Dr. Nguyen: 217-258-2409 

Dr. Davison: 217-383-3100 Dr. Patel: 217-465-2606 x4690 
Dr. Deranian: 217-233-3101 Dr. Shatagopam: 

812-242-3175 
Bradley Grissom, APN: 
217-554-1700 

Dr. Tazudeen: 217-431-8400 

Dr. Huh: 812-232-1418 Dr. Vishwas: 812-242-3125 

Dr. Hussain, Dr. Ash, Katie 
Wilson, FNP-C: 217-366-
2670 

Dr. Wiarda: 217-258-5900 

Dr. Jeevan & Dr. R. Kumar: 
812-232-8716 

Dr. Weisbaum: 217-383-3140 

Dr. Kohli: 217-465-2606 
x4579 or 4690 

Dr. Yang: 217-466-4661 

Dr. Main: 217-383-3190  

Pain Management Clinic: 217-466-4226 

217-463-1946 

Visiting Specialists 
Cardiology 
  

Bradley Grissom, APN (Mon)—6 
Dr. Namburi (Fri)—3, 17, 31 
Dr. Nasser (Thurs)—9, 23 
Dr. Shatagopam (Thurs)—2, 16 
Dr. Wiarda (Wed)—1, 15 

Gastroenterology Dr. Batey (Tues)—21 

Nephrology Dr. R. Kumar (Fri)— 
Dr. Jeevan (Tues/Thurs/Fri)—7, 9, 17, 
23 

Neurology Dr. Tazudeen (Tues)—7, 14, 21, 28 

OB/GYN 
Gynecology 

Dr. Benson (Wed)—8, 15, 22, 29 
Dr. Weisbaum (Thurs)—16 

Oncology Dr. Huh (Thurs)—2 
Dr. Patel (Thurs)—2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Ophthalmology (Eye) Dr. Deranian—Surgery 28; Clinic 29 

Optometry (Eye) Dr. Blumthal (Mon)—6, 13, 20 

Otolaryngology (ENT) Dr. Nguyen (Thurs)—2 

Pain Management Clinic (Fri)—3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

Pulmonology, Adult Dr. Main (Wed)—8, 22 

Pulmonology, Pediatric Dr. Davison (Fri)—3 

Rheumatology Dr. Kohli (Tues/Wed)—1, 8, 15, 22, 
28, 29 

Urology Dr. Yang (Tues)—7, 14, 21 

Vascular Surgery Katie Wilson, APN (Mon)— 

Special Events & Groups 
Dashing to the Doc Tues & Thurs (through Aug. 23) 

@ 6:30pm (Paris High School) 
Back to School Bang Aug. 4 @ 9am-1pm (Paris Clinic) 
Free Adult AED/CPR Class Aug. 6 @ 8am-1pm (D) 
Stay Strong, Live Long Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 10am 

(Sutton Senior Center) 
Coaches’ Cookout Aug. 9 @ 6:30pm (Paris High 

School) 
Monthly Health Screenings Aug. 10 @ 7-9am (Paris Clinic) 
Caregiver Support Group Aug. 15 @ 3pm (B) 
Doc Acklin Race Aug. 25 @ 7:30am (Paris High 

School) 
Cancer Support Group Aug. 28 @ 10am (B) 

*Parenthesis indicate conference room/location. 

721 East Court Street, Paris • 217-465-4141  • MyHorizonHealth.org 

Visit www.firstbanktrust.com for more information.

Is Becoming

With use of a buyer premium, we sell
land at auction at zero seller cost!

S E L L A F A R M
Your Team On The Ground®

ZERO Commission Cost
ZEROAdvertising Cost
ZERO Survey Cost (paid by buyer)
ZERO Title Search Cost
ZERO Title Insurance Cost
ZERO Seller Real Estate Tax(12mo)
ZERO Deed Preparation
ZERO Transfer Tax Declaration Prep
ZERO State Transfer Tax
ZERO Recording Fee
Includes: Drone tours, Aerial Photography /

flyovers, multi page 11” x 17” full color
brochures, signage on highways, print ads in
statewide and local publications, web ads on

websites including Sellafarm, Parrottauctions,
Auctionzip, Land Watch & Lands of America.

S E L L A F A R M
Your Team On The Ground®

1-800-294-5738
SELLAFARM.COM
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concerned, Ms. Griffith’s 
comment “News flash, [sic] 
it’s not your country” suggests 
that neither Great Britain 
nor any other country would 
presume to meddle in our 
country’s affairs.   Has she for-
gotten or does she not know 
that Great Britain, and most 
of the member nations of the 
United Nations, declared our 
decision to move our embassy 
to Jerusalem null and void as if 
they could tell us what to do? 
And by the way, for whatev-
er reason, May actually did 
strengthen her Brexit position 
after the resignation of some 
key cabinet members and after 
her meeting with Trump.

But Ms. Griffith’s most 
egregious and ridiculous error 
is in supposing that President 
Trump’s meeting with Pres-
ident Putin of Russia shows 
somehow that he is a pawn of 
Putin.  

Presidents have long held 
personal meetings with 
unsavory leaders of countries 
which were not our allies in 
order to lessen conflict or in 
order to obtain their assis-
tance in global conflicts. And 
they have made nice at those 
meetings. 

President Franklin Roos-
evelt met with and buddied up 
to Stalin, the murderous leader 
of Soviet Russia, at Yalta in or-
der to get his help against the 
Nazis. President Eisenhower 
invited Nikita Khrushchev, 
leader of the USSR in 1959 to 
the United States.  President 
Kennedy met with Khrush-
chev in Vienna in 1961, yet 
as late as 1963 Khrushchev 
was shouting, “We will bury 
you,” at the United States. 
Khrushchev was more of an 
enemy to the U.S. than Putin, 
because he really did want the 
annihilation of our country, 
putting nuclear missiles in 
Cuba.  Putin wants a greater 
role in international affairs and 
to regain some of the U.S.S.R.’s 
lost territory. 

President Nixon went to 
China to meet with Mao who 
had murdered millions of 
his own people, opening up 
relations with that murderous 
regime. President Reagan met 
with USSR leader Gorbachev, 

later telling him, “Mr. Gor-
bachev, tear down this wall,” 
referring to the Berlin Wall 
that separated Communist 
East Germany from the demo-
cratic West Germany. The wall 
soon went down, the U.S.S.R. 
broke up and Communism 
died in most of the countries 
of the world. President George 
W. Bush invited Vladimir 
Putin to the U.S. and said of 
him, “I very much enjoyed our 
time together. He’s an honest, 
straightforward man who 
loves his country. He loves his 
family. We share a lot of values. 
I view him as a remarkable 
leader.” 

President Obama met 
with President Medvedev of 
Russia who was Putin’s puppet 
president at the time (Russian 
law prevents a president from 
serving consecutive terms) 
and, believing his mic to be 
off, told Medvedev to tell 
Vladimir that he would have 
more flexibility to work with 
him after the 2012 election. . . 
the same Vladimir Putin that 
President Trump just met with 
in Finland. 

Then, President Obama 
opened diplomatic relations 
with Communist Cuba, 
getting nothing in return, and 
made up to Raul Castro, de-
spite the fact that the country 
continues to oppress, impris-
on, torture and murder its 
citizens, especially those who 
are black, as well as harbor cop 
killers who fled there years ago 
from the U.S.  

It is not treason as some 
have called it; it is simply 
called diplomacy to meet 
with world leaders, even those 
who are unsavory.  It is what 
presidents do.

How should we characterize 
last week’s missive?  

What comes to mind is a 
willful disregard or ignorance 
of history, an immense dose 
of hypocrisy and an unhinged, 
baseless hatred for anything 
Donald Trump does.  

Your side lost the election, 
and as your beloved lead-
er claimed after the 2008 
campaign, “elections have 
consequences”.  

Fair criticism is just; this 
shows a bad case of Trump 
Derangement Syndrome.  

Russ and Jane Witmer
Paris

program.
The idea is to finally 

try to build the party up 
at the local level after 
years of neglect by the 
top. The Democratic 
Party of Illinois, run by 
House Speaker Michael 
Madigan, has reported 
raising more than $80 
million since 1999, but 
it has spent precious 
few dollars to help local 
parties. 

Basically, the only 
time DPI has bothered 
to work with local party 
organizations in the past 
is when they could be 
helpful with the hand-
ful of competitive state 
legislative races scattered 
here and there — partic-
ularly Speaker Madigan’s 
House races. And even 
then, the object wasn’t 
really to make local 
parties viable, but to 
extract whatever human 
and other resources they 
had in order to assist 
Madigan’s campaigns.

Chairman House has, 
along with the Pritzker 
campaign, established a 
grant program. County 
party organizations can 
qualify for money by, 
for instance, opening an 
office. 

The local committees 
are also being strongly 
encouraged to hire a 
part-time or full-time 
administrator, depend-
ing on their size.

Some counties will re-
portedly receive money 
to send direct mail and 
run ads on local radio 
stations and on cable TV. 

They’re supposed to 
establish a social media 
presence and recruit 
specific numbers of vol-
unteers for phone-bank-
ing and door-to-door 
canvasses, among other 
things. 

They’re also supposed 
to put together a get-out-
the-vote program for the 
final month. 

This is all new stuff for 
many local parties.

Several county parties, 

MILLER
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particularly downstate, have 
few actual precinct commit-
teepersons. 

In Chicago and suburban 
Cook, precinct captains are 
appointed by local town-
ship and ward committee-
men. 

They don’t have to live 
in the precincts assigned 
to them. However, those 
county chairs can fill va-
cancies, and the appointed 
committeepersons don’t 
have to live in the precincts 
they represent, so a big 
push is on to get counties 
to a minimum level of 75 
percent coverage.

Some local party officials 
have also been told that 
the million-dollar contri-
bution from Pritzker is 
just the first round. More 
party-building money is 
coming.

By contrast, as of last 
week Gov. Bruce Rauner’s 
campaign had given a total 
of about $33,000 divided 
between nine county and 
township Republican orga-
nizations since the March 
primary. 

The Illinois Repub-

lican Party chipped in 
another $25,000 during 
the same time period 
for a handful of county 
organizations.

J.B. Pritzker’s campaign 
has contributed $5.7 mil-
lion to various Democratic 
groups and candidates since 
the primary, including big 
bucks to several suburban 
and Chicago political orga-
nizations. 

Pritzker’s campaign gave 
the St. Clair County Dem-
ocrats $200,000 during the 
primary and it paid off big. 
Pritzker won St. Clair with 
76 percent of the vote.

It’s not like the Demo-
crats are expecting to win 
all that many downstate 
counties this year. 

In the short-term anyway, 
I think the plan is simply to 
try to lose those counties 
by fewer votes than they 
have in the past, which will 
still help the overall effort. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitol-
fax@gmail.com.)

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

http://www.firstbanktrust.com
mailto:capitolfax@gmail.com
http://www.sellafarm.com
http://www.myhorizonhealth.org
http://www.prairiepress.net
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Doors open at 3 p.m.
Early Birds 4 p.m.

Bingo 5 p.m
Must be 18 to play

Games paying $200

Lic. #145154

Double Action $350
Jackpot up to $1000
Late Night up to  $1000

Blanford Sportsman Club
799 W. State Rd. 163  Clinton, IN  • 1-812-251-3327

SUNDAY BINGO & Carry in
July 29, 2018

House for sale

207 S. Howard, Brocton 
Five-room house, one bath, with attached 
two-car garage and carport. The property 

includes 2 1/2 lots with a shaded, large 
backyard and two storage sheds. 

217-264-4193

House for sale

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

$700

 PUBLIC  AUCTION
  Saturday, auguSt 4th 9am

RICHARD AND JOYCE WELSH ESTATE
524 South Grant St., Sullivan, IL

2 auCtION rINgS – COINS SELL FIrSt 9am SharP, LIONEL traIL 
COLLECtION, COINS, guNS, aNtIQuES, COLLECtIBLES, tOyS & mOrE

For a more complete listing visit www.schmidauction.com

SCHMID AUCTION & REALTY CO.
909 E. Main St • Teutopolis, IL 62467 Richard D. Schmid - Auctioneer

Trent D. Schmid - Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker
217-857-1507 • IL Auction Firm License No.: 444.000399

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Cell Ph: (217) 822-8077

Ford

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Rural 
School Reunion is 12:30 p.m. 
Aug. 12 in the fellowship hall 
of the First Christian Church 
in Paris. 

Everyone who attended a 
one-room rural school in Ed-
gar County is encouraged to 
attend. 

Reservations must be made 
by Aug. 4 to enjoy the catered 
meal. Call Marge Houghland, 
463-7610, or mail her at 221 
Clark, Paris, IL 61944 to make 
a reservation. 

The cost is $14 per person 
for the meal. 

Those attending are asked 
to bring stories and photos to 
share with the group. 

Rural school reunion coming up

QUEEN
FROM PAGE 1A

HRC
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She added the labor contrib-
uted by the HRC people makes 
a real contribution to the com-
munity since it frees up city 
workers to do other tasks.

“One day they were working 
at one of the entrance signs and 
a city worker was mowing near-
by. He stopped and thanked 
them for all they did. That 
made their day knowing they 
were appreciated,” Fiscus said.

Maintaining city landscap-
ing is a first step. Starting in 
August, the day program cli-
ents will assist with delivering 
Meals on Wheels, and HRC 
staff continues looking for 
more opportunities to vol-
unteer and get the clients out 
into the community.

“There is some untapped 
talent in our community,” Fis-
cus said, noting day program 
volunteers are always accom-
panied by an HRC supervisor 
when they go out to do a proj-

young women to gain 
self-confidence. It is also an 
opportunity to make new 
friends.

Committing to the Edgar 
County Fair pageant is not a 
whim. It takes dedication and 
preparation.

Allen said there are the 
required pageant rehearsals, 
but on her own she practiced 
interviewing with members 
of the community to sharp-
en her communication skills. 
She also practiced walking in 
heels at home.

The pageant itself present-
ed some challenges, particu-
larly performance butterflies 
after seeing the audience.

“We had a new stage this 
year with a rougher wood 
floor. That made it harder to 
turn,” Allen said. “Of course 
it rained all day, so everything 
was soaking wet and muddy.”

Her speech about her 
grandfather was another 
challenge.

“He meant a lot to me 
and saying it without getting 
emotional was very difficult,” 
she said.

Allen was so focused on 
doing her best she had no 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A brief Edgar County 
Board study session revealed 
another challenge to keeping 
expenses in check.

Board chairman Jeff Voigt 
said the county’s health in-
surance provider raised pre-
mium rates by 10 percent. 
He added Bushue Human 
Resources, which serves as 
the county’s insurance con-
sultant, is working with the 

health insurance company 
to find a way of reducing the 
increase.

Progress continues toward 
an in-depth study of energy 
use by the county buildings. 

“I’ve been working with 
Orrie Cummings of Smart-
Watt and everything is in mo-
tion,” said county clerk and 
recorder August Griffin. “My 
office is the point of contact.”

At the July 11 county board 
meeting, Cummings was au-

thorized to prepare the nec-
essary documents for post-
ing with the Illinois Capital 
Development Board seeking 
qualifications of companies 
interested in doing the ener-
gy audit.

Griffin said he has received 
a couple of calls about the 
audit, but he does not know 
how many companies will 
send a representative for the 
day SmartWatt has set for ex-
amining the buildings. 

ect.
Ideally, the opportunity 

to volunteer might lead to 
employment and that has 
happened in some cases.

Another important as-
pect of community vol-
unteering is getting day 
program clients out of the 
building to see other places. 

“The community has 
been responsive to giving 
them tours of businesses 
and historic homes,” said 
Fiscus. 

HRC staff tries to find 
out what interests the day 
program individuals and 
tries to match those inter-
ests with volunteer oppor-
tunities. This effort extends 
beyond the day program 
to residents of the HRC 
group home so they also 
have an opportunity for 
doing more than working 
a job and staying in the 
home.

“The goal is to get them 
fully integrated into the 
community,” Fiscus said.

Participating in commu-
nity activities, Fiscus said, 
benefits the HRC clients 
just like it does other citi-
zens with the opportunity 
to find new interests or 
learn a new skill.

Any organization that 
might benefit from some 
extra volunteer help is en-
couraged to call Fiscus at 
465-4118, ext. 1251.

Special to The Prairie Press

A new focus for day program members of the Human Resources 
Center of Edgar and Clark Counties is volunteering for more 
involvement with the community. One volunteer activity is tak-
ing care of the flowerpots in downtown Paris. Front row, left to 
right, Mike Cottingham and Sasha Hershman. Back row, left to 
right, Chris Redman, supervisor of streets, alleys and parks for 
Paris, Jamie Tate, Todd Vickers, April Sanders and Sandra Liebe, 
HRC case manager.

Photo by Cathy Drake Photography

The 2018 Little Miss Edgar County Fair is Lanie Sallee, who 
was crowned by 2017 Little Miss Isabella Duzan along with 
2017 Miss Edgar County Fair Meghan Ingram.

sense of how the scoring was 
going until her name was 
called as the winner. 

The queen’s yearlong reign 
is barely under way but Allen 
knows what she wants to do 

with the opportunity.
“I want to represent Ed-

gar County the best way 
possible,” she said. “It is 
important to promote ag-
riculture and volunteerism 
in the community.”

Her next pageant op-
portunity is January when 
she represents Edgar 
County in the Miss Illinois 
County Fair competition. 
She doubts she will pursue 
any other pageant titles 
and concentrate on finish-
ing her nursing degree at 
Southern Illinois Universi-
ty, Edwardsville, where she 
is a junior.

Nursing fulfills anoth-
er childhood ambition of 
wanting to help people.

“Once I found nursing, 
I knew it was something 
I would be great at,” said 
Allen.

Until then there are tro-
phies to hand out, other 
fair pageants to attend as 
Edgar County’s represen-
tative, parades to be in 
and local events where her 
presence is desired.

County hit by health insurance hike

RELAY FOR LIFE RECEIVES DONATION

Special to The Prairie Press

Dimond Bros. recently donated $1,000 to the Edgar County Relay for Life after employees were 
allowed to wear Star-Wars T-Shirts and bring memorabilia on May the 4th in connection with the 
theme of this year’s Relay “May the Cure Be With You!” Crestwood School also donated more than 
$1,000 to the Relay from a walk-a-thon prior to the end of the school year. This year’s Relay is noon-
10 p.m. Aug. 4 at Twin Lakes Park. Left to right, Austin Huxford from Dimond Bros; Sue Bennett, local 
chairperson for the Relay; and Tony Holly, community development manager for the Relay.

CHRISMAN VETERANS MEMORIAL

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Chrisman Veterans Memorial is finished and a small ceremony July 21 recognized the Edgar 
County Community Foundation’s Support in making the project a reality and paid for within a 
two-year span. Left to right, Greg Lientz, Kathy Lientz, Jack Wyatt, Judy Wyatt, Ned Jenison, 
Becky Haner, Susan Saxton, Matt Ehlers, Brad Tucker, Warren Sperry, Bob Morris, Doug Hasler, 
Scott Ingrum and Kathy Ingrum.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Public Library 
added these items to the col-
lection during July.

FICTION
The Secret Book & Scone 

Society – Ellery Adams
Three Days Missing – 

Kimberly Belle
A Gathering of Secrets – 

Linda Castillo
Before and Again (large 

print) – Barbara Delinsky 
By Invitation Only – 

Dorothea Benton Frank
River to Redemption – 

Ann H. Gabhart
All We Ever Wanted (large 

print) – Emily Giffin
Cherry Pies & Deadly Lies 

– Darci Hannah
Marry Me by Sundown 

(large print) – Johanna 
Lindsey

Cottage by the Sea – 
Debbie Macomber

Where We Found Home 
(large print) – Susan Mallery

The Bookshop of 
Yesterdays – Amy Meyerson

The Late Bloomers’ Club – 
Louise Miller

Rescued – David Rosenfelt
The Other Woman – 

Daniel Silva
Clock Dance – Anne Tyler
A Rebel Heart – Beth 

White

NONFICTION
Multicooker Perfection – 

America’s Test Kitchen
Lincoln’s Last Trial – Dan 

Abrams
Overcoming Opioid 

Addiction – Adam Bisaga
How to Grill Everything – 

Mark Bittman
First in Line – Kate 

Andersen Brower
Dead Serious: Breaking the 

Cycle of Teen Suicide – Jane 
Mersky Leder

The Restless Wave – John 
McCain

Humane Critter Control – 
Theresa Rooney

The Stepmom’s Club – 

Kendall Rose
Moving Forward in Mid-

Career – John Henry Weiss
The Enthusiast’s Guide to 

Travel Photography – Jordana 
Wright

Audiobooks
Blame – Jeff Abbott
Jar of Hearts – Jennifer 

Hillier
The Restless Wave – John 

McCain

DVDS
Annabelle Hooper and the 

Ghosts of Nantucket
Christmas in Evergreen
Christmas Incorporated
Crooked House
Disney’s Peter Pan
Forever My Girl
I Can Only Imagine
Longmire, seasons 3, 4, and 

5
The Middle, season 1
Rex Stour’s Nero Wolfe, 

complete series (1981)
START! Walking At Home
Timeless, season 1
Wonderstruck

New arrivals at Paris Carnegie library

http://www.schmidauction.com
mailto:ghenry@prairiepress.net
http://www.prairiepress.net
http://www.bcyhelp.com


 BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com

The Paris youth football camp kicked 
off this past week at Allen field. The 
camp was open to all children between 
the grades of four through eight and led 
by the head of the youth football pro-
gram Chip Keys. 

“This camp is really special for the kids 
and it allows us a chance to teach them 
the proper fundamentals of football in a 
fun way” Keys said. “This kind of an op-
portunity wouldn’t be possible without 
the community that surrounds us.” 

The focus of the camp was for chil-
dren to be able to come out and learn 
the basics of football. This included ev-
erything from proper tackling to passing 
to footwork technique. 

Keys, the former Paris High School 
and Eastern Illinois football standout, 
made sure that the best of the best would 
be made available for the kids that chose 
to come out to the camp. 

“My wife Beth and I have been leading 
the youth football program for about five 
years now and I believe that we now have 
the most up-to-date information for 
these kids and the best people helping 
us,” Keys said. “Each coach that helped 
with this went through a three hour 
Heads-Up football certification course 
from the U.S.A. football website in order 
to provide the best technique and termi-
nology for the campers.” 

Not everything in the camp was mere-
ly vocabulary and technique, however. A 
lot of the focus was on having fun and 
being active as well, as fifth-grade camp-
er Brody Bishop made clear. 

When asked what his favorite thing 
about playing football was, Brody an-
swered wholeheartedly “Running! I’m a 
quarterback but I just love to run the ball 
and play.” 

The coaches were also focused on 
making sure that the kids had fun while 
playing the game of football. 

“Football is a game at the end of the 
day and we want the kids to enjoy their 
time playing it,” assistant coach John 
Calhoun said. “We want to teach them 

hard work and coming together as a 
team, but at the same time make it fun 
for them.” 

Another emphasis throughout the 
camp was the importance of learning the 
right words and phrases that come with 
Paris football and understanding how it 
all comes together on the field. 

“We essentially use the same termi-
nology and plays that, a lot of the times, 
the high school program will use,” assis-
tant coach Chris Kessler said. “If they 
learn all of this at a younger age, they will 
already have an idea of what to expect 
when they reach the high school pro-
gram.” 

With all of the new phrases and tech-
niques being used in the camp, it is easy 
to look past some of the physical aspects 
of the game. However, nothing is more 
important to Keys or the rest of the 
coaching staff than player safety. New 

helmets and shoulder pads were ordered 
for all the young players along with tack-
ling dummies and other equipment. 
Funds were raised by the Paris commu-
nity itself. 

“Player safety is our number one con-
cern out here, and new equipment was 
needed,” Keys said. “This couldn’t have 
been possible had it not been for the 
Paris community. Everyone who took 
the time to work concessions and other 
events, donating time and money to the 
program, they were the ones who made 
this possible and I truly want to say 
thank you to them.” 

When asked about why he takes the 
time out of his schedule year in and year 
out, Keys simply had just one thing that 
he could say. 

“I do this 100 percent for the chil-
dren, and being out there teaching 
them the game of football.” 

SATURDAY,  
JULY 28, 2018
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Bears QB
learning 
offense

The Chicago Bears open 
up the NFL preseason 
slate Thursday against the 

Balti-
more 
Ravens in 
the Hall 
of Fame 
game. 
With the 
inductees 
like Ran-
dy Moss 
and Brian 
Urlacher 

being inducted in the cer-
emony during the day, the 
Bears will take advantage 
of the extra game in the 
evening to implement a 
brand new offense brought 
to town by new their new 
head coach Matt Nagy. 

Every extra game helps, 
especially for a team 
moving from a glacially 
conservative offense under 
former embattled coach 
John Fox, into a modern 
day mash up of West Coast 
principles from the glory 
days of the 49ers, as well as 
concepts read option run 
at the collegiate level. 

Nagy worked last season 
as the Chiefs offensive co-
ordinator and play caller, 
running one of the most 
potent offenses in the 
NFL. He has spent the last 
ten years working under 
current Chiefs former 
Eagles Head Coach Andy 
Reid in some capacity. 
Andy Reid worked on 
the Packers staff in the 
90s with Mike Holmgren 
and Jon Gruden, two of 
the more potent offensive 
minds in recent history, 
and has been a proponent 
of using short passes to set 
up the run game. 

Coming from a success-
ful offensive coaching tree, 
Matt Nagy was no doubt 
hired to meld his offense 
around franchise QB 
Mitch Trubisky. The front 
offense also signed a plat-
ter of solid wide receivers 
and spent a second round 
pick on another to fit into 
what Coach Nagy’s offense 
requires. 

The Bears made the 
best upgrade they could 
by keeping renowned 
defensive coordinator Vic 
Fangio for at least one 
more year. The Bears have 
some good young talent 
on that side of the ball, and 
it could flip into an upper 
tier defense this season. 

With training camp 
opening up earlier in 
the week, the Bears are 
obviously in a honey-
moon phase, with the new 
coaching hires. Everyone 
couldn’t get enough of 
John Fox three seasons 
ago, but that quickly 
soured with the Bears 
poor record and Fox’s dry 
personality. Before that 
in 2013, Marc Trestman 
quickly lost the locker 
room after Lovie Smith’s 
near decade long com-
mand of it — and was 
gone after two years. 

With Nagy being a 
younger coach at 40-years-
old, the players feel like 
they can relate to him, 
and are excited to run his 
offense. If you recall last 
season’s opening Thursday 
night game between the 
Chiefs and Patriots, the 
Chiefs scalded the Patriots 
with big chunk plays, tak-
ing a season opening win, 
and stoking the debate if 
the Patriots were done. 

The Chiefs had all off 
season to game plan for 
that game needless to say, 
but the offense in its fifth 
year with Chiefs quarter-
back Alex Smith running it 
was at its full apex in that 
game. Nagy has already 
mentioned it takes two or 
three years of building on 
certain plays and expand-
ing them further with 
different options, before 
the offense can run at full 
force. Given the Chiefs 
had a 12-year NFL vet at 
the helm, not a second 
year QB with only one 

See DUNDAS, Page 10A
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Playing deep in the heart
Brady Sutton finds baseball home with Grand Prairie Pilots in college summer league 
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

When a baseball player has 
an opportunity to play at the 
next level near his hometown, 
he considers himself blessed.

When that same player 
has an opportunity to play 
12 hours from home, he still 
considers it a blessing. Such is 
the case for 2017 Paris High 
School graduate Brady Sut-
ton. 

The current Lake Land 
College outfielder was hop-
ing for the chance to play 
a little closer to home this 
summer, but when that did 
not happen, and not want-
ing to sit out the summer, he 
sought opportunities else-
where. Sutton found a team 
in Grand Prairie, Texas, that 
was interested in the young 
outfielder. 

The Grand Prairie Pilots 
are a member of the Great 
Southwest Collegiate League. 
Sutton knew getting there 
and staying there was a major 
undertaking but he also knew 
it would be well worth the 

effort. Since players are not 
paid to play, and do not get 
any money for travel expens-
es, Sutton set out on a fund-
raising expedition. 

“I made some flyers with 
my picture and information 
about the league that I was 
going to play in,” said Sutton. 
“I also connected through 
emails and face-to-face meet-
ings. I took the flyers to dif-

ferent businesses and other 
donors so that I could get the 
word out.” 

Facebook was another ave-
nue Sutton used and was re-
warded with a local business 
donating 20 percent of its 
profit to him. 

“I was very lucky to hear 
from so many people, and 
fortunate to receive so many 
donations and other gifts,” 

Sutton said. “I am truly 
thankful to each and every 
person who generously do-
nated so that I could live out 
my dream.”

Local residents may com-
plain about the scorching 
summer Edgar County has 
had, but it is nothing com-
pared to the Texas heat. That 
is one thing that really stuck 
in Sutton’s memory. 

Aside from the heat, Sut-
ton was impressed with the 
level of competition. “All-
around, every team was very 
competitive,” he said.

As was the case through-
out his career at PHS, Sutton 
led not only his team in qual-
ity at-bats (a measure of how 
productive a hitter is at the 
plate, regardless of result), 
but also the entire league. 

Sutton was in the top five in 
on-base percentage. His team 
qualified to play in the NBC 
World Series but was denied 
that chance due to an error by 
the league commissioner.

Similar to his time at PHS, 
Sutton quickly became a lead-

er on the team. Instead of just 
going through the motions 
while playing every night, 
Sutton focused on working 
on his launch angle. 

“With this being a wood-
en bat league, working on it 
(launch angle) was some-
thing that I personally want-
ed to get better at,” he said

Sutton wrapped up his 
time in Texas July 15 and will 
enjoy the next few weeks in 
Paris before heading back to 
Lake Land Aug. 16. 

“I am so thankful and 
blessed to come from such a 
great community that cares,” 
said Sutton. “That’s one thing 
I love about Paris, and I will 
always cherish what they did 
for me.”

Sutton finished his playing 
career at PHS with a .421 bat-
ting average, a .560 on-base 
percentage, eight home runs, 
93 RBIs, 126 runs scored, 
and 21 stolen bases. He was 
the primary leadoff hitter for 
head coach Creighton Tarr 
during the 2016 and 2017 
seasons.

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris’ Brady Sutton spent the summer playing with the Grand 
Prairie Pilots in the Great Southwest Collegiate League in Texas. 
Sutton, a 2017 graduate of Paris High School, is an outfielder 
for the Lake Land College Lakers.

Horizon 
Health 
hosting 
coaches

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

All area coaches in-
cluding those represent-
ing schools, travel teams 

and local 
l e a g u e s 
are invited 
to attend 
the annual 
Coaches’ 
Cookout, 
s p o n -
sored by 
Ho r i z o n 
Health.

T h e 
c o o k -
out will 
be held 
T h u r s -
day, Au-

gust 9, at 6:30 p.m., in 
the Tigers Den cafeteria 
at Paris High School, 
14040 E. 1200th Road, 
Paris. 

The event will feature 
two educational sessions. 
Ronald Wheeler, MD, 
orthopedic surgeon, will 
speak on “Hot Topics in 
Sports Medicine.” Tony 
Nasser, MD, FACC, FS-
CAI, cardiologist, will dis-
cuss “Heart Conditions in 
Athletes.”

Wheeler has an exten-
sive background in sports 
medicine, having served 
as team physician for many 
high school and college 
teams, including Western 
Illinois University. 

Nasser played football 
throughout high school 
and college. In 2002, 
he joined Indianapolis’ 
semi-professional team, 
where he participated in 
the Midwest Interstate 
Football League until 
2007. During that time, 
his team won three con-
secutive championships 
(2005-2007).

Attendees will also en-
joy a catered meal. 

Those attending will 
meet the Horizon Health 
sports medicine team and 
athletic trainers for the 
2018-2019 year. 

Coaches will also learn 
about an opportunity for 
free heart scans. 

Each coach in atten-
dance will receive a free 
gift.

RSVPs for the event are 
required by Wednesday, 
August 1. Contact Alli Ant-
kiewicz at Aantkiewicz@
MyHorizonHealth.org, or 
call 217-466-4244.

Annual event will 
provide education, 
information Aug. 9

WHEELER

NASSER

READY, SET, HIKE!

Jeremy Patterson/The Prairie Press 

Brody Bishop, center, participates in a passing drill during the JFL football camp.  The Paris JFL Tigers are prepping for the annu-
al jamboree in August and then the start of the season in the Wabash Valley Youth Football League.

Paris JFL camp underway

Jeremy Patterson/The Prairie Press 

Gus Gonzalez lines up on the ball during a drill at the recent junior football league 
camp at John P. Allen Field.

Young players now have 
new football equipment as 
they prepare for season PLAYER SAFETY IS OUR NUMBER  

ONE CONCERN OUT HERE AND  
THE NEW EQUIPMENT WAS NEEDED.”

CHIP KEYS
PARIS JFL

mailto:pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com
mailto:nzeman@prairiepress.net
mailto:prairiepresssports@gmail.com
mailto:Aantkiewicz@MyHorizonHealth.org
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2018 Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates
Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00

Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)
Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00
*** Punch Card will have a total of 30 punches.  For each 18 hole round, your card will be punched 3 times; 
for each 9 hole round, your card will be punched 2 times.  Good Weekdays and Weekends.  NOT VALID 
FOR TOURNAMENTS OR OUTINGS. THESE CARDS ARE TO BE USED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL ONLY!!!

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Hours 
Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday
7 a.m.-8 p.m.
*We will accommodate if 
they would like to schedule 
a tee time

Reduced Reduced

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

  

991+/- Acres
11 Tracts

ExcEllEnt, WEll MaintainEd 
ProductivE FarMland

HLS# JMW-12192

Owner: Blue Mound Farm LLC

8 0 0 . 4 2 4 . 2 3 2 4  |  h a l d e r m a n . c o m

Auctioneer: Russell D. Harmeyer,  
IL Auct. Lic. #441.002337

HRES IL Auct. Lic. #417.013288

Jaret Wicker: 765.561.1737 | Howard Halderman: 260.563.8888

Auction

Parker Township 
Clark County 

Illinois

august 22nd 
6 P.M. cdt 
casEy vFW

3% BUYER’S PREMIUM

POWERS BROS.Construction

FREE ESTIMATES    CALL TODAY!    

Concrete • Demolition    
• Excavation • Land Clearing

Backhoe • Dump Trucks • Excavator
Bulldozer • Skidsteer

217-419-5393

Farmers
Considering retiring, downsizing, or 

changing careers? We are a centennial 
family farm looking to expand so the 4th 
generation can start farming. If you farm 
in Moultrie and surrounding counties and 
want to help a young farmer get started 

farming, we would like to talk to you.

Contact:
Phone: (217) 791-0185

Email: rocko_2013@yahoo.com

Drop your  l id  o f f  a t  the  Extens ion
Off ice  in  Par is  by  noon on  August  2
to  have  i t  tested  for  f ree .  You  can
then  p ick  i t  back  up  wi th  resu l ts .      

Questions? Call
217-465-8585 

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils
Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and

employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate, call 217-465-8585.

2x3
U of I

DUNDAS
FROM PAGE 9A

one season of college start-
ing experience in the likes of 
Trubisky, it might take some 
time. 

The Bears head coach has 
also hired former Oregon 
head coach Chip Kelly 
disciple Mark Helfrich as 
offensive coordinator — 
even though Nagy will 
handle play calling duties 
this season.

Nagy is a big proponent 
of group thinking, and 
constantly open to new ideas 
and tweaking exisiting offen-
sive concepts, even bringing 
in input from his quarter-
backs. Much like his mentor 
Andy Reid, he has meshed 
what he’s learned and put his 
own spin on it — predicated 
on the Bears personnel. 

Bears fans, as well as 
other fans in the league, will 
start to see more concepts 
of what the Chiefs run, 
as well as the Super Bowl 
champion Eagles, otherwise 
known as RPO’s, or run/

pass options. These types of 
plays are dedicated to put-
ting one particular defensive 
player in a run/pass conflict, 
making his decision wrong 
every time, almost eliminat-
ing that player from the play, 
which creates a numbers 
advantage. 

It’s no different than 
watching Oklahoma and 
Nebraska trample oppo-
nents over three decades 
ago with the triple option, 
except now it’s done in 
space, further from the line 
of scrimmage. Next month, 
we will go more in depth 
ideas like these trickling 
up from the college level, 
and finally being accepted 
in NFL coaching circles. 
With the Eagles winning the 
Super Bowl, your NFL Sun-
days will start to look a little 
more similar to Saturdays 
than anticipated.

(Dan Dundas is a teacher 
and coach at Paris High 
School who also writes sports 
for The Prairie Press. Email 
him at dandundas82@gmail.
com.) 

Colts fans are rejoicing 

BY MICHAEL MAROT
 AP Sports Writer

WESTFIELD, Ind. (AP) 
— Andrew Luck looked com-
fortable in his old spot Thurs-
day.

He took command of the 
huddle, made all the required 
throws, chatted with team-
mates and coaches and even 
critiqued himself. He avoid-
ed one personal concern by 
successfully handling the first 
snap, and he was serenaded 
by Indianapolis Colts’ fans 
chanting his name.

Yes, after more than 19 
months of answering ques-
tions about his surgically 
repaired throwing shoulder, 
Luck finally got a chance to 
show everyone exactly what 
he could do during the team’s 
first training camp workout 
Thursday.

“It was a good day, a solid 
day in windy conditions,” new 
coach Frank Reich said fol-
lowing a two-hour workout in 
shorts. “I thought he looked 
strong, consistent, a good first 
day for him.”

The unofficial numbers: 4 
of 9 with one interception in 
two rounds of 11-on-11 and 
11 of 19 overall.

Of course, nobody expect-
ed Luck to be at his level best 
on Day 1.

The three-time Pro Bowl-
er had surgery on a partially 
torn labrum in January 2017, 
missed all of last season with 
lingering pain and didn’t re-
sume throwing again until 
May. He did light work during 
June’s three-day minicamp 
and ramped up his activity in 
California over the next six 
weeks.

Thursday marked the first 
time he worked out with the 
starting unit since the end of 

the 2016 season, and it was 
also his first real chance to get 
acclimated to Reich’s new of-
fense.

“He doesn’t have the fa-
miliarity that we have when 
it comes to running the of-
fense,” center Ryan Kelly said. 
“I mean you can look at it on 
paper for so long, but until 
you’re out there and running 
it ... So every so often in walk-
throughs, he’d ask me a few 
questions. It’s usually the oth-
er way around, so it’s kind of 
weird right now.”

The Colts also weren’t 
about to ask anyone to do 
too much too fast. So rather 
than turn things loose, Reich 
instructed his players to slow 
it down for the first two days.

It showed.
But that’s not why so many 

fans showed up to the team’s 
new camp site, Grand Park 

Sports Campus, in Westfield, 
Indiana — a northern suburb 
of Indianapolis.

They wanted to see the 
team’s most anticipated camp 
appearance since Luck arrived 
in town with the title of No. 1 
overall draft pick in 2012.

Some couldn’t wait. The 
line started forming more 
than two hours before prac-
tice began, and blue No. 12 
jerseys were a favorite fash-
ion option in the bleachers. 
When individual drills started 
to wrap up and it became ob-
vious Luck was about to start 
throwing, one fan shouted: 
“Get ready for the most antic-
ipated pass.”

Luck did not speak with 
reporters after the workout 
though he was more talkative 
than usual on the field.

He started the afternoon 
with a brief conversation with 

Reich and could be seen dis-
cussing specific plays with re-
ceivers and offensive linemen 
throughout the afternoon.

Reich liked most of what 
he saw.

“Really good,” he said. 
“Being under center, running 
team periods, making plays, 
seeing him hit the big play 
to (Eric) Ebron, you know, 
taking control of the huddle, 
making some checks at the 
line of scrimmage, just doing 
what he does. I mean you 
could see it in his demeanor, 
you could see it in his eyes, 
working through his progres-
sions. He was sharp.”

Luck is expected to throw 
again Friday. He will partic-
ipate in Saturday’s practice, 
but will not throw and then 
will return to full action Sun-
day night when the Colts are 
scheduled to practice in pads.

QB Andrew Luck 
returns after missing 
last football season 

Special to The Prairie Press

Indianapolis Colts quarterback Andrew Luck  talks with head coach Frank Reich on the first day 
of practice at the team’s training camp Thursday in Westfield, Ind. Luck is returning after missing 
last season because of a shoulder injury.

http://www.eagleridgeparis.com
mailto:rocko_2013@yahoo.com
mailto:dandundas82@gmail.com
http://www.prairiepress.net
http://www.halderman.com
http://www.parismartialarts.com
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Golf                   $5.00 per round
Laser Tag         $5.00 per round
              $13.00 3 round purchase
Laser Tag Membership Cards      $3.00
Arcade Games  Varies depending on game
Drinks                $1.00-$1.50
Candy Bars       $1.00
Misc. Candy      $.50
Chips                 $0.75
Arcade Party Room                 $75.00 per 2 hours 
Standard Observation Room    $100.00 per 2 hours
Deluxe Observation Room     $125.00 per 2 hours 

Hours:
Friday: 5-10
Saturday: 1-10
Sunday: 1-6

15624 U S HWY 150  •  Paris, IL
(217) 463-7337

Arcade Party Room Packages
Room size 24 x 11.5 = 276 st ft

Package 1    $125
Package 2    $175
Package 3    $225

B o o k  y o u r  P a r t y  t o d a y !

Deluxe Observation Party 
Room Packages

Room size 23 x 22 = 506 st ft
Package 1    $175
Package 2    $225
Package 3    $275

Package 1    $150
Package 2    $200
Package 3    $250

Standard Observation Party Room Packages
Room size 23 x 20 = 460 st ft

This Weekends
Special! 

buy one game of 
miniature golf and 

get one FREE.

SPECIAL! SPECIAL! SPECIAL!
Book a party or event in the month of July 

and receive $50 off any package.

SPIN CLASSES                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                   

The Rec will hold SPIN for Beginners, along with special classes, at 
random days and time throughout each month.  Please call or visit 

our facebook page or website for new announcements and upcoming 
opportunities!

Morning Spin Classes                          Day                  Time
SPIN with Beth Graham                                      T/TH                 5:30-6:15 a.m.
SPIN with Betsy Higginbotham                           W/F                  8:30-9:15 a.m.
SPIN with Corey Willoughby                               TH                   8:30-9:15 a.m.
                                                                                                      F                   12:00-1:00 p.m.
                                                                               SAT                 9:15-10:15 a.m.
SPIN with Darla Willoughby                                SAT                  8:00-9:00 a.m.

109 E. Madison Street, Paris

Evening Spin Classes                          Day                  Time
SPIN with Corey Willoughby                               M/W                 5:30-6:30 p.m.
SPIN with Shawn Bowers                                   T/TH                 5:30-6:30 p.m.

                                                          

All spin classes are first come, first serve. Payment must be made up 
reserving a bike. Call-ins welcome but must pay over the phone. 

No refunds for missed classes

Michelle Hall will be back to teach this fall

Summer Schedule: 
Tuesday, May 29 - September 1

BBQ Pulled Pork  $3.50
Ribeye Sandwich, Chips 
& Drink  $6.99 (no substitutes)

OPEN DAILY
11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St. • Paris, IL  

Flavor of the week:
Fudge Brownie

Cool off with our
Specials

Specials start Sunday!

Specials

KNOW HOW

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL

(217) 465-8551
Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

$399
/each

Black Magic
Bleche-Wite®

NCB 800002224

No Touch
Tire Care

NCB NT21

Rain-X 2-in-1
Glass cleaner &

Rain Repellent
NCB 5071268

Big saving on Select 

Car Care Products

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

HUGE ESTATE AUCTION   
AUGUST 11,   10:00 AM

 1051 E ROBERTSON DR., CLINTON, IN 
(1 block west of HWY 63 and HWY 163 stop light.  Watch for signs)

We will be conducting a very large auction of Personal property to settle the Estate of 
Donnie and Karen Robertson.
                                                       PERSONAL PROPERTY: Lots of antiques and collectibles including vintage Coca 

Colamachine, cigarette machine, advertising thermometers, beer signs and neons, 
decanters, Coca Cola trays, tons of Coca Cola advertising, Pepsi items, large bottle 
collection with milk, medicine and cola bottles, large selection of crocks, Coca Cola 
table/chairs, 7-UPcooler, DU and hunting items, old lunch box, large IU collection, 

autographs, Seamon print, several collector plates including Red Skelton, Norman 
Rockwell, quilts and sports plates, miniatures, wood sewing spools, sewing desk, 
lots of sewing supplies, quilts, nice daybed, end tables, lamps, rocker, nice deco 

horse, leather recliner, antique cabinets, hutch, hall tree, chairs, cabinets, shelves, 
Hoosier cabinet, marble top table, patio furniture, kitchenware, tons of Holiday 

decoration and lots of misc.
STAINED GLASS: Large sheets, plates and pieces of stained glass and all the tools 

to do your own stained glass work. Enough to nearly fill a truck.
see pics at: www.ronmckeeauctions.com

AUCTIONEERS NOTE: This Estate is HUGE and should run 2 days.....we're going 
to do it in one.  Truly, something for everyone.  Bring a chair and a friend and plan 

to stay awhile.  Bidding will be fast.  Not much shade but plenty of parking.  You will 
want to bring a truck and trailer.  Lunch will be offered by Chubby's BBQ (Jim Rigsby)
TERMS OF SALE: Cash, personal check with proper ID, credit or debit cards accepted 

with a 3% fee.  NO BUYERS PREMIUM.  All items sold strictly “AS IS”. All announce-
ments made day of sale supersede all printed material. Not Responsible For Accidents.

      RON MCKEE AUCTION SERVICE, INC.
      RON MCKEE, AUCTIONEER AU10400108
      (812) 466-5457 OR (812) 229-0711

BEARS PREPPING FOR HALL OF FAME GAME

Special to The Prairie Press

Chicago Bears quarterback Mitchell Trubisky, left, hands off the ball to running back Jordan Howard during an NFL football training 
camp in Bourbonnais Friday. 

Trubinsky learning new offense
BY GENE CHAMBERLAIN
Associated Press

BOURBONNAIS, Ill. 
(AP) — Not even the inter-
ceptions seem to frustrate 
quarterback Mitchell Tru-
bisky right now. Rather than 
worry about those picks, he’s 
busy picking up the nuanc-
es of the offense under new 
coach Matt Nagy.

Trubisky is throwing deep-
er in training camp more 
consistently, and any inter-
ceptions are all a part of the 
process as he gets used to a 
variety of new targets.

“I mean, what’s not to like 
about this offense?” Trubisky 
said.  “I love it. There’s a lot of 
options.  We throw the ball 
around a lot and we’re going 
to balance it with a great run-
ning game.”

Trubisky’s passes haven’t 
always found the target, as 
Thursday night’s preseason 
opener with Baltimore in the 
Hall of Fame Game approach-
es. For instance, he threw two 
interceptions in three plays 
earlier in the week to cor-
nerback Prince Amukamara. 
Deiondre’ Hall intercepted 
another pass Friday.

Trubisky, however, feels 
throwing it deep now to build 
timing will only make big 
plays easier later. And he cred-
its Nagy’s practice approach 
for instilling confidence.

“Lets me go out and play 
and be myself and not wor-
ry about mistakes,” Trubisky 
said. “But we do go in the film 
room and correct them.

“There is a big emphasis 
on not making the same mis-
take twice. Just go out there 
and play freely and let your 
instincts take over.  And then 
when we make mistakes, just 
go back and learn from it. It 
allows me to go out there and 
be myself and play freely,” he 
said.

Trubisky doesn’t want to 
convey the impression he’s 
laughing off practice intercep-
tions.

“I’m always mad when I 
throw an interception, but 
at the same time I don’t care 
what anybody thinks,” Tru-
bisky said. “I know what I’ve 
got to do. I made a lot of great 
throws. I made some bad 
throws and we’re testing and 
we’re getting better every day.

“Those (practice) mistakes 
are going to come — as long 
as we learn from them. It’s 

not a game, so it doesn’t really 
matter what everybody thinks 
and what everybody sees,” he 
said.

When Trubisky broke into 
the lineup in Week 5 last year 
under former coach John Fox, 
the emphasis was on playing 
it safe and operating a basic 
offense.  His final yards-per-
pass attempt average of 6.6 
ranked 45th among all NFL 
passers.

It’s changing for Trubisky, 
the second pick in the 2017 
draft, as he learns aspects of a 
more complex passing attack 
on daily basis.

“We’re throwing so much 
at these guys, where it almost 
feels like they’re in a torna-
do right now,” Nagy said. 
“There’s so many things being 
thrown at him.”

Nagy liked the way Tru-
bisky handled making several 
checks at the line of scrim-
mage in Friday’s practice.

“He’s adjusting to any nega-
tive-type plays, so if there’s an 
interception, there’s a screw-
up in the play call, in the hud-
dle he calls the wrong play, he 
regroups,” Nagy said.

Trubisky has just 25 starts 
as a quarterback since he 
played high school ball, so the 
inexperience factor must be 
overcome.

Bears receivers say they’re 
seeing a passer more com-
posed under pressure than 
could be expected from some-
one with little experience.

“He’s not frantic and things 
like that even when you get 
zero blitz and he’s throwing 
to the hot read,” wide receiver 
Taylor Gabriel said. “I’m im-
pressed and I’m excited.”

There’s plenty to pick up in 
the attack for everyone.

Many of Trubisky’s targets 
might line up at a number of 
positions, further complicat-
ing the assignment. Gabriel, 
running back Tarik Cohen 
and tight end Trey Burton all 
have plays from the backfield, 
split out wide or in the slot.

Burton, a member of last 
year’s Super Bowl champion 
Philadelphia Eagles, is en-
couraged by the way Trubisky 
and the receivers have built a 
rapport.

“Not as many mental errors 
as I would expect from my 
previous offenses,” Burton 
said.

It’s a relatively slow process 
overall, nonetheless, and the 
bulk of the pressure is go-
ing to be on Trubisky to be 
ready for the Sept. 9 opener at 
Green Bay.

“We’re building this puzzle 
right now, and each day we’re 
trying to take one piece of 
the puzzle and put it up there 
and then before you know it, 
at the end of this thing, you 
have that puzzle put together,” 
Nagy said.

NOTES: Rookie pass rush-
er Kylie Fitts missed practice 
time Friday with an arm inju-
ry. ... G Kyle Long was given 

the day off to rest.  ... LB Jona-
than Anderson and OL Dejon 
Allen engaged in the first fight 
of camp before being sepa-
rated. ... First-round pick LB 
Roquan Smith remains un-
signed. Former Bears coach 
Dave Wannstedt visited Bour-
bonnais for the first time and 
called Smith’s holdout a self-
ish act. “For a rookie to hold 
out because of some of the 
fine print (in a contract) it’s 
pretty selfish, I think, from an 
agent standpoint to do that,” 
Wannstedt said. “I mean, 
this kid needs to be here. He 
needs to be practicing. These 
are valuable days. They play a 
preseason game a week from 
now. And you do not get 
these days back.”

Special to The Prairie Press

Chicago Bears quarterback Mitchell Trubisky looks to pass 
during an NFL football training camp in Bourbonnais Friday. 
Trubinsky is shrugging off interceptions right now as he works 
to learn the nuances of a new offense of the Bears new coach
Matt Nagy. The Bears open their preseason in the annual Hall of 
Fame game Thursday (Aug. 2) in Canton, Ohio.
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MARSHALL – The scenic 
back roads of Clark County 
serve as the location for the 
16th annual antique tractor 
drive this weekend.

“I expect about 70 tractors,” 
said Mike Duzan, adding the 
number of participants vary 
each year. “We’ve had 120 in 
years past.”

Tractor owners from Iowa, 
Kentucky, Indiana and north-
ern Illinois are coming to 
drive.

A unique feature of this 
year’s event is the addition of 
steam-powered automobiles. 
Duzan said the cars are not 
part of the official event but 
participated Friday. 

The activities today, July 
28, for the steam-powered 

cars include loading up this 
morning at the Clark Coun-
ty Fairgrounds and traveling 
to Barrett Brothers Malfunc-
tion Junction at the intersec-
tion of state Route 1 and the 
Horace-Brocton Road. The 
cars unload there and drive to 
Newport, Ind., to climb the 
famed hill. 

A lunch stop in Dana, Ind., 
follows and the steam-cars are 

expected back at Malfunction 
Junction between 3:30 and 
4 p.m. Duzan did not know 
when the cars are to arrive this 
morning or when the drivers 
expect to leave for Newport.

The route the tractors drive 
today includes stops at Spike-
town, Clark Center and lunch 
at Lincoln Trail State Park. 
Another stop is a unique place 
near the river where five roads 

come together.
Sunday’s route is through 

the northeastern part of Clark 
County.

Duzan said all of the trac-
tors participating in the event 
are antiques.

The oldest is a 1938 or 
1939 F-20 Farmall with sev-
eral John Deere and Interna-
tional models from the 1940s 
and 1950s. Duzan also antic-

ipates a few Allis-Chalmers 
taking part.

He added driving the trac-
tors on the rural roads is a 
pleasant diversion for the an-
tique tractor collectors.

“It’s something to do with 
them other than load them 
up and take them to a show 
where you spit shine them 
and they sit and just get dirty,” 
said Duzan.

Antique tractors, steam cars in area

“I love theater in general, 
but in this show there is a 
sisterhood story,” said Bow-
ers, who has also partici-
pated in Paris High School 
plays. 

Like Bergdolt, Bowers 
had not seen the movie and 
did not know the story pri-
or to auditioning. She has 
developed an appreciation 
for the play as the rehearsals 
have progressed. 

“You can see the depth 
of relationships women can 
have with each other,” said 
Bowers.

Sarah Mills, Chrisman, 
plays Shelby, and There-
sa Tyner, Danville, plays 
Shelby’s mother M’Lynn. 
Both women are veterans of 

performing in the Danville 
area. 

Tyner wanted to do “Steel 
Magnolias” for the oppor-
tunity to perform with an 
all-female cast. 

“I was expecting a spirit 
of camaraderie, and I found 
it,” said Tyner.

The play is one of Mills’ 
favorite works, and she is 
dedicating her performance 
to her late brother.

“He passed away because 
of health complications so 
the show really hits close to 
home,” said Mills. 

Natasha Cash, Paris, is 
new to acting and live the-
ater. She plays the role of 
Clairee

“I’ve always wanted to do 
theater and as this is a favor-
ite story of mine, I decided 
to try,” said Cash.

She added the experience 
is positive and she wants to 
continue involvement with 
future community theater 
productions. 

Megan Williams, Paris, is 
another first-time perform-
er in a drama. She said her 
prior experience is limited 
to doing the Lake Ridge 
Christian Church Christ-
mas musicals for five years. 

“Steel Magnolias” is one 
of her favorite movies and 
the opportunity to act in a 
theatrical version intrigued 
her. She was also looking 
for a new experience.

“That was part of it – 
branching out and being 
brave,” said Williams, add-
ing she appreciates the op-
portunity to get acquainted 
with new people. Her role is 
Truvy.

She is already looking 
forward to more ventures 
into local community the-

ater.
“It is exciting to offer 

something to the commu-
nity here at the Tingley 
Center,” said Williams.  “It’s 
nice that it is here in town. 
It’s difficult for me to travel 
out of town.”

The Darkhorse Theatre 
production of “Steel Mag-
nolias” is being performed 
as two dinner theater eve-
ning shows and a matinee 
dessert show.

The dinner theater shows 
are Aug. 10 and Aug. 11, 
with dinner served at 6 p.m. 
and the doors opening at 
5:30 p.m. Ticket prices are 
$40.

The dessert matinee is 3 
p.m. Aug. 12 and the doors 
open at 2 p.m. Ticket prices 
are $25.

To purchase tickets, or 
for more information, call 
the Tingley Reception Cen-
ter, 217-466-1020.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The cast of “Steel Magnolias” rehearses a scene for the 
Darkhorse Theatre Edgar County production Aug. 10, 11 and 12 
at the Tingley Reception Center in Paris. Left to right, seated 
Theresa Tyner as M’Lynn; standing Barbara Bergdolt, Ouizer; 
Natasha Cash, Clairee; Sarah Mills, Shelby; Megan Williams, 
Truvy; and Hannah Bowers, Annelle. Ticket information about 
the two dinner shows and dessert matinee is available by calling 
217-466-1020.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Sarah Mills, left, and Megan Williams, right, are cast members of 
the Darkhorse Theatre Edgar County production of “Steel Mag-
nolias” Aug. 10, 11 and 12 at the Tingley Reception Center, Paris.

Joink will upgrade the Inter-
net service for the same build-
ings for $13,983.34.

Nelson Systems will install 
a new voice recording system 
for the police department for 
$13,164.22.

For the fire department, the 
council approved purchase 
of two replacement tires for 
Engine 6 from Neal Tire for 
$1,057.70, and maintenance on 
the department’s SCBA equip-
ment by Municipal Emergency 
Services for $1,799.05.

Water-Sewer Department 

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

Paris Mayor Craig Smith presents a plaque and proclamation 
on behalf of the city to Susan Hiddle, recognizing her eight 
years as city band director and manager, as well as a career 
music teacher for the Paris school system. The presentation 
took place at the opening of Monday’s city council session, 
with members of the City Band Board and other friends in 
the audience.

maintenance approved 
included chlorinator elec-
tronics from Brooks & As-
sociates for $1,197, and a 
generator repair at Well No. 
2 from Cummins for $2,281.

At the citizens’ participa-
tion portion of the meeting, 
the council heard concerns 
about ongoing erosion and 
damage at the East Lake boat 
ramp, and need for sidewalk 
repairs in the west portion of 
the city.

The next city council ses-
sion is 5:30 p.m. Monday, 
Aug. 13, at city hall, with an 
agenda-setting meeting at 4 
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 8.

http://www.DimondBros.com
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President Trump, during an 
interview on Fox News with 
Tucker Carlson, another fair 
and balanced 
host, was 
asked if the 
U.S would 
defend Mon-
tenegro from 
Russia.

No need, 
according to 
the presi-
dent, in a 
stunning 
revelation, 
“Montenegro is a tiny country 
with very strong people,” said 
Trump. “They are very aggres-
sive people. They may get ag-
gressive, and congratulations, 
you are in World War III.”

Several years ago, I took 
a geography class at Lake 
Land College, sparked by a 
burning desire to know the 
locations and names of all 
the nations. An interesting 
affair, we learned their sizes, 
populations, capitals, culture, 
languages, forms of govern-
ment and a smattering of their 
various religions. 

One of the tests the 
instructor gave consisted 
of a map. We were charged 
with finding, and identify-
ing all 195 countries in the 
world and all the other stuff 
heretofore mentioned. 

Big nations, and world 
powers, including the U.S., 
China, Russia, Japan, India, 
Germany, France and Great 
Britain, were easily identified. 
Having hit the books, and be-
ing prepared for the test (or so 
I thought), I whizzed through 
194 of the 195 nations. 

After the test, professing my 
ignorance, I asked the instruc-
tor the location of the 195th 
-Montenegro. She pulled a 
huge magnifying glass from 
her desk. Scanning the map 
for several minutes, she finally 
found a little speck, located on 
the edge of Russia.

“That is Montenegro.”
Montenegro, according to 

the stuff in the textbook, has a 
population of 629,237, and is 
about the size of Connecticut 
- 5,332 square miles. Need-
less to say, until the president 
enlightened me, I neither had 
an idea that it was comprised 
of, “very aggressive people,” 
nor aware they were itching to 
start World War III.

What really stunned me 
was the profound knowledge 
President Trump had about 
Montenegro. Upon mature 
thought, however, it struck 
me, that he was well-informed 
by his advisors, generals, 
admirals, etc. In addition, he 
learned a lot from his in-depth 
scanning of morning briefings, 
venting on Twitter and healthy 
servings of Fox News.

I don’t know about you, but is 
there anything better than strolling 
the Downtown Paris 
Farmers Market on 
a Saturday morning?

This time of 
year those of us 
who don’t have a 
garden find our 
way downtown to 
look for what we 
crave — heirloom 
and homegrown to-
matoes, sweet corn, 
green beans, greens 
and cabbage. We’re almost in a dead 
run to get home to slice one of the 
juicy tomatoes — not the tasteless 
ones you find at the supermarket — 
slather mayonnaise on two pieces of 
bread with the tomatoes — and then 
stand over the kitchen sink to enjoy a 
bite of heaven.

Buying from your local farmer al-
lows you to support local agriculture. 
This means the food you are eating 
comes from nearby, and does not 
require us to waste lots of energy and 
petroleum to ship the food halfway 
around the world. You are eating 
food in your environment, where it 
has perfectly-created nutrients for 
your specific climate and region. 

By shopping at the local farmers 
market, you will eat seasonally, fresh 
and ripe. This is a great way to in-
crease your overall health. Supermar-
kets offer too much variety, and the 
food is picked before it has ripened, 
decreasing the vitality. 

Food from your local farmers 
market is generally safer. Remember 
the recent outbreaks of E. coli? These 
things happen mostly in large indus-
trial settings, where businessmen 
work to mass produce food, preserve 
it and bag it in mass amounts.

Summer salads made with fresh 
local ingredients are something we 
can all appreciate. Let’s face it — 
there’s nothing like something grown 
locally by our friends and neighbors. 
It makes the salad, the mess of green 
beans with bacon and onion or the 
cucumbers and onions in vinegar and 
sugar taste that much better.

Every one needs a recipe box full 
of no-fail summer salad recipes. 
Invest in the box to ensure that you’ll 
never be without a quick and refresh-
ing recipe for a family-favorite salad. 

Sometimes you just can’t get 
behind the grill. Sometimes you just 

Rudy was a multi-million-
aire business executive from 
Eugene, Oregon.  Though his 

business 
kept him in 
the western 
part of the 
state, he 
often vaca-
tioned in 
the eastern 
part.  There 
he eventu-
ally bought 
some acre-

age in Idaho, 
just across from Oregon on 
the bank of the Snake River.  
A $400,000 waterfront ranch 
home was soon construct-
ed.  No ordinary house, 
it sat deep in wilderness, 
only accessible by boat or 
helicopter.  Scenic mountains 
rose to 2,200 feet a mere 50 
yards from the back porch.  
Continuing to reside in Eu-
gene, Rudy frequently boated 
himself  and his family to his 
luxurious vacation getaway.  
They usually stayed about 
one week per month.

The Snake River was well 
traveled by motorboats.  
Every few miles one or two 
homes or lodges lined the 
banks.  Thus Rudy’s family 
experienced no feeling of 
isolation.

Two years later, one fine 
autumn day, they arrived 
from Eugene to discover their 
house in shambles.  Vandals 
had broken every window.  
Shards of glass were scattered 
inside and out.  No clues 
pertaining to the culprits.  
No one in the canyon had 
witnessed trespassing.  
Sheriff ’s detectives were 
mystified.  Cleanup and 
repairs were expensive.  An 
insurance company footed 
the bill.  The insurer highly 
recommended that Rudy 
install security cameras.

The best guess was that 
some boaters or hikers, 
possibly the hippie type, had 
wandered by and enjoyed 
the rampaging vandalism.  
Rudy was quite angry, eager 
to press charges if it ever 
recurred.  It seemed so 
unusual.  He’d never met 
a soul in the wilderness 
who was unfriendly.  That 
included nearby residents, 
boaters, fishermen, hunters, 
rafters, hikers and all.  Some 
were indeed ragged looking 
characters, but everyone 
had been courteous and 
unsuspicious.

Several thousand dollars 
were spent on top-notch 
security cameras.  Several 
months passed uneventfully.  
The crime seemed isolated 
and unsolved.  A year later, 
however, the scenario 
occurred a second time.  
Somebody smashed every 

Vandalism 
solved

Salads spice up summer

need a great salad. I’m with you.
These summer salads are best 

served outside, on a picnic table, on a 
gingham tablecloth, where a pitcher 
of lemonade is starting to sweat. 
Because it’s summer. Make the most 
of the season’s greatest hits with these 
salads. I haven’t forgotten the sweet 

corn from friends like Wayne and 
Nancy Marrs as well as fresh eggs 
from L & A Family Farms and Phil 
Wright’s hearty bread that makes any 
salad complete.

The salad recipes I’m sharing with 
you this week are easy to prepare 

President has 
the scoop on 
Montenegro

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B
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It’s the time of the year 
when gardeners are busy freez-
ing, canning and preserving. 
We have learned to expect our 
food supply to be safe and free 
of food-borne pathogens, but 
that was not always the case.

We have Louis Pasteur to 
thank for germ theory and 
the science behind pasteur-
ization. Pasteur was one of 
many working in the golden 
age of French science between 
that nation’s revolutions. 

The golden age of science in 
France was bookended by the 
1789 French Revolution and 
the Second Revolution of 1848. 
The 1789 revolution produced 
the Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and of the Citizen as the 
document forming the First 
French Republic. 

Another uprising in 1848 
spawned the Second Republic 
and established the principle 
of the right to work (droit au 
travail). The newly established 
government created national 
workshops for the unem-
ployed and a sort of industrial 
parliament was established.

 Science flourished in 
France starting in the 17th 
century thanks to government 
support when King Louis XIV 
established the first institute 
for scientific research named 
Académie des Sciences. 

This led to 
ground-
breaking 
discoveries 
such as 
refrigerators, 
photogra-
phy and 
parachutes 
and put 
France at the 

top of world research. Familiar 
sounding names associated 
with the Académie established 
the basis for modern science. 

Joseph Priestley in the 
1770s stumbled into photo-
synthesis and gave us carbon-
ated soda water. He visited 
Ben Franklin to collaborate 
on the original theory of 
electricity. 

Priestley is best known for 
his defense of the phlogiston 
theory. Phlogiston being a 
substance contained in ma-
terials that causes fire when it 
escapes. When the phlogiston 
escapes what is left is ash. He 
actually discovered oxygen 
but did not appreciate the sig-
nificance. His final years were 
spent in the U.S. after fleeing 
the revolution.

Antoine Lavoisier was a 
French nobleman. In the 1780s, 
he built on Priestley’s work in 
combustion. He understood the 
role oxygen plays in combustion 

and even named both oxygen 
and hydrogen. He contribut-
ed to the first list of elements 
versus compounds forming our 
modern chemical nomenclature 
system.

Lavoisier, a meticulous ex-
perimenter, recorded detailed 
measurements. He moved 
chemistry from qualitative 
observation to quantitative 
measurement. Through 
experiments burning sulfur 
and phosphorus in closed 
containers he recorded all 
masses. He uncovered the law 
of conservation of mass and 
confirmed masses are always 
in fixed ratios. He is the father 
of stoichiometry, which is 
balancing chemical equations 
and working through the 
masses of reactants and prod-
ucts. Today this consumes 
much of the first semester of 
beginning chemistry. Being a 
nobleman, his life ended when 
he was imprisoned, tried and 
guillotined.

Joseph Louis Gay-Lussac 
was a child of the revolution 
with a career after the First 
Revolution. He is known 
mostly for discovering that 
water is made of two parts hy-
drogen and one part oxygen.

Wine was important, and 
he worked on alcohol-water 
mixtures. Gay-Lussac created 

the burette and pipette for 
measuring fluids. His work 
with alcohol by volume in 
mixtures (abv) leads directly 
to our practice of labeling the 
strength of spirits using proof 
or concentration of alcohol. 

Claude Bourgelat was an 
authority on horse manage-
ment. He was also a French 
veterinary surgeon. Born in 
Lyon, he founded the first 
veterinary college there. It 
took him years to build the 
connections and get approval 
to open, but within the first 
year the college transformed 
animal health care.

 Louis Pasteur was the son of 
a first revolution peasant. His 
career peaked near the end of 
the first republic and transition 
to the second. His grandfather 
and father were tanners, but 
Pasteur was the first of his 
family to attend college. His 
doctoral dissertation was on 
optical activity in crystals. 

He studied the way light is 
rotated when passing through 
a crystal. This led to our 
understanding of molecular 
structure. 

His work still results 
in chemical names today. 
Dextrorotary is right rotated 
and Levorotary means left 
rotation. What do you think 
dextrose sugar does to light? 

Our body can only digest dex-
tro (right handed) glucose and 
levo (left handed) proteins. 
We can’t digest Levo glucose 
and dextro proteins. Modern 
no-calorie sweeteners take 
advantage of this. A levo-sugar 
can taste sweet but contain no 
digestible calories 

Pasteur’s research career 
transitioned into the study 
of fermentation, again for 
the wine industry. He sided 
with the minority view that 
fermentation is carried out 
by a microorganism, which 
he found to be yeast. The ma-
jority opinion at the time was 
fermentation was the result of 
a chemical reaction. 

Pasteur identified the yeast 
fungus and how to control the 
fermentation process. It was 
something of a continuation 
of the family trade where mi-
crobes, although unknown at 
the time, were used on animal 
hides converting them into 
a flexible and lasting leather 
material. Native Americans 
chewed hides to work them 
and coat them with bacteria. 
They didn’t know why, just 
that it worked.

Germ Theory got its start 
with Pasteur. He and a minori-
ty of other scientists believed 
microorganisms cause disease. 
He first took on anthrax but 

soon started on cholera. He 
isolated the microbes and 
found a vaccine. His fame 
came when he successfully 
treated a boy for rabies using 
weakened microbes to help 
the body’s natural defense 
system. He did succeed in 
creating vaccines for cholera 
and anthrax in sheep. 

Tuberculosis bacteria were 
often found in dairy products. 
In 1864, he devised a process 
to kill harmful bacteria. By 
heating the product the bac-
teria are killed, but it needs to 
be cooled before it cooks. The 
secret is regulating the rate of 
heating to maximum tempera-
ture and cooling. Named for 
him, the process of pasteuriza-
tion was especially important 
before refrigeration. 

If you put up garden pro-
duce be sure to carefully ster-
ilize the jars and properly heat 
the materials. The alternative is 
blanching and freezing which 
also prevents microbes from 
reproducing.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us) 

Best of times, worst of times for French science

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

See SALADS, Page 11B

NANCY 
ZEMAN
COOKING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

SUMMER SALAD HERBED RICOTTA

• 1/3 cup ricotta cheese 
• 2 basil leaves (chopped finely)
• 1 teaspoon fresh oregano (chopped 

finely)
• 1 teaspoon fresh thyme (chopped)
• 2 tablespoons olive oil 
• 1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar 
• salt 
• pepper 
• 1 pound heirloom tomatoes (cut into 

½ inch slices)
• 1/2 English cucumber (sliced)
• 6 radishes (sliced)
• 1 serrano pepper (chopped)
• 1/2 red onion (sliced)
• 1/4 cup fresh basil leaves (chopped)
• 1 tablespoon fresh oregano leaves 

In a small bowl combine the ricotta 
cheese with the basil, fresh oregano 
and thyme. Set aside.

In another small bowl whisk togeth-

er the olive oil, balsamic vinegar, salt 
and pepper.

Arrange the tomato slices, cucum-
ber, radishes and onion on a large 
platter then drizzle with the dressing. 
Season with salt and pepper if needed, 
then top with chopped serrano pepper 
and dollop ricotta mixture evenly over 
the tomato slices.

FARMERS MARKET SALAD
Serves 4

For the dressing:
1/3 cup white wine vinegar
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh 

herbs, such as parsley, basil, tarra-
gon, dill, mint

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black 

pepper
1/2 cup olive oil

For the salad:
1 medium bunch green leaf lettuce 

(about 8 ounces)
2 medium tomatoes
1 medium cucumber
1 medium ear corn, shucked
6 medium radishes
1 medium avocado
6 ounces sliced bacon, cooked and 

crumbled
4 hard-boiled eggs, halved
1/2 cup crumbled blue cheese

Make the dressing: Whisk all the 
ingredients together in a small bowl 
until emulsified and well-combined; 
set aside.

Make the salad: Cut the lettuce 
leaves crosswise into thin shreds and 
place in a large bowl. Core and dice the 
tomatoes; add to the bowl. Trim the 
cucumber, dice and add to the bowl. 
Cut the corn kernels from the cob and 
add to the bowl. Trim and thinly slice 
the radishes and add to the bowl. Halve 
and pit the avocado, dice into 1/2-inch 
pieces and add to the bowl. Add the 
bacon, eggs and cheese to the bowl.

Drizzle with the dressing and toss to 
combine. The salad is best served the 
day it’s made.

See CODGER, Page 2B
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TOPS groups meet and weigh in
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Morning TOPS #IL 1563 
met Thursday, July 19, with 
17 members attending the 
meeting.  Club members 
recognized were: Jean Dan-
iels, TOPS weekly best los-
er; Sauny Preston, KOPS 
weekly best loser; Wanda 
Luth recognized as a 20-year 
KOPS member; and  Gretch-
en Dyl won both the walking 
drawing and the food chart 
drawing. 

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 

with weigh-ins beginning 
at 8 a.m. and the meeting 
starting at 9 a.m.  Visitors 
and new members are always 
welcome and more informa-
tion is available by calling 
251-5190.

Evening TOPS #IL 2318 
met Tuesday, July 24, with 17 
members weighing in and 17 
attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Jayne Peters, TOPS 
weekly loser; Marion Pate, 
KOPS weekly loser and 
KOPS drawing winner; Kel-
ly Tinsman, TOPS best los-
er for June; Carmen Minge, 

KOPS best loser for June; 
Myndy Wooten, top walker; 
Vena Smith and Patty Fel-
genhauer, tied as the best 
exerciser.

Felgenhauer delivered a 
program about medications 
and health. This meeting also 
installed officers for the up-
coming year.

TOPS #IL. 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh-in is from 5:45 to 6:50 
p.m., and the meeting starts 
at 7 p.m. More information is 
available by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-6300.

Gene and Jenny Barkley mark 50th anniversary
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Gene and Jenny Barkley of 
Paris will observe their 50th 
wedding anniversary with an 
open house Saturday, Aug. 11, 
at Step Station. Family and 
friends are invited to join the 
couple from 3 to 6 p.m. to cel-
ebrate the occasion. 

O. Eugene Barkley and the 
former Jennifer Lynn Holcomb 
were married Aug. 10, 1968, at 
the First Presbyterian Church 
of Paris. The marriage followed 
their graduations from Paris 
High School, as well as Illinois 
Wesleyan University and Indi-
ana University, respectively.  

Following marriage, the 
couple moved to Washington, 
D.C., where he earned a Master 
of Divinity degree from Wesley 
Theological Seminary, while 
she was employed as a secre-

tary and teacher.  
By 1971, with infant daugh-

ter Kara Lynn, the young family 
returned to Illinois to establish 
a home in Ridge Farm, where 
Gene Barkley served as pas-
tor of the United Methodist 
Churches in Ridge Farm and 
Indianola for five years. Their 
second daughter, Jana Michele, 
was born in 1975.

The family relocated to 
Paris in 1976 where Gene 
Barkley joined his father and 
brother in the five-generation 
family farm operation, from 
which he is now semi-retired. 
Jenny Barkley pursued a ca-
reer in journalism, reporting 
community happenings at 
the Paris Beacon-News for 
nearly 25 years.

The Barkleys are active 
members of the First United 
Methodist Church. He has 

served many years at the coun-
ty and state levels of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau. She has retired 
and enjoys genealogy research 
and serving as a volunteer in 
the community.

The event will be hosted by 
their family - Larry, Kara, Bray-
lon and Brylee Rose of Evans-
ville, Ind.; and Ryan, Jana, 
Kaelyn and Kamryn Holmes 
of Champaign. 

Yuza celebrates centennial birthday
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Mary Yuza is celebrating her 
100th birthday with an open 
house from 2-4 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 5, in the activity room at 
Paris Healthcare Center.   

Yuza was born Aug. 9, 1918, 
at Chicago. She married Joe 
Yuza in 1939, and he passed 
away in 2006.

She moved to Paris in 1966. 
Through the years, she en-
joyed traveling with her hus-
band, visiting 48 states. She 
enjoyed planting flowers and 
her tomato plants. 

She was a volunteer cook 
at St. Mary’s School and is a 

member of St. Mary’s Church. 
She was involved with the 
Catholic Daughters, Altar 
Society and went on several 
retreats. 

She belonged to a bunco 
club, a grandmothers club and 
still enjoys playing cards.

Yuza is the last living mem-
ber of her immediate family 
having been preceded in death 
by her parents and two sisters.  

She has four living children 
Joe (Beth) Yuza Jr. of Wichita, 
Kan., John Yuza of Paris, Jeff 
( Joan) Yuza of Sarasota,Fla., 
and Mary Jo (Larry) Edens 
of Ada, Okla.; seven grand-
children, Joe (Kara) III of 

Wichita, Kan., Steve of Cha-
nute, Kan., Mike ( Jennifer) of 
Wichita, Kan., Jennifer (Fran-
cois) of Sarasota, Fla., Logan 
( Jessica) of Oklahoma City, 
Okla., Laramie of Ada, Okla., 
and Cullen of Ada, Okla.; and 
10 great-grandchildren, Ol-
ivian of Wichita, Kan., Seth 
of Chanute, Kan., Derek and 
Hayden of Wichita, Kan., 
Olivia of Sarasota, Fla., and 
Kassidy, Kynnsey, Rhyann, 
Aubrey and Madison of Okla-
homa City, Okla.  

She has one deceased 
daughter, Janice, and one de-
ceased grandchild, Clayton.

The family encourages 

friends to stop by during the 
open house to wish her a hap-
py 100th birthday.

Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
accepting nominations for ‘Honor 200’
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — We’re 
honoring 200 veterans from 
across the state who have 
gone above and beyond the 
call of duty on their achieve-
ments and on the extent to 
which their contributions 
have aided, benefited and 
provided inspiration to their 
community.

More than 100 veterans 
have already been nominat-
ed to be recognized as part of 
Illinois’ Bicentennial celebra-
tion, but we are looking for 
more nominations.   

Nominees will be evalu-
ated based on their achieve-
ments in dedicating their 

time and energy to build their 
communities and assist their 
fellow veterans and service 
members. 

The honorees will be an-
nounced in September and 
will be featured guests at 
the Bicentennial Party Gala, 
which will be held at Chica-
go’s United Center.

Anyone can nominate a 
hero. The Governor’s Office 
of the Illinois Bicentennial 
and the Illinois Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs will ac-
cept nominations through 
August 31, 2018.  

Written nominations can 
be sent to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, 69 
W. Washington Street, Chica-

go, 60601 or online by click-
ing on “Honor 200” at www.
illinois.gov/veterans.

The Official Illinois Bicen-
tennial Celebration began 
last December 3, 2017, with 
events in Springfield and 
Chicago. The celebration has 
continued with programs 
and events throughout 2018, 
ending with the Bicentennial 
Birthday Party on December 
3, 2018 at the United Center.  

The HONOR 200 vet-
erans will be recognized 
during the Birthday Gala.  
For information on the Bi-
centennial and to find out 
how your community can 
participate go to www.illi-
nois200.gov.
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window, creating a 
disgusting mess.

Sheriff ’s officers showed 
up in a motorboat.  So did 
an insurance detective.  
Together, with Rudy and 
his family, they carefully 
observed camera film 
with enthusiastic hopes.  
Sure enough, the photos 
exposed the culprits very 
plainly wrecking the house.  
Surprisingly, the guilty 
individuals were a herd of 
Rocky Mountain bighorn 
sheep, notably the rams.

As done previously, 

the insurance company 
paid for damages.  This 
time the house was 
thoroughly covered with 
non-reflective surface 
materials.  The rams had 
mistakenly attacked and 
eliminated would-be 
competitors.  No criminal 
charges were necessary, 
of course.  Several years 
have elapsed since then 
with no vandalism of any 
kind.

(Allen “Big Al” 
Englebright is a retired 
schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at 
The Prairie Press, 101 N. 
Main, Paris, Ill., 61944)

 Apparently, Montenegro 
has a huge army (1,950 active 
duty members); and a mighty 
navy (a few patrol boats, 
dinghies and row boats). The 
air force – two Cessna, and an 

Avro Lancaster – dominate 
the skies over Russia.

The Russians are terrified 
of the Montenegrins. Fortu-
nately, vast forests take up a 
huge chunk of the country. If 
Montenegro should attack, 
destroy cities, pillage villages, 
and ravage the livestock, 
Russians could flee into the 
interior – along with the mil-
itary forces (the navy would 
be out of luck).

Logistically, it would be 

difficult to move 1,027,000 
active troops and 2,035,000 
reserves, 21,820 tanks, 25,975 
armored vehicles, 5,859 
military planes; and 5,000 nu-
clear–armed guided missiles.

The navy’s 526 ships 
would be sunk to avoid them 
falling into Montenegrin 
hands (you cannot hide 
an aircraft carrier behind a 
tree). Whether the navy has 
148,000 life jackets, who 
knows (the best bet is to get 

in front of the line)?
Yeah, the president has 

it right: Don’t mess with 
Montenegro.

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
recently started writing occa-
sional columns for the fun of 
it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)
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BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@hotmail.com

In an ongoing effort to 
bring information about 
Illinois’ 200-year celebration 
for becoming a state in 1818, 
let’s review some of the steps 
necessary for that to happen. 

There was a necessary 
compromise made by the 
members of Congress to 
admit Illinois as a state in the 
union. During that time there 
were great conflicts in our 
country about slave states and 
free states. 

The delegates in charge of 
presenting the case for Illinois 
to become a state knew the 
Northwest Ordinance of 
1787 required the territory 
be admitted as a free state 
because of its location north 

of the Ohio River. At the turn 
of the 19th century, two new 
slave states were added and 
Congress sought to add a free 

state for balance. 
Nathaniel Pope was 

selected by the territorial 
government to lead the 
delegation lobbying Congress 
for Illinois’ admission. The 
territory needed 60,000 
inhabitants to reach the 
population requirement and 
fixed borders were required. 

Pope made a dramatic 
speech comparing the state of 
Illinois to a fictional lady with 
her head in Lake Michigan 
and her feet in the Ohio River. 
Her one hand welcomed 
fellowship from the Wabash 
in the east and the other 
hand welcomed those from 
the Mississippi to the west. 
Although his petition was 
allegorical, he drew a picture 
in the minds of those listening 

to inspire them to vote for 
passage. 

According to the 1787 
Northwest Ordinance, the 
northern line for Illinois was 
a line straight across from 
the northern boundary lines 
of Indiana and Ohio. If that 
boundary was used, there was 
no way for the mythical lady 
to have enough water to wet 
her hair. That original line 
barely touched the south end 
of Lake Michigan.  

(A note about the northern 
boundary line. Modern maps 
depicting the Northwest 
Territory often depict the 
northern boundary of the 
Illinois territory as it is today 
as a state. Those maps should 
have a line extending straight 
across from the northern 

edges of Indiana and Ohio. 
Doing further investigation, 
there is evidence of a line even 
farther south which seems to 
back the theory that all three 
states moved their boundary 
lines for logical purposes, 
which indicates no boundary 
line can stand up to political 
forces.)  

Illinois faced two hurdles 
for admission. The territory 
did not have 60,000 people 
and the northern property 
line was in question. It was 
not too hard to convince 
Congress to extend the 
line farther north because 
Indiana and Ohio had already 
shifted their boundary lines 
to the north when they were 
admitted. 

COMPILED BY NED JENISON
 Former Editor and Publisher
 Paris Beacon-News

The following articles are taken 
from the pages of the Paris Daily 
Beacon for the week of  July 22-
July 28, 1918, and from the Paris 
Beacon-News for the same week 
in 1968, reflecting the news of the 
Paris community exactly 100 and 
50 years ago this week.

ENLISTS IN DRUM CORP
James Musselman Blackman, 16 

years old of this city, has enlisted in 
the drum and trumpet corps of the 
United States Marines.

BEACON CARRIER  AN ENSIGN
Kirk Coleman, son of Rev. 

M. G. Coleman and a former 
Beacon carrier boy, graduated 
at Annapolis, Md., and has been 
appointed an Ensign on the U. S. 
Battleship Mississippi

WINDY CITY CHILDREN ARRIVE
Sixty-eight children from 

the slums of Chicago will arrive 
Wednesday at the interurban 
station on a special from Terre 
Haute to Paris to accommodate 
the children.

Those who have children 
coming are requested to call at 
the Community House. Homes 
have been provided in Grandview, 
Symmes, Edgar, Paris, Stratton 
and Buck Townships.

FIRST FALLEN PARIS SOLDIER
Paris paid honor to the 

memory of the first Paris soldier 
to die in the service of his country 
during the war with Germany.

A public funeral was held from 
the Link chapel for Lee Porter, 
son of Mrs. Eliza Porter, who was 
invalided from service in France 
and who died aboard ship on his 
way back to this country.

SUGGEST BENCHES FOR SQUARE
Noting that one of the largest 

crowds that ever attended a 
public concert in Paris was out 
to hear the beautiful music 
discoursed by the Paris Band, 
Dr. H. B. Rowe suggested that 
it would be proper to place 
benches on the public square to 
accommodate those who gather 
at these weekly concerts to 
enjoy the music and the cooling 
breezes. Who will get back of the 
suggestion?

FIFTY YEARS AGO
HARNESS RACING EXPANDS

Harness racing – Sport of 
Kings – returns for its annual 
one-week stand at the Edgar 
County Fair.

This year, the racing program 
has been increased to four 
afternoons due to increased 
interest with action Tuesday 
through Friday.

CENSUS COUNT STARTS
“Operation Head Count” will 

open in Paris as applicants for the 
job of special census takers report 
to the city hall. The important 
special population census will 
get underway late this week. The 
census was requested by the Paris 
City Council and endorsed by the 
Chamber of Commerce to revise 
the present official population, 
which is nearly 10 years out of 
date.  The official 1960 census 
lists the city at 9,823.

KILL WATERSHED PLAN
Development of the proposed 

Brouilletts Creek Watershed 
project under Public Law 566 
has been turned down by the 
U. S. Soil Conservation Service 
because of insufficient benefits in 
relation to development costs.

PATTY MILDAZIS NEW QUEEN
Standing before the record 

crowd of the 1968 Edgar County 
Fair, tall honey-blond Miss Patty 
Mildazis was crowned queen of 
the annual exposition, succeeding 
last year’s queen Miss Jan Day of 
Vermilion.  First runner-up was 
Miss Cynthia Blair, out of the field 
of 22 contestants.

 (Editor’s note: The weekly Illinois 
Bicentennial series is brought to you 
by the Illinois Associated Press Media 
Editors and Illinois Press Association. 
More than 20 newspapers are creating 
stories about the state’s history, places 
and key moments in advance of the 
Bicentennial on Dec. 3, 2018. Stories 
published up to this date can be found at 
200illinois.com.)

BY MIKE KOZIATEK
The Belleville News-Democrat

A gaggle of rambunctious fifth-
graders scrambled to the top of 
the 100-foot-high Monks Mound 
to get a great view of the Gateway 
Arch in downtown St. Louis and 
burn off energy at the end of their 
class field trip to the Cahokia 
Mounds State Historic Site.

Before climbing Monks Mound, 
the Gardner Elementary students 
from Waterloo, Illinois, toured the 
historic site’s spacious interpretive 
center in Collinsville and learned 
how Native Americans based at 
the mounds conducted trade with 
people in other regions, including 
the Great Lakes for copper and the 
Gulf of Mexico for seashells.

“People from around the world 
come here to see the Cahokia Mounds, 
and it’s right in our backyard,” said 
Amy Wagenknecht, one of the 
students’ teachers.

The students were among the 
estimated 300,000 people who visit 
the state historic site each year.

Monks Mound was built by Native 
Americans, who are now known 
as members of the Mississippian 
culture. It is the largest pre-
Columbian, earthen structure in 
all of North and South America, 
said Bill Iseminger, the assistant 
site manager who has worked at the 
Cahokia Mounds site since 1971.

It also is one of the 80 earthen 
mounds remaining in the area, with 70 
of the mounds protected within the 
Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site, 
which encompasses 2,200 acres. There 
originally were 120 mounds at the site.

At the height of the Cahokia 
Mounds, an estimated 10,000 to 
20,000 American Indians lived at the 
site, and perhaps twice as many lived in 
the region, Iseminger said.

Cahokia was the largest prehistoric 
American Indian settlement north of 
Mexico. It’s known as America’s first 
city, and it is believed to have had a 
population larger than London in 
1250.

Archaeologists are not sure why 
the Mississippians formed this major 
settlement around 1000 to 1050, and 
they don’t know why the site was 
abandoned by 1400, Iseminger said.

“The urban nature of Cahokia is 
what intrigues a lot of archaeologists 

and historians; trying to understand 
how it began and how it ended and 
that middle period is all something 
we’re all constantly trying to unravel,” 
Iseminger said. “We don’t know what 
they called themselves or this place. It’s 
not really a tribe, it’s an urban area.”

Archaeologists have raised 
questions about why the city rose 
from the Mississippi River flood plain 
near present-day St. Louis: Was it a 
powerful leader? Was a new religion 
developing? Was it inspired by a 
supernova seen worldwide in 1054?

Iseminger said a combination of 
motivations likely caused the Cahokia 
site to be abandoned.

“They probably depleted most 
of the natural resources in the area,” 
Iseminger said.

Other possible causes include: a few 
bad leaders running the city; reduced 
crop production caused by extended 

OUT OF THE PAST

After writing about the 
sheep barn, I got to think-
ing about my memories 
of the 
fair from 
visiting 
the animal 
barns and 
watching 
my first 
pig show. 

My dad 
accompa-
nied my 
brother 
and me to the livestock 
barns at the Edgar County 
Fair back in the 1940s. I 
kind of remember I went 
reluctantly because my 
brother was so excited with 
the idea and many times I 
was at odds with him just 
’cause we were brothers. 

It didn’t take long for me 
to change my mind when 
we went to the dairy cow 
barn and I was amazed at 
how large the Ayrshire, 
Brown Swiss and Hol-
steins were. They pretty 
well dwarfed the cows we 
milked at home.

The fair even had draft 
horses that were gentle 
giants and some were a lot 
fancier and colored differ-
ent than the Belgians we 
had at home. We traveled 
over to the hog barn and 
watched the pigs rooting 
in the dirt floors of their 
pens. I didn’t remember 
at the time of ever seeing 
so many different colored 
pigs, and I couldn’t figure 
out how the Landrace 
breed, with the large 
floppity ears, knew where 
to go. 

A lot of times we went 
to the sheep barn and 
watched the trimming and 
blocking of those woolly 
animals by their masters. I 
couldn’t figure out how a 
person got a sheep up on a 
block with just a little strap 
to hold them. Boy, a cow 
or a pig would not stand 
for that as far as I knew. 
Either sheep are smarter 
and did not like the ruckus, 
or they were not so wise 
and just stood there kind 
of sheepish like. 

A few years later when 
I was in 4-H I got a little 
taste of the hog show, 
which was in an area close 
to where the old sheep 
barn was. As I remember, 
there was not much of a 
fence around the show 

Escapades 
in showing

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

‘America’s first city’ endures
Special to The Prairie Press

Monk’s Mound is the largest mound at the Cahokia Native American site and is the largest man-made earthen mound in the 
North American continent. The mound stands about 100 feet tall and has a base measure of 955 feet at its widest.

Special to The Prairie Press

Visitors of the Cahokia Mounds Interpretive Center observe a display which depicts 
how archaeologists believe Native Americans lived at the site. Entrance into the Inter-
pretive Center is free and is open to visitors 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. The Cahokia grounds 
are open from dawn till dusk.

Special to The Prairie Press

Nathaniel Pope was the main 
spokesman from Illinois and 
his leadership closed the deal 
for Illinois to become a state 
in 1818.

See STATE, Page 4B

CAHOKIA’S MONUMENTAL ACCOMPLISHMENT

See MOUNDS, Page 4B
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droughts and cooling 
temperatures; flooding; 
nutritional problems from 
an overdependence on a diet 
of corn; a contagious disease 
could have spread with so 
many people living in close 
proximity; and a gradual 
breakdown of the ruling 
system with some challenging 
the authorities.

“Where they went or what 
tribes they became is not 
clear,” Iseminger said.

In the 1800s, the mounds 
were named after the Cahokia 
tribe that lived in the area 
when European settlers 
arrived. But that tribe had 
moved into this area long after 
the mounds site had been 
abandoned.

Iseminger said French 
settlers often named their 
villages after American 
Indians who lived nearby, and 
that’s the case for Cahokia, 
which is about 11 miles from 
the Cahokia Mounds site, 
which is in Collinsville.

Monks Mound is named 
after a group of French 
Trappist monks who lived 
near the mound on another 
mound from 1809 to 1813.

Many visitors think the 
mounds are burial sites, 
but Iseminger said most of 
the mounds were actually 
platforms for buildings. A large 
building on top of Monks 
Mound likely was the home of 
the site’s leader.

But archaeologists have 
found burials in Mound 72, 
where the remains of more 

than 280 people have been 
found.

The majority of bodies 
in the mass graves were of 
young women 15 to 25 years 
old, “who apparently had 
been sacrificed and buried in 
these mass graves,” Iseminger 
said.

“We don’t know why; all 
we see is the end result,” he 
said. The sacrifices occurred 
between 1050 to 1100.

“One burial seemed to 
be an individual of great 
importance; he was buried 
with the remains of other 
individuals on what appeared 
to be a platform of shell beads,” 
according to the Cahokia 
Mounds website.

Archaeologists have 
found evidence of sun-based 
calendars comprised of red 
cedar posts in large circles on 

the Cahokia site. 
The circles were dubbed 

Woodhenge in a nod to 
Stonehenge in England.

In 1985, posts were erected 
at the Cahokia site to replicate 
one of the original circles.

Visitors can also see a 
reconstruction of what the 
wooden wall blockading 
Cahokia might have looked 
like.

The Cahokia site was 
protected by the state in 1920s 
and in 1982 was named a 
World Heritage Site by the 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization.

Timothy Pauketat, an 
archaeologist and professor 
of anthropology for the 
University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, urges 
the U.S. government to give 

federal protection to the 
Cahokia Mounds.

Pauketat, who published a 
book about the mounds titled 
“Cahokia: Ancient America’s 
Great City on the Mississippi” 
in 2009, said many Illinoisans 
do not recognize, “what 
a tremendous historical 
phenomenon existed in the 
southwestern part of the state.

“What happened there is 
comparable to the birth of 
civilization in Mesopotamia 
or Mesoamerica, except that 
Native Americans did it here 
and in ways culturally and 
contextually unique,” he said 
in an email.

“The scope of the 
preservation problem is 
so great, which is why we 
need national involvement,” 
Pauketat said. “The state of 
Illinois can’t do it all.”

MOUNDS
FROM PAGE 3B

STANLEY
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ring, but there were sure a 
lot of people standing on the 
edge of it. 

Denny and Donny Adams 
from our 4-H club were 
showing Duroc hogs and back 
in those days it was mostly a 
scramble when the kids got 
in the ring with their favorite 
pigs. It got a little tricky trying 
to figure out which hog went 
with which kid. 

One of those Adam’s red 
pigs had a mind of his own, 
and one of the twins hollered 

to me to help corral that pig. 
Well, I had no clue so I just 
kind of followed him around 
that ring until someone 
hollered, “pen him.”  I wasn’t 
about to stick a pin in that pig, 
but a couple of men did the 
job for me and ran that fool 
pig into a little pen set up on 
the edge of the ring. 

I don’t remember what col-
or of ribbon that pig won, but 
back in those days I thought 
the green, pink and yellow 
ribbons were just as pretty as 
those great-big purple ones. 

A year or two later my 
brother and I showed 

shorthorn cattle, and I recall 
an event when I showed 
Strawberry’s Delight, a large 
mother cow, against my 
brother who led Snowflake, a 
small calf, for the grand cham-
pion of that class. Both those 
animals were my brother’s, 
but the cow and I won a big 
purple ribbon. 

On the way back to the 
livestock barn something 
spooked the cow and she 
took off. Well, I wouldn’t let 
go and she managed to drag 
me, and that purple ribbon 
through a nice, fresh pile of 
cow manure. 

When I finally got her 
stopped my brother caught 
up with me and gave me 
heck for getting such a smelly 
streak of green matter on that 
ribbon. My response was, “I 
thought the cow was more 
important, I plumb forgot 
about the ribbon.” 

The cattle herd that my 
brother and I established 
helped pay for college, and it 
sure wasn’t exactly a hobby 
but a project that involved 
dedication and hard work.

A generation later my girls 
showed pigs at the 4-H fair 
and one year we had a boar 
that was a grand champion of 
all breeds. Those girls worked 
hard at taking care of those 
animals and they were better 

at showing than I was. Part of 
the result of that show came 
to our family when we sold 
all of the litter mate boars for 
tidy sums. One of my daugh-
ters had almost as many gilts 
as I did and the production 
from them helped her go to 
college.

Later with my own pro-
duction I did show some of 
my better animals. We did 
not win a championship at 
any big shows, but the other 
breeders helped me achieve 
enough repute that I was able 
to market breeding stock over 
several counties of Illinois and 
Indiana. 

Today there is a different 
emphasis, a kid can buy an an-
imal and tend it a few months, 
and if he or she is lucky and a 
pretty good showman, they 
can receive a good chunk at 
the 4-H auction for their ef-
forts. Some go on to produce 
show animals for others to 
buy and some produce breed-
ing or commercial livestock. 

Times have sure changed, 
but for those who are dedi-
cated to the improvement of 
livestock it takes a lot of sweat 
and gumption.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

Moving the border 
north was regarded as a 
benefit to trade and travel 
by connecting Illinois via 
Lake Michigan and making 
Chicago a port accessible to 
the northeastern states. 

A similar tactic was used 
to overcome the population 
issue. Ohio also set a 

precedent because it did not 
have 60,000 people when 
it was admitted in 1803. 
Congress approved the 
admission of Ohio with just 
40,000 people.

Illinois had only about 
35,000 residents when 
Pope was lobbying 
Congress for statehood. 
Moving the boundary line 
approximately 30 miles 
north of where it was 

supposed to be added the 
concentrated population 
of the southern Wisconsin 
territory. Congress accepted 
Illinois as proposed and the 
territory officially achieved 
statehood Dec. 3, 1818. 

Dr. Floyd M. Davis 
writing for the Paris Beacon-
News in 1923 drew the 
conclusion that one of two 
things possibly happened 
for the positive vote.  

The first was Pope had 
such a forceful speech the 
opposition was swept aside 
by his convincing argument. 

Davis’ other theory, in his 
own words, “Nobody paid 
any attention to him, the 
few present being busy with 
their own affairs, or asleep, 
when he had finished the 
sergeant of arms drummed 
up a quorum that made us 
a state.” 

Special to The Prairie Press

An artist’s rendition of what the Cahokia Mounds settlement looked like during its peak.
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EDMOND, Okla. — A 
high-tech Bible in your pocket?

In 2018, it’s a reality for 
hundreds of millions of smart-
phone users around the world.

But a decade ago, when 
leaders of Oklahoma-based 
Life Church developed the 
popular YouVersion app, the 
concept was new.

“We just thought, ‘What if 
the Bible could be among the 
very first group of apps?’” said 
Bobby Gruenewald, pastor 
and innovation leader for the 
multisite evangelical church, 
which each week draws rough-
ly 75,000 worshippers to 29 
locations in nine states.

“It was profound how simple 
it was yet how well it connect-
ed us to God’s Word in places 
and environments where we 
didn’t have physical Bibles,” 
added Gruenewald, a onetime 

technology entrepreneur who 
entered full-time ministry in 
2001.

Life Church enlisted a 
19-year-old staff member 
named Sam Soffes — now a 
San Francisco-based software 
engineer for Lyft — to create 
the Bible app in 2008.

When Apple launched its 
app store 10 years ago this 
month, YouVersion was one of 
the first 200 free apps available 
— and the only Bible app.

“That first weekend, from 
Thursday to Sunday, we saw 
83,000 people install it on their 
iPhone, and it blew our minds,” 
Gruenewald said. “We had no 
idea that was possible.”

That was only the beginning.
Since then, YouVersion has 

been downloaded on more 
than 330 million devices and in 
every country in the world, ac-
cording to Life Church, which 
is a part of the Evangelical Cov-

enant Church denomination.
Countless other Bible apps 

have followed, but YouVersion 
remains the Gutenberg Bible 
of online technology, religion 
researcher Scott Thumma said, 
referring to the first mass-pro-
duced book, printed in the 
15th century.

“Indeed, YouVersion is the 
300-million-pound gorilla of 
Bible apps,” said Thumma, di-
rector of the Hartford Institute 
for Religion Research in Con-
necticut. “It is true there are 
many others now, but YouVer-
sion was the early front-runner 
and has continued to improve 
and offer features that make it 
the best and by far most often 
downloaded worldwide.”

At the beginning, YouVer-
sion offered the Bible in 15 ver-
sions and two languages.

Through partnerships with 
publishers and Bible societ-
ies, those numbers have ex-

panded to 1,700 versions and 
1,200 languages.

In the shadow of a massive 
white cross that overlooks 
Interstate 35 in the city of Ed-
mond, 32 Life Church em-
ployees — bolstered by 1,000 
volunteers around the world 
— work full time with YouVer-
sion. Tech support is offered in 
more than a dozen languages.

“The volunteers translate 
the buttons and interface 
work. They speak at least 50 
languages because every time 
we add a new feature, it has 
to be translated into 50-plus 
languages so that the inter-
face of the app is intact,” said 
Gruenewald in his newly built 
facility, where meeting rooms 
have glass doors and giant 
monitors and verses from the 
Scriptures are painted promi-
nently on the walls.

YouVersion — the first op-
tion that shows up in an App 

Store search for Bible — re-
mains free with no commer-
cial advertisements.

“When I ask a group of 
people about their overall 
digital experience, they often 
talk about how when they are 
at work or at school, they use 
their computer to come up 
with (Bible) things,” said John 
Dyer, who teaches a course 
on theology, technology and 
digital culture at Dallas Theo-
logical Seminary. “So in that 
world, they’re going to be 
exposed to something other 
than YouVersion.

“YouVersion is going to 
primarily be an app on their 
phone, and that’s something 
worth mentioning in the whole 
digital realm,” added Dyer.

An $8.3 million annu-
al budget, funded by Life 
Church members’ tithes 
and outside donations, pays 
for YouVersion. Benefactors 

support a mission to reach 
as many people as possible 
through their phones and in-
troduce them to Jesus.

The church never has had 
to hire a development person 
to raise funds for YouVersion, 
Gruenewald said, “because 
God has always provided the 
amount we need each year.”

Fostering digital devotions 
has become a ministry hiding 
in plain sight.

“There are people from our 
own church who are surprised 
sometimes when they learn 
the app is put out by their own 
church,” Gruenewald said. 
“It’s a missional output of our 
church, but we’re not trying to 
boost our church attendance 
numbers from it.”

Laura Wasson Warfel is a 
member of Living Springs 
Community Church, a Re-
formed Church in America 
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Pence 
threatens
Turkey

Mission to Moldova
BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Paris natives Elgin and Christina 
Combs knew they needed to listen to 
God’s calling shortly after he clearly 
gave a message to Elgin Combs.

“I was going to sleep and kept seeing 
three colors – blue, yellow and red,” said 
Elgin Combs, acknowledging he had no 
idea what the colors indicated.

He did an Internet search hoping to 
find an answer for the trio of primary 
colors that persistently flashed through 
his head. 

“I thought to myself, ‘I do not know 
what that means,’” he said. “Then at 4 
a.m. I woke up to my own voice saying 
Moldova.”

After Googling the word he thought 
he had made up in his sleep, Combs 
discovered Moldova is a small Eastern 
European country that gained its 
independence from the Soviet Union 
in 1991. He also saw the country’s blue, 
yellow and red flag. 

“It sounds crazy, but that changed 
the chapter in our lives,” he said of the 
experience that occurred in May ,2017. 

Familiar with missionary trips to 
Mexico, Elgin Combs recognized 
God was calling him and his family to 
Moldova to minister to the country’s 
citizens by planting churches and 
providing leadership to Chi Alpha 
Moldova. 

Chi Alpha is a ministry of the 
Assemblies of God organization 
for college students of all different 
backgrounds and denominations.

Elgin Combs, a 1999 graduate 
of Paris High School, and his wife, 
Christina, had called Mattoon their 
hometown for more than seven years. 
They have three children Lilian, Isaiah 
and Judah. The family of five is leaving 
the United States Aug. 1 en route to 
Moldova. Preparing for the trip, they 
sold their home and belongings and 
now possess only 16 pieces of luggage 
and a guitar. 

Upon arrival in the capital city 
Chisinau, they will rent a small 
apartment while searching for a family 

home and a vehicle for transportation.
Leaving Mattoon, where they 

thought they would raise their children, 
to start an international mission and 
minister was not an easy decision. 

Soon after Elgin Combs received 
God’s message, the couple shifted their 
prayers. 

“We prayed that our children would 
feel the same about the mission trip,” he 
said. “We wanted God to speak to our 
children before we chose to do this.” 

The sign they needed came while 
oldest child Lilian was attending kids 
camp. She told her father, “Daddy, God 
called me to be a missionary.”

Only two days after that, middle 
child Isaiah announced he had a 
dream where the family sold their 
house and got on an airplane. The next 
confirmation occurred when youngest 
son, Judah, asked his mother when he 
could start traveling the world.

“God was speaking to our young 
children in special way that they could 
understand,” Elgin Combs said. 

These signs were the catalyst leading 
the couple to discover more about 
missionary trips in Moldova.

In early fall of 2017, Elgin and 
Christina Combs visited Moldova to 
see first hand what the family’s mission 
trip would entail. According to Elgin 
Combs, the family will be ministering 
to young people

“This country is young, with over 
50 percent of the population under the 
age of 35,” he said. “There are many 
universities and over 300,000 university 
students in the capital city. We believe 
that these students are the future of the 
church in Moldova.”

Moldova is about one-quarter the 
size of Illinois and is located between 
Ukraine and Romania. The country 
is plagued by extreme poverty that 
contributes to human trafficking.

According to Combs, the average 
daily income in Moldova is $5. He said 
it is a common practice for parents 
to seek employment outside of the 
country, while leaving their teenage 
children home alone for months to 
attend school with the promise to the 
youngsters they will periodically send 
money and eventually return with 
financial gain. 

 “The parents rarely ever return 

home,” said Elgin Combs.
He added this leaves the youths 

exposed to unethical and fake 
organizations within the country that 
prey on their naiveté by promising the 
teens bright futures in other countries. 

Such criminal organizations pay for 
the youngsters to get visas, passports 
and other necessary paperwork to leave 
the country. However, the youth never 
make it to their destination and the 
females become sex slaves while the 
males are used for organ harvesting or 
slave labor.

“A big part of our ministry will be 
showing the young people that we care 
about their lives and educate them 
about the dangers of human trafficking,” 
Elgin Combs said. “Unfortunately, the 
government doesn’t do much to curb it. 
A few small organizations help rescue 
trafficking victims. We hope to educate 
the students to keep them from falling 
into the trafficking.” 

The primary religion in Moldova is 
Eastern Orthodox Christianity.

“We want to help change the 
country socially, economically and 
spiritually,” he said. “God is giving us 
this opportunity to change the situation 
along with building them up spiritually.” 

The Combs family story is much 
more important than their mission 
trip. Elgin Combs emphasizes that 
God’s calling and how he speaks to 
worshippers is the main focus.

“I like to tell people that God doesn’t 
call you to go everywhere, but you need 
to be willing to go anywhere then God 
will lead you somewhere,” he said.

The family has a webpage to update 
followers about their ministry with 
monthly newsletters. Prayer and 
monetary pledges are also welcomed on 
their page thecombsfamily.com. 

Since November 2017, the family 
has raised enough funds to launch the 
mission with money to get to Moldova 
and provide monthly support for living 
expenses over the next two years.

As Elgin Combs reflected over 
the events leading up to their fast 
approaching departure, he emphasized 
one last point. 

“It doesn’t matter how old or young 
you are because God has a plan for your 
life and God can speak to you just as he 
has spoken to us,” he said.  

Special to The Prairie Press

The Combs family of Mattoon is responding to what they believe is a God-inspired dream and moving to Moldova for a two-year 
mission. Front, left to right, Isaiah, Judah and Lilian. Back, left to right, Elgin and Christina Combs. Elgin Combs is a 1999 Paris 
High School graduate.

Pure 
religion

“This is pure and undefiled 
religion in the sight of our 
God and Father, to visit 
orphans and widows in their 
distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world.” 
James 1:27

In this writer’s opinion, 
living the Christian life has 
been made vastly more 

compli-
cated 
than the 
originator 
of the 
pure and 
undefiled 
religion 
ever 
intended 
it to be.  

Many 
are 

mislead as they seek the life 
that will please God. Rules 
and regulations, traditions 
and expectations, confor-
mity, associations and so on 
assault the serious wannabe 
disciple on every turn. 
Crawl on your knees here, 
give this much there, do 
this or do that, be baptized 
only in this church or only 
in this way, say this creed, 
memorize this catechism 
and on and on the tainted 
list of requirements to live a 
Christian life go.

It’s not until we begin a 
serious study of the word 
of God and in particular 
the New Testament, that 
you and I have the veil 
lifted from our darkened 
eyes. When we get back 
to what the Bible says and 
not what some religious 
leader/system opines we 
find a Christian life that is 
liberating.

The book of James may 
very well be the earliest 
letter that began to make its 
rounds in the churches of 
the first century. If the book 
was a university class, its title 
would be Christianity 101.  

It details basic 
foundational principles for 
living as a believer in Christ 
Jesus. So if you are confused 
by all the voices out there 
vying for your ear and 
ultimately your treasure and 
if you really want to know 
how to live a life that God 
will be pleased with, listen 
to James.

James 1:27 is the simplest 
basic equation to living 
a Christian life. James 
is referencing pure and 
undefiled religion. He is 
talking about religion in 
the proper way, not about 
people acting a role in a 
religious house of worship.  

Religiosity (the overt 
practice of human religion) 
only hinders us from having 
a godly life, having no higher 
motivation than to present 
itself in self-righteousness 
with the intention to 
impress others and even 
God. Religiosity is a cheap 
imitation of the real thing. 

The real thing is a 
relationship by faith in 

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

See APP, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

WASHINGTON  — 
Vice President Mike Pence 
used a State Department 
summit of foreign ministers 
and religious leaders to call 
on Turkey to release U.S. 
pastor Andrew Brunson and 
threatened the country with 
sanctions if it did not.

“If Turkey does not take 
immediate action to free this 
innocent man of faith and 
send him home to America, 
the United States will impose 
significant sanctions on 
Turkey until Pastor Andrew 
Brunson is free,” said the vice 
president on Thursday, July 
26, the day after the North 
Carolina clergyman was 
released from jail and placed 
under house arrest.

Turkey’s official Anadolu 
news agency said Brunson 
was allowed to leave jail after 
1 1/2 years because of health 
problems. The 50-year-
old has lived in Turkey for 
23 years and has served as 
pastor of Izmir Resurrection 
Church.

Pence asked believers 
across America to pray for 
Brunson, who has been 
charged with dividing and 
separating the majority-
Muslim country as he spread 
his Christian faith.

“To President Erdogan 
and the Turkish government, 
I have a message on behalf of 
the president of the United 
States of America: Release 
Pastor Andrew Brunson 
now or be prepared to face 
the consequences.”

Pence’s remarks about 
Brunson drew several 
rounds of applause, along 
with a “Whoo” from 
someone in the audience. 
Ralph Reed, one of several 
informal evangelical advisers 
to President Trump in 
attendance, stood and 
applauded.

Turkey’s foreign minister 
responded in a tweet: “We 
will never tolerate threats 
from anybody. Rule of law is 
for everyone; no exception.”

Turkey did not send 
representatives to the three-
day ministerial, which 
concludes Thursday and 
drew some 350 government 
officials, religious freedom 
advocates and others from 
more than 80 nations.

The Ministerial to 
Advance Religious 
Freedom, billed as a first-
ever gathering of its kind 
at the State Department, 
aimed to develop concrete 
ways to reduce religious 
persecution across the globe, 
according to its organizers. 
Among the victims of 
religious persecution and 
their relatives who spoke at 
the summit were Brunson’s 
daughter Jacqueline Furnari 
and an Uighur Muslim who 
has moved from China to 
the U.S. to leave a region 
where his people are “living 

See PENCE, Page 6B

STEPPING OUT IN FAITH

The Combs family knows 
they have just been 
heaven-sent
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Taizé scheduled Aug. 14

ST. MARY OF THE WOODS, Ind. — An 
ecumenical Taizé Prayer gathering 
is 7-8 p.m. (EDT) Tuesday, Aug. 14, 

in the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods.
Persons of all faith traditions are 
invited for the hour-long service 

including prayer, beautiful music 
and a time for silence, spoken and 
silent prayers. The prayer space is 
lit primarily by candlelight offering 
a quiet, reflective, peaceful and 

joyful experience. Remaining Taizé 
gatherings are Sept. 11, Oct. 9, Nov. 
13 and Dec. 11. More information is 
available by calling 812-535-2952 or 
log on to Taize.ProvCenter.org.

GRACE NOTES
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3rd Annual  
Doc Acklin 

Race 
Saturday, August 25 @ 7:30am 

Paris High School 

$10 Per Person; or 
register and receive a 

race shirt for $20. 

Anyone is welcome 
to participate by 
running and/or 
walking (3.0 MI). 

Proceeds fund 
the Doc Acklin  

Scholarship. 

To sign up, visit: MyHorizonHealth.org/DocAcklinRace 

Benefit RELAY FO
R

 LIFE

V.F.W. Auxiliary 3601 • 601 W. Court St., Paris
CARRY-OUT AVAILABLE

Sunday, July 29, 2018
12 p.m. - 3 p.m.

$5
Children 5 & under

$7
Adults

Noodles,
Mashed Potatoes, 

Green Beans, Corn, Roll, 
Dessert & Drink

All proceeds go to Relay for Life Committee

Join us as we 

July 30 - Aug 3
9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

First Christian Church, 
201 S. Main Street, Paris

ALL ARE INVITED!
Ages:

3 years - 5th grade
VBSVBS

Join Us For

Drink 
included

$8.99

1218 N. Main Street 
Paris, IL

217.466.1610

Including salad bar, pizza & fried chicken

Lunch Buffet
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday Brunch
8 a.m. - 10 a.m. - Breakfast - $7.99 Includes Drink

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Lunch - $9.99 Includes Drink

Includes
Drink

Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL • 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1
For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

Every Saturday!
Steak & Shrimp, 8oz Sirloin, 

10oz Ribeye or Grilled Shrimp 
with 1 side & trip to salad bar

Tackle Box

$21.99
Popcorn Shrimp, Clam Strips, 
Blue Gill, Walleye with 1 side
& trip to salad bar..................

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

BACON
Goes great with fresh tomatoes!

$4.29/lb

[Type	text]	
	

	

	

	

 Aluminized Riveted CMP Culverts 
 Galvanized CMP/Aluminized CMP 
 Polymeric Double Wall  Pipe 
 In stock-8 inches to 36 inches  
 Lengths:  20 foot to 30 foot long  
 Bands to achieve any length  
 C-200 12.5 ’  x 432’  Woven Fabric 
 C-65 15 ’  x 300 Non Woven Fabric 
 Special  orders available  
 Pick up or Delivery 

	

For	more	information	contact:	
Mike	Spesard	at	217-304-1005	
Steve	Spesard	at	217-304-7218	

Address:	18185	East	200	North	Road	
Ridge	Farm,	IL	61870	

For more information contact:
Mike Spesard at 217-304-1005
Steve Spesard at 217-304-7218

Address: 18185 East 200 North Road
Ridge Farm, IL 61870

I’ll do it all, just ask!
*Deck cleaning/staining * Fencing 

* Tear outs * Trim work * Drywall * Small 
excavation/land clearing * Demolition

Sign up 
Wednesday 

August 8 at 6:00 p.m.
Gymnastics • Tumbling • Preschool Gymnastics  

Mommy & Me Gymnastics 
Talents Unlimited

609 Munsell Street, Paris

217-465-6052

Sign up for 

Fall Classes! 

congregation in Glenwood, Ill.
Warfel said she switches be-

tween her printed Good News 
Bible and the YouVersion app, 
where she favors the New Liv-
ing Translation.

“I use YouVersion all the 
time,” said Warfel, who is in her 
60s. “I love the search feature. 
That’s probably my favorite 
part.

“I also love the Verse of the 
Day,” she added. “I have that 
set up as a reminder to come 
on before I even wake up in the 
morning. … And I also like the 
verse images, and I will share 
those periodically on my social 
media.”

David Regier, minister of 
music for the First Baptist 
Church of San Jacinto, Calif., 
said he enjoys the ability to 
scroll through scriptures on his 
phone, but he prefers a paper 
Bible for church and study.

“The obvious downside (of 
an app) is that it’s not just a 
Bible, so there is the ever-pres-
ent temptation of — gasp! — 
Twitter at a touch of a screen,” 
said Regier, 51, whose alter ego 
is the Church Curmudgeon, a 
cranky old believer with near-
ly 100,000 Twitter followers. 
“And actually flipping around 
in a paper Bible helps secure 
Bible knowledge in the brain.”

Regier said he has YouVer-
sion installed on his phone, but 
he primarily uses the ESV Bible 
app and the NASB Bible+ app.

“I’m old-fashioned enough 
to want to have fewer bells and 
whistles on my programs,” he 
said, “so I don’t get distracted 
from the Bible while I’m read-
ing it.”

Nationally, the use of tech-
nology to read the Bible has 
grown steadily, according to the 
2018 State of the Bible survey, 
conducted by the Barna Group 
in partnership with the Ameri-
can Bible Society.

About 42 percent of Amer-
icans who read, listen to or 
pray with the Bible on their 
own have a Bible app on their 
phones, the survey found.

Still, 89 percent of Bible us-
ers say that a print version re-
mains appealing to them, Barna 
reported.

“Print is still king,” said Da-
vid Kinnaman, president of 
Ventura, Calif.-based Barna, a 
Christian market research firm.

However, he explained: “A 
lot of times, it’s a both/and sit-
uation — so it’s not that print 
is being replaced or that digital 
is not being used. It’s just that 
they’re adding digital usage 
along with their print usage of 
the Bible.”

But while overall Bible 
reading has remained steady, 
Kinnaman said, the digital 
availability of the scriptures, 
“doesn’t seem to be making 
significant inroads with peo-
ple who were previously un-
reached.”

“I think the future is going 
to be churches helping people 
realize that it’s a lot more than 
just having access to scrip-
tures,” Kinnaman said. “But 
it’s also about how do we ap-
ply principles and understand 
what it means for us to live 
with discernment in this digital 
Babylon.”

Next in the works: YouVer-
sion plans to launch Bible Lens, 
an app that will analyze the ob-
jects in a photo and detect bib-
lical themes to suggest the Bible 
verse that best fits the photo.

“We’re really excited about it 
because it’s unique and on the 
front edge of where technolo-
gy is today,” Gruenewald said. 
“The purpose is really to try to 
help people see scripture con-
nection in their everyday life.

“They’ll have a lens through 
which to look at the world 
around them and say, ‘I never 
thought about how scripture 
connects to that place, that mo-
ment, that situation.’”

the living Jesus Christ that 
impacts every aspect of a 
person’s life and dealings 
with others. Plain human 
religion becomes a political 
or social interaction and not a 
supernatural unction as pure 
undefiled religion is. Religion, 
as has been accurately 
denounced, has caused more 
wars and killed more people 
than any despotic regime, but 
pure and undefiled religion is 
another subject. It is founded 
on the higher motive of the 
love of God. 

Beginning in the inner 
being, pure or true religion 
fleshes itself out in a two-fold 

application.  
First, it unselfishly gives 

assistance to those who 
cannot help themselves (i.e. 
here orphans and widows). 
The word “visit” is not used 
as we use it today. It is not 
about dropping by and sitting 
a spell. Visit involves personal 
activity in the plight of the 
needy directed so because 
God the Father is watching 
over orphans (and there were 
plenty in that day) and widows 
(as Roman barbarism had 
killed many of their husbands 
during that time).   

The second imperative 
adds a personal note, “to 
keep oneself unstained by the 
world.” Both activities involve 
us being pro-active.

There you have it. Living 
the Christian life in its simplest 
fashion is not complicated. It 
is to have a heart that reaches 
out and helps those who are 
experiencing distress, and then 
a having a watchful awareness 
to our own direction and 
decisions because we live in a 
fallen and corrupt world that is 
always seeking to lure us away 
from God.  

So what about all those 
demanding religiosity acts and 
duties? Step back from that 
exhausting flurry of activity 
aimed at impressing others and 
take a coffee break, unwind, 
clear your thinking and focus 
on living and doing the right 
things for the right reason. 
Then get up and serve your 

Savior through serving others.      
It’s a fulltime job for any of 

us to keep from the temptation 
of the world along with being 
sensitive to the needs of the 
lonely widow or deserted 
child, but that is what our 
mission in life is to be.  

Pure religion is serving 
others in their need and 
maintaining a relationship with 
God that keeps us unspoiled. 
Let’s get biblical and simple 
again. It makes living the 
Christian life a joy and not a 
chore.

 (Jack Hoffman is the 
pastor at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church in Paris. Email him at 
jillandjack1971@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided by 
the Paris Ministerial Fellowship.)

in horror.”
Pence, who spoke for 

more than half an hour, 
said that 83 percent of the 
world’s population live in a 
nation where some religious 
practice or belief is banned or 
threatened.

He cited the Nicaraguan 
government of President 
Daniel Ortega, “virtually 
waging war on the Catholic 
Church,” the torture of 
Tibetan Buddhists in China, 
forced abortions and the 
outlawing of the Christian 
Bible in North Korea, and 
Russia’s imprisonment of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Pence noted that some 
free societies, such as those 
in Europe, are also sites of 
religious intolerance.

“Just 70 years after the 
Holocaust, attacks on Jews, 
even on aging Holocaust 
survivors, are growing at 
an alarming rate,” the vice 
president said.

Pence, along with Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo, listed 

several new initiatives to 
continue the goals of the 
summit, which will become an 
annual event.

Pence said the U.S. is 
launching a Genocide 
Recovery and Persecution 
Response Program, under 
which the State Department 
and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
will help persecuted 
individuals and households.

“Americas will help the 
victims of ISIS reclaim their 
lands, rebuild their lives, and 
replant their roots in their 
ancient homelands, so that 
all religions can flourish once 
again across the Middle East 
and the ancient world,” he 
said, drawing applause.

Pompeo, who introduced 
Pence, also addressed the 
rebuilding of religious 
communities in Iraq that 
have been devastated by the 
so-called Islamic State, also 
known as ISIS. He said his 
department will provide an 
additional $17 million to help 
remove land mines from the 
area around the Iraqi city of 
Nineveh, adding to the $90 

million already spent in the 
country this year.

Other initiatives include 
a leadership program that 
would bring those on the, 
“front lines of religious 
freedom issues,” to the United 
States; a workshop, planned 
for October, to support 
private/public partnerships 
defending religious freedom; 
and regional conferences 
to the summit in several 
countries.

Pence also announced a 
new International Religious 
Freedom Fund to assist 
persecuted religious 
minorities, and he asked 
other nations to join the 
United States in supporting 
it. A ministerial document 
describing the fund said 
the U.S. government would 
cover its personnel and 
administrative expenses, 
leaving all other donations for 
activities such as awareness 
campaigns and initiatives for 
conflict prevention.

Both Pence and Pompeo 
reflected on their own faith 
as they repeatedly pledged 
the administration would be 

committed to the rights of 
people of all faiths.

“My own faith is of the 
greatest importance to me 
personally,” said Pompeo. 
“As an American, I’ve been 
blessed with the right to live 
out what I believe without 
fear of persecution or reprisal 
from my government. I want 
everyone else to enjoy this 
blessing too.”

He added: “The United 
States advances religious 
freedom in our foreign policy 
because it is not exclusively an 
American right. It is a God-
given universal right bestowed 
on all of mankind.”

Pence concluded his 
remarks by pointing out that 
a verse from the Book of 
Leviticus from the Hebrew 
Bible – “Proclaim liberty 
throughout all the land, and 
unto (all) the inhabitants 
thereof” — is carved into the 
Liberty Bell.

“As the Bible tells us, 
‘Where the spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty,’” the vice 
president said. “So freedom 
always wins when faith in him 
is held high.”

mailto:edgarcountylocker@gmail.com
mailto:jillandjack1971@gmail.com
http://www.prairiepress.net
http://www.myhorizonhealth.org/docacklinrace
http://www.provcenter.org
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Academic achievement recognized
Prospect Bank celebrat-

ed academic achievements 
July 19 when the trust de-
partment hosted its annual 
presentation of scholar-

ships to Edgar County stu-
dents.

The department award-
ed more than $500,000 in 
scholarships for 2018.

Allison Blystone is a Pauline & Riley McClaine Scholarship recip-
ient. Mike Maggert, right, made the presentation.

Ashtyn Cottle, left, accepts the Pauline & Riley McClain Schol-
arship, the Ruth Pinnell Scholarship and the Frank and Gladys 
Stratton Scholarship Loan from presenter Mike Maggert.

Bethanny Lawson, left, is an Iva & Roy Henry Scholarship and 
Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship recipient. Bob Colvin, right, 
made the presentation.

Angus Beabout, left, accepts the Pauline & Riley McClain Schol-
arship, Riola Hurst Nursing Scholarship and Frank and Gladys 
Stratton Scholarship Loan from Bob Colvin, right.

Bailee Eslinger, left, is a 2018 recipient of the 2018 Mabel 
Wells Fishback Scholarship. Mike Maggert, right, made the 
presentation.

Bethany McGinness, left, receives the Edward and Mildred 
English Scholarship, the Prospect Bank Foundation Scholar-
ship and the W.J. and Amy Dodd Educational Scholarship from 
presenter Christine Hollowell, right.

Brittany Barnes, right, receives the G.F. Patterson Scholarship, 
Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship and Frank and Gladys Strat-
ton Scholarship Loan from Christine Hollowell, left.

Bryce Kohlmeyer, left, receives the Betty Langford Coughlin 
Scholarship, the Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship and the 
Prospect Bank Scholarship from James Lewis, right.

Clayton Floyd, left, is a recipient of the Iva & Roy Henry Schol-
arship and the Prospect Bank Foundation Scholarship. James 
Lewis, right, made the presentation.

Dakota Henry, left, is a Prospect Bank Foundation Scholarship 
and Frank and Gladys Stratton Scholarship Loan recipient. Mike 
Maggert, right, made the presentation. 

Ashton Drake, left, accepts the I.P. and Lola Zimmerly Scholar-
ship and the Mary Perisho-Nina Rall McConkey Scholarship from 
presenter Christine Hollowell, right.

Elizabeth Allanson, right, accepts the Pauline & Riley McClain 
Scholarship and the Riola Hurst Nursing Scholarship from John 
Carrington, right.

Emma Moreschi, left, accepts the Betty Langford Coughlin 
Scholarship from presenter James Lewis, right.

Emily Bierly, left, receives the Iva & Roy Henry Scholarship, the 
Mabel Wells Fishback Scholarship and the Frank and Gladys 
Stratton Scholarship Loan. Bob Colvin, right, made the presen-
tation.

Ellen Rice, left, receives the Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship 
and the Riola Hurst Nursing Scholarship from Mike Maggert, 
right. PHOTOS CONTINUE ON PAGE 8B
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Brody Spencer, left, accepts the Pauline & Riley McClain Schol-
arship and Riola Hurst Nursing Scholarship from Mike Maggert, 
right.

Garrett Clark, right, accepts the G.F. Patterson Scholarship and 
the Prospect Bank Foundation Scholarship from Bob Colvin, left. 

PHOTOS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8B

Everett Lau, left, accepts the Helen Luallen Scholarship and the 
Mabel Wells Fishback Scholarship from James Lewis, right. Faith Morris, left, is a second year Murial Dawson Scholarship 

recipient and she also received the Edward and Mildred English 
Scholarship, Mabel Wells Fishback Scholarship, Prospect Bank 
Foundation Scholarship and W.J. and Amy Dodd Educational 
Scholarship. James Lewis, right, made the presentation.

Gracie Rhoads, left, accepts the Pauline and Riley McClain 
Scholarship and the Riola Hurst Nursing Scholarship from Mike 
Maggert, right.

Emily Hall, left, is a recipient of the G.F. Patterson Scholarship, 
the I.P. and Lola Zimmerly Scholarship, the Iva & Roy Henry 
Scholarship and the Mabel Wells Fishback Scholarship. James 
Lewis, right, made the presentation.

Hannah Emberton, left, accepts the Betty Langford Coughlin 
Scholarship and the Mabel Wells Fishback Scholarship from Bob 
Colvin, right. 

Hunter Cusick, left, accepts the Mabel Wells Fishback Scholar-
ship and the Prospect Bank Foundation Scholarship from James 
Lewis, right. 

James Hamilton, left, is a Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship 
recipient. Christine Hollowell, right, made the presentation.

Jeffery Martin, left, receives the Frank and Gladys Stratton 
Scholarship Loan from Bob Colvin, right. 

Jenna Lawson, left, accepts the Iva & Roy Henry Scholarship and 
the Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship. Mike Maggert, right, 
made the presentation.

Jessica Coffman, left, accepts the Pauline & Riley McClain 
Scholarship and the Prospect Bank Foundation Scholarship 
from presenter Mike Maggert, right.

Jonathon Staley, left, receives the Pauline & Riley McClain 
Scholarship from presenter Mike Maggert, right.

Joshua Kelly, left, is a G.F. Patterson Scholarship and Pauline & 
Riley McClain Scholarship recipient. James Lewis, right, made 
the presentation.

Kaylie Creech, left, is a 2018 Prospect Bank Foundation Scholar-
ship recipient. James Lewis, right, made the presentation.

Keegan Owen, left, is a Dee Wilson Scholarship and Pauline & 
Riley Scholarship recipient. Julie Lard, right, made the presen-
tation.

Kelsey Chambers, right, is a 2018 Prospect Bank Foundation 
Scholarship recipient. Christine Hollowell, left, made the pre-
sentation.

Kierstyn Allen, right, accepts the Pauline & Riley McClaine 
Scholarship and Riola Hurst Nursing Scholarship from John 
Carrington.

Kyle Webster, left, receives the Dee Wilson Scholarship and 
the Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship from presenter James 
Lewis, right.

Kelsey Ludington, left, is a Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship, 
Riola Hurst Nursing Scholarship and Frank and Gladys Strat-
ton Scholarship Loan recipient. Mike Maggert, right, made the 
presentation.

Elizabeth Lawson, left, accepts the Iva & Roy Henry Scholarship, 
the Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship and the Mary Per-
isho-Nina Rall McConkey Scholarship from Bob Colvin, right.

PHOTOS CONTINUE ON PAGE 9B
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Luken Henness, left, accepts the Mabel Wells Fishback Scholar-
ship from Mike Maggert, right. 

Mackenzie Martin, left, receives the Mabel Wells Fishback 
Scholarship, the Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship and the 
Prospect Bank Foundation Scholarship from James Lewis, right. Madison Thomas, left, accepts the Helen Luallen Scholar-

ship, the Frank and Gladys Stratton Scholarship Loan and the 
Prospect Bank Foundation Scholarship from presenter Michelle 
Vaughn.

Marissa Morrisey, left, is a Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship, 
Prospect Bank Foundation Scholarship and Frank and Gladys 
Stratton Scholarship Loan recipient. James Lewis, right, made 
the presentation. 

Mattison Stetler, left, is a Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship, 
Riola Hurst Nursing Scholarship and Prospect Bank Foundation 
Scholarship recipient. Michelle Vaughn, right, made the presen-
tation.

McKayla Watson, left, accepts the Pauline & Riley McClain 
Scholarship from Bob Colvin, right.

Megan Sexton, left, is a Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship, 
Riola Hurst Nursing Scholarship and Ruth Pinnell Scholarship 
recipient. Bob Colvin, right, made the presentation.

Nathan Tague, left, accepts the Pauline & Riley McClain Scholar-
ship and Prospect Bank Foundation Scholarship from presenter 
Michelle Vaughn. Olivia Brown, left, receives the I.P. and Lola Zimmerly Scholarship, 

the Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship and the Riola Hurst Nurs-
ing Scholarship. Mike Maggert, right, make the presentation.

Patrick Watson, left, accepts the Betty Langford Coughlin 
Scholarship from presenter Bob Colvin, right.

Rebecca Bange, right, is the 2018 recipient of the Aletha Jane 
Honnold Fine Arts Scholarship. John Carrington, left, made the 
presentation.

Sarah Campbell, left, is the 2018 recipient of the 2018 Prospect 
Bank Foundation Scholarship. James Lewis, right, made the 
presentation.

Savannah Mays, left, receives the Pauline & Riley McClain Schol-
arship from Bob Colvin, right. 

Shayne Smith, left, accepts the Pauline & Riley McClain Schol-
arship, the Frank and Gladys Stratton Scholarship Loan and the 
W.J. and Amy Dodd Educational Scholarship from James Lewis, 
right.

Taylor Evans, left, accepts the I.P. and Lola Zimmerly Schol-
arship, the Iva & Roy Henry Scholarship, the Pauline & Riley 
McClain Scholarship and the Riola Hurst Nursing Scholarship 
from James Lewis, right. 

Troy Turner, left, is an Iva & Roy Henry Scholarship, Mabel Wells 
Fishback Scholarship and Prospect Bank Foundation Scholar-
ship recipient. Bob Colvin, right, made the presentation.

Tucker Marrs, left, accepts the Betty Langford Couglin Schol-
arship and the Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship from Mike 
Maggert, right.

James Walker, left, is a recipient of the G.F. Patterson Scholar-
ship, Mabel Wells Fishback Scholarship and Prospect Bank Foun-
dation Scholarship. Bob Colvin, right, made the presentation.

Whitney Newhart, left, accepts the I.P. and Lola Zimmerly Schol-
arship, the Pauline & Riley McClain Scholarship, the Riola Hurst 
Nursing Scholarship, the Ruth Pinnell Scholarship and the W.J. 
and Amy Dodd Educational Scholarship from presenter Julia 
Lard, right. 

Xarles Holt receives the G.F. Patterson Scholarship, the Helen 
Luallen Scholarship and the I.P. and Lola Zimmerly Scholarship 
from Bob Colvin, right.

Bailey Rose, left, accepts the Pauline & Riley McClain Schol-
arship, the Riola Hurst Nursing Scholarship and the Frank and 
Gladys Stratton Scholarship Loan from Kristi McGill, right.

PHOTOS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8B
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of garage 
doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Spesard Culvert Sales, 
Ridge Farm, IL. Steels and 
aluminum culvers. Plastic tile 
and fittings. 8-inch to 36-inch in 
stock. Up to 144-inch available. 
217-304-1005.

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED
Run Midwest only. Van & flatbed.  
Avg $0.50 per mile.  Can be 
home 2-3 nights per week & 
weekends.  1 yr exp required. 
Class A CDL. 217-712-0429

Yard Sales
315 Parrish St
Thurs-Fri, 8/2-3, 8am-?
&
320 Parrish St
Sat 7/28, 8am-2pm
Thurs, Fri & Sat, 8/2-4
8am-2pm

GARAGE SALE
3 family Garage Sale 
623 Young Street, NW corner 
Sunrise Park.  
Fri, Aug 3, 9am-6pm 
Sat, Aug 4, 8am-12pm 
3T - 5T girls clothes, plus size 
ladies and mens, Antiques, 
primitives, household items and 
much more. Everything priced 
to sell

815 Clinton Road, Paris
Sat., Aug 4, 8am-12pm
Brand name kids & adult clothes, 
toys, kids books, terrarium, baby 
gear, rocker & ottoman, girls 
bed canopy, lg rug, home decor 
& more.

Garage Sale
319 E Union (bus garage)
Fri., Aug 3, 9am-4pm
Sat., Aug 4, 8am-12pm
Men’s, women’s & girls clothing 
and shoes. Barbies, toys, dolls, 
books & games.  24-volt 
Razor 4-wheeler. Home decor, 
Longaberger, Scentsy & misc.

Garage Sale
403 E Jasper St, Paris
Sat., Aug 4, 8am-2pm
Toaster oven, Keurig, Framed 
pictures, table lamps, Women’s 
shoes, home decor, Lots of misc. 
Abernathy.

Garage Sale
6749 N 1540th St, Paris
(Morecraft Subdivision)
Fri., Aug 3, 8am-1pm
Sat., Aug 4, 8am-1pm
Generator, smoker, grill, lawn 
chairs, some furniture, tv’s, flat 
screen, water floats, lots of misc, 
some tools. NRFA.

Garage Sale
318 E. Blackburn St.  
Fri, Aug 3, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Sat, Aug 4 8am – 2pm 
Items include: queen size 
headboard, chaise lounge, 
antique dresser, rocking chair, 
dog crate, dog stroller, screen 
door, some children’s clothes & 
other items, girls clothes, and 
home décor.

Saturday Only
405 E. Elm Street
Aug. 4, 9am-2pm
Clothes: Fox & American Eagle, 
books & household items

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted: small engine repair 
mechanic, must be able to work 
with the public.  Apply in person 
at Pools True Value.

Counselor Position
Vermilion County Rape Crisis 
Center.  The Vermilion County 
Rape Crisis Center is seeking a 
dedicated individual to provide 
counseling to adult and child 
victims of sexual assault in 
Edgar, Clark and southern 
Vermilion counties.  This full time 
position requires a minimum of a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work, 
Psychology or related Human 
Services Field.  The position will 
work mainly out of a Paris, Illinois 
office and provide services 
at various locations in Edgar, 
Clark and southern Vermilion 
county.  Some evenings and 
weekends required.  On call 
rotation required.  Must have a 
valid driver’s license and reliable 
transportation as frequent 
travel is required.  Salary 
commensurate with experience.  
Health insurance offered.  Send 
resume, cover letter, and three 
professional references by 
August 10th, 2018 to Clinical 
Director by email to counselor.
vcrcc@gmail.com.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Farm Retirement Auction Case, 
Allis-Chalmers, Belarus, Ford, 
Massey-Ferguson Tractors, 
Fire &  Grain Trucks,
 DMI Gravity Wagons, 
Antique Wagon 
August 9th 9:30AM 
Hindsboro, IL 
www.mossauctionteam.com 
217-465-4545

OUTBOARD, MARINE, & POLARIS 
RETIREMENT AUCTION
 *** LIVE & ONLINE *** 
July 28th 9AM 
10062 US 67 BEARDSTOWN, IL 
ATV, SCOOTERS, MOTORCYCLES, 
VEHICLES, BOAT MOTORS, 
TRAILERS, PROPS, TOOLS, PART, 
MORE! 
217-320-3676 
www.mitchwebsterauctions.com

COIN AUCTION 7-28-18 10AM 
Jim Clingan Auction Center, St. 
Joseph, IL 
LARGE COIN AUCTION-541 LOTS 
17 Currency; 18 Bullion: 19 Key 
Date; List www.jimclingan.com 
217-469-2500

Very nice, newly remodeled, 
2BR home. No pets, $575 a 
month + deposit.  Call 217-264-
1379 and leave message.

Historic house for sale
4 bedroom, 3 bath
Completely renovated with 
carriage house.  
Oversized garage on 2.5 acres. 
Call 217-822-0802 or 
217-465-2620. 
313 W. Blackburn, Paris, IL.

House for Sale
1107 S Main St.
3 Bedroom, C/A, newer furnace.
1 1/2 garage 
1 1/2 bathroom
100% financing
217-822-5991

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice 2br duplex apt 
on east lake.
Washer, dryer dishwasher, 
stove, refrigerator 
$675 month + dep
Call 466-8210 1yr lease

Very nice 1bd room apt 
$495+dep 1yr lease 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

2-bedroom, 2-bath, 1-car 
garage duplex for rent in 
Paris. Clean and freshly painted. 
Washer/dryer included. Contact 
(217)251-9246 or stop by Joe’s 
Pizza and talk to Eno for details.

***THE BOAT DOCK*** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-793-7300 
www.theboatdock.com 
***THE BOAT DOCK***

For Sale: Amana Washer, 
2 years old. 
$150.00
Call 217-251-2646

Colman’s RV - 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-787-8653 
www.colmansrv.com

FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIFIED BUYER will 
PAY CA$H for R12 cylinders or 
cases of cans. 
(312) 291-9169; 
www.refrigerantfinders.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JULIA A. LUND, 
Deceased.

No. 2018 P 42

CLAIM NOTICE

  Notice is given of the death of 
JULIA A. LUND.  Letters of Office 
were issued on July 2, 2018 to 
Tricia Lund Batson, 1740 Beauty 
Way, Virginia Beach, VA 23456 
as executor whose attorney is 
FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. Kash, 
Jr.), 129 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL  
61944. 

  Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the Court at 
the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois, 61944, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before January 15, 2019, (which is 
at least six months from the date 
of first publication of this Notice) 
and any claim not filed within 
the applicable period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed. 

TRICIA LUND BATSON
Independent Executor 

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. 
Paris, IL  61944 
Phone:  217/ 465-4196 
FAX:  217/ 466-1213

State Of Illinois
In The Circuit Court Of 

The Fifth Judicial Circuit
Edgar County – In Probate

In The Matter Of The Estate Of
Barbara Dickenson,
Deceased.

No. 2018-P-44

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

     Notice is given of the death of 
BARBARA DICKENSON, of Paris, 
Illinois, who died on June 17, 2018.  
Letters of Office as Independent 
Executor were issued on July 
12, 2018 to CYNTHIA J. WALLS, 
18336 Clinton Road, Paris, 
Illinois 61944, whose attorney is 
E. Robert Anderson of Anderson 
Law Offices, 1204 North Main 
Street, P.O. Box 10, Paris, Illinois 
61944.

    Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office of 
the Clerk of the Court at Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both, on or 
before January 21, 2019 and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the Executor and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Cynthia J. Walls, Independent 
Executor

By: E. Robert Anderson

E. Robert Anderson
Anderson Law Offices 
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
(217) 465-3535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

FIRST BANK & TRUST, IL, 
Plaintiff,
vs
KAREN S. BARNES, Unknown 
Owners and
Non-record Claimants.
Defendants.

Case No.  2018-CH-24

PUBLICATION NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for publi-
cation having been filed, notice 
is hereby given you, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, Defendants in the 
above-entitled suit, that the said 
suit has been commenced in the 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Illinois, by Plaintiff against you 
and other defendants, praying 
for the foreclosure of a mortgage 
recorded on the premises de-
scribed as follows, to-wit:

THE EAST HALF OF LOT NO.2 IN 
McGEE’S ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF PARIS.  IN EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.

PREIN: 09-18-01-433-007

Common Address: 201 South 
High Street, Paris, IL 61944

and which mortgage was record-
ed on property with the Edgar 
County Recorder of Deeds, on 
July 27, 2016, as Document No. 
2018-00001554.

And for such other relief prayed, 
that the summons was duly 
issued out of the Circuit Court 
of Edgar County against you as 
provided by law, and that said suit 
is now pending.

NOW THEREFORE, UNLESS 
YOU, the above Defendants, file 
your answer to the Complaint 
in this suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, at the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Edgar County located 
in the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, IL 61944, on or before the 
24th day of August, 2018, default 
may be entered against you at 
any time after that day and a 
judgment entered in accordance 
with the prayer contained in the 
Complaint.

DATED:   July 17,  2018,  
at Paris,  Illinois.
Angela R. Barrett
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Richard L. James
328 N. Central, P 0 Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982 
rli@rjameslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

FIRST BANK & TRUST, IL, f/k/a 
FIRST BANK & TRUST, SB,
Plaintiff, 
vs 
SARAH KRABEL JONES, JAYCE  
KRABEL,       a minor, being 
all the Heirs of RONALD  A.              
KRABEL, deceased,   Unknown 
Owners and Non-record  
Claimants.                                                  
Defendants.
Case No.  2018-CH-23

PUBLICATION NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for publi-
cation having been filed, notice 
is hereby given you, UNKNOWN  
OWNERS  and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, Defendants  in the 
above  entitled suit, that the said 
suit has been commenced in the 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Illinois,  by Plaintiff  against  you 
and other  defendants,  praying  
for the foreclosure  of a mortgage 
recorded on the premises de-
scribed as follows, to-wit:

LOT NO. 10 IN BLOCK  NO. 20 
IN THE RAILROAD  ADDITION  
TO THE TOWN, NOW CITY, OF 
CHRISMAN.  IN EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.

PREIN:  11-03-35-259-009

Common  Address:  316 South 
lllinois, Chrisman, IL 61924

and which mortgage was record-
ed on property with the Edgar 
County Recorder of Deeds, on 
June 28, 2005, as Document No. 
05-0001906.

And for such other relief prayed, 
that the summons was duly 
issued out of the Circuit Court 
of Edgar County against you as 
provided by law, and that said suit 
is now pending.

NOW THEREFORE, UNLESS  
YOU, the above Defendants,  file 
your answer to the Complaint 
in this suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, at the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Edgar County located in 

the Edgar County  Courthouse,  
Paris, IL 61944, on or before the 
24th day of August, 2018, default 
may be entered against you at 
any time after that day and a 
judgment entered in accordance 
with the prayer contained in the 
Complaint.

Dated: July 17, 2018, 
at Paris, Illinois
Angela R. Barrett
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Richard L. James
328 N. Central PO Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982 rlj@
rjameslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY 
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ELIZABETH A. DAYTON, 
Deceased

No. 2018-P- 43

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
ELIZABETH A. DAYTON.  Letters 
of Office were issued on July 
11, 2018, to DANIEL J. DAYTON, 
811 Ten Broeck, Paris, Il 61944, 
as independent co-executor, 
whose attorney is FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. 
Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before January 22, 
2019, (which is at least six months 
from the date of first publication 
of this Notice) and any claim not 
filed within the applicable period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

DANIEL J. DAYTON, Independent 
Executor
FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. Kash, 
Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. Paris, IL 
61944
Phone: 217/ 465-4196
FAX: 217/ 466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY   
PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,
Vs.
RONALD A. McPHEARSON, 
GREGORY S McPHEARSON, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-52

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS

Notice is hereby given to RONALD 
A McPHEARSON, GREGORY 
McPHEARSON, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS, that a Complaint 
has been filed in the above 
entitled cause on July 17, 2018 re-
questing abatement of nuisance, 
demolition of unsafe buildings, 
and other relief.

(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above.
(ii) The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.
(iii) The name of the title 
holder of record is RONALD A. 
McPHEARSON, GREGORY S 
McPHEARSON.
(iv) The legal description of the 
property is:
Lot No. 2 of Rock Hill Subdivision 
No. w of a part of Outlet No. 160 to 
the City of Paris, Edgar County, IL, 
recorded in Book 4 of the Plats, 
Page 100 of Records of Edgar 
County, Illinois.
PREIN: 09-18-01-434-008
(v) Common address of subject 
real estate is:
103 N. High Street, Paris, Illinois

RONALD A. McPHEARSON, 
GREGORY S McPHEARSON, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS 
are served by publication of 
this Notice.  Unless RONALD 
A. McPHEARSON, GREGORY 
S McPHEARSON, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS file an answer to 
the Complaint in this case or 
otherwise make an appearance 
in this case on or before August 
24, 2018, a default judgment may 
be entered against such RONALD 
A. McPHEARSON, GREGORY 
S McPHEARSON, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS at any time after 
that day in accordance with 
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the remedies requested in the 
Complaint.

Angela R. Barrett
CIRCUIT CLERK

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email: service@fgklaw.net

PUBLIC NOTICE

TREE TRIMMING ACTIVITIES IN 
PARIS AND NEARBY AREAS

TO THE PATRONS OF AMEREN 
ILLINOIS:

Please be advised that Ameren 
Illinois will trim trees and other 
vegetation in and around the 
town(s) of Paris, Illinois.  Our 
qualified utility arborists will trim 
trees and vegetation that could in-
terfere with electric lines that run 
from pole to pole and elsewhere. 
This work is necessary in order to 
minimize the likelihood of outages 
and safety hazards. There is no 
charge to you for this service. 

If you have any questions about 
this work, please call 1-800-
755-5000 or visit our website 
at MySafeTrees.com. You may 
address your concerns in the 
manner specified on our website. 
You may also call the Consumer 
Services Division of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission at 
1-800-524-0795. Maps have been 
provided to the mayors and the 
county board chairpersons of the 
affected areas.

Sincerely,
Ameren Illinois Forestry 
Department

HUNTER TOWNSHIP 
(EDGAR COUNTY)

Final Notice Of Decision 
Regarding Project 

To Be Located In Wetlands

Saturday, July 28, 2018

Hunter Township (Edgar County) 
21565 E 1350th Road
Paris, IL  61944

TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES, 
GROUPS, AND PERSONS:

As required by Executive Order 
11990, this is a notice of Findings 
and Public Explanation for pro-
posed activity in wetlands.  

Hunter Township proposes to 
use funds allocated through 
the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) Program for 
the following proposed project: 
Hunter Township CDBG Grant 
#17-242016 for targeted water 
main extensions improvements.  
The proposed project consists of 
construction of approximately: 
23,000 lineal feet of 3” water 
main, 32,000 lineal feet of 4” 
water main and 27,000 lineal feet 
of 6” water main (approximately 
15 miles), LMI direct benefit 
service lines (hook-up) and tap on 
fees, hydrants, meters, seeding, 
erosion control, and all related 
costs in the Township.  The total 
estimated construction costs 
of $608,475 will be funded as 
follows: $185,000 CDBG grant 
and $423,475 Clark Edgar Rural 
Water District funds via US Rural 
Development funds and the target 
area is generally bound by 1600th 
Road (north), Illinois/Indiana 
State Line (east), 1100th Road 
(south) and 1900th Street (west) 
and also includes 21805 Clinton 
Road {39.651 / -87.561}.  The 
construction is planned to start in 
the Fall of 2018 and planned to be 
completed by Fall 2019. 

The wetlands affected includes 
(but is not limited to) the Riverine 
System and the Freshwater 
Forested / Shrub Wetland System 
channels, creeks, ponds and 
other wetland areas that are gen-
erally located in Eastern Hunter 
Township.

An eight step wetland review 
has been conducted by Hunter 

Township.  

Hunter Township hereby states 
that this proposed project would 
occur within designated wetlands.  
However, Hunter Township has 
reached a decision that this is the 
only practicable alternative for 
this proposed project.

This decision is based on an evalu-
ation of the following alternatives: 
in order to meet the project 
objectives, this project must be 
constructed as designed.  The 
proposed water lines must cross 
the designated wetlands to serve 
those identified low-to-moderate 
income households with a safe 
water system to alleviate the 
threat to the health and safety of 
these residents.  The alternatives 
considered include: re-routing the 
water lines around the designated 
wetlands, stop construction 
before the wetlands and find 
a new water source (wells or 
another water district), construct 
the water lines as designed using 
construction methods that have 
a minimal impact to the envi-
ronment, and to do nothing.  Re-
routing the water lines could not 
be built because the cost could 
not meet project objectives in the 
low-to-moderate income house-
hold target area.  The re-routing 
the water lines alternative and 
do-nothing alternative are not 
feasible because they would not 
meet project objectives.  Because 
the water lines are planned to 
be bored under water beds of 
designated wetlands, it was deter-
mined that this action will have a 
minimal impact on the designated 
wetlands.  After a reevaluation of 
the alternatives, it has been de-
termined that the construction of 
the proposed project as designed 
and using construction methods 
that have a minimal impact to 
the environment, will occur in the 
wetlands, however construction 
practices will be modified in order 
to minimize that impact.  

Hunter Township would, however, 
ensure that this proposed project 
conforms to all state and local 
wetlands protection standards 
and would implement the 
following mitigation measures to 
minimize the potential adverse 
impacts: Water lines will be bored 
under water beds of designated 

wetlands and construction 
requirements will be made as part 
of this project.

Hunter Township has additional 
information on this proposed 
project that can be reviewed 
weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at the Clark Edgar 
Rural Water District, 475 Illinois 
Highway 1, Marshall, IL 62441 
or by calling (217) 463-5888.  
Interested persons may also call 
Hunter Township Supervisor, 
Joel Hollis at (217) 808-2332 for 
additional information about this 
proposed project.  

Written comments on this 
proposed project are invited 
and must be received by Hunter 
Township Supervisor Joel Hollis at 
Hunter Township Hall, 
21565 E 1350th Road, 
Paris, IL 61944 
by August 8, 2018.  All such com-
ments will be taken into account 
by Hunter Township prior to its 

decision on the proposed project.

Joel Hollis, Hunter Township 
Supervisor

Village of Metcalf 
(Edgar County)

Public Hearing Notice

The Village of Metcalf has 
substantially completed the 
scope of work associated with a 
Community Development Block 
Grant Program (CDBG) funded 
public infrastructure grant used 
to construct water distribution 
system improvements in the 
Village of Metcalf (Edgar County).  

The grant was awarded and 
administered by the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO).  
Accordingly, a notice is hereby 
given that a public hearing will 
be held on Wednesday, August 
8, 2018 at 6:45 p.m. at Metcalf 

Community Building / Village 
Hall, 316 Central Street, Metcalf, 
IL  61940.  

The purpose of the hearing is to 
afford all citizens the opportunity 
to provide oral and/or written 
comments concerning the grant 
and the overall project perfor-
mance.  Those attending the 
public hearing will be provided 
information including, but not 
limited to: (1) project and grant 
costs, (2) time schedules, (3) 
project outcomes, (4) completed 
scope of work.  
The Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) was a request 
for monies to finance public 
infrastructure costs related to the 
construction of water distribution 
system improvements located in 
the Village of Metcalf.

Cheryl Gill, Village Board 
President
Village of Metcalf

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

you this week are easy to 
prepare with fresh flavors 
and crisp textures that you 
can whip up in a flash. 

Make sure you add “salad 
night” to this week’s meal 
plan, because no matter 
what you bring home from 
the farmers market, a salad 
will be your new favorite. 

Fill your bowl with leafy 
greens and then cover them 
with a blanket of seasonal 
veggies, a hard-boiled egg, 
some crumbled bacon and 
cheese and an herb-filled 
white wine vinaigrette.

I’m a firm believer that 
fresh herbs make even the 
most basic salad stand out. 

Instead of mixing them in 
with the greens, whisk a few 
spoonfuls of herbs into clas-
sic white wine vinaigrette 
for a bright and fragrant 
twist. It’s a big reward for 
not a lot of work, and — 
best of all — any type of 
herb you have handy will 
make a delicious addition to 
the dressing. 

Be sure to make the dress-
ing before assembling the 
salad because the more time 
the ingredients have to meld 
together, the more flavor 
they’ll bring to dinner.

If you’re not sure which 
salad to try, may I recom-
mend my favorite — farm-
ers market salad. Nearly 
everything in the recipe — 
except maybe the avocado 

— may be purchased Satur-
day morning on the square 
in Paris. I’m not a fan of 
blue cheese, so I substitute 
a hearty cheddar. Consider 
this recipe a template to 
use as ingredients change 
as the seasons change.  For 
instance, a good tart apple is 
great in the fall.

For some reason, this recipe 
always reminds me of the late 
Mary Ann Tucker who would 
share the produce from the 
Horace garden for those of us 
at the Paris Beacon-News. 

This is a recipe similar to 
one she shared with me all 
those many years ago. 

(Nancy Zeman is the editor 
and publisher of The Prairie 
Press. Email her at nzeman@
prairiepress.net.)

BLACK BEAN AND MANGO SALAD

• 2 1/2 cups black beans (cooked)
• 2 mango (peeled and diced)
• 2 ears corn-on-the-cob 
• 1 red onion (small, diced)
• 1 red bell pepper (diced)
• 1 avocado (ripe, diced)
• 2 chipotles in adobo (minced)
• 4 tablespoons fresh lime juice 
• 1 garlic cloves (minced)
• 1/4 cup cilantro (finely chopped.)

Remove husks and silks from corn. Take a knife 
and remove kernels from the cob. This salad is 
made with raw corn, if you wish to cook it that’s ok 
too. Place raw corn in a large salad bowl 
with beans, mango, onion and red pepper. Toss 

together. in a small bowl mix together lime juice, 
garlic, cilantro and chipotle peppers. Pour over 
salad and toss together. refrigerate for at least 30 
minutes for flavors to mingle. Just before serving 
toss in diced avocado.
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SALADS
FROM PAGE 1B

Across

1. The winners

 7. A place to relax

10. Monies to pay debts

12. Horse mackerel

13. Type of steroid

14. Make dry

15. The Godfather’s adopted son

16. Ivanovic and Gasteyer

17. Horror movie franchise

18. Grab

19. Iranian city

21. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)

22. One’s illicit lover

27. Fake smarts (abbr.)

28. Where Jersey natives depart from

33. Doctor

34. Front feet

36. Insurance option

37. Some is “wicked”

38. Type of weaving

39. Religious woman

40. One point east of southeast

41. Prestigious literary prize

44. Tiny humans

45. Relish over

48. Computer manufacturer

49. Envelops

50. One type is dippin’

51. Bequeaths

Clues Down

 1. Dice game

 2. Greek goddess of youth

 3. Piers Anthony protagonist

 4. One-thousandth of an 

inch

 5. JFK Library architect

 6. A type of corrosion (abbr.)

 7. Beat up

 8. Political action committees

 9. Antidiuretic hormone

10. Of the desert

11. Oblivious of

12. Actress Lathan

14. Musical instrument

17. It’s in a plant

18. One-time special 

prosecutor

20. Indigenous people of 

Brazil

23. Mothers

24. Mongolian desert

25. Great Britain, Scotland 

and Northern Ireland

26. British air aces

29. A lover to Zeus

30. Frequently

31. Get together again

32. Gives a permanent post

35. Sun worshippers love one

CROSSWORD

36. Ammonia-producing 

process

38. 4th month of the Jewish 

calendar

40. New England river

41. Stores grain

42. Confess openly

43. Quarterbacks do it

44. Not good

45. Witness

46. Author Coulter

47. Type of screen

mosques for special prayers. 
In South Sudan, some dared 
to take photos in a war-torn 
country where using a camera 
in public is discouraged.

In Ethiopia’s capital, Addis 

Ababa, people at an open-air 
restaurant admired a rare clear 
view during the rainy season, 
comparing a live NASA web-
cast to what they saw above. 
Then clouds rolled in.

World gazes at longest total eclipse
J O H A N N E S B U R G 

(AP) — Curiosity and awe 
have greeted a complete 
lunar eclipse, the longest 
one of this century and vis-
ible in much of the world.

The so-called “blood 
moon,” when it turns a 
deep red, was visible at 
different times in Austra-
lia, Africa, Asia, Europe 
and South America when 
the sun, Earth and moon 
lined up perfectly, cast-
ing Earth’s shadow on the 
moon.

The total eclipse lasted 1 
hour and 43 minutes, with 
the entire event lasting 
closer to four hours.

Across Africa people 
turned to the sky, watching 
the reddish shadow slide 
up the moon’s surface. In 
Somalia, some hurried 
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HAVE YOUR SAY

BRIEFLY
Agreement 
reached on court-
monitored reforms

CHICAGO (AP) — The city of 
Chicago says it has agreed to a 
plan to carry out far-reaching 
police reforms under federal 
court supervision.

Illinois Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan, Chicago Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel and Police Superinten-
dent Eddie Johnson say they’ll 
release a draft consent decree 
Friday afternoon.

Madigan, with Emanuel’s 
support, sued the city last year 
seeking court oversight of the 
beleaguered police department. 
The lawsuit killed a draft plan 
negotiated with the Trump ad-
ministration that didn’t envision 
a court role in reforming the 
department.

Community activists argued 
the 12,000-officer force couldn’t 
be transformed without court 
scrutiny.

The Justice Department 
under President Barack Obama 
found deep-rooted civil rights 
violations by Chicago police, 
including racial bias and the use 
of excessive force.

A federal judge still must 
approve the agreement.

Post office to be 
named for Marine

PEKIN, Ill. (AP) — A central 
Illinois post office will be 
renamed in honor of a local 
Marine who was killed in 
Afghanistan in 2011.

The post office in Pekin will 
become the Lance Corporal 
Jordan S. Bastean Post Office.

Bastean was born and 
raised in Pekin and was a 
2010 graduate of Pekin Com-
munity College. He told his 
father he wanted to join the 
Marines because, “they were 
the toughest.”

Bastean died during com-
bat operations in Helmand 
Province.

U.S. Rep. Cheri Bustos 
sponsored the legislation to 
rename the post office in his 
honor. She says Bastean is, “a 
courageous American hero,” 
and she hopes the designa-
tion, “serves as an enduring 
reminder of his legacy and 
service to our nation.”

DNA tests solve 
1980 murder

DANVILLE, Ill. (AP) — Police 
say investigators believe a 
now-deceased man killed a 
young woman inside her eastern 
Illinois home 38 years ago.

Danville officials say DNA 
tests on evidence found at the 
scene of 18-year-old Virginia Sue 
Nipper’s March 1980 strangu-
lation death point to James R. 
Lyons as her attacker. Police say 
Lyons lived in Danville and later 
Pinellas County, Florida, before 
his death in 2003.

Danville public safety director 
Larry Thomason says Lyons was 
an early suspect in the attack, 
but investigators didn’t have 
enough evidence to charge him 
at the time.

Nipper’s husband and moth-
er-in-law found the couple’s 
15-month-old son unharmed in 
the house.

Bess Huls tells the News-Ga-
zette the DNA test results are 
bittersweet and don’t erase 
the years of wondering what 
happened to her sister.

State police 
response costly

CHICAGO (AP) — The state’s 
response to a protest that shut 
down a Chicago highway cost 
taxpayers about $200,000.

WBBM-TV says that was the 
cost of managing protesters 
on the Dan Ryan Expressway 
on July 7. Thousands of people 
turned out to call for more jobs 
and education opportunities and 
to draw attention to violence in 
poor neighborhoods.

Hundreds of troopers, ser-
geants and others were on duty.  
The march stretched from 67th 
Street to 79th Street. No arrests 
or injuries were reported.

Illinois State Police director 
Leo Schmitz described that day 
as uncharted territory.

Steel mill “renaissance”
Granite City Works credits trade tariffs for renewed production; President rides success

BY JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

GRANITE CITY, Ill. (AP) 
— President Donald Trump 
on Thursday trumpeted the re-
newed success of an Illinois steel 
mill, pushing back against crit-
icism that his escalating trade 
disputes are hurting American 
workers and farmers.

The president pointed to the 
U.S. Steel plant's reopening as a 
success story after he slapped 
tariffs on imported steel and 
aluminum last spring. On 
Wednesday, he and European 
leaders agreed to open talks 
on trade, a decision he called a 
breakthrough.

"America never surrenders," 
Trump said in an address to 
workers at the company's 
steel coil warehouse in Gran-
ite City. "We don't wave the 
white flag."

Trump held events in Iowa 
and Illinois a day after reaching 
an accord with European Com-
mission President Jean-Claude 
Juncker at the White House 
to discuss tearing down trade 
barriers and address U.S. tariffs 
on steel imports. Trump also 

said the EU had agreed to buy 
more soybeans from American 
farmers, who have seen prices 
decline sharply since China 
imposed retaliatory tariffs.

Farmers and manufacturers 
have criticized tariffs imposed 
by Trump, warning that they 
will spur a global trade war and 
retaliatory tariffs from coun-
tries like China, Mexico and 
Canada that will damage their 
livelihoods and raise prices on 
consumers.

But Trump said he stepped 
forward to protect the U.S. 
steel industry with tariffs of 
25 percent on imports out of 
national security concerns and 
in solidarity with workers who 
had been hurt by unfair trade 
agreements. In the past, Trump 
said Thursday, "Our steel 
towns became ghost towns," 
and the U.S. engaged in, "the 
worst trade deals ever made in 
history." Now, he said, he was 
negotiating better terms.

"After years of shutdowns 
and cutbacks, today the blast 
furnace here in Granite City 
is blazing bright, workers are 
back on the job and we are 
once again pouring new Amer-
ican steel into the spine of our 
country," Trump said.

Earlier, Trump said his talks 
with European allies would 
benefit Iowa farmers who have 
been hurt by the fallout from his 
protectionist trade measures.

"We just opened up Europe 
for you farmers. You're not 
going to be too angry with 
Trump, I can tell you," the 
president said at the workforce 
development event in Peosta, 
where he was joined by two 
Iowa Republicans, Gov. Kim 
Reynolds and Rep. Rod Blum.

Business leaders and Repub-
licans in Congress have said the 
tariffs could hurt companies 
reliant on steel and aluminum 
raw materials in their manufac-
turing and raise prices.

That includes Mid Conti-
nent Nail Corp. in Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri, which has shuttered 
a multimillion-dollar plant 
and is, "on the brink of extinc-

tion," and blames its issue on 
Trump's tariffs.

"This is a county that went 
79 percent for Trump so people 
are certainly willing to give him 
the benefit of the doubt," said 
spokesman James Glassman. 
"But their jobs are at stake be-
cause of this misguided tariff."

Iowa is among the na-
tion's leading producers of 
soybeans, and the event at 
Northeast Iowa Community 
College came on the heels of 
the Agriculture Department's 
announcement of $12 billion 
in temporary aid to help farm-
ers deal with retaliatory tariffs 
from U.S. trading partners.

Tariffs threaten more than 
$3.8 billion in Illinois exports, 
according to the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, and major com-
panies including Caterpillar and 
Boeing already have been hurt.

But Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross, briefing reporters 
on Air Force One, said more 
jobs have been created by the 
steel and aluminum tariffs than 
are being lost, and said com-
panies were wrongly blaming 
Trump for their issues.

BY LES WINKELER
The Southern Illinoisan

MCLEANSBORO, Ill. 
(AP) — Jim Barker's pickup 
truck bounced slowly across a 
field on his Hamilton County 
farm.

Without saying a word, 
Barker stepped on the brake 
and gazed out the window at 
acres of wild bergamot, pur-
ple coneflowers and blazing 
star. Rather than planting set-
aside land in fescue, Barker has 
transformed his property into 
small patches of prairie that re-
semble what Hamilton Coun-
ty would have looked like be-
fore modern agriculture.

Amazingly, the idea of turn-
ing his farm into a floral won-
derland was born of the state's 
financial crisis.

"When the state ran out 
of money and quit mowing, 
a lot of flowers popped out," 
he said. "I thought, 'I'd like 
to have some of those.' That's 
how I got started. That was 
probably 2010, somewhere in 
there."

In the intervening years, 
about 50 acres have been 
transformed into an artist's 
palette of color, ranging from 
the golden yellows of black-
eyed Susans, the deep reds of 
Cardinal plants and rich or-
anges of butterfly milkweed.

Barker's curiosity with 
flowers has advanced to hob-
by and maybe avocation. 
Several guidebooks on native 
flowers and another tome on 
invasive species are part of the 
accouterments of his pickup.

The pride in his creation is 
obvious. Several times during 
the unofficial tour, Barker 
pulled out his cellphone to 
show pictures of flowers that 
have already bloomed this 
spring or will be blooming in 
the next several months.

"After work, I like coming 
out here like every day," he 
said.

Through the spring and 
summer months there is al-
ways something in season.

While growing the prairie 
flowers isn't as intensive as 
row crops, there is a good deal 
of work involved.

"Trying to keep the invasive 
species out, the Russian olive, 
Korean lespedeza," Barker 
said. "The flowers ... I burn 
them every year. I'll read a 
lot of books and they recom-
mend burning probably eight 
years in a row to keep the 
weeds out.

"I'll collect the seeds every 
year. Some of them bloom 
at different times. I'll come 
here with a bucket and I'll just 
shake them. Some of them 
will drop seeds and some 
won't. I'll do it again in about 
a week."

Although the flowers are 
perennials, he puts the seeds 
back into the field to augment 
Mother Nature's production. 
And, each spring brings a new 
surprise as to which flowers 
emerge and the density of 
each species.

"It's different every year," 
Barker said. "Sometimes 
they'll be here, sometimes 
they won't. The weather has a 
lot to do with it."

In the meantime, the fields 
are a boon to wildlife. Bees, 
butterflies and moths were 

abundant throughout his 
fields. Barker said the fields 
are full of rabbits and quail, 
and wild turkeys frequently 
feed among the grasses and 
flowers.

"I do hunt over it," he said. 
"I don't have a bird dog. I 
have a neighbor, he has bird 
dogs. When he wants to 
come over, we'll hunt."

Barker acknowledged the 
benefit to wildlife and the 
allure of returning the area 
to its original state, but aes-
thetics seem to be the bot-
tom line.

"I just kind of like the 
looks really," he said. "I have 
probably 40-50 different 
flowers and they'll bloom all 
different times of the year."

HISTORICALLY ACCURATE BOTANY

Les Winkeler/The Southern

In this July 10, 2018 photo, native prairie flowers Jim Barker has planted on his farm bloom in McLeansboro. Rather than 
planting set-aside land in fescue, Barker has transformed his property into small patches of prairie that resemble what Ham-
ilton County would have looked like before modern agriculture.

Picture perfect prairie
Farmer turns land 
into wonderland of 
wildflowers

Les Winkeler/The Southern

In this July 10, 2018 photo, a monarch butterfly lights atop a 
blazing star at Jim Barker’s farm in McLeansboro. 

Special to The Prairie Press

President Donald Trump hugs United States Steel employee Pa-
tricia Bertrand, right, while speaking at the United States Steel 
Granite City Works Thursday in Granite City.

BY DOUG WILSON
The Herald-Whig

QUINCY, Ill. (AP) — 
When Mike Nobis thinks 
about how the Quincy Teen 
Reach program weathered 
the state budget impasse, he's 
still amazed.

Teen Reach, a program 
that helps at-risk youth stay 
safe and graduate from high 
school, offers after-school 
programs and life skills edu-
cation, encourages parental 
involvement, and hosts rec-
reational events. Sponsored 
by the Illinois Department 
of Human Services, Quincy 
Teen Reach also has gener-
ally gotten about $110,000 
a year from the state.

Those funds stopped in 
2015 as the budget crisis in 
Springfield began. Other 
Teen Reach sites in the state 
began shutting down. But 
the Quincy agency kept go-
ing, thanks to a dedicated 
staff and board, and commu-
nity support.

"Our staff went two or 
three months when they 
didn't get paid," Nobis said. 

When news reports came 
out about how close the pro-
gram was to closing, Quin-
cy-area donors provided 
about $80,000 to keep the 
doors open.

"Without the commu-
nity and ongoing support 
from individuals, church-
es, the United Way and 
other organizations, we 
could not have made it,” 
said Cheryl Williams, the 
agency’s administrator.

In July 2016, a state law 
providing funds for Teen 
Reach was enacted, but it 
covered only six months. A 
year later, the first full state 
budget since 2014 was ad-
opted and the program saw 
rewards for its perseverance.

Quincy Teen Reach also 
got a bump in its funding 
because there was more 
money left in the Depart-
ment of Human Service ac-
count with fewer recipient 
programs.

A grant to the Bella Ease 
organization that operates 
Teen Reach is funding a 
one-year Family Focus pro-
gram in Quincy. Williams 
said Family Focus helps par-
ents find jobs, get referrals 
to existing programs or take 
parenting classes.

"Now we can address the 
whole family," with Teen 
Reach helping youth from 
ages 6 to 17 and Family Fo-
cus working with the par-
ents, Williams said.

Program 
bounces 
back
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