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Board prefers late fireworks
Independence Day delay proves convenient for community; mini golf course is worn

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Paris Park Board members see a 
benefit to delaying the community’s 
Independence Day celebration.

“I thought it was a success,” said 
Chris Redman, superintendent of 
streets, alleys and parks for the city. 
“I’ve had no complaints with the fire-
works on the seventh.”

Redman discussed the recent Inde-
pendence Day celebration during the 
Tuesday, July 31, park board meeting.

Park board president Cliff Macke 
noted he usually hears some grum-
blings from July 4 up to the date of the 
city celebration and then everything 
is fine.

Austin Huxford, a new park board 
member, stated a clear preference for 
delaying the celebration to a weekend, 
saying it is more convenient for young 
families. 

“I enjoy it on Saturday, because we 
don’t have to go to work the next day,” 
said park board member Jodi Thierl. 
“I understand why people want it on 

the fourth, but I thought we had a 
great fireworks show.”

The city was forced into a delayed 
celebration in 2017 when the long-
time fireworks vendor announced 
in mid-June a problem getting the 
necessary permits from the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives and was unable to do fire-
works on July 4. Local officials scram-
bled for a replacement but no other 
licensed companies were available on 
the fourth.

Central States Fireworks had an 
opening to do a show on July 8. The 
decision was made to go ahead with 
events like the city band concert on 
July 4 and fireworks on the eighth. Af-
ter seeing the quality of the show pro-
vided by Central States, the decision 
was made to hold the 2018 Indepen-
dence Day Celebration July 7 because 
Central States was already booked for 
July 4, 2018.

“What I hear from people is they 
like it, because on the fourth they can 
go to Marshall or some other com-

munity and enjoy a second round of 
fireworks on Saturday,” said Redman.

Park board members agreed to con-
tinue holding the city celebration on 
the Saturday following July 4 in order 
to have Central States Fireworks do 
the show. There was also agreement 
to let the Paris City Band members 
decide for themselves if they want to 
perform the annual patriotic concert 
on July 4 or the Saturday of the fire-
works show. The consensus among 
park board members is the people 
playing in the city band should vote 
to determine the date of the concert.

Redman addressed concerns about 
the miniature golf course at Twin 
Lakes Park. 

“It’s not drawing much of a crowd,” 
Redman said. “We need to do some-
thing to promote it.”

Thierl revisited a previous idea of 
seeking corporate sponsors for the 
holes to help improve landscaping and 
replace the worn carpet on the course.

Redman suggested tying improve-
ments to the miniature golf course 

to another project addressing the of-
ten-received complaint the parks do 
not offer any attractions for teenagers. 
He reminded board members of pre-
vious talks about making the Spicer 
Pavilion stage available one night a 
week during the summer as a place 
where bands made up of high school 
age students can play. 

“Maybe we could organize a minia-
ture golf tournament as part of that,” 
said Redman.

No decisions were made but the 
topic remains open for discussion. 

The park board is up to full strength 
after an extended period of multiple 
vacancies. Incumbent members are 
Macke, Thierl, Melinda Young and 
Tom Tuttle. Recent appointees are 
Huxford, Casey Redman and Brenda 
Martin.

One of the recent resignations 
prompted the need for electing offi-
cers.  Macke is the new president, Thi-
erl continues as vice president, Young 
remains as the treasurer and Martin is 
the new secretary.

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

MARSHALL — In less then a 
year, Marshall will be home to a 
new public pool and swimming fa-
cility  the community hopes will be 
there for the long run. 

The $3.5 million facility will re-
place the previous one that served 
the town for more than 60 years. 

After the groundbreaking cere-
mony in early March of this year, 
construction began and is now 
on track to end by early winter. 
Finishing touches throughout the 
remainder of the winter and spring 
will allow for its opening in May 
2019. 

“This pool will be so big for the 
people here in Marshall and the 
surrounding areas,” said Sara Tar-
ble, acting chairman of the Mar-
shall Community Pool Fund. “This 
will provide an area that is safe and 
affordable for families and allow 
children space to exercise and enjoy 
their summers.” 

Besides a swimming pool, the fa-
cility will also offer a climbing wall, 
a splash pool, diving boards and a 
water slide for older children and 
one for toddlers. 

“It has hurt not having the pool 
this summer, but the anticipation 
for the new one will be worth the 
wait,” said Marshall resident and 
soon-to-be grandmother Julia Da-
vidson “My family has always gone 
to the pool and when the new one 
opens we will be there all the time 
too.” 

The pool will play host to not 
only families but also different 
groups throughout the area. Come 
next summer, the Marshall Aquatic 
Club will also call the facility their 
home. 

The city of Marshall invested 
$2.25 million for the project, with 
the Marshall Community Pool 
Fund in charge of finding the rest 
of the money. Through multiple 
donations and fund-raising events, 
such as their car raffle, the fund will 
be able to present their promised 
$1,000,000 to the city. 

“I can not even begin to explain 
how generous this city, and the 
surrounding areas have been,” Tar-
ble said “Whatever event we have 
planned or idea that we have asked 
of, everyone has exceeded what I 
could have possibly imagined and 
that is so incredible.” 

Other members of the Marshall 
Community Pool Fund that have 
played a vital role in the advance-
ment of the pool have been Emily 
Akers, Mike Craig, Maggie Patrick, 
Tim Sanders, Misty Weiland and 
Amy Yargus. 

IMMORTALIZED THROUGH MUSIC

Special to The Prairie Press

The Annie Moses Band, described as from cotton patch to concert hall will bring their music to the Paris Center of 
Fine Arts Sunday, Nov. 11. The band is named in honor of the group’s great-grandmother, who sacrificed and pinched 
pennies to provide music lessons to her daughter.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairie press.net

Tickets for the 2018-2019 season 
for the Paris Center of Fine Arts — 
Performances on the Prairie — are 
now available for purchase, according 
to PCOFA fine arts manager Kristin 
Chittick.

The third season kicks off Sept. 8-9 
when magician Reza returns with 
his “Edge of Illusion” production. 
Chittick said Reza appeared here two 
years ago and has been specifically 
requested by community patrons for 
the return engagement. 

Chittick emphasized many of the 
season’s productions to be presented 
at the 500-seat theater were requested 
by local residents.

The second show of the season, the 
Indiana State University percussion 
ensemble was recommended by Par-
is 95 music teacher Jonathon Boren, 
Chittick noted. The ensemble will 
present, “a drum filled night of enter-
tainment,” she emphasized, adding 
the group has been entertaining for 
more than 40 years.

The Annie Moses Band, with 
support of headliner sponsor Doug 
Hasler, performed last season at 
Rose-Hulman and several local resi-
dents recommended the band. The 
show is planned from 7-9 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 11.

The group describes itself as from 
the cotton patch to the concert hall. 
The name of the band is in honor of 
Annie Moses, the great-grandmother 
of the group members. The Annie 
Moses Band is leading an artistic re-

naissance through strength of family 
and a message of faith, inspiring all 
generations to join in the beauty and 
excitement of highly skilled musi-
cianship.

On Sunday, Dec. 9, the Scott Wat-
tles Band the Fabulous Blue Suede 
Crew, will present a Christmas show 
featuring the Paris High School and 
Mattoon High School choirs.

The season resumes  March 9 with 
the popular Fabulous Forties Big 
Band. “This is a show that has been 
very popular and it’s back by popular 
demand,” Chittick noted. Music from 
the 1930s through 2000s will be fea-
tured, followed by the Rose-Hulman 
Jazz Band, on March 30.

Chittick said a show that is creating 
excitement is Carpenters Once More, 
featuring vocalist Diana Lynn, who 
played to sold out shows in Branson, 
Mo. The show is scheduled April 27 
and will feature hits from the brother 
sister musical group including “Yes-
terday Once More,” “We’ve Only 
Just Begun,” “For All We Know,” and 
many others.

The final show of the year is “Mutts 
Gone Nuts,” to be presented in two 
shows May 4, Chittick said. Scott and 
Joan Houghton and nine rescue dogs, 
adopted from animal shelters and 
rescues, present a comedy dog thrill 
show that includes flying Frisbee 
dogs, tightwire dogs, dancing dogs as 
well as Sammie the talking dog.

The Houghtons use positive, re-
ward-based training methods rein-
forcing behaviors with treats, toys 
and praise, looking for what dogs do 
naturally.

The PCOFA has a new web site 
and logo, designed by Paris native 
Larken Ogle Lech, who now works 
in Nashville, Tenn. “We’re looking to 
have a professional presence to match 

the outstanding facility we have in 
Paris,” Chittick said.

The PCOFA advisory commit-
tee is charged with bringing to the 
theater entertainment for the com-
munity. Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson, who serves 
as the facilities manager for Paris 
High School, schedules school and 
community uses of the theater, such 
as the recent Paris Community The-
ater’s successful first production.

“It was exciting being a part of the 
community theater and to see how 
the show was embraced by the com-
munity,” Chittick observed. “The 
support for the arts continues to be 
strong in our county.”

Chittick and the advisory com-
mittee are in the process of mailing 
300 informational letters to poten-
tial supporters in the PCOFA’s first 
major fund drive to support the 

Performance lineup

Special to The Prairie Press

One of the rescue dogs in Mutts 
Gone Nuts catches a Frisbee during 
a show. Nine dogs will perform in two 
shows May 4 at the Paris Center of 
Fine Arts.

Flashy 
and 
splashy
Marshall excited for 
long-awaited new pool 
facilities

See PCOFA, Page 8A

Performances on the 
Prairie to host diverse 
and spectacular lineup

mailto:nzeman@prairiepress.net
mailto:ghenry@prairiepress.net
mailto:pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com


TODAY

BLACKHAWK NATURE WALK 
The next Blackhawk Park nature 
walk is 8 a.m. today. This is a 
good opportunity to spend time 
in the woods and enjoy the sum-
mer wildflowers still in bloom and 
a variety of nesting birds. Meet 
in the parking lot for the 8 a.m. 
start, and the walk takes about 
an hour. 

RURAL SCHOOL REUNION
Today is the deadline for making 
a reservation to attend the meal 
portion of the Aug. 12 Edgar 
County Rural School Reunion 
in the fellowship hall at the 
First Christian Church of Paris. 
This event is for anyone who 
ever attended a one-room rural 
school in Edgar County. For more 
information about the event, or 
to make reservations call Marge 
Houghland, 463-7610.

SUNDAY

PHILLIPS REUNION
The Phillips Family Reunion for 
descendants of Alba and Hosea 
Phillips is Aug. 5 at the Shrine 
Club Campground Shelter in 
Fairview Park, Casey. The meal 
is served at 12:30 p.m.

JONES REUNION
The annual LL Jones reunion is 
Sunday, Aug. 5, at the Marshall 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post. 
Those attending are asked to 
bring personal table service 
and a covered dish. Questions 
may be directed to 217-822-
4641.
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RELAY FOR LIFE – FIGHT LIKE A JEDI
Using a Star Wars theme the 2018 Edgar County Relay for Life is 
again ready to take on the scourge of cancer.
The fundraising event is noon to 10 p.m. today, Aug. 4, at Spicer 
Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park. At least 20 teams and 70 other 
participants will have booths with concessions or activities. All 
money raised goes for cancer research.
The 1 p.m. opening ceremony features honorary chairman 
7-year-old Rayleigh Ike and her mother Caresse Ike. Young 
Rayleigh Ike was diagnosed with B-cell acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia as a kindergarten student and a stringent treatment 
plan followed. She enters second grade at Memorial School later 
this month and if all goes well her chemotherapy may conclude 
in December. Fellow cancer survivor Cami Costa-Kuglin is the 
keynote speaker for the 1 p.m. opening ceremony.  Musical 
entertainment from noon to 1 p.m. precedes the opening and 
more entertainment follows. At 5 p.m. everything stops for the 
survivors’ lap around the shelter and a dinner for the survivors. A 
luminaria service at 9 p.m. in memory of those whose lives were 
claimed by cancer starts the closing ceremony.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

89   67
Prec: 0%

90   69
Prec: 0%

88   70
Prec: 40%

84   63
Prec: 40%

81   62
Prec: 0%

82   63
Prec: 0%

84   63
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly sunny and increasingly 
humid with highs topping out in the upper 
80s.

SUNDAY — Another muggy day with highs 
topping out near 90 under mostly sunny 
skies.

MONDAY — Mostly sunny with highs in 
the upper 80s. Shower and thunderstorm 
chances increase through the evening and 
into the overnight hours.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:53 a.m. 8:00 p.m. 12:25 a.m. 1:18 p.m.

SUNDAY 5:54 a.m. 7:59 p.m. -- 2:24 p.m.

MONDAY 5:55 a.m. 7:58 p.m. 1:04 a.m. 3:31 p.m.

TUESDAY 5:56 a.m. 7:57 p.m. 1:49 a.m. 4:38 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:57 a.m. 7:56 p.m. 2:42 a.m. 5:43 p.m.

THURSDAY 5:58 a.m. 7:54 p.m. 3:44 a.m. 6:42 p.m.

FRIDAY 5:59 a.m. 7:53 p.m. 4:53 a.m. 7:35 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84°/65°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103° in 1930
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43° in 1894

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.02”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.52”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.98”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.59”

NORMAL:    High: 84   Low: 65    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher/Editor: Nancy Roberts 
Zeman
Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Maria Crandell
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  

weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. Copyright 
2018 by Prairie Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

Move-in Ready brick ranch on Eads Lake!! This is a MUST SEE SOON!! 4 bedroom, 2 bath home 
with separate living/dining room and wonderful family room with brick fireplace open to the 
beautifully renovated kitchen with granite counters, great island and high-end stainless appliances!  
All season room with such nice views of Eads Lake and sliding doors accessing a great outdoor 
deck. Addt’l private patio and super addt’l shed with electricity. Wonderful dock over Eads Lake 
too! 2-car attached garage. Beautifully landscaped yard!  Call for an appointment to see!!!

#7 Regina Drive – $172,900

25 Briar Hill Rd. – $189,500

Wonderful 3 bedroom 2 bath home located 
on the East Lake!!! Enter the front door and see 
beautiful views of the lake. Family room, dining 
room and kitchen are open concept. Large 
picture window and sliding glass doors so you 
have ease of entertaining and enjoying the out-
doors. Kitchen and dining area have newer 
cabinetry with pullout drawers, spice rack stor-
age and appliances that stay! Both bathrooms 
have been completely renovated. Spend your 
summers enjoying your own personal beach, 
lake deck with Power Boat Lift that stays (can 
be used for a pontoon or ski boat), fire pit, beau-
tiful blooming perennial flowers/bushes, large 
concrete patio and covered patio with ceiling 
fans. Master bedroom has its own private sun-
room that overlooks the lake. The 2-car garage 
is attached and includes a workshop/storage 
area.  Call for more info and to see soon!!

Keys Realty
& appraisals

510 S. Main St. , Paris, IL 61944
217.466.6800    •

Vicky Keys
Managing Broker

(217) 712-0385 

Lindsey Keys
Broker

(217) 251-4357

Brenda Martin
Broker

(217) 822-5636

www.keys4u.net

Let us put our Real Estate Knowledge to work for You!

Member FDIC
*2.25% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) e�ective July 31, 2018 and subject to change. $1,000 minimum deposit to 
open an 11 Month CD. Must open and/or maintain a FFBT checking account with a $500 daily minimum balance. 
APY reduced by 0.20% to 2.05% APY if checking account is not opened or, during the term of the CD, minimum 
daily balance is less than $500. Penalty imposed for early withdrawal made during the CD term. Maximum 
balance of $250,000. O�er may end at any time. Not available for Public Funds, Financial Institutions, or Individual 
Retirement Accounts. This product automatically renews into a 12 month CD at maturity.

2.25%
APY*

11 MONTH CD

Limited Time Only

Paris Branch
(217) 712-2850

8964 N Terre Haute Road

 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 

 

planning Farm Bureau Basement 

Rental available!Are you 

Great for dinners, parties, 
business meetings and more!

Member rate: 
$25/hour $125 for the day
Non-member rate: 
$35/hour $175 for the day 

Fully stocked 
kitchen, 

refrigerator, 
tables & chairs

Call 
465-8511 

to book 
the space!

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive of 
holidays, at the Human Resources 
Center, 118 E. Court Street, Paris.

WEDNESDAY

FARMLAND ASSESSMENT 
The Edgar County Farmland 

Assessment Review Committee 
meets at 6 p.m.  Wednesday, 
Aug. 8, at the Edgar County Farm 
Bureau Office, 210 W Washing-
ton, Paris. The subject of the 
hearing is the proposed equal-
ized assessed values of farmland 
and implementation procedures 
for the 2019 farmland assess-
ments. 

THURSDAY

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is pork chops, scalloped 
potatoes, breaded tomatoes 
or stewed apples and white or 
wheat roll. The cost is $5. Drinks 
are 50 cents and dessert is $1.

BEEKEEPING PROGRAM
The Marshall Public Library 
is hosting an informational 
program about beekeeping 
6:30 p.m. . Local beekeepers 

will share information about 
the important role of bees in 
pollination, how honey is made 
and how to start recreational 
beekeeping.

MONTHLY EUCHRE
The monthly euchre game is 
6:30-9 p.m. Aug. 9 at the Red Oak 
Inn, 219 W. Madison, Paris.

MUSIC IN PARK
Sound City plays a free concert 
6:30-9 p.m. Aug. 9 at Spicer 
Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park as 
part of the 2018 Music in the Park 
concert series. Those attending 
are encouraged to bring lawn 
chairs for seating.

UPCOMING

HUMORIST TO PERFORM
Aaron Wilburn, a humorist, 
songwriter is doing a free 
performance Aug. 11 at Martins-
ville’s Linn Park Amphitheater. 
Audience members should 
bring personal seating. Food 
concessions are available 
starting at 6 p.m., and the 
performance is 7 p.m. 

VERMILION COUNTY MUSEUM
The Vermilion County Museum, 
Danville, is holding an open house 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Aug. 11 and 11 a.m-2 
p.m. Aug. 12. Visitors may tour 
the museum and the Fithian 
Home free of charge during the 
open house hours.

PLANT PROPAGATION SEMINAR
The Summer Series of the Four 
Seasons Gardening program 
from University of Illinois Exten-
sion concludes with “At-Home Mi-
cropropagation: In Vitro Plants.” 
The program is 1:30 p.m. Aug. 14 
via computer link at the Edgar 
County Extension Office in Paris.
Micropropagation is a form of 
growing plants using tissue 
culture in sealed containers. This 
method allows for new plants to 
be grown using cuttings down 
to a number of cells. Learn from 
Extension Horticulture Educator, 
Bruce Black, about microprop-
agation at home using common 
household items. 

mailto:nzeman@prairiepress.net
http://www.prairiepress.net
http://www.keys4u.net


prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, AUGUST 4, 2018  |  3AON THE RECORD

with special guest 

Jordan Davis

Friday, August 17      7:00 p.m.

Ticket Prices
Track - $30

Standing or bring your lawnchair

Grandstand - $25 
seating in grandstand

Clark County Fair
Presents

Go to: clarkcountyfair.net to purchase tickets

 

217-465-4154 |  BANKPROSPECT.COM

THE OPPORTUNITY BANK

more opportunity

BANKING
LOCAL MEANS

for community.
PROSPECT BANK IS PARIS’S ONLY LOCALLY 
OWNED AND OPERATED BANK.

We’ve been helping our clients achieve the American Dream right 
here in Central Illinois for almost 150 years, and we’re proud to call 
this place home. 

Stop by our Paris branch, give us a call, or visit us online to learn more 
about making the switch to Prospect—and all the opportunities we 
have for you. 

Fine Art Photography by

EDWARD GILLUM
These 8X10 black and white Landscape and Still Life Images 

are being made available, at a very affordable price of $75 
each, as a fund-raiser of 50% to the Bicentennial Art Center.

These 25 archival 8X10 mounted prints are some 
of those most in demand.

Drop by the art center, 132 South Central to view these beautiful prints.

Tuesday thru Friday from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

A noted Paris musician 
missed a decade in a recent 
Prairie Press report.

Susan Hiddle, a retired 
Paris District 95 music 
teacher and for 18 summers 
the manager and/or director 
of the Paris Municipal Band, 

received a surprise honor 
at the last Paris city council 
meeting when Mayor Craig 
Smith presented a plaque 
and proclamation in recog-
nition of her service to the 
community.

In reporting the hon-

or, the “teen” in eighteen 
slipped out of the story and 
the report incorrectly read 
eight years of service to the 
band. We’re sorry, because 
for 18 years, through last sea-
son, we’ve enjoyed her every 
note.

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

Paris Mayor Craig Smith 
presents a plaque and procla-
mation on behalf of the city 
to Susan Hiddle, recognizing 
her 18 years as city band 
director and manager, as well 
as a career music teacher 
for the Paris school system. 
The presentation took place 
at the opening of Monday’s 
city council session, with 
members of the City Band 
Board and other friends in 
the audience.

Hiddle honored

http://www.bankprospect.com
http://www.clarkcountyfair.net
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BRINGING HIGH-SPEED INTERNET  
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YOURS.

1.888.863.9928
newwavecom.com

Get the best online experience anywhere. 

100
45

Mbps

$
/mo.*

NO DEPOSIT.
NO CONTRACT.
For six months.$35 activation fee. 
Reg. price $55/mo.

*Limited-time offer expires August 23, 2018. Rate good for 
6 months. Regular price $55/mo. $35 activation fee. Call for 
more details. Restrictions apply.

for 6  
months

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

Kiesha & Dustin 
Reed, owners
Carla Fancher, 

manager

NOW
OPEN

(Formerly BJ’s)
&

 Newly remodeled

Featuring daily specials
open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m 

7 days a week

Sunday
Chicken and noodles, mashed potatoes, vegetable choice of 
soup or salad
Monday
Ham and beans, cornbread and fried potatoes
Tuesday
Two hard or soft tacos, spanish rice, refried beans

Check out 
our

Facebook 
page for all 
the specials

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A man accused of a felony 
domestic battery apparently 
prefers the confines of the Ed-
gar County Jail to the court-
room.

Vance E. Plew, 23, Paris, 
was scheduled for an in-cus-
tody appearance July 23 in 
Edgar County Circuit Court 
to answer for a Class 4 felony 
domestic battery with a prior 
conviction and a Class A mis-

Prisoner refuses court appearance  
demeanor domestic battery 
charges. An Edgar County 
deputy informed Judge David 
W. Lewis that Plew refused to 
leave his cell and make an ap-
pearance.

If the plan was to somehow 
stop the case, it didn’t work. 
Lewis assigned the public de-
fender to represent Plew and set 
bond at $15,000. A special con-
dition of bond is Plew cannot 
contact the apparent victim or 
the victim’s residence, and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. 

Plew is no stranger to do-
mestic battery charges. He was 
charged twice in 2015 with do-
mestic battery and those cases 
were subsequently dismissed. 
He pleaded guilty in May 2018 
to a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery and received a 
two-year conditional discharge 
sentence. 

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the crimi-
nal and traffic call included:

IN CUSTODY
nShawna B. Behiter, 43, 

Brocton, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 4 
felony aggravated driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. She was 
remanded to custody.
nJoshua T. Bewley, 31, Par-

is, appeared in custody, was 
charged and pleaded guilty to a 
Class B misdemeanor criminal 
trespassing. He was sentenced 
to 30 days in jail with good con-
duct credit to apply, 60 days in 
jail subject to a motion to va-
cate, one year of probation, a 
$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees. He was ordered 

to have no contact with the ap-
parent victim. In exchange for 
the plea, the state dismissed a 
Class C misdemeanor disorder-
ly conduct charge. Bewley was 
remanded to custody.
nJennifer M. Herbek, 40, 

Kansas, appeared in custody for 
a bond hearing. She was granted 
a personal recognizance bond 
on her Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine charge 
and the matter was continued 
for a first appearance with coun-
sel. Herbek was remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing.
nBenjamin L. Hornbrook, 

27, Kokomo, Ind., appeared in 
custody and was charged with a 
Class 1 felony burglary, a Class 
2 felony possession of stolen 
property, a Class 4 felony crim-
inal damage to property and a 
Class B misdemeanor criminal 
trespassing to real property. The 
public defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
Hornbrook was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nKristin D. Jewell, 37, Paris, 

appeared in custody. He was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor criminal damage to 
property and a Class B criminal 
trespassing to real property. The 
public defender was appointed 
and bond was set at $2,500. The 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel, and 
Jewell was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nCraig W. Kestner, 27, Car-

ol Stream, appeared in custody 
and waived the preliminary 
hearing. He pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
more than 100 grams but less 

than 500 grams of cannabis and 
a Class 4 felony obstruction of 
justice. The court ordered he 
will receive $30 credit for every 
day served. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nScott David LaBaume, 37, 

Chrisman, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor criminal damage to 
property. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
$25,000 bond.
nChristopher R. May, 35, 

Terre Haute, Ind., appeared in 
custody and was charged with 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine. Bond was 
set at $3,000 and a first appear-
ance with counsel was sched-
uled. He was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.
nJohn L. Rainey, 27, Par-

is, appeared in custody, was 
charged and pleaded guilty to 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol. 
In exchange for the plea, a sec-
ond DUI charge was dismissed. 
The matter was continued for a 
sentencing hearing, and he was 
released on a personal recogni-
zance bond.
nBrandon Wayne Tim-

merman, 39, Paris, appeared 
in custody. A personal recog-
nizance bond was granted and 
his Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine charge was 
continued for a first appearance 
with counsel. He was remanded 
to custody pending release pro-
cessing. 
nMatthew A. White, 33, 

Georgetown, appeared in cus-

tody for missing a previous 
court appearance for the peti-
tion to revoke his conditional 
discharge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license conviction. 
He admitted the petition and 
was resentenced to 60 days in 
jail subject to a motion to va-
cate, one year of conditional 
discharge and ordered to pay all 
previous financial obligations. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.

GUILTY PLEAS 
nTina L. Huffman, 33, 

Granville, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class A mis-
demeanor retail theft. She was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $300 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees. In addition, she is banned 
from the Paris Wal-Mart for the 
duration of the sentence.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nBobbie J. Drueke, 37, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the influ-
ence of drugs charge. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nJames W. Elswick III, 34, 

Paris, completed his communi-
ty service work sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license convic-
tion. His conditional discharge 
was terminated and the case 
was closed.

 
WARRANTS

Warrants were ordered when 
the following individuals failed 
to answer the court call: Ran-
dy J. Bramlett, 51, Metcalf; and 
Ashley Y. Dye, 24, Oakland.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – The Illi-
nois legislature created a new 
law requiring all homes to have 
a new type of smoke detector 
equipped with 10-year sealed 

batteries.
Illinois residents have a few 

years to make the switch over, 
and homes with hard wired sys-
tems are exempt from making 
the change.

The new law was prompted 

by the number of fire fatalities 
in the state. Illinois had 114 res-
idential fire deaths in 2017 and 
76 fatalities so far in 2018. The 
majority of the deaths occurred 
in homes without working 
smoke detectors.

Since 1988, the Illinois 
Smoke Detector Act has re-
quired all dwellings to have 
smoke detectors. The new re-
quirement is an update to the 
law reflecting changes in the 
technology.

Law requires new type smoke detectors, batteries in Illinois

mailto:craig@ashersmithlaw.com
mailto:swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com
http://www.newwavecom.com
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

Paris 
and Kansas
217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Subscribe FREE OF CHARGE at

NOTICE

Weather permitting on Tuesday, August 7th and 
Wednesday, August 8th from 8:00AM - ? the City of 
Paris will be oiling and chip sealing certain streets.  
Please be advised that if you have vehicles parked 
in the boulevard they should be moved to allow the 
City’s contractor to apply the road oil to the edge of 
the paved area, and avoid overspray from contact-
ing vehicles and other personal items.

Please note:  High School Road, between the 
tracks and Route 1 will be closed Monday,  
August 6th beginning at 3:00PM.

Street   From  To                        
Garfield	 	 	Main	 	 Marshall
Edgar   Cherry Point High
Eads Ave.  Court  Clinton Road
Wood   High  Eads
Country Club  Briar Hill Wood
Woodmere  Country Club East Limits
Prairie   Central  Cherry Point
Maple   Cherry Point Jefferson
West End Ave.  Maple  South Limits
Blackburn  Cherry Point Hocket
Hockett   Blackburn Clay
Kimble   Cherry Point Main
Sheriff   Wood  Prairie
High School Road  Railroad East entrance of   
    the National Guard

Now Available:  Adams Mahogany

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

Scottland United 
Methodist Church
 

 

Celebrating 135 years 
August 12, 2018

Program at 2:00 p.m. with
Refreshments following

 Everyone Welcome!

22539 N. 1960 St., Chrisman, IL

Located next to the Scottland 
Community Park.

wish to extend our sincere thanks to our family and many 
friends for your many kindnesses and for the condolences 
and support that we have received. The donations to the 
Redmon Christian Church for which she was a devoted 
member, the many floral tributes, cards and all the other 
examples of love shown to her.

We want to express special appreciation to Russ Witmer 
for his many words of comfort. To Templeton Funeral Home 
- Pete, Scott and all the staff for making the best possible 
arrangements for our loved one.

To Burnside Community Health and Life’s 
Journey Senior Living for the excellent care 
she received at your facility.
Gary (Linda), Pam, Melissa, Robin (Mike), Kyle, 
Jackie (Marc), Connor, Maddie and Baylor

The Family of

Rose Ann Hancock

DAVID SHOTTS SR.
MARSHALL – David H. 

Shotts Sr., 76, of Marshall, 
passed away 2:55 p.m. Mon-

day, July 30, 
2018, at his 
home sur-
rounded by 
his family. 

A service 
honoring his 
life is 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 

5, at Pearce Funeral Home 
with Bros. Kurt Speece and 
Mitch Camp officiating. Burial 
is in the Mt. Pleasant Ceme-
tery, rural Martinsville. Visita-
tion is 4 to 8 p.m. today, Aug. 4, 
at the funeral home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Bell Ridge Chris-
tian Church or to the Martins-
ville First Christian Church. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

SHOTTS

CHUCK WASHBURN
MARSHALL – Charles 

E. “Chuck” Washburn, 79, of 
Casey, passed away at 10:55 

p.m., Sunday, 
July 22, 2018, 
at Heartland 
Manor, Ca-
sey. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
his life was 1 
p.m., Thurs-

day, July 26, at Pearce Funeral 
Home, with Bro. Marvin Oak-
ley officiating. Burial was in 
the Casey Cumberland Cem-
etery. Visitation was from 10 
a.m. until the service time 
Thursday at the funeral home.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

WASHBURN

RANDY WASHBURN
MARSHALL – James 

Randall “Randy” Washburn, 
50, of Cloverdale, Ind., and 

formerly of 
M a r s h a l l , 
passed away 
at 5:13 
a.m., EST 
Wednesday, 
July 18, 2018.

A pri-
vate ser-

vice is planned for family 
and friends. Pearce Funeral 
Home is assisting with the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Huntington 
Disease Society of America.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com

WASHBURN

DALE SCHAEFER
MARSHALL – Dale E. 

Schaefer, 79, of Marshall, 
passed away Friday, July 27, 

2018, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A funer-
al service 
was 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, 
Aug. 1. at 

Emmanuel United Methodist 
Church, with Pastors Chris 
Quick and John Cross offici-
ating. Burial followed at Zion 
Cemetery. Visitation was 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, July 
31, at Pearce Funeral Home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Emmanuel Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Clark 
County 4-H Foundation or 
Marshall Schools Founda-
tion.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

SCHAEFFER

HUBER RICHEY SR.
MARSHALL – Huber 

Dale Richey Sr., 95, of Mar-
shall, passed away Thursday, 

Aug. 2, 2018, 
at Burnsides 
Community 
Health Cen-
ter. 

A grave-
side service 
in the Mar-
shall Ceme-

tery is 11 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 
9, with Bro. Gene Ellis offici-
ating. Pearce Funeral Home is 
in charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Marshall Bap-
tist Church.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com. 

RICHEY

ALLEN PERRY
SIMSBORO, La. – Allen 

Ray Perry, 73, of Simsboro, 
La., and formerly of Vermil-
ion, passed away Tuesday 
morning, July 31, 2018, at his 
home.

Cremation is scheduled 
and no services are planned. 

IRENE JOSEPH
Irene Joseph, 77, of Paris, 

and formerly of Peru, Ind., 
passed away at 12:56 a.m. 

EDT Tues-
day, July 
31, 2018, at 
Gibson Fam-
ily Hospice, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.  

A service 
celebrat ing 

her life was 6 p.m. CDT Fri-
day, August 3, at Templeton 
Funeral Home. Visitation was 
from 4:30 p.m. until the ser-
vice time Friday at the funeral 
home. Concluding services 
are 1 p.m. EDT today, Au-
gust 4, in the chapel of Mount 
Hope Cemetery, Peru, Ind.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Oliver United 
Methodist Church.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

JOSEPH

PENNY BROWN
MARSHALL – The Rev. 

Penny J. Brown, 74, of Mar-
shall, passed away Sunday, 

July 29, 2018, 
at her home. 

A service 
honoring her 
life is 1 p.m. 
today, Aug. 4, 
at Pearce Fu-
neral Home 
with Pastors 

Gene Siverly, Jarod Boulton 
and Tim Duke officiating. 
Burial is in the Marshall Cem-
etery. Visitation is from 10 
a.m. until the service time to-
day at the funeral home

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

BROWN

MARJORIE BENNETT
KANSAS – Marjorie 

F. Bennett, 99, of Kansas, 
passed away at 9:15 a.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2018, at 
the Harmony Center of the 
Odd Fellow-Rebekah Home, 
Mattoon.

A service celebrating 
her life is 11:30 a.m. today, 
Aug. 4, at Kansas Christian 
Church, with Minister Bret 
Hammond officiating. Burial 
follows in Fairview Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from 9:30 
a.m. until the service time to-
day at the church. Templeton 
Funeral Home of Kansas is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Kansas Chris-
tian Church Trustees.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
templetonfuneralhome.com.

DEAN SPEECE
Dean E. Speece, 90, of Kan-

sas, passed away at 2:40 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 2, 2018, at his 
residence. He dedicated more 
than 70 years of his life to 
preaching, serving churches 
in Ohio, Kentucky, Texas, In-
diana and Illinois and had also 
worked for a number of years 
as a professor at Dallas Chris-
tian College.

A service celebrating his life 
is 10 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 9, 
at Templeton Funeral Home 
in Paris, with Minister Bret 
Hammond officiating. Burial 
follows in Fairview Cemetery, 
Kansas. Visitation is from 4 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 8, at 
the funeral home. 

Mr. Speece was born July 
22, 1928, in Kirkpatrick, Ohio, 
the son of the late I.W. and 

Desta Mae Foos Speece. He 
married Iva Lew Boone May 
10, 1953, at Bethlehem Chris-
tian Church in Clark County, 
Kentucky. She preceded him 
in death Feb. 22, 2012.

Survivors include four chil-
dren, Dena (Dave) Nichols 
of Westfield, Kurt (Kristy) 
Speece of Paris, Kent Speece 
of Kansas and Kaatje (Mitch) 
Camp of Paris; a sister, Lou-
ise Ulmer of Crestline, Ohio; 
a brother, Richard Speece 
of Nashville, Tenn.; nine 
grandchildren, Amy Nichols, 
Chad Nichols, Jeremiah (Ela-
na) Nichols, Stevie (Dusty) 
Drake, Holly (Kaleb) Had-
dix, Camille ( Jacob) Scott, 
Andrea Dean Speece, Russ 
(Paige) Camp and Lauren 
(Scott) Schoer; and eight 
great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death 
by two brothers, Homer and 
Lester “Bud” Speece.

Mr. Speece earned his 
Bachelor’s in Ministry from 
Kentucky Christian College 
and his Master of Divinity 
from Lincoln Christian Sem-
inary. He moved with his 
wife and family to Kansas in 
1970 as preaching minister of 
Kansas Christian Church and 
spent the rest of his life as a 
devoted and loyal supporter 
of the Kansas community. He 
was active in the Kansas Lions 
Club, served on the Kansas 
Library Board, worked as a 
Kansas police officer and was 
an EMT with Kansas Ambu-
lance for many years.

He also dedicated much of 
his adult life to Boy Scouts, re-
ceiving numerous awards for 

his more than 60 years of lead-
ership, including the Silver 
Beaver Award for his service. 
He was also a proud grandfa-
ther and seldom missed one of 
his grandchildrens’ activities 
or sports events. 

In his spare time, Mr. 
Speece made it his purpose 
to never stop learning and en-
joyed committing his life to 
studying God’s word. He will 
be remembered as a friend-
ly and outgoing person who 
loved people, had the ability 
to talk to anyone and never 
met a stranger.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Bell Ridge Chris-
tian Church or to Kansas 
Christian Church.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

DONALD COX
CASEY – Donald Eugene 

Cox, 73, of Casey, passed 
away at 9:25 a.m. Tuesday, 

July 31, 2018, 
at his home.   

A funeral 
service is 10 
a.m.  today, 
Aug. 4, at 
Markwell Fu-
neral Home, 
with Tim 

Laymon officiating. Burial 
follows in Washington Cem-
etery. Visitation was from 4 
to 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 3, at the 
funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to an organization of 
the donor’s choice.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

COX

JEFFREY REESE
ST. JOSEPH – Jeffrey Hall 

Reese, 69, of St. Joseph passed 
away at 10:55 a.m. Friday, July 
27, 2018, at Carle Foundation 
Hospital, Urbana. He was re-
tired from St. Joseph-Ogden 
High School after a 30-year 
career.

A funeral service was 11 
a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 1, at St. 
Joseph Church of Christ, with 
the Rev. Greg Matthew and the 
Rev. Hank Sanford officiating. 
Burial was in Patterson Ceme-
tery. Visitation was 4 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 31, at Freese Fu-
neral Home.

Mr. Reese was born May 21, 
1949, in Champaign, the son 
of the late Buren and Margue-
rite L. Hall Reese. He married 
Carla Reddick Jan. 7, 1978, at 
Cambrige City, Ind., and she 
survives.

He is also survived by his 
sons, Joshua (Vickie) Reese of 
St. Joseph and Matthew (Jen-
nifer) Reese of Hume; and 
five grandchildren, Ainslee and 
Brocktyn Reese and Gregory, 
Briana and Hunter Reese.

He was preceded in death by 
one brother, Robert Reese.

Mr. Reese farmed in the 
area before working at the high 
school. He was a patched IHSA 
football official for 49 years. He 
officiated softball for 30 years. 
He officiated two state cham-
pionships. He was inducted 
into the Illinois Coaches As-
sociation Hall of Fame. He was 
a past president of the Cham-
paign Officials Association. He 
was a FCA sponsor for many 
years. He was a member of St. 
Joseph Church of Christ for 50 
years and was a current mem-
ber of CU Church of Cham-
paign.

He loved to go and watch 
his sons umpire and watch his 
grandchildren play sports and 
in other activities. He was a 
fan of St. Joseph-Ogden High 
School, the Fighting Illini and 
the New York Yankees.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Illini Land FCA in 
Champaign or the SJO Athlet-
ic Department.
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Editor, The Prairie Press:
The first part of this is in 

response to Nancy Zeman’s  edi-
torial about graduations.  

I wholeheartedly agree with 
your comments about how gradu-
ations have changed — and many 
other school activities. There is 
such a carefree attitude in our 
society, and it seems to reach into 
everything.  

A graduation is a happy time 
but should also be of a serious 
nature. I don’t like the audience 
constantly walking around, 
seeing who can cheer the loudest 
when one receives his or her 
diploma and just making it into a 
festival-like atmosphere.  

I taught school for 29 years, 
and I saw many changes in school 
events in the last few years. In 
the early years, there was always 
a staff member on duty during 
ballgames; students were not 
constantly running around the 
gym while the game was going 
on and no pop and food was 
allowed into the gym.  Parents 
brought their children to the 
game and stayed. That all changed 
in later years and now discipline 
comes from the top.  

I was glad to read your article, 
and I hope that many read it. It 
might make people think that 
changes need to be made. It was 
much needed. Toes need to be  
stepped on periodically.

Orchids to the talented direc-
tors for the play of “Joseph.” It was 
truly amazing.

Every minute was perfect 
— the actors, the singers, the 
dancing, the stage sets just 
everything. I know this took 
much dedication to be able to 
perform this so perfectly in just 
five weeks. This was as good as 
any Little Theater On-The-Square 
performance, and to think it was 
all local talent; it makes it truly 
amazing.  

We may live in the cornfields, 
but this production showed that a 
small town can perform with the 
best of them — such amazing tal-
ent. I have attended several events 
at the Fine Arts Theater. 

How lucky we are to have this 
wonderful facility close by. Can’t 
wait for your next superb perfor-
mance.

Helen Wood
Brocton

Longtime bowler needs 
our support Aug. 18
Editor, The Prairie Press:

In 1960, 58 years ago, I began 
bowling in leagues and still enjoy 
the game very much. 

There was a time when our lo-
cal center was closed and we had 
to go out town for our leagues. 
It was sad for those that enjoyed 
the sport. Then came along Mike 
Wiltermood to give us back our 
game.

It was and still is a challenge for 
him to get the alley up and going. 
Things are still not perfect but 
surely we are getting there.

Fall leagues are having their 
meetings and will be starting the 
first part of August. 

It would be great to see some 
old and new faces in our leagues. 
Don’t think you are too old or not 
good enough at bowling to join 
because it’s the fun time we have 
that counts.

One of our longtime bowlers, 
Randy Landsaw, recently had a 
stroke and is in Union Hospital 
for extensive rehab. Mike is open-
ing up the alleys for a benefit for 
Randy Saturday, Aug. 18. Times 
and events can be checked out at 
the bowling alley.

Mike is going out of his way to 
make this a successful event, and 
we need your support.

Let’s keep our bowling alley 
alive and thanks to Mike for his 

support in our community. 
Pat McDaniel

Paris

Trade agreements not 
fair to American workers
Editor, The Prairie Press:

President Trump has criti-
cized our trade deals with China, 
NAFTA and E.U. as being unfair 
to America. He’s right.

But let’s remember that these 
deals were written by U.S. cor-
porations and made law via their 
stooges in Congress.

When these deals were 
composed there was no one at 
the table representing American 
workers, no one representing en-
vironmental concerns. They were 
totally about corporate profits, 
cheap resources, cheap unorga-
nized labor, lax environmental 
laws, easily bought politicians and 
low taxes.

These corporations were, 
are, unconcerned with, have no 
loyalty to their workers, their 
community, America. Remember 
that great sucking sound of U.S. 
factories abandoned and jobs 
flowing overseas? Welcome to the 
globalized economy.

When this started in the 1980s 
the Nike Corporation was a 
leader in outsourcing jobs. Their 
factories were moved to Mexico, 
then the Philippines, then China 
and now Vietnam, always seeking 
cheaper labor and lax regulations. 
(I prohibited my son from buying 
anything with a swoosh on it.) 
Other industries followed.

Back then, the German peo-
ple were asked, “Would you pay 
10 percent more for some goods 
so your neighbor can keep his 
job?” They answered, “Ya.” When 
Americans were asked that ques-
tion, they said, “Hell, no.”

Now, almost four decades later, 
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President Donald 
Trump visited an Illinois 
county last week which 

was once 
consid-
ered a 
Demo-
cratic Par-
ty bastion 
but has 
been slip-
ping away 
to the Re-
publicans 
through-
out this 

decade.
Madison County, just 

across the Mississippi 
River from St. Louis, has 
been known for two things 
for as long as most can 
remember: union workers 
and trial lawyers.

The area is heavily 
industrialized with the 
Wood River Refinery tow-
ering over everything. And 
the gorgeous and gleaming 
white county courthouse 
in Edwardsville reflects 
the wealth that trial 
lawyers, particularly in 
the asbestos field, have 
brought to (and extracted 
from) the area.

The combination of 
working-class voters and 
trial lawyer money made 
the Democrats almost un-
beatable until the national 
Tea Party victories of 2010 
when the Republicans 
started making serious in-
roads. The county has also 
become more suburban-
ized as St. Louis-area folks 
realized there was a better 
option across the river.

Democratic state Rep. 
Jay Hoffman lost his 
re-election to Republi-
can Dwight Kay in 2010 
and the Republicans 
picked up two additional 
county-wide offices that 
year. Madison County 
voters also chose the 
Republican candidates for 
both governor and U.S. 
Senate for the first time in 
memory. All three of the 
county’s congressmen are 
now Republicans: Mike 
Bost, Rodney Davis and 
John Shimkus. The Bost 
and Davis districts were 
originally drawn to be 
Democratic.

Since 2010, just two 
statewide Democrats have 
won Madison County: 
Jesse White in 2014 and 
Tammy Duckworth in 

Criticism
of press 
not new

Costs skyrocket thanks to a 50 percent tariff on Canadian newsprint

Every president since George Washington 
has suffered from a critical press.

John F. Kennedy canceled all White House 
subscriptions to the New 
York Herald Tribune because 
of coverage he regarded as 
unfavorable. President Obama, 
who was almost universally 
adored by mainstream media, 
sometimes complained he 
wasn’t getting all the credit he 
thought he deserved for his 
policies; never mind that in 
many cases — Obamacare is 
just one example — liberal 
media rarely criticized him 

when those policies faltered.
New York Times columnist David Brooks 

once remarked that he believed Obama would 
be a great president simply because he observed 
during an interview with the then-senator that 
he had a fine crease in his pants. No bias there.

President Trump has taken media criticism 
to new heights (or depths, depending on your 
perspective), calling any questioning or oppo-
sition to his policies fake new  and labeling the 
press an enemy of the people.

The publisher of The New York Times, A.G. 
Sulzberger, recently met with the president and 
told him his comments were encouraging dic-
tators to persecute and suppress independent 
media coverage of their regimes and worse, 
putting American journalists at risk of physical 
harm. Sulzberger said the Times was forced to 
hire armed guards to protect employees.

Media bias has long been a complaint, espe-
cially among conservatives. Reporters and others 
in the media usually associate with like-minded 
members of their tribe and so either deliberately 
separate themselves from the majority of the 
nation in flyover country, or oppose the values, 
faith and politics practiced by many. Generally 
they only read or watch each other’s work. How 
do I know? A columnist for the Times once 
asked me if I am still writing this column. I read 
his but clearly he doesn’t read mine, or probably 
most other conservatives.

Examples of bias, whether in the way stories 
are covered, or ignored, are legion. One doesn’t 
have to visit only conservative websites, such as 
the Media Research Center and its sister publi-
cation Newsbusters to find examples.

While columnists enjoy greater freedom than 
reporters to express their opinions, some have 
crossed a line of decency that has apparently 
been erased for the Trump administration.

Last Sunday, New York Times columnist 
Frank Bruni published a hateful piece on Vice 
President Mike Pence. Bruni called Pence 
“self-infatuated. Also a bigot. Also a liar. Also cru-
el. To that brimming potpourri he adds two in-
gredients that Trump doesn’t genuinely possess: 
the conviction that he’s on a mission from God 
and a determination to mold the entire nation in 
the shape of his own faith, a regressive, repressive 
version of Christianity. Trade Trump for Pence 
and you go from kleptocracy to theocracy.”

I have known Pence for 30 years and he is 
none of these things. Besides, even if he could 
impose his sincere and consistently practiced 
faith on the nation — which he can’t and 
probably doesn’t want to — what have secular 
progressives imposed on the nation since the 
60s?

In the meeting between the president and 
Sulzberger, there was no indication the publish-
er of America’s most influential newspaper feels 
the need to examine the charges of bias made 
against his reporters, editors and columnists 
or why virtually all appear to favor liberal 
Democrats.

Journalism is unlike any other profession, 
because it is the only one that doesn’t seem to 
care what its readers and viewers think. It is 
like a parent forcing a child to take bad-tasting 
medicine because, “it is good for you.”

This attitude has fueled declining TV ratings 
and, sadly, a drop in newspaper subscriptions, 
but apparently too many in the profession 
would rather criticize customers, or more 
accurately former customers, than change. That 
is bad for the profession and for the country, 
which needs strong journalism. Journalism 
that mostly promotes a single worldview and 
disparages all others is not journalism. It is 
propaganda.

(Cal Thomas is one of the most popular 
syndicated columnists in the country, appearing in 
hundreds of newspapers and regularly appears on 
Fox News and other media outlets. )

By their very nature, newspapers 
use newsprint. Despite the strong 
advances in digital news — i.e., 
getting your news from a computer 
or smartphone — the majority of 
newspapers still deliver their news 
to your doorstep using newsprint. 
It’s the same for books: we still have 
libraries and bookstores despite the 
growing number of people who use 
electronic tablets.

But newsprint is expensive. The 
greatest number of complaints 
received by newspapers is about 
the cost of getting that newspaper 
to your door and to your computer 
every day.

A single paper supplier based in 
Washington state is asking the gov-
ernment to put up to a 50 percent 
tariff on Canadian newsprint, which 
is used almost exclusively in the 
Midwest and Northeast, including 

this newspaper, The Prairie Press. 
Our cost has increased 22 percent 
since May 1.

Less than 5 percent of Canadian 
newsprint goes to the Pacific North-
west, where NORPAC (North Pacif-
ic Paper Corp.) is based. NORPAC 
asked for the tariff, saying uncoated 
groundwood paper is been priced far 
below its value.

Illinois’ congressional delegation 
sent a letter to the International 
Trade Commission in opposition 
to the proposal. “Tariffs will jeopar-
dize the amount of news and local 
coverage that constituents rely on 
in both big and small communities,” 
the letter said, noting the demand 

for North American newsprint has 
declined 75 percent since 2000.

For you and for us, adding a 
sizable tariff to newsprint means 
the likelihood of even more expen-
sive subscriptions to get local news 
hand-delivered to you every single 
day of the year. A long list of industry 
leaders, including the Illinois Press 
Association, are against the proposal 
for the same reason.

The proposed tariff is short-sight-
ed and parochial. The increase in 
costs would create cumulative losses 
that translates to fewer people to 
help advertisers, answer subscriber 
calls, deliver the paper, create online 
content and to serve our role as 
watchdogs of local government.

We’re a small operation who de-
pend on local advertising dollars to 
survive. A 50 percent increase in our 
cost would be disasterous.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Newpapers in jeopardy

Dems are
hoping 
to retain 
Madison

Graduation is happy time but also serious
YOUR VIEW

The Prairie Press welcomes letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  
a letter, please include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification  
purposes. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the topic  
(preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments.  
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 

HAVE YOUR SAY

BY MAIL/IN PERSON: 
The Prairie Press
Attn: Letters to the Editor
101 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944

BY EMAIL:  
nzeman@prairiepress.net
BY FAX: 217-921-3309
QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216

WHO WE ARE

SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848

Published by
Prairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher and editor

USPS 420-580. Periodicals postage paid  at the Paris,  
Illinois, post office, 61944. The Prairie Press is published once 
a week, on Saturdays, by Prairie Beacon, LLC.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-News

See MILLER, Page 7A

FIRST
LAST
NAME  
OF COLUMN

CAL
THOMAS
GUEST 
COLUMN

See LETTERS, Page 7A

mailto:nzeman@prairiepress.net


prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, AUGUST 4, 2018  |  7AOPINION

All North American Lighting Employees qualify for special Supplier Pricing 
and we are a participating dealer! Please contact us for details!
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2016. The Republicans now 
have a majority on the coun-
ty board. And while Dwight 
Kay lost his seat two years 
ago in a stunning upset, 
word is the House Repub-
licans have polling showing 
him tied 45-45 with fresh-
man Democratic Rep. Katie 
Stuart of Edwardsville.

Congressman Bost won 
his district after longtime 
Democratic Congressman 
Jerry Costello retired and 
the local party bosses 
handed his seat to a National 
Guard general who could 
only hold on for one term. 
The Democrats were unable 
to nominate someone who 
could do well enough in 
the rural southern part of 
the district to build on their 
margins in the urban/subur-
ban Metro East portion. But 
even that was upended in 
2016 when Bost lost Mad-
ison County by only about 
200 votes. Bost lost the 
county in 2014 by almost 
ten percentage points.

Bost’s Democratic op-
ponent this year is St. Clair 
County State’s Attorney 
Brendan Kelly, who seems 
to have a knack for con-
necting with the district’s 
rural areas that the last two 
Democratic candidates did 
not. But the president’s visit 
to celebrate the ultra-hyped 
news that the Granite City 
Steel plant is reopening 
(only partially because of 
the president’s tariffs, but 
you wouldn’t know that by 
reading most news cover-
age) should probably worry 
Democrats their grip in the 
Metro East could be eroded 
even further.

Elsewhere, the 111th 
Illinois House District race 
between appointed Rep. 
Monica Bristow (D-God-
frey) and Wood River 
Township Supervisor Mike 
Babcock should be one 
to watch. This district is 
mostly in Madison County, 
with a smallish 1,000-vote 

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

the standard of living in Ger-
many is much higher than 
ours. Their education, infra-
structure, health care, social 
safety net are well funded, 
not tragically short-changed 
like ours.

There’s the bottom line – 
what we pay for stuff. 

There’s the bottom line – 
what that costs us.

A tiny percentage of 
Americans get filthy rich off 
this globalized economy (the 
top 1 percent own as much 
wealth as the bottom 90 per-
cent.) We get the filthy end of 
the stick. 

It’s past time our blind 
faith in free enterprise, our 
indifference to our neighbors 
and the greed of corporations 
were housebroken. It’s stink-
ing up this place.

We’ll see if President 
Trump’s tariff/trade war is 
a solution or just part of the 
aroma. Eventually we, the 
vast majority of America, 
will have to choose between 
people or profit.

Michael Bennet
Vermilion 

If the media reports 
it, it must be true
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Last week, Ms. Griffith 
told us that President Trump 
was Vladimir Putin’s puppet 
and it must be true, because 
all the revered news organiza-
tions like CNN and MSNBC 
say that she is correct.  But, 
I’ll tell you.  That Putin is 
certainly a wily character.  
First, he got Donald Trump 
elected president by hacking 
the DNC server (although 
the FBI and no other law 
enforcement organization 
has ever been allowed to per-
sonally examine that server), 
thus letting us all know that 
Hillary Clinton was the same 
cheating, awful person that 
we already thought she was.  
Then he bought some fake 
ads on Facebook, and, voilà, 
elected himself a president.

And, with his puppet firmly 
in place he fooled us all by hav-
ing Trump the puppet allow 
the U.S. military to bomb sites 
in Syria, killing hundreds of 
Russian soldiers.  That would 
put us all off the scent.  

He then directed his 
Trump puppet to expel 66 
Russian diplomats after a 
former Russian spy was 
poisoned in Great Britain.  
Another great example of 
misdirection.

Next, he had his Trump 
puppet give 41 percent more 
money to the European 
Deterrence Initiative, a group 
that guards against Russian 
aggression into Eastern Eu-
rope, than President Obama 
had given in his last year in 
office.  And, he had Trump 
twice send large shipments 
of military weapons to the 
Ukraine to help them defend 
themselves against Russia. 
(President Obama had sent 
them military meals.)  

And he directed puppet 
Trump to send Mike Pompeo 
out to vow that the U.S. 
would never accept a Russian 
Crimea. Wow, has Putin 
fooled the world with those 
moves.

Finally, Putin had puppet 
Trump impose sanctions on 
dozens of Russian oligarchs 
and government officials, the 
sly fox. 

“When you actually look 
at the substance of what this 
administration has done, not 
the rhetoric but the sub-
stance, this administration 
has been much tougher on 
Russia than any in the post-
Cold War era,” said Daniel 
Vajdich, senior fellow at the 
Atlantic Council.  

But of course, Mr. Vajdich 
must be mistaken, because 
after all, caught talking when 
he thought his mic was off, 
the president told a Russian 
official to tell “Vladimir” that 
he would have more flexibil-
ity to work with Russia after 
his next election!  

Oh, wait.  It was President 
Obama who said that.

Jane Witmer
Paris, Illinois

LETTERS
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REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

or so sliver in Jersey County. 
Babcock is a very aggressive 
campaigner who has em-
braced President Trump. 
Trump won this district by 
16 points in 2016. However, 
statewide Democrats Tammy 
Duckworth and Susana Men-
doza also won it (by 11 points 
and 1 point, respectively).

Until Bristow’s appoint-
ment late last year the 111th 
had been represented since 
2004 by Rep. Daniel Beiser 
(D-Alton). Beiser was unop-
posed in 2010 and 2014, but 
he soundly won his 2012 race 
by 17 points and then only 
managed to win it in 2016 by 
five points. The writing was on 
the wall, and he left.

The Senate Democrats are 
not as worried as they could’ve 
been about the county’s 56th 
Senate District seat, currently 
held by retiring Sen. Bill Haine 
(D-Alton). The main reason 
for their lack of anxiety is that 
they kicked the Republican 
candidate, Edwardsville Mayor 
Hal Patton, off the primary 
ballot and he is now running 
as a third-party candidate.

Historically, it’s tough for a 
third-party candidate to win, 
even though there is no GOP 
candidate in that race. Patton 
also endured a scandal last 
month when photos surfaced of 
him wearing blackface at a party.

Patton is up against Rach-
elle Aud Crowe, a criminal 

prosecutor in the Madison 
County State’s Attorney’s 
office. President Trump won 
the district by 10 points in 
2016, but so did Sen. Duck-
worth. Comptroller Mendoza 
essentially tied her Republican 
opponent.

The 56th is swingy, going 
back and forth among both 
parties at the top and bottom 
of the ticket. Sen. Haine’s per-
sonal popularity made him a 
lock, so we’ll see what happens 
this time around.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

http://www.pcofa.net
http://www.pcofa.net
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Kids will soon be back in school and 
everyone can benefit!

Stay in shape this fall without committing to a 6 month or 1 year 
membership. Take advantage of our 3 MONTH PASS! Sign up in 

August only. Your membership will last 90 days from the initial sign 
up date.  Membership must be paid in full.

Youth (under 14):  $64.50

Student/College
(ID Required):  $76.00

parisreccenter.com
Back      School

Senior Adult
(65+): $102.00

Senior Couples
(65+):  $140.50

Adult:  $125.50

Family:  $172.00

to

Robert Blumthal O.D.
Paris Family Medical Center

727 E Court St, Paris
(217) 463-1946

Accepting new patients
Medicaid & Medicare accepted

Appointments available 

on Mondays
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Visit our new website! www.bettyjaneskitchen.com

Drive-thru  
Wed-Fri:  6:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sat:  8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Dining Room
Wed-Fri:  8:00-2:00 p.m.

Sat:  8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Bakery ~ Coffee ~ Cafe

Betty Jane’s 
 Kitchen

110 E. Madison, Paris 

217-921-3764

We will be closed August 8th-11th
Resume normal business hours

 August 15th
NEW menu coming this fall!

Join Us For

Drink 
included

$8.99

1218 N. Main Street 
Paris, IL

217.466.1610

Including salad bar, pizza & fried chicken

Lunch Buffet
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday Brunch
8 a.m. - 10 a.m. - Breakfast - $7.99 Includes Drink

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Lunch - $9.99 Includes Drink

Includes
Drink

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Back  to School
Sausage Patties or Sausage Links

Retail Meat • Custom Butchering

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating 
University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

What does it take to make 
a great 4-H fair?   you!   

Thank you everyone!

      Callie BaBer auCtion Co.
Paris, IL 61944  -  217.822.3304 

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

*JoHn H. SaYre eState online onlY auCtion*
Bidding Ends Aug. 6th @ 5pm IL Time • Chrisman, IL

Gold, Coins, Antiques, Quality 
Furniture, Collectibles, John 
Deere S240 Riding Mower, 
Garage, Household & More!

ONLINE BIDDING AT 
WWW.CALLIEBABER.HIBID.COM

CORN FARMERS:
Reduce or Eliminate Attorney Fees

in the Syngenta Corn Seed Settlement

Call 800-538-3775 to find
out how before it’s too late. www.cornfeebees.com

S E L L A F A R M
Your Team On The Ground®

1-800-294-5738  /  www.sellafarm.com

Vermilion Co., IL Land Auction
236.98+/- Acres, 234.41+/- Tillable
Offered in 3 Tracts w/ High Productivity, ALL NHEL & Hardsurface Rds!

Saturday, August 11th, 10AM Central
Auction Location: Sheldon, IL Community Building, Sheldon, IL

Land Location: Sec. 25, Sheldon Twp, Iroquois Co., IL. T26N-R11W

G r a y  Tr u s t  –  S e l l e r
See www.sellafarm.com for aerial photos, complete listing, Plats & more!

S E L L A F A R M
Your Team On The Ground®

1-800-294-5738  /  www.sellafarm.com

Clark Co., IL Land Auction
40+/- Acres, All Wooded

Top-Notch Hunting as Creek Runs Through Property & Ag Fields Near
!~ ONLINE ONLY AUCTION ~!

Land Location: Sec. 34, Orange Township, Clark Co., IL. T9N-R13E

M i e u re  E s t a t e  –  S e l l e r

See www.sellafarm.com for online bidding link, aerial photos, & listing!

PCOFA
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not-for-profit group. 
“We have been given a 

promise of a dollar-for-dol-
lar match, up to $75,000, 
from the generous vision 
of the Hasler Foundation,” 
Chittick said, noting no gift 
is too large or too small. The 
gifts would be tax deductible 
if given by the end of 2018.

“Whether it is a gift of $25 
or $5,000, a donation will 
help build a strong foun-
dation for the future of the 
Paris Center of Fine Arts,” 

Chittick emphasized. 
She said a donor may also 

meet with her or any mem-
ber of the committee to 
structure gift in the preferred 
manner.

The PCOFA is also seek-
ing sponsors for the shows, 
she said. The cost of the 
shows this season ranges 
from $1,000 to $7,000.

The new piano to be used 
by the facility in memory of 
the late Moke Owens, will 
arrive once the climate-con-
trolled storage area is com-
pleted. The piano storage 
will be located near the the-

YOUNG WINS BRETT ELDREDGE TICKETS

Special to The Prairie Press

Congratulations are offered to Steve Young, as he is presented two tickets to the Brett Eldredge 
concert at the Illinois State Fair Aug. 17. The tickets were drawn at the Edgar County Fair from 
entries at the Edgar County Community Foundation Forever Fund booth. Presenting the tickets 
are 2018 Fair Queen Kierstyn Allen, and ECCF board president Brad Tucker. The ECCF thanks the 
Eldredge family for their support.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The casket bearing the remains of Frank Wallace is placed in the Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home hearse Wednesday morning, Aug. 1. The procession to Memorial Gardens Cemetery paid 
honor to Wallace’s interest. He was a retired captain from the Paris Fire Department and a 
fire engine led a group of classic cars because the deceased was a member of the former Twin 
Lakes Cruiser Car Club.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Safety in 
our schools and on our college 
campuses is a right every stu-
dent and family should expect. 

As students from pre-kin-
dergarten to college prepare 
to head back to school, the 
Illinois Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (IEMA) and 
local emergency management 
agencies across the state are 
reminding educators about 
the recent recommendations 
of the Illinois Terrorism Task 
Force School Safety Working 
Group.   The group’s 13 rec-
ommendations are designed 
to help make Illinois schools 
safer. These recommendations 
were presented to Governor 
Bruce Rauner in May 2018, 
and are available online for the 
public to review.  

“There is no single answer 
to achieving school safety,” 
said Mike Chamness, Chair-
man of the Illinois Terrorism 
Taskforce.  “No individual has 
all of the answers, but the ex-
perience and expertise found 
within the members of the 

FORMER FIREFIGHTER HONORED

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Engine 7 from the Paris Fire Department leads a group of classic and vintage cars as the 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral Home hearse bearing the body of Frank Wallace waits to join the 
procession. Wallace was a retired captain from the fire department and a member of the for-
mer Twin Lakes Cruiser Car Club.

ater. 
Members of the advi-

sory committee are Harry 
Hughes, president; Steve 
Benefiel, vice-president; 
Erica Nail, treasurer; Jer-
emy Larson, secretary and 
members Lorraine Bailey, 
Sue Anne Casey, Steve 
Eitel, Angela Griffin, Ned 
Jenison, Warren Sperry, 
Michael Step, Lisa Tucker 
and Danette Young.

Tickets for the upcom-
ing shows may be pur-
chased at Prospect Bank 
and online at www.pcofa.
net.

Staying safe at school
School Safety Working Group 
illustrate the state’s commit-
ment to offer practical recom-
mendations for our schools to 
implement into their policies 
and procedures.”

In addition to the recom-
mendations of the School Safe-
ty Working Group, there are 
additional resources available 
to help increase the level of pre-
paredness of our schools and 
campuses. The Illinois School 
and Campus Safety Resource 
Center provides a variety of 
training programs to help pub-
lic and private K-12 schools 
and higher education institu-
tions plan for, respond to and 
recover from an emergency or 
disaster.  Training opportuni-
ties, which are provided free 
of charge, include traditional 
classroom courses, workshops, 
webinars and online training.  

The Statewide Terrorism & 
Intelligence Center’s (STIC) 
School Safety Information 
Sharing Program is designed to 
identify the information needs 
of school and campus safety 
officials and ensure timely and 
wide dissemination of action-
able intelligence that is tailored 
to the protection of these com-
munities. The goal of the pro-
gram is to aid in school safety 
efforts through sharing infor-
mation from local, state and 
federal agencies with at least 
one person in every school and 
campus in the state of Illinois.

Parents can also play a cru-
cial role in protecting our stu-
dents.  As students head back 
to the classroom this fall, be 
sure to include emergency 
preparedness in the back-to-

school plans.  Here are some 
planning tips for parents to 
consider: 

• Find out where children 
will be taken in the event of 
an evacuation during school 
hours;

• Ensure your current emer-
gency contact information is 
on file at your child’s school; 

• Pre-authorize a friend or 
relative to pick up your children 
in an emergency and make sure 
the school knows who that des-
ignated person is; and, 

• Teach children with cell 
phones about ‘Text First, Talk 
Later.’ Short, simple text mes-
sages, such as “R U OK?” and 
“I’m OK,” are more likely to 
get through than a phone call 
if phone service is disrupted 
following an emergency. As 
phone congestion eases, you 
can follow up with a phone call 
to relay more information.

For parents of college-age 
students, a little research can 
provide peace of mind.  Many 
college campuses offer email 
and text messages to alert stu-
dents of potential dangers, 
such as severe weather and 
other threats. Encourage your 
college student to sign-up for 
such alerts. Some colleges also 
provide alert messages for par-
ents so they also are aware of 
potential dangers on campus. 
In addition, make sure your 
student knows the emergency 
plans for their dorm or apart-
ment building.

Parents and educators alike 
are encouraged to take a mo-
ment to review the informa-
tion available on the ready.
illinois.gov website.

http://www.bettyjaneskitchen.com
mailto:edgarcountylocker@gmail.com
http://www.cornfeebees.com
http://www.sellafarm.com
http://www.sellafarm.com
http://www.sellafarm.com
http://www.sellafarm.com
http://www.pcofa.net
http://www.farmpayout.com
http://www.illinois.gov
http://www.calliebaber.hibid.com
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Urban
Meyer 
defends 
actions
BY RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

Urban Meyer defended 
himself Friday, admitting 
he was not forthright when 
questioned last week about 
2015 allegations of domes-
tic violence against one of 
his assistant coaches, but 
also insisting he handled 
the situation properly at 
the time.

The assistant Meyer 
fired, Zach Smith, also 
spoke up, denying he 
abused his wife, backing 
his former boss and placing 
Ohio State’s athletic direc-
tor into the middle of the 
picture.

Two days after Ohio 
State sidelined Meyer and 
opened an investigation 
into what its superstar 
coach knew and did about 
the accusations abuse of 
made against Smith by his 
ex-wife, two central figures 
in this college football dra-
ma answered some ques-
tions — and left much to 
be explained.

Meyer posted a state-
ment addressed to Buck-
eyes fans on Twitter not 
long after his team, expect-
ed to be one of the best in 
the nation, opened prac-
tice for the upcoming sea-
son without him. 

Meyer was put on 
paid administrative leave 
Wednesday.

While Meyer’s state-
ment was still being di-
gested, Smith went on Co-
lumbus radio station 105.7 
The Zone. In the interview, 
Smith said Ohio State ath-
letic director Gene Smith 
questioned him during the 
2015 football about the 
allegations made by Court-
ney Smith that fall. 

Police reports were 
made about two separate 
incidents, but Zach Smith 
has never been criminally 
charged.

Zach Smith was fired 
last week by Meyer, a few 
days after his wife obtained 
a protective order against 
him.

Smith also did an inter-
view with ESPN. He said 
never assaulted his wife 
and any physical injuries 
she might have suffered 
were the result of him de-
fending himself.

He said Gene Smith was 
alerted by police about the 
2015 allegations. 

Zach Smith said after 
speaking to Gene Smith 
about them and he spoke 
to Meyer. He said Meyer 
told him then he would 
fire Smith if the head coach 
found out Smith hit his 
wife.

“I don’t know what else 
Urban Meyer could have 
done,” Zach Smith told 
ESPN.

The crisis at one of the 
most storied programs 
in college football histo-
ry comes as the school is 
reeling from a sexual abuse 
scandal involving a now-
dead sports doctor, Rich-
ard Strauss.

The Buckeyes open 
the season at home Sept. 
1 against Oregon State. 
Co-offensive coordinator 
Ryan Day is acting head 
coach and there is no time-
table for the Meyer inquiry 
to conclude.

Urlacher met lofty standards
The bar was set high by Butkus, Singletary when linebacker joined the Chicago Bears
BY JOSH DUBOW
AP Pro Football Writer

The bar was set high for Bri-
an Urlacher when he joined 
the Chicago Bears as a first-
round middle linebacker back 
in 2000.

Few teams are as closely 
identified with one position 
as the Bears are at middle 
linebacker with players like 
Bill George, Dick Butkus and 
Mike Singletary personifying 
the Monsters of the Midway 
on the way to Hall of Fame 
careers.

Urlacher lived up to that 
lofty standard and will join 
that talented trio in Canton 
when he is inducted into the 
hall on Saturday.

“It wasn’t even on my mind 
when I played,” Urlacher said 
after getting voted into the 
hall on his first try in Febru-
ary. “I didn’t think this would 
ever be a possibility. So many 
things have to go right. You 

have to stay healthy, you have 
to play well, you’ve got to win 
some games, do some things. 
This is the summit of playing 
football right here.”

Urlacher did not make him-
self available for interviews 
leading up to inductions.

Urlacher was a different 
type of middle linebacker 

than his predecessors in Chi-
cago, the perfect piece in the 
NFL of the 2000s with the 
speed and coverage skills that 
allowed him to play safety 
in college. That helped him 
match up against running 
backs and tight ends and 
roam sideline to sideline.

He also had the ability 

to drop deep into coverage, 
making him the perfect mid-
dle linebacker on coach Lovie 
Smith’s Tampa 2 defense that 
Urlacher helped make so 
stout in Chicago on the way 
to a Super Bowl appearance 
following the 2006 season.

“I’ve had an opportunity to 
be around so many great line-
backers, but some of them are 
just made for the position,” 
Smith said. “Derrick Brooks 
is made to be a Will lineback-
er, an outside guy in our sys-
tem. Brian Urlacher, you can’t 
draw it up any better. Every-
body knew that he looked the 
part and he played the part.”

Smith knew about Urlach-
er’s physical talents when he 
arrived as the new coach in 
Chicago in 2004 after Urlach-
er had made the Pro Bowl in 
each of his first four seasons, 
and was a two-time All-Pro. 
An early team meeting taught 
him about Urlacher’s mental-

ity when he told the defense 
he expected the unit to lead 
the league in turnovers. Ur-
lacher stayed after and set 
the tone for those dominant 
Bears defenses.

“He said: ‘Coach, let me 
get this right. In order for us 
to lead the league we have to 
wait for the offense to turn the 
ball over?’” Smith recalled. 
“That was the first time I’d 
looked at it that way. Brian 
called it a takeaway on the 
defensive side of the ball. The 
offense turns the ball over. 
Defensively, your job is to 
take the ball away every time. 
No one bought into us taking 
the ball away as much as Brian 
did.”

No defense took the ball 
away more than the Bears in 
the nine seasons Smith and 
Urlacher were together, with 
292 takeaways. No linebacker 
other than fellow 2018 Hall 

Special to The Prairie Press

Retired Chicago Bears linebacker Brian Urlacher (54) will be 
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame today. He will join 
former Bears linebackers Bill George, Dick Butkus and Mike 
Singletary each who personify the Monsters of the Midway.

See URLACHER, Page 10A

A new 
coach for 
Jr. Titans 
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@ yahoo.com

The Tri-County Titans 
junior high softball pro-
gram has gone through a 
learning curve the past two 
seasons.  

A relatively new venture 
of the junior high sports 
program has seen two dif-
ferent coaches and only one 
win. Another new coach is 
coming on board for 2018.

Joe Bud, a softball coach 
for Shiloh Little League 
summer program, is tak-
ing over the reigns. He has 
coached in all three lev-
els of play in the summer 
ranks since Shiloh plays in 
the Central Illinois Little 
League.  

As this is published, the 
Titans have gone through 
the first full week of offi-
cial practices with 22 play-
ers. The Titans have plenty 
of talent returning from 
key roles last year, includ-
ing pitchers Kelsey Luth, 
Mollie Pollock, and Briana 
Reese giving TCT a solid 
rotation.  

All three players are also 
versatile in the infield giving 
Budd several options.  The 
Titans also have possibly 
three catchers to rotate with 
Zoey Burton and Kaitlyn 
Brandenburg returning to 
play and newcomer Kier-
sten Budd. Another option 
for Budd is being fourth in 
the pitcher rotation.  

Also coming back are 
last year starters Josie Arm-
strong and Thaylee Bar-
ry.  Armstrong was a staple 
at the shortstop position, 
and Barry’s strong arm and 
speed can be utilized on the 
base pads.  

Kaylin Williams returns 
to the softball field after a 
two-year hiatus bringing 
the Titans more athleticism 
and depth to a growing 
team.

The Titans play 12 games 
during the regular season 
with eight of those games 
on the road. 

Regular season play for 
the Titans begins Tuesday, 
Aug. 7, at the Kansas TLC 
Building against the Paris 
Mayo Redbirds.  First pitch 
is set for 4:30 p.m.

Baez  knocks  23rd homer
BY MATT CARLSON
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — He’s already 
an All-Star, but Javier Baez keeps 
finding ways to shine even brighter.

Baez tied his career high with his 
23rd homer and took over the Na-
tional League lead with 84 RBIs, 
helping the Chicago Cubs defeat the 
San Diego Padres 5-4 on Friday. The 
infielder also tripled and threw out a 
runner at home in the eighth inning 
as the Cubs survived a late bullpen 
meltdown.

“Javy’s game today was complete,” 
manager Joe Maddon said. “Too 
many times in our industry we get 
hung up just on offensive numbers, 
but we won that game today on de-
fense.”

Baez, who’s batting .299, is at the 
top of National League MVP candi-
dates, at least as far as his teammates 
are concerned.

“His numbers are very good and 
very consistent offensively,” said An-
thony Rizzo, who homered and had 
three hits. “Defensively, (running) 
the bases, he does it all.

“If he continues to do what he 
does ... and with a first-place team 
with a lot of expectations. He’s just 
carrying the load.”

Baez credits “baseball instinct” for 
his breakout season.

“It’s just reacting to what you see, 
to be honest,” Baez said. “I don’t 
plan it, but as soon as I see it, I just 
react to it.”

Ben Zobrist drove in two runs for 
the NL Central-leading Cubs, who 
entered one game ahead of Milwau-
kee. Jose Quintana (10-7) allowed 
one run and four hits in six innings, 
leaving with a 3-1 lead.

Pedro Strop nearly wasted a 5-2 
advantage, allowing Cory Span-
genberg’s RBI double and Travis 
Jankowski’s run-scoring grounder 
before third baseman David Bote 
threw out Spangenberg at the plate 
trying to score on Manuel Margot’s 
grounder. Baez had thrown out Jan-
kowski at the plate in the eighth 
when Jankowski tried to score on 
Hunter Renfroe’s grounder to sec-
ond.

Strop struck out pinch-hitter Aus-
tin Hedges with a man on for his 
sixth save in nine chances.

“I thought it was a really good bat-
tle from our guys,” Padres manager 
Andy Green said. “We had a lot of 
really good swings, some good at-
bats. They made some big plays on 
us late in the game.

“Baez had a big one. Bote made 

a big one (from) third base there at 
the end.”

Tyson Ross (6-9) gave up three 
runs and six hits in five innings as 
the Padres lost for the eighth time 
in their last nine games. San Diego is 
an NL-worst 43-69.

Baez led off the second with an 
opposite-field drive into the right-
field bleachers, and Zobrist hit a sac-
rifice fly in the third.

Christian Villanueva’s 20th homer 
cut the gap in the fourth, but Zobrist 
grounded into a run-scoring force-
out in the fifth and Rizzo homered 
off Robert Stock for a 4-1 lead in the 
seventh.

Spangenberg scored when reliever 
Steve Cishek threw Margot’s come-
backer into center field for an error 
in an eighth, an inning that ended 
when Brandon Kintzler — mak-
ing his second appearance since his 
trade from Washington — got Vil-
lanueva to line out with the bases 
loaded.

Ian Happ hit a sacrifice fly in the 
bottom half after Baez’s triple.

TRAINER’S ROOM
LF Wil Myers was held out with a 

bruised left foot, sustained when he 
fouled off a pitch in sixth inning on 
Thursday. X-rays were negative and 
Myers was scheduled for an MRI 
and CT scan on Friday. Myers has 
missed 57 games this season with in-
juries. “I think he’s got a bone bruise 
on his foot, no fractures,” Green 
said.

Cubs: Chicago placed LHP Brian 
Duensing on the 10-day DL with left 
shoulder inflammation and recalled 
lefty Randy Rosario from Triple-A 
Iowa for the fourth time this season. 
Rosario entered in the eighth and 
walked Eric Hosmer, his only batter.

Manager Joe Maddon said INF 
Kris Bryant (left shoulder inflam-
mation) is feeling stronger. 

Bryant has been out since July 23 
with a recurrence of the injury that 
affects his swing follow-through. 
... RHP Yu Darvish (right triceps 
tendinitis, elbow impingement) is 
scheduled to toss a bullpen session 
on Saturday.

UP NEXT
Padres LHP Joey Lucchesi (5-6, 

3.74) faces Cubs RHP Kyle Hen-
dricks (7-9, 3.97) on Saturday.

Already an All-Star, Cubs 
young star keeps finding 
ways to shine brighter

Special to The Prairie Press

Cubs second baseman Javier Baez celebrates his career high 23rd homer of the 
season Friday at Wrigley Field. The Cubs defeated the San Diego Padres 5-4.

Special to The Prairie Press

Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo 
watches as his solo homer leaves the 
ballpark in Friday’s 5-4 Chicago victory 
over San Diego. The Cubs entered the 
game one game ahead of the second 
place Milwaukee Brewers in the race for 
the National League Central title.

mailto:nzeman@prairiepress.net
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2018 Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates
Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00

Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)
Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00
*** Punch Card will have a total of 30 punches.  For each 18 hole round, your card will be punched 3 times; 
for each 9 hole round, your card will be punched 2 times.  Good Weekdays and Weekends.  NOT VALID 
FOR TOURNAMENTS OR OUTINGS. THESE CARDS ARE TO BE USED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL ONLY!!!

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Hours 
Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday
7 a.m.-8 p.m.
*We will accommodate if 
they would like to schedule 
a tee time

Footlong $2.00
Reuben, Chips & Drink  
$6.00 (no substitutes)

OPEN DAILY
11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St. • Paris, IL  

Flavor of the week:
Rum

Cool off with our
Specials

Specials start Sunday!

Specials

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Special of 

the Month
GUNK Original Engine 
Degreaser or Foamy 

Engine Cleaner

(original) #EB1CA
(foamy) #FEB1CA

$ 3
99

FREE! After 
Rebate!

(Max Value $3.99)
Redeemable by mail or online at RSCrebates.com

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Saturday, August 11th    
5 - 7 p.m.

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Cell Ph: (217) 822-8077

Ford

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

217-466-6921
866-384-0503 www.ridesmtd.com

Connecting YOU to...
Shopping • work • class • medical appts •

local and regional public transportation access

Connecting YOU to...

Auctioneer
Auctioneer

JAMES C. KNOWLES

KEITH SMITH,

Auctioneer
1305 N. Michigan Ave., Marshall, IL
PH: 217-826-2527 OR 217-822-2702

IL License No. 440000218

Fri. August 10th   10AM
LOCATION: 16013 N 1800th Street, Chrisman, IL
DIRECTIONS: From Paris, IL go North on Route 1 
approx. 5 miles, Turn East on 1700 N (Malfunction 
Junction) go approx. 3 miles, turn South on 1800 E 

and go approx. 3/4 mile to sale site.  
WATCH FOR SIGNS !!

Seller: Cecelia & Earl Grubb

Visit us online at: knowlesauctions.com
OR  auctionzip.com/ID#3674
OR visit our facebook page

PUBLIC AUCTION

DEAN WRIGHT,

Misc. household items & furniture;
tools & garage items; wooden wheel

 wagon; small farm implements & much more!

Auctioneer
Auctioneer

JAMES C. KNOWLES

KEITH SMITH,

Auctioneer
1305 N. Michigan Ave., Marshall, IL
PH: 217-826-2527 OR 217-822-2702

IL License No. 440000218

Sat. August 11th 10AM
Sale Location: Knowles Auction Building

Corner of IL Rt 1 & US 40  •  Marshall, IL
(seller listing posted day of sale)

Visit us online: knowlesauctions.com
OR auctionzip.com/ID#3674
OR visit our facebook page

PUBLIC AUCTION

Preview:  Friday
August 10th from 1pm to 7pm

DEAN WRIGHT,

Misc, household items, jewelry,
Longaberger Baskets, furniture, tools, 

single axle lawn mower trailer & much more!

Fame inductee Ray Lewis 
took the ball away more than 
Urlacher during his 13-year 
career: 22 interceptions and 
16 fumble recoveries.

Urlacher also had 41½ 
sacks and finished his career 
as the Bears’ all-time leading 
tackler. He won awards as the 
top defensive rookie in 2000, 
Defensive Player of the Year 
in 2005, earned five All-Pro 
selections, eight Pro Bowl 
bids and helped the Bears 
win four division titles.

“Brian was the best,” said 
Packers quarterback and 
longtime NFC North rival 
Aaron Rodgers. “He was 
probably one of the smart-
est players I ever played 
against. Just a great feel for 
the scheme, the game, read-
ing his keys. Just incredibly 
instinctual player. Great 
hands. Average elusiveness, I 
can say that, because I tackled 
him one time. But one of the 
best to ever do it at that po-
sition in an era where some 
of the louder guys maybe got 
the attention — expecting 
the middle linebacker to be 
a loud yeller or rah-rah guy. 
Brian went about it in a very 
classy way. Played the game 
the right way and was an in-

credible player.”
Urlacher was not always 

destined for greatness. He 
was lightly recruited out of 
high school and ended up at 
New Mexico after Texas Tech 
didn’t offer him a scholarship.

But he thrived with the Lo-
bos and made himself a first-
round pick.

“I’ve had some great fresh-
men, but from the minute he 
arrived, every coach stood 
up and took notice,” former 
New Mexico coach Dennis 
Franchione said. “I remember 
sometime in the first 10 days 
of two-a-days, six of the nine 
assistant coaches came in — 
although independently, I 
didn’t think they talked about 
it — they said, ‘Coach, when 
are you going to play Urlach-
er.’ And I said, ‘I’m not sure 
yet.’ They said, ‘I’ll take him at 
my position.’ I think that was 
everybody except the quar-
terback coach, the line coach 
and the receivers coach. That’s 
how versatile he was. ...

“He was a heat-seeking 
missile from the time he ar-
rived on campus.”

“He was a heat-seeking 
missile from the time he ar-
rived on campus. Not only 
that, he was a really coach-
able, bright young man. Made 
other people better. You can 
just go on and on about him.”

URLACHER
FROM PAGE 9A

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

Colts Vinatieri is 
in his 23rd season

WESTFIELD, Ind. (AP) 
— Adam Vinatieri vividly re-
members his last game against 
Morten Andersen.

Andersen had already 
logged more than 20 seasons 
in the NFL, was well into his 
40s, nearing the end of his 
career and still kicking as well 
as anyone in the league. Back 
then, Vinatieri marveled at 
how the seemingly ageless 
Andersen managed to excel 
for so long.

Now, more than a decade 
later, Vinatieri finds himself 
grinding through his 23rd 
NFL training camp, hoping 
to join the NFL’s career scor-
ing leader in the Hall of Fame. 
Andersen was inducted last 
year.

“I would have liked to have 
seen a handful more kickers 
and punters make it in there, 
but finally getting a second 
kicker in and Ray Guy get-
ting in, it’s good that we have 
some representation in there 

because those guys did 
a lot for the league,” the 
Indianapolis Colts kick-
er said.

Andersen’s induction 
last year provided hope 
to specialists such as 
Vinatieri that they, too, 
could be headed to Can-
ton, Ohio, one day.

Until Andersen’s se-
lection, Vinatieri wasn’t 
sure. The only one other 
“pure” kicker to earn pro 
football’s highest distinc-
tion was Jan Stenerud in 
1991. Guy was elected in 
2014, ending the shut-
out for punters.

Some believe Vinat-
ieri could be next.

His sterling resume 
glistens with Hall of Fame 
credentials: four Super 
Bowl rings, the league 
record for 100-point sea-
sons (20) and second 
all-time in career scoring 
(2,487 points). 

http://www.eagleridgeparis.com
mailto:kwgmsales732@gmail.com
http://www.eaglesongm.com
http://www.ridesmtd.com
http://www.knowlesauctions.com
http://www.parismartialarts.com
http://www.knowlesauctions.com
http://www.auctionzip.com
http://www.auctionzip.com
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Golf                   $5.00 per round
Laser Tag         $5.00 per round
              $13.00 3 round purchase
Laser Tag Membership Cards      $3.00
Arcade Games  Varies depending on game
Drinks                $1.00-$1.50
Candy Bars       $1.00
Misc. Candy      $.50
Chips                 $0.75
Arcade Party Room                 $75.00 per 2 hours 
Standard Observation Room    $100.00 per 2 hours
Deluxe Observation Room     $125.00 per 2 hours 

Hours:
Saturday: 1-10
Sunday: 1-6
LAST DAY OF
OPERATION AUG. 26

15624 U S HWY 150  •  Paris, IL
(217) 463-7337

Arcade Party Room Packages
Room size 24 x 11.5 = 276 st ft

Package 1    $125
Package 2    $175
Package 3    $225

B o o k  y o u r  P a r t y  t o d a y !

Deluxe Observation Party 
Room Packages

Room size 23 x 22 = 506 st ft
Package 1    $175
Package 2    $225
Package 3    $275

Package 1    $150
Package 2    $200
Package 3    $250

Standard Observation Party Room Packages
Room size 23 x 20 = 460 st ft

This Weekends
Special! 

buy $10 in tokens 
and get $5 FREE!

Have a GREAT
School Year!

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

Bob Hollingsworth has been here since 1993. He 
started then on a commercial truck and today he 

runs our semi to and from the landfill.

Employee 
Spotlight

Tom Dolan for Edgar County Sheriff
Everyone knows you have to maintain your fleet of vehicles. The 
Edgar County Sheriff Department has NO vehicle maintenance re-
cords, but has already spent $19,700 in 2018. 

They are already well over their $15,000 annual vehicle mainte-
nance budget, in just the first seven months! Here’s their proce-
dure as explained to me: “We don’t keep vehicle maintenance re-
cords. The deputies just tell us when there’s a problem, and they 
bring it in, and we just have it fixed.”
 So far this year alone, the Edgar County Sheriff Department has spent $7,164 on a 2010 

Black Ford Expedition and $6,452 on a 2010 White Ford Expedition, to keep them on the road.
 But they’ve also spent another $3,477 on a 2011 Impala, and $1,664 on a 2009 Ford Expe-
dition, that are still questionable. More money will undoubtedly have to be spent. Is this 
the best way to spend your hard earned tax dollars?
 No Deputy should have to work without air conditioning, emergency lights, or working 
radios, or a secure cage, all of which have happened in these older vehicles. They need 
a regularly scheduled vehicle maintenance program, and a regularly scheduled vehicle 
exchange program.
 In the meantime, dump the junk and get something serviceable for the short term. I easily 
found a newer, well-maintained, fully equipped, auctioned Illinois State Police Vehicle for 
just $5,000. You decide which makes more sense.
 We need to bring back accountability and common sense to the Sheriff’s Office.
 Sincerely,
 Tom Dolan
2018 Candidate for Edgar County Sheriff
  

Paid for by Tom Dolan for Edgar County Sheriff

Tom Dolan for Edgar County Sheriff

POWERS BROS.Construction

FREE ESTIMATES    CALL TODAY!    

Concrete • Demolition    
• Excavation • Land Clearing

Backhoe • Dump Trucks • Excavator
Bulldozer • Skidsteer

217-419-5393

House for sale

207 S. Howard, Brocton 
Five-room house, one bath, with attached 
two-car garage and carport. The property 

includes 2 1/2 lots with a shaded, large 
backyard and two storage sheds. 

217-264-4193

House for sale

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Paris resident Charles An-
thony “Tony” Holt has filed 
a civil suit in federal court 
against the city of Paris and 
police officers Jesse Lewsader, 
Rich Wilson and Ryan Wash-
burn.

Holt’s attorney Jude Red-
wood claims the three officers 
violated her client’s rights as 
guaranteed by the U.S. Con-
stitution. 

According to documents 
Redwood filed with the U.S. 
District Court at Urbana, 
Holt and his paramour had 
a verbal altercation June 22, 
2017. She drove to the po-
lice department and reported 
the argument that included 
Holt ordering her to leave the 
house. She additionally told 
police Holt, whose license 
is revoked, followed her in a 
pickup truck continuing the 
argument.

The defense document con-
firms Holt’s license is revoked 
and admits he drove to the 
Paris Police Station, where 
he communicated with the 
woman and drove back to his 
home.

When the three officers lat-
er went to Holt’s residence he 
refused them entry without a 
warrant. The allegation asserts 
an officer broke through the 
door causing physical damage 
and in the confrontation that 
followed excessive force, in-
cluding multiple discharges of 
a Taser, was used to place Holt 
under arrest.

Redwood included the City 
of Paris as a co-defendant 

PULLIN FOR ALS PLANS QUILT RAFFLE

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Bee Quilters Guild had a quilt top donated to the guild which members finished and 
donated to the ALS Paris Chapter. Leslie Mills of the local ALS group said the plan is to raffle the 
quilt as a fundraiser. Tickets are available at Soleil or during the Aug. 18 Pullin for ALS tractor 
pull. Left to right are quilt guild members Peggy Cline, Julia Comingore, Alicia Hollis and Chris 
Pantle. Mills is the last person on the right.

Photo by Cathy Drake Photography

Kierstyn Allen is the new 2018 Miss Edgar County Fair. She 
won the July 22 competition against a field of five other 
young ladies to open the Edgar County Fair.

Hefner report needed

claiming the city has failed to 
create policies that prevent 
officers from acting in a reck-
less manner and violating civil 
rights.

The suit is asking for com-

pensatory damages, costs of 
the suit, attorney fees and pu-
nitive damages such as a jury 
believes sufficient to punish 
the officers and deter future 
police misconduct.

Resident sues city, police department

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Neither the defendant nor 
an updated report on his 
mental health counseling 
were available for the Mon-
day, July 30, criminal and 
traffic call in Edgar County 
Circuit Court.

Judge David W. Lewis not-
ed the July 30 session was 
the 90-day review set by the 
court at the May 14 hearing 
when Hefner was found un-
fit to stand trial and custody 
of the defendant was trans-
ferred to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Human Services for 
additional evaluation and 
treatment.

“I believe he is in treat-
ment,” said Lewis. “The 
court has not received a 
progress report since June 
12.”

Public defender William 
McGrath agreed the June 12 

report was the last update 
provided by IDHS. He not-
ed that document suggested 
a five-month in-patient treat-
ment plan was needed. 

The defense asked for an-
other 90-day review period. 
Lewis set the next hearing 
for Oct 22.

“In the meantime if we get 
a report and need another 
date, we can do that,” said 
Lewis.

Hefner was arrested Feb. 
17 after he entered the Ed-
gar County Jail, dressed in 
two-types of body armor, 
carrying a pistol in a hol-
ster on one of the vests and 
wearing a partially obscured 
badge. He identified him-
self as a federal agent and 
requested assistance from 
the deputies on duty in 
making several local arrests. 
Some of the people Hefner 
planned to arrest included 

elected city and county of-
ficials.

Deputies Matt Smith and 
Dee Burgin invited Hefner 
inside the jail to discuss the 
arrests. Once inside the se-
cure portion of the building 
and unable to flee, Hefner 
was arrested.

Hefner’s pistol turned 
out to be a BB gun, but a 
search of his car revealed 
an AR-15 equipped with 
a bump stock, a quick re-
lease lever for the magazine, 
a fully loaded 100-round 
drum magazine and other 
high-capacity magazines. 
A second badge was also 
found in the car.

Both badges are the type 
available for purchase on 
line for use by private securi-
ty guards. Neither badge was 
an authentic federal issue.

While being held in the 
Edgar County Jail, Hefner 

filed multiple motions with 
the court seeking his release 
and the return of his prop-
erty. He continued insisting 
he was an authorized feder-
al agent and his arrest was 
interfering with a federal in-
vestigation.

Hefner argued in one mo-
tion he is not responsible for 
other people’s lack of under-
standing of how the federal 
government operates. 

He provided a website 
claiming it is the source of 
his work assignments from 
the Department of Defense 
and served as proof regard-
ing the truth of his state-
ments. 

The website is not a de-
fense department creation 
but rather a clearinghouse 
where all federal agencies 
post information for con-
tractors seeking to bid on 
government jobs.

http://www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
mailto:ghenry@prairiepress.net
mailto:ghenry@prairiepress.net
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Hume F3 Festival a success
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – Great weather 
and a good crowd made for a 
pleasant day July 28 in Graf-

ton Park for the F3 Festival.
Food, games, other activ-

ities and conviviality make 
the festival feel more like a big 
family reunion.

ALL PHOTOS BY GARY HENRY/THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Northern Edgar County Ambulance Service (NECAS), 
followed by the Horizon Health Ambulance, take part in the F3 
Festival Parade. NECAS helped sponsor the 2018 festival.

Bryce Pope competes in the pedal pull at the Hume F3 Festival.

Brianna Bange sings a patriotic song as part of the opening 
ceremony for the F3 Festival at Hume. 

The Flintstones entry for the F3 Festival Parade is made up of members of the festival planning committee.

The F3 Festival Cornhole Tournament is a big deal attracting players across a wide age range and skill level.

A low rim and extra bounce from the inflatable surface made 
dunking a basket possible on one of the attractions at the F3 
Festival.

An engine from the Hume Fire Protection District participates in 
the F3 Festival Parade.

Members of the Hume American Legion Post participate in the opening ceremony in Grafton Park for the F3 Festival.

Kaylin Williams found herself rotated in every possible direction 
on the Space Ball attraction at the Hume F3 Festival.

It was a free-for-all in the laser tag arena at the Hume F3 Festival.

Everybody comes to Hume to have fun at the F3 Festival.
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The Rocks, a 90-acre 
chunk of woods, owned by 
my granduncle, a former 
violent 
man, who 
once tried 
to stab a 
divorce 
lawyer 
during a 
rather heat-
ed discus-
sion over 
the issue at 
hand, pays 
tribute to 
the Ice Age by way of deep 
ravines.

 Although, Uncle Ray 
exceeded 60, and was small, 
no one trifled with him, 
including me. But, at the 
age of 10, he need not have 
worried – I was terrified.

Despite his grouchiness, he 
allowed my friend, Andy and 
me, to camp.

Uncle Ray had sheep, 
and dogs. In his youth, his 
father packed him off to 
become a veterinarian. Nat-
urally, he blew it gambling, 
which he was not good at, 
but managed to get into 
fights when he lost.

When he went home, his 
father also was not happy. 
At six-foot-six, and weigh-
ing nearly 300 pounds, his 
unhappiness did not bode 
well for Uncle Ray. But, he 
survived, and eventually, 
became a mechanic.

The Rocks was an early 
1900s version of a theme 
park; concrete foundations 
near the Embarras River 
testified to it. Abandoned, 
it was contested in court; 
the result being Uncle Ray 
won the jackpot.

He leased out the strip of 
land running along the riv-
er, under the rocky hills, on 
which people built cabins. 
No lease required for my 
grandfather, Roy. Despite 
being Ray’s twin, and also 
violent in his youth, my 
grandfather transitioned 
gracefully into the land of 
sociability.

Uncle Ray made it 
clear to Andy and me 
that we were not to burn 
the woods down. He also 
warned us not to try to 
ride the sheep; an idea we 
had never contemplated. 
So, we did it.

Our favorite camping site 
was in a small cave under 
a hump of a rocky bluff, 
located next to the river. 
We climbed the face of the 
bluff; a century-plus series of 
foot-inspired indentations 
served as our ladder up.

 Over the decades, climb-
ers – including lovers (some, 

It doesn’t seem possible, but Edgar 
County students will be returning to 
classrooms in less than two weeks.

There are few 
things your kid can’t 
leave the house with-
out and one of them 
is lunch. But shoving 
a ham-and-cheese 
sandwich and what-
ever bag of chips you 
grab into a lunch 
box isn’t exactly ide-
al — for either of 
you. To think out-
side the box  when it 
comes to lunchtime, I’ve found these 
five game-changing tricks will make it 
easy for you to get through the morn-
ing rush faster — and still provide a 
healthy and tasty lunch.

Confession time. I can count on 
one hand the number of times I ate 
lunch at school growing up. We at-
tended Tanner School — until it was 
closed — and we lived only a couple 
of blocks away. My sister and broth-
ers and I walked or rode our bicycles 
to and from school — and home 
for lunch. I’ve always considered us 
to be lucky. Mom did not work out-
side the home and there was always 
something to warm us up in the win-
ter or something she made just for us 
for lunch.

These tips I’ve found to share are 
not recipes but things to help Mom 
and Dad and the kids pack lunch 
without a lot of stress — and that’s a 
winner in my book.

Here’s an easy backup to your ice 
packs, especially if you’re packing 
a lot of lunchboxes or filling a big 
cooler. The idea is simple: Wet indi-
vidual sponges, squeeze out excess 
water, drop them in a sealed baggie 
and freeze. These packs are less bulky 
than traditional ones, making them 
perfect for even the littlest of lunch 
boxes. Another keep-cool trick: 
Freeze bottles of water and pack 
them alongside all your other good-
ies. The water will thaw by lunchtime 
and will keep your fresh food cool all 
morning.

Did you know there are reusable 

Denny was a reliable floor 
mopper at a McDonald’s 
restaurant.  The job doesn’t 

require a col-
lege degree, 
but a good 
mopper 
learns with 
experience 
that certain 
procedures 
produce 
top-notch 
results.  Dirty 
floors bring 
complaints 

and business volume decline, 
so there’s no substitute for a 
clean, shiny interior.  A good 
mopper is a valuable asset.

Denny was excellent, but 
even the best of employees 
screw up once in a while.  What 
can be more complicated than 
filling a bucket of water from 
a tap?  The answer is nothing, 
really, unless one loses mental 
concentration.  In his case, 
while the water was flowing 
a customer approached and 
asked how to fill a cup with 
ice at the soda-pop machine.  
Denny walked a few steps to 
render assistance.  The moment 
he finished, an elderly lady 
needed assistance carrying a 
bulky tray, so the courteous lad 
gladly helped.  Then the boss 
asked him where the kitchen 
flashlight had vanished.  It was 
needed immediately.

 “No idea,” Denny said, “but 
I’ll help look for it. “  That took 
some time to locate.

Guess what?  Someone 
reported a massive amount 
of water covering the entire 
floor like a Mississippi flood.  
The poor lad spent four hours 
cleaning up the mess.

A cute little gal named Tiffy 
at another fast-food restaurant 
shared a mopping experience.  
It was during her first week on 
the job.  She wore a very clean 
and attractive uniform – black 
slacks and a colorful maroon 
shirt with a golden logo on the 
front.  There was a shoul-
der-to-shoulder crowd.  Every 
employee was busy.

Rainy weather brought in 
customers creating sloshy 
muddy tracks.  That couldn’t 
be helped, but a couple of 
careless farmers entered with 
globs of sheep manure on their 
boots.  Wherever they walked, 
the rancid mud-manure 
mixture clung to the floor, 
permeating the atmosphere.  
Fortunately, they bought 
takeway food and quickly 
departed, but the offending 
odor remained.

 “Tiffy,” the manager said 
hurriedly, “Grab a mop, bucket, 
and dust pan.  Get rid of that 
stinking mess.”

To her everlasting cred-
it, she performed her duty 
quickly and expediently, but 
not flawlessly.  In her haste, the 
unfortunate girl slipped and fell 
while cleaning the floor.  Her 
beautiful uniform was smudged 
and stunk like a stockyard.  She 
was sent home to shower and 
change clothes.

At yet another fast-food 
restaurant during evening 
rush hour, Neal, the shift 
manager, was notified the 
grease pipe was plugged.  
This happened occasionally.  
Worn-out French fry grease 
was emptied several times 
each day into the pipe, which 
transported the thick sludge 
to an outdoor holding tank 
where trucks hauled it away.  
The sludge had accumulated in 
the pipe and created sediment 
blockage.  Neal had unclogged 
the pipe numerous times.  It 
involved opening a cap on 
the pipe, attaching a carbon 
dioxide pressure bomb, and 
the controlled explosion shot 
the contents through the 
tube with tremendous force.  
Worked perfectly every time.  
Until this occasion, that is.

Problem was the clog was 
extra thick.  The carbon dioxide 
couldn’t move it.  All the 
sudden massive pressure had 
to go somewhere, which meant 
through pipes that offered least 
resistance.  Guess where it exit-
ed?  A neatly-dressed lady was 
perched on the commode in 
the ladies’ rest room.  And that’s 
where the volcano erupted!

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

Fast food 
goofs

Hacking and packing

Pictures have become 
ubiquitous on social media, 
and people now rate nature 
backgrounds as being Instra-
gramable. 

Tweaking the old saying a 
picture is worth a thousand 
words we might say in science 
a picture can answer a thou-
sand questions. To appreciate 
photography you must first 
understand the process.

 The camera is modeled on 
human vision. Light reflects 
off an object, enters the eye 
where a lens focuses light as a 
small upside down image con-
centrated onto special nerves 
which fire off signals to the 
brain where it is decoded and 
creates a picture in our mind.

 Photography has roots 
back 2,000 years when the 
Chinese worked with a closed 
box having a pinhole on one 
side. Light entered the pin-
hole and formed an image on 
the opposite wall. It isolates 
the object of interest, which 
can be observed or traced. 

This is exactly what some 
people did last summer if they 
used a pinhole to view the 
solar eclipse.  

Ancient Greeks had similar 
devices called a camera obscu-
ra. It was a common way to 
isolate an image for study. By 
the mid 1600s glass lenses 

were in use to create better 
images.

 Chemical photography 
is only 
200 years 
old. In 
1727, the 
German 
Johann 
Heinrich 
Schulze ex-
perimented 
with silver 
salts show-
ing they are 

sensitive to light. Silver Iodide 
turns black when exposed to 
light. 

A century later, in 1827, 
the French scientist Joseph 
Niepce made the first photo-
graphic image. He used a met-
al plate coated with bitumen 
and exposed it to light. His 
crude image took eight hours 
to expose. Fellow Frenchmen 
Louis Daguerre got exposure 
time down to 30 minutes 
using iodine on silver plated 
copper. When Englishman 
Henry Talbot infused paper 
with a silver salt solution he 
got one-minute exposures.

 Here are a couple of side 
notes for trivia buffs, Robert 
Cornelius set up a camera and 
took the world’s first self-por-
trait or selfie in 1839. The first 
president to have his picture 

taken while in office was 
James Polk in 1849.

 Photography became 
accessible to the masses in 
1889 when George Eastman 
invented flexible roll film. He 
mass-produced a box camera 
bearing his name. 

It was the Kodak Company 
that standardized 35 mm 
film in 1913 using cellulose 
coated film. In the 1940s, 
Kodak found chemical mixes 
sensitive to different wave-
lengths of light leading to 
color photography and classic 
Kodachrome film.

 Since the 1960s, film has 
been made with plastic based 
rolls instead of cellulous. It is 
safer, more durable and stores 
better. Archivists are scram-
bling now to save Hollywood’s 
crumbling old cellulous film 
still in canisters.

 Edwin Land marketed the 
Polaroid Land Camera with 
instant developing film in 
1947 and soon followed with 
a color version in 1963.

 The single lens reflex 
(SLR) camera uses a single 
lens, a mirror, and a prism to 
split the same image onto the 
viewfinder and film. With 
solid mechanics to control 
shutter speed and aperture 
size it became the tool of 
choice for professionals.

 Digital photography began 
with the development of 
the charged-couple device 
(CCD) at Bell Labs in 1969. 
The CCD converts light to 
an electronic signal. In 1975, 
Kodak developed the first 
digital image camera and 
Cannon released commercial 
prototypes in 1984. Within 
20 years, digital cameras were 
outselling film cameras.

 Point and shoot technolo-
gy put control into the camera 
for shutter speed, aperture 
and focus letting anyone take 
great pictures. Professionals 
still preferred to make their 
own adjustments using the 
image control of SLR cameras 
but soon Canon, Nikon, Pen-
tax and others combined the 
best of both offering advanced 
digital DSLR cameras.

 Digital photography using 
the CCD chip operates just 
like a solar panel. The shutter 
opens letting light hit the 
chip and releasing electrons 
creating a digital image by 
recording the number and 
location of electrons across 
the matrix. The matrix of 
points for each image location 
are called pixels for picture 
elements, and a 12-megapixel 
camera collects detail at 12 
million points across the chip.

 A TIFF image is a raw image 

recording the detail at every 
location across the chip but it 
makes a huge file. The JPEG 
image uses algorithms to sam-
ple enough detail to reproduce 
a good image without saving 
every individual point. It makes 
a more compact file. Called 
lossy because it loses detail, the 
JPEG still has more data than 
the human eye can discern.

 Did you know more than 
image details are stored inside a 
digital image file? Other infor-
mation recorded can include 
the camera model, camera 
settings, the date/time of the 
image and maybe even the lati-
tude/longitude where the pic-
ture was taken. Best of all, just 
like writing notes on the back 
of photos in a shoebox, you can 
record and store descriptions 
inside a digital image.

 Photography has answered 
many questions in science. 
The human eye only picks out 
about 30 images per second 
so there is a limit to how fast 
a motion we can directly 
observe. Conversely slow ac-
tivities like a stalactite growing 
in a cave happen too slowly 
for us to watch. 

Shooting film at 240 frames 
per second then slowing it 
down to a 30-frame play rate 
lets us see what we missed. At 

juice box containers on Amazon? If 
you’re having a hard time weaning 
your kid off the sugary stuff, use fro-
zen berries or melons to sweeten wa-
ter naturally — and keep the drink 
cool. Reusable juice box containers 
make this idea even easier.

Sliced apples in a plastic baggie — 
even with a squeeze of lemon juice 
— will only last so long. The mo-
ment they turn brown, your kid isn’t 
going anywhere near them. Instead, 
cut the apple into eighths, put the 
pieces back together and slip a rub-
ber band around the whole thing to 
hold everything in place. This keeps 
the pieces side by side, so less air will 
get in and, in turn, less browning. 

Here’s an idea that just makes 
sense to me — grab and go refrigera-
tor stations. This idea gives your kids 
more independence. Simply place 
your choice of snacks and sandwich-

es in a few fridge organizers, label 
how many of each food to take and 
all they have to do is open the fridge, 
grab and go. They are choosing what 
to eat for lunch from your healthy 
choices for them.

I love the idea of re-using items 
and this is a great idea. Tell your 
child or teen not to throw away that 
fruit cup she had today because it’s 
going to come in handy for tomor-
row’s lunch. Buy some small, wide-
mouth Mason jars and fill them with 
crackers or veggie sticks. Then fill 
the recycled cup with dip or cheese 
and add your dippers to the Mason 
jar — combine the two pieces via 
the lid and you’ve made yourself a 
“Masonable” — a.k.a. a Mason jar 
Lunchable. 

(Nancy Zeman is the editor and 
publisher of The Prairie Press. Email 
her at nzeman@prairiepress.net.)

The Rocks 
a boyhood 
haven

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B
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The scientific value of a thousand words
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SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 2B
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NANCY 
ZEMAN
COOKING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

Special to The Praire Press

Planning and prepping ahead lessens the stress of preparing school lunches. Check out these five school lunch hacks 
to make the new school year a little easier for everyone.

mailto:nzeman@prairiepress.net
mailto:nzeman@prairiepress.net
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Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL  
2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

Saturday: 
breakfast menu 8-10:30 a.m., followed by 
lunch menu, dinner menu begins at 4 p.m.

Sunday: 
breakfast buffet 8-11 a.m, breakfast menu 

8-10:30 a.m., followed by lunch menu

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND NOW DELIVERED  

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 
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MILESTONES

Bennetts celebrate 50th anniversary
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Mike and Charlotte Bennett 
are celebrating the 50th anni-
versary of their first wedding 
Aug. 31, 1968, at Calvary Lu-
theran Church, Silver Spring, 
Md.

After dating through high 
school and college, they hon-
eymooned in New England 
and Canada before becoming 
VISTA volunteers, training in 
Colorado and working with 
the newly developed Utah Mi-
grant Council. 

After some graduate school 
and elementary school teach-
ing in Louisville, Ky., they be-
came teachers of English as 
a second language in French 
Lick, Ind., Oakland, Calif., and 
later Paris. Other Indiana jobs 

were as Peace Corps and VIS-
TA recruiters at many Indiana 
colleges and as houseparents 
at the Fort Wayne Children’s 
Home.

Charlotte Bennett also 
worked as a bank teller and as 
a 4-H program assistant. Mike 
Bennett also taught English at 
the West Baden Springs Hotel 
(then Northwood College) 
and worked as a job counselor 
in Paoli.

They spent two years in 
Wisconsin where he was a Boy 
Scout District Executive over 
500 square miles, and she was 
the camp’s first aid person and 
instructor. 

After living in the woods 
of French Lick, building two 
houses (theirs was a hexago-
nal three-layer wedding cake 

style) and two boys, Drew who 
now lives in West Terre Haute, 
Ind., and Jacob who resides in 
Champaign, they all moved to 
Vermilion in 1992.

By then, Mike Bennett was 
an industrial painter in Terre 
Haute and Charlotte Bennett 
was a Head Start teacher aide 
and later the director of the 
Kansas Public Library for six 
years.

Following a 10-year hiatus, 
Mike Bennett retired from 
painting in Oregon and Neva-
da, and Charlotte Bennett re-
tired after 11 years at the Vigo 
County Library, the couple re-
married July 7, 2012, in Mich-
igan, with their sons, Drew 
and Jacob as best men, and 
the women in the sons’ lives, 
Brandy and April, as maids of 

honor. Grandson Mylo was the 
ring bearer. 

A future plan is to duplicate 
the original honeymoon travel-
ing through New England and 
Canada, and this time adding 
Maine to complete their 48 
contiguous U.S. states itinerary.

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

TOPS groups meet in July
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Morning TOPS #IL 1563 
met Thursday, July 26, with 
20 members attending the 
meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Connie Porter, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Sue English, 
KOPS weekly best loser; Janet 
Embry, best monthly loser for 
July; Gretchen Dyl was recog-
nized for 6 weeks of losses; Sue 
English won the walking draw-
ing; and winners of the Three 
Week Contest were Brenda 
Porter and Janet Embry for 
TOPS winners, and Wanda 
Luth for KOPS.   

Barbara Dick gave a program 
on “The Effects of Music in 
our Everyday Lives” which ex-
plained how music affects our 
shopping habits and even the 
way we eat in restaurants. 

TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday at the Highland Man-
or Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. 
and the meeting starting at 9 
a.m. Visitors and new members 
are always welcome and more 
information is available by call-
ing 251-5190.

Evening TOPS #IL 2318 met 
Tuesday, July 31, with 20 mem-
bers weighing in and 20 mem-
bers attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Gail Arbuckle, TOPS 
weekly loser; Mary Ruth Clark, 
KOPS weekly looser; Carmen 
Minger, KOPS drawing win-
ner; Jayne Peters, three-week 
loser; Judy Ferris, won predict 
your weight; Sharon Phillips, 
top walker; and Verna Smith, 
top exerciser.

Myndy Wooten’s program 
was a “Summer Bag Auction.”

TOPS #IL 2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in is 5:45-6:50 p.m. The meet-
ings start at 7 p.m. For more 
information call 217-808-0078 
or 217-822-6300.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

An exciting era is begin-
ning at Lincoln Trails Council 
Scouting as girls may now join 

Girls joining ranks of Cub Scouts
Cub Scouts. 

Boys and girls entering kin-
dergarten through fifth grade 
can now enjoy the fun and 
learning opportunities Scout-
ing offers. All Scouts can earn 
any of the awards, ranks  and 
honors offered in Cub Scouts. 
Cub Scouts is about having 
fun while learning new things 
like first aid, teamwork, lead-
ership skills and appreciating 
the outdoors. Each level of 
Cub Scouts is age specific and 
designed to provide experi-
ences to help youth grow both 
mentally and physically. 

Actually, girls are not new 
to Scouting programs. Girls 
age 14-20 have long been ac-
tive in Scouting through the 
Venturing, Sea Scouts and Ex-
ploring programs. These pro-
grams are designed, through 
increased leadership opportu-
nities, to provide hands-on ex-
periences to help youth grow 
and mature. 

For more information 
about Family Scouting, visit 
LincolnTrailsCouncil.org.

For Coles, Edgar, Clark, 
Crawford, Jasper or Cumber-
land counties contact Valerie 

Green at Valerie.Green@
scouting.org or call 217-620-
7205.

The Mission of the BSA is to 
prepare young people to make 
ethical and moral choices over 
their lifetimes by instilling in 
them the values of the Scout 
Oath and Law.

Lincoln Trails Council of-
fers Scouting to all youth in 
12 counties of central and 
south-central Illinois empow-
ering youth with choice, op-
portunity and leadership. Call 
to volunteer and help us deliv-
er the promise of Scouting.

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win VIP tickets to see
BILLY JOEL plus $500! 

Register to win
at wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!
Visit www.firstbanktrust.com for more information.

Is Becoming

3rd Annual  
Doc Acklin 

Race 
Saturday, August 25 @ 7:30am 

Paris High School 

$10 Per Person; or 
register and receive a 

race shirt for $20. 

Anyone is welcome 
to participate by 
running and/or 
walking (3.0 MI). 

Proceeds fund 
the Doc Acklin  

Scholarship. 

To sign up, visit: MyHorizonHealth.org/DocAcklinRace 

the other end we can use time-
lapse photography to collect 
an image every few hours and 
then fast play at 30 frames per 
second to watch processes that 
could take decades to occur.

The famous question first 
answered with a camera was 
when a horse gallops is there 
ever have a time when all four 
feet are in the air or is one hoof 
always in contact with the 
ground? No one was able to 
tell by watching.

In 1878, Leland Stanford, 
for whom Stanford University 
is named, commissioned pho-
tographer Edward Muybridge 
to settle it once and for all. 
Muybridge set up 24 cameras, 
with each shutter controlled 
by a trip wire triggered by the 
horse’s hooves. He showed 
four hooves off the ground 

but only when pulled 
underneath. Never when 
outstretched.

Long before YouTube, 
the first cat video was an 
1880 analysis of the cat 
righting reflex showing 
how their inner ear balance 
allows them to twist and 
turn so they always land on 
their feet.

From understanding 
hummingbird motion to 
seeing the surface of Mars at 
ground level, photography 
has been a valuable tool for 
science. The camera doesn’t 
lie, it just tells a story.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curricu-
lum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us) 

likely unrequited) - carved 
their names and dates for pos-
terity.  Centuries will eventual-
ly erase the testimony, but time 
has a way of doing that – man’s 
history is not built for eternity.
We built fires on the sandy 
ground. By day, we roamed the 
woods. We ran up and down 
ravines and shot at birds with 
our Red Ryder BB-rifles. Birds, 
with the exception of crows, 
were not amused.

Hamburger, sliced potatoes, 
vegetables, and other items, 
were wrapped in aluminum 
foil and plowed into the em-
bers. In the deep of the night, 
we sat by the fire – stomachs 
full, listening to coyotes mak-
ing conversation with their 
eerie howls, frogs croaking, 
crickets clicking, dogs baying 
after raccoons and all the other 

sounds orchestrated by the 
night.

Whining mosquitoes, out 
for blood, eventually, drove 
us to into our sleeping bags, 
zipped tight against the tiny 
Draculas.

In the morning, we made 
coffee and fried bacon and 
eggs. Toast was an affair of 
bread tossed into the grease. 
On unwashed plates, with 
dirty hands wielding dirty 
spoons, we wolfed breakfast.

Another day of adventure, 
and we raced home on our 
bikes in hopes of beating the 
setting sun.

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He re-
cently started writing occasional 
columns for the fun of it, in which 
he offers a different look at life 
and aging. Email him at reynold-
sharry1943@gmail.com)

http://www.prairiepress.net
http://www.firstbanktrust.com
mailto:sullivant@shiloh1.us
mailto:reynoldsharry1943@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.myhorizonhealth.org
http://www.wmmcradio.com
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When Apollo 11’s Eagle 
lunar module landed on the 
moon July 20, 1969, astronauts 
Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin had to do something 
hard: Wait. They were 
scheduled to open the door 
of their lunar lander and step 
onto the unknown surface of 
a completely different world. 
But for now, their mission 
ordered them to take a pause 
before the big event. 

And so Aldrin spent his time 
doing something unexpected, 
something no man had ever 
attempted before. Alone and 
overwhelmed by anticipation, 
he took part in the first 
Christian sacrament ever 

performed on the moon — a 
rite of Christian communion. 

Aldrin’s lunar communion 
has since become shrouded 
in mystery and confusion, 
but the rite itself was relatively 
simple. The astronaut was 
also an elder at Webster 
Presbyterian Church, and 
before he headed into space 
in 1969, he got special 
permission to take bread and 
wine with him to space and 
give himself communion. 

Men had already prayed in 
space, but Aldrin was about to 
go one step further — literally 
and figuratively. Part of his 
mission was not just to land on 
the moon, but to walk on it. To 
prepare, he took communion 
after the Eagle lunar module 

landed on the moon’s Sea of 
Tranquility during an hours-
long downtime period designed 
to let the astronauts recover 
from their space flight and 
prepare for their moon walk.

The mood on the module 
was sober. Both Armstrong 
and Aldrin knew how 
important their mission was. 
“I was certainly aware that 
this was a culmination of the 
work of 300,000 or 400,000 
people over a decade and 
that the nation’s hopes and 
outward appearance largely 
rested on how the results 
came out,” Armstrong 
recalled in an oral history. 

As the men prepared for the 
next phase of their mission, 
Aldrin got on the comm 

system and spoke to the 
ground crew back on Earth. 
“I would like to request a few 
moments of silence,” he said. 
“I would like to invite each 
person listening in, wherever 
and whomever he may be, to 
contemplate for a moment the 
events of the past few hours 
and to give thanks in his own 
individual way.”

Then he reached for the 
wine and bread he’d brought 
to space—the first foods ever 
poured or eaten on the moon. 
“I poured the wine into the 
chalice our church had given 
me. In the one-sixth gravity 
of the moon the wine curled 
slowly and gracefully up 
the side of the cup,” he later 
wrote. Then, Aldrin read some 

scripture and ate. Armstrong 
looked on quietly but did not 
participate. 

Aldrin felt the service 
should be broadcast to the 
entire world. But atheist 
activist Madalyn Murray 
O’Hair, once dubbed the most 
hated woman in America for 
her high-profile activism on 
behalf of the separation of 
church and state, indirectly 
doomed the communion 
service. A few months earlier, 
O’Hair had sued NASA after 
Apollo 8 astronauts read the 
Book of Genesis during a 
broadcast made on Christmas 
Day 1968, when they became 
the first humans to orbit the 
moon.

COMPILED BY NED JENISON
 Former Editor and Publisher
 Paris Beacon-News

The following articles are 
taken from the pages of the Paris 
Daily Beacon for the week of July 
30-August 4, 1918, and from the 
Beacon-News for the same week 
in 1968, reflecting the events of the 
Paris area 100 and 50 years ago 
this week.

NAME ON CASUALTY LIST
Another Edgar County soldier’s 

name appears on the casualty list 
issued by the War Department, in 
connection with the operations of 
the Expeditionary Force in France

Bugler Everett Thomas is 
reported “missing in action.” That 
may mean either that he has 
been killed or has been captured 
in the strenuous fighting now in 
progress around Chateau Thierry 
and Rheims.

CHILDREN EXAMINED FREE
Child Welfare Week, under 

the direction of the Woman’s 
Committee of the Council of 
National Defense,  will provide 
health examinations for all 
children under six years of age for 
free. The youngsters will be taken 
to the Community House from 10 
to 12 in the morning and 2:30 to 
5:30 in the afternoon. Thursday 
afternoon will be devoted to 
colored children.

BOYS FIRE OATS
Three boys, the oldest not 

more than 12, were caught by 
Joseph Pear, a farmer of near 
Paris, in the act of setting fire to 
his oats field. They had already 
burned three shocks of oats. 
Mr. Pear brought the offenders 
to Paris and they were severely 
reprimanded by the police.

RECEPTION FOR COLORED MEN
A pleasant reception was 

given by the colored residents 
of Paris to the six colored men 
who leave tomorrow for training 
at Camp Dodge, Des Moines, 
Ia. The function was held in 
the Knights of Pythias Hall and 
was largely attended.  Rev. Dr. 
Crockett, of the Second Baptist 
Church, and Rev. Dr. King, of 
the A.M.E. Church, both made 
patriotic addresses and spoke 
of a kindlier feeling between the 
two races.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
EXAM FOR FIRE CHIEF

A competitive examination may 
determine appointment of a chief 
for the Paris Fire Department.

A new chief, possibly two 
new shift captains and four new 
members are part of a major 
reorganization following a series 
of retirements and resignations 
this year, including that of the 
present chief, Alonzo Brown.

NEW ELKS MANAGER
Robert Mathews, who has 

been manager of the Terre Haute 
Shrine Club for the past three 
and a half years, will assume 
the management of the Paris 
Elks Country and City Clubs. Mr. 
Mathews succeeds Ray Johnson, 
who resigned to take a similar 
position at the South Country 
Club in Decatur.

TORBIT NEW FIRE CHIEF
Fred Torbit, a veteran of 18 

years service with the Paris 
Fire Department, has been 
named new Fire Chief. Raymond 
Thompson was appointed a new 
shift fire captain.

MIGHT SELL DIVISION
Sale of the Electro Freeze 

Division of Bastian-Blessing 
Company is being considered. 
Plant manager Robert Burns for 
the Paris factory announced the 
possible sale of the product line 
that is the largest of the three 
fountain food divisions at the 
Paris plant. The Electro Freeze 
division produces a line of soft ice 
cream and milkshake units for the 
food industry.

(Editor’s note: The weekly Illinois 
Bicentennial series is brought to you 
by the Illinois Associated Press Media 
Editors and Illinois Press Association. 
More than 20 newspapers are creating 
stories about the state’s history, places 
and key moments in advance of the 
Bicentennial on Dec. 3, 2018. Stories 
published up to this date can be found at 
200illinois.com.)

BY DAVID PORTER
The Arcola Record-Herald and the Tuscola Review

At the end of the 2016-17 school 
year, there were only four schools in 
Illinois that had won more than 700 
football games in their team’s history 
— and two of them are small-school 
rivals just 8 miles apart.

Tuscola, population 4,391, and 
Arcola, population 2,864, have been 
battling it out on the gridiron since 
the 1890s. At times, including present 
day, their conferences have kept them 
apart, but the “Cola Wars” are set to 
resume Aug. 31, 2018, during the 
Illinois’ Bicentennial.

They narrowly missed facing off 
in 2017, as both teams climbed 
the brackets in the state Class 1A 
playoffs. Arcola, which has four 
championship titles, was eliminated 
in the first round while Tuscola was 
runner-up in the final.

The Arcola Purple Riders have 
title bragging rights with four 
championships — the most recent 

was 2015. They also won the state title 
in 1978, 1985 and 1988. The Tuscola 
Warriors won in 2006 and 2009.

Their rivalry extends beyond 
athletics. 

Retired Circuit Judge Mike Carroll, 
a 1964 graduate of Tuscola High 
School, said the rub between the two 
Douglas County farm communities is 
as old as the county itself, which was 
formed in 1859 from Coles County. 
Local history books confirm the first 
election for county seat saw 10 times 
as many ballots cast as there were 
residents. A second election resulted in 
Tuscola winning.

“Arcola was bitter over the county 
seat vote,” Carroll said. “They never 
got over it.” 

Both towns’ high schools started 
playing football in the mid-1890s. The 
rivalry extended to football but wasn’t 
created by it.

Tuscola leads the cumulative wins 
title, but Arcola was ahead by 1 at the 
end of the 2015-16 season. Tuscola 
led by one at the end of the 2016-17 
season. But a couple of game scores 
remain in question.

In 1961, Tuscola beat Arcola 13–9 
and the jubilant Tuscola players ran 
into the locker room, according to 
Carroll. But a referee had thrown a 
flag on the last play for a roughing-the-
passer penalty. 

“The referees had to go into the 
dressing rooms and inform the teams 

about the penalty.”
The teams came back onto the 

field and continued the game 
with few fans left to watch. Arcola 
scored on a passing play and was 
declared the winner.

In another game in the 1920s, both 
towns believe the other forfeited. 

“Arcola thinks they won it, and 
Tuscola thinks it won,” said Randy 

Communion in space

As I recall, the Stanley 
family had a reunion of 
sorts from the 1940s until 
the older 
genera-
tions died 
out and 
only we 
cousins 
were left. 

It wasn’t 
always 
at a park 
and many 
times it 
was at the home of my 
aunts and uncles. I even 
have a picture or two taken 
of reunions when my Great-
Aunt Lizzie Black lived in 
the house I now call home.   

We tried to meet at a lo-
cation close enough that all 
could get there and return 
home in one day. There 
were usually about 20 or so 
of the offspring and siblings 
of George P. and Rae Stan-
ley in attendance. George 
came to Edgar County in 
1905 and married Rae on 
Christmas Day, 1906. They 
had three children, and they 
in turn added seven grand-
children to the family. If we 
throw in a couple of sisters 
and brothers to Grandpa 
George that completed the 
tribe that usually met on 
a Sunday in the middle of 
July. 

This wasn’t a big family, 
but for us kids it seemed we 
had a lot of older people to 
get to know again and just 
enough kids to make those 
gatherings really interesting. 
The seven cousins that were 
near my age had a romping 
good time, and the older 
folks mostly liked to sit 
around and eat and gab 
about yesteryear. 

We usually met in a 
setting where there were 
enough things for the kids 
to do that we barely no-
ticed the wonderful meal 
at noon. We were so tired 
by the end of the romping 
and playing we slept all 
the way home.

As the younger ones of 
this family started having 
their own families it be-
came harder and harder to 
get the whole group togeth-
er for a reunion. We only 
saw each other at weddings 
and funerals. As we kept 
losing the older generations 
our reunions were the 
funerals of our parents and 

Reviving 
reunions 

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

Friendly competition

Special to The Prairie Press

Terry Miller, Arcola class of 1961, was 
the first player from the Arcola-Tuscola 
rivalry to play in the NFL. Miller, a distin-
guished alumnae of the school, played 
football at the University of Illinois and 
later the Detroit Lions and St. Louis 
Cardinals.

Mike Carroll/Special to The Prairie Press

Decades ago, the annual football game between Tuscola and Arcola was played on Thanksgiving Day. This cartoon, from a 1931 Tus-
cola yearbook, depicts the Thanksgiving tradition. The two teams are scheduled to compete again Aug. 31, 2018.

See SPACE, Page 4B

See SCHOOLS, Page 4B
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over the years ...
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How Buzz Aldrin became the first man to take the holy sacrement outside planet earth
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Douglas Hasler
Longview Bank & Trust
600 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL 61944
217-465-6360 Office
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Spendal’s Finest
Custom Butchering
$35 Butchering Fee

45¢ Processing

NOW thru OCTOBER 1

Spendal’s Grill Shack

Mon-Fri  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat.  9 a.m. - noon

Mon, Tues & Fri   8 a.m.- 2 p.m.
15096 S. Willow Grove • Clinton, IN

Meats
50-YEAR IN BUSINESS CELEBRATION!

Specializing in Farmland, Real Estate, 
Agricultural Equipment, Business Liquidations,

Antiques, Collectibles & Personal Property. 

Live, Simulcast & Online Only Auctions!

Contact us today for a no obligation & confidential 
consultation concerning your auction needs.

Ph. 217-465-4545 Email: info@mossauctionteam.com

www.mossauctionteam.com

Let Moss Auction Team
build a successful & profitable

auction for you!

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

HUGE ESTATE AUCTION   
AUGUST 11,   10:00 AM

 1051 E ROBERTSON DR., CLINTON, IN 
(1 block west of HWY 63 and HWY 163 stop light.  Watch for signs)

We will be conducting a very large auction of Personal property to settle the Estate of 
Donnie and Karen Robertson.
                                                       PERSONAL PROPERTY: Lots of antiques and collectibles including vintage Coca 

Colamachine, cigarette machine, advertising thermometers, beer signs and neons, 
decanters, Coca Cola trays, tons of Coca Cola advertising, Pepsi items, large bottle 
collection with milk, medicine and cola bottles, large selection of crocks, Coca Cola 
table/chairs, 7-UPcooler, DU and hunting items, old lunch box, large IU collection, 

autographs, Seamon print, several collector plates including Red Skelton, Norman 
Rockwell, quilts and sports plates, miniatures, wood sewing spools, sewing desk, 
lots of sewing supplies, quilts, nice daybed, end tables, lamps, rocker, nice deco 

horse, leather recliner, antique cabinets, hutch, hall tree, chairs, cabinets, shelves, 
Hoosier cabinet, marble top table, patio furniture, kitchenware, tons of Holiday 

decoration and lots of misc.
STAINED GLASS: Large sheets, plates and pieces of stained glass and all the tools 

to do your own stained glass work. Enough to nearly fill a truck.
see pics at: www.ronmckeeauctions.com

AUCTIONEERS NOTE: This Estate is HUGE and should run 2 days.....we're going 
to do it in one.  Truly, something for everyone.  Bring a chair and a friend and plan 

to stay awhile.  Bidding will be fast.  Not much shade but plenty of parking.  You will 
want to bring a truck and trailer.  Lunch will be offered by Chubby's BBQ (Jim Rigsby)
TERMS OF SALE: Cash, personal check with proper ID, credit or debit cards accepted 

with a 3% fee.  NO BUYERS PREMIUM.  All items sold strictly “AS IS”. All announce-
ments made day of sale supersede all printed material. Not Responsible For Accidents.

      RON MCKEE AUCTION SERVICE, INC.
      RON MCKEE, AUCTIONEER AU10400108
      (812) 466-5457 OR (812) 229-0711

Though O’Hair’s case was 
ultimately dismissed, it made 
an impression on NASA 
officials, who worried that 
any overtly religious display 
might open the agency up to 
another lawsuit. When Aldrin 
told the flight crew operations 
manager about his plans to 
broadcast his communion 
service, the manager told 
him to go ahead and have 
communion, but, “keep your 
comments more general.” 

Though the press did 
report the fact that Aldrin 
would bring communion 

bread on the spacecraft, he 
kept the ceremony low-key 
and, out of respect for the 
debate over religion on the 
moon, kept the ceremony 
confined to the spacecraft 
and not the surface of the 
moon. 

Aldrin wasn’t the only 
astronaut to experience 
religious rituals in space. 
In 1994, three Catholic 
astronauts took Holy 
Communion on board 
Space Shuttle Endeavor. 
Israeli astronaut Ilan Ramon 
reportedly recited the Jewish 
Shabbat Kiddush prayer in 
space (he later died when 
Space Shuttle Columbia 

exploded in 2003). Russian 
cosmonaut Sergei Ryzhikov 
took a relic of St. Serafim of 
Sarnov, a Russian Orthodox 
saint, to space in 2017. 

The first communion in 
space was experienced by 
two men, but it hasn’t been 
forgotten by the wider world. 
Lunar Communion Sunday 
is still celebrated annually 
at Webster Presbyterian and 
elsewhere to commemorate 
the event. Aldrin spoke and 
wrote about the experience 
later in life. However, 
the low-key nature of the 
ceremony in space itself 
later led to rumors that it 
happened in secret. 

Aldrin may not have 
resorted to skullduggery 
to consume communion 
aboard the lunar module, but 
he ended up regretting it. In 
his 2010 memoir, he wrote 
that he’d come to wonder 
if he’d done the right thing 
by celebrating a Christian 
ritual in space. “We had 
come to space in the name 
of all mankind — be they 
Christians, Jews, Muslims, 
animists, agnostics, or 
atheists,” he wrote. “But at 
the time I could think of no 
better way to acknowledge 
the Apollo 11 experience 
than by giving thanks to 
God.” 

us cousins as pallbearers in-
stead of willing participants 
in the game playing we used 
to do. 

We all became so busy 
and spread out we barely 
saw each other except for 
our immediate families. If it 
hadn’t been for Facebook, 
we probably would have 
forgotten who was who and 
what they looked like. 

One day when Rosie 
and I had completed a 
visit to the doctor’s office 
in Champaign, we met at 
my cousin Sharon’s home 
for a mini-reunion of sorts. 

Rothrock, a former Arcola 
coach, alumnus and football 
historian. “Each claimed the 
other walked off the field 
first.”

The 1961 game is etched 
in lore as a vengeful victory 
for Arcola. The story is 
told that prior to the game, 
Tuscola students fed 
laxative to several chickens 
and then placed them 
inside the Arcola school. 
Other pranks over the years 
include graffiti written on 
the Tuscola press box and 
a large “T” burned into the 
Arcola field with weed killer.

The hijinks were 
nothing compared to the 
earlier years, according 
to Rothrock. The early 
1900s were pretty rough, 
he said. Headlines in the 
local papers would explain 
whether fisticuffs had 
broken out. “Very little 
slugging,” an 1897 headline 
read. In 1910: “No fisticuff 
exhibitions.”

The rival match was 
traditionally played on 
Thanksgiving Day. Duff 
Hoel, a banker and a 1983 
graduate of Tuscola High 
School, said: “St. Teresa (in 
Decatur) was a bigger rival 
for us,” he said while still 
cringing at the color purple 
— Arcola’s school color.

Arcola and Tuscola 
resumed playing each other 
in 1982 after a five-year 
hiatus. Arcola won that year 
43–6. Then, with Hoel as 
quarterback, Tuscola won 
33–0. Arcola went on to win 
the next seven contests.

Tuscola leads the series 
against Arcola 54 games to 
44, with 6 ties. But Hoel 
and Carroll agreed the 
achievement is greater for 
Arcola because the school 
population is considerably 
smaller.
LOCAL LEGENDS

Tuscola and Arcola teams 
have given rise to dozens of 
local legends. Many of the 
last names over the past 100 
years are the same, too, in 
each community.

Each town has sent one 
player to the National 
Football League. Terry 
Miller, Arcola Class of 
1964, was the first. The 
former high school guard, 
quarterback and running 
back, played for University 
of Illinois and was drafted 
by the Detroit Lions in 
1968. He was signed by the 
St. Louis Cardinals in 1970. 
A knee injury ended his 
football career a few years 
later.

Fred Wakefield, a 1996 
Tuscola graduate, also 
played for U of I, one of five 
Tuscolians to earn a football 
scholarship there. He played 
for the Arizona Cardinals 
and the Oakland Raiders.

As good as Miller and 
Wakefield were, Carroll 
and Rothrock agreed the 
greatest athlete to come 
out of Douglas County was 
probably Arcola’s Robert 
“Popeye” Pullen. In the four 
years that Pullen played 
football for the Purple 
Riders, the Tuscola Warriors 
didn’t score a point. He was 
a four-year standout in a 
club that posted a 32–1–1 
record from 1934-37. Pullen 
scored 34 touchdowns and 
20 extra points.

“I asked my mom who 
the best football player was 
in the history of Tuscola 
and Arcola, thinking she’d 
say me. She said ‘Popeye 
Pullen.’ She didn’t even 
hesitate,” Carroll said.

“She said, ‘When some 
people hit you, you get 
hurt. When Popeye hit 
you, you got brain damage.’ 
I said, ‘Didn’t Dad play 
against Popeye?” She said, 
‘Your father was a smart 
man. When he saw Popeye 
coming, he just laid down.”

Pullen didn’t get the 
chance to play college or 
pro ball. He enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy in 1940 and was 
aboard the USS Houston 
when it was sunk in 1942. 
Nearly 700 sailors were 
killed. Pullen was one of 
368 who managed to swim 
to shore. He was sent to 
a POW camp in Burma, 
where he reportedly refused 
medication for a minor leg 
injury because he thought 
other prisoners needed it 
more. He died in the camp 
on Aug. 31, 1943, of blood 
poisoning.

 
A HAND IN THE NFL

Arcola lays claim to 
helping the NFL get started 
— through a game that was 
never played.

It was common in the 
early 1900s for communities 
to have adult football 
teams. In 1919, Arcola’s 
community team had 
been defeated by the 
Decatur Staleys, which 
was sponsored by A.E. 
Staley Manufacturing, 
now Staley Continental, 
which processes corn and 
soybeans.

The Arcola team plotted 
its revenge by hiring 
Dutch Sternaman, a star 
quarterback for U of I, who 
recruited top college players 
throughout the Midwest. 
Staley learned of the plan 
and bowed out of the game. 
He then asked Sternaman 
and his pal George Halas 
to recruit players for the 
Decatur team.

Halas bought the Staleys 
and moved the team to 
Chicago. A year later, he 
changed the name to the 
Chicago Bears, which 
was instrumental in the 
formation of the NFL.

Arcola and Tuscola are 
economic competitors as 
well with Tuscola advancing 
in the 1950s with large 
chemical plants to the 

west and in the 1990s with 
an outlet mall. Its main 
thoroughfares are marked 
by wide, paved streets and 
stop lights.

Arcola, by contrast, 
still has its original brick 
street downtown, where 
antique stores dominate the 
landscape and a hitching 
post for Amish buggies 
sits behind the newspaper 
office. It celebrates its 
broom corn history with an 
annual festival that draws 
thousands of visitors, and 
its larger industries stem 
from its broom-making 
past. Today, 40 percent of 
Arcola’s population is Latino 
— another result of its 
broom corn history. Its most 
famous resident is Raggedy 
Ann, whose creator, Johnny 
Gruelle, was born there.

They’re both farming 
communities located in the 
flattest county in Illinois. 
They’re tied together by 
Interstate 57 on the east and 
U.S. Route 45 on the west. A 
remnant of the Chicago-to-
Cairo highway, the Egyptian 
Trail, connects them 
between the two highways.

And they remain tied by 
a once fierce duel that helps 
maintain their independent 
identities. “It’s a friendly 
rivalry now,” Carroll said. 
“It’s just fun.”

Both Carroll and 
Rothrock agreed the 
competition has been good 
for the towns. It stirs interest 
in the football programs and 
builds friendships.

“I’ve always had a lot 
of friends in Tuscola,” 
Rothrock said.

Carroll echoed the 
sentiment. “When I ran for 
judge, Arcola carried me,” 
he said.

The rivalry no longer 
includes burning each 
others’ fields or feeding 
laxatives to chickens, but it 
still gives fans on both sides 
a reason to cheer.

We had rounded up seven 
relatives who showed up for 
a dinner. 

The cousins and their 
spouses of our family have 
been dying off and the sub-
ject of old Stanley reunions 
was brought up. Kerbang, 
a light bulb went off and 
we decided to have anoth-
er one before we were all 
gone. Turkey Run State Park 
was the center point of the 
older cousins locations. We 
picked the fourth Sunday in 
July and made it official. 

The result was a won-
derful outing at noon on 
a delightfully cool day at a 
shelter close to the trails. 

We had 21 in attendance 
from the ages of two to 82. 
There were people from 
Peoria, Champaign, Elwood, 
Stoy, Oblong, Paris and 
Philo, Illinois, plus two 
from Lowell and Spencer, 
Indiana, three from North 

Carolina and one from 
San Antonio, Texas. The 
members of my immediate 
family decided to also have 
a weekend camp out and 
that was an added incentive 
because we got an excuse to 
camp. There were even three 
favorite dogs and a couple 
of great-grand kids along to 
spoil. 

One of the special events 
of the day, besides meet-
ing some of the people we 
rarely get to visit with, was 
the great spread for a picnic 
dinner with too many great 
desserts. After the dinner 
the younger half of our 
group took a trail to the 
covered bridge and suspen-
sion bridge.  It was especial-
ly delightful for the three 
youngest kids because they 
got to tromp along with the 
three dogs through the mud 
and water. 

The others who stayed 

behind looked at a history 
of our family as chronicled 
by my brother, John. The 
climax occurred when we 
gathered together for a song 
composed by Ginger Trine 
and myself about our fam-
ily. We all joined in for the 
chorus to the tune of “Green 
Acres.”

It pretty well described 
the Stanley family of old and 
we even had to chuckle a bit 
as it was being done.

As far as I am concerned 
family reunions of some 
sort or other should be held 
as often as possible. I don’t 
care if there are 60 or five 
people there, we need to 
keep those reunions a going 
because that’s what keeps a 
real family alive and happy.   

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

mailto:douglas.hasler@lpl.com
mailto:info@mossauctionteam.com
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http://www.ronmckeeauctions.com
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Fewer adults are attending 
religious services in the United 
States, but not necessarily 
because they don’t believe.

Many cite practical or 
personal reasons for skipping 
weekly services, according 
to  new Pew Research Center 
data released Wednesday, 
Aug. 1.

Most notably, nearly 4 in 10 
say they simply practice their 
faith in other ways and remain 
fairly religious by a number 
of measures, according to 
Pew Associate Director of 
Research Gregory A. Smith.

For nearly 3 in 10 
Americans, the reason they 
don’t attend religious services 
is because they do not share 

religious beliefs.
But more people say it’s 

because they find another 
outlet for their faith (37 
percent) or dislike certain 
things about services (37 
percent): They haven’t found 
a place of worship they like, 
they don’t like the sermons at 
their place of worship or they 
don’t feel welcome.

Of those believers who 
rarely or never attend services, 
6 in 10 identify as Christian, 
and 44 percent say they pray 
every day.

It’s unclear from the survey 
results how those respondents 
practice their faith instead. 
Smith said those who rarely 
or never attend services don’t 
seem to be joining community 
organizations instead. In fact, 

regular attendees still are 
more likely to join groups like 
a club or charity.

The new data follows 
previous surveys suggesting 
the number of Americans 
attending religious services at 

least once a week is dropping. 
According to Pew’s 2014 
Religious Landscape Survey, 
those who say they go to 
church or another house of 
worship at least once a week 
fell from 39 percent in 2007 to 

35 percent in 2014.
In that same period, 

the number who say they 
seldom or never go to 
church, mosque, synagogue 
or another service inched 
up, from 27 percent to 30 
percent.

The recent survey shows 
nonetheless that many of 
those who don’t regularly 
attend services remain at 
least moderately religious, 
Smith noted. Nearly all 
(94 percent) of those who 
attend services at least once a 
month and well over half (61 
percent) who rarely or never 
attend for reasons other than 
nonbelief say religion is at 
least somewhat important in 
their lives.

Of those who attend 

services at least once a month, 
most (81 percent) say they 
do so to grow closer to God, 
but they also cite giving 
children a moral foundation 
(69 percent), becoming a 
better person (68 percent) 
and receiving comfort in 
times of trouble or sorrow (66 
percent). Ninety-one percent 
are Christian and 71 percent 
pray every day.

Pew surveyed more than 
4,700 people on its American 
Trends Panel, recruited 
from telephone surveys. 
Panelists participated in a 
self-administered web survey 
between Dec. 4 and 18, 
2017. The margin of error 
for all respondents is plus or 
minus 2.3 percentage points, 
according to Pew.

Church and faith unlinked

To tear 
asunder?

Church youths donate
BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The young worshippers at the 
Paris First Church of the Nazarene 
Vacation Bible School wanted to 
help minister locally by donating to 
Horizon Health’s Back to School Bang

“We have helped different mission 
fields before but in the past five 
years, we started helping different 
organizations in Edgar County,” said 
children’s ministry director Linda 
Abrams. “This year I have been 
hearing a lot about the back to school 
program, and it seemed ideal to 
donate our VBS money for missions 
to the wonderful program.” 

Horizon Health’s Back To School 
Bang is a health and wellness expo 
providing free school supplies to 
eligible youth of Edgar County. The 
fourth annual event is 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
today, Aug. 4, at the Paris Clinic.

“The free community program 
helps prepare children for the school 
year,” Abrams said. “The timing just 
seemed right to donate the $386.02 
collected during VBS.”  

Previously the VBS offerings were 
donated to different mission fields 
such as Pastors on Motorcycles and 
programs translating the Bible in 
different languages. The more recent 
focus is donating the offerings to local 
causes like the food pantry, clothing 
ministry and the community kitchen.

The Nazarene Church 2018 VBS 
theme was “Maker Fun Factory 
Created by God Built for a Purpose.” 
The 40 participants were hands-on 

inventors and experienced God, the 
ultimate maker, in creative ways. 

“They learned about inventions 
with the message that God built 
each and everyone one of us but 
each one of us are different,” said 
Abrams.

Like gears in a machine, every part 
of Maker Fun Factory VBS worked 
together to produce an experience 
that connects kids with Jesus.

Going along with the theme and 
making some fun competition, 
Abrams decorated a large box 
adorned with different sizes and 
brightly colored gears as a prize box 
for the class that collected the most 
money on a given day. 

Members of the daily winning class 
were allowed to select a prize from 
the box. 

“At the conclusion of VBS on 
Friday night I told each participant 
they are all winners and everyone 
was allowed to get a prize from the 
box,” Abrams said, noting the Sunday 
regular worship service was the VBS 
closing program. “The loose change in 
the offering plate on Sunday that was 
not designated to a specific ministry 
was donated to the Bang.”  

A picnic and fun activities for all 
worshippers, the VBS participants 
and their families followed the 
worship service.

A dunking tank was part of the 
picnic fun.  

“This was our second year that we 
had a dunking booth,” said Abrams. 
“During the week the kids earn 

throws at us for every night they are 
present and more throws for bringing 
a guest. It is a fun way to get the youth 
involved and interested in our VBS 
program.” 

This marks her 11th year 
organizing the Bible school program 
with the help of more than 20 church 
volunteers assisting her during the 
weeklong event. For the first time 
volunteers served small easy fix meals 
to the young participants with a pizza 
party on Friday, rather than cookies 
and punch.  

“Attendance was better this year,” 
Abrams said. “We started on Monday 
with approximately 25 children and 
by Friday we had a total of 40. We 
were blessed to raise nearly $400 for 
the hospital’s Bang event.”

The Back To School Bang, a free 
event, features interactive displays 
and health information from different 
organizations such as the Paris police 
and fire departments, Bee Well, Lions 
Club and Edgar County Health 
Department. 

School and sports physicals are 
offered from 9 a.m. to noon today. 
Also available are free dental exams 
by the Edgar County Dental Clinic 
and eye exams by optometrist Robert 
Blumthal. In addition, the health 
department is offering free car seat 
safety checks.

Free activities for the kids include 
games, a photo booth with funny face 
props, face painting and a bounce 
house along with the free school 
supplies to those who qualify.

Special to The Prairie Press

Participants at the recent First Church of the Nazarene Vacation Bible School donated money collected during VBS to Horizon 
Health’s Back to School Bang. Seated, left to right, Kalie Wells, Kacey Wells and Trey Peterson. Middle row, left to right, Chase 
Brinkerhoff, Isabella Chandler, Miley Strow, Jessie Cummins and Linda Adams, Horizon Health Back to School Bang committee 
member; back, left to right, Brenda Mattingly, Haylee Bryan, Horizon Health Back to School Bang committee member Christina 
Hoffman, Katherine England, Emery Peterson, Parker Sivertson, Kaylee Peterson, Miriam St. John, Horizon Health Back to 
School Bang committee member Brenda Akens, Pastor Gary Williamson and Lexi Strow. 

After the 
millionth 
apology

It was a year ago, but it 
could have been 10 years 
ago or 10 days ago. And 

it will 
probably 
happen 
10 years 
from now 
also – but 
hopefully 
not to 
you.

I was 
out-of-
town at 

a conference and stayed 
overnight in a hotel. The 
next morning I got ready 
early to go downstairs and 
get some breakfast.

I was walking in the hall-
way, past room #512, when 
a man’s voice came through 
loud and clear saying, “I’ve 
apologized for that a million 
times.” 

Then I could hear, but 
not understand, a woman’s 
voice that was angry and 
accusatory. That’s all; that’s 
enough. 

Part of me wanted to 
bend down and retie my 
shoes, so I could listen 
more. I didn’t. Another part 
of me wanted to knock on 
the door to room #512 and 
offer to help or provide 
counseling to get them over 
this obstacle. I did not.

But I felt for them. I 
can only imagine what 
happened to lead up to 
those seven words, and I 
can picture all too well the 
scenes between her and 
him since.

I know, because I’ve seen 
a thing or two from my 
own life and the ups and 
downs of trying to live in 
a relationship – and from 
you.

We need to admit what 
we’ve done. We need 
to explain and answer 
questions. We need to 
change what led up to it. We 
need to live a different life. 

On the other side, 
we need to listen for an 
explanation and to ask 
enough questions to 
understand. We need to 
do what it takes to get 
our emotions out and 
exposed, whether it’s cry 
or yell or talk. We need to 
acknowledge the hurt it has 
caused. 

Then we need to let it 
go – that means not using it 
against the other, not even 
bringing it up again, not 
ever referring to it in public.

That is forgiveness.
When you forgive, the 

poison drains out of you 
and you are immediately 
healthier. When you are 
forgiven a weight is lifted 
from you and you are freed 
to go on living without guilt 
or fear.

That’s humanly possible, 
but hard to do on your 
own. It’s easier for God’s 
people, since we’ve already 
experienced that from 
him. When we know that 
we are forgiven, we know 
we can forgive others, and 

MIKE
DIXON
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

BIBLE SCHOOL HELPS BACK TO SCHOOL BANG  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The congregation of the 
Redmon Christian Church 
is hosting a Bedford, Ind., 
quartet Sunday.

The Open Heart Quartet 
from Bedford, Ind.,  presents 
the gospel in song at the 
Redmon Christian Church 
Sunday, Aug. 5. 

Services begin at 9 a.m.  
All community residents are 
invited to come and hear this 
group which presents both 
contemporary and traditional 
gospel music. 

There is no charge for 
admission, but a freewill 
offering will be taken.

Open Heart Quartet performing in Redmon

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

At a recent gathering of 
United Methodists, orga-
nizers sold purple T-shirts 
quoting the Methodist 
founder John Wesley’s in-
struction: “Do Not Rash-
ly Tear Asunder.”

In Methodist circles 
these days, citing the 
founder’s admonition 
can be understood only 
as a plea for an amicable 
solution to the denomina-
tion’s coming showdown 
over homosexuality.

A special session of the 
General Conference, to 
be held in February in St. 
Louis, will decide wheth-
er, how and which church-
es within United Meth-
odism will allow openly 
gay clergy and same-sex 
marriage rites, and wheth-
er homosexuality is in-
compatible with Chris-
tian teaching. No matter 
which of three ways for-
ward is adopted at the 
meeting, it’s expected that 
some congregations will 
choose to sunder their ties 
to the worldwide body of 
United Methodism.

But if schism is at hand, 
nobody can accuse United 
Methodists of rashness.

Since the denomi-
nation’s 2016 General 
Conference, church lead-
ers have hashed out the 
question in forums and 
blogs. Entire books have 
been published present-
ing the case for unity, for 
separation or both sides 
of the question. Advocacy 
groups are already gath-
ering to strategize for the 
special conference and to 
lobby delegates and edu-
cate people in the pews.

Some of these groups 
say unity is still possible 
— and advisable, given 
the denomination’s mis-
sion to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world. 
That transcends issues of 
sexuality, they say.

“Jesus’ prayer for unity 
in John 17 is one we hold 
as a very high value,” said 
the Rev. Tom Berlin, lead 
pastor of Floris United 
Methodist Church in 
Herndon, Va., who served 
on the Commission on a 
Way Forward, a panel that 
narrowed the decision 
facing the special confer-
ence to three plans.

“Marriage and ordina-
tion of homosexual per-
sons is not a church-divid-
ing issue,” he said. “It’s a 
difficult conversation, but 
we’ve had those in the past 
with other issues, such as 
divorce and alcohol use. I 
believe we have the mus-
cle strength to show the 
world we can have unity 
with diverse opinions.”

Others assert that it’s 
time to move forward sep-
arately.

“We are hurting and 

Modern Christians skip church for a variety of reasons, seek alternatives to church membership

Methodist church 
debates whether it 
can remain united

See UNITED, Page 6B
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TAIZÉ SCHEDULED AUG. 14
ST. MARY OF THE WOODS, 

Ind. — An ecumenical Taizé 
Prayer gathering is 7-8 p.m. 
(EDT) Tuesday, Aug. 14, in the 
Church of the Immaculate 
Conception at Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods.

Persons of all faith 
traditions are invited for the 
hour-long service including 
prayer, beautiful music and a 
time for silence, spoken and 
silent prayers. The prayer 
space is lit primarily by 
candlelight offering a quiet, 
reflective, peaceful and joyful 
experience. Remaining Taizé 
gatherings are Sept. 11, Oct. 
9, Nov. 13 and Dec. 11. More 
information is available by 
calling 812-535-2952 or log 
on to Taize.ProvCenter.org.

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S
CONNECTION LUNCHEON

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. – The 
next Christian Women’s 
Connection of Terre Haute 
luncheon is 11 a.m. (EDT) 
Aug. 21 in the MCL meeting 
room at Meadows Shopping 
Center.

 The speaker is Viki Scher-
er with the program “You Can 
Plan for the Future, But You 
Can’t Predict It.” 

Schere will also discuss 
a trip to Israel. Verna Davis 
is providing the music. Call 
Julie, 812-234-7388, or Sher-
ri, 812-249-3084, to make a 
reservation.

SCOTTLAND CHURCH
CELEBRATING 135 YEARS

The Scottland United Meth-
odist Church is celebrating 
its 135th anniversary Sunday, 
Aug. 12. A  2 p.m. program 
includes speakers scheduled 
to talk about the history of the 
church and reminisce about 
times gone by. Refreshments 
follow the program.

GRACE NOTES

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

Special to The Prairie Press

Members of the recent First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Vacation Bible School have 
important roles in the 10 a.m. worship service as the church celebrates Children’s Sunday, Aug. 5.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), 201 S. 
Main Street, is celebrating 
Children’s Sunday during the 
8 and 10 a.m. worship services 
Sunday, Aug. 5.

Both services include 
popular handouts that 
highlight children, family and 
faith in both humorous and 
inspirational ways.

Children take an active 
part in the second service that 
emphasizes the importance 
and involvement of children in 
God’s Church. 

Children, preschool through 
fifth grade will help with 
ushering, reading, receiving 
the offering, serving, lighting 

candles, communion and 
benediction. 

The hymns and sermon 
for the day, “The Family God 
Wants Us To Be,” by the Rev. 
Michael C. Dixon, along 
with the leadership of youth 
pastor John Snidle, coordinate 
and reinforce the theme of 
the day. Songs the children 
learned during VBS will also be 
highlighted.

“God wants us to be a family 
and this will be a celebration of 
our family,” Dixon said. “The 
church is too often seen as just 
an adult place, but children 
are a vital part of God’s family. 
This emphasis will enable us 
to highlight the importance 
of our children at all ages, 
and to involve them in the 

worship of God in ways that are 
appropriate to their ages. It will 
be an inspiring and enjoyable 
time as we also are reminded 
that God uses children to do 
his will and speak his word, 
even when it’s not in the way 
we adults do it.”

Sunday is a follow-up to the 
FCC Vacation Bible School, 
“Time Lab,” that was this past 
week for ages 3 through grade 
5. More than 85 attended the 
9-11:45 a.m. VBS.

Parents, grandparents, 
friends and relatives are invited 
to come see the kids and share 
the worship as the church 
thanks God for children 
and families. FCC loves and 
includes all kids as evidenced 
by Children’s Sunday.

First Christian Church Children’s Sunday

Vermilion Volunteer Fire Department 
26th Annual

Pork Chop Supper 
Saturday, August 11th, 2018 

Serving 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
KC Hall, Paris, IL

Donation  
$8.00
Dine-in or
Drive-thru
(enter drive thru 

from Edgar Street)

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 08/08:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 08/10:
Roast beef,

mashed potatoes 
& gravy, garden 

salad, roll

Thur 08/09:
Pulled pork 
sandwich,

baked beans,
coleslaw or 

garden salad
Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 

sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

JUSTIN L. WOOD
Farm Real Estate Broker

455 North Main Street • Decatur, IL 62523
Cell 217-232-9664

jlwood25@gmail.com
www.soycapitalag.com

A DIVISION OF SOY CAPITAL BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

$700

991+/- Acres
11 Tracts

ExcEllEnt, WEll MaintainEd 
ProductivE FarMland

HLS# JMW-12192

Owner: Blue Mound Farm LLC

8 0 0 . 4 2 4 . 2 3 2 4  |  h a l d e r m a n . c o m

Auctioneer: Russell D. Harmeyer,  
IL Auct. Lic. #441.002337

HRES IL Auct. Lic. #417.013288

Jaret Wicker: 765.561.1737 | Howard Halderman: 260.563.8888

Auction

Parker Township 
Clark County 

Illinois

august 22nd 
6 P.M. cdt 
casEy vFW

3% BUYER’S PREMIUM

Moving to Indiana?
Give me a call today!

Judy Behan, REALTOR®

(812)841-0358

5900 S. Slaven Rd.,  Montezuma, IN

$219,900Private Acre Lot +, Finished 
Walkout Basement, 2 BR, 2.5 Bath

The Oaks Manor

Senior Living

111 South Walnut • Oakland, IL 
217-346-2042

 email:theoaksmanor@gmail.com or
find us on Facebook!

Less cost for service and care!
Beautiful, affordable, 13 private apartments 

starting at $2250.00 with monthly leases 
and now offer Adult Day Care at $15.00 

an hour.  Stop in for a tour of our home and 
meet our wonderful staff and family!

Farmers
Considering retiring, downsizing, or 

changing careers? We are a centennial 
family farm looking to expand so the 4th 
generation can start farming. If you farm 
in Moultrie and surrounding counties and 
want to help a young farmer get started 

farming, we would like to talk to you.

Contact:
Phone: (217) 791-0185

Email: rocko_2013@yahoo.com

harming each other,” said the 
Rev. Rob Renfroe, president 
of Good News, an unofficial 
evangelical ministry within 
the church. “What kind of 
unity is worth the damage we 
are doing? We can’t quit fight-
ing and we can’t escape each 
other. It’s time to quit the cage 
match.”

Whichever path they es-

pouse, everyone seems to agree 
the United Methodists have to 
move beyond the bitter debate 
that has paralyzed the denomi-
nation for decades.

“We’re in a place of crisis,” 
said the Rev. Keith Boyette, 
president of the Wesleyan 
Covenant Association, a group 
of about 300 theologically con-
servative United Methodist 
churches. “The organization is 
no longer functioning.”

Three options for ending the 

impasse are now on the table, 
with the decision in the hands 
of 864 delegates from around 
the globe who will meet at the 
special conference. The plans 
became public July 17 when 
the 32-member Commission 
on a Way Forward submitted 
them to the denomination’s 
Judicial Council for consider-
ation at its October meeting. 
The commission’s report was 
officially released in four lan-
guages July 31.

UNITED 
FROM PAGE 5B

it doesn’t cost as much as 
God’s did.

When I heard those words 
in that hotel hallway, I did not 
listen or go interfere, but I did 
pray for them – and for you – 
that we’ll never again have to 

say, “I’ve apologized for that a 
million times.”

(The Rev. Michael C.  
Dixon is pastor of the First 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) in Paris. Email him 
at firstchristian@nwcable.net. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

mailto:jlwood25@gmail.com
http://www.soycapitalag.com
mailto:theoaksmanor@gmail.com
mailto:rocko_2013@yahoo.com
mailto:firstchristian@nwcable.net
http://www.bcyhelp.com
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BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A sure sign the Edgar County school 
year is upon us is today’s fourth annu-
al Back to School Bang, underway at 
Horizon Health’s Paris Clinic.

Highly interactive, the  health and 
wellness expo is from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Paris Clinic.

The free event features interactive 
displays and health information from 
more than 10 local organizations, plus 
multiple departments of the hospital. 
Participating organizations includes 
the Paris Fire Department, Paris Police 
Department, Bee Well of Edgar Coun-
ty, Edgar County Lions Club, Edgar 
County Health Department and more. 
The Air Evac helicopter is also sched-
uled to be present.

Optional school/sports physicals 
and immunizations are available from 
9 a.m. to noon. Participants should 
bring their insurance card, immuniza-
tion records, and appropriate school 
forms. Patients will be seen on a first-
come, first-served basis.

To help fulfill the requirements for 
school, the Edgar County Dental Clin-
ic is offering free dental exams. Robert 
Blumthal, O.D. will also be providing 
free eye exams.

The Edgar County Public Health 
Department is doing a free drive 
through safety check. Have your car 
seat checked by a certified child safety 
passenger technician. Free and reduced 
cost car seats are available if your child 
is found to need one.

Other attractions include games, 
giveaways, a free photo booth, face 
painting and a bounce house. Attend-
ees are also eligible to receive free 
school supplies.

Getting kids ready to start the school 
year involves more than finding the 
perfect backpack, buying school sup-
plies, and shopping for new clothes. 
It means safeguarding their health so 
they’ll be physically ready for the chal-
lenges of heading back to school.

According to Mayo Clinic, the most 
effective way to avoid spreading or 
catching germs is hand washing.

To encourage kids and make sure 
they’ve spent enough time on this 
healthful task, ask them to sing the 
alphabet song or “Happy Birthday to 
You” from start to finish as they wash 
the fronts and backs of their hands and 
in-between fingers.

Simple soap and water is best, but 
hand sanitizers will do when soap and 
water aren’t available. 

Remind your children to always 
cough or sneeze into the crooks of 
their elbows or into their sleeves.

It’s essential for kids to get a healthy 
amount of sleep each night to stay fo-
cused throughout the day. In the sum-
mer, when it’s light after 10 p.m., it’s 
easy for bedtimes to slip. But with early 
school wake-up calls coming, it’s key 
for children and teens to get to bed so 
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Change 
sleep 
patterns

With the calendar 
currently in August and the 
new school year approach-

ing, it is 
important 
to ease 
back into 
routines 
after 
following 
a less 
structured 
schedule 
for the 
past few 
months.  

For kids, summertime 
is filled with random ad-
ventures, camps, loosened 
schedules and extended 
bedtimes. Going back to 
school doesn’t have to be 
a stressful time. The goal 
is to have a smooth and 
successful transition into 
the classroom.

Sleep is vital to children 
having a successful school 
routine. Establishing a 
new sleep schedule can be 
tricky. However, starting 
the process a week or two 
before school begins can 
help. 

The National Sleep 
Foundation suggests kids 
go to bed approximately 
a half hour earlier every 
night until the bedtime goal 
is reached, and practice 
waking up at the time 
that is needed during the 
school year. Also, it can be 
helpful for children to limit 
consuming caffeine, playing 
video games and watching 
television right before 
bedtime.

The National Sleep 
Foundation also offers 
guidelines for how much 
sleep children should get. 
Children ages 3 to 5 should 
get 10 to 13 hours of sleep; 
ages 6 to 13 should receive 
9 to 11 hours of sleep; and 
teens 14 and older should 
get 8 to 10 hours of sleep 
per night. 

Getting proper sleep can 
help regulate a child’s emo-
tions, immune system and 
energy supply. A good sleep 
pattern also is necessary for 
adults, which is just another 
reason why getting a solid 
back-to-school routine is so 
important.

(Abby Barrett is a licensed 
social worker with Hori-
zon Health. Email her at 
abarrett@pchfmc.com. This 
column is provided by mem-
bers of the Bee Well of Edgar 
County Coalition dedicated 
to making Edgar County a 
healthier place to live.)

Bee Well group gaining ground
Coalition dedicated to making Edgar County a healthier community finds success with several projects

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Bee Well of Edgar County 
has had a productive sum-
mer.

The coalition of people 
concerned about making Ed-
gar County a healthier com-
munity met Thursday, Aug. 2. 
Christina Hoffman reported 
Dashing to the Doc is going 
well with 12 children partic-
ipating in the first year of the 
program.

“We’ve started running on 
the actual course,” said Hoff-
man.

Dashing to the Doc is a 
training program for children 
to participate in the Doc Ack-
lin Race – a three-mile pub-
lic race on the cross-country 
track at Paris High School. 
The Aug. 25 race precedes the 
first cross-country invitation-
al match of the season for the 
PHS sports program.

While Dashing to the Doc 
has official practices Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings, Hoff-
man said some of the young 
participants are getting in 
extra running on their own. 
That motivation includes 

making other healthier choic-
es by some of the children.

“One kid hasn’t drunk pop 
since we started,” Hoffman 
said.

Bee Well is participating 
in Dashing to the Doc with 
Horizon Health and the Paris 
Pacers Running Club.

“This is another simple 
thing that is going to have a 
huge benefit for everyone,” 
said Mary Liz Wright.

Another healthy practice 
Wright discussed is the suc-
cess of Bee Well’s community 
garden initiative. 

This year, Marvin Smith 
of Hume and Stephanie 
Standish of Kansas entered 
produce in the Edgar Coun-
ty Fair that was grown in the 
community gardens of those 
two communities.

The Paris Community 
Garden is on hiatus this year 
awaiting finalization of Pros-
pect Bank’s downtown beau-
tification program. 

Ron George, who spear-
heads the Bee Well communi-
ty garden effort, said he wants 
an OK from the bank’s legal 
representative to develop site 

plans, including fencing and 
multiple raised beds, for a lo-
cation on Union Street.

Horizon Health Marketing 
Director Erin Frank shared 
news with the coalition. 

A film crew was in Paris and 
the surrounding area during 
Edgar County Fair Week to 
produce a three-minute video 
for use on the Athena Insight 
web platform.

“They are doing a series 
on community hospitals and 
Paris is one of four in the 
country being featured,” said 
Frank. 

In addition to filming at the 
fair to show the hospital’s in-
volvement, more footage was 
shot in Chrisman, Hume and 
Charleston as well as inter-
views with several locals that 
included Bee Well represen-
tatives.

Frank said the producer 
from Boston and the film 
crew from Texas were im-
pressed by the community. 

“We are all so busy doing 
what we do that it often takes 
somebody from outside to tell 
us what a good community 
we have,” said Wright.

ABBY
BARRETT
BEEL WEE  
OF EDGAR COUNTY

Lack of 
vacations
harmful
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

While many countries 
celebrate the health ben-
efits of generous vacation 
policies, American work-
ers are stuck with less paid 
time off and a work envi-
ronments that make it dif-
ficult to truly unplug.

If you don’t take all the 
vacation time you’re allot-
ted, you’re not alone.

If you work while you’re 
on vacation, you’re like a 
lot of other people in the 
workforce.

If you’re stressed when 
you return to the office, 
there are a number of rea-
sons for that.

There seems to be no 
question that the United 
States has an unhealthy va-
cation culture.

It ranges from how 
much time off we’re given, 
to how much vacation we 
actually take, to how we 
act while we are away from 
our jobs.

And that’s too bad.
Experts say there are a 

number of health benefits 
to enjoying a vacation... for 
both the employee and the 
employer.

“It gives you a chance 
to relax and recharge and 
clear your head,” said Al-
ison Sullivan, a career 
trend expert at the website 
Glassdoor. “Vacations re-
duce stress that can build 
up when you are working, 
working, working.”

“People do better at 
work if they take time off, 
rest, refresh and get away 
from the daily grind,” add-
ed Jeffrey Pfeffer, author of 
the book “Dying for a Pay-
check.”

“If they don’t take vaca-
tions, employees are less 
productive, less creative, 
and think less outside 
the box,” noted Ken Yea-
ger, PhD, director of the 
Stress, Trauma and Resil-
ience (STAR) program at 
The Ohio State University 
Wexner Medical Center.

That stress can produce 
some serious consequenc-
es.

A 1992 study that 
tracked workers for 20 
years concluded that men 
who didn’t take vacations 
were 30 percent more like-
ly to have a heart attack. 
For women, it was a 50 
percent greater risk.

“Stress, we know, is bad 
for our health,” says Pfeffer.

See VACATIONS, Page 8B

Get kids ready for school
Back to School Bang is sign 
parents, kids need to get 
ready for new school year 

See TIPS, Page 8B
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August 2018 
This Month’s Guide for Staying Healthy 

Employed Providers 
Dermatology  
Angela Hamilton, FNP-C 
Joy Williams, ARNP 

Endocrinology 
Dr. Rico  

EZ Care  
Jacqueline Coffman, PA-C 
Carrie Cunningham, FNP-C 
Jolena Martin, PA-C 
Sneha Patel, FNP-BC 
Matt Woodruff, PA-C 

Family Practice  
Casey Anderson, FNP-C 
  (Oakland) 
Dr. Bajaj (Oakland) 
Dr. Fore 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Debbie Griffin, FNP-C 
Danielle Ireland, FNP-C    
  (Chrisman) 
Tory Keefer, FNP-C 
Dr. Kumar 
Dr. Sheikh 
Samantha Volstorf, FNP-BC 

General Surgery 
Dr. Li 
Dr. Cosacov 

Hospitalist 
Dr. Sutton 

NAL Health Clinic 
Paige Wampler, FNP-C 

Nursing Home Care 
Susan Arp, FNP-C 
Ann Bogue, FNP-C 
Dr. Gorasiya 
 

Occupational Health  
Sara Spesard, FNP-C 
Crystal White, FNP-C 

Orthopedics  
Ronald Wheeler, MD 
Angela Hamilton, FNP-C 

Pain Management 
Lovie Cotton, CRNA 
David Grazaitis, CRNA 
Adam Schneider, CRNA 
Lee Webber, CRNA  

Pathology/
Laboratory 
Dr. Kippenbrock 

Podiatry/ 
Wound Care 
Dr. Holloway 

Radiology 
Dr. Houle 

Urogynecology  
Dr. Menchaca 

Appointment Numbers 
Dr. Batey: 217-463-1946 Dr. Namburi: 812-242-3225       

Dr. Benson: 217-258-4030 Dr. Nasser: 812-232-8164 

Dr. Blumthal: 217-463-1946 Dr. Nguyen: 217-258-2409 

Dr. Davison: 217-383-3100 Dr. Patel: 217-465-2606 x4690 
Dr. Deranian: 217-233-3101 Dr. Shatagopam: 

812-242-3175 
Bradley Grissom, APN: 
217-554-1700 

Dr. Tazudeen: 217-431-8400 

Dr. Huh: 812-232-1418 Dr. Vishwas: 812-242-3125 

Dr. Hussain, Dr. Ash, Katie 
Wilson, FNP-C: 217-366-
2670 

Dr. Wiarda: 217-258-5900 

Dr. Jeevan & Dr. R. Kumar: 
812-232-8716 

Dr. Weisbaum: 217-383-3140 

Dr. Kohli: 217-465-2606 
x4579 or 4690 

Dr. Yang: 217-466-4661 

Dr. Main: 217-383-3190  

Pain Management Clinic: 217-466-4226 

217-463-1946 

Visiting Specialists 
Cardiology 
  

Bradley Grissom, APN (Mon)—6 
Dr. Namburi (Fri)—3, 17, 31 
Dr. Nasser (Thurs)—9, 23 
Dr. Shatagopam (Thurs)—2, 16 
Dr. Wiarda (Wed)—1, 15 

Gastroenterology Dr. Batey (Tues)—21 

Nephrology Dr. R. Kumar (Fri)— 
Dr. Jeevan (Tues/Thurs/Fri)—7, 9, 17, 
23 

Neurology Dr. Tazudeen (Tues)—7, 14, 21, 28 

OB/GYN 
Gynecology 

Dr. Benson (Wed)—8, 15, 22, 29 
Dr. Weisbaum (Thurs)—16 

Oncology Dr. Huh (Thurs)—2 
Dr. Patel (Thurs)—2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Ophthalmology (Eye) Dr. Deranian—Surgery 28; Clinic 29 

Optometry (Eye) Dr. Blumthal (Mon)—6, 13, 20 

Otolaryngology (ENT) Dr. Nguyen (Thurs)—2 

Pain Management Clinic (Fri)—3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

Pulmonology, Adult Dr. Main (Wed)—8, 22 

Pulmonology, Pediatric Dr. Davison (Fri)—3 

Rheumatology Dr. Kohli (Tues/Wed)—1, 8, 15, 22, 
28, 29 

Urology Dr. Yang (Tues)—7, 14, 21 

Vascular Surgery Katie Wilson, APN (Mon)— 

Special Events & Groups 
Dashing to the Doc Tues & Thurs (through Aug. 23) 

@ 6:30pm (Paris High School) 
Back to School Bang Aug. 4 @ 9am-1pm (Paris Clinic) 

Free Adult AED/CPR Class Aug. 6 @ 8am-1pm (D) 

Stay Strong, Live Long Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 10am 
(Sutton Senior Center) 

Coaches’ Cookout Aug. 9 @ 6:30pm (Paris High 
School) 

Monthly Health Screenings Aug. 10 @ 7-9am (Paris Clinic) 
Caregiver Support Group Aug. 15 @ 3pm (B) 
Doc Acklin Race Aug. 25 @ 7:30am (Paris High 

School) 
Cancer Support Group Aug. 28 @ 10am (B) 

*Parenthesis indicate conference room/location. 

721 East Court Street, Paris • 217-465-4141  • MyHorizonHealth.org 

VACATIONS
FROM PAGE 7 B

So, with all this evidence, 
why don’t we leap at the chance 
to go on vacation?

The lack of vacation time is 
not only part of America’s busi-
ness culture. It’s also part of our 
laws.

The United Kingdom man-
dates that companies provide 
at least 28 days of vacation to 
their employees, according to 
the official UK government 
website.

Other countries such as 
Sweden and Austria require a 
minimum of 25 days.

Australia insists on 20 days, 
Mexico mandates 6 days, and 
China requires 5 days.

The U.S. government does 
not require companies to pro-
vide any vacation days. A lot 
of U.S. companies apparently 
take advantage of this lack of 
legislation, too.

A 2013 study estimated that 
almost one in four American 
workers have no paid vacation 
time. Even workers who are 
given vacation days don’t seem 
to take them.

A 2016 study by Project: 
Time Off indicated that U.S. 
workers took an average of 21 
days of vacation in May 1996. 
That fell to 16 days in March 
2016.

In fact, the average Amer-

ican worker takes only about 
half of their allotted vacation 
time, according to an article 
published on Inc.com. Even 
when we’re on the beach or in 
the mountains, we don’t com-
pletely unplug.

Research indicates that 
60 percent of employees do 
some work while they’re on 
vacation. In addition, 25 per-
cent say they’re contacted by 
a co-worker during their time 
off, and 20 percent say a super-
visor has contacted them, ac-
cording to the Inc.com article.

These statistics were backed 
up by an online survey conduct-
ed in July 2018 by Healthline.

Of the 1,245 people who re-
sponded to the survey, 62 per-
cent said they sneak in some 
work while on vacation.

About 44 percent said they 
take the vacation time allotted 
to them, but 42 percent said 
they take fewer vacation days 
than they actually have.

In all, 55 percent of respon-
dents said they take 10 days or 
less of vacation a year.

That may be because 42 per-
cent said their companies offer 
10 days or less of vacation.

And that may be why 57 per-
cent said they think their em-
ployer should grant them more 
vacation time.

Vacations are more than just 
a change of scenery.

Experts say the break from 

work provides benefits to 
both your physical and mental 
health.

The Inc.com article lists four 
major health benefits to taking 
a proper vacation.

The first is stress reduction. 
The article cites several stud-
ies, one of which notes taking 
a vacation removes people 
from activities they associate 
with stress and anxiety. Other 
research indicates the stress 
reduction extends beyond 
the vacation itself, lasting into 
the initial return to work. And 
other studies have found vaca-
tioners have fewer physical ail-
ments such as headaches and 
backaches.

The second benefit is cardio-
vascular health. Studies show 
an increased risk of heart at-
tack, even for people who skip 
just one year of vacation.

The third is improved pro-
ductivity. Researchers say va-
cations help employees focus 
when they return to work, al-
lowing them to get more work 
done in a shorter amount of 
time. A study done by Ernst & 
Young concluded that for every 
10 hours of vacation time, em-
ployees’ year-end performance 
improved by 8 percent. Anoth-
er study reported people who 
take vacations are less likely to 
leave a company.

The fourth is better sleep. 
Researchers say disrupted 

sleep is a serious problem for 
employees who have too much 
on their minds. Vacations, they 
say, help people reset their 
sleep patterns.

Experts say you can’t overes-
timate the importance of these 
benefits.

“Time off makes employees 
more productive and excited 
to come to work,” said Sullivan.

Sullivan’s company puts its 
money where its mouth is.

Glassdoor is one of at least a 
dozen U.S. firms that gives em-
ployees unlimited paid time off 
(PTO) during the year.

Sullivan said there are pa-
rameters. Managers must still 
approve PTO breaks, and pro-
ductivity is measured.

She adds their employees 
don’t abuse the system. In fact, 
Glassdoor still has to remind 
some workers to use vacation 
time.

“We encourage people to 
have work-life balance,” Sulli-
van said. “It tells them we not 
only value your work, we value 
who you are.”

Another company that pro-
vides unlimited paid time off is 
General Electric.

Stacey Hoin, senior human 
resources leader at GE Capital, 
said employees still coordinate 
vacation time with their man-
ager. Their team then works 
together to ensure coverage in 
someone’s absence.

She said no employee has 
abused the program since it be-
gan two years ago.

“This is about trust. We trust 
our employees to do the right 
thing,” Hoin told Healthline.

Hoin said she encourages 
GE employees to take ade-
quate vacation time and not 
just to run errands, keep up on 
housework and go to doctor 
appointments.

“I instead try to encourage 
my team members to take time 
that is truly dedicated to them-
selves and their well-being be-
cause that is where they’ll get 
the most benefit —mentally, 
emotionally, spiritually and 
physically,” she said.

The results, she said, are no-
ticeable.

“When people take time 
off to rest, relax and reflect, 
they come back to work with 
a renewed energy,” Hoin said. 
“I believe it makes them more 
impactful in their roles.”

TIPS
FROM PAGE 7B

they get enough quality 
sleep. Pediatricians recom-
mend children age 6 to 12 
get 9 to 12 hours of sleep a 
night and teens get 8 to 10 
hours a night.

Here are some tips to 
help children and teens get 
the sleep they need when 
they return to school.
nPower off the devic-

es. “Good sleep hygiene 
means all devices should 
be turned off an hour be-
fore bedtime,” says Andrea 
Hoopes, MD, a Kaiser 
Permanente Washington 
pediatrician. “This gives 
their brains time to un-
plug from the stimulation 
and the light from phones 
and computers.” Reading 
a book or magazine — the 
old-school-kind — can 
help kids relax right before 
bedtime.

Although sleep require-
ments vary somewhat 
among individuals, most 
adults need about eight 
hours of sleep each night, 
and children and adoles-
cents typically need more 
than eight hours. 

To get your kids ready to 
wake up earlier for school, 
consider making their bed-
times a little earlier each 
night for a week or two be-
fore school starts. Sticking 
to a routine is important 
too, so don’t let weekends 
become late-night free-for-
alls.

nConsider darkening 
shades. The clock says it’s 
bedtime, but it’s still light 
out. That can interfere with 
a child’s sleep. Darkening 
shades can block out distract-
ing light and help your child 
drift off more easily.
nEase off caffeine. Your 

child or teen should stop 
drinking anything with caf-
feine, including sodas and 
energy drinks, after noon. 
That way, by bedtime, the 
stimulant will be out of their 
system.
nAs schoolkids get old-

er, they tend to carry heavier 
books. 

A load of books with a lap-
top can weigh as much as 30 
pounds. That can spell shoul-
der, neck and back strain for 
young people and affect their 
posture.

Make sure your child’s 
backpack fits well, with pad-
ding on the shoulder straps 
that can be loosened and 
tightened to ensure a snug fit 
depending on the contents. 
Make sure the backpack is 
always worn with both straps 
over both shoulders, not one 
slung over one arm, which 
adds to the pressure on that 
arm.

Some parents are switching 
to rolling backpacks, which 
can definitely ease the load on 
young shoulders. “But many 
schools don’t allow them,” 
Mellott says, “because they 
can be considered a tripping 
hazard.” Check to make sure 
your child’s school allows 
them.

Special to The Prairie Press

As the school year approaches, it’s time for parents and 
children to make preparations to ensure a healthy start to 
the year.

http://www.myhorizonhealth.org
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Across
1. One-time money in Spain
 8. “Got _ __ of one”
13. Set a framework for
14. Cover with drops of water
15. One who does something for
 a living
19. Germanium
20. An enclosure for confining 
livestock
21. Locks a door
22. Buddy
23. Supplement with difficulty
24. Not moving
25. Islamic unit of weight
26. Warmers
30. Hindu queen
31. Border river near Bosnia and 
Herzegovina
32. Analyzed
33. Caps
34. Pastime
35. Contrary belief
38. Walking devices
39. Accustom to something 
unpleasant
40. Singing methods
44. Shouts of farewell
45. Hand (Spanish)
46. Small constellation
47. Cardinals are this
48. Gives a hoot
49. Chatter incessantly
50. Thallium
51. Making very hot
55. Hours (Spanish)
57. Remove completely
58. Eyeglasses
59. Rubbed clean

Clues Down
 1. Blues Traveler frontman
 2. Found it!
 3. Killed
 4. A helper to Santa
 5. Male fashion accessory
 6. Autonomic nervous system
 7. US Attorney General
 8. Greek sophist
 9. The world of the dead 
(Norse myth.)
10. Excessive and dangerous 
dose
11. One who receives a legacy
12. Brooded

16. Hindu warrior king
17. Used to anoint
18. One point east (clockwise) 
of due north
22. Connecting part of the 
brain stem
25. Most uncommon
27. Do-nothings
28. Emerge
29. Neat
30. Herb of tropical Asia
32. Reviews poorly
34. Waterproof overshoes
35. Fireplace floors
36. Surround

CROSSWORD

37. Regretted
38. One who whips
40. Ticket price
41. Calming
42. Citrus fruit
43. Drooped
45. An explorer’s necessity
48. Speak profanely
51. Pouch
52. A type of date (abbr.)
53. Away from
54. Large beer
56. Once more

Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

More states sue to end
3D online plans sales

SEATTLE (AP) — 
More states are suing the 
Trump administration to 
dissolve a settlement it 
reached with a company 
that wants to post instruc-
tions online for making 
3D-printed firearms that 
are hard to trace and de-
tect.

Mostly Democratic at-
torneys general from 19 
states, plus the District of 
Columbia, filed an amend-
ed complaint Friday asking 

a judge make it illegal to share 
plans on creating printable 
plastic weapons. One Repub-
lican — Colorado’s attorney 
general — joined the lawsuit.

It comes days after U.S. 
District Judge Robert Las-
nik blocked the plans from 
being released until Aug. 28. 
He has scheduled an Aug. 21 
hearing on the states’ request 
to reverse the U.S. State De-
partment’s agreement with 
Austin, Texas-based Defense 
Distributed.

The settlement jeopardizes 
states’ ability to enforce gun 
laws, including background 
checks, and puts public safe-
ty at risk, the complaint said. 
The availability of plastic guns 
threatens safety in prisons 
and jails and makes air travel 
more susceptible to terrorist 
attacks, the states said.

“The states and the District 
of Columbia have a clear and 
reasonable fear that the prolif-
eration of untraceable, unde-
tectable weapons will enable 
convicted felons, domestic 
abusers, the mentally ill, and 
others who should not have 
access to firearms to acquire 
and use them,” Lasnik said in 
his temporary order Tuesday.

Defense Distributed owner 
Cody Wilson, a self-described 
crypto-anarchist, has said, 
“governments should live in 
fear of their citizenry.” His 
company seeks to make guns 
accessible to everyone, mak-
ing, “meaningful gun regula-
tion impossible,” according to 
the complaint.

Wilson’s lawyer, Josh Black-
man, told The Associated 
Press on Friday that they 
are, “still considering our op-
tions,” but did not elaborate.

He told the judge this week 
the safety risks claimed by the 
states is largely exaggerated 
because many of the files are 
already online.

Washington state Assistant 
Attorney General Jeff Rupert 
acknowledged that some files 
are out there but hopes the 
court rulings will make it clear 
that any new posts violate fed-
eral law.

A group of gun-rights ad-
vocates called the Firearms 
Policy Coalition responded 
to the judge’s order by creat-
ing a website with plans for 
various firearms, including 
the Liberator, a 3D-printable 
single-shot handgun.

“Our Constitution’s First 
Amendment secures the 

right of all people to engage 
in truthful speech, including 
by sharing information con-
tained in books, paintings, 
and files,” the group said in 
a statement online. “Should 
any tyrants wish to chill or 
infringe the rights of the Peo-
ple, we would welcome the 
opportunity to defend free-
dom whenever, wherever, and 
however necessary.”

Kris Brown, co-president 
of the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence, a 
gun-control advocacy group, 
said the Firearms Policy Co-
alition’s, “reckless and dan-
gerous behavior,” isn’t a con-
stitutional position but, “a 
publicity stunt that will lead 
to someone being hurt or 
killed.”

Washington state Attorney 
General Bob Ferguson urged 
the federal government to 
enforce the court order pro-
hibiting distribution of down-
loadable gun files.

The states suing are: Wash-
ington, Connecticut, Mary-
land, New Jersey, New York, 
Oregon, California, Colo-
rado, Delaware, Hawaii, Illi-
nois, Iowa, Minnesota, North 
Carolina, Rhode Island, Ver-
mont, Virginia, Massachu-
setts, Pennsylvania and the 
District of Columbia.

The expanded lawsuit 
comes as a group of con-
gressional Democrats intro-
duced legislation that would 
block online instructions for 
3D-printed guns, which are 
largely undetectable at secu-
rity checkpoints, according a 
statement released Friday by 
U.S. Reps. Ted Deutch and 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
of Florida, Brad Schneider of 
Illinois and Carolyn Maloney 
of New York.

“This isn’t about freedom 
of information; this is about 
our national security and our 
public safety,” Rep. Deutch 
said.

Another measure intro-
duced this week requires 
plastic guns to have serial 
numbers and enough metal to 
make them visible on screen-
ing machines.

President Donald Trump 
has questioned whether his 
administration should have 
agreed to allow the plans to be 
posted online, tweeting Tues-
day that the idea, “doesn’t 
seem to make much sense!”

Since then, he has been 
largely silent on the issue.

Rauner signs new 
child-restraint law

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) 
— Illinois children must ride 
in rear-facing child-restraint 
seats in automobiles until 
age 2 under a law Gov. Bruce 
Rauner signed.

The Republican OK’d the 
measure for small backseat 
passengers Friday.

Rear-facing restraints are 
recommended by the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics.

Children taller than 40 
inches or weighing more than 
40 pounds are exempt.

Rep. Emanuel “Chris” 

Welch is a sponsor of the leg-
islation. 

The Hillside Democrat says 
it replaces a law that merely 
required motorists to provide 
an approved safety seat for 
children under 8.

The initial plan in the Sen-
ate by Tinley Park Democrat 
Sen. Michael Hastings hit a 
snag because it included a $75 
fine for first-time offenders. 
Lawmakers found that un-
fair. Welch says the law leaves 
penalties to authorities’ dis-
cretion.
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SPRINGFIELD – The Illi-
nois State Police Merit Board 
is currently processing appli-
cations for Cadet Class 129, 
which is tentatively sched-
uled to begin April 2019. 

In order to be considered 
for this cadet class, the merit 
board must receive a com-
pleted application and all 
required documentation by 
Aug. 15, 2018. Individuals 
interested in a law enforce-
ment career are encouraged 
to visit the ISP Merit Board 
website http://recruit-
ment.iosolutions.com/On-

l i n e - J o b - A p p l i c a t i o n s /
Police-Job-A pplicat ions/
ISP-Merit-Board-IL -State-
Trooper-Application-2014.
html, to complete an appli-
cation.  

Cadets receive cut-
ting-edge training in a va-
riety of law enforcement 
functions. Initially, all ISP 
Academy graduates are as-
signed to patrol; however, 
Troopers have the oppor-
tunity to transition to one 
of the many specialty func-
tions. Opportunities include 
crime scene investigations, 
SWAT, becoming a pilot, K-9 
officer, investigator, motor-

cycle officer or safety educa-
tion officer on patrol.

Anyone with questions 
about becoming an ISP of-
ficer can contact Sergeant 
Hector Alejandre or Special 
Agent Jarran Riley. Alejan-
dre can be reached by tele-
phone at (708) 522-4946 
or email at Hector_Alejan-
dre@isp.state.il.us. Riley 
can also be reached by tele-
phone at (217) 558-5902 or 
e-mail at Jarran_Riley@isp.
state.il.us.

More information about 
the application process is 
also available at www.illi-
noistrooper.com.

State police applications
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors.  New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Spesard Culvert Sales, 
Ridge Farm, IL. Steels and 
aluminum culvers. Plastic tile 
and fittings. 8-inch to 36-inch in 
stock. Up to 144-inch available. 
217-304-1005.

Spencer’s Siding, 
Window Replacement 
& Construction.
Phone 217-686-0055

Will haul just about anything 
from your buildings or yard.  Will 
also buy small animals.  Will 
also haul away wooden or metal 
posts, farm gates or mowers.
Oakland, IL.  217-218-8801

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED
Run Midwest only. Van & flatbed.  
Avg $0.50 per mile.  Can be 
home 2-3 nights per week & 
weekends.  1 yr exp required. 
Class A CDL. 217-712-0429

Saturday Only
405 E. Elm Street
Aug. 4, 9am-2pm
Clothes: Fox & American Eagle, 
books & household items

Huge Yard Sale
516 W Grant St, Paris
Fri, 8/10, 8am-3pm
Sat, 8/11, 8am-3pm
71 SS El Camino, motorcycle 
trailer, exercise equipment, lots 
of toys, many items for men, 
tires, wheels, seats, fender skirts, 
lots of misc car parts, clothes for 
men and women. Something for 
everyone.

Garage Sale
304 W Blackburn, Paris, IL
Fri.,8/10,  8am-2pm
Sat., 8/11, 8am- ?
Clothes, grinder with stand, new 
shark mop, angle iron, lots of misc.

Garage Sale 
104 Rebecca Drive 
(Buckingham Estates).  
Tues, 8/7, 4-7pm
Weds, 8/8 , 4-7pm
Women’s clothing (med-xl), 
men’s (XL-2XL),  12-18 mos 
girls, 4-5 girls, 5-8 boys, 
shoes, swimwear, household 
furnishings, kitchen items, baby 
items, decorations, longaberger, 
solid wood dining room table 
with 8 chairs, and more.  No early 
sales, NRFA.

Moving Sale
440 W Crawford Street
Thurs., 8/16,  4-7:30 pm
Fri., 8/17 7:30am-2 pm
2 wheel utility trailer, file 
cabinets, area rug, alpaca 
wall hanging, kitchen chairs, 
refrigerator, stove, washer & 
dryer, freezer, small dresser, 
lamps, older bow flex, stuffed 
animals, 2 lazy boy chairs, desks, 
baby boy 18 mo. - 2T clothes, 
womens clothes S-L, lots of stuff, 
NRFA

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

Counselor Position
Vermilion County Rape Crisis 
Center.  The Vermilion County 
Rape Crisis Center is seeking a 
dedicated individual to provide 
counseling to adult and child 
victims of sexual assault in 
Edgar, Clark and southern 
Vermilion counties.  This full time 
position requires a minimum of a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work, 
Psychology or related Human 

Services Field.    The position will 
work mainly out of a Paris, Illinois 
office and provide services 
at various locations in Edgar, 
Clark and southern Vermilion 
county.  Some evenings and 
weekends required.    On call 
rotation required.   Must have a 
valid driver’s license and reliable 
transportation as frequent 
travel is required.  Salary 
commensurate with experience.  
Health insurance offered.  Send 
resume, cover letter, and three 
professional references by 
August 10th, 2018 to Clinical 
Director by email to counselor.
vcrcc@gmail.com.

For Sale - Amana Washer
2 years old - $150.00
217-264-2646

HOOF & PAW PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

LARGE 2-DAY ESTATE TAG SALE! 
AUGUST 10TH 8AM-5PM & 
AUGUST 11TH 8AM-2PM 962 E. 
PELLS PAXTON, IL ANTIQUES, 
TOOLS, FURNITURE, 
APPLIANCES, MILITARY, MORE! 
217-781-4131 www.
STREBECKAUCTIONS.com

House For Rent
512 LaSalle St., Paris. 2 story, 3-4 
bedroom, 2 bath.  $700/mo plus 
$700 deposit. No smoking. No 
pets. Must have references. 
Call or text 217-822-3644.

Very nice, newly remodeled, 
2BR home. No pets, $550 a 
month + deposit.  Call 217-264-
1379 and leave message.

1 Bedroom home, off street 
parking, large yard, central air, 
appliances furnished, $500/
month, $500 deposit, 1 year 
lease. Please call 217-251-6290

22 Payne Dr., Paris
$85,000
3 bedroom 1 bath home
Call 217-463-1083

Historic house for sale
4 bedroom, 3 bath
Completely renovated with 
carriage house. Oversized garage 
on 2.5 acres. Call 217-822-0802 
or  217-465-2620.
 313 W. Blackburn, Paris, IL.

House for Sale - 1107 S Main St.
3 Bedroom, C/A, newer furnace.
1 1/2 garage, 1 1/2 bathroom
100% financing
217-822-5991

50 acres farm ground, 
3 grain bins. Edgar County, 
Illinois, Embarrass twp. 
Rt 133 N on Isabel Rd. 
W side of Rd. $465.000.t OBO.  
Call 217-349-8884.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice 1bd room apt 
$495+dep 1yr lease 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!   No pets.
217-264-9634

1 bedroom, 1 bath apt, 
with garage.
220 W. Court St.
All utilities included
$725/mo + deposit
Call 217-822-0541

Nice 2br apt , $525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

2-bedroom, 2-bath, 1-car 
garage duplex for rent in 
Paris. Clean and freshly painted. 
Washer/dryer included. 
Contact (217)251-9246 or stop 
by Joe’s Pizza and talk to Eno for 
details.

For Sale
2008 Pontiac Grand Prix
83,000 miles
Asking $5,200 OBO.
Call 217-463-9440 after 6pm.

***THE BOAT DOCK*** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-793-7300
 www.theboatdock.com 
***THE BOAT DOCK***

TOP CASH PAID!  FOR OLD 
MOTORCYCLES! 1900-1979. 
DEAD OR ALIVE! 920-371-0494

Colman’s RV. We buy/consign 
used.  Campers & RV’s! 
217-787-8653 
www.colmansrv.com

FREON R12 WANTED
CERTIFIED BUYER will PAY CA$H 
for R12 cylinders or cases of 
cans. 
(312) 291-9169; 
www.refrigerantfinders.com

State Of Illinois
In The Circuit Court Of 

The Fifth Judicial Circuit
Edgar County – In Probate

In The Matter Of The Estate Of
Barbara Dickenson,
Deceased.
No. 2018-P-44

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
BARBARA DICKENSON, of Paris, 
Illinois, who died on June 17, 2018.  
Letters of Office as Independent 
Executor were issued on July 
12, 2018 to CYNTHIA J. WALLS, 
18336 Clinton Road, Paris, Illinois 
61944, whose attorney is E. 
Robert Anderson of Anderson 
Law Offices, 1204 North Main 
Street, P.O. Box 10, Paris, Illinois 
61944.
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before January 21, 
2019 and any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the Executor and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.
Cynthia J. Walls, 
Independent Executor
By: E. Robert Anderson
E. Robert Anderson
Anderson Law Offices 
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
(217) 465-3535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

FIRST BANK & TRUST, IL, 
Plaintiff,
vs
KAREN S. BARNES, Unknown 
Owners and Non-record 
Claimants,
Defendants.
Case No.  2018-CH-24

PUBLICATION NOTICE
The requisite affidavit for publi-
cation having been filed, notice 
is hereby given you, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, Defendants in the 
above-entitled suit, that the said 
suit has been commenced in the 

Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Illinois, by Plaintiff against you 
and other defendants, praying for 
the foreclosure of a mortgage re-
corded on the premises described 
as follows, to-wit:
THE EAST HALF OF LOT NO.2 IN 
McGEE’S ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF PARIS.  IN EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.
PREIN: 09-18-01-433-007
Common Address: 201 South 
High Street, Paris, IL 61944
and which mortgage was record-
ed on property with the Edgar 
County Recorder of Deeds, on 
July 27, 2016, as Document No. 
2018-00001554.
And for such other relief prayed, 
that the summons was duly 
issued out of the Circuit Court 
of Edgar County against you as 
provided by law, and that said suit 
is now pending.
NOW THEREFORE, UNLESS 
YOU, the above Defendants, file 
your answer to the Complaint 
in this suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, at the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Edgar County located 
in the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, IL 61944, on or before the 
24th day of August, 2018, default 
may be entered against you at 
any time after that day and a 
judgment entered in accordance 
with the prayer contained in the 
Complaint.
DATED:   July 17,  2018,  at Paris,  
Illinois.
Angela R. Barrett
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Richard L. James
328 N. Central P 0 Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982 rli@
rjameslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

PARIS, EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

INRE: UNION DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT NO. 1 BY USERS OF 
THE TOWNS OF KANSAS AND 
ASHMORE, COUNTIES OF EDGAR 
AND COLES, STATE OF ILLINOIS 
(Polecat Drain).
No. 15
DRAINAGE ELECTION NOTICE
INRE: UNION DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT NO. 1 BY USERS OF 
THE TOWNS OF KANSAS AND 
ASHMORE, COUNTIES OF EDGAR 
AND COLES, STATE OF ILLINOIS 
(Polecat Drain)
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that an election will be held on 
September 4, 2018, from 2:00 
P.M. to 4:00 P.M. at 4271 N. 125th 
Street, Kansas, Illinois, at the 
Yellow Shed, which is within the 
boundaries of said Drainage dis-
trict, for the purpose of electing 
a Drainage Commissioner of said 
Drainage District for a term of 
three (3) years.
 Every adult owner of land in said 
District, whether residing within 
or without the District is entitled 
to vote, and if a resident of the 
State of Illinois, is eligible to the 
office of Drainage Commissioner.  
Dated this 3rd day of August, 
2018.
Angela R. Barrett
Circuit Clerk of Edgar County
Illinois, Ex Officio Clerk of said 
Drainage District.
JAMES R. PING, II
TAPELLA & EBERSPACHER LLC
P.O. Box 627
Mattoon, IL  61938-0627
T: 217-639-7800
F: 217-639-7810
ping@tapellalaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

FIRST BANK & TRUST, IL, f/k/a 
FIRST BANK & TRUST, SB,
Plaintiff, 
vs 
SARAH KRABEL JONES, JAYCE  
KRABEL,       a minor, being all the 
Heirs of RONALD  A.              KRABEL, 
deceased,   Unknown Owners and 
Non-record  Claimants.                                                  
Defendants.
Case No.  2018-CH-23

PUBLICATION NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for publi-
cation having been filed, notice 

is hereby given you, UNKNOWN  
OWNERS  and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, Defendants  in the 
above  entitled suit, that the said 
suit has been commenced in the 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Illinois,  by Plaintiff  against  you 
and other  defendants,  praying  
for the foreclosure  of a mortgage 
recorded on the premises de-
scribed as follows, to-wit:

LOT NO. 10 IN BLOCK  NO. 20 
IN THE RAILROAD  ADDITION  
TO THE TOWN, NOW CITY, OF 
CHRISMAN.  IN EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.
PREIN:  11-03-35-259-009
Common  Address:  316 South 
lllinois, Chrisman, IL 61924
and which mortgage was record-
ed on property with the Edgar 
County Recorder of Deeds, on 
June 28, 2005, as Document No. 
05-0001906.
And for such other relief prayed, 
that the summons was duly 
issued out of the Circuit Court 
of Edgar County against you as 
provided by law, and that said suit 
is now pending.
NOW THEREFORE, UNLESS  
YOU, the above Defendants,  file 
your answer to the Complaint 
in this suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, at the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Edgar County located in 
the Edgar County  Courthouse,  
Paris, IL 61944, on or before the 
24th day of August, 2018, default 
may be entered against you at 
any time after that day and a 
judgment entered in accordance 
with the prayer contained in the 
Complaint.
Dated: July 17, 2018, 
at Paris, Illinois
Angela R. Barrett
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Richard L. James
328 N. Central, PO Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982 
rlj@rjameslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ELIZABETH A. DAYTON, 
Deceased
No. 2018-P- 43

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
ELIZABETH A. DAYTON.  Letters 
of Office were issued on July 
11, 2018, to DANIEL J. DAYTON, 
811 Ten Broeck, Paris, Il 61944, 
as independent co-executor, 
whose attorney is FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. 
Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944.
Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before January 22, 
2019, (which is at least six months 
from the date of first publication 
of this Notice) and any claim not 
filed within the applicable period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
DANIEL J. DAYTON,
Independent Executor
FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. 
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/ 465-4196
FAX: 217/ 466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS, EDGAR COUNTY   

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,
Vs.
RONALD A. McPHEARSON, 
GREGORY S McPHEARSON, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-52

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 

NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 
AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS

Notice is hereby given to RONALD 
A McPHEARSON, GREGORY 
McPHEARSON, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS, that a Complaint 
has been filed in the above 
entitled cause on July 17, 2018 re-
questing abatement of nuisance, 
demolition of unsafe buildings, 
and other relief.
(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above.
(ii) The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.
(iii) The name of the title 
holder of record is RONALD A. 
McPHEARSON, GREGORY S 
McPHEARSON.
(iv) The legal description of the 
property is:
Lot No. 2 of Rock Hill Subdivision 
No. w of a part of Outlet No. 160 
to the City of Paris, Edgar County, 
IL, recorded in Book 4 of the Plats, 
Page 100 of Records of Edgar 
County, Illinois.
PREIN: 09-18-01-434-008
(v) Common address of subject 
real estate is:
103 N. High Street, Paris, Illinois
RONALD A. McPHEARSON, 
GREGORY S McPHEARSON, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS 
are served by publication of 
this Notice.  Unless RONALD 
A. McPHEARSON, GREGORY 
S McPHEARSON, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS file an answer to 
the Complaint in this case or 
otherwise make an appearance 
in this case on or before August 
24, 2018, a default judgment may 
be entered against such RONALD 
A. McPHEARSON, GREGORY 
S McPHEARSON, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS at any time after that 
day in accordance with the reme-
dies requested in the Complaint.

Angela R. Barrett
CIRCUIT CLERK
FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email: service@fgklaw.net

DRAINAGE ELECTION NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that an 
election will be held on Tuesday, 
the 4th day of September, 2018 
at the residence of Herbert 
Aden, 2330 E County Road 
1350 N, Newman, IL 61942, 
Douglas County, Illinois, for the 
purpose of electing one Drainage 
Commissioner for the Drainage 
District No. 1 of Newman and 
Murdock, for a term of three 
years.  The polls of said election 
will open at the hour of 2:00 p.m. 
and close at 4:00 p.m. of said day.
Dated this 17th day of July, 2018.

Julie Mills
Circuit Clerk and 
Ex-Officio Clerk of said Drainage 
District

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JENNINGS

IN THE JENNINGS 
CIRCUIT COURT

IN THE MATTER OF:
BB-DOB 10/15/2001
A CHILD IN ALLEGED TO BE A 
CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES
AND
JASON C. BUTLER (BIOLOGICAL 
FATHER)

CAUSE NUMBER: 
40C01-1711-JC-000116

SUMMONS FOR SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION & NOTICE OF 

CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES 
HEARING 

TO:Jason C. Butler  
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to 
the above noted parent whose 
whereabouts are unknown, that 
the Indiana Department of Child 
Services has filed its Verified 
Petition Alleging the child to be in 

SATURDAY,  
AUGUST 4, 2018 10B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

JOHN H. SAYRE ESTATE ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Chrisman, IL - July 23- August 6 @ 5 p.m. (IL Time)
Gold, Coins, Antiques, Quality Furniture, Collectibles, John 

Deere S240 Riding Mower, Garage, Household & More!
Online bidding: www.calliebaber.hibid.com

Need a Certified Personal Property Appraisal? 
Give us a call! 

Follow us on Facebook for all the latest news!
“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

For Rent
3 bedroom, 2 bath

1 car attached garage
$650/mo. rent

No pets, No smoking
223 N High St, Paris

(217) 202-7950
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Dimond Bros
Insurance Since 1867

111 Sheriff St.  |  Paris, IL 61944 
217.465.5041  |  DimondBros.com

Follow Us on Facebook:
facebook.com/dimondbros

IT'S Back 
to School
TIME!
During this busy back to school 
time, we want to  
say thank you for trusting  
Dimond Bros. to protect the 
people and things you love 
most.  Wishing all of our  
community children and 
educators a  wonderful school 
year.

Stop by today for a free, no obligation 
home and auto insurance quote!

in Need of Services, in accordance 
with I.C. 31-34-9-3, and that an 
adjudication hearing has been 
scheduled with the Court. 

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED 
to appear before the Judge of the 
Jennings Circuit Court, 24 North 
Pike Street, Vernon, IN 47282 
- 812-352-3082 for a(n) Initial 
hearing on 13th day of September 
20, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. At said 
hearing, the Court will consider 
the Petition and evidence thereon 
and will render its decision as to 
whether the above named minor 
child is a child in need of services 
and shall enter adjudication 
accordingly. Your failure to appear 
after lawful notice will be deemed 
as your default and waiver to be 
present at said hearing. 

UPON ENTRY OF SAID 
ADJUDICATION, A 
DISPOSITIONAL HEARING will be 
helf in which the Court will con-
sider (1) Alternatives for the care, 
treatment, or rehabilitation for the 
child; (2) The necessity, nature, 
and extent of your participation 
in the program of care, treatment, 
or rehabilitation for the child; and 
(3) Your financial responsibility 
for any services provided for the 
parent, guardian or custodian of 
the child including child support. 

YOU MUST RESPOND by appear-
ing in person or by an attorney 
within thirty (30) days after the 
last publication of this notice, 
and in the event you fail to do so, 
an adjudication on said petition, 
judgment by default, may be en-
tered against you without further 
notice.  

Date this 16th day of July, 2018.

Mary Dorsett Kilgore   
Clerk, Jennings Circuit & Superior 
Courts 

Harriet Cable, 34530-03
Attorney, Indiana Department of 
Child Services
2017 Crestwood Drive
North Vernon, IN 47265
Office:  812.493.1424

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
RICHARD H. LAND,
Deceased.
No. 2018-P-45

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 

RICHARD H. LAND of Chrisman, 
Illinois.  Letters of office were 
issued to Amy Land of 717 South 
State St., Westville IL 61883 and 
Robert Land of 16545 E. 260 
N. Rd., Ridge Farm, IL 61870 as 
Independent Co-Executors.

Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the Circuit Clerk’s office at 
the Edgar County Courthouse; 115 
W Court St, Paris, IL 61944, or with 
the representative, or both, on, or 
before February 4, 2019 (which is 
at least six months from the date 
of first publication of this Notice). 
Any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it is filed.

AMY LAND & ROBERT LAND, 
Independent Co-Executors of 
the Estate of RICHARD H. LAND, 
Deceased

BY: RAMMELKAMP BRADNEY, P.C., 
their attorneys

By: /s/ Anthony J. DelGiorno,  
Attorney
Attorneys for Independent 
Co-Executors:
Rammelkamp Bradney, P.C.
Anthony J. DelGiorno
741 South Grand Avenue West
Springfield, IL 62704
Tel. 217/522-6000
Fax. 217/522-6018
Email: tony@rblawyers.net

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on July 31, 2018 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:
BEE SWEET BOUTIQUE
Located at: 115 N. Central, 
Paris, IL 
Owner(s): Stephanie McKenna
Dated:  July 31, 2018
                             August H. Griffin
                            Edgar County Clerk

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given by the 
Board of Education of Community 
Unit School District No. 4 in the 
County of Edgar, State of Illinois 
that a budget for said School 
District for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2019, will be on file and 
conveniently available to public 

inspection at the Office of the 
Superintendent, 15601 U.S. Hwy 
150, City of Paris, Illinois, from and 
after 8:00 A.M. on the 9th day of 
August, 2018.

Notice is further hereby given that 
a public hearing on said budget 
will be held at 6:15 P.M. on the 12th 
day of September, 2018, at the 
Crestwood School board room. 

Dated this 8th day of August, 
2018.
Paul Porter, Secretary
Community Unit School 
District #4
County of Edgar
State of Illinois

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
ROSE ANN HANCOCK, 
Deceased 
No. 2018-P-46

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
ROSE ANN HANCOCK.  Letters of 
Office were issued on 30th day of 
July, 2018 to GARY G. HANCOCK, 
9794 800th Street, Paris , IL 
61944 and PAMA LEE BROWN, 
9974 E. 900th Road, Paris, IL, 
as Independent Co-Executors, 
whose attorney is FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. 
Central Ave., Paris, IL  61944. 

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before February 5th, 
2019, (which is at least six months 
from the date of first publication 
of this Notice) and any claim not 
filed within the applicable period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed. 

GARY G. HANCOCK
Independent Co-Executor

PAMA LEE BROWN
Independent Co-Execitpr 

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. 
Paris, IL  61944 
Phone:  217/ 465-4196 
FAX:  217/ 466-1213

mailto:tony@rblawyers.net
http://www.dimondbros.com
http://www.facebook.com/dimondbros
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Back pay checks 
sent out to 900 
Illinois workers

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — 
Checks have been sent out to 
more than 900 Illinois workers 
to cover back pay owed since 
2011.

Comptroller Susana 
Mendoza said the checks were 
issued to Department of Public 
Health workers. Mendoza said 
the department is the first state 
agency to issue vouchers to her 
office, enabling the money to 
be paid.

“As soon as other agencies 
submit vouchers, we will get the 
back pay checks out quickly,” 
she said.

Gov. Bruce Rauner’s office 
said some agencies are working 
through technical issues to get 
the back pay out.

“Our intention is to have all 
the issues resolved and have 
all the vouchers delivered for 
payment next month,” said 
Patty Schuh, Rauner spokes-
woman. “We are working to get 
employees the money they are 
due as quickly as possible.”

Other agencies that will be 
issuing back pay are the Correc-
tions, Juvenile Justice, Human 
Services and the Natural Re-
sources departments, according 
to the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal 
Employees.

State lawmakers included 
$63 million in Illinois’ current 
budget to take care of the back 
wages, which they described as 
the state’s oldest outstanding 
bill, The (Springfield) State 
Journal-Register reported. 
Both parties supported includ-
ing the money.

Former Gov. Pat Quinn said 
in 2011  the state couldn’t pay a 
2 percent raise to the workers 
because lawmakers didn’t 
appropriate enough money.

About 24,000 state workers 
are owed pay dating back to 
2011. Some of those workers 
have since retired.

Fraudster ex-cop 
sentenced

CHICAGO (AP) — A former 
Chicago police officer has been 
sentenced to six months in 
prison for income tax fraud that 
netted him about $300,000.

Steven Segura was sen-
tenced Thursday by U.S. District 
Judge Andrea Wood, who or-
dered him to repay the amount 
stolen. Prosecutors asked for a 
2 and 2 ½- year prison sentence 
as called for under federal 
sentencing guidelines.

The 42-year-old Segura 
pleaded guilty in December to 
five counts of mail fraud and 
making false claims to the 
Internal Revenue Service.

The former officer sobbed 
several times, saying he takes, 
“responsibility for my actions.” 
Segura told the judge he had 
been an alcoholic for 25 years 
but is now sober.

In a sentencing filing, pros-
ecutors said Segura created 
phony trusts and filed multiple 
tax returns for three years, false-
ly claiming refunds in excess of 
$1 million.

Rauner signs laws 
aimed at backlog

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — 
Gov. Bruce Rauner has signed 
laws designed to cut back on a 
growing and costly backlog in 
determining Medicaid eligibility 
for nursing home residents.

The Republican signed 
legislation Thursday that allows 
banks to share financial infor-
mation with the state about cli-
ents who need institutional care. 
He also signed a law eliminating 
the need for annual Medicaid 
re-determination in cases where 
financial circumstances have 
not changed.

The Associated Press report-
ed in June there is a backlog 
of 15,000 people awaiting 
state officials’ determination 
of eligibility for the state-fed-
eral Medicaid health care plan. 
They’ve already moved to nurs-
ing homes so nursing homes 
have been fronting about $300 
million in costs while waiting for 
the state.

Rockford rocket science
Ingersoll Machine Tools’ “Mongoose” will send humans deeper into the solar system

BY ISAAC GUERRERO
Rockford Register Star

ROCKFORD, Ill. (AP) — 
Ingersoll Machine Tools has 
built the largest machine of its 
kind in the world for world's 
richest man — Amazon boss 
Jeff Bezos, who will use the 
engineering marvel to build 
rockets to carry humans to the 
moon and maybe even Mars.

It took three years to design 
and manufacture the Sas-
quatch-sized machine, which 
stands 51 feet tall, 136 feet 
long and 43 feet wide. The 
machine — its trademarked 
name is Mongoose — will 
be disassembled in coming 
weeks and shipped to Bezos' 
Blue Origin rocket factory, at 
Kennedy Space Center's Ex-
ploration Park on Merritt Is-
land, Florida.

There, the machine will be 
reassembled and will manu-
facture cryogenic tanks that 
will be filled with liquid ox-
ygen and hydrogen to fuel 
rockets. The machine also 
will build fairings — large 
aerodynamic structures that 
encapsulate rocket payloads 
like satellites and other critical 
equipment.

Tino Oldani, 73, has led In-
gersoll Machine Tools since 
2003, when Camozzi Group 
of Italy paid $15.7 million for 
the company's forerunner, 
Ingersoll International, which 
went bankrupt. Oldani, the 
company's CEO and pres-
ident, has transformed the 
dusty, century-old factory into 
a place that quite literally man-
ufactures the future.

"Rockford, Illinois, is back 

on the map of manufactur-
ing. We don't talk about that 
much, but there are some very 
good things happening here," 
Oldani said Tuesday while 
showcasing The Mongoose 
for reporters and business 
leaders.

Under Oldani's direction, 
Ingersoll Machine Tools has 
become a major player in the 
aerospace industry. It's made 
a name for itself building big 
fiber placement machines — 
imagine a 3-D printer the size 
of a building, equipped with 
robotic bells and whistles 
— that makes durable, light-
weight custom parts from car-
bon fiber-reinforced plastic.

Seventy percent of the fuse-
lage of the Boeing 787, for ex-
ample, is made with Ingersoll's 
fiber placement machines. 

And Ingersoll built the rotat-
ing base for the world's largest 
telescope, which was installed 
in Hawaii four years ago. The 
Mongoose is  bigger than the 
previous world's largest fiber 
placement machine, which 
was also built by Ingersoll.

Landing a customer like 
Blue Origin bodes well for 
the future of Ingersoll, its 175 
employees (62 are engineers) 
and the Rockford region's 
aerospace cluster. 

Bloomberg reported in 
March that overall investment 
in space start-ups by venture 
capitalists reached a record 
$2.8 billion in 2017, suggest-
ing the next space race won't 
be fought among countries, 
but among billionaires.

Ingersoll Director of Sales 
Mike Reese declined to dis-

close exactly what Blue Origin 
will pay for The Mongoose, 
though he said price tag is 
north of $10 million.

"There is nobody else in the 
world building a machine like 
this," Oldani said. "And it's not 
only due to me or us. Our sup-
pliers, the larger manufactur-
ing community of Rockford 
— that is what is making this 
possible."

Rockford Linear Actuation 
is one of several Rockford-ar-
ea suppliers benefiting from 
Ingersoll's work for Bezos' 
company. The Rockford firm 
manufactured large cylinders 
for The Mongoose that help 
power the machine like a giant 
pair of pistons and rods.

"It's amazing, isn't it?" said 
Bob Trojan, Rockford Linear's 
president and CEO.

BY JULIE WURTH
The News-Gazette

URBANA, Ill. (AP) — It’s 
tough to find just the right 
fashion look when you’re al-
most 9 feet tall.

So Alma Mater has her 
own tailor, and a closet full 
of clothes and accessories for 
every occasion.

The 89-year-old Univer-
sity of Illinois sculpture has 
acquired quite a wardrobe 
since she first donned an Illini 
basketball jersey for the 2005 
Final Four.

Hats and a sash for her 
birthday. A runner’s bib for 
the Illinois Marathon (No. 
1867, of course). A bright red 
dress for Chinese New Year. 
T-shirts for freshman convo-
cation. An orange-and-blue 
knit scarf for the first snow 
of the season — along with 
stocking caps for her pals, 
Learning and Labor. And a 
statue-sized cap and gown for 
graduation.

Accessories? Covered.
She has a giant popcorn 

box for Ebertfest, an even 
bigger guitar for the Elnora 
festival at Krannert, a stack 
of books to celebrate the UI 
Library, and a gold crown, 
orange foam finger and letter 
“D’’ and a piece of fence (get 
it?) for the annual homecom-
ing football game.

Who makes all this stuff? 
It has been a combined effort, 
but the current tailor is Tif-
fany Rice, who was busy on 
July 16 measuring the iconic 
sculpture for a new outfit to 
debut next week.

The job has its challenges. 
There’s no Butterick pattern 
for a woman with a 92-inch 
arm span and a 25-inch neck. 
(She’s very symmetrical: base 
to chin is also 92 inches.)

“It’s such a different scale,” 
said Rice, who lays out Alma’s 
dress pattern on her dining 

room table or living room 
floor. “You have to start from 
scratch with everything.”

Plus, Alma is already wear-
ing clothes, so measurements 
are tricky.

“She’s very modest. She 
never gets undressed,” Rice 
said.

On the other hand, “she 
doesn’t move, if you ask her 
to stand still,” said Rice, who 
has wrangled her share of 
children as a seamstress for 
the Champaign-Urbana Bal-
let’s “Nutcracker” produc-
tion. “And she’s never once 
flinched when I stuck her 
with a pin.”

Dressing Alma is another 
challenge, said Robin Kaler, 
associate chancellor for pub-
lic affairs, who heads Alma’s 
dress-up team.

The clothes are actually 
made in two pieces. Alma’s 
outstretched arms make it 
impossible to slip on a nor-
mal shirt or robe without 
extra openings (Remember 
those Barbie doll arms that 
wouldn’t bend?).

Clothes are split up the 
back or on the sides, then 
zipped, Velcroed or tied to-
gether once on.

Kaler’s team developed 
that approach long before 
Alma started dressing for 
special occasions. They were 
working with student ath-
letes on a halftime spot to air 
during UI football games, and 
one featured a football player 
— a very large young man — 
who was majoring in chemis-
try. They wanted him to wear 
a lab coat, in full football pads. 
Not gonna happen.

So they cut the lab coat 
in half, with a big gap in the 
back.

“That’s when I thought, 
‘Oh, this is what you could do 
with Alma,’” Kaler said.

The dressing process al-

most always involves more 
than one person and a ladder 
or two.

“Even if you can dress her 
by herself, you can’t see if ev-
erything is straight because 
you dress her from the back 
side,” Kaler said. “If I ever have 
to go dress her by myself, I al-
ways yell at a passer-by, ‘Hey, 
does this look straight?’

“We can dress Alma for 
commencement in a minute 
and a half. The first time, it 
probably took four or five of 
us half an hour,” Kaler said.

The toughest part? Try-
ing to get something in her 
hands, which are 12 feet off 
the ground and too far to 
reach from her base.

“When you think about 
her, the open arms are what 
you think of,” Kaler said. “But 
logistically, it’s really hard. We 
don’t have a scissor lift.”

Undressing her is a bit 
easier. When UI alum Nick 
Offerman gave the com-
mencement speech in 2017, 
Kaler invited him to tag along 
to help remove Alma’s cap 
and gown that night. They 
had come from a formal 
commencement dinner, and 
when Offerman arrived with 

his parents and saw Kaler 
climbing around the sculp-
ture in her dress and heels, 
he turned to Rice’s husband, 
campus attorney Scott Rice, 
and said, “Do you see what 
she’s doing?” Rice said, “Yeah, 
it’s OK.” Offerman joined in.

The team removes the out-
fits every night to foil vandals. 
Accessories sometimes dis-
appear, including her original 
Marathon headband.

When the sculpture re-
turned to campus after an 
18-month restoration in 
2014, Kaler and her crew 
put a giant beach bag on her 
shoulder, complete with tow-
el, Coppertone and faux cam-
era, saying she was back from 
her spa vacation.

When they looked at the 
24-hour Alma webcam later 
that day, they noticed the bag 
was gone.

UI Police reviewed the 
footage, which showed a man 
climbing up and taking the 
bag off Alma’s shoulder and 
setting it behind the statue, 
then walking away.

“He didn’t steal anything,” 
Kaler said. “He thought it was 
a prank, and he was trying to 
help.”

IT’S NOT EASY LOOKING THIS GOOD

Stephen Haas/The News-Gazette

In this June 27, 2018 photo, Tiffany Rice, left, and Robin Kaler, University of Illinois associate chancellor for public affairs, 
take measurements of the Alma Mater statue on the U of I campus for an upcoming themed outfit in Urbana, Ill. Alma 
Mater, the 89-year-old U of I sculpture has acquired quite a wardrobe since she first donned an Illini basketball jersey for 
the 2005 Final Four. 

Alma’s iconic wardrobe

Stephen Haas/The News-Gazette
In this June 27, 2018 photo, Robin Kaler, left, University of 
Illinois associate chancellor for public affairs, and Tiffany 
Rice goes through items inside Alma Mater’s closet, a cabi-
net of outfits and props, in the U of I public affairs office, in 
Champaign, Ill. 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
State prosecutors from Cali-
fornia to Massachusetts — in-
cluding Illinois — blasted the 
Trump administration Thurs-
day for proposing weaker auto 
fuel-efficiency standards they 
said would imperil clean air 
and increase greenhouse gases.

Months after they pre-emp-
tively sued to block antici-
pated efforts by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to 
roll back mileage regulations, 
Democratic attorneys general 
vowed to continue their fight 
in the courts.

"The earth is not flat, and 
climate change is real," Cal-
ifornia Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra said, as he 
connected global warming to 
the deadly wildfires burning 
out of control throughout the 
state. "Can someone please 
inform the folks at the White 
House and our federal govern-
ment of those facts?"

Becerra also promised an-
other lawsuit if the administra-
tion makes good on what he 
called arbitrary and capricious 
plans to revoke a longstanding 
waiver allowing California 
and other states to set their 
own stricter auto emissions 
standards. At least twelve oth-
er states and the District of 
Columbia follow California's 
rules.

Officials in the Trump 
administration said their ac-
tions would make autos more 
affordable and that would 
make roads safer because 
more motorists would be 
driving newer cars with the 
latest safety features.

Becerra and attorneys 
general from 16 other states 
sued in May to stop the EPA 
from scrapping standards 
that would have required ve-
hicles by 2025 to achieve 36 
miles per gallon (58 kilome-
ters per gallon) in real-world 
driving, about 10 miles (16 
kilometers) over the existing 
standards. The Trump pro-
posal would freeze standards 
at 2020 levels when vehicles 
will be required to hit an av-
erage of 30 miles per gallon 
(48 kilometers per gallon) in 
real-world driving.

States that joined the lawsuit 
said the change would end up 
costing more money at the 
pump because vehicles won't 
go as far on a gallon of gas, and 
more misery for those suffer-
ing pollution-exacerbated mal-
adies such as asthma.

"This has to be absolutely 
one of the most harmful and 
dumbest actions that the EPA 
has taken," Massachusetts At-
torney General Maura Healey 
said. "It's going to cost drivers 
here and across the country 
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars more at the pump."

Pollution from cars, trucks 
and other on-road vehicles 
is California's single-largest 
source of greenhouse gas emis-
sions, according to state data.

States fight 
against car 
fuel rules
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