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It isn’t easy being an Edgar County 
Board member. The challenges fac-
ing the county seem almost infinite 
while the resources to deal with the 
problems are certainly finite.

Discussion during the Monday, 
June 11, study session, and Wednes-
day, June 13, county board meeting 
illustrate some of the challenges cur-
rently in place and others that are 
looming.

Edgar County Sheriff Jeff Wood 
reported at the Monday meeting the 
Illinois Department of Corrections 
recently completed the annual jail 
inspection. After several years of the 
annual inspections finding mainte-
nance and staffing issues, the recent 
inspection appears to have drawn a 
line in sand.

“I think we’ve pushed it to the lim-

it,” said Wood. “I was told I can either 
spend the money on expanding jail 
staff, or spend it on a court case.”

The sheriff reported he recently 
hired another corrections officer, 
bringing the number of jailers up to 
five. He said ideally the jail needs a 
minimum of two more officers to 
make sure the shifts are properly 
covered for regular workdays plus 
weekends, holidays, vacations, days 
off and sick days. 

Wood said DOC wants the jail to 
have at least two corrections officers 
on duty during the day and evening 
shifts, but it can drop to just one for 
the midnight-overnight shift. 

That same complaint has arisen in 
previous inspections but no action 
was taken toward increasing the staff 
because of financial constraints.

Jail maintenance is an ongoing 
issue because the clientele housed 

there lack respect for property. Mak-
ing repairs within the jail presents a 
security problem of where to put in-
mates while contractors are working 
in a given area.

Wood said last winter when the 
jail population was relatively low, it 
was easier to move people within the 
jail to complete welding and other 
tasks in a cell block, then move the 
prisoners again to work in a different 
section.

That process becomes more diffi-
cult when the jail is full to overflow-
ing. Wood said the jail had 40 in-
mates Monday morning. The facility 
is certified to house a little over 20 
people. 

“It’s a mental health problem we 
got stuck with,” Wood said, explain-
ing the high numbers of people find-
ing themselves jailed. 

Some ideas were thrown out as pos-

sible talking points for future action.
Board chairman Jeff Voigt sees a 

possibility of closing the third floor 
and perhaps housing Edgar County 
prisoners in other jails.

“We’ve suggested that before,” 
said board member Karl Farnham, Jr. 
“We’ve got to get serious.”

Wood neither advocated for or 
against closing the third floor. He did 
say closing part of the old jail is un-
likely to save taxpayers much money.

According to Wood, the per diem 
housing fee other jails charge to ac-
cept outside prisoners is between 
$45 and $90. The jails charging $45 
tend to be remote locations from 
Edgar County, plus there is a staff 
expense of having someone available 
for transporting inmates back and 
forth as needed.

“The other jails don’t have to take 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The taxable value 
of property in the Chrisman Com-
munity Unit School District #6 in-
creased by 3.6 percent during 2017.

As a result, the district can expect 
an additional $69,000 of local reve-
nue across all funds from local taxes 
payable in fiscal year 2019. The new 
fiscal year for the district starts July 1. 

Interim superintendent Jim Acklin 
briefed school board members about 
the change during the Monday, June 
11, meeting. He said the final Equal-
ized Assessed Value (EAV) rate was 
within two cents of what the district 
predicted when filing the 2017 levy 

request. EAV is the taxable value of 
property, which is different from its 
sales value.

“An increase is better than a flat 
line or going backwards,” said Acklin.

He noted the $69,000 of addition-
al revenue is occurring even though 
the district did lower the tax rate 
from previous years in anticipation 
of an EAV increase. Acklin empha-
sized the tax rate for 2017 of 4.272 is 
the second lowest in seven years.

Acklin also discussed the School 
Facilities Sales Tax Revenue, which 
averages about $8,800 monthly for 
the district. Through June 5, the 
district has collected $70,663 in the 
tax designed to help school districts 

with maintenance and other facilities 
needs.

The revenue collected so far is 
dedicated to a project for upgrading 
electrical service at the grade school 
and installing new heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning equipment. 
Having air conditioning in school 
buildings is no longer a luxury item 
given the emphasis placed on securi-
ty with keeping doors and windows 
locked to thwart intruders. 

The grade school project was orig-
inally scheduled for completion this 
summer, but Acklin said the engineer 
is anticipating more cost for install-
ing the individual room heat pump 
units than first expected. The build-

ing committee will meet with the en-
gineer to look for ways to let school 
staff do some of the preliminary 
work as a way to reduce expense. The 
project is now likely to require two 
summers to reach completion. 

“I’m somewhat disappointed we 
won’t be able to pull it off this year,” 
said Acklin.

The superintendent predicted 
the school district will catch up on 
its needs within a decade using the 
school facilities tax. After that, future 
board of education members can 
look at using the money for improve-
ments rather than necessities.

Grade school principal Kelly 

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A new consequence of poor behav-
ior was approved by the Paris Coop-
erative High School Board during its 
meeting Monday at the high school.

High school assistant principal 
Mark Cox said social suspension is 
in response to Senate bill 100, which 
eliminated zero tolerance policies 
requiring expulsion in response to 
particular student behaviors. The bill 
also puts tighter restrictions on harsh 
discipline, including out of school 
suspensions of more than three days, 
that can only be used as a last resort 
when all other disciplinary interven-
tions have been exhausted.

The social suspension, Cox ex-
plained, prohibits  a student from at-
tending any home ballgames, dances 
— such as homecoming or prom — 
or other special events for 60 days. 
At the end of that time, the social 
suspension will be reviewed whether 
it will be lifted or continued, depend-
ing on the student’s behavior.

Cox said the social suspension has 
been used by several area school dis-
tricts with success. “Obviously the 
parents need to be on board,” he said. 
“This is an alternative practice to 
keep students in the classroom.”

Another practice to be implement-
ed — again with the support of par-
ents — is students serving in-school 
before school, during lunch and after 
school. “This is also a social suspen-
sion because those times are when 
students get together with their 
friends,” he said. 

In addition to keeping a student in 
the classroom, Cox said another goal 
is to, “make our dances, ballgames 
and other events safer for all our stu-
dents.” 

Paris 95 Superintendent of Schools 
Jeremy Larson praised the new ap-
proach, describing it as innovative 
and commended Cox.

The new discipline was approved 
by the board as part of the school’s 
student handbook as recommended 
by co-principal Lorraine Bailey. 

She also noted the student hand-
book  specifically outlines dress code 
concerning the popular cold-shoul-
der tops and off the shoulder peasant 
tops. “We want to get that word out,” 

Financial straitjacket
Recent inspection highlights funding problems at Edgar County Jail, change incoming

See JAIL, Page 8A

ADVENTURE ON A WHOLE NEW LEVEL

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press

A youngster in the children’s museum navigates the planks amid the rafters.

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. – Children 
took to the skies as they weaved 
through a jungle of wires and colors 
Thursday night, June 14, on the new 
ropes course challenge of the Terre 
Haute Children’s Museum. 

The museum granted a media 
sneak peek and staff was more than 
excited to host the children as they 
tore through the course, balancing 
along strands of rope and speed-
ing down a 43-foot zip line. Smiles 
stretched across their cheeks as they 
looked down from their perches and 
took in the world around them. 

For Evan Newport, the thrill of 
the course was even bigger than his 
smile. Evan, a 10-year-old at Dev-
aney Elementary, had just made his 
way through the course before rush-
ing back to the front of the line. 

“I’m pretty excited for this 
(course),” Newport said “This is al-
ready my second time through and I 
can’t wait.” 

The ropes course features two lev-

els with a variety of different obsta-
cles on each one, ranging from tight 
ropes and plank bridges to a rolling 
log and a zip-line for the participants 
to work their way through. 

The course, which cost between 
an estimated $550,000-$600,000, 
was funded primarily through out-
side sponsors, including the Oakley 
Foundation and several other gener-
ous contributors. The creation of the 
ropes course was not an overnight 
project however, according to the 
Director of the Children’s Museum 
Lynn Hughes. 

“This project has been in the 
works for over three years now. It has 
taken effort from so many different 
departments,” Hughes said. “From 
the planning and funding to actually 
putting it together and training our 
employees to use the equipment, the 
process has been long but very much 
worth it.” 

When asked about where the in-
spiration for the project came from, 
Hughes talked about how she want-
ed the project to reflect what not only 
everyone in Terre Haute wanted, but 
also the neighboring communities. 
She also mentioned the physicality 
the course brings to the museum. 

“Today more than ever, children 

Swinging shenanigans

Social 
suspension
incorporated

Terre Haute Children’s 
Museum unveils new 
ropes course

are glued to their phones and 
electronics. I think that provid-
ing things like this will encourage 
children to be more active and 
provide an area for them to put 
the phones down and have fun,” 
Hughes said. 

The successful completion of 
the ropes challenge course and 
zip line is a huge step for the Terre 
Haute Children’s Museum and is 
fundamental to creating new at-
tractions in the facility. 

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press

An instructor helps secure chil-
dren into their harnesses to get 
onto the ropes course.

See MUSEUM, Page 8A

EAV rises in Chrisman school district
See PARIS, Page 8A

See SCORES, Page 8A



SUNDAY

CITY BAND CONCERT
The Paris City Band is in 
concert 7 p.m. Sunday, June 17, 
at Spicer Pavilion in Twin Lakes 
Park. People may bring their 
own seating or use the shelter 
picnic tables for this free per-
formance. 

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris.

TUESDAY

ACT-IT-OUT STORY TIME 
 Act-It-Out Story Time is at Par-
is Public Library 10:30-11a.m. 
June 19. Participants will have 
fun acting act out an exciting 
story, plus other picture book 
read-alouds with a common 
theme. Free, no registration 
required.

EDGAR COUNTY RETIRED 
TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION
The Edgar County Retired 
Teachers’ Association will meet at 
noon at Community Bible Church 
in Paris Tuesday, June 19, 2018.  
Lunch will be served by the Paris 
Christian Church Koinonia Ladies 
Group. The program will be 
presented by Roger Stanley.  He 
will be speaking about his writing 
and his love for local history.  We 
encourage of you to attend and 
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YOUNG AMERICA HIGH SCHOOL REUNION
The Young America High School Alumni reunion is Saturday 
July 14, 2018 at the Knights of Columbus Hall located on Route 1 
North of Paris, Illinois. Young America High School was a consol-
idation of Hume High  School and Metcalf High School and only 
operated 1950 through 1968. We have a great time seeing old 
friends and sharing old times together. Those who have not been 
contacted about the reunion and would like to attend or need 
more information please contact Lora Fogerson, 409 Laurel Dr 
St. Joseph, Il 61873 or call or text 239-322-6906. Reservations 
are needed. If you ever attended or have any connection with 
Young America schools (teachers, students, janitors, cooks, 
Hume alumni, Metcalf alumni, Shiloh alumni, or just an aquain-
tance) give us a call and come and join us. Officers involved in 
the planning for 2018 are President Ollie Smith, Vice President 
Pat Rhode, Secretary Lora Fogerson, and Treasurer Ernest Porter.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.
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LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

92   72
Prec: 0%

93   73
Prec: 0%

93   73
Prec: 0%

87   64
Prec: 40%

84   64
Prec: 40%

85   65
Prec: 0%

86   67
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Sunny, hot, and humid with highs 
in the lower 90s and heat index values 
near 100.

SUNDAY — Another hot day with highs in 
the lower 90s and heat index values near 
100 under sunny skies.

SATURDAY — Heat and humidity continue 
with mostly sunny skies and highs in the 
lower 90s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:23 a.m. 8:20 p.m. 8:31 a.m. 11:11 p.m.

SUNDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:21 p.m. 9:41 a.m. 11:55 p.m.

MONDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:21 p.m. 10:51 a.m. 12:33 p.m.

TUESDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:21 p.m. 11:59 a.m. --

WEDNESDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 1:05 p.m. 1:06 a.m.

THURSDAY 5:23 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 2:09 p.m. 1:38 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:24 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 3:11 p.m. 2:08 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .83°/63°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96° in 1913
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37° in 1917

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.26”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.31”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.92”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.60”

NORMAL:    High: 83   Low: 63    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher/Editor: Nancy Roberts 
Zeman
Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Maria Crandell
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the 
Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

The Prairie Press is published  
weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. Copyright 
2018 by Prairie Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

Ultra Clean Carpets of Terre Haute
2947 South 12th St. • 812-239-6312

Say Goodbye to Dirt, Stains & Odors.
Say Hello to a 

Fresh & Clean Home!

Call 
Today

Special Stain Removal • Carpet Repair   
• Carpet Stretching

bring your questions for these 
two leaders.  The cost is $8.00. 
Reservation requried.

WEIGHT WATCHERS
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 
5:30 p.m. Information about 
the weight watchers system 
is available at www.weight-
watchers.com, or by attending 
a meeting

WEDNESDAY

GARDEN STUDY CLUB MEETS
The Paris Garden Study Club 
meets 10 a.m. Wednesday, June 
20, at Nancy Stiff’s home to tour 
her gardens. 

REPTILES AT PARIS LIBRARY
Reptiles Around the World is 
a special event for ages 5-10 
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. June 
20 at Paris Public Library. 
The event includes activities, 
crafts and a chance to meet 

several reptiles during a live 
animal visit. Space is limited 
and advance registration is 
required by calling 217-463-
3950.

THURSDAY

MARTINSVILLE MOB MYSTERY
The Clark County Historical 
Society is hosting a special 
program 6:30 p.m. June 21 in 
the Dale McConchie Meeting 
Room at the Marshall Public 
Library about the enigmatic 
Martinsville character Jack 
Fasig. According to legend, four 
men wearing suits and driving 
a black limousine left Fasig in 
Martinsville in 1955 with a warn-
ing to never show his face in 
Chicago. Researcher Carolyn J. 
Stephens has researched Fasig’s 
life attempting to sort out truth 
from fiction.

MUSIC IN PARK
The Rhythm Relics play a free 
concert 6:30-9 p.m. June 21 at 
Spicer Pavilion in Twin Lakes 
Park as part of the 2018 Music 
in the Park concert series. 
Those attending are encour-
aged to bring lawn chairs for 
seating.

YOGA BOOK CLUB
Yoga Book Club for ages 5-10 
is at Paris Public Library 1-1:45 
p.m. June 21. Children will learn 
basic yoga poses and calming 
breathing techniques as inspired 
by an age-appropriate fun 
read-aloud. Free, no registration 
needed.

UPCOMING

SATURDAY

4-H PORK CHOP DINNER
The annual 4-H Pork Chop 
Barbecue fundraiser benefit-
ing all Edgar County 4-H’ers is 
4-7 p.m. Saturday, June 23, at 
the 4-H Fairgrounds in Paris. 
The cost of a two-chop meal 
is $8 in advance ($8.50 at the 
door) and a one-chop meal 
is $6 ($6.50 at the door). 
Guests can choose to dine-in 
or use the convenient drive 
through. All visitors need to 
enter through the county fair-
grounds north entrance.  To 
purchase tickets in advance, 
contact a 4-H member or call 
Edgar County Extension at 
217-465-8585. 
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All North American Lighting Employees qualify for special Supplier Pricing 
and we are a participating dealer! Please contact us for details!

Hit The Road Package
Red

Cummins Diesel Engine
4Wd, SLT, Silver

All Wheel Drive, Sunroof, Leather, 
Low Miles, Gray

 

Crew Cab, 4WD, Leather, 
Sunroof, White

All New Style! Low Miles
White

V8, 50th Anniversary!
Ruby Red

2003

2018
Chevrolet Equinox LT

2014 
Chev Traverse LT

2017 2018
Honda CRV

Chevrolet Corvette Convertible
2007

GMC Sierra 1500

Ram 2500 Crew

Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL
2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

SUMMER HOURS
Beginning June 18

Tuesday-Friday  10:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday  8 a.m.-  8 p.m.
Sunday  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

CLOSED MONDAYS
We will be offering a NEW summer menu,

featuring more seafood selections!

With use of a buyer premium, we sell
land at auction at zero seller cost!

S E L L A F A R M
Your Team On The Ground®

ZERO Commission Cost
ZEROAdvertising Cost
ZERO Survey Cost (paid by buyer)
ZERO Title Search Cost
ZERO Title Insurance Cost
ZERO Seller Real Estate Tax(12mo)
ZERO Deed Preparation
ZERO Transfer Tax Declaration Prep
ZERO State Transfer Tax
ZERO Recording Fee
Includes: Drone tours, Aerial Photography /

flyovers, multi page 11” x 17” full color
brochures, signage on highways, print ads in
statewide and local publications, web ads on

websites including Sellafarm, Parrottauctions,
Auctionzip, Land Watch & Lands of America.

S E L L A F A R M
Your Team On The Ground®

1-800-294-5738
SELLAFARM.COM

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The North-
ern Edgar County Ambulance 
Service (NECAS) provides a 
vital service but the oversight 
board is struggling with how to 
keep it operational.

Kevin Julian has served on 
the board since NECAS orga-
nized in late 1986 or 1987 and 
the formula for successfully 
operating the volunteer service 
appears  unworkable in current 
times. 

“We ran good for a lot of 
years,” said Julian. “Basically, 
income and expenses don’t jive 
anymore.”

The not-for-profit service 
is not losing money but the 
small surplus generated each 
year is insufficient to address 
manpower needs for adequate-
ly staffing an around the clock 
ambulance operating 365 days 
a year. 

In the early days, a group of 
dedicated volunteers operated 
the ambulance, but conditions 
change. Those volunteers have 
aged out and younger volun-
teers are not stepping forward. 

NECAS is rated as an inter-
mediate service meaning the 
responders on the ambulance 
have Emergency Medical 
Technician Intermediate train-
ing. This qualifies the NECAS 
responders to perform some 
medical procedures and ad-
minister medicines, but it also 
requires a large time commit-
ment from volunteers to obtain 
the necessary training. 

Jeremy Neal, NECAS co-
ordinator, said at one time the 
ambulance service was allowed 
to do all training in-house but 
that is no longer the case. 
Volunteers are now required 
to train at Carle Hospital in 
Champaign.

“We pretty much have to do 
what an ambulance service in 
Chicago does,” said Julian. 

A change in state law also 
hurt the volunteer service. 
When NECAS started the vol-
unteer EMT drove the ambu-
lance to the location of the call, 
and a first responder from a 
fire department drove the am-
bulance to the hospital while 
the EMT cared for the patient 
in the back. First responders 
are no longer allowed to drive 
the ambulance so two NECAS 
volunteers must be available, 
instead of one, for every call.

“In the last four or five years, 
we have seen a drop in volun-
teers,” said Julian. “Financially, 
we are hanging on. If we had 
five or six more volunteers, we 
could make this work as it did.”

Julian added some volunteer 
fire services are also struggling. 
He said occasionally only one 
or two people are available 
during the daytime in some lo-
cations for a fire call.

The ambulance service has 
12 volunteers, and they do get 
a small stipend for each run. 
Some volunteers are paid call 
time meaning they receive $3 
per hour to stay at the ambu-
lance bay waiting to get dis-
patched. For some, those shifts 
are 12 hours long and they may 
not get a call. 

David Craig is a volunteer 
who works call shifts. He said 
as a disabled veteran receiving 
a pension it is easy for him to 
to this but it is not feasible for 
people who must make a liv-
ing.

In the late 1980s, the Edgar 
County Board decided the 
county lacked the resources 
and ability to operate an ambu-

Ambulance service seeks 
way to continue operating

lance service. As a result, town-
ships around Paris approved a 
tax to finance a special service 
area ambulance. 

Concern about a lengthy re-
sponse time from a Paris-based 
ambulance caused residents 
of northern Edgar County 
to take a different approach. 
Rather than create a new tax 
NECAS receives contribution 
payments according to popu-
lation from Brouilletts Creek, 
Prairie, Shiloh, Edgar, Ross and 
Young America townships plus 
the communities of Hume, 
Metcalf and Chrisman. The re-
mainder of the funding is from 
billing. 

It was a system that worked 
well for several years but the 
formula is encountering its 
own difficulties. The town-
ships and communities provid-
ed only $22,000 in 2017 for the 
ambulance service.

NECAS board member 
Daren Craig said northern Ed-
gar County has suffered a pop-
ulation loss in the last 30 years 
that has reduced how much 
each unit of government con-
tributes. 

The service is also strug-
gling with the limited money 
Medicare and Medicaid pays 
for ambulance service and in 
most cases it does not cover 
the actual cost. Neal estimated 
75 percent of the ambulance 
runs are to Pleasant Meadows 
Nursing Home in Chrisman. 
A recent change in Medicaid 
prohibits paying for an ambu-
lance except for emergency sit-
uations. For non-emergencies, 
the financial burden goes to the 
Medicaid recipient, but those 
involved with the ambulance 
anticipate that means more un-
collected bills to write off.

Last year, NECAS wrote off 
$320,000 worth of uncollected 
bills for service. Nor does the 
ambulance have the option of 
selectively providing service to 
just those who are insured.

“We have to respond no 
matter what,” said Daren Craig.

NECAS is not carrying 
much debt. The ambulance 
bay located on the Chrisman 
square is paid for as is one of 

the two ambulances. The sec-
ond ambulance should be paid 
off next year.

Rumors the ambulance 
service is insolvent, or is be-
ing sold to Horizon Health or 
being taken over by Horizon 
Health are without basis.

Horizon Health has agreed 
to serve as the primary backup 
when NECAS cannot respond 
and the Paris hospital-based 
ambulance also supplies EMTs 
to staff the bay on as needed ba-
sis, at no charge to the North-
ern Edgar County Ambulance.

Both Daren Craig and Julian 
described Horizon Health’s 
cooperation as a win-win sit-
uation but they are concerned 
about how long such assistance 
can continue without reim-
bursement.

For the NECAS board, the 
goal remains to keep an am-
bulance based in Chrisman to 
serve northern Edgar County 
since an ambulance coming 
from Paris will need 40 min-
utes or more to reach the most 
remote corners of the coverage 
area. The question is how best 
to do that.

One option is hiring EMTs 
to staff the ambulance, but 
the cost of between $13 and 
$18 per hour is major hurdle 
to overcome. Doing so will 
require finding a new revenue 
stream to cover the costs. 

It is not possible to create a 
special service area and collect 
taxes like the one supporting 
the Paris-based ambulance. Per 
state law, such a service area 
must have 10,000 people and 
the population in northern Ed-
gar County is well below that 
level.

Representatives from NE-
CAS attended the June 11 
county board study session to 
discuss the problem.

A suggested possibility is 
for the county board to add 
the northern townships to the 
already existing special service 
area, collect the tax and distrib-
ute the appropriate amount to 
the Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance Service. 

County board chairman Jeff 
Voigt said the legalities of that 

idea are being researched.
“There are a lot of questions 

right now and not a lot of an-
swers,” said Voigt. “We need to 
involve people in these ques-
tions.”

Daren Craig noted the NE-
CAS board is constantly look-
ing for new options to keep 
the service viable and has not 
settled on any single approach.

“The feeling is the board will 
do whatever it takes to keep the 
ambulance in Chrisman,” said 
Julian.

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free
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OFFICE EXCLUSIVE...Amazing East Lake Home...Recently extensively renovated inside and out....New roof, windows, 
two central air units, new concrete walks and fire pit outdoors. Total redesign of the interior by Cochran Designs 
with the addition of 2nd floor Master Bedroom and office or 3rd bedroom with private bathroom upstairs. Kitchen 
redesign complete with upgrades of granite counters and tile backsplash with new stainless appliances in place. Open 
dining area with wonderful living room complete with stone fireplace and stone accents inside and out. 3rd Bedroom 
on the main level with another large bath and walk-in shower. Separate utility/ laundry room on the main level... All 
extremely tastefully designed and quality finished. Wonderful lake view on both levels and tucked back off the road for 
privacy. Patio and concrete deck/seawall at the lake and boat ramp as well. Call for an appointment to see!

Wonderful 3 bedroom 2 bath home located 
on the East Lake!!! Enter the front door and see 
beautiful views of the lake. Family room, dining 
room and kitchen are open concept. Large 
picture window and sliding glass doors so you 
have ease of entertaining and enjoying the out-
doors. Kitchen and dining area have newer 
cabinetry with pullout drawers, spice rack stor-
age and appliances that stay! Both bathrooms 
have been completely renovated. Spend your 
summers enjoying your own personal beach, 
lake deck with Power Boat Lift that stays (can 
be used for a pontoon or ski boat), fire pit, beau-
tiful blooming perennial flowers/bushes, large 
concrete patio and covered patio with ceiling 
fans. Master bedroom has its own private sun-
room that overlooks the lake. The 2-car garage 
is attached and includes a workshop/storage 
area.  Call for more info and to see soon!!

7 Regina Drive – $172,900 

 133 E. Steidl Rd. – $210,000
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ASHER & SMITH
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1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois
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S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com
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600 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL 61944
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Specializing in Farmland, Real Estate, 
Agricultural Equipment, Business Liquidations,

Antiques, Collectibles & Personal Property. 

Live, Simulcast & Online Only Auctions!

Contact us today for a no obligation & confidential 
consultation concerning your auction needs.

Ph. 217-465-4545 Email: info@mossauctionteam.com

www.mossauctionteam.com

Let Moss Auction Team
build a successful & profitable

auction for you!

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Summer vacation is less than 
a month old but the Crestwood 
board of education approved 
a number of items in prepara-
tion for the 2018-2019 school 
year during its June meeting 
Wednesday at the school.

Most of the items were rou-
tine ranging from approving 
handbooks, milk and bread 
bids to setting lunch, breakfast 
and registration fees.

Crestwood Superintendent 
Danette Young explained the 
student lunch fee must be in-
creased due to the regulations 
set by the USDA, which over-
sees the national school lunch 
programs. Young said Crest-
wood now has 37 percent of 
its student body qualifying for 
free and reduced lunch and 
breakfast. The regulations are 
to make sure the free and re-
duced subsidies aren’t support-
ing the entire lunch program. 
Young said there is a formula 
the district must use to deter-
mine the cost of lunch and 
breakfast.

Student lunches will now 
cost $2.85 a day, an increase 
of 10 cents a day, she said. The 
board approved the student 
breakfast price of $1.50. The 
adult breakfast is $2.50 while 
the adult lunch is set at $3.75, 
approved by the board.

The board registration fee 
for the district’s students will 
be $65, up from the previous 
$60. Young announced for the 

fourth consecutive year, Crest-
wood will not assess a student 
athletic fee.

The board accepted three 
resignations — Britan Mace 
and Erik Trogdon as parapro-
fessionals and Andrea Lau as 
assistant volleyball coach. 

Two teachers were hired by 
the board to complete the fac-
ulty for the upcoming school 
year. Susan Barnes will return 
to Crestwood as a junior high 
teacher and Hannah Howe was 
hired as an elementary teacher.

Two paraprofessionals were 
approved by the board — 
Charla Beabout in the Project 
Help classroom, pending the 
district receiving grant funding 
for the position and Melissa 
White.

The Crestwood board also 
approved a 4 percent raise for 
Young, entering her second 
year as the district’s superinten-
dent. Principal Dan Lynch, also 
entering his second year, was 
approved for a 3 percent raise.

Non-certified staff of the 
district will receive a 3 percent 
salary increase following action 
by the board.

The 3 percent raises are in 
line with the recently approved 
three-year contract between 
the district and the Crestwood 
Teachers United.

Young reported the district 
budget is in good shape with 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2018. She noted the district has 
received all of its aid this school 
year from the state.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Paris Union School Dis-
trict 95 school board accepted 
the resignations of two teachers 
and filled two positions during 
a short meeting Monday at the 
school board’s office on Eads 
Ave.

The board accepted the 
resignation of Kristi Bosc, 
who served as an elementary 
teacher for many years and was 
most recently the art teacher at 
Mayo. She will be relocating to 
Arizona.

The board also accepted the 
resignation of Dana Stites, a spe-
cial education teacher at Mayo 

Middle School.
A new language arts teacher 

for Mayo, Tabitha Archer, was 
hired by the board as well as Joel 
Lowery, a paraprofessional for 
Carolyn Wenz School.

Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson rec-
ommended the board approve 
a resolution authorizing the 
dismissal of part-time support 
employee Darla Davidson, who 
served as the district’s food ser-
vice coordinator. 

Larson said he has obtained 
the necessary certification and 
will fill that post.

Larson announced each of 
the district’s schools — Me-

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – It may lack 
the spectator-driven drama of 
steals or buzzer-beating buckets 
older citizens anticipate at high 
school sporting events, but or-
ganized high school ESports 
teams competing in computer 
gaming is just as exciting for its 
young fans.

Chrisman junior high and 
high school principal Cole Hu-
ber asked the Unit #6 board of 
education for permission to 
create an ESports team during 
the Monday, June 11, meeting.

“It is a really huge, huge and 
growing sport,” said Huber. 
“The Illinois High School Asso-
ciation recognizes it as a devel-
oping sport.”

The idea originated with 
physical science teacher Na-
than Colvin, who is willing to 
serve as the coach for about 10 
students wanting to play. 

Before bringing the matter to 
the board of education, Huber 
researched the topic and talk-
ed with schools that already do 
ESports. 

“There are now more than 
100 colleges offering schol-
arships to play ESports. I was 
dumbfounded,” said Huber, 
adding an ESports coach in 
Massac County had a student 
get a full-ride based on that indi-
vidual’s abilities playing comput-
er games.

Huber appreciates that a 
High School ESports League 
has developed with rules con-
demning abusive language and 
behavior some solo-home play-
ers have exhibited. Schools with 
team members using inappro-
priate language over the head-
sets or other unsportsmanlike 
conduct can get banned. 

The positives Huber sees in 
having an ESports team is the 
low cost of approximately $5 
monthly per player, which stu-
dents might be asked to pay. 
The district will not incur any 
travel expenses since all match-
es are played online at school, 
and there won’t be any addi-
tional equipment purchases. 

“The kids are already playing 
at home. We aren’t introduc-
ing anything new,” said Huber. 
“The positives are it provides a 
bonding experience for the stu-
dents with each other and with 
the school. Also, it introduces 
them to a positive role model. 
This will be a way to reach stu-
dents not otherwise involved in 
any school activity.”

Board members expressed 
concern about the violence 
and adult topics associated with 
some computer games. Huber 
said it is the administration’s 
responsibility to determine 
which games are inappropriate 
and cannot be played on school 
property. He added games 
manufacturers have created a 
rating system and that will help 
administrators in the decision 
making process.

Huber doubted it is possible 
to eliminate all games with vio-
lence and any M-Rated games 
selected for play will require pa-
rental consent.

“I’d rather have them play 
some games than not have this,” 
said Huber.

He also requested a decision 
prior to the August board meet-
ing to give Colvin time to plan 
before school starts.

Board president Leslie Hen-
ry directed the ESports team 
issue be an action item for the 
July 11 board meeting. She also 
asked Huber to provide the 
board with more information 
pertaining to how the game 
rating system works and a list 
of possible games the students 
can play. 

Crestwood food prices hike

morial, Wenz and Mayo 
Middle School — have at-
tained platinum standing for 
PBIS, the Positive Behavior 
Intervention and Supports. 
Less than 50 schools in Illi-
nois are chosen for the hon-
or he said.

The district’s back to 
school packets are now avail-
able online, at The Prairie 
Press and at Walmart, Lar-
son announced. “We want 
to help parents and families 
plan ahead for next year,” he 
noted. The packets include 
the school calendar, supply 
lists, dress code expecta-
tions, information on school 
open houses and how to sign 
up for text alerts from the 
schools.

The bid of Dimond Bros. 
was approved for the dis-
trict’s insurance contract. 
Larson said the savings to the 
district will be $21,807 over 
the previous year.

In other business, the 
board:

Approved the annual pre-
vailing wage resolution as 
required by the Illinois De-
partment of Labor.

Heard first reading on 
board policy changes and 
new policies.

Approved the fiscal year 
2019 calendar of meetings 
for the school board. The 
board will continue to meet 
at 5 p.m. the second Monday 
of each month at the board 
of education office on Eads 
Ave.

Approved the use of Wenz 
School by the Horace Baptist 
Church for the after school 
Good News Club the church 
has sponsored for several 
years.

Approved the use of the 
Wenz playground by the 
Otterbein United Method-
ist Church — located across 
from the school — during 
Vacation Bible School.

Approved the employee 
handbook.

Paris district resignations and hires

ESports in 
ChrismanThe board authorized 

Young to begin the budget 
process. The superintendent 
said budget work has already 
begun.

In other business, the 
board:

Approved moving the dis-
trict’s maintenance director 
from hourly pay to a salaried 
position.

Approved student, teach-
er, substitute, student activi-
ty, coach/sponsor, volunteer 
and non-certified hand-
books for the coming school 
year.

Awarded Prairie Farms of 
Olney the district milk bid.

Hired Jim Pattenaude 
as the district’s IT systems 
manager.

Awarded the Alpha Bak-
ing Company the district 
bread bid.

Approved a Title I plan for 
the entire district.

Adopted the annual pre-
vailing wage resolution from 
the Illinois Department of 
Labor on a vote of 5-2 with 
members Keith Trogdon 
and Jim Blue voting no.

Heard first reading of a 
number of new board poli-
cies.

Young presented the ex-
tracurricular and coaching 
assignments for the school 
year, noting there are two 
coaching vacancies remain-
ing to be filled — boys bas-
ketball and assistant volley-
ball.
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Richard (Rick) Dennison
9/22/76-6/14/16

Sadly missed by
Larry, Jane, & Brad

In Loving Memory of

would like to express our sincere 
thanks to everyone for the many cards, 

the kind words, meals and memorial 
contributions given in her name.

Mother was and always will 
be a tremendous blessing 

to our family.

The family of 

June Cook 

Ramsey & Penny Cook & family
Marcia Yontz & Family

ROBERT WALKER
KANSAS – Robert Athen 

Walker, 77, of Kansas, entered 
his heavenly home at 2 p.m. 

Tuesday, June 
12, 2018, at 
his residence, 
surrounded 
by his loving 
family. He 
was retired 
after more 
than 40 years 
as owner and 
operator of 
the former 
Shade & Son 

Garage of Kansas.
A service celebrating his life 

is 10 a.m. today, June 16, at 
Kansas Christian Church, with 
Minister Bret Hammond offi-
ciating. Burial follows in Fair-
view Cemetery, with military 
rites by American Legion Cor-
al Hall Post #539. Visitation 
was from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday, 
June 15, at Kansas Christian 
Church. Templeton Funeral 
Home of Kansas is in charge of 
arrangements.

Mr. Walker was born July 8, 
1940, in Coles County, the son 
of the late Athen and Nannie 
Winnifred Church Walker. He 
married Mary Struble Nov. 4, 
1967, at Greenfield, and she 
survives.

Other survivors include 
three children, Julie (Brian) 
Gough of Ashmore, Jana 
(Don) Sweeney of Charleston 
and Jeron (Mackenzie) Walker 
of Ashmore; a sister, Eleanor 
Jane Elmore of Westminster, 
Calif.; eight grandchildren, 
Grayson Gough, Gretchen 

Gough, Gage Walker Gough, 
Kaden Sweeney, Kressa Swee-
ney, Kyler Sweeney, Riley 
Walker and Rowdy Walker; 
and several nieces and neph-
ews. 

He was preceded in death 
by two sisters, Ethel Plessinger 
and Jean Huddlestun; and one 
infant brother.

Mr. Walker’s life was de-
fined by devotion to his fam-
ily, church, country and com-
munity. He served in the U.S. 
Army during the Vietnam War. 
He attended Kansas Christian 
Church. He was elected to 
the Village of Kansas Board of 
Trustees for 28 years, including 
a number of years as president. 

He also served as a Kansas 
Cemetery Board Trustee and 
38 years on the Kansas Fire 
Department as well as Kansas 
Fire Protection District. He 
was also a member of Kansas 
American Legion Coral Hall 
Post #539 for many years. 

Mr. Walker was a thoughtful, 
selfless and hard-working man 
who in his spare time enjoyed 
reading, metal detecting and 
woodworking.

The family extends their 
thanks to his team of physicians 
and caregivers for the care, en-
couragement and quality of life 
they provided throughout the 
past 12 years.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Village of Kansas 
Fairview Cemetery Fund or to 
the Sarah Bush Lincoln Health 
Foundation METS Fund.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

WALKER

WAYNE WAGGAMAN
CHRISMAN – Walter 

Wayne Waggaman, 90, of 
Chrisman, passed away at 9:38 

p.m., Wednes-
day, Jan. 31, 
2018, at Life’s 
Journey Se-
nior Living, 
Paris. 

Following 
his wishes to 
be cremated, 
a graveside 
memorial ser-
vice is 11 a.m. 
Monday, June 

18, in Friends Chapel Ceme-
tery, near Scottland. Visitation 
was 6 to 8 p.m. Feb. 3 at Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home. 

Mr. Waggaman was born 
Sept. 4, 1927, in Prairie Town-
ship, Scottland, IL, the son 
of the late Russell and Ruth 
McAllister Waggaman. He 
married Iris Craig Sept. 22, 
1949, at Bloomington, and she 
passed away April 20, 2005. 

He is survived by six daugh-
ters, Shirley (Ron) Johnson 
of Chrisman, Patti (Henry) 
Phipps of Minneola, Fla.; Bev-
erly (Andy) Weathers of Avon, 
Ind.; Connie Waggaman of 
Horicon, Wis.; Merri (Jeff) 

Voigt of Chrisman and Judy 
(Jack) Wyatt of Chrisman; 11 
grandchildren; 24 great-grand-
children; and several cousins. 

He was preceded in death by 
an infant brother. 

Mr. Waggaman was a 1945 
graduate of Scottland High 
School and served in the Army 
toward the end of World War 
II. Following the war, he began 
a vocational career in various 
industrial/mechanical jobs 
and retired in 1993. He also 
possessed a particular talent in 
construction, building both his 
parents’ home and later his own 
several years later, both located 
on US Highway 36. He also 
possessed the uncanny ability 
to repair almost anything that 
was broken, be it something in 
the home or a piece of jewelry. 

His hobbies included restor-
ing classic Mustangs, an interest 
in genealogy several centuries 
back and collecting glass hats. 
His ultimate pride and joy was 
in his accomplishment of hav-
ing raised six girls and watching 
their respective families grow. 

Memorial gifts may be made 
to Lincolnland Hospice. 

Online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.
com.

WAGGAMAN

KAREN MITCHELL
CASEY – Karen Mitchell 

passed away June 11, 2018. 
A funeral service was 10 

a.m. Friday, 
June 15, at 
The First 
Church of 
the Naza-
rene. Burial 
followed at 
the Harmony 
Cemetery. A 

celebration of life visitation 
was 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, June 
14, at the church. In honor of 
her vibrant, colorful, well-
lived life, those attending 
the funeral/visitation are re-
quested to forego traditional 

black attire in favor of vibrant, 
colorful clothing, as per her 
request. Markwell Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital, St. Lou-
is Children’s Hospital or The 
Lighthouse Mission.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

MITCHELL

JULIA LUND
Julia Ann Honnold Lund, 

85, of Zionsville, Ind., and 
formerly of Paris, passed 

away Tues-
day, June 12, 
2018, at The 
Hearth of 
Tudor Gar-
dens at Zi-
onsville. 

A service 
celebrat ing 

her life is noon June 25, at 
First Christian Church, with 
the Rev. Michael C. Dixon 
officiating. Private interment 
is at a later date. Visitation is 
from 10 a.m. until the service 
time June 25 at the church. 
Templeton Funeral Home 
is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

She was born May 13, 
1933, at Kansas, the daughter 
of Alma Jean Pinnell and Le-
land E. Honnold and had one 
sister, Margaret Jean Phipps. 
She married Carl A. Lund 
March 16, 1963, at Kansas, 
and he passed away Aug. 31, 
2010.

She is survived by her three 
daughters, Julie (Matt Doll-
ins) Lund, Stephanie ( Jon) 
Drake and Tricia (Rick) 
Batson; and seven grandchil-
dren, Madeline, Andrew and 
Catherine Dollins, Daniel 
and Megan Drake and Jacob 
and Annabeth Batson.

Mrs. Lund graduated from 
Kansas High School in 1951 
and received a Bachelor’s in 
Music Education from Indi-
ana University in 1955. She 
continued her education 
to receive a Masters with a 
voice concentration from the 
American Conservatory in 
Chicago.

She taught music at Ham-
mond, Ind., Monterey, Calif., 
and Paris. As her family grew, 
she continued to share her 
love for music through di-
recting children’s choirs, par-
ticipating in hand bell choirs, 
accompanying countless 
children in recitals and as-
sisting with the Swing Choir. 
She served Edgar Country 
through Meals on Wheels, 
as a member of the Hospital 
Foundation, an active mem-
ber of P.E.O. and a member 
of the First Christian Church 
Disciples of Christ.

Mrs. Lund will be remem-
bered for her dedication to 
her family, love of music, love 
to travel, desire to treat every-
one with respect and kind-
ness and ever present smile 
and fiercely positive attitude. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the First Chris-
tian Church of Paris or the 
Edgar County Foundation. 

Online condolences at 
www.templetonfuneralhome.
com.

LUND

CONNIE HENRY
CHRISMAN – Connie 

Henry, 76, of Chrisman, passed 
away Friday, June 15, 2018, at 

Paris Health-
care Center. 
She owned 
and operated 
Henry’s Flow-
er Shop with 
her family in 
Chrisman for 
35 years.

A funeral service is 1 p.m. 
Monday, June 18, at Krabel Fu-
neral Home. Visitation is from 
11 a.m. until the service time 
Monday.    

Mrs. Henry was born Sept. 
23, 1941, the daughter of the 
late Harold W. and Jane Sut-
fin Thomas, at Robinson, She 
married James L. Henry July 
19, 1965, and he survives.

She is also survived by four 

children, Gina (Tom) Mitchell 
of Chrisman, Karyn (John) 
Lynch of Port St. Lucie, Fla., 
Tom (Candice) Hoult of 
Chrisman and Jami (Greg) 
Hollingsworth of Sullivan, 
Ind.; one sister, Lisa Camp-
bell; seven grandchildren; 13 
great-grandchildren; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by one brother, Michael 
Thomas.

Mrs. Henry was a mem-
ber of the Chrisman Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary and an 
avid Cubs fan. She enjoyed 
playing bingo and dearly 
loved her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to Edgar County DO It 
Cancer Support Group.

Online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.com.

HENRY

KAREN GARMON
SULLIVAN – Karen Jean 

Garmon, 71, of Marshall, and 
formerly of Lovington, passed 
away peacefully June 7, 2018, 
at Burnsides Community 
Health Center, Marshall. She 
was a retired dietician and 
had worked at Shelby Memo-
rial Hospital and Shelbyville 
Manor.

No services are planned 
at this time. Reed Funeral 
Home, Sullivan, is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mrs. Garmon was born Jan. 
10, 1947, at Salem, the daugh-
ter of William and Gladys 
Hicks Butler. She married 
James E. Garmon Nov. 26, 
1969, at Robinson, and he 
survives at Marshall.

She is also survived by 
stepsons, Jimmie Garmon of 
Shelbyville and Jackie (Susan) 
Garmon of Cowden; step-
daughters, Barbara (David) 

Woods of Shelbyville and 
Deanna (Dennis) Coultas 
of Tower Hill; her mother, 
Gladys Butler of Paris; broth-
ers, Wayne (Vickie) Butler of 
Georgetown, Ronnie (Rosie) 
Butler of Paris; sisters, Fran-
ces Bristow of West Terre 
Haute, Ind., Patricia Jenkins 
of Saquache, Colo., Ani-
ta (David) Butler of Paris; 
half-brother, Arthur Friend; 
nine step-grandchildren; 11 
step great-grandchildren; and 
15 special nieces and nephews 
that were very dear to her.

She was preceded in death 
by her father; sister, Edna Es-
linger; and half-sister, Helen 
Garmon.

The family thanks the staff 
at Burnsides Community 
Health Center and Lincoln-
land Hospice for their com-
passionate care.

Online condolences at 
www.reedfuneralhome.net.

RONALD BUTLER SR.
Ronald Lee Butler Sr., 63, 

of Paris, passed away at 6:19 
p.m. Thursday, June 14, 2018, 
at Burnsides Community 
Health Center, Marshall. He 
was retired after running his 
own lawn mower and small 
engine repair business for 
many years. 

Visitation is from 3 to 7 
p.m. Monday June 18, at Tem-
pleton Funeral Home. Private 
interment is at a later date.

Mr. Butler was born Jan. 1, 
1955, at Paris, the son of Wil-
liam H. and Gladys Hicks But-
ler. He married Mary “Rosie” 
Eveland Dec. 18, 1976, at Par-
is, and she survives.

He is also survived by his 
mother, Gladys Butler of Par-
is; a son, Ronald L. (Darla) 
Butler Jr. of Palestine; a daugh-
ter, Erica (Tim) Kremitzki 
of Paris; one brother, Wayne 
(Vickie) Butler of George-

town; three sisters, Frances 
Bristow of West Terre Haute, 
Ind., Pat Jenkins of Colorado 
and Anita (David) Butler of 
Paris; six grandchildren, Dal-
ton Johnson, Sky Thomas, 
Devyn Kremitzki, Addison 
Kremitzki, Jenna Correll, and 
Grace Correll; as well as sever-
al nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his father and two sisters, 
Karen Garmon and Edna Es-
linger. 

Mr. Butler enjoyed working 
on lawn mowers and building 
things from scrap. He was a 
man of many talents. He loved 
camping and being outdoors. 
Above all else, he loved spend-
ing time with his family. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Lincolnland Hos-
pice.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com. 

KEITH MCDANIEL
MARSHALL – Keith E. Mc-

Daniel, 63, of Marshall, passed 
away at 12:47 a.m., Sunday, 

June 10, 2018, 
at Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.

A service 
honoring his 
life was 11 
a.m. Thurs-
day, June 14, 

at Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Pastor Jim Harper officiating. 
Burial was in Livingston Cem-
etery. Visitation was 5-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 13, at the fu-
neral home.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the maintenance fund 
of the Livingston Cemetery As-
sociation. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

MCDANIEL
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Editor, The Prairie Press:
PHS After Prom has come and 

gone once again this year, and 
the students and staff at PHS 
would like to thank the local 
businesses and individuals listed 
below who so graciously do-
nated money or prizes to After 
Prom.  Because of your gener-
osity, over $9,000 was raised 
and several prizes were donat-
ed.  We were able to rent many 
items from DIY Rental in Terre 
Haute to make the After Prom 
experience a memorable one. 
As always, the money donated 
was also used to purchase prizes 
beyond any items donated.  I’m 
very proud of my After Prom 
Committee as they collabo-
rated to complete this project 
together. 

The night would not be 
successful without the help of 
many people.  Thank you to 
Lorraine Bailey, Carol Jones, 
Mark Cox, Kevin Grant, Mark 
Sullivan, Kristy Bennett, Bessie 
Rigdon, Lindsey Hewitt, Mary 
Ann Stallings, Stefan Aydt, 
Lynn Anderson, Mike and Jami 
Wilson, Brett Block, Kaitlin 
Block, Stasi Myers, Dan Dundas, 
Tammy Pittenger, John Sim-
mons, Richard Sexton, Amy 
Hill, Nikki Johnson, and Linda 
Mullenix for volunteering their 
time to chaperone and helping 
to clean up when the party end-
ed.  Thank you to Kristy Bennett 
for organizing prizes. Without 
these chaperones and others 
that assisted, the night would 
not have run as smoothly as it 
did.  Thank you, too, to the office 
staff at PHS who collected the 
money/prizes and made sure the 
bills were paid.  

Thank you once again, Paris 
businesses and individuals for 
playing a major role in making 
After Prom a success.  Your will-
ingness to support PHS makes 
us as strong as we are.

Heather Seaton, After Prom Sponsor
Paris

Notion of  “Anti-Christ” 
Trump is ridiculous

Editor, The Prairie Press:
Saturday’s edition of The Prai-

rie Press contained a letter that 
begs a response.  It seems that the 
Trump Derangement Syndrome, 
where those opposed to the duly 
elected leader of our nation, will 
use anything, true or not, to 
demean the person and politics of 
Donald J. Trump.  

This time, a Never-Trumper, for 
that seems to be the place from 
which Pastor C.K. Nay comes 
when he suggests that the presi-
dent just may be the Anti-Christ. 
Other commentators have 
suggested that President Trump 
can be compared to Adolf Hitler, 
Benito Mussolini, Joseph Stalin 
or some other of the world’s most 
prolific mass murderers. Those 
allusions have been met with 
disdain from rational Americans, 
with good cause.

But now, Pastor Nay takes the 
antipathy toward our president to 
a higher level.  According to him, 
Trump is now a bigger player on 
the world stage than anyone has 
ever imagined, being one of the 
most evil of all beings since the 
beginning of time – the An-
ti-Christ.  Why cannot those who 
do not agree with the policies 
and person of Donald Trump just 
disagree and present cogent, fact-
based reasons why they do so?

In addition, this claim is a real 
stretch. I have been preaching for 
almost 58 years, and have, over 
that period of time, studied “end 
times” prophecies. Millennial, 
amillennial, postmillennial and 
premillennial  — all have their 
proponents and all have their 
differences with each other. But 
none I have seen claimed that 
an American president is the 
Anti-Christ.  

Trump’s interest in global 
economics is in making America’s 
economic health better. In fact, 
his policies are aimed at bringing 
fairness to our trade, which hurts 

other nations’ bottom line. His 
military outlook is to strengthen 
the armed services by upgrad-
ing our hardware, and refusing 
to expand our commitment 
in other parts of the world, in 
direct contrast to the interven-
tionist policies of his immediate 
predecessors, Barack Obama and 
George W. Bush.

A peace treaty with Israel, 
which pastor Nay suggests the 
“anti-Christ Trump” will negoti-
ate with Israel, makes no sense.  
We are Israel’s strongest patrons, 
and our supply of many of that 
nation’s military materiel is well 
known. Israel is our ally in the 
Middle East; one does not make 
peace treaties with one’s allies, but 
with one’s enemies.

If Pastor Nay’s purpose is to 
further demonize the president 
and erode support for him, that 
will not happen. Already, in 
less than one day after the letter 
appeared in The Prairie Press, 
I have encountered multiple 
people opposed to the viewpoints 
expressed, and the letter may have 
encouraged some more to vote 
for President Trump in 2020.  So 
perhaps some more opinions 
from Pastor Nay will paint Edgar 
County a deeper red in two years.

Russ Witmer,
Paris

President is not above 
the law

Editor, The Prairie Press:
The president and his legal 

team actually believe this pres-
ident is above the law, a theme 
right out of Nixon’s playbook.

According to them, he can 
pardon himself. They also say he 
does not have to testify, because 
doing so would interfere with his 
presidency. Even if he assassi-
nated Comey, he would not be 
arrested, they said.

So what if President Obama 
said he could never be indicted, 

SATURDAY,  
JUNE 16, 2018 6A

EDITORIAL BOARD:
Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher and editor
Gary Henry, staff writer

(Editor’s note: The follow-
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p e r m i s -
sion.)

Antho-
ny Bour-
dain might 
have been 
a celebrity 
chef, but 
v i e w e r s 
of his 
E m m y 

Award-winning travel 
show, “Parts Unknown,” 
didn’t tune in for curry and 
noodle recipes.

Cooking was simply the 
conceit Bourdain used to 
have a conversation about 
the culture, politics, strug-
gles and triumphs of peo-
ple around the world.

As a human geographer, 
I was drawn to how Bour-
dain upended the travel 
show genre, telling com-
pelling and complicated 
stories about people and 
places most Western view-
ers tend to view through 
a lens of simplistic stereo-
types or caricatures.

Even more remarkable, 
his work wasn’t relegated 
to obscurity. The show 
aired on CNN — a main-
stream cable outlet with 
millions of viewers.

I was especially interest-
ed in the way the show de-
picted Africa, a continent 
Western media tends to 
portray using what nov-
elist Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie famously called a 
“single story” — a mono-
lithic narrative of poverty, 
backwardness and hope-
lessness. 

So in a paper published 
last fall, I analyzed Bour-
dain’s Africa episodes, 
which took viewers to 
Congo-Kinshasa, South 
Africa, Tanzania, Mada-
gascar and Ethiopia.

In them, he largely re-
jects the “single story” 
approach taken by much 
travel writing, and later 
travel television, since 
at least the 16th centu-
ry. While the stories told 
about Africa in the West 
have changed over time, 
they’ve often lacked nu-
ance and multiple voices 
— something Bourdain 
was eager to provide. 

Celebrity 
suicides 
favored 
by media

An annual summer rite, Shriners Weekend is much more than barbecue

I’ve been reading the news feeds the last 
couple of days about the suicides of Kate 
Spade and Anthony Bourdain and how sui-
cide prevention is all over the media and so-

cial media and the experts are 
voicing their opinion. 

It is horrible these two 
famous people killed them-
selves, but they weren’t the 
only ones taking their own 
lives in that period. However, 
they are the ones receiving all 
the attention.

An average of 22 combat 
veterans reach the end of 
their ability to cope with life 

and end their lives every day. I have friends 
who have faced that choice and were ready to 
say goodbye. Thank God, they are all still here 
today, still fighting the demons that dwell in 
the minds of all who have seen the worst that 
man can offer. My friends continue winning 
that fight. There are no headlines for the ones 
who lost that fight. 

Children as young as nine years old are 
committing suicide because of the unchecked 
bullying that goes on in the public school sys-
tems across this country, but headlines don’t 
cover the stories. School systems do nothing 
to stop the bullying and no one is held ac-
countable for the deaths of these children. 
Statements are issued condemning the acts 
of bullying and condolences and moments 
of prayer are held as if these acts are good 
enough for society and the unbridled grief of 
the victims’ families.

Social media is flooded with the good in-
tentions of people posting the Suicide Pre-
vention hotline and asking for a friend or 20 
friends to share the number to show people 
care. What good does this accomplish? None, 
I’m afraid. The people who are afflicted by the 
demons raging inside won’t call, nor will the 
people who care, act to prevent a needless 
death.

I am by no means an expert on mental 
health problems or suicide, but as someone 
who has seen the effects of what a mentally ill 
person is capable of and as a person who has 
lost a family member to suicide, I see things 
differently. 

I have several close friends with PTSD and 
can tell from their posts on social media if 
something is wrong. I immediately message 
them to make sure they are OK and sit and lis-
ten to them as they talk about their problem. 
I listen to friends on the phone and cry with 
them over things they can’t control, until we 
both agree things are better. I listen to those 
people who have the demons raging inside 
them and do my best to help. I’ve climbed 
down into that black hole to sit with my sol-
diers until the light of day begins to take away 
the dark.

I’ve lost a son and another family member 
to suicide although in the other family mem-
ber’s case, the cause of death was listed as a 
disease, not the demons that had possessed 
them from childhood. I know the pain suicide 
causes and the inability to explain why. 

As a public servant, I know the signs of 
someone who is suicidal, but in my son’s case 
I didn’t realize what was going on until it was 
too late. The hole grows larger and deeper ev-
ery year.

I hadn’t planned on this being this long, but 
it is what it is. If anyone suspects someone is 
contemplating ending their life, talk to them, 
visit with them, urge them to get help. Mental 
health no longer has the stigma attached to it 
as it did years ago. Get involved with friends 
who have no one close. Watch loved ones for 
changes that aren’t normal. Don’t be part of 
the problem, be a part of the solution. 

God has given us another beautiful day to 
revel in the beauty around us and the love of 
him and our family and friends. 

Enjoy everything that you come in contact 
with because tomorrow is never promised.

(Gary Butler is a native of Paris, a former 
Paris policeman, a retired chief of police in 
northern Illinois and a veteran of Iraqi Free-
dom. He and his wife, Karen, live in Florida. 
Email him at gkbutler@hotmail.com.)

Edgar County Shrine Weekend 
has  become a summer tradition — 
but it’s much more than the parade, 
tractor and truck pulls, dirt races and 
barbecue.

We each have special memories 
growing up in Paris of what has be-
come the kickoff to summer the sec-
ond weekend of  June. Whether it is 
the smoky smell of beef cooking over 
the fires on the lawn of the Edgar 
County Courthouse, the auction, the 
Kentucky hillbillies with their antics 
or the bands from throughout the 
Springfield Ansar Temple, the Edgar 
County Shrine Club members have 
provided an album of memories.

But what happens each June is 
much more than activities and bar-
becue. The money raised from the 
various events goes to support the 
Shrine Hospitals for Children — St. 

Louis. In the past 10 years, our coun-
ty club has donated more than $1 
million to that hospital. The county 
club is traditionally the leading giver 
to the hospital in a five-state area.

Founded in 1922, the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children are one of the 
largest pediatric sub-specialty health 
care systems in the world, providing 
specialized care to children with 
orthopedic conditions, burns, spinal 
cord injuries and cleft lip and palate. 
The Shriners hospital system has 
grown to 22 locations in North and 
Central America — including St. 
Louis, Mo.

If you don’t think local children 

benefit from their work, you couldn’t 
be more wrong. Edgar County 
children regularly make the trip to 
St. Louis for orthopedic and other 
treatments. Local Shriners provide 
transportation and support for the 
children and their families — and 
are happy to do so.

There is a quote that has been 
attibuted to everyone from Abraham 
Lincoln to Calvin Coolidge to anon-
ymous, but it always makes us think 
of the Shriners: “No person stands 
as tall as when they stoop to help a 
child.”

We are proud of the work of the 
Edgar County Shrine Club members 
and their continued committment to 
make a difference for the all children 
who face major medical  challenges.

The weekend was — as Shriners 
tell us — “all for the kids.”  Thank 
you.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 
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In the imaginations of 
many Westerners, Africa 
exists as a silent, docile, set 
piece — a contrasting other. 

Sociologist Jan Ned-
erveen Pieterse notes that 
for centuries — through de-
liberate lies and well-mean-
ing mistakes — travel 
writers, missionaries and 
popular media outlets have 
wrongly depicted Africa as a 
place devoid of civilization, 
a frontier of wilderness and 
savagery. 

The dominant narrative 
goes something like this: 
If the West is stable, Africa 
must be chaotic; if the West 
is mature, Africa must be 
infantile; and if the West is 
technologically advanced, 
Africa must be primitive.

Reality television and 
travel shows often deploy 
these tropes. Cultural an-
thropologist Kathryn Ma-
thers has written widely on 
media depictions of Africa, 
suggesting that programs 
like “Survior: Africa” and 

Nicholas Kristof ’s popular 
newspaper columns tell pre-
dictable stories of poverty 
and chaos with little effort 
to contextualize them with-
in a larger history.

The dynamic voices of 
Africans — hardly a mono-
lithic category — are often 
absent in these narratives. 
In the rare event they do ap-
pear, they’re often presented 
as people without politics 
who exist only to welcome 
tourists and protect rhi-
nos. Intrepid conservation 
officers and overburdened 
health workers are favorite 
characters, along with the 
traditional leader, the street 
vendor and the small child 
in school uniform.

Cable news coverage of 
Africa also tells a single sto-
ry. As Mathers wryly notes, 
when the continent does get 
coverage, the stories can be 
distilled down to the same 
topic: “the horrors of the 
hopeless continent, as seen 
on CNN.”

But Anthony Bourdain 
was also seen on CNN.

Beginning with his mem-

oir, “Kitchen Confidential,” 
Bourdain built his persona 
as a speaker of unspoken 
truths. Likewise, he steered 
his travel show to parts 
unknown — or, more ac-
curately, parts only known 
through incomplete tropes.

In each episode, Bourdain 
gives a brief historical over-
view to remind the audience 
that places are made by their 
histories. He doesn’t gloss 
over the difficult ones. For 
example, when explaining 
contemporary Congo, he 
implicates his American 
viewers: 

“When the new country 
managed to inaugurate their 
first democratically elected 
leader, Patrice Lumumba, 
the CIA and the British, 
working through the Bel-
gians, had him killed. We 
helped to install this mis-
erable bastard in his place: 
Joseph Mobutu.” 

When Bourdain is in 
Madagascar, he reflects on 
his own conflicted relation-
ship to tourism and colo-
nialism. 

In Season 6, Ethiopi-
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an-born, Swedish-raised 
chef Marcus Samuelsson 
joins him in Ethiopia. To-
gether, they explore the 
theme of home in the con-
text of the African diaspora.

While one might criticize 
Bourdain’s perspectives, he 
could never be accused of 
taking a sanitized, apolitical 
approach. 

In the episode on Tan-
zania, he visits a Maasai 
village — a common pit 
stop for travel shows about 
East Africa. But “Parts Un-
known” rejects the stereo-
type that the Maasai are an 
isolated, backwards tribe 
that exists apart from the 
modern world. 

When a villager learns 
that Bourdain was born in 
New Jersey, he tells the host 
that his son attends univer-
sity there. The conversation 
picks up again later in the 
episode, when Bourdain and 
the Maasai man thoughtful-
ly ponder globalization and 
the anxiety and opportunity 
of social change. Bourdain 
understands that his African 
hosts aren’t anchored to a 

static past. Instead, they are 
dynamic actors in a global 
economy.

Bourdain writes his own 
reflections into each script. 
In Madagascar, Bourdain re-
minds viewers that

“the camera is a liar. It 
shows everything. It shows 
nothing. It reveals only what 
we want. Often, what we see 
is seen only from a window, 
moving past and then gone. 
One window. My window. 
If you had been here, chanc-
es are you would have seen 
things differently.” 

The episode then cuts to 
previously rolled footage 
but reedited in the style of 
Mathers’ “horrors of the 
hopeless.” It’s all done to 
show the ease with which 
dominant narratives are 
packaged and to emphasize 
that “Parts Unknown” seeks 
to convey something entire-
ly different.

The greatest strength of 
“Parts Unknown” was its 
comfort with unknowns 
remaining unknown — its 
resistance to arriving at 
singular truths about com-

plex places. Bourdain never 
claimed that the “artifice 
of making television” — as 
he called it – allowed more 
than “one window, his win-
dow.” 

Yet it was an open win-
dow, a critical lens that 
helped his large audience 
disentangle the tropes so 
often served up by popular 
media. Bourdain was critical 
of the single story, critical of 
widely held stereotypes and 
perhaps most critical of his 
own position as a masterful 
storyteller.

(Jacob Henry, a 2012 Shi-
loh High School graduate, is 
a human geographer working 
on the cultural and geopolitics 
of school and employment in 
Namibia. He is a Ph.D. stu-
dent at the University of Ha-
wai’i at Manoa.)
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GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

The Eastern Illinois Truck 
Show is coming to the Edgar 
County Fairgrounds July 7. 
Classes featured include: show 
n’ shine, lifted, lowered, 72 and 
older, Jeep, ladies choice and 
best of show. Other activities 

include dirt drags, a burnout 
contest, and the HDluxxx raffle.  
Registration for the dirt drags is 
$20 per class and $30 for two- 
and four-wheel drive. Burnout 
box rounds are $10 per burnout 
(tires are provided), and raffle 

tickets are $10 each.
Admission is $5 per person 

at the gate. More information is 
available on the Eastern Illinois 
Truck Show facebook page, 
or by calling 217-264-3054 or 
217-799-7363.

Truck show at fairgrounds

no matter what? How would 
that have gone down the 
throats of the constitutional-
ists?

We would not, as a nation, 
have a mechanism to remove 
a president if this were true. 
You cannot indict a sitting 
president. Fine. Impeach him, 
then indict him.

Just so we can as a nation, 
have some sense of normalcy 
back and for the record, the 
long national nightmare is 
Trump, not Mueller.

Has our country gone so far 
Trump that we have lost our na-

tional cohesiveness as a people? 
I think so, and the frailness of 
our democracy is showing, like 
our flag shredding in the wind.

Tone it down, he says, cover 
it up, and I will pardon you. 
There is a difference between 
crime and slime. Neither one 
is acceptable, nor should be 
upheld, just because you can’t 
admit to yourself you voted 
for it.

Anita Griffith,
Vermilion

Bake sales cause 
obesity

Editor, The Prairie Press:
A major health problem of 

ours is obesity. It leads to di-
abetes, heart disease and the 
early death of the suspension 
system of our cars.

A major cause of obesity 
is bake sales. Our for-profit 
healthcare system often 
inadequately covers our 
healthcare expenses. Thus we 
host bake sales to pay for what 
insurance doesn’t.

If we had single-payer, not-
for-profit healthcare, perhaps 
extending Medicare to every-
one, we could eliminate bake 
sales, greatly reduce obesity 
and save the suspension of 
our cars.

Michael Bennett
Vermilion
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MARTHA MORRIS
CHRISMAN – Martha 

Louise Morris, 78, of Rich-
mond, Ky., passed away June 8, 

2018. 
A service 

was 12:30 
p.m. Tues-
day, June 
12, at Kra-
bel Funeral 
Home. Burial 
followed in 

Woodland Cemetery. Visita-
tion was from 11 a.m. until the 
service time Tuesday at the fu-
neral home.   

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

MORRIS

ARLIE CARTRIGHT
Arlie Estell Cartright, 

84, of Paris, passed away at 
7:51 a.m. Sunday, June 10, 

2018, at 
H o r i z o n 
H e a l t h 
Emergen-
cy Room.   

A grave-
side service was 2:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 13, in 
Pleasant Hill Cemetery, 
with Pastor Benjamin Car-
tright officiating. Ameri-
can Legion Post 211 and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3601 provided mili-
tary honors. Visitation was 
from 1 to 2 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 13, at Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home. 

More information and 
online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.
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them,” said Wood. “We have 
some people who are prob-
lems and other jails don’t want 
them.”

Voigt referred the matter to 
the county board’s sheriff com-
mittee to work with Wood on 
how best to address this new 
wrinkle.

“Everything is on the table,” 
said Voigt. “We can’t drag our 
feet anymore.”

The sheriff was questioned 
about several expensive vehicle 
repairs. He said the repairs are 
the result of an aging fleet of 
vehicles breaking down. Two 
patrol cars, for example, need-
ed new transmissions.

Wood added the depart-
ment ordered two new patrol 
vehicles but the dealership 
went out of business and now 
he has to track down the status 
of those orders. No money was 
paid toward the vehicles so it 
is still on hand but the depart-
ment does not have the vehi-
cles either.

County clerk and record-
er August Griffin reported a 
need to fill two vacancies in his 
office, including that of chief 
deputy Terri Quinn, whom he 
said is leaving for a better pay-
ing position.

Griffin noted the departures 
are a significant loss for his of-

MUSEUM
FROM PAGE 1A

she said.
The handbook also in-

cludes provisions that both 
Paris 95 and Crestwood 
students must have permits 
obtained from their respec-
tive districts to register. Pre-
viously, only Crestwood stu-
dents were required to have 
permits.

Bailey explained the state 
considers and treats PHS 
as separate high schools for 
each district and the permits 
will help the school and the 
districts keep  better track of 
students and where they are 
residing.

The handbook also in-
cludes:

Bus rules for the shuttle 
buses, field trip buses and 
other bus trips.

Incentives for student at-
tendance for less than four 
absences as well as perfect 
attendance and outstanding 
behavior. 

“It’s important that kids 
come to school and they re-
spond to incentives,” Bailey 
said.

The board also approved 
another one-year contract 
with MSB Transportation to 
provide shuttle services, ath-
letic transportation as well 
as after-school transporta-
tion for students who attend 
study tables. The new con-
tract also clarifies overnight 
trips requiring bus transpor-
tation, Bailey said.

In other business, the 
board awarded the bid for 
the school’s insurance to 
Church Insurance. Bailey 
said other bidders were 
Ramsa and Dimond Bros.

Church Insurance, she ex-
plained, provided the best 
match for the bid specifica-
tions. The total cost for the 
package is $73,417 a savings 
of $3,354.

Bailey also recommended 
creating the position of fa-
cilities use coordinator for 
the school. The coordina-
tor, she said, is responsible 
for scheduling and super-
vising the use of the high 
school facility by groups 
outside the school system 
and reports directly to the 
principal.

PARIS
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that is not only for younger 
children but also older ones 
that have come here to the 
museum for several years now. 
The ropes course will allow 
children of all ages to have 
something exciting and fun 
to do here at the museum,” 
Hughes said. 

Children and adults who are 
42 inches or taller are welcome 
to the course. Kids between 
42 and 48 inches must be ac-
companied by an adult while 
anyone 48 inches or taller can 

Schluter reported on the 
Aims Web Plus testing used 
to measure advancement of 
the elementary students. 
The online Aims test is ad-
ministered at least three 
times during the school 
year.

The first test early in 

the year establishes a 
baseline for each student. 
Other tests follow near 
mid-year and at the close 
of the year. 

A series of tests is regard-
ed as a far more accurate 
measure of learning than 
the old No Child Left Be-
hind federal law that used 
a single-test to determine 
how close each child came 

to an arbitrary learning 
standard.

“Overall, we had some 
really good growth,” said 
Schluter.

One of the biggest im-
provements came in math, 
which Schluter credited to a 
new math series the school 
purchased for instruction.

“It’s good to see that go-
ing up,” board member Jim 

Ingram said about the re-
sults.

In an action item, the 
board raised the student 
lunch fee from $2.55 to 
$2.65 and the adult lunch 
fee from $3 to $3.10.

Acklin explained the in-
crease is necessary to com-
ply with revised federal 
regulations for the free and 
reduced lunch program.

SCORES
FROM PAGE 1A

fice because of the big learn-
ing curve needed to master 
the jobs. He described the 
situation as a burden for the 
office but assured county 
board members his staff will 
get through the transition.

Board member John 
Chittick said the loss to 
Griffin’s office is indicative 
of how little Edgar County 
government employees are 
paid.

“At some point, we have 
to figure out how to get the 
salaries better in the court-
house,” said Chittick. “We 
can’t keep good people if we 
don’t.”

There is more involved 
here than paying people 
and keeping vehicles in op-
erating order. The county 
is also dealing with aging 
infrastructure, especially 
with a courthouse that is 
more than 125 years old 
and in need of significant 
repairs.

In addition to address-
ing these issues, the county 
board must find money to 
reduce a long-standing defi-
cit in the general fund as 
well as put money aside in 
a special fund to eventually 
assume responsibility for 
paying off the bonds that fi-
nanced the 2012 restoration 
work of the courthouse 
clock tower.

According to the job 
description, the coor-
dinator, “facilitates the 
use of the school build-
ing and property with 
community requests in 
order to maintain a safe 
environment for all users 
and to ensure compliance 
with local, state and fed-
eral regulations and re-
quirements.”

The position is not 
just for the Paris Cen-
ter of Fine Arts, she em-
phasized, but the entire 
school building including 
the gym, library, cafe-
teria and other areas of 
the school. The coordi-
nator will lock and un-
lock doors, schedule any 
workers needed including 
janitorial, supervision and 
light and sound engineers. 
The coordinator will be 
responsible for keeping 
an up to date calendar  
and check with the school 
calendars for dates and 
times. 

Bailey said the position 
is administrative and does 
not require a college de-
gree. 

The board also filled 
three positions for the 
2018-2019 school year.

Kyra Hutching was em-
ployed as the agriculture 
teacher and sponsor for 
the FFA for the school 
year and Lindsey Hollis 
was hired as a special ed-
ucation teacher for the 
coming year.

Jessica Navarrette was 
hired as the school’s 
French Club sponsor for 
the coming school year.

Other action by the 
board:

Approved the annual 
prevailing wage resolu-
tion required by the Illi-
nois Department of Labor 
with member Jim Blue 
voting no.

Established the fees 
for the coming school 
year. Registration will 
be $60, up from $50. 
Bailey said it is the first 
time the registration fee 
has been increased since 
2008.

Set the school lunch 
prices at $2.80 for lunch 
and $1.45 for breakfast.

navigate it by themselves. 
The ropes course officially 

opens to the public Tuesday, 
June 19, and a ticket for the 
course will provide unlimited 
access for the day. The chal-
lenge has an added-on ticket 
price of $7 for non-members 
and $3 for members of the 
museum. A general admis-
sion ticket for the museum is 
$8. 

“I’m very excited for this 
to be opened to the public,” 
Hughes said “I think it will 
make a big impact in the Terre 
Haute community and those 
that surround us.” 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairieopress.net

BROCTON – The air got 
cleared during the Wednes-
day, June 13, Brocton Village 
Board meeting.

A delegation from the 
Brocton Fire Protection Dis-
trict attended the meeting 
with questions about use of 
the village fire hydrants.

Fire protection trustee Kev-
in Key wanted an explanation 
why the department’s trucks 
are not allowed to hook onto 
a hydrant as a water source 
when fighting a structure fire.

Dennis Cary, Brocton may-
or, was unaware of any such 
prohibition. He said during a 
structure fire, firefighters are 
expected to use the hydrants.

According to Cary, the con-
fusion may have come from a 
previous village request the 
fire service not fill tankers 
from the hydrants.

“The reason we don’t want 
them (hydrants) used for that 
is it is treated water and that 
costs the village money,” said 
Cary.

The village’s current wa-

ter treatment plant was con-
structed with an outside ap-
paratus for filling the tanker 
trucks with untreated water 
directly from the well. Water 
for fire fighting does not have 
to be safe for drinking.

Fire chief Kraig Key in-
formed the village board 
there is a problem with filling 
at the water treatment plant. 
He said it takes a little more 
than three minutes to fill a 
tanker from a hydrant but the 
process is three times as long, 
at more than nine minutes, at 
the treatment plant.

Such a long delay in getting 
water results in much more 
damage when fighting a struc-
ture fire, said Chief Key.

Cary was surprised by 
the information. He said the 
building’s design called for 
the tanker to fill as fast or 
faster than using the hydrant. 
The mayor said the village 
will look for a solution to the 
problem.

Kevin Key asked the village 
to lift a prohibition on fire-
fighters periodically flushing 
hydrants. He said the flushing 

provides multiple benefits 
for the fire service. The work 
gives younger firefighters 
practice attaching a hose to 
a hydrant and operating the 
devices.

Periodic flushing helps pre-
vent valves from sticking, and 
it is a good way to measure 
water flow so the hydrants 
with the best pressure can 
be color coded in a bid to 
improve Brocton’s Insurance 
Service Office (ISO) rating 
and perhaps lower fire insur-
ance costs in Brocton.

Cary supported the fire 
department flushing the hy-
drants. He said several years 
ago the village did intervene 
with a fire service flushing 
when all of the hydrants were 
opened at one time and the 
tower drained so rapidly the 
village had to issue a boil order.

The mayor encouraged 
the fire service to flush the 
hydrants multiple times each 
year but asked the flushing 
project be limited to only 
one-quarter of the hydrants 
per session. Flushing, Cary 
said, has benefits for village 

water customers.
“It helps the village keep 

the water cleaner,” said Cary.
In other business, Cary 

asked the trustees to increase 
the number of patrol hours 
for part-time police chief Ray 
Sollars from 30 to a previous-
ly authorized 60 hours per 
month.

“We’ve had a lot of vandal-
ism – things broken and sto-
len,” said Cary.

Trustee Debbie Porter en-
dorsed the change, noting 
her property was vandalized 
when someone spray painted 
her fence. 

The change was authorized.
The board also approved 

the expenditure of up to $500 
for the acquisition of contain-
ers and decorative plants for 
the containers as a beautifica-
tion project for the small busi-
ness district. As part of the 
discussion, village resident 
John St. Clair volunteered to 
paint trash receptacles, if the 
village supplies the paint.

“I think we’ve got to try 
something,” said Cary, regard-
ing the beautification effort. 

BY NED JENISON
njenison@me.com

The annual Shrine weekend 
is past, but several more sum-
mer activities are coming up, 
the Paris City Council noted at 
its Monday, June 11, meeting.

Commissioner Bob Boyer 
announced the fire depart-
ment will conduct its annual 
Fill The Boot campaign to sup-
port the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association on July 4th, with 
members stationed on Jasper 
at Main and Central from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and again 
from 3 to 5 p.m.

The Relay For Life commit-
tee holds a similar fundraiser 
July 27-28, in preparation for 
the annual event planned for 
Aug. 4 at Twin Lakes West 
Park, commissioner Jerry 
Branson reported.

The council approved two 

grants from the Hotel/Mo-
tel tax fund at the request of 
finance commissioner Har-
ry Hughes. The Chamber of 
Commerce received $1,500 
to help promote a downtown 
block party later this year, after 
the one scheduled earlier this 
summer was rained out. The 
Edgar County Farm Bureau re-
ceived $2,000 to help promote 
the summer Farmers Market, 
held on the north side of the 
square each Saturday morning 
during the summer months.

Cliff Macke spoke to the 
council on behalf of the Par-
is Park Board to inform the 
council on maintenance and 
park activities scheduled this 
year. Included are the In-
dependence Day fireworks 
planned for Saturday, July 7, 
and additional displays for the 
Holiday In The Park feature 

between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.

He reported the Park Board 
now meets at 5 p.m. on the last 
Tuesday of each month.

During a brief business ses-
sion, the council approved sev-
eral administrative or house-
keeping motions.

Aaron Damler was appoint-
ed a new member of the TIF 
Advisory Board for a term 
ending in 2022. The council 
granted a $10,000 loan, on 
recommendation of the TIF 
committee, to Bill Mitchell 
toward a proposed renovation 
of property at 605 West Jasper 
Street for an automotive sales 
business. The total upgrade of 
the property is estimated to 
cost $23,000.

The council authorized the 
sale of a vacant residential lot 
at 726 North Main Street, ac-

quired by the city through con-
demnation.

Maintenance expenses ap-
proved included $1,770 to 
Mid America Fire & Safety to 
cover the fire department’s ex-
trication equipment; $2,672 to 
Faulk’s Garage for repairs to the 
department’s Engine 6; pay-
ment of $1,199 to Neal Tire for 
repairs to a sewer department 
truck; $4,279 to Wabash Val-
ley Motor to rebuild pumps at 
sewer department lift stations; 
and purchase of a locator for 
the water/sewer department 
from Subsurface Solutions for 
$5,846.

Mayor Craig Smith an-
nounced the next agenda 
meeting is 4 p.m. June 20, and 
the regular council meeting 
at 5:30 p.m. Monday, June 
25, with the public invited to 
both.

Misunderstanding resolved

City Band’s diverse 
concert program
SPECIAL TO THE CITY 
PRESS

The next Paris City Band 
Concert is 7 p.m. Sunday, 
June 17, at Spicer Pavilion 
in Twin Lakes Park.

Kevin Pruiett, Paris High 
School Director of Bands, 
is taking a break from the 
city band trumpet section 
to conduct the musicians in 
a diverse and entertaining 
concert.

The concert opens with 
a magnificent piece written 
in 1996 by Samuel Hazo. 
With a feel of grandeur 
underlying a racing pulse, 
“Olympiada” captures the 
human condition of intense 
glory and pain inspired 
by the Olympics. That is 
followed by one of John 
Philip Sousa’s most famous 
military marches, “Hands 
Across the Sea,” composed 
in 1899 in the wake of the 
Spanish-American War and 
addressed to all of Ameri-
ca’s friends abroad. Sousa 
prefaced the sheet music's 
score with a timely quota-
tion from the English diplo-
mat John Hookham Frere: 
"A sudden thought strikes 
me; let us swear eternal 
friendship.”

The next piece is Clare 
Grundman’s “American 
Folksong Suite No. 3,” 
which he based on folk-
songs of the American 
West. It includes “Colorado 
Trail,” “Git Along Little Do-
gies,”” Careless Love” and 
“Turkey in the Straw.” 

Leroy Anderson’s pe-

City Council discusses summer

Special to The Prairie Press

New officers for the Paris Altrusa Club are left to right, Linda 
Chittick, co-president; Mary Patrick, scholarship chair; Liz 
Gough, co-president; Marty Williams, treasurer; Elaine Fayhee, 
board of directors; and Gale Wood, secretary.

Special to The Prairie Press

Mary Patrick presents the 2018 Altrusa Scholarship to Paris 
High School graduate Dakota Henry, who is attending Indiana 
State University to pursue civil engineering technology.

rennial favorite “Syncopat-
ed Clock” follows. Ander-
son composed the piece in 
1945 when he was invited to 
guest-conduct Arthur Fiedler’s 
Boston Pops Orchestra. In 
1950, it was selected as the 
theme music for WCBS-TV’s 
first venture into late-night 
TV, and it lasted as such for the 
next 25 years as well as being 
used as the theme for other 
shows. 

“Syncopated Clock” is fol-
lowed by the third movement 
of “English Folk Song Suite” 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
titled, “Folk Songs from Som-
erset.”

A Frank Ticheli arrange-
ment of the familiar American 
tune “Shenandoah” ranges 
from quiet reflection, through 
growing optimism, to pro-
found exaltation. In contrast, 
the piece that follows is the en-
ergetic and challenging com-
position “Foundry” by John 
Mackey. This is a contempo-
rary piece that features unusual 
rhythms and effects created by 
the percussion section. 

University of Illinois fans 
can look forward to the clos-
ing song. “Pride of the Illini” 
was composed in 1921 by Karl 
King expressly for the March-
ing Illini and is still part of the 
band’s famous 3-in-1 halftime 
performance.

The concert is a perfect for 
a Father’s Day outing to Twin 
Lakes Park, where the children 
can play in the Splash Park and 
All-Abilities Playground while 
the family enjoys another qual-
ity performance by the Paris 
City Band.
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DUNDAS
ABOUT
SPORTS

If it wasn’t for an NBA 
Finals comeback for the 
ages in 2016 thanks to 

L e B r o n 
J a m e s , 
last week 
w o u l d 
h a v e 
m a r k e d 
the Gold-
en State 
Warriors 
f o u r t h 
s t r a i g h t 
N B A 

championship. That feat 
would have been unheard 
of since the 1960s Boston 
Celtics with Bill Russell, 
who rattled off eight titles 
in a row, granted in a league 
with six teams. 

The three titles in four 
years for the Warriors have 
opened up this big can of 
worms: Are they a dynas-
ty? And for that matter, 
what qualifies as a dynasty 
in American professional 
sports? 

One dictionary defini-
tion says a dynasty is a, 
"sports franchise which 
has a prolonged run of 
successful seasons." How 
many seasons that is, and 
how many titles fit into that 
range of years are up for de-
bate and probably won’t be 
settled here. 

As well, it is implied 
that a certain number of 
championships have to be 
attained. We’ll look at the 
NBA first off, and move 
down the list in degree of 
difficulty. 

Even with the multitude 
of three-peat champions 
in NBA history, the 80s 
Lakers, or 90s Bulls would 
qualify, as their success 
lasted more than a few 
years. The Warriors look to 
be taking this run into the 
next decade, so they can 
qualify as well. 

It’s easier to keep a dy-
nasty extended for that 
length in the NBA, where 
careers are longer, and 
landing a transformational 
player can lynchpin a team 
for nearly a decade. 

Hockey sneaks in as 
a close second, though 
winning the Stanley Cup 
is arguably the toughest 
thing to do in sports. Not 
counting the early days of 
the sport before expansion 
in the 1960s upped the 
pool of teams past six, the 
Edmonton Oilers won five 
Stanley Cups across the lat-
ter part of the 1980s, while 
the Chicago Blackhawks 
grabbed three in the first 
six years of this decade. 

The dynasty definition 
can be what you make it, 
especially if you want to 
go with quality over quan-
tity, in which case the New 
York Islanders could count 
as one too, ripping off four 
straight Stanley Cups from 
1980-1983. 

The window for the 
NFL can be whittled down 
somewhat, given how hard 
it is to keep a 53 man roster 
running at full tilt. Possess-
ing a future Hall of Fame 
quarterback can make 
things a bit easier in the 
playoffs when a team can 
get hot. There are too many 
moving parts on a roster, 
and depending on the po-
sition, certain players wear 
down quicker than others, 
so striking while the iron is 
hot as they say is quite an 
accomplishment in itself. 

The Pittsburgh Steelers 
of the late 1970s managed 

Paris Football starts prep for season
Tigers made strides against the competition in 7-on-7 tournament at Camp Rantoul
BY DAN DUNDAS 
Dandundis82@gmail.com

As high school football teams pre-
pare for the summer, one of the first tac-
tivities is 7-on-7 tournament play. The 
7-on-7 format consists of players on of-
fense and defense that are not linemen. 
The only plays run are passing plays. 

Many high school teams will run the 
ball a majority of the time. However, 
since high schools have limited prac-
tice time to sync up their passing game, 
these tournaments are beneficial when 
that time in a game arrives. It also gives 
coaches a chance to see which players 

can handle certain positions offensively 
and defensively before practices build 
up later in the summer. 

The rules are much different from 
a normal game. Each team gets four 
downs to go 20 yards instead of 10 for 
a first down. Two hand touch replaces 
tackling, and quarterbacks aren’t pres-
sured, but do have to release the ball by 
at least four seconds to simulate a pass 
rush from the defense. 

Paris made the annual trip to West 
Vigo this past Saturday and won the Il-
liana shootout, sweeping Sullivan 26-8, 
South Vermilion 34-14, and Cumber-

land 27-16. Other teams joining the 
fray were host West Vigo, South Put-
nam, Linton and Robinson. 

The tournament was spread over two 
full fields, with two games going at once 
toward opposite end zones. The Tigers 
started off on the field, and made their 
way to the other field as the day pro-
gressed. The final games were cut short 
due to an impending rainstorm. 

Five of Paris’ seven defensive play-
ers were either playing new positions 
or were new to the varsity level and 
the inexperience showed in the first 
game. After that, they started making 

big plays, including a few interceptions 
from Josh Willmoth. Offensively, se-
nior quarterback Caleb Gates settled 
down after his first game and repeatedly 
heaved the ball downfield, usually land-
ing in the hands of Caleb Mullenix for 
multiple scores. 

Paris is arriving back from Camp 
Rantoul today where, over the course 
of a three-day period, they will have  
scrimmaged both the JV and Varsity, 
as well as have individual drill sessions, 
against Arcola, Argenta-Oreana and fre-
quent state playoff visitor Tolono Unity.

For as long as I can remem-
ber, comparisons between 
all things current and in the 

past have 
occupied our 
conversations, 
timelines and 
water-cooler 
discussions.

The latest 
comparison 
has reared 
its ugly head 
the last few 
months in 
the person 

of LeBron James. While the 
Golden State Warriors were 
in the process of sweeping 
the Cleveland Cavaliers in 
the NBA Finals last week, the 
focus of sports talk radio cen-
tered around the comparison 
of LeBron to Michael Jordan. 

Many people over the age of 
40 feel that Jordan is the great-
est basketball player of all time. 
Some people over the age of 
60 feel that Wilt Chamberlain, 
Elgin Baylor or Kareem-Abdul 
Jabbar was the greatest of all 
time. 

While this column is not 
meant to settle this debate, it is 
intended to bring attention to 
the fact that we are witnessing 
the career of one of the best 
players to ever step on the 
basketball court. 

One can bring up the fact 
that Jordan won six NBA titles 
without losing. The propo-
nents for James will counter 
that argument with the fact 
that LeBron has taken his 
teams to the finals nine times 
since joining the league in 
2003; including the last eight 
seasons in a row. 

Both players have been 
selected to 14 all-star games. 
James has been named the 
MVP of the league three times, 
compared to five times for Jor-
dan. MJ sits at num ber four on 
the all-time scoring list, while 
James is currently seventh and 
climbing.

The point is this. Those of us 
who had the great fortune of 
watching Michael Jordan and 
the Bulls in their heyday feel 
that he is the GOAT (Greatest 
Of All Time). Those who are 
not old enough to remember 
Jordan, and are enjoying every-
thing that LeBron is doing now, 
feel that James is the GOAT. 
Where things get silly is when 
someone states that one or the 
other is the de-facto best to ever 
play. 

This type of comparison is 
not confined just to basketball. 
Oh no, no, no. Turn your radio 
dial to any sports-talk station 
on the AM dial (those of you 
under 20 years of age, ask your 
parents for assistance) be-
tween the months of Decem-
ber to February, and you will 

Enjoying 
greatness in 
sports

See CHAMBERS, Page 10A

PARIS NATIVE PAVING FUTURE WITH SYCAMORES

Special to The Prairie Press
Della Gher focuses on a pitch against Purdue during an April 11 game at Bittinger Field in West Lafeyette.

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Just a few years ago, Della Gher was 
a senior at Paris High School with a 
passion for softball. That passion 
paved the way for not only her colle-
giate education, but her athletic ca-
reer with the Indiana State University 
Sycamores as well. 

She graduated from Paris in De-
cember 2016 due to her academic 
prowess in high school and began 
training with the Sycamores imme-
diately, enrolling the next semester 
at ISU. 

Now a soon-to-be junior for the 
blue and white, Gher has found a 
spot in the lineup as a pitcher. The 
spot, however, did not come easy for 
the former Tiger. 

One of the biggest changes she had 
to adjust to in her time at ISU was the 
level of competition at Indiana State 
with the teams Sycamores play. 

“I personally don’t think that the 
Missouri Valley Conference gets 
enough credit for its level of compe-
tition,” Gher said. “Every team you 
face is tough and every batter you 
face is tough. Nothing is handed to 
you here.” 

Even with stout competition, Gher 
excelled her freshman year, pitching in 
29 games and starting one. She man-
aged to break the Indiana State sin-
gle-season record for saves with five 
and held an impressive 4.28 ERA and 
3-1 record across 50.2 innings pitched. 

Her sophomore season led to even 
more success, with her ERA drop-
ping to 2.78 across the span of 33 
games and 63 innings pitched for the 
Sycamores. There was, however, al-
ways the strive to excel and get more 
out of her abilities on the mound. 

With every challenge she has faced, 
there have been a plethora of people 
who have helped Gher along the 
way in her collegiate career. One of 
the biggest in her life has been Erin 
Arevalo. 

“She made me stronger mentally 
and helped me to mature as a play-
er,” Gher said of Arevalo. “How she 

coaches helps me to correct myself 
on the mound when she can’t be out 
there with me.” 

Arevalo, the pitching coach for the 
Sycamores, has found success with 
the team since being hired in August 
2017. 

When talking about everyone else 
who has made an impact on her, 
Gher was quick to include not only 
the coaching staff but all of her team-
mates as well. 

“The staff and this whole team, just 
everything that they have done for 
me and the great moments that they 
have added to my life, I appreciate all 
of them,” Gher said. 

Not only has Gher excelled on the 
softball diamond, but she has also 
found plenty of success in the class-
room at ISU. 

She is currently pursuing a degree in 
biology with a specialization in med-
ical laboratory science. After gradu-
ation, she hopes to pursue graduate 
school with the intention of becoming 
an occupational therapist. 

However, with everything she has 

learned in the classroom, there are 
some things that can only be taught 
on the field.  

“One of the biggest things that soft-
ball has taught me is that confidence 
really is key. It taught me to build my 
own confidence and that I can’t wait 
for anyone else to build it for me. If 
you aren’t confident, you won’t suc-
ceed,” Gher said. 

She has a special place in her heart 
for the Paris community and the spe-
cial connections made here. 

Many of the faces she sees are fa-
miliar ones when she attends the Paris 
Girls Softball Association at the Le-
gion where she spends her free time as 
an umpire for the girls. She also spent 
many years playing in the PGSA grow-
ing up and was able to develop her 
love and skills for the game of softball 
throughout all of those years. 

“This town is full of good people 
and there is a lot of support behind me 
in softball, school and life in general, 
and it has always been like that.” Gher 
said. “It makes my day to see all of 
them and know I have their support.” 

Special to The Prairie Press
Della Gher winds up for a pitch in the May 5 Sycamore game against the Loyola 
Ramblers at Price Field. Gher has developed into a threat on the mound for opposing 
teams and has found success early at Indiana State University. 

Gher taking MVC by storm

JEFF
CHAMBERS
LOOK
AT SPORTS
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Hours 
Monday-Friday 

8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Weekends 

8 a.m.-8 p.m.
*We will accommodate if 

they would like to schedule 
a tee time

Eagle Ridge Golf Course
Golf Course • Driving Range • Pro Shop

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944  • 217-463-3434
www.eagleridgeparis.com

Father’s Day is Coming! 
Gift Cards Available!

Tell Dad 

to Go Out
& Play

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

  

[Type	text]	
	

	

	

	

 Aluminized Riveted CMP Culverts 
 Galvanized CMP/Aluminized CMP 
 Polymeric Double Wall  Pipe 
 In stock-8 inches to 36 inches  
 Lengths:  20 foot to 30 foot long  
 Bands to achieve any length  
 C-200 12.5 ’  x 432’  Woven Fabric 
 C-65 15 ’  x 300 Non Woven Fabric 
 Special  orders available  
 Pick up or Delivery 

	

For	more	information	contact:	
Mike	Spesard	at	217-304-1005	
Steve	Spesard	at	217-304-7218	

Address:	18185	East	200	North	Road	
Ridge	Farm,	IL	61870	

For more information contact:
Mike Spesard at 217-304-1005
Steve Spesard at 217-304-7218

Address: 18185 East 200 North Road
Ridge Farm, IL 61870

SPIN CLASSES                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                   

The Rec will hold SPIN for Beginners, along with special classes, at 
random days and time throughout each month.  Please call or visit 

our facebook page or website for new announcements and upcoming 
opportunities!

Morning Spin Classes                          Day                  Time
SPIN with Beth Graham                                      T/TH                 5:30-6:15 a.m.
SPIN with Betsy Higginbotham                           W/F                  8:30-9:15 p.m.
SPIN with Corey Willoughby                               TH                   8:30-9:15 a.m.
                                                                                                      F                   12:00-1:00 p.m.
                                                                               SAT                 9:15-10:15 a.m.
SPIN with Darla Willoughby                                SAT                  8:00-9:00 a.m.

109 E. Madison Street, Paris

Evening Spin Classes                          Day                  Time
SPIN with Corey Willoughby                               M/W                 5:30-6:30 p.m.
SPIN with Shawn Bowers                                   T/TH                 5:30-6:30 p.m.

                                                          

All spin classes are first come, first serve. Payment must be made up 
reserving a bike. Call-ins welcome but must pay over the phone. 

No refunds for missed classes

Michelle Hall will be back to teach this fall

Summer Schedule: 
Tuesday, May 29 - September 1

124 N. Illinois Street  • Chrisman, IL  61924

Chrisman American 
Legion EVERY

SATURDAY NIGHT!

Tiki - $5,200
Triple B - $375

Orange - $1,436

Green - $2,004
Purple - $1,127
Jack Pot - $500

Meal Provided Free of Charge
Doors Open at 5:00 p.m.

Post #477

Larkfield  Glass

Saturday, June 23rd

(217) 251-1987

West from Paris on 133 / North on 
1200E / West 3 miles on 1200N

Live Glass Blowing 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Enjoy glassblowing and choose a one-of-a-kind 
gift for someone special. We can personalize a 

special gift with engraving or etching.

Open House

Dundas
FROM PAGE 9A

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Post 211 Junior 
Legion baseball team hosted 
Mattoon Post #88 Wednes-
day, June 13, at Laker Sta-
dium, falling to the visitors 
22-7.

The game was scheduled to 
be a 9-inning affair, but Mat-

toon plated 11 runs in the sixth 
inning to put the contest out of 
reach, ending the game via the 
mercy rule in the seventh.

Paris gave up eight runs in 
the first inning – to go along 
with the big sixth inning – but 
outplayed their opponent in 
the other five.

JT Johnson led the offen-

sive attack for Post 211, rat-
tling off three singles, two 
RBIs, and scoring once. 

Weslee Morgan had a dou-
ble and three runs batted in; 
and Blayne Roberts, Layne 
Gill, Hunter Newlin, Holden 
Watters and Karson Martin 
each added a single.

Post #211 starts a busy 

week of action Tuesday night 
as they host Danville Post 
#210 at 6:30 p.m. 

They later host Charleston 
Post #90 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day. On Saturday, Moultrie/
Douglas County comes to 
town for a doubleheader. 

The Saturday match-up is 
set to begin at 11 am.

more than likely hear the com-
parison between Tom Brady 
and Joe Montana.  Brady is 
the current quarterback of the 
New England Patriots and a 
5-time Super Bowl winner.  

He has led his team to the title 
game eight times in his 18-year 
career. While Montana never 
lost a Super Bowl game, Brady 
was the MVP of the league 
three times and Montana just 
twice. 

Then there is baseball. For 
a sport that prides itself on 

Chambers
FROM PAGE 9A

statistics, one would think that 
there should be a clear-cut, 
greatest of all-time player. 

But, of the three major 
professional sports, baseball 
seems to dodge the inevitable 
crowning of the greatest player. 

Rarely do you hear an 
argument amongst fans as to 
who the best player was/is. Do 
you base the best ever on the 
number of World Series rings 
won? If so, New York Yankee 
catcher Yogi Berra wins that 
title with 10. Is it based on 
the number of hits in one’s 
career? That honor belongs to 
Pete Rose with 4,256. Or how 
about the player with the most 
home runs? Barry Bonds holds 
that title with a steroid-aided 
total of 762. These stats don’t 
include pitchers records. 

I guess the point in all of this 
rambling is that we need to 
recognize and enjoy greatness 
as it is happening.

Little did I know that back 
in the 70s, 80s, and 90s I was 
watching some of the all-time 
greatest players in their respec-
tive sports. By the same token, 
most people watching LeBron, 
Tom Brady, Mike Trout and 
Tiger Woods might not realize  
they may be watching the 
greatest of all-time in their 
respective sports. 

In this world of instant 
gratification and the desire 
to always be right, there will 
never be a correct answer 
to who is the GOAT. So, 
just sit back, and enjoy what 
these individuals bring to the 
game.

four Super Bowls in six years. 
They are the standard bearer 
for the NFL definition, while 
the Cowboys three titles in four 
years in the early 1990s and the 
Patriots three in four seasons 
in the early 2000s qualify, too. 
An interesting team would be 
the San Francisco 49ers in the 
1980s, who spread out their 
four Super Bowls in 10 seasons, 
but depending on the perspec-
tive, they are considered a dy-

nasty all the same. 
The New York Yankees from 

1998-2000 won three straight 
pennants, almost unheard of 
in the modern era of baseball. 
Even winning back to back 
World Series like the Toronto 
Blue Jays in 1992-1993 hasn’t 
happened this millennium. 

The best theory for this is 
the extra month of pitching in 
the postseason taxes even the 
best starting pitchers into the 
next season, not to mention the 
grind of 162 games, accounting 
for that alleged, World Series 

hangover. 
It might explain why the San 

Francisco Giants won in the 
even years of 2010, 2012 and 
2014. Three rings in five years of 
baseball? Chalk that one up as a 
dynasty.  

However you want to slice 
it, the elephant in the room re-
mains. How are dynasties per-
ceived across the country? If 
it’s your team, that’s one out of 
30 fan bases per league that are 
having a great time, and the oth-
er 30 some odd fan bases might 
have a bone to pick. It seems 

people enjoy the next up and 
coming team that could form 
another dynasty, but as soon 
as they bring home some hard-
ware, collective fans of which-
ever league always grumble and 
groan. 

We can’t have it both ways. 
The mental drive and discipline 
to keep that level of dominance 
while the rest of your league 
is gunning for you is rare in 
sports. So appreciate what pops 
up on occasion across the dif-
ferent leagues. You don’t see a 
dynasty every day. 

Post 211 drops home contest

Little League Review: Week 7
 BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com

After seven weeks of ac-
tion for Little League, several 
teams, including IWD, State 
Farm and the Dimond Bros 
have each managed to ad-
vance themselves into sole 
possesion of first place in their 
divisions. 

The Feeder League is led by 
IWD at 10-2, followed by State 
Farm at 6-6. In third place is 

KC at 5-7 and the Elks are 5-9. 
The Litton League is led 

by State Farm with a 12-2 
record. They are followed by 
the Elks who are 8-4 and Le-
gion, 7-5. KC is in fourth at 
7-7. Chrisman 477 is 4-8 and 
Dirt Poor is 0-12. 

The Little League division 
is headed by the Dimond Bros 
team with a 9-4 record. They 
are followed by Legion, who 
is 6-7 and Prospect Bank, 5-7. 

First Farmers brings up the rear 
narrowly with a 5-8 record. 

State Farm vs Dirt Poor 
State Farm beat Dirt Poor 

7-4 in an action-packed game.  
Leading State Farm in hitting 
was Gabriel Roush who man-
aged a home run and a single 
in the game. Nathan Fonner 
and Parker Sivertson each had 
two singles as well. Pitching for 
State Farm came from Carter 

Delashmit, Carter Eastham, 
Colton Cornwell and Brody 
Bishop. 

Elks vs Post 477 
The Elks managed to beat 

out Post 477 8-5. Parker Sand-
ers, Gage Wright, Luke Stuck, 
Sean Dunn, Sylus Crippen and 
Mason Barrett all had one sin-
gle in the game. Stuck, Crippen 
and Dunn all pitched for the 
Elks. 

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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Golf                   $5.00 per round
Laser Tag         $5.00 per round
              $13.00 3 round purchase
Laser Tag Membership Cards      $3.00
Arcade Games  Varies depending on game
Drinks                $1.00-$1.50
Candy Bars       $1.00
Misc. Candy      $.50
Chips                 $0.75
Arcade Party Room                 $75.00 per 2 hours 
Standard Observation Room    $100.00 per 2 hours
Deluxe Observation Room     $125.00 per 2 hours 

Hours:
Friday: 5-10
Saturday: 1-10
Sunday: 1-6

15624 U S HWY 150  •  Paris, IL
(217) 463-7337

Arcade Party Room Packages
Room size 24 x 11.5 = 276 st ft

Package 1    $125
Package 2    $175
Package 3    $225

B o o k  y o u r  P a r t y  t o d a y !

Deluxe Observation Party 
Room Packages

Room size 23 x 22 = 506 st ft
Package 1    $175
Package 2    $225
Package 3    $275

Package 1    $150
Package 2    $200
Package 3    $250

Standard Observation Party Room Packages
Room size 23 x 20 = 460 st ft

Summer
Special! 

Buy $15 in tokens, 
receive $10 in free 

tokens.

SPECIAL! SPECIAL! SPECIAL!
Party room special for June: have a party in the Deluxe Observation Party Room 

(package #3) and get $100 off. Best room and package deal $250 for $150.

MOSCOW (AP) — The 
Latest on Friday at the World 
Cup (all times local):

10:55 p.m.
Cristiano Ronaldo scored a 

hat trick, capped by a dipping 
free kick in the 88th minute as 
Portugal and Spain played to a 
wild 3-3 draw in the Group B 
opener for both countries. 

Ronaldo scored twice in the 
first half, only to see Spain rally 
for a 3-2 lead after two goals in 
three minutes early in the sec-
ond half. Nacho Fernandez put 
Spain in front with a weaving 
half-volley from outside the 
penalty area in the 58th  that 
bounced off the inside of the far 
post and trickled into the net. 

Ronaldo had one more bril-
liant moment to come. Earn-
ing a free kick from about 20 
yards out, Ronaldo's shot got 
just high enough over the wall 
and dipped under the crossbar. 
Goalkeeper David De Gea nev-
er moved and the Iberian neigh-
bors each earned a point. 

Ronaldo scored on a penal-
ty kick he earned in the fourth 
minute and again just before 
halftime on a left-footed shot 
from the top of the penalty area 
that De Gea should have saved. 

Diego Costa scored twice 
for the Spaniards, including a 
55th-minute tally off a beauti-
ful set piece set up by Andres 
Iniesta's chip to the end line and 
a Sergio Busquets header back 
into the middle of the penalty 
area.

The draw capped a week of 
turmoil for Spain after the firing 
of coach Julen Lopetegui. 

10:36 P.M.
Chicken on plates, no prob-

lem. In the stadiums, not so 
much.

A Russian official in the city 
of Kaliningrad says authorities 
forbade World Cup fans from 
bringing live chickens to match-
es.

Some fans sometimes dye 
chickens in the national colors 
as a good luck symbol, includ-
ing those from Nigeria, who 
play Argentina on Saturday in 
Kaliningrad.

Russia's Interfax news agen-
cy quotes regional culture and 
tourism minister Andrei Yer-
mak as saying "fans from Nige-
ria asked whether they could 
bring a chicken to the stadium. 
It's their symbol and people 
support the team with them 
at all the games. We told them 
they can't bring a live chicken 
at all."

If Nigerian fans want to sup-
port their team elsewhere, Yer-
mak says a government advice 
hotline can, "advise them where 
to buy a chicken. We're pre-
pared to satisfy even the most 
eccentric requests."

10:20 P.M.
Spain is in front for the first 

time after scoring twice in three 
minutes to take a 3-2 lead over 
Portugal.

Diego Costa scored his sec-
ond of the match in the 55th 
minute off a set piece to equal-
ize at 2-2. Moments later Na-
cho Fernandez perfectly hit a 
half-volley from just outside the 
area off the inside of the far post 
and into the net to give Spain 

the lead.
It was a beautiful set play off 

a free kick from about 30 yards 
that pulled Spain even. An-
dres Iniesta chipped to Sergio 
Busquets, who was able to send 
a header back in front of goal for 
Costa to finish.

Fernandez's goal came off a 
deflected clearance and was a 
superb strike.

9:50 P.M.
It's halftime in Sochi where 

Portugal has a 2-1 lead behind 
a pair of goals from Cristiano 
Ronaldo.  

Ronaldo became the fourth 
player in World Cup history to 
score in four different tourna-
ments when he drew a penalty 
and scored in the fourth min-
ute, sending Spain goalkeeper 
David De Gea the wrong di-
rection. De Gea later made a 
mess of Ronaldo's left-footed 
shot from the top of the penalty 
area in the 44th minute, a low 
shot he should have saved but 
allowed to glance off him into 
the net. 

Diego Costa pulled Spain 
even in the 24th minute with a 
brilliant individual effort cut-
ting back three times to shake 
Portugal defenders and beating 
Rui Patricio with a right-footed 
shot.

Spain had the bulk of chanc-
es for the final 20 minutes of 
the half, including Francisco 
"Isco" Alarcon's shot that hit the 
underside of the crossbar and 
dropped straight down, never 
fully crossing the goal line. Isco 
complained about the call until 
referee Gianluca Rocci pointed 
to his watch to indicate that he 
had already checked via goal-
line technology.

9:40 P.M.
An impressive individual 

effort from Diego Costa has 
pulled Spain even with Portugal 
in the 24th minute.

Costa collided with Pepe to 
win a header deep in Portugal's 
end. He then cut back three 
times to shake free from two 
other Portugal defenders before 
beating goalkeeper Rui Patricio 
with a right-footed shot for his 
first World Cup goal.

It was the first time at the 
World Cup that a referee clearly 
consulted with the video assis-
tant. Officials determined there 
was no clear error and the goal 
stood.

This World Cup is the first to 
use that video review process.

9:12 P.M.
It hasn't taken long for Cris-

tiano Ronaldo to put Portugal 
in front.

Ronaldo was fouled by Na-
cho Fernandez in the penalty 
area in the opening moments 
of the match and converted 
the penalty to give Portugal 
a 1-0 lead after just four min-
utes.

Ronaldo used a step-over 
move to freeze Fernandez and 
was clipped as he went past 
his Real Madrid teammate. 
Ronaldo's shot went to the left 
of Spain goalkeeper David De 
Gea, who dived in the oppo-
site direction.

It is the fourth World Cup 
Ronaldo has scored in.

9 P.M.
Croatia captain Luka Modric 

appeared riled when asked at 
a pre-match news conference 
about a corruption case that left 
him facing perjury charges.

Asked if a six-and-a-half-year 
sentence handed this month to 
former Dinamo Zagreb direc-
tor Zdravko Mamic for embez-
zlement and tax evasion was a 
cloud over the Croatia team, 
Modric responded: "Nothing 
smarter to ask?"

He added: "It's a World Cup 
— it's not about other things."

Modric faces perjury charges 
for testimony he gave during 
the trial about his financial 
deals with Mamic. Prosecutors 
claimed Modric gave a false 
court statement in June last year 
about his 2008 transfer from 
Dinamo to Tottenham. Modric 
has denied any wrongdoing.

Croatia faces Nigeria on Sat-
urday in the teams' Group D 
opener in Kaliningrad.

8:50 P.M.
Iran goalkeeper Ali Beiran-

vand could not quite believe it 
when his team's winning goal 
went in five minutes into injury 
time against Morocco.

He stood perfectly still in his 
penalty area, hands on his head 
as he watched the delirious 
scenes of celebration unfolding 
before him.

Veteran coach Carlos Que-
iroz showed speed belying his 
65 years, leaping off the bench 
to pump his fists when the goal 
went in for the -o victory.

Substitutes poured off Iran's 
bench to join in the celebrations 
at the final whistle as the team's 
fans made a raucous noise befit-
ting only their second ever win 
at a World Cup match.

Iran players sportingly found 
the time to console their dis-
traught Moroccan opponents, 
many of whom stood around in 
stunned disbelief.

8:27 P.M.
Argentina coach Jorge Sam-

paoli has named his team to play 
Iceland in Moscow on Saturday, 
and it includes forward Sergio 
Aguero.

Aguero's prolific season with 
English champion Manchester 
City ended in March to have 
knee surgery. He returned — 
and scored — against Haiti two 
weeks ago in a warmup game.

Sampaoli tells a Spartak Sta-
dium news conference that se-
crecy is not needed because "we 
knew what we wanted to do."

"I don't believe it's necessary 
to hide this information," says 
the coach, who is working at 
his second World Cup. He led 
Chile four years ago to a Round 
of 16 loss on penalties against 
host Brazil.

Sampaoli also opted for Wil-
ly Caballero as goalkeeper to re-
place injured first-choice Sergio 
Romero. Caballero spent the 
season at Chelsea as backup to 
Thibaut Courtois.

Argentina lineup: Willy 
Caballero, Eduardo Salvio, 
Nicolas Otamendi, Marcos 
Rojo, Nicolas Tagliafico, 
Maximiliano Meza, Javier 
Mascherano, Lucas Biglia, 
Angel Di Maria, Lionel Mes-
si, Sergio Aguero.v

BY JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer

S O U T H A M P TO N, 
N.Y. (AP) — Hoist the an-
chor, and set sail the great 
ship Privacy on a course 
for Carnoustie Bay, Pebble 
Beach or some other future 
site of a golf major.

Tiger Woods isn't going 
to win the U.S. Open this 
year.

He still thinks he can win 
another major before he's 
done.

"Absolutely," Woods said 
after shooting a 2-over 72 
at Shinnecock Hills on Fri-
day for a 36-hole total of 10 
over that saw him miss the 
cut.

"They're not easy," he 
said. "I mean, I've won a 
few of them over the course 
of my career, and they're 
the hardest fields and usu-
ally the hardest setups. So 
they're meant to be testers, 

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON, Texas 
(AP) — Texas Rangers 
catcher Robinson Chirinos 
and Los Angeles Dodgers 
outfielder Matt Kemp were 
suspended for one game 
apiece by Major League 
Baseball on Friday because 
of a scuffle that followed a 
home plate collision.

Joe Torre, MLB's chief 
baseball officer, announced 
the suspensions, along with 
undisclosed fines.

Chirinos was not in the 
Rangers lineup Friday night 
for a series opener at home 
against Colorado, and the 
team said he was serving 
his suspension. Kemp is 
appealing his suspension, 
making him available for 
Los Angeles' game against 
San Francisco.

Kemp was trying to 
score from second base on 

MLB suspends Chirinos, Kemp

Woods  “absolutely” 
expects another win

Soccer star’s hat 
trick earns draw

a two-out single by Enrique 
Hernandez in the third inning 
of Wednesday night's game 
at Dodger Stadium. Chirinos 
caught a pinpoint throw by 
right fielder Nomar Mazara 
and had his glove out to tag 
Kemp, who barreled into the 
catcher with his arms up and 
leading with his shoulder. 
Chirinos' helmet flew off as 
both he and Kemp fell to the 
ground.

Both benches and bullpens 
cleared after Chirinos and 
Kemp got up and shoved each 
other. Kemp was restrained by 
Rangers starter Cole Hamels.

No punches were thrown, 
but Chirinos and Kemp were 
both ejected.

Rules have been put in place 
to outlaw runners from plow-
ing into catchers, and catchers 
have to give runners a lane to 
the plate in most cases. In this 
play, the throw home took 
Chirinos directly into Kemp's 

path home.
In a series of moves before 

Friday's game, the Rangers 
recalled catcher Jose Trevino 
from nearby Double-A Frisco 
even though they will be play-
ing with 24 players because of 
the suspension.

Texas placed right-hand-
ed relievers Matt Bush (right 
elbow strain) and Chris Mar-
tin (right calf strain) on the 
10-day disabled list. Martin 
felt a twinge in his leg when 
running out of the bullpen 
Wednesday night at the start of 
the scuffle.

The Rangers also recalled 
right-hander Yohander Men-
dez from Triple-A Round Rock 
to start Friday night's game, a 
day after infielder Hanser Al-
berto was sent back to Round 
Rock. Lefty reliever Brandon 
Mann was also recalled.

Mazara was a late scratch 
from the Texas lineup be-
cause of left wrist soreness.

and you don't win major cham-
pionships by kind of slapping 
all around the place and miss-
ing putts.

"You have to be on," he said. 
"You just can't fake it at a major 
championship."

Woods couldn't even fake it 
for the first 34 holes in South-
ampton, and despite birdies on 
the last two holes, he needed a 
lot of help to avoid the cut for 
the fifth time in his last eight 
majors. That means he won't 
need to bunk for the weekend 
at the Sag Harbor Yacht Club 
on the 155-foot boat he joking-
ly calls "the dinghy."

Woods also missed the cut 
when he brought Privacy to 
the 2006 U.S. Open at Winged 
Foot in New York City's north-
ern suburbs. He has not played 
the weekend at a U.S. Open 
since 2013, or won one since 
2008 — his last major victory.

He remains stuck at 14 in his 
career, four short of Jack Nick-

laus' record.
"Our whole careers are pret-

ty much measured as if you can 
win four times a year," Woods 
said.

Woods' chances were ef-
fectively eliminated after two 
holes.

He shot a triple bogey on 
Thursday on No. 1 — a 399-
yard par 4 that is the fourth-eas-
iest hole on the course — 
needing three tries to manage a 
short rise to the elevated green 
and then two-putting. He en-
tered the second round nine 
strokes behind the leaders and 
thought if he could shoot in the 
60s on Friday he would have a 
chance to get back into it.

Now he won't even have a 
chance to play.

"I couldn't chase down the 
leaders right away. It's going 
to take me probably 2½ to 3 
rounds to do it," he said. "Un-
fortunately, I went the other 
way."
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Dimond Bros
Insurance Since 1867

111 Sheriff St.  |  Paris, IL 61944 
217.465.5041  |  DimondBros.com

Follow Us on Facebook:
facebook.com/dimondbros

From these 
DimonD Bros. 
DaDs to you
Wishing all of  
the Dads a  
Happy Father’s Day!

BY COLTEN BRADFORD
Assistant Editor, Illinois Country Liv-
ing magazine

(Editor’s note: Country Living 
Magazine selected Paris are a res-
ident Chad Cornwell as Father of 
the Year. The story and photos are 
reprinted here with permission of 
Country Living Magazine.) 

A father isn’t always biologi-
cal. A father is a man who steps 
up and raises a child, no mat-
ter the circumstance. Illinois 
Country Living’s 2018 Father 
of the Year is Chad Cornwell, 
member of and lineman for 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative 
in Paris.

At 13 years old, Breanne 
Like’s future was uncertain. 
Her mother, Caprice, died in 
a horse riding accident shortly 
after she turned 1. Because her 
biological father wasn’t around, 
she lived with her grandpar-
ents. At age 6, her grandfa-
ther passed away, and later 
her grandmother died. That’s 

where Chad, her 29-year-old 
uncle, stepped in and became 
Breanne’s guardian.

“Honestly, my biggest worry 
was where I was going to go,” 
Breanne explains. “It was just 
a whirlwind because I just lost 
my grandmother, and it was 
hard to figure out where I was 
going to fit in. It was a scary 
time, but I had always hoped 

that he would step in and take 
me because I didn’t want to 
leave.” Her next closest relative 
was her great-uncle who lived 
in Michigan.

Chad didn’t think twice 
about the decision to care for 
his niece. “I didn’t want her to 
go anywhere else,” Chad says. 
“There was no question at all 
that I wanted her to stay here.”

Once an uncle, forever a father
There were many reasons 

Breanne wanted to nominate 
her uncle, who she now calls 
dad. “He has always been there 
for me, always pushed me,” Bre-
anne explains. “He was the one 
who stepped up and took me in 
when I was in a vulnerable situ-
ation… Me being the age I was, 
I think it would be scary for 
anybody to take on a 13-year-
old, but he did it without hesi-
tation. So, I just wanted to nom-
inate him as a thank you.”

Chad was living with his 
mother at the time of her death 
helping to support his family 
and raise Breanne, and they 
had to get used to their new 
living situation. “I was always 
there to help, but it wasn’t just 
me… Then it became just me,” 
Chad remembers. “I’d get her 
up, ready for school, and then 
dinner that night. Didn’t have 
my mom there to cook, so we 
sometimes ate a little bit of fast 
food. These were just everyday 
things that I wasn’t used to.”

They lived at his mother’s 
house until he bought a new 
home a year later, where he re-
sides today with his wife Leigh-
sa and three children: Colton, 
9, Claire, 5 and Catelynn, 2.

“The thing that stands out 
to me was after my mom had 
passed. Me and Breanne load-
ed up and went to Cedar Point 
[an amusement park in Ohio]. 
Just me and her. That was the 
big connection point between 
us, going on vacation by our-
selves,” Chad says.

He admits that it wasn’t al-
ways easy raising an adolescent 
girl. “It was different on some 
things, like the clothes and the 
‘girly stuff.’” He had a cousin and 
friends that were a big help with 
his busy work schedule that 
comes with being a lineman.

“I absolutely love what I do,” 
Chad says. “It’s a dangerous job, 
but somebody’s got to do it.”

For linemen, there are a lot 
of odd hours. Between call-
outs, storm travel and the day-
to-day schedule of a lineman, 
Chad needed to plan to make 
sure Breanne was cared for. “I 
had to be prepared a lot more. 
If I got called out, where would 

she go? Who would watch her 
until I returned back home?”

But more than that, he al-
ways made sure to be there for 
Breanne. He never missed any-
thing she was involved in, even 
if that meant showing up in his 
lineman gear.

To Breanne, having Chad 
attend all her events meant ev-
erything to her. “I didn’t have 
anybody else,” she explains. “I 
know he didn’t like softball, but 
it was my favorite. I could al-
ways count on looking out and 
seeing him right behind the out-
field fence. For him to make a 
point to be there just meant the 
world. It meant he really cared 
and wanted to make sure I knew 
there was somebody there.”

He even showed up to her 
prom for photos, Breanne in 
her dress and Chad in his line-
man gear. “He was in his work 
attire, and we just went on like 
it was a normal day,” Breanne 
remembers. “That’s what you 
got used to, me in my work at-
tire,” Chad says. Now Breanne 
is used to that with her hus-
band. She married a lineman.

“I honestly think that line-
men are underappreciated,” 
Breanne said. “I don’t think 
people understand the sacri-
fice linemen make going out 
there and putting their life on 
the line. People think that they 
can just snap their fingers and 
the power comes back on. Not 
exactly how that works… They 
are doing something that a lot 
of people wouldn’t do to make 
sure that everybody has power.”

Chad is aware of the dangers 
that come with his job, and 
safety crosses his mind all the 
time. “You know there’s a lot 
of shortcuts you could take to 
make the job shorter, but it’s 
also a way of possibly getting 
yourself killed. It’s not worth 
taking shortcuts, especially 
when you have little ones to 
come home to.”

Chad says raising Breanne 
helped prepare him for father-
hood today. “For one thing, it 
made me know that I wanted to 
be financially secure enough to 
have children,” Chad explains. 
“It takes a lot of money to raise 

children. My mom and dad 
struggled with finances, and I 
didn’t ever want to be like that. 
I was a lot older when I had my 
children, but a lot more mature 
and financially ready for it.”

Some things didn’t change 
between then and now. Chad is 
still involved with his kids’ ex-
tracurriculars including gym-
nastics, dance, basketball and 
softball. They ride ATVs just 
like Chad did with Breanne.

“Sometimes I wish I would 
have started when I was young-
er,” Chad admits. “Probably 
would have had more children. 
I’m very thankful for the three 
that I have. We had two, and we 
debated a lot on a third, but I 
decided I wanted a third child 
because of my sister’s passing.” 
He wanted to make sure that if 
the worst were to happen, his 
kids wouldn’t be alone.

Chad says raising his three 
young children is easier now 
because he’s more mature and 
learned a lot from raising Bre-
anne. “I didn’t do everything 
right by far, but we made it,” he 
says. “I’m very proud of her and 
what she’s become.”

He says she reminds him of 
his sister, especially her work 
ethic. “Caprice always worked 
hard in school,” and he pushed 
Breanne to do well too. “For 
me, school was first, and activ-
ities were second. The better 
you do in school, the more 
opportunities you’re going to 
have in the future.” This all paid 
off. Breanne graduated from 
the University of Illinois and 
now works as a chemist.

Chad recently became a 
grandfather with the birth 
of 3-month-old Mason Like, 
and he loves being a grandpa. 
“It’s unbelievable.” Chad says. 
“It’s kind of like the third gen-
eration. I had Breanne, now 
I’ve got my own, and now he 
comes along.”

On being named Father 
of the Year, Chad says, “I’m 
very honored and proud that 
she thought enough of me to 
nominate me for something 
like this. I didn’t do it because 
I had to. I did it because I 
wanted to.”

Father of the Year Chad Cornwell stands with daughter Breanne 
Like and grandson Mason Like, who is now 3 months old.
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The government’s recent 
edict requiring the listing of 
calories on foods will, given 
what happened when diet 
drinks became the rage, only 
increase obesity in America. 
Of course, the requirement 
issues from 
good intent.

Bu-
reaucrats 
are good 
people, 
spawned by 
the necessity 
of keeping 
government 
running on 
an even keel. 
Indeed, soci-
ety could not function without 
bureaucracy, but sometimes, 
there can be too much of a 
good thing. The problem is 
inherent.

At one time I weighed 247 
pounds. I enjoyed my lum-
berjack breakfast at the local 
restaurant eagerly devouring 
three huge pancakes, three 
fried eggs, three large sausage 
patties, a huge pile of Amer-
ican fries (I am still mad at 
the French) and slabs of toast 
soaked in real butter.

Having dispatched the 
snack, I unleashed myself on 
my wife’s leftovers, which usu-
ally consisted of three slices of 
bacon, hash browns and a slice 
of toast. Unfortunately, the 
restaurant did not serve pea-
nut butter milkshakes topped 
with chocolate for breakfast.  I 
considered taking that up with 
the manager.

Three years ago, I collapsed 
in a local restaurant, and did 
an excellent job of being dead. 
Indeed, my son was so con-
vinced of my demise he pulled 
out his phone and called the 
undertaker. Revived by the 
medics during an exceedingly 
expensive trip to the hospital, 
the undertaker canceled his 
plans for a European vacation.

You learn something from 
being almost dead: fear is 
overrated; which is one lesson 
I took from the adventure. 
Paying the bill? Well, that 
is terrifying, I imagine, for 
anyone not having insurance, 
or a policy clause that reads: 
Do not get sick, or you will be 
much denied.

But, what does that have 
to do with the government 
mandating calorie charts? 
The requirement will have 
the same effect diet drinks 
have on calories: adverse. 
Unless you are from Mars, 
when you order a meal you 
ask for a diet drink.

This makes you feel good 
when you are downing your 

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

When Paris natives return to 
the community to visit family and 
friends — or for a high school class 
reunion — tops on their list of places 
to visit is Joe’s Pizza, now marking its 
45th year of serving families in the 
Edgar County community.

“It’s a family business and our cus-
tomers are part of that family, too,” 
said Eno Vitale, who now oversees 
the operation with his father, Joe. 
“We’re seeing husband and wives 
who met here and are now bringing 
their children and grandchildren 
here. That’s special. That’s Joe’s.”

The patriarch of the business, Joe 
Vitale, immigrated from Cinisi, Italy 
—a town in the province of Palermo 
in Sicily. After receiving his green 
card, he joined his father-in-law, Tony 
Trupanio and uncles and other fam-
ily members in New York. His wife, 
Maria Pia, remained behind in Italy 
with their daughter, Josephine.

After a year, his father de-
termined he not only liked the 
United States but wanted to make 
his home here. Beginning in the 
restaurant business in Oregon, Ill., 
Joe Vitale and his family eventually 
landed in Paris — and never left.

The first restaurant was in a 
house located where the Paris 
Family Restaurant now stands, 
Eno explained. Those who remem-
ber that restaurant recall Eno and 
Tony running around in diapers 
while his parents worked. 

In 1984, the Vitales construct-
ed and a brick building for their 
busniess. Joe’s Pizza moved to its 
present location on West Court 
Street in 1986. How the family 
selected the site is part of the 
Vitale family story.

“We were looking for another 
place for the restaurant and were 
encouraged to be downtown,” Eno 
said. Accompanied by Joe and 
Maria Pia, the family visited the 
West Court Street address, which 
formerly had been an antique 
shop or something similar.

“My Mother knew as soon as she 
walked in this was the place because 
hanging on the east wall was a por-
trait of St. Joseph,” Eno recalled. “She 

I don’t fly frequently, 
but a year rarely passes 
when I don’t.  Often as not, 
something laughable occurs 
when I do.

A few years ago our fami-
ly boarded 
a shiny new 
Frontier 
Airlines 
plane in In-
dianapolis.  
The aircraft 
was full to 
the brim.  
Seats were 
arranged 
closer 

together 
than on any plane I’ve ever 
ridden.  Our knees were 
jammed against the seats 
in front, most uncomfort-
ably.  The flight stopped 
only briefly in Denver to 
exchange some passengers.

Once reloaded, we grew 
more and more agitated.  A 
problem caused our plane 
to remain parked.  The 
stewardesses walked up and 
down the aisle from nose 
to tail, readjusting some 
overhead suitcases and tote 
bags to secure fits.  They 
were successful in every bin 
but one.  The latch failed to 
snap shut.

We were told by intercom 
that federal aviation rules 
prohibit any airline from 
taking off unless every bin 
was latched.  For fifteen 
minutes we sat in place 
until a khaki-uniformed 
maintenance worker 
entered the plane with a 
tool kit.  He probed with a 
screwdriver and a couple 
of additional tools for ten 
additional minutes or so 
with no success.

One passenger, a middle-
aged man across the aisle in 
the rear of the plane, spoke 
loudly.

“In the air force,” he 
proclaimed, ”we fixed 
problems like that with 
a thing called duct tape.  
Worked every time.”

The technician ignored 
the remark and departed.  
We passengers sat like a 
packed flock of baa-baa 
sheep in a livestock truck 
for another fifteen minutes.  
By this time more than a 
few began to mumble and 
grumble.  We all cheered 
when the repairman 
returned with a larger 
tool kit, accompanied by 
a sidekick also in khakis.  
They toiled for ten or so 
additional minutes, using 
one gadget after another.  
Every time they thought 
the latch was fixed, it failed 
to snap shut.  They both 
departed without a word.

“Sorry folks,” a 
stewardess apologized.  
“This aircraft is forbidden 
to fly unless all doors work 
perfectly.”  Meanwhile we 
sat agitated in discomfort 
for yet another fifteen 
minutes waiting for the 
specialists to come back for 
another try.

Eventually they did, 
probably after making a 
hurried trip plumb beyond 
the runways.  This effort 
was the third attempt.  
Much to our relief, the 
troublesome door was fixed 
in a few seconds.  Nothing 
high-tech was used.  The 
repairmen didn’t even carry 
a tool kit.  They simply tore 
a strip of silver-gray duct 
tape, applied a slap and rub, 
then departed with a smile.  
The plane, which had been 
idling for 45 minutes, was 
finally eased out of its 
parking spot.  It trundled 
along an access runway, 
turned, and hit full throttle, 
propelling us skyward.  I 
left Denver with a higher 
degree of respect for the U. 
S. Air Force.

 
(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 

a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

ALLEN
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The flying 
of jet 
airplanes 
isn’t all 
high-tech

It is often true in science 
that many questions start with 
a chicken and egg debate of 
which came first?  You may 
be surprised that visualizing 
color is one of those issues. 
Is blue a color or is there a 
color blue because someone 
created a name?

Until 1700, no one had 
quantified what color is or 
is not when Isaac Newton’s 
work changed the under-
standing of color. He closed 
a large room with all the win-
dows covered and cut a small 
slit in one shade. The narrow 
beam of light was directed 
through a prism and a color 
rainbow came out to shine on 
the other wall 20 feet away.  

Newton continued to show 
that using a second prism 
refocused the rainbow back 
into a beam of white light. 
The white is really a blend 
of colors. An aside, Newton 
was a devout Freemason, he 
is the one who used the word 
spectrum and he assigned the 
colors. He wanted symmetry 
so he needed seven colors 
to match the seven notes in 
a music scale and to fit the 
7:11 ratio of ancient mea-
suring rods. Why else would 
anyone insert the color indigo 
between blue and violet?

What we call color is per-
ceived by the mind. There is 

a physical origin, but our eyes 
and brains interpret the dif-
ferent wavelengths and create 
our perceptions of color. 

The human eye is sen-
sitive to 
colors 
from red 
to violet or 
light with 
wave-
lengths of 
400 to 750 
nanome-
ters (nm). 
Humans 
cannot see 
light waves 

shorter than 400 or longer 
than 750 nm, which are in 
the infrared and ultraviolet 
ranges, but other creatures 
can see this light. 

To see, we focus light 
entering the eye with a lens 
onto the retina. The retina 
is covered with photore-
ceptor cells which, when 
hit by light, fire off neurons 
through the optic nerve to 
the brain for decoding.

The retina is covered with 
rods and cones. The rods are 
more sensitive yet they only 
see black or white giving us 
shape and night vision. Color 
comes from the cones, which 
require more light to react. A 
human eye has three types of 
cones reacting to red, green 

and blue light. By mixing 
red-green-blue all variations 
are possible. For example, red 
and green make yellow. Color 
experience is calculated from 
these three distinct signals, 

The role of the brain in how 
we perceive color was high-
lighted in a February 2015 
social media debate about 
the color of a dress. There 
was strong disagreement as 
to whether the dress was blue 
with black accent or white 
with gold accent. The dress 
was blue, but what viewers 
saw depended on the indi-
vidual ratio of rods to cones 
and how each person’s brain 
filtered background lighting.

The mechanics of seeing is 
the same for all living organ-
isms. Honeybees have three 
different photoreceptor 
cones but they are sensitive 
to different color ranges. 
Honeybees do not have a 
red receptor, but instead 
green, blue and ultraviolet. 

Reds are black or invisible 
to bees. However, they pick 
up UV, which is light invisible 
to us. Flowers illuminate by 
reflecting UV light making 
them beacons for bees. Bees 
also process color five times 
faster than humans. When 
we drive by a field of flowers 
it all blurs but a bee flying 20 
miles per hour easily sees each 

individual plant. 
 Butterflies are a step better 

yet at color vision. They have 
five different cone types and 
see an alien world of color. 
Like a psychedelic Technicol-
or Land of Oz they experience 
color in shades beyond our 
comprehension.

Color blindness results 
when one of the three cone 
types is defective. About 8 
percent of all men are color-
blind. It is an inherited defect. 

The gene for expressing 
the retina cones is found 
on the X-chromosome and 
men only have one of those, 
so they are more likely to be 
colorblind. Women have two 
X-chromosomes so seldom 
have defects on both. In 
fact, a small percentage of 
the female population even 
develops a fourth type of 
cone reactive to yellow light. 
These women have super 
color vision and can pick out 
shades of color the rest of us 
only see as the same. 

While anyone can learn to 
juggle balls, it doesn’t hap-
pen without practice. The 
same is true of color. Having 
the extra cone does no good 
if it is not exercised. Only a 
few tetracone female artists 
and decorators ever develop 
their ability by working with 
color shades.

We do not see a color until 
it has a name. Every civiliza-
tion starts with reds and pinks 
as the first colors they see in 
the world around them. 

British Prime Minister Wil-
liam Gladstone was a serious 
scholar of Homer. Studying 
the Iliad and the Odyssey, he 
made an unexpected discov-
ery. In those poems, Homer 
described nature using the 
words black and white 207 
times, used the word red 13 
times, the words yellow and 
green under 10 times, but the 
word blue was not even used 
once. Eight hundred years 
later the original Hebrew 
version of the Bible also never 
uses the word blue.

Linguists have documented 
that every language starts with 
black-white. The first color is 
always red followed by others. 
The last color is always blue 
and it happens centuries after 
naming red. The reason seems 
to be because blue is not 
common in nature, and it is 
the hardest dye to make. You 
just don’t see what you are not 
looking for. The isolated Him-
ba tribe of Namibia to this day 
has no word for blue. 

Have you watched the 
invisible gorilla videos (www.
theinvisiblegorilla.com/vid-
eos.html)? They’re not about 

Seeing color is often a chicken-egg question
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See SULLIVAN, Page 2B

Joe’s Pizza marks 45 years

said this is it. This is the place.”
The restaurant has undergone two 

or three remodels, he said, but the 
picture which spoke to his late mother 
has never been moved. “Whatever we 
do when we remodel, the picture stays 
there,” he said. Eno recalled when a 
painter was working on the wall, he 
offered to pull out the nail where the 
St. Joseph picture hung. 

“I told him no way,” he smiled. “The 
picture will always hang there.”

In the new remodel, completed just 
before the 45th anniversary, Eno said 
the new menu boards were designed 
around the portrait. 

The newest remodel features new 
accessible bathrooms, a smaller 
server area and new brightly colored 
tables and booths where family and 
friends may gather.

What hasn’t changed is the family’s 
commitment to serving high quality 
Italian food, pizza and wraps, Eno 
emphasized. “We’ve used the same 
company to provide our ingredients 

for 45 years,” he said. Avanti Foods 
from Walnut, Ill., is operated by an 
Italian family. “It’s a mom and pop 
business just like ours,” he said.

If you doubt how busy Joe’s Pizza is, 
consider this: The restaurant used 19 
tons of mozzarella cheese last year — 
and not just any mozzarella cheese.

The restaurant has been using the 
same cheese, handmade using the 
same recipe, in a plant in operation 
for 100 years.

The plant owners made the 
decision to build a new plant and 
automate it, Eno said, but assured 
customers it would be the same.

“We stuck with them but it wasn’t 
the same. The cheese wasn’t melting 
the same,” he explained. Com-
plaints from Joe’s Pizza and other 
customers resulted in the company 
continuing to use the old plant with 
its handmade product.

“We would never cheapen the 
quality of our food,” he said. Some 

Calorie 
counting 
may go 
askew

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Operating Joe’s Pizza is a family affair whether the restaurant is in Shelbyville, Tuscola or Paris. In the Paris restaurant 
Vitale family members gather before the supper hour earlier this week, welcoming customers. Pictured, from left, is 
Karic Mason, Tricia Vitale, Maria Pia Vitale, Eno Vitale, Joe Vitale, Josephine Vitale, Pia Krieger, Teresa Twigg and Ceska 
Twigg. The family is proud of its commitment to the Paris and Edgar County communities in churches, schools, sports 
and community activities.

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B
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See VITALE, Page 10B

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

At Joe’s Pizza in Paris, it’s a father and son partnership that makes the restau-
rant go, according to Eno Vitale, left, watching the pizza oven with his father, 
Joe. The popular restaurant is marking 45 years of business in Paris.



SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. 
– Amy Anderson, of Paris, 
was recently honored as the 
Terre Haute Association 
of Realtors (THAAR) 
Associate of the Year.

Anderson is a senior 
mortgage loan officer 
for First Financial Bank 

originating and approving 
mortgages for clients in 
Vigo, Parke and Vermillion 
counties of Indiana and 
Clark, Crawford and 
southern Vermilion counties 
in Illinois. In conjunction 
with her work as a mortgage 
officer, she serves as a 
community outreach 
committee member for 
THAAR and is on the board 
of directors for the Home 
Builders Association of 
Greater Terre Haute.

She also steers the bank’s 
Home Show Committee and 
often serves as a hostess for 
area open houses.

Away from work, 
Anderson is actively involved 
with the community. She 
won the 2012 Terre Haute 
Dancing with the Stars 
competition by raising the 
most money to benefit 
Chances and Services for 

Willis receives 
award
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Susi H. Willis, CPA, received 
the 2018 INCPAS Advocacy 

Award at its annual CPA Cel-
ebration at the Indiana Roof 
Ballroom May 11.

The annual awards of the In-
diana CPA Society (INCPAS) 
recognize CPAs with active 
licenses in good standing who 
have demonstrated excellence 
in serving the profession, their 
company, community and 
public interest.

The Advocacy Award was 
established in 2006 to recog-
nize a CPA who has made a 
significant difference in the 
society’s legislative and/or reg-
ulatory initiatives.  

Willis has been a longtime 
advocate for the CPA pro-
fession through numerous 
INCPAS volunteer roles. She 
previously served INCPAS 
as chair of the board of direc-
tors, finance committee chair, 
Indiana CPA PAC Trustee, 
legislative key person, public 
relations committee member 
and state/local taxation com-
mittee member.  Willis repre-
sented Indiana’s 7,800 CPAs 

as a member of the Govern-
ing Council of the 350,000 
member national organiza-
tion, the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accoun-
tants and is a past recipient of 
the INCPAS Distinguished 
Service Award, considered 
the highest honor bestowed 
on a member by the society.

Willis retired as a partner of 
Larsson, Woodyard, & Hen-
son, LLP May 31, 2017.  She 
served local, regional, national 
and international clients in its 
Paris and Terre Haute offices.  
In announcing her retirement 
to her clients, she said, “These 
past 30 years as a CPA have 
been very rewarding…and 
I will always cherish having 
had the opportunity to serve 
you.  My ‘separation anxiety’ is 
greatly eased by the knowledge 
that I am leaving you in highly 
capable hands.”

Willis continues to serve 
not only her profession, but 
her community as well.  She 
is a Third Tier Paul Harris Fel-

low and member of the Terre 
Haute Rotary Club.  She has 
served on the board of direc-
tors of numerous not-for-profit 
organizations and is the found-
ing member of 100 Women 
Who Care of Edgar County.   
She is a member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, where she 
sings in its choir.  She is enjoy-
ing retirement with travel, hob-
bies and spending time with 
her husband, Bruce.
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A NEW OPPORTUNITY
Health Savings Accounts 

$0 - $4,999.99 balances                    .50%  A.P.Y.               
$5,000.00 - $14,999.99                         .75%  A.P.Y.           
$15,000.00 and over                           1.25%  A.P.Y.
 DEFINITION: A health savings account (HSA) is a tax-advantaged account 
where money can be set aside to pay for future medical expenses. HSAs 
can be offered as an employment benefit (money can be contributed by 
the employee and/or the employer) or they can be set up by someone who 
purchases individual health insurance

Disclosures: Annual Percentage Yield (A.P.Y.) accurate as of November 1, 2017.  Subject to approval, some limitations 
may apply see a customer service representative for details. The interest rate and annual percentage yield for your 
account depends upon the applicable rate tier and may change.  Interest will be compounded daily and credited to 
account monthly.  Accrued interest will not apply if account is closed prior to interest being credited.
$2.00 fee for paper statements (No fee with eStatements).  
$2.00 monthly fee for balances less than $1,000.00 (fee waived the first year).

Estate & Trust Planning/Settlement—Business & Farm Planning 

Protecting Your Assets from Nursing Home Costs 

               Helping You Protect What’s Important To You 

                          www.frissebrewsterlaw.com 

Paris,  Terre Haute and 

Effingham 

(217) 465-1234 

110 E. Madison, Paris                     217.921.3764

Betty Jane’s KitchenBetty Jane’s Kitchen

Drive-thru  
Wed-Fri:  

6:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sat:  

8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Dining Room
Wed-Fri:  

8:00-2:00 p.m.
Sat:  

8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Breakfast!
• Muffins 
• Cinnamon Rolls 
• Turnovers 
• Biscuits and Gravy
• Baked Oatmeal 
   Parfaits
• Turkey Melt on  
    Bagel

Visit our website! 
www.bettyjaneskitchen.com

NIGHT
At New Frontier

Saturday, June 23 • 8 p.m.
Doors open 7 p.m.

Hosted by: GEORGE WHITE

Cash Bar By 
TERRA VILLA

$10
At The Door

Featuring

PATRICK EATON
LEVI ELMORE

CHRIS KENNEDY
ANDY STIDHAM
ISAAC WAFZIG

765-832-7523 FOR TICKETS AND INFO 
437 N. 9th St. • Clinton, Indiana

COMEDY

University of Illinois | U.S.
Department of Agriculture | Local
Extension Councils Cooperating 
University of Illinois Extension
provides equal opportunities in

programs and employment. 
If you need a reasonable

accommodation to attend,  
call the registration office.

BICYCLE SAFETY PROGRAM 

Edgar Co. 4-H Fairgrounds 

FREE & open to public ages 5+ 

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

color, but they demonstrate 
that we only see what we are 
looking for. Magicians take 
advantage of this to pull off 
their great illusions. The sky is 
blue, but if you are not looking 
for it and have never trained 
your brain to respond to those 
wavelengths, you will never 

triple cheeseburger and large 
fries. That is what millions of 
Americans do. The logic may 
be tenuous at best, but we are 
somewhat relieved of the guilt 
we would have felt if we had 
not ordered a diet drink.

We make those deci-
sions, what we eat, not the 
well-meaning bureaucrats, 
who mistakenly assume the 
cure for obesity is to count 
calories. What a farce. The key 

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

to avoiding obesity is to eat 
less and exercise more.

It is not what you eat, but 
what you eat in moderation, 
that has a large impact on 
your health. After leaving the 
hospital, praising the Lord for 
Medicare, I joined the local 
YMCA and begin eating half 
of what I ordered. The only 
thing the dog will not eat is 
sauerkraut.

Thanks to the government’s 
poor reading of human nature, 
the average American will 
look at their menus, perhaps, 

order sauerkraut (27 calories 
per cup), a triple cheeseburger 
large fries and a diet drink. 
They will then proceed to eat 
everything, but the sauerkraut.

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
recently started writing occa-
sional columns for the fun of 
it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)

see blue. Like the emperors 
clothes, you have to be told 
what you see. 

What is color? Is it a wave-
length of light or is it the way 
our brain decodes the informa-
tion? It really is true that color 
is in the eye of the beholder.  
What we see depends on the 
wavelengths of the light reflect-
ed and the sensitivity of our 
cones, but it is just as depen-

dent on which wavelengths 
our brain has been trained to 
filter and identify.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology and 
curriculum director for the Shi-
loh School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us) 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, engagement, wedding or birth for free: email 
nzeman@prairiepress.net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

Anderson honored by realtors TOPS meets
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL2318 met Tues-
day, June 12, with 15 mem-
bers weighing in and 14 at-
tending the meeting.
Members honored were: Mar-
cy Heminger, TOPS weekly 
loser; Carmen Minge, KOPS 
weekly loser; Mary Ruth Clark, 
KOPS drawing winner; Kelly 
Tinsman, three-week loser; 
Christy Henry won the mar-
ble game and was also the top 
walker and top cyclist; and Pam 
Waller was the top exerciser.
Clark delivered a program 
about the benefits of steaming 
food.
TOPS #IL 2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh-in is from 5:45-6:50 
p.m. The meeting starts at 
7 p.m. More information 
is available by calling 217-
808-0078 or 217-822-6300.

Youth. She is a member of 
the Lake Ridge Christian 
Church Bell Choir and 
has served as the Honey 
Bee Fall Festival Queen 
Pageant director.

Her volunteer support 
includes United Way 
of the Wabash Valley, 
Kiwanis Club and 
Whitetails Unlimited. She 
is also involved with the 
activities and interests 
of her 19-year-old son 
Jordan.

“Winning THAAR 
affiliate of the year award 
was a huge surprise,” said 
Anderson. “I had no idea 
I was even nominated. 
I am very humbled and 
feel blessed to get to go 
to work everyday doing 
what I absolutely love. 
I don’t really consider 
it work, I think of it as 
opportunities.”

NAL VOLUNTEERS AT SHELTER Special to The Praire Press

Volunteers from North American 
Lighting painted the interior 
of the Edgar County Animal 
Shelter Tuesday, June 12, as part 
of the annual Team Honda Week 
of Service. Other NAL employees 
volunteered with the Edgar 
County Summer Meals program 
for the week helping serve free 
meals to children under 18. The 
employees also held a food drive 
to assist the feeding program. 
Those working at the animal 
shelter are front row, left to 
right, Boyd Turnbow, Morgen 
Kirkhart, Stephanie Gann, Vickie 
Sexton and Bobo. Back row, 
left to right, Jacob Furgurson, 
Tyler Leloup, Barrie Ballentine, 
Jennifer Kauffman, Alicia 
McCain, Charlotte Pennington, 
Jennifer Hickman and Karen 
Turnbow.
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COMPILED BY NED JENISON
 Former Editor and Publisher
 Paris Beacon-News

The following articles are 
taken from the pages of the Paris 
Daily Beacon for the week of June 
10-16, 1918, and from the Paris 
Beacon-News for the same week 
in 1968, reflecting the events of 
the Paris community exactly 100 
and 50 years ago this week.

People Must Suffer Dust
Citizens of Paris must suffer 

the dust during the summer, 
according to Mayor W. H. Hoff.

Quite a number of people have 
been clamoring for oil, which here-
tofore has been placed on a number 
of the important streets. This year 
the companies which have been 
supplying the oil are confronted 
with a government mandate that 
the practice should be abandoned 
during the period of the war.

School Site Purchased
The site for a new school has 

been purchased by the consolidated 
district in the north part of the coun-
ty, and work on the improvement 
will begin at once.

In a recent election, the Wood-
yard, Ross and Dickson districts 
decided to join hands and maintain 
one school. The new directors have 
purchased the Mt. Olive Church site, 
a short distance north of Mortimer. 
The church, with a small amount of 
remodeling, can be transferred into 
a first class school, it is said.

It will be known as the Mt. Olive 
School. Pupils residing at a distance 
will be hauled to and from the 
building in hacks.

Teachers Get Raise
Practically every teacher in the 

Paris Union  School district will 
have a raise in salary as a war time 
necessity beginning next fall.

At a meeting of the Board of 
Directors in the high school, a new 
schedule was adopted, providing 
for increases ranging from $5 to 
$10 per month.

EMPLOYEES TO ASSIST 
FARMERS

Arrangements have been made 
by Horace Link & Co., to assist the 
farmers to harvest their crops. The 
store will be closed every Thursday 
afternoon and all ten of the 
employees will be ready to help any 
of the farm patrons. This is the first 
firm to start the move in Paris.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
THOUSANDS SEE PARADE

A perfect summer weekend 
favored the annual Shrine 
Barbecue and Parade, and 
Sidewalk Sales Days in Paris, as 
thousands arrived in downtown 
to enjoy the double header.

More than 3,200 portions of 
the barbecue meal were served 
according to chef Glenn Barr, 
presiding over the food activity.

OK PARKING BONDS
The city council approved 

$50,000 for new off-street parking 
lots and restricted trash burning to 
from dawn to 4 p.m. in first reading 
of ordinances Monday night. The 
new parking lots are planned for 
the west side of the business dis-
trict. Two-hour parking restrictions 
around the square were approved.

Warren & VanPraag, consult-
ing engineers for the city, were 
directed to study plans for a 
sanitary sewer system for the Eads 
subdivision area.

PARIS TURNS TO PAST
Paris will turn the clock back 

some 150 years Saturday when a 
Sesquicentennial Celebration pro-
gram is planned in the downtown 
area. Featured events will be an 
art show with a Sesquicentennial 
theme, a parade, an antique show, 
and reenactment of the 1891 laying 
of the courthouse cornerstone. 
Jack Asher will give a portion of 
the speech of Judge Scofield, 
who was the principal speaker at 
the ceremony. Earl Anderson will 
quote from Lincoln’s remarks.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Routine can switch to extraordinary 
with breathtaking speed in a war zone.

That was the circumstance Edgar 
County native Dave Dailey found him-
self encountering 50 years ago.

Dailey was serving with the Army’s 
1st Aviation Brigade in Vietnam as 
the crew chief and door gunner on a 
Bell UH-1 Iroquois helicopter – bet-
ter known to the troops as a Huey. His 
chopper was flying a routine patrol 
June 18, 1968, near its base at Long 
Binh when the radio received a distress 
call from another helicopter.

“They were practicing autorotation,” 
said Dailey. “The copter flipped upside 
down and crashed, and we went in.” 

It was about 20 miles to the crash site. 
While his craft got there quickly, Dailey 
said the trip, making the rescue and fly-
ing the injured to a hospital seemed to 
pass in slow motion. 

Dailey recalls the scene he and the 
other door gunner encountered as they 
approached the downed Huey.

“They were totally upside down,” 
said Dailey. “The rotors were off and 
the cargo doors were off. We used the 
cargo door to load the two wounded 
into our helicopter.”

Hueys flown by the 1st Aviation Bri-
gade typically had a crew of four – pilot, 
co-pilot and two door gunners. The 
crashed helicopter only had three peo-
ple aboard. One was killed upon impact 
when he was thrown from the craft. 
Another man was alive and managed to 
get clear of the wreckage, but the third 
man, Dick Morrill, was trapped inside 
with the weight of the aircraft pushing 
down on him.

According to the official report, the 
two injured men were correspondents 
for the Army newspaper Stars and 
Stripes, but Dailey questions that state-
ment. He said the Huey was operated 
by Air America, a business front for 
CIA operations in Vietnam.

It was a stressful situation deal-
ing with the casualties and only two 
men available to get Morrill out of the 
wreckage. The danger was compound-
ed because the CIA craft went down in 
hostile territory.

“The entire time we were loading 
them into our helicopter, we had one 
hand on our side arms,” said Dailey. 

Making use of the damaged cargo 
door as an improvised litter left little 
room in Dailey’s helicopter for the 
crew. He made the flight to the hospi-
tal sitting on the floor of the helicopter, 
without the ability to use any safety 
gear, while trying to care for Morrill. 

“I put my fingers in his mouth to keep 
his airway open,” Dailey said about the 

effort to keep Morrill alive.
He was not sure the two injured men 

had much chance for survival, noting 
one of them was bleeding badly from 
the leg. They left the dead man on the 
ground for another incoming helicop-
ter to retrieve.

Dailey explained this sort of event 
seemed a daily occurrence during the 
war and didn’t regard it as unusual. His 
superiors had a different take on the 
incident and Dailey received a soldier’s 
medal for valor. 

The commendation letter notes: “In 
order to secure the improvised litter, it 
was necessary for Specialist Dailey to 
ride in the cargo compartment of the 
helicopter without the aid of a seat belt 
or safety device of any kind. Despite 
imminent danger of being thrown from 
the helicopter, he disregarded his own 
personal safety in order to administer 
first aid to his patient.” 

Soldiers have other obligations and 
Dailey went about his duties after the 
rescue and finished an 18-month tour 
of duty in Vietnam. He occasionally 
wondered over the years what hap-
pened to the rescued men and after get-
ting a home computer approximately 
12 years ago began a search for infor-
mation about the incident.

A query posted to the Air America 
website produced a quick response 
that Morrill survived and was still alive. 
Since that time, the two men have 
made a practice of exchanging Christ-
mas cards and talking every June 18.

Last year, Dailey went to Cape Cod 
and visited Morrill on the anniversary 
of the rescue.

“It was sure good to see him stand up-
right and living a good life,” said Dailey.

During their conversations, Dailey 

learned Morrill remembers hanging 
upside down in the helicopter with the 
engine running and expecting to die at 
any moment when it exploded.

According to Dailey, the rescue was 
a situation where he did what needed 
done without thinking about it at the 
moment. The reality of what happened 
sank in after delivering the wounded to 
the hospital.

“I got a little nervous after it was 
over,” said Dailey. “Hell, I was just 18 
and came from little Scottland, Illinois, 
and never did anything like that before.” 

Ag Lab leads research 

(Editor’s note: The weekly 
Illinois Bicentennial series is 
brought to you by the Illinois 
Associated Press Media Editors 
and Illinois Press Association. 
More than 20 newspapers are 
creating stories about the state’s 
history, places and key mo-
ments in advance of the Bicen-
tennial on Dec. 3, 2018. Stories 
published up to this date can be 
found at 200illinois.com.)

BY SCOTT HILYARD
The Peoria Journal Star

PEORIA — The U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture’s 
National Center for Agricul-
tural Utilization Research, 
formerly named the North-
ern Regional Research Lab-
oratory, has been headquar-
tered in Peoria for 78 years.

Wait, the what?
Well, it’s best known as 

The Ag Lab, the federal sci-
entific research operation 
that is the work home of 80 
Ph.D. scientists and 120 sup-
port staff. Wrapped in post-
9/11 wrought iron security, 
the building has been a solid, 
if vaguely mysterious, pres-
ence at the corner of Nebras-
ka Avenue and University 
Street since 1940.

Created under the Agri-
cultural Adjustment Act of 
1938, The Ag Lab was one 
of four regional research 
centers built. Each center 
cost about $1 million to 

build, equip and staff.
Then, the United States 

was emerging from the De-

pression and World War 
II was on the horizon. “All 
across this country there 

were large stockpiles of ex-
cess agricultural commodi-
ties,” former Ag Lab director 

Paul Sebesta said in 2015. 
“The chore was to take those 
excess commodities and cre-

ate value-added products out 
of them to support the rural 
economy. The four centers 
were located in Peoria, close 
to the Great Lakes, in Phila-
delphia, one was located in 
New Orleans and one was lo-
cated out on the West Coast, 
in the Bay Area. Each still 
exists and all four were con-
structed exactly the same.

“They were all in the 
shape of a ‘U,’ where they 
had two science wings. 
And perpendicular to the 
two science wings was the 
administration wing. We 
received additional mon-
ey in the 1960s to add a 
third (science) wing onto 
our building. So we are the 
largest of the four regional 
research centers, both in 
terms of square footage, in 
terms of human capital and 

I have a different ap-
proach that sometimes put 
me at odds with the way 
kids start playing organized 
baseball today. 

Baseball has rules and 
they serve many purposes. 
One is for the safety of the 
players, and another is to 
provide a sporting activity 

that can be 
enjoyed 
by both 
the players 
and the 
fans. 
Some-
times the 
limits of 
the sport 
goes 
beyond 
what is 

really good for the kids 
when they attempt to play 
the game with no real idea 
of what is going on. 

It is sometimes hilarious 
to watch the youngsters’ 
bungled attempts to hit 
a ball and then take off 
running to first. Maybe it 
is asking too much for very 
young kids to be involved 
in something, just because 
parents and coaches 
pushed them into it. 

The reason I am making 
this observation is because 
of the way I was introduced 
into the world of ball, and 
the way I learned some-
thing that has meant so 
much in my life.

It had a much different 
atmosphere than the way 
I see beginners attempting 
to enjoy the game. Let’s 
start with the diamond we 
played on. First base was the 
corner of the schoolhouse, 
second was a big old maple 
tree and third was a catalpa 
tree. Home plate was either 
lines drawn in the dirt or 
somebody’s old ball glove. 

Nowadays it is an immacu-
late diamond with real chalk 
lines, real bases and even a 
backstop. Most of us didn’t 
have gloves, so we either 
placed ourselves in non-es-
sential positions or borrowed 
the batting team’s gloves. 

Today I see miniature 
ball gloves that look like the 
real thing except it fits the 
little players’ hands. Many 
of us played bare-footed 
and of course there were 
no uniforms. What I see 
today is complete uni-
forms with numbers on 
them with a team name 

The rules of 
the game

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

See PEORIA Page 4B

Dailey honored for valor

Special to The Prairie Press

Dave Dailey, left, of Paris, and Dick Morrill, right, of Cape Cod, Mass., share a 
unique connection. Fifty years ago June 18 Dailey was a door gunner on a Huey in 
Vietnam and helped rescue Morrill who was trapped in the wreckage of a crashed 
helicopter. The two men reconnected a few years ago thanks to the Internet and 
make a point of talking every June 18.

Photo courtesy of United States Department of Agriculture

The USDA’s penicillin research team, which included microbi-
ologists, chemists and fungi experts, gathers in Peoria in June 
1944.

For more than 75 
years, Peoria’s Ag 
Lab has made an 
impact on lives 
with ‘wonderful 
discoveries’

Dailey received a Soldier’s 
Medal for valor in saving 
another’s life

Special to The Prairie Press

Dave Dailey stands at the front of the 
Huey helicopter he was assigned to as 
a member of the Army’s 1st Aviation 
Brigade. He served as the crew chief and 
door gunner for the craft based at Long 
Binh, Vietnam. The Vietnamese words 
Nguy Heim are painted on the nose of the 
craft, and while Dailey forgets the exact 
translation, he said it was a warning to 
the Viet Cong

    Steve Benefiel R.PH                   Dustin Melton, R.PH.    
    Denise Allanson, R.PH     Missy Speicher, PharmD
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I’ll do it all, just ask!
*Deck cleaning/staining * Fencing 

* Tear outs * Trim work * Drywall * Small 
excavation/land clearing * Demolition

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Start with

SAVINGS!
$599* Mobil 1

Synthetic
Motor Oil

/qt.

5 qt. jug - 
$28.99*

*General states pricing. Sales prices do not include applicable 
state/local taxes or recycling fees.

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
    Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
    Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
    Reapair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

PEORIA
FROM PAGE 3B

in terms of budget.”
The two commodities the 

Peoria center was to work on 
were corn and wheat. The rea-
son was because of the Hiram 
Walker Distilleries, Peoria was 
the whiskey capital of the world, 
so the first research initiatives 
were to improve fermentation 
technologies. “It was because of 
the industry that was here and 
because of the agriculture com-
modities that were here and 
because of its close proximity to 
the Great Lakes. This was in the 
heart of agriculture territory,” 
Sebesta said.

The Peoria Ag Lab earned it’s 
first fame from penicillin.

Alexander Fleming had dis-
covered penicillin in Britain. 
England was fighting the Ger-
mans before the United States 
joined World War II and was 
being bombed regularly and 
couldn’t build the laboratory 
to produce the penicillin. Brit-
ain contacted the USDA, and 
USDA knew of Peoria’s fermen-
tation technologies. The British 
knew the value of penicillin and 
so they brought scientists and 
the penicillin strain to Peoria. 
They started doing research.

“The original penicillin strain 
could not be cultured in large 
amounts,” Sebesta said. “They 
had to do a worldwide search 
for penicillin cultures, so Army 
Air Corps pilots were instruct-
ed that anywhere they landed, 
anywhere in the world on a 
dirt field, they were to scoop 
up a sample of dirt and send it 
to Peoria. And we evaluated all 
those samples for penicillin try-
ing to find samples of penicillin 
that would grow rapidly be-
cause we knew that we needed 
huge doses of it, and it was hard 
to grow in the standard culture. 
It was purely by luck that a lady 
brought in a cantaloupe to the 
lab and there was a strain on 
there that could be rapidly cul-
tured. The townspeople knew 
about the search (for penicil-
lin cultures) and this woman, 
whose name was lost to history, 
got a moldy cantaloupe out of a 
Peoria grocery store.”

What did the scientists do 
with the moldy cantaloupe? 
That’s where scientist Andrew 
Moyer gets involved. They mu-
tated the strain so it would grow 

and the kid’s name on the back. 
Most of us in the past didn’t 

wear caps, and we didn’t even 
know there was such a thing as 
a batting helmet. No one ever 
got seriously hurt. 

We maybe had two bats, 
one that was way too big and 
heavy and one that was way 
too small and skinny. We 
usually could come up with a 
lopsided softball that still had 
most of its strings attached. It 
didn’t matter – we got to play 
ball and that was fun.

Let’s get to the game itself. 
Instead of 4 to 6-year-olds of 
today, we had kids from 6 to 
13 years old on our teams. We 
didn’t have four or five coaches 
on a team. We had something 
better, a schoolteacher and 
older experienced players who 
helped us along the way. 

The teacher took care of the 
rules and the squabbles. The 
older players took care of our 
learning the skills of the game. 
Of course there was a pitcher, 
and the only way to get on 
base was for the batter to hit 
the ball when it was pitched or 
too many balls were pitched. 

The pitcher had a moving 
pitching rubber that was 
anywhere from 15 feet to 30 
feet depending on the size 
and ability of the batter. The 
batter knew when he hit the 
ball, to run like crazy to first 
base. There was no coach to 
escort them to the base and 
runners that didn’t make it 
before the ball got there were 
out, and we knew it. Those 
were the rules to the game. 

In today’s game there are no 
outs and everybody runs the 
bases and everybody gets to 
bat every inning. 

Back in the past, we were out 

if we couldn’t hit the ball. The 
incentive that made us hit the 
ball was our own motivation, 
with a little help from the other 
players. If you couldn’t do it in 
a game, you were out. I think 
we also had the satisfaction of 
scoring a real run that counted. 
It was really something. To get 
the other team out was real joy 
and to successfully finally win a 
game was great. 

We had to watch the game 
and become smart enough 
and practice on our own to 
handle the bat, and for heavens 
sakes not everyone has to hold 
the bat the same. Just as long 
as you can get the job done 
and don’t hurt anyone.  

I know that as the players 
get older and bigger they have 
to start using a more stringent 
set of rules that are more like 
the real rules for playing ball. I 
guess if the players finally get 
the taste of playing the real 
thing and enjoying the game 
that is what it is all about. 

Back in the old days we 
learned the sport in a much 
different way, which I call the 
real way, but I really liked the 
way we could have fun without 
all the fancy paraphernalia. 

Just playing a game without 
a final score or any real conse-
quences is not near as much 
fun. The kind of attitude about 
the rules we live our life with 
is similar to playing ball. Try 
your best to do it right and 
within the rules.  

(Roger Stanley is a resident 
of Edgar County, an author and 
retired farmer. Email him at 
rstanley1937@hotmail.com.) 

faster and then developed 
the tanks and the medium 
onto which it would grow, 
and that happened to be 
corn steep liquor from the 
fermentation production of 
ethanol.

By June 1944, in time for 
the D-Day invasion, there 
was suitable quantities of 
penicillin to support the 
Normandy Invasion.

The Ag Lab touches the 
world in countless ways; 
Huggies diapers and De-
pends garments, for in-
stance. The super-absor-
bent starch material that is 
in those diapers and those 
types of products that ab-
sorb liquid were developed 
in Peoria. It’s also used in 
operating rooms, anywhere 
you need to soak up large 
amounts of fluid because it 
can soak up to 1,000 times 
its weight in moisture.

Adds Sebesta, “Another 
product that was developed 
is something that you eat 
every day if you have a sal-
ad, but don’t know it. The 
product that is in every salad 
dressing is xantham gum and 
that came from this lab as 
well. There’s another prod-
uct that came from this lab 
that supported the Korean 
War effort and that’s called 
dextran, a plasma extender 
that adds volume to plasma.”

The Ag Lab also has one 
of the largest publicly avail-
able collections of microbes 
in the world. That’s about 
90,000 different microbes 
— yeasts, bacteria, fungi, etc. 
— that started from the pen-
icillin work.

“If you want a microbe 
to do something specific 
you can access this culture 
collection to screen the 
microbes in there to find 
microbes that will make 
products for you in the fer-
mentation. We make these 
microbes available free of 
charge to any scientific orga-
nization or scientist around 
the world,” said Sebesta.

What does the future look 
like for the Ag Lab?

“We’re not going to run 
out of people’s problems 
to solve so we better have 
very good solutions to 
those problems,” Sebesta 
said in 2015. “One of the 
things I like to say is that 
when you are a scientist 
you have a career of dis-
covery. All of the scientists 
and support staff in this 
building are dedicated and 
working hard to improve 
the lives of Americans. Ev-
ery day when I come into 
this building and come 
up the front steps I put 
my hand on that door and 
I think, ‘I wonder what 
wonderful discoveries are 
we going to make here to-
day.’ Because that’s what 
we do. Think about what a 
wonderful career that is, to 
work every day of your life 
trying to discover some-
thing.”

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

A century ago, Centralia, 
Pennsylvania, was a busy small 
town filled with shops, resi-
dents and a brisk mining busi-
ness. Coal from local mines 
fueled its homes and its econ-
omy, and its 1,200 residents 
worked, played and lived as 
tight-knit neighbors. 

Today couldn’t be more dif-
ferent. Centralia’s streets are 
abandoned. Most of its build-
ings are gone, and smoke wafts 
down graffiti-strewn highways 
where a prosperous town once 
stood. The formerly busy burg 
has turned into a ghost town. 
The cause was something that’s 
still happening beneath Cen-
tralia’s empty streets: a mine 
fire that’s been burning for over 
50 years, resulting in the devas-
tation of a community and the 
eviction and impoverishment 
of many of its residents. 

Coal seam fires are nothing 
new, but Centralia’s is the Unit-
ed States’ worst and one of his-
tory’s most devastating. Before 
the 1962 fire, Centralia had 
been a mining center for over a 
century. Home to a rich depos-
it of anthracite coal, the town 
was incorporated after mining 
began in the 1850s. 

Mining defined life in Cen-
tralia, from its rough-and-tum-
ble residents to its seedier side. 
During the 1860s, the town 
was home to members of the 
Molly Maguires, a secret soci-
ety that originated in Ireland 
and made its way to American 
coal mines along with Irish im-
migrants. In the late 1860s, the 
Molly Maguires are suspected 
to have committed a rash of 
violence within Centralia. As 
Pennsylvania historian Deryl 
B. Johnson notes, the Molly 
Maguires were implicated in 
everything from the murder of 
the town’s founder, Alexander 
Rae, to the death of the area’s 
first priest. “Some believe that 
the Mollies were guilty, while 
others claim that the Mollies 
were framed by owners of the 
mines who feared that the 
members of the Mollies and 
[other organizations] would 
organize the mine workers into 
unions,” writes Johnson. Even-
tually, after a brutal attempt to 
subdue the Mollies and the ex-
ecution of some of the groups’ 
suspected leaders in 1877, the 
crime wave ended. 

Centralia’s dependence on 
mining didn’t, though. By 1890, 
it was home to over 2,700 people, 
most of them miners or their fam-
ily members. And even though 
the stock market crash and Great 
Depression struck a strong blow 
to the coal industry in Centralia, it 
didn’t kill the town. 

It took a tragedy to do that, 
but it’s not entirely clear how 
the tragedy began. It seems to 
have started with the Centralia 
landfill, an abandoned mine pit 
that had been converted into a 
garbage dump in 1962. Trash 
was a thorny issue in Centralia, 

which was full of unregulated 
dumps, and the city council 
wanted to solve a problem with 
unwanted odors and rats. 

In May 1962, the city coun-
cil proposed cleaning up the 
local landfill in time for Centra-
lia’s Memorial Day festivities. 
“This might seem like irrele-
vant, small-town history except 
for one thing,” wrote David 
Dekok in Fire Underground, 
his history of the fire: “Centra-
lia Council’s method for clean-
ing up a dump was to set it on 
fire.” Though competing the-
ories exist about how the fire 
was sparked, it’s thought the 
Centralia dump fire sparked a 
much larger mine fire beneath 
the town. 

Soon, a fire was raging in a 
coal seam beneath Centralia. It 
spread to mine tunnels beneath 
town streets, and the local 
mines closed due to unsafe car-
bon monoxide levels. Multiple 
attempts were made to excavate 
and put out the fire, but all of 
them failed. The reason, iron-
ically, is the aftermath of the 
mining that defined Centralia 
for all of those years. There are 
so many abandoned mine tun-
nels in the area that one, many 
or all could be fueling the fire—
and it would be prohibitively 
expensive and likely impossible 
to figure out which ones stoke 
the fire and to close off every 
single one of them.

As the years went on, the 
ground beneath the city itself 
became hotter and hotter, 
reaching over 900 degrees 
Fahrenheit in some locations. 
Smoke poured from sinkholes 
and gas filled basements. Res-
idents started to report health 
problems and homes began to 
tilt. “Even the dead cannot rest 
in peace,” wrote Greg Walter 
for People in 1981. “Graves 
in the town’s two cemeteries 
are believed to have dropped 
into the abyss of fire that rages 
below them.” Earlier that year, 
a 12-year-old boy fell into a 
sudden sinkhole created by the 
fire, barely escaping death. 

By then, it was too late 
for Centralia. Rather than 
put out the fire, Congress 
decided to buy out its resi-
dents, paying them to move. 
Then, in 1992, Pennsylva-
nia moved to kick the hold-
outs out for good. All of 
Centralia’s buildings were 
condemned; its ZIP code 
was eliminated. Seven res-
idents remained via court 
order; they are forbidden 
from passing down their 
property or selling it. 

Today, Centralia still 
burns as one of 38 known 
active mining fires in Penn-
sylvania. According to the 
state’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, the 
fire could burn for another 
century if left uncontrolled. 
As geologist Steve Jones 
told Smithsonian’s Kevin 
Krajick, “Putting it out is 
the impossible dream.” 

Fire burns over 50 years
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Southern Baptists confront sex
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DALLAS — The sermons, 
the hymn singing and the 
floor debates of the Southern 
Baptists’ annual meeting have 
concluded, but a key question 
remains: How will the denom-
ination address the issues of 
sexual and physical abuse that 
loomed over the proceedings?

This past week’s meeting, 
there was a sense that the na-
tion’s largest Protestant de-
nomination has only started 
down a long road toward an 
answer after months of scan-
dals. Days before the Southern 
Baptists arrived here, Paige 
Patterson, an architect of the 
faith group’s conservative turn 
in the 1980s, was ousted from 
the presidency of Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary after reports arose of his 
mishandling rape allegations 
by students. Other former lu-

minaries have been accused of 
abuse or left positions unex-
pectedly due to immoral be-
havior.

The alleged untoward be-
havior by Southern Baptist 
leaders forced many of the 
messengers, as delegates to this 
meeting are called, to grapple 
with how to rein in abuse while 
respecting the autonomy of the 
convention’s local churches. 
One step that the messengers 
took was to pass a nonbinding 
statement that suggested that 
“church and ministry leaders 
have an obligation to imple-
ment policies and practices 
that protect against and con-
front any form of abuse.”

The convention’s Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission 
announced that it will partner 
with a research firm to study 
the extent of abuse that is oc-
curring in churches. The com-
mission also has been referred 

a request from a messenger to 
evaluate the feasibility of estab-
lishing an “online verification 
database” of known sexual 
predators among ministers and 
other church personnel. It is 
scheduled to respond to that 
request at next year’s annual 
meeting.

Historian Bill Leonard said 
that a national database would 
be a challenge for the fiercely 
independent Southern Baptist 
congregations.

“It gets at the heart of both 
the freedom and the problem 
of Southern Baptist congrega-
tional autonomy,” said Leon-
ard, professor of Baptist studies 
at Wake Forest University’s Di-
vinity School in Winston-Sa-
lem, N.C. That autonomy, he 
said, “has often limited the 
ability to monitor the personal, 
moral and ethical life of candi-
dates for ordination.”

Even proponents of the da-

tabase are cautious about what 
it would mean for local church-
es’ independence. Oklahoma 
pastor Wade Burleson, who 
first suggested that churches 
share abuse information at an 
annual meeting more than a 
decade ago, noted that it would 
need to be maintained “in a 
manner consistent with our 
traditions of church autonomy 
and redemptive ministry.”

Some congregations are 
already taking some precau-
tionary measures to help avoid 
having predators in their midst. 
“More and more churches are 
doing background checks of 
the people they ordain and 
they’re doing it because of the 
danger of being sued if those 
persons are convicted of vary-
ing degrees of criminal acts, 
from embezzlement to sexual 
abuse,” said Leonard, who has 
recently served as an expert 
witness in lawsuits against 

churches that have ordained a 
minister accused of abuse.

The pressure to address 
abuse is not likely to end with 
the annual meeting’s last gavel. 
At a “For Such a Time as This 
Rally” held Tuesday outside 
the Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Convention Center as the mes-
sengers met inside, several doz-
en people, including anti-abuse 
activists of other faiths and 
members of the media, called 
for mandatory training about 
sexual assault and domestic 
abuse for all pastors and South-
ern Baptist seminaries.

Ginny Dodson, a former 
Southern Baptist who trav-
eled 30 miles from Highland 
Village to attend the rally, said 
she thinks recent negative 
publicity could now prompt 
real changes. Dodson said her 
former church’s leadership told 
her to stay put in her marriage 
as she endured an abusive situ-

ation for two decades. She said 
she was told to “meet his sexual 
needs, make sure dinner was 
cooked properly, make sure I 
was doing all my wifely duties 
because if he had any reason to 
abuse, it was because I wasn’t 
doing my job.”

Asked about the possibility 
of mandatory training and a 
database shortly after his elec-
tion as SBC president Tuesday, 
North Carolina megachurch 
pastor J.D. Greear said the “vol-
untary cooperation” of South-
ern Baptist churches would 
limit what could be required 
of them. But he said he is “very 
open to anything that can lead 
to a greater transparency and 
greater safety and that prior-
itizes the safety of the victim 
above everything.”

Greear also said he hopes 
to bridge what he considers to 
be a “gap of ignorance” within 

Faith groups 
response to 
Grenfell fire
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

LONDON  — The 
Rev. Alan Everett vividly 
remembers the early morn-
ing hours of June 14, 2017. 
Flames were engulfing the 
24-story apartment building 
near his church, St. Clem-
ent’s in Notting Dale, and he 
did what came naturally: in-
vite in the weary, fearful and 
displaced.

“Opening the doors and 
switching on the lights was 
the most important thing 
I’ve done in my ministry,” 
Everett recalled.

From 3 a.m. onward, 
neighbors came for hot 
drinks, food and clothing, 
all distributed by a team of 
volunteers who had sprung 
into action. In the faces of 
those who had lost homes, 
possessions or loved ones, 
Everett saw something ris-
ing to the surface.

“On the night of the fire, 
something very deep was 
triggered in people,” Ever-
ett said. “They had a strong 
belief that you can find sanc-
tuary in a sacred space. And 
they needed that sanctuary.”

June 14 marks the one-
year anniversary since the 
fire at the Grenfell Tower 
in the Kensington neigh-
borhood of West London. 
The fire burned for 24 hours 
and took the lives of 72 res-
idents, with more than 200 
others left homeless.

Now, Londoners are 
remembering the tragedy 
with a sense for what has 
changed over the past year. 
A degree of shame stems 
from growing awareness of 
causes that suggest the fire 
might have been prevent-
able. But Grenfell has also 
produced an alternative nar-
rative about Britain, where 
there is concern about in-
tegration of diverse groups 
in society and a view that 
religious belief is in sharp 
decline and irrelevant.

Footage of the fire 
shows people escaping 
from the flames and oth-
ers screaming in distress 
and running away. Trapped 
residents can be seen stand-
ing at their apartment win-
dows. Photos of the inferno 
taken from a distance show 
a great plume of smoke ris-
ing and curving into the air.   

See CIVIL, Page 6B

Car show benefits kids
BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Paris resident Dawn Kirby knew 
God was working when a local 
couple approached her and the 
Christmas for Kids committee 
about hosting a car show as a benefit 
fundraiser for HIS ministries.

“God brings people into our 
lives and that goes to show what we 
are doing with the program is an 
appropriate task,” said Kirby, who 
along with her sister Debra Ford 
are co-directors of Christmas for 
Kids. “The blessings go beyond what 
people see on a daily basis.” 

Paris residents Brad Totten and 
his wife, Amanda, with help from 
Brad Totten’s son, Joseph Totten of 
Chrisman, are planning the Christmas 
in July car show July 7 at Lake Ridge 
Christian Church. All proceeds from 
the daylong event go to the Christmas 
for Kids organization.

The entry fee is $10 and the first 75 
automobiles registered receive a dash 
plaque depicting the Christmas for 
Kids Facebook page logo. 

Registration for the car show is 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Judging is 3 p.m., with 
awards immediately following. 

Trophies topped with Santa Claus 
go to cars and trucks for the first, 
second and third place winners in the 
categories of 1900-1939, 1940-1949, 
1950-1959, 1960-1969, 1970-1979, 
1980-1999 and 2000-2018 along 
with awards for the best rat rod, best 
motorcycle, club participation award 
and best of show. 

The Christmas for Kids 
committee members and volunteers 
are assisting with organizing and 
implementing the show. The 
volunteers will operate a concession 
stand serving hot dogs, chips and 
drinks. They are also baking treats 
for a bake sale and overseeing a 
silent auction. Paris Healthcare 
residents are putting special car 
show labels on the free bottles of 
water given out during the event.

Other activities include a DJ playing 
music and the church playground 
is open to youngsters attending the 
event. In addition, a model car display 
is featured and a collector of remote 
control cars will show his collection.

“Being in Edgar County is a 
blessing because we have such a great 
giving community,” said Kirby. “We 
are absolutely blessed for Brad and 
others like him in the community and 
surrounding areas who step up and say, 
‘I would like to help.’”

Not only is the event special to 
Kirby and Ford, it also has a special 
meaning to the Totten family. It is a 
way for Brad Totten to honor his late 
mother, Mary Wilson, whose favorite 
holiday was Christmas.

“Mom passed away in August and 
Christmas was a big deal to her,” said 
Brad Totten. “I thought a Christmas 

in July car show would be appropriate. 
Also I knew Christmas for Kids is a 
great cause and I believe my mom 
would be pleased if we did something to 
help the organization.” 

Totten is donating a portion of 
his mother’s favorite Christmas 
decorations to the silent auction. 

“She had so many Christmas 
decorations and Mom would like the 
idea of donating them so the money 
can assist kids who need Christmas,” 
added Totten.

Christmas for Kids is a project 
of the HIS ministry organization 
created by Amanda Pate Fessant. 
Following her untimely death in 2011 
from cancer, her sisters Ford, Kirby 
and other family members vowed to 
continue the organization.

“Thousands of hours go into an 
organization like ours,” said Kirby. “We 
promised Mandy we would continue 
the program when her life was cut 
short. She gave her life to ministry 
so we knew we needed to continue 
this and with the help from Brad and 
others like him in the community we 
have been able to do so.”

At the time of Fessant’s death the 
organization served approximately 
300 children and has more than 
doubled since then.

Christmas for Kids serves children in 
Edgar County ages infants to 18 years of 
age who are still in high school. It is one 
of the few organizations providing gifts 
for older teens. 

“We believe high schoolers deal 
with a lot of struggles and challenges 
so they deserve and need Christmas 
gifts as well to experience the love 
they get from the community and 
from God,” Kirby said. 

Those wishing to donate silent 
auction items or door prizes are 

encouraged to contact Totten at 217-
264-2647 or Kirby at 217-251-7250.

“We are the hand and the feet of God 
showing his love by helping others,” 
Kirby said. “I encourage people to come 
out and bring their families to the car 
show. It will be a lot of fun.”

Additional information is available 
at the Christmas in July Car Show 
Facebook page.

Special to The Prairie Press

Local car enthusiasts Amanda and Bradley Totten devote their interest and time to 
organize car shows benefitting local charities. Their next project is a Christmas in 
July car show as a fundraiser for the HIS Ministry Christmas for Kids project. 

See BAPTISTS, Page 6B

Graham to 
youths

On the day Billy Graham 
died and we remembered 
his life and message, high 

school 
kids in 
Florida 
were 
speaking 
out about 
gun 
control.

To 
me, the 
juxtapo-
sition was 
fitting.

As a teenager in New 
Jersey, I attended Billy 
Graham’s 1957 New York 
evangelistic crusade on a 
weekly basis — our church 
rented a bus to make that 
possible. One of those eve-
ning services in Madison 
Square Garden was “Youth 
Night.” For me it was an 
experience that had a deep 
impact on my life.

Growing up in the evan-
gelical world, I attended 
many youth rallies. Much 
of what happened in those 
gatherings clearly bordered 
on entertainment. Peppy 
music. “With it” speakers 
who knew how to use our 
teenage language (“Fol-
lowing Jesus is as cool as 
you can get!”). Testimo-
nies from star athletes 
and beauty queens about 
how they continued to 
maintain their strong faith 
when surrounded by the 
temptations that afflict the 
party crowd.

There was none of that 
during Billy Graham’s 
“Youth Night” service. 
There were prayers and 
readings from the Bible, 
with some numbers by the 
large choir. And George 
Beverly Shea sang “How 
Great Thou Art,” long a 
powerful Swedish hymn 
that had recently been 
translated into English and 
became a mainstay in the 
Graham meetings.

Then Billy spoke. He 
made no effort to be hip. 
There was no humor that 
I can remember. Nor were 
there any promises about 
how a decision to love 
God with all our hearts 
would lead to happier and 
more successful lives. He 
simply spoke to us about 
what should be most 
important in a teenager’s 
heart.

RICHARD
MOUW
CIVIL
EVANGELICALISM

See FIRE, Page 6B

Special to The Prairie Press

Special Santa Claus trophies are part of 
the July 7 Christmas in July car show as 
a fundraiser for Christmas for Kids.

Paris Community Theater
Presents

Directed by Stuart Metcalf
Produced by Tanner Laughlin, Stuart Metcalf
Paris Center of Fine Arts  •  14040 E. 1200th Rd., Paris

July 13
7:00 p.m.

July 14
7:00 p.m. 

July 15
2:00 p.m.

EGYPT
GETS LIT

Tickets on sale
NOW

Prospect Bank
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some congregations.
“There is an education 

problem in the Southern 
Baptist churches, I think, on 
this because not everybody 
understands the laws,” he said.

First, others say, churches 
must understand the 
dimensions of the problem. 
On the day before the SBC 
meeting, Beth Moore, a 
prominent author and speaker, 
joined a pre-convention panel 
discussion in the convention 
center’s exhibit hall about 
abuse in the church. Speaking 
to a standing-room-only 
crowd, she recommended 
putting notices in bulletins 
and in church restrooms to let 
people know there’s help for 
them if they are in crisis. Like 
Greear, she said education 

about reporting abuse is 
necessary.

“There is a long, long 
shot of difference between 
sexual immorality and sexual 
criminality that we have got 
to get straight,” said Moore, 
herself a sex abuse survivor. 
“Both are sin. Both demand 
repentance in order to be 
restored. But one calls the 
police.”

Steps away, at a booth for 
MinistrySafe, a company 
that provides background 
checks and other child 
protection services for 
churches, Olivia Mueller, 
a MinistrySafe staffer, said 
she had received hundreds 
of visitors on the eve of the 
SBC meeting.

“A lot of questions pertain 
to when to report, whether 
an incident is a reportable 
incident,” she said. “The 

attorneys almost always say, 
‘When in doubt, report.’”

Danny Akin, president 
of Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, where 
Patterson was president before 
moving to Southwestern, told 
messengers his school in Wake 
Forest, N.C., is committed to 
providing “the safest possible 
environment” for its students, 
“especially our women.”

“And we also want them 
to know that if they are the 
subject of any type of abuse, 
they will find a loving ear, a 
sympathetic ear, a helpful ear,” 
Akin said. “We are there to 
care for them. We are there to 
protect them. We are there to 
watch over them.”

Jeffrey Bingham, who 
has succeeded Patterson 
as interim president at 
Southwestern, said he 
has instructed all his staff 

to retake and complete a 
sexual harassment course 
by July 31. The former dean 
of Southwestern’s School 
of Theology said he is also 
meeting with agencies and 
ministries that will aid the 
school in improving its 
response to abuse allegations.

“Let me state without any 
lack of clarity my intention, 
my priority is to create a safe 
environment and a campus 
culture that protects and cares 
for the victims of abuse,” he 
said, drawing applause from 
messengers.

“At Southwestern, we 
denounce all forms of abuse, 
all behavior that enables 
abuse, all behavior that fails 
to protect the abused and all 
behavior that fails to protect 
those who are vulnerable to 
abuse. We pray for the abused 
and we agonize for them.”

He told us that God cares 
deeply about us, and the 
Lord takes us seriously. 
Many adults, he said, forget 
what it was like to be young. 
When teenagers try to talk 
about what is important to 
them, adults find it easy to 
dismiss what the kids have 
to say. “You’re young yet. 
You have a lot of growing up 
ahead of you!”

Those adults are wrong, 
Graham said. The things you 
young folks worry about, 
the concerns that you have 
about life on a daily basis 
are some of the most basic 
issues of what it means to 
be a human being. God 
understands those things, 
and God cares about the 
struggles of being a teenager. 
Don’t let anyone tell you, he 
said, that the struggles you 
deal with are innocent and 
immature.

CIVIL
FROM PAGE 5B

All of the images eerily recall 
photos of the World Trade 
Center on September 11.

But what happened at 
Grenfell was not a terrorist 
incident. Evidence is 

FIRE
FROM PAGE 5B

I had invited some of my 
high school friends — sev-
eral of them professing no 
religious faith at all — to 
go with me that evening. I 
had hopes that they might 
hear some things that would 
influence them for the good. 
And when Billy issued his 
invitation to walk down the 
aisles to the area before his 
podium, making a decision 
for Christ, two of them 
went.

And I did too. I was 
moved to respond with a 
public commitment to Gra-
ham’s challenge. He made it 
clear that God took my teen-
age struggles seriously, and 
I wanted to respond with a 
commitment to take God’s 
concerns seriously in turn.

We teenagers who went 
forward that evening did 
so while the choir sang the 
same words that it did for 
adults: “Just as I am, though 
tossed about / with many 
a conflict, many a doubt / 

fighting and fears, within, 
without / O Lamb of God, 
I come.”

The Florida high school 
students who have been 
speaking out about gun con-
trol these days are clearly 
tossed about. And they are 
amazingly articulate about 
their conflicts and doubts 
about being young in an 
America where violence is 
all too present as a fact of 
life.

I have no doubts about 
what Billy Graham would 
say to them: Keep at it! God 
takes your concerns serious-
ly, and adults need to listen 
to you.

In a much publicized 
speech being reported as I 
write this, a National Rifle 
Association  leader tells us 
that he too grieves over the 
recent deaths of the inno-
cent in our schools. But the 
well-meaning expressions of 
grief by those who survived 
the recent shootings, he 

says, are being manipulated 
by opportunists who are us-
ing this tragedy for political 
purposes.

The Florida teenagers are 
not innocents. I learned that 
in my own teenage years 
from Billy Graham. They are 
persons with genuine hu-
man concerns — and with a 
unique perspective on those 
concerns. I am learning 
from them and I pray for the 
success of their efforts to 
teach us.

To them I offer Billy Gra-
ham’s favorite benediction: 
“And may the Lord bless you 
real good!”

(Richard Mouw is Professor 
of Faith and Public Life at Full-
er Theological Seminary, where 
he also served as president for 
20 years. He is the author of 20 
books, including Uncommon 
Decency: Christian Civility in 
an Uncivil World. He earned 
his PhD in Philosophy at the 
University of Chicago.)
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BRINGING 
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emerging, especially in the 
past fortnight at the start 
of the public inquiry into 
the fire, that it was possibly 
caused by cost-cutting. 
Lower-quality, combustible 
materials were used in the 
insulation and cladding. 
The fire doors were old and 
not up to safety standards. 
The latest reports have 
increased the anger about 
the stark inequalities of life 
in London and the housing 
conditions for some of the 
city’s poorest who also 
live in one of its wealthiest 
boroughs.

Rather than a place 
of conflict, Grenfell 
was home to people 
of many cultures and 
religions living together. 
The response to the fire 

revealed that religion 
can play a significant 
role in society, offering 
both spiritual succor 
and material help and 
encouraging community 
cohesion. While public 
services in their response 
to the Grenfell fire were 
chaotic, diverse faith 
groups of all kinds stood 
out in their commitment to 
the community.

“The key issue was trust,” 
Everett said.

Trust was a major 
theme of a research study 
published this month 
( June) by the Theos, a 
London-based think tank 
that studies the role of 
religion in society. It found 
that 15 different faith 
communities responded to 

the emergency. Churches, 
mosques, synagogues, 
gurdwaras and others 
offered help that was fast, 
practical and pastoral. 
They also provided aid, 
advice and space for prayer 
and interfaith memorial 
services. The Theos 
report concluded that faith 
communities that helped 
Grenfell were trusted 
because they were long-
established and perceived 
as committed.

Everett believes that 
the help faith groups have 
offered to people affected 
by the fire arises from 
what he calls “a patient 
ministry,” working for years 
with people who had been 
marginalized in society and 
being willing to learn from 
them.

The faith groups’ work 
has continued long after 
the emergency services 
left. They have offered 
people spaces to pray and 
provided counseling. Many 
people rendered homeless 
by the fire are still living in 
hotels. Congregations have 
joined together to put on a 
Christmas meal and holiday 
camps for children. One of 
the local aid organizations, 
the Clement James Centre, 
adjacent to the Grenfell 
Tower, was set up 40 years 
ago by the parishes of St. 
Clement and St. James. 
The center estimates it has 
supported more than 200 
households impacted by the 
fire.

The anniversary of 
the Grenfell Tower fire 
promises to be a painful 
day for the bereaved. St. 
Clement’s will hold a 24-
hour vigil beginning on 
June 13. The congregation 
is asking the community to 
join in prayer and solidarity 
— a word that has become 
synonymous with the faith 
groups of Grenfell.
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It is a common dictum that getting 
healthy requires adopting a healthy 
life style.

Western thinking often divides that 
idea into separate goals of physical exer-
cise and following good health practices. 
A more ancient approach seeks to simul-
taneously train the body and the mind.

Dating back at least 5,000 years to 
northern India, yoga originates from an-
cient Hindu religious thinking.

“The idea is the body is a vessel,” said 
Stephanie Lorenzen. “We create a strong 
vessel for our life force to be contained.”

Lorenzen is one of four instructors of-
fering yoga classes at the REC. The class-
es are 8:30-9:30 a.m. Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday and 6-7 p.m. Tuesday. 
In addition to Lorenzen, the other in-
structors are Beth Graham, Samantha 
Brinkerhoff and Brittany Rhodes.

Graham started teaching yoga 
about 12 years ago after the yoga 
class she was taking lost the instruc-
tor, and she stepped in to fill the gap. 
She is largely self-taught and ap-
proaches it mainly as an exercise, de-
scribing her sessions as yoga P90X.

“I incorporate yoga into all of my 
classes including Functional Fitness for 
Seniors,” said Graham. She also con-
cludes her spin cycle classes with yoga 
exercises. 

One goal is to help her yoga students 
build core strength. The classes, she said, 
are open to all fitness levels. 

The hour sessions commonly starts 
with everyone seated doing breath-
ing exercises, calming the mind and 
stretching the neck, lower back and 
core in preparation for doing and 
holding the yoga poses. She also in-
corporates some other strength build-
ing exercises like push ups.

At the end, students relax and seek 
calm by focusing on breathing. 

“It’s overall a mind/body/spirit 
connection,” said Graham.

Yoga has improved Graham’s quali-
ty of life.

“I have scoliosis,” she said. “Once 

I started doing yoga and keeping my 
weight down and strengthening my 
core, I haven’t had to go to the chi-
ropractor.”

Graham explained her statement was 
not a disparagement of chiropractors 
because some scoliosis victims do find 
relief with chiropractic treatments. It did 
not work for her, but yoga did. 

While it is possible to use books, 
DVDs or YouTube to try yoga alone 
at home, Graham is a proponent of 
a group setting like the REC classes, 
saying there is an energy to the group 
that benefits everyone.

Her concern with people trying it 
alone is they may concentrate too match 
on the pose of the well-practiced instruc-
tor, but that may not always be practical 
for a variety of reasons.

“If you are in a group session, you 
can see how others modify a pose,” 
said Graham.

Lorenzen is also less concerned about 
getting a pose perfect than she is in help-
ing students find a way to make the pose 
work for them. Her belief is there is al-
ways room for modification.

“The class is less about making a 
shape than knowing what we are doing 
with our body,” said Lorenzen. 

She is willing to adapt poses to make 
them easier for people just starting and 
conversely to make them harder for 
those with better physical conditioning. 

Like Graham, Lorenzen came to yoga 
for health reasons. 

“I was in the military and de-
veloped fibromyalgia,” she said. “I 
couldn’t do the higher impact exer-
cises. Yoga became what I could do 
and is now all that I want to do. With 
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Starting July 2 some Edgar 
County residents are eligible 
for vouchers to buy fresh 
produce at the Saturday 
farmers market on the 
courthouse square in Paris.

Financed through the 
Illinois Department of 
Human Services, the 
vouchers are available for 
senior citizens through the 
Chester P. Sutton Center for 
Seniors of Edgar County, and 
young women with children 
participating in the Women, 
Infants and Children 
(WIC) nutrition program 
at the Edgar County Health 
Department.

“The coupons are $20. 
That’s up from $15 last year,” 
said Shiela Williamson, 
WIC clerk for the health 

department. “Its an effort to 
help people out nutritionally.”

Williamson added 
the health department 
has participated in the 
Department of Human 
Services Famers Market 
voucher system for several 
years.

It is not an open-ended 
system with an unlimited 
number of vouchers to 
distribute.

The health department, 
Williamson said, will receive 
100 sets of the pre-printed 
vouchers.

“We will give them out 
until they are gone,” she said.

The vouchers distributed 
by the health department 
are for women with good 
case management status 
through WIC, meaning 
women who are pregnant 

and have other children, 
women with children up 

to age five, women who 
are breastfeeding a baby or 

postpartum women within 
six months of delivery who 
decided to formula feed.

The vouchers are not 
limited one per family. 
Williamson used an example 
of a pregnant woman with 
two children under the age 
of five visiting the office 
being eligible to receive three 
vouchers.

“That’s $60 to buy 
nutritious, healthy food,” she 
said. “The program is built 
around the idea that if we 
teach people to eat better, 
they will eat healthy.”

An informational brochure 
about the program includes 
an extensive list of fresh 
vegetables, fruits and herbs 
that may be purchased with 
the vouchers. Excluded items 
includes: popcorn, nuts, 
dried beans/peas, potted 

plants, flowers, ornamental 
pumpkins/gourds/corn, any 
processed foods or eggs.

“It might seem silly they 
cannot get eggs, but WIC 
families receive eggs from 
a different source,” said 
Williamson.

The vouchers are good 
at any farmers market in 
Illinois, but the farmer selling 
the produce must be willing 
to take them in exchange 
for payment. Farmers are 
not required to accept the 
vouchers as tender.

For that reason, 
Williamson encourages 
people using the vouchers to 
shop the Edgar County Farm 
Bureau’s Farmers Market.

“The local Farm Bureau 
makes sure farmers get regis-
tered to accept them for pay-
ment,” Williamson said. 

July Farmer’s Market vouchers

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Samantha Brinkerhoff leads her class into a pose during a yoga session at the REC.

Yoga works for everybody

Avoid heat 
stroke
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — Land-
scaping and gardening is 
great physical exercise and 
studies show it’s good for 
emotional well-being, but 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion educator Chris Enroth 
says those working outside 
must remain aware of the 
dangers associated with 
heat stress on our bodies.

“When I was working 
as a landscaper, we had 
to sod a large backyard 
during a day when the 
temperature was over 100 
degrees Fahrenheit”, En-
roth says. “We were hus-
tling to get the sod down 
quickly so it wouldn’t 
burn up in the hot sun. 
About midway through 
the day, I started feeling 
nauseated, dizzy, and I 
stopped sweating. I was 
disoriented and could no 
longer push my wheelbar-
row. That’s when I knew I 
was suffering from severe 
heat exhaustion, perhaps 
even heat stroke.”

Hard work and warm 
weather can lead to dan-
gerous health conditions. 
As our muscles work, they 
generate heat. The warm-
er the air temperature is, 
the harder our body has 
to work to stay at a normal 
temperature. When our 
bodies can’t keep up, we 
experience heat exhaus-
tion, and in more severe 
cases, heat stroke.

Heat exhaustion can take 
place over several days of 
working outside without 
proper rehydration. 

Symptoms include:
• Moist, clammy skin
• Weakness and muscle  

        cramps
• Headache
• Dizziness, nausea, or  

        vomiting
•  Fainting
Treat victims of heat 

exhaustion by getting 
them to a cool place with 
good air movement, get 
them to lie down, and 
elevate their legs. Apply 
cold packs or wet towels 
while the victim drinks 
cold water. If symptoms 
do not improve after 30 
minutes, seek medical 
attention.

Heat stroke is the most 
severe heat-related ill-
ness. Side effects can be 
as dangerous as organ 
failure, coma or death. 

Rural 
people most 
affected by 
negative 
health care 
trends

Recent studies about 
health care in America 
show troubling trends, 
especially in states with 
large rural and relatively 
low-income populations. 

While the United 
States continues to spend 
far more than any other 
developed country on 
health care on a per capita 
basis and as a percentage 
of gross 
domestic 
product 
(GDP), 
many 
states, 
especially 
in the 
south and 
Midwest, 
are losing 
ground 
in key 
areas that pertain to life 
expectancy. 

The Commonwealth 
Fund’s just-released 2018 
Scorecard on State Health 
System Performance con-
firmed what other recent 
studies have shown: Life 
expectancy in the United 
States is going down while 
it continues to go up in 
other developed countries. 
And rural areas seem to 
be disproportionately 
affected. 

Some researchers have 
used one word to explain 
the sudden reversal in life 
expectancy trends in the 
United States: despair. 
That’s because of the 
rapidly rising number of 
suicides and deaths asso-
ciated with alcohol and 
drug use in this country. 
The Commonwealth Fund 
reported that deaths from 
suicide, alcohol and drug 
use have increased 50 
percent since 2005.

The Scorecard, which 
assessed every state and 
the District of Columbia 
on 43 measures in five 
broad categories – access 
to health care, quality of 
care, efficiency in care 
delivery, health outcomes, 
and income-based health 
care disparities – wasn’t all 
bad news by any means. 

See YOGA, Page 8B See RURAL, Page 8BSee HEAT, Page 8B
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Shiela Williamson, WIC clerk at the Edgar County Health Depart-
ment, works on a display in her office of the types of vegetables 
WIC clients may purchase with vouchers at the Edgar County 
Farm Bureau’s Farmers Market. The Illinois Department of Human 
Services vouchers are available starting July 2 at the health 
department for pregnant women, breast feeding women, postpar-
tum women within the first six months of delivery and women with 
children under age five. Vouchers for senior citizens are available 
though the Chester P. Sutton Center for Seniors of Edgar County. 

Ancient mind/body 
practice provides health 
benefits

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Brian Bridges goes into one of the warm-up 
stretches during a recent yoga class at the 
REC.
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Medicaid & Medicare accepted
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Grilled Tenderloin  $3.75
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Specials start Sunday! Father’s Day 
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SUNDAY SPOT SHOOT

Blanford Sportsman Club
799 W. State Rd. 163  Clinton, IN  • 1-812-251-3327

Under 16 must be accompanied by an adult
Awards: cash prizes & guns

Each time you register 
you will be ENTERED in 
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Registration 
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June 24, 2018
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fibromyalgia, you can’t stop 
moving or you won’t be able 
to move.”

Lorenzen is about half way 
through a 200-hour course to 
become a certified instructor 
for pranakriya yoga. There are 
multiple schools of yoga but 
pranakriya appeals to her.

“This type of yoga more 
wholly embodies the whole 
yoga experience,” she 
said, adding the name is a 
combination of two Sanskrit 
words. Prana means life force 
or energy and kriya means 
movement. 

She also appreciates that 
pranakriya has a history that 
is traced to a particular swami 
and that provides a great 
sense of connection to her. 

Lorenzen said there is a 
common misconception that 
yoga is all about flexibility.

“The goal is strength and 
stability,” she said. “Flexibility 
is a by-product. I’m asking 
people to find strength and 
stability rather than going to 
the max.”

Creating a mind/body 
connection during class is 
important for Lorenzen. 

Her hour long sessions start 
with about 10 minutes of 
breathing exercises before 
moving into the stretching 
and holding of positions. The 
cool down portion at the end 
includes a meditation aspect. 

“It starts and ends with 
meditation,” said Lorenzen. 

Both instructors said the 
students taking yoga do so 
for a wide variety of reasons. 
Most are female ranging 
from about 16 to 70 although 
some men are involved. The 
classes are open to all rather 
than being divided by skill 
level.

“Anyone can start 
regardless of what kind 
of shape they are in,” said 
Lorenzen. “There are 
modifications to help people 
start and see benefits.”

Yoga classes at the REC are 
free for members or $5 per 
session for non-members. 
The REC is participating 
in the International Day of 
Yoga, June 21, with plans 
to offer free yoga sessions 
outside, at the Paris Public 
Library for children and an 
evening session at the REC. 
More information is available 
by calling the REC at 466-
9622.

In fact, most states made 
improvements between 2013 
and 2016 in some or all of the 
categories. But several others, 
Nebraska in particular, saw a 
worsening in all five. 

The states scoring the 
highest overall were Hawaii 
(#1), Massachusetts, Min-
nesota, Vermont and Utah, 
while those scoring the low-
est were Arkansas, Florida, 
Louisiana, Oklahoma and 
Mississippi (#51). 

But three of those bot-
tom-ranking states — Arkan-
sas, Louisiana and Okla-
homa — were among the 
five states making the most 
improvements. At the other 
end of the spectrum, the five 
making the fewest improve-
ments were New Hampshire, 
Utah, Maine, Wyoming and 
Nebraska (#51).

The Commonwealth 
Fund’s researchers noted that 
progress in all categories is 
certainly possible in coming 
years but added that unless 
significant steps are taken, 
improvements in many states 
are not likely anytime soon.  

“If every state achieved 
the performance of the top-
ranked state on each Score-
card indicator, the gains in 
health care access, quality, ef-
ficiency, and outcomes would 
be dramatic,” the researchers 
wrote. “At the current rates 
of improvement, however, 
it may take many years or 
decades for states and the 
nation to see such progress.”

That may portend a con-
tinuing decline in life expec-
tancy in the United States. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
reported in December that 
life expectancy in the United 
States declined for the second 
year in a row in 2016. U.S. life 
expectancy peaked at 78.9 
years in 2014. It fell to 78.7 in 
2015 and to 78.6 in 2016. 

As the British Medical 
Journal pointed out earli-
er this year, this decline is 
the culmination of a de-
cades-long trend. In 1960, 
the United States had the 
highest life expectancy of any 
country in the 35-member 
Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Devel-
opment (OECD), which 
comprises the world’s richest 
countries. Back then, Amer-
icans on average lived 2.4 
years longer than residents of 
the other OECD countries. 
We started losing ground, 
though, in the 1980s. Our life 
expectancy first fell below the 
OECD average in 1998. Now 
it is 1.5 years lower than the 
average of the 35 countries. 

Steven H. Woolf, the 
author of the British Medical 
Journal article, attributed the 
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decline to life conditions 
that seem to be more 
challenging to Ameri-
cans, rural Americans 
in particular, than they 
are to residents of other 
developed countries. He 
cited the rising number 
of deaths from opioid 
overdoses in particular as a 
symptom of those greater 
life challenges. 

But, he added, “the 
opioid epidemic is the 
tip of an iceberg, part 
of an even larger public 
health crisis in the U.S.: 
Death rates from alcohol 
abuse and suicides have 
also been rising … These 
‘deaths of despair,’ as some 
have called them, are dis-
proportionately affecting 
white Americans, espe-
cially adults aged 25-59 
years, those with limited 
education, and women. 
The sharpest increases are 
occurring in rural coun-
ties, often in regions with 
longstanding social and 
economic challenges.”

Meanwhile, the United 
States spends far more on 
health care than any other 
country: $10,348 per cap-
ita annually, which is more 
than twice as much as 
the $5,169 average spent 
by OECD countries. We 
spend 31 percent more per 
capita than the next high-
est country, Switzerland.

And as noted above, we 
also spend more on health 
care – 17.3 percent of 
GDP, more than twice the 
7.9 percent average of com-
parably developed coun-
tries. And the difference is 
widening every year.

That percentage is 
expected to keep going 
up because of constantly 
rising health care costs and 
health insurance premi-
ums, although the rate of 
increase of both has slowed 
somewhat in recent years. 
But as the Kaiser Family 
Foundation reported last 
September, the average 
annual premium for em-
ployer-sponsored family 
coverage reached $18,764 
in 2017. That’s a 55 percent 
increase over 10 years. 

So although we are 
spending more on health 
care every year and far more 
than any other developed 
country, we are getting an in-
creasingly smaller return on 
that money as measured by 
most health care outcomes, 
most notably life expectancy. 
And residents of many rural 
communities are especially 
disadvantaged.

(Wendell Potter is a 
former health insurance ex-
ecutive, author and founder 
of the journalism nonprofit 
Tarbell.org.)

Symptoms of heat stroke 
are:

•  High body temperature
• Hot, dry skin (not sweaty); 

red, flushed appearance
•  Rapid pulse and difficulty 

breathing
• Confusion, hallucinations 

or irrational behavior
•  Agitation, convulsions or 

seizure
If you suspect someone is 

having a heat stroke, dial 911 
immediately.

“From my experience,” 
Enroth says, “most people 
suffering from heat stroke 
may not be aware of their 
condition until it’s too late.”

While waiting for 
emergency personnel, 
administer first aid to heat 
stroke victims by moving 
them to a cool place and 
removing exessive clothing. 
Allow the victim to rest 
while keeping their head 
and shoulders slightly 
elevated. Use any means to 
cool the victim by applying 
ice packs to the back of the 
neck, armpits, and groin 
area or putting them in a 
cool shower or bath. You will 
need to monitor their body 
temperature as the victim 
cools, as they can snap into 

hypothermia. Once their 
body temperature reaches 
102 degrees Fahrenheit, 
remove the icepacks, wet 
towels, or get them out of the 
bath/shower. Be vigilant and 
watch for possible seizures.

Enroth adds, “It doesn’t 
have to be 100 degrees 
outside for someone to get 
heat stressed. As winter 
warms to spring and then 
summer, our bodies are 
not adapted to tolerate 
the heat.” It takes one to 
two weeks to build up a 
tolerance for working in 
the heat. Landscapers and 
gardeners need to transition 
their bodies by initially 
scheduling shorter periods 
of work outside.

“Hydrate before the work 
begins,” Enroth recommends. 
Take 15-minute breaks every 
two hours when working 
outside on a hot day. Consider 
scheduling the most strenuous 
activities during the morning 
or evening, and avoid working 
during the hottest time of 
the day. Alcohol and drugs 
can increase the severity of 
heat stress, and so can some 
medications.

Enroth concludes, “Sports 
drinks are good to have on 
hand, but the best thing to 
drink before, during and after 
a hot work day is water.”

HEAT
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Partnership for bicycle 
safety workshop July 8
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Illinois Department of 
Transportation and the Edgar 
County 4-H are joining forces 
for a free bicycle safety pro-
gram 2 p.m. July 8 at the Edgar 
County 4-H Fairgrounds.

Bob Nelson, Bicycle-Pe-
destrian Coordinator from 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation District 5, 

and Mindy Mood, Edgar 
County 4-H Bicycle Coor-
dinator, are working togeth-
er to bring this free educa-
tional event to the public. 
It is for those age five and 
older and participants will 
learn bicycle safety and 
practice on the 4-H bike 
course. Participants should 
bring their own bicycle and 
helmet to the workshop.
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Across
1. Birds
5. Quills
11. Coniferous tree
12. Type of vessels
16. Used for baking or drying
17. Promotion of product or service
18. Many wombs
19. “On the Waterfront” actor
24. Air conditioning
25. Heart condition
26. Curved shapes
27. The 7th letter of the Greek 
alphabet
28. Let it stand
29. Famous actor
30. Mated
31. High and low are types of these
33. Marsupial
34. African nation (Fr.)
37. Huge
38. Mountainous area in 
Puerto Rico
39. Crooked
42. Canadian law enforcers 
(abbr.)
43. Neat and smart in 
appearance
44. Intent
48. Reptile genus
49. A way to make full
50. Merchant
52. Michigan
53. Manifesting approval
55. Melancholic music
57. Massachusetts
58. Membrane of the cornea
59. Calendar month
62. Exam
63. Commission

64. Old English letters
 
 Clues Down
1. Olfactory sensations
2. Bon __
3. Turn up
4. Bright
5. Thick piece of something 
6. Cause to absorb water
7. Morning
8. 0 degrees C.
9. Dull, heavy sounds
10. Eisaku __, Japanese 
Prime Minister
13. Tellurium
14. In an angry way
15. Homopterous insect

20. Above
21. Sodium
22. Aoris’ father (Greek 
myth.)
23. They ring receipts
27. Periods of history
29. South Dakota
30. Mammal genus
31. Scotland’s longest river
32. Potato state
33. ___ City, OK 74641
34. Connected with touch
35. Molding
36. High-energy physics
37. Of I
38. Small pieces of bread
39. Third day in Armenian

CROSSWORD

calendar
40. They accompany the 
leader
41. 1,000 grams (kilogram)
43. Felis domesticus
44. Large, flightless birds
45. Felt deep affection for
46. Suffer death
47. Private rendezvous (pl.)
49. Not the winner
50. Touchdown
51. Ancient Egyptian sun god
53. Portuguese parish
54. Aromatic oil
56. Not down
60. Mister
61. Barium

Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B
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Colon and rectal cancers 
are on the rise in America, 
and at an alarming rate for 
younger adults. 

According to the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, colon 

and rectal cancers have in-
creased 51 percent among 
adults under the age of 50 
since 1994.

These concerning num-
bers have prompted a shift 
in screening recommenda-
tions. Now the group says 
people should start screen-
ing tests for colon and rec-
tal cancers at age 45, rather 
than 50, which was the pre-
vious recommendation.

According to Omar 
Khokhar, an OSF Health-
Care Gastroenterologist, 
these changes reflect what 

he and his colleagues see in 
practice.

“I think it’s a relevant 
change. It captures what we 
are seeing,” said Khokhar. 
“Anecdotally, I have seen 
patients in their early 30s 
now with colon cancer or 
rectal cancer, so I think it’s 
important that we start to 
get involved and start in-
tervening earlier to capture 
those folks earlier to pre-
vent more cancer from be-
ing diagnosed.”

These screenings don’t 
have to be intimidating. 

The gold standard in col-
orectal cancer screening is a 
colonoscopy. However, pa-
tients can also choose one 
of several other non-inva-
sive tests, including home 
stool tests available by pre-
scription.

Khokhar recommends 
patients talk to doctors 
about your options. He ac-
knowledged talking about 
stool can be a tricky topic 
for many patients, but it 
shouldn’t be.

“Think about the poop 
emoji. I mean, we’ve got 

poop emojis everywhere 
now. You see it on t-shirts, 
pillows, it’s in your iPhone, 
and so, let’s talk about 
poop,” he said. “Poop is im-
portant. It’s important to 
poop often, regularly, and 
if something is wrong with 
your poop, talk to your doc-
tor.”

Questions shouldn’t be 
limited to the physician. 
When it comes to cancer 
screening recommenda-
tions, knowing family histo-
ry is important to help with 
early detection.

“It may be worthwhile 
at Thanksgiving or a fami-
ly reunion to talk about, if 
anyone ever had polyps, be-
cause if your parents have 
polyps, that’s actually an 
indication that you should 
be screened even earlier,” 
Kokhar said.

While family history 
can’t be changed, there are 
some lifestyle choices that 
can lessen risk such as lim-
iting red meat intake, in-
creasing servings of fruits 
and veggies and staying at a 
healthy weight.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE 
PRESS

LINCOLN – The Na-
tional Weather Service in 
Lincoln has issued a heat 
advisory for the weekend 
until 7 p.m. Monday.  

High temperatures will 
climb into the lower to 
middle 90s today, Sunday 
and Monday. Actual tem-
perature is only part of the 
story. 

With humidity thrown 
into the mix, the heat index 
readings are expected to 
peak between 100 to 105 
degrees each afternoon.

The combination of hot 
temperatures and high hu-
midity will combine to cre-
ate a situation in which heat 
illnesses are possible. Heat 
cramps, heat exhaustion 
or heatstroke may quickly 
overtake individuals who 
are outside or even inside 
buildings lacking adequate 
cooling and ventilation.

Heat exhaustion is char-
acterized by heavy sweat-
ing and rapid pulse indicat-
ing the body is overheating. 
Other conditions are cool 
skin with goose bumps, 
faintness, dizziness, fatigue, 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE 
PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. 
– The Terre Haute Chil-
dren's Museum is cele-
brating dads by giving 
them free admission to 

New cancer screening guides
American Cancer 
Society finds 
trend: colon cancer 
attacking younger 
age groups 

Heat advisory 
through Monday

nausea, headache, muscle 
cramps and low blood pres-
sure when standing. Not 
treating these symptoms can 
quickly lead to heatstroke, 
which can have fatal conse-
quences. 

If heat exhaustion is sus-
pected, stop all activity and 
rest and move to a cooler 
place if possible. The con-
sumption of cool water or a 
sports drink is also necessary.

Medical attention is rec-
ommended if the symptoms 
worsen or do not improve 
within an hour. Immediate 
medical attention is necessary 
if an individual suspected 
of heat exhaustion becomes 
confused, agitated, loses 
consciousness or is unable to 
drink.

During the period of the 
heat advisory, it is recom-
mended individuals limit 
outside activity, drink plen-
ty of water (not soft drinks 
or alcohol), wear light 
weight and loose fitting 
clothing, stay in an air-con-
ditioned room if possible, 
stay out of the sun and take 
frequent breaks if outside 
and check up on relatives 
and neighbors, especially 
the elderly.  

Free Father’s Day 
museum admission

the Museum on Father 's 
Day, Sunday, June 17.

Fathers and grandfa-
thers receive free admis-
sion with a paid child's 
admission. The museum 
is open from noon to 5 
p.m. Sunday.

FUN AT SHRINE PARADE

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The First Baptist Church hands out frozen treats, with the 
help of a penguin, during the June 9 Shrine Parade. More 
photos of the Shrine Parade can be found on page 12B.
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Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

$700

NEARLY 10,000 GUNS  
IN OUR 4-DAY REGIONAL FIREARMS AUCTION

Thurs., June 21st - Sun., June 24th  
at Rock Island Auction Company in Rock Island, IL!

Over 4800 lots, Nearly 10,000 Firearms, 6,700+ Items Classified as Antique or Curio & 
Relic, nearly 1,400 Winchesters, nearly 1000 Colts, nearly 2200 Sporting Arms, over 800 
Military items. Manufacturers to include: Winchester, Smith & Wesson, Colt, Remington, 
Browning, Mauser, Savage, Ruger and more. Plus Edged Weapons, Ammunition and more!

To inquire about this sale or selling at auction call 1-800-238-8022, email: info@
rockislandauction.com. View catalog and bid today at WWW.ROCKISLANDAUCTION.COM. 
Open to the public. Auction begins 9am Thurs., June 21st, Fri., June 22nd, Sat., June 23rd & 
Sun., June 24th at 7819 42nd Street W. Rock Island, IL 61201. Full day preview Wed., June 20th 
9am to 6pm and Thurs. - Sun. June 21st - 24th from 7:30am to 9am. 18.5% buyer’s premium 
for C/C, discount offered to 15% for pre-approved check or cash.

Join Us For

Drink 
included

$8.99

1218 N. Main Street 
Paris, IL

217.466.1610

Including salad bar, pizza & fried chicken

Lunch Buffet
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday Brunch
8 a.m. - 10 a.m. - Breakfast - $7.99 Includes Drink

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Lunch - $9.99 Includes Drink

Includes
Drink

less expensive cheese contains 
fillers. “That’s important to us, 
to our family,” he said.

Joe and Maria Pia Vitale 
built the Paris restaurant. Al-
though Maria Pia is no longer 
with them, Joe Vitale is in the 
restaurant every day, his son 
says. “He fires up the ovens 
every day. He gives advice and 
is at the cash register. He is the 
face of the restaurant.”

Each of the Vitale chil-
dren grew up in the kitchen 
working, Eno said. “We 
started washing dishes and 
then moved to more respon-
sibilities,” he said. “That is still 
happening today.”

Josephine and Eno Vitale 

— with Joe Vitale — remain 
in the Paris restaurant. Joe’s 
son Tony is now in a new 
restaurant in Tuscola while 
Pete is in Shelbyville.

The restaurants are a 
family partnership. Eno’s 
wife, Trisha, works along-
side him in Paris. Their son, 
Karic, is now working one 
day a week washing dishes. 
In Shelbyville, Pete and his 
wife, Laura, are in their 19th 
year operating that restau-
rant while Tony and Sarah 
are now at home in Tuscola.

Losing the family’s matri-
arch, Maria Pia, was difficult. 
“My father stayed home and 
cared for her,” Eno said. She 
came to the restaurant as long 
as she could — including 
when she was undergoing 

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Joe’s Pizza has been a destination for community families since the restaurant opened its 
doors in 1973. Now in its 45th year, Joe’s is a favorite stop after high school games — including 
the night the Paris Tigers won the sectional and advanced to the Elite 8 in 2014. Members of 
the team, cheerleaders, members of The Pack and fans gather watching a television report of 
the game.  

VITALE
FROM PAGE 1B

chemotherapy. “They were 
partners together,” he said.

Eno believes Joe’s Pizza 
has remained popular be-
cause it is a family business. 
“People met spouses here,” 
he noted. Eno pointed to 
the area where he saw his 
wife for the first time in the 
restaurant. Laura (Grazai-
tis) Vitale and Sarah 
(Lamb) Vitale each worked 
here and that’s how they 
met my brothers,” he said. 

The Joe’s Pizza family is 
particularly proud of the 
relationship it has built 
with the Paris community 
whether it’s schools, sports, 
activities or churches. The 
Vitale boys participated 
in Paris sports and Joe’s 
continues to support the 
schools. “We donate pop 
or water or provide special 
prices for pizza so they can 
sell it at events,” he said. 
“Times are tough for these 
sports and activities.”

In addition to the re-
modeling, Joe’s has added 
a variety of wraps as well as 
new specials. The restau-
rant now also serves beer 
and wine.

“We are all extremely 
lucky to live in this com-
munity,” Eno said. “When 
we see families here or 
when the place is filled 
after the Christmas in 
Paris parade, that’s what 
opens up your heart. This 
is a special place.”

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Auditor Joe Daughhetee 
presented the annual report 
on Edgar County’s financial 
records during the Wednes-
day, June 13, county board 
meeting. 

“I think overall you are on 
the right track,” Daughhetee 
said.

He stressed the 2018 audit 
is not comparable to prior 
audits because the county 
switched from cash basis ac-
counting to an accrual system 
in compliance with state law. 
In the cash basis, money is 
recorded when it is received 
and payments out are entered 
when they are made. Accru-
al accounting posts both in-
come and payments before 
the money is received or dis-
bursed.

Because of how the ac-
counting system works, Ed-
gar County’s fiscal year 2017 
closed showing more than $3 
million in debt.

“That includes a major li-
ability in the pension plans,” 
said Daughhetee. “It is not 
a reflection on the county. 
Those will be met.”

The Illinois Municipal Re-
tirment Fund has calculated 
its underfunded liability and 
projected cost shares onto var-
ious government entities to 

cover it. The projections cover 
a time span of approximately 
20 years and under the rules 
of accrual accounting the total 
must show up as a debt.

“The county is current on 
IMRF and making annual 
payments,” said county trea-
surer Don Wisemen, empha-
sizing there are no problems 
in from Edgar County  in the 
retirement fund for employ-
ees.

Following the meeting, 
board chairman Jeff Voigt 
explained the county’s finan-
cial situation in kitchen table 
accounting most families un-
derstand. The county closed 
the fiscal year with a surplus 
of $183,000 in revenue over 
expenses.

Technically, the general 
fund still closed in the red 
because the county is pay-
ing down a period of deficit 
spending that occurred sever-
al years ago. Being in the red is 
an accounting term for when 
expenses outpace revenue.

“When Karl (Farnham) 
and I came on the board the 
general fund was $650,000 
in the red,” said Voigt. “The 
last fiscal year it was down to 
$380,000.”

Voigt also said the county is 
controlling spending in order 
not to add to the deficit.

In addition to paying down 

the deficit, the county must 
also put money aside for 
eventually assuming bond 
payments for the 2012 court-
house tower restoration.

There is little room to spare 
in the county’s finances, which 
makes it extremely difficult to 
address problems like proper 
staffing at the jail, appropriate 
pay for employees, addressing 
major maintenance issues at 
the courthouse or eventually 
building a new jail. 

Adding to the problem is 
the county is prevented from 
collecting the full taxable val-
ue on homes. Supervisor of 
Assessments Deena Hasler 
told board members the legis-
lature’s generosity in creating 
property tax exemptions does 
not hurt state government but 
it does handicap local govern-
ments.

Hasler said the various 
property tax exemptions re-
sults in $42 million of assessed 
value dissolved for Edgar 
County. 

She also told board mem-
bers a 2016 review found 91 
of the state’s 102 counties got 
a multiplier of 1 for assess-
ments. Edgar County received 
a multiplier of 1 indicating a 
state review found local prop-
erty assessments are correct.

“The assessors are doing 
their jobs accurately,” said 

County audit still 
red, but improving

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE 
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CHRISMAN – Summer 
weather is here and flowers 
are in bloom. 

Plant and garden aficiona-
dos have a chance to see how 
it is done in the Chrisman 
area when the Chrisman 
Nite HCE sponsors a gar-
den walk of 10 area homes 
1-4 p.m. June 30. This is the 

Chrisman Garden Walk
first time the unit has done 
a garden walk and the $10 
ticket price is intended as a 
fundraiser to help provide 
scholarships to Chrisman 
High School students.

The 10 locations on the 
garden walk are: Dustin 
Brinkley, Cora Jean Froman, 
Larry and Nancy Harper, 
Beth Lewsader, Greg and 
Kathy Lientz, Eric and Ani-
ta Marvin, Dan and Marilyn 

Moore, Steve and Paulette 
Nance, Pleasant Meadows 
Senior Living and Barkley 
Farms and Gift Shop. Many 
are within Chrisman city 
limits but several are located 
in rural areas.

Tickets and maps may 
be obtained the day of the 
walk starting at noon at 
the Chrisman Christian 
Church. Refreshments will 
be available. 

IT’S  
SATURDAY

TIME TO SIT  
& SAVOR

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216



Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors
New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Spesard Culvert Sales, 
Ridge Farm, IL. 
Steels and aluminum culverts. 
Plastic tile and fittings. 
8-inch to 36-inch in stock. 
Up to 144-inch available. 
217-304-1005.

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space

Basements
Insured

References
217-690-7882

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED
Run Midwest only. 
Van & flatbed.  
Avg $0.50 per mile.  
Can be home 2-3 nights per week 
& weekends.  
1 yr exp required. 
Class A CDL. 
217-712-0429

Grace Fellowship Church
Rummage Sale
200 E Elliott St., Paris
Fri., 6/15, 8am-5pm
Sat., 6/16, 8am-5pm
All proceeds will be used for the 
Missions to the Navajo Indian 
Reservation

Multi Family Yard Sale
June 14 (4-7pm), 
15-16 (7am-1pm)
3 HIDDEN CT. 
Clothing: men’s, women’s, baby 
boy (infant-24 mo),
 girls (5-7 & teen)
Patio furniture, wingback chair, 
home decor, and much more!

Yard Sale
914 Cherry Point Rd, Paris
Fri., 6/15, 2pm-7pm
Sat., 6/16, 9am-3pm
Large yard sale, many treasures 
for everyone.

207 West End Ave
Sat., June 23, 8am-?
Weedeaters, tiller, tools, gas cans, 
truck radios and misc.

309 Alexander Street, Paris
Sat., June 23, 8am-3pm
General household items, old lady 
stuff and 47-53 Chevy 
truck parts.
Proceeds will go to pay the 
mortgage.

Barn Sale - Thursday 3-7 & 
Friday 9-3. 
Rt. 16 to public well first-cross-
roads and turn right. Lots of 
men m-xxl, woman’s m-xl, lots 
of Americana, apple, and lots of 
misc. Come check us out!

Do you use a CPAP machine for 
sleep apnea? Get your FDA 
approved CPAP machine and 
supplies at little or no cost!
 Free sleep supplement 
and sleep guide included! 
Call 844-559-0707! 
(Mon-Fri)

STRUGGLING WITH HEARING 
LOSS? Call now and claim your 
Free Caption Phone today! 
Your calls are captioned Free! 
Communicate easier with anyone 
with ClearCaption. Call Now: 
844-839-5077

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. JOB 
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

THE STATE OF ILLINOIS IS 
SEEKING SKILLED AUTO 
MECHANICS STATEWIDE. 
FOR TESTING INFORMATION 
CONTACT CENTRAL 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
217-558-3089 OR 
WWW.WORK.ILLINOIS.
GOV.  CLASS B CDL LICENSE 
REQUIRED.

SERVICE CENTER 
REPRESENTATIVES
Dimond Bros. Insurance, LLC 
seeks candidates with strong 
computer skills, customer service 
experience and a stable job histo-
ry for our Service Center.  We offer 
an attractive compensation and 
benefits package that includes 
health, dental, life, vision, short/
long term disability, 401(k) with 
company match and vacation/
personal time. Please send your 
resume with detailed work history 
and salary requirements to: 
Steph Shobe, 
Director of Human Resources
Dimond Bros Insurance LLC
110 W. Court Street
Paris, IL  61944
steph.shobe@dimondbros.com

Horizon Health has an 
immediate opening for: 
Senior Care Program Director, 
(Full time)
The Program Director is 
responsible for the efficient and 
successful functioning of the 
Senior Care program. Specifically 
the program director oversees 
the following: Unit Management, 
Relations with Hospital and Other 
Community Agencies/Services, 
and Utilization Management. 
The Program Director provides 
for the implementation of the 
therapeutic program to meet 
Hospital Standards, directs and 
coordinates the activities of staff 
to ensure quality client care, 
supervises unit staff, incorporates 
financial accountability into unit 
activities, and demonstrates the 
highest level of professionalism. 
Minimum Requirements: Master’s 
degree in Counseling or 
Behavioral Sciences is required, 
active Illinois LCSW or LCPC 
license.  OR Graduate from a 
state approved school of nursing 
and RN Illinois license required. 
Candidates transferring from 
another state must obtain 
Illinois license prior to start 
date.  Geriatric and psychiatric 
experience preferred.  2 years 
previous management experience 
preferred. 
Submit application/resume to:
Horizon Health  - HR Dept.
721 E. Court St.
Paris, IL.  61944 (EOE)
or www.myhorizonhealth.org

GE White 20.6 Refrigerator
Works good - $150.00
50” Panasonic Flat Screen TV 
with wall mount $95.00
Call 217-474-5896 
in Dudley.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

PUBLIC AUCTION Saturday June 
23rd 10am 419 E. 300 N. ROAD 
LODA, ILLINOIS ANTIQUES, 
PRIMITIVES,  ANTIQUE 
FURNITURE, FARM PRIMITIVES, 
COINS, BARNWOOD, MUCH 
MORE! www.strebeckauctions.
com

1 bedroom house with small 
garage.  2 bedroom house with 
garage.  Call 217-463-8800, leave 
message

Nice, small 2 bedroom home.  
$575 + deposit.  References 
required.  217-264-1379, leave 
message.

In Paris, 2/3 bedroom
$575/mo plus deposit
No Pets. No Smoking.
812-230-2549

2 bedroom house in Paris. 
Very roomy. Clean.
Stove, refrigerator, w/d hookup. 
$560/mo + dep.
References required.
217-822-2865

22 Payne Dr., Paris
$94,000
3 bedroom 1 bath home
Call 217-463-1083

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice 2br duplex apt 
on east lake.
Washer, dryer dishwasher, 
stove, refrigerator 
$675 month + dep
Call 466-8210 1yr lease

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep $625M 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

1 bedroom, 1 bath apt, with 
garage.  220 W. Court St.
All utilities included
$800/mo + deposit
Call 217-822-0541

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep .  Central air. 
217 466 8210

***THE BOAT DOCK*** We Buy & 
Consign Used Boats! Springfield, 
Illinois 217-793-7300 www.
theboatdock.com ***THE BOAT 
DOCK***

Colman’s RV - We buy/consign 
used Campers & RV’s! 
217-787-8653 
www.colmansrv.com

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE 
referral to an attorney! Call the 
Illinois State Bar Association 
Illinois Lawyer Finder The 
advice you need 877-270-3855 
or htps:/www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. (312) 
291-9169; www.refrigerantfinders.
com

For sale:
STIHL-FS45 Weed Trimmer, 
Troy-BiLT.GHP Trimmer/mower, 
20’ Heavy Duty Extension Ladder, 
central pneumatic 40lb floor blast 
cabinet. 
Make an offer - (217)-251-8977

12’ Lil’Hooken plastic bassboat, 
yamaha 9,9+ Trailer. Call 217-822-
7325 for more information!

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

LONGVIEW BANK & TRUST, f/k/a
STATE BANK OF CHRISMAN, 
Plaintiff,
vs
FREDERICKA A. MOODY, a/k/a 
FREDERICKA A. TINGLEY, 
Unknown Owners and Non-record 
Claimants,
Defendants.

PUBLICATION NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for publi-
cation having been filed, notice 
is hereby given you, FREDERICKA 
A. MOODY, a/k/a FREDERICKA 
A. TINGLEY, Defendant in the 
above-entitled suit, that the said 
suit has been commenced  in the 
Circuit  Court of Edgar  County, 
Illinois,  by Plaintiff against you 
and other defendants, praying for 
the foreclosure of a mortgage re-
corded on the premises described 
as follows, to-wit:
LOT NO. 18 AND THE SOUTH 
HALF OF LOT NO. 17, BLOCK NO. 
5, IN THE RAILROAD  ADDITION  
TO THE TOWN, NOW CITY OF 
CHRISMAN.   IN EDGAR COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS.
PREIN:  11-03-35-252-011
Common Address:   122 S Indiana, 
Chrisman, IL 61924
and which mortgage was recorded 
on property with the Edgar 
County Recorder of Deeds, on 
June 26, 2012, as Document No. 
2012-00001432.
And for such other relief prayed, 
that the summons was duly 
issued out of the Circuit Court 
of Edgar County against you as 
provided by law, and that said suit 
is now pending.
NOW THEREFORE, UNLESS  YOU,  
the  above  Defendant,  file  you  
answer  to  the Complaint in this 
suit or otherwise make your 
appearance therein, at the Office 
of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Edgar County located in the Edgar 
County Courthouse,  Paris, IL 
61944, on or before the 9th day of 
July, 2018, default may be entered 
against you at any time after 
that day and a judgment entered 
in accordance with the prayer 
contained in the Complaint.

Dated: June 4, 2018
Angela R. Barrett
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Richard L. James
328 N. Central
PO Box 820
Paris, IL  61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982
rlj@rjameslaw.com

Public Notice
Triple A Storage of Paris will sell or 
dispose of contents in Units #12 
rented to Beth Stites, #39 Patrick 
Green, #41 Jim Gosnell, #78 Ron 
Stites, #20 Angela Tingley.
Pursuant to the self storage act.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

IN RE THE ADOPTION OF
XHALEN CHRISTOPHER 
BURROUGHS
A Minor
2018-AD-2

ADOPTION NOTICE

To:  Taylor Stout and All whom it 
may concern

Take notice that a petition was 
filed in the Circuit Court of the Fifth 
Judicial Circuit, Edgar County, 
Illinois, for the adoption of a child 
named XHALEN CHRISTOPHER 
BURROUGHS.  Now, therefore, 
unless you Taylor Stout, and all 
whom it may concern, file your an-
swer to the Petition in the action 
or otherwise file your appearance 
therein, in the said Circuit Court 
of Fifth Judicial Circuit, Edgar 
County, Circuit Clerk, Edgar 
County Courthouse, in the City of 
Paris, Illinois, on or before the 24th 
day of July, 2018, a default may be 
entered against you at any time 
after that day and a judgment 
entered in accordance with the 
prayer of said Petition.

Dated June 7, 2018, Paris, Edgar 
County Illinois,
Angela R. Barrett, Clerk

By:  William D. McGrath
McGrath Law Office
107 S. Sixth Street
Marshall, IL  62441
217-826-3055
Fax: 217-826-3056
wmcgrath@mcgrathlawoffice.net

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
JUNE COOK, Deceased 
No. 2018-P-34

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
June Cook.  Letters of Office 
were issued on June 8, 2018, to 
Benjamin Ramsey Cook, Jr., as 
Independent Executor, 704 E. 
Monroe Ave., Chrisman, IL  61924, 
whose attorney is FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. 

Central Ave., Paris, IL  61944. 
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before December 
17, 2018 (at least six months 
from date of first publication) 
and any claim not filed within 
the applicable period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed. 
Benjamin Ramsey Cook, Jr., 
Independent Executor
FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. 
Paris, IL  61944 
Phone:  217/ 465-4196 
FAX:  217/ 466-1213

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

City of Paris, Illinois
Wednesday, June 20, 2018 at 

City Hall

A public meeting will take place 
on Wednesday, June 20, 2018 at 
4:00PM at Paris City Hall, 206 
South Central Avenue, Paris, 
Illinois for the purpose of hearing 
public comment regarding 
Sunday sale of alcohol.

The public is invited to attend and 
share their views. 

Michael Martin
City Administrator

NOTICE
Take notice that Paris Township 
and Paris Road District of Edgar 
County, Illinois, pursuant to “An 
Act regulating wages of laborers, 
mechanics, and other workers 
employed in any public works 
by the State, County, City, or any 
public body or any political subdi-
vision or by anyone under contract 
for public works,” (820ILCS 130/) 
has determined on, and as effec-
tive from June 11, 2018, that the 
general prevailing wages in this 
locality for laborers, mechanics, 
and other workmen engaged in 
the construction of public works 
coming under the jurisdiction of 
Paris Township of Edgar County, 
Illinois, is the same as determined 
by the Illinois Department of 
Labor for Edgar County as of 
September 1, 2017.  A copy of the 
full ordinance and the Department 
of Labor determination is available 
for inspection by any interested 
party in the Paris Township office 
located at 204 Ten Broeck Street, 
and to any employer or associa-
tion of employers and any person 
or association of employees who 
have filed, or file their names and 
addresses requesting a copy of 
the same.

Dated: June 11, 2018
James H. Mathis
Paris Township Clerk

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that at a 
regular meeting of the Board of 
Education of Community Unit 
School District No. 4 held on 
June 13th, 2018 “An Ordinance 
Authorizing and Ascertaining 
the Prevailing Rate of Wages 
for Laborers, Workmen and 
Mechanics Employed on Public 
Works” was adopted. 

The original Ordinance, which lists 

the applicable prevailing rate of 
wages, is part of the official re-
cords of the District and is on file 
and available for examination at 
the Office of the Superintendent.
Dated this 14th day of June, 2018.
Secretary, Board of Education
Community Unit School Dist. #4

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on June 13, 2018 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:

R & R CONSTRUCTION
Located at: 14161 N 1900th St, 
Paris, IL 
Owner(s): Raymond E. Rigdon
Dated:  June 13, 2018
                             August H. Griffin
                            Edgar County Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes
Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. C. 
No. 1 
To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 
Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or the Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on June 1, 2018, it filed with 
the Illinois Commerce Commission 
(Commission) proposed changes 
in its rates and charges for 
approved Energy Efficiency and 
Demand-Response Measures 
(EDR) throughout its territory in 
Illinois pursuant to its Rider Energy 
Efficiency and Demand Response 
Investment (Rider EE) tariff in 
Docket No. 18-1100.  The changes to 
Rider EE are applicable to Ameren 
Illinois Rate Zones I, II and III. 
A copy of the proposed change 
in schedule may be inspected 
at the Ameren Illinois offices at 
300 Liberty Street, Peoria, Illinois 
or online at www.icc.illinois.
gov/e-docket/.
Customers should be advised that 
the Commission may alter or other-
wise amend the rates or conditions 
of service after hearings are held 
pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 
200, and may increase or decrease 
individual rates in amounts other 
than those requested by Ameren 
Illinois.
All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with 
respect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing the 
Chief Clerk of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission, 527 East Capitol 
Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Richard J. Mark, President & 
CEO

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on June 13, 2018 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:

KATEY MAY DESIGNS
Located at: 212 W. Madison St., 
Paris, IL 61944 
Owner(s): K. Good
Dated:  June 14, 2018
                             August H. Griffin
                            Edgar County Clerk
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527

232 West Wood Street

Sunday, June 24th @ noon
Live and Online Bidding!

Antiques, Quality Furniture, Collectibles, Primitives & more!
Preview Saturday, June 23rd 1 p.m.-4 p.m.

Online bidding: www.calliebaber.hibid.com

QUALITY CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

ONLINE ONLY ESTATE AUCTION
Ends Monday, June 18th @ 5 p.m.

Appliances, Silver Dollars, Household Items, 
Masonic/Shiner Collectibles & more!

Online bidding: www.calliebaber.hibid.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a tentative Budget and 
Appropriation ordinance for Kansas Fire Protection 
District in Edgar County, Illinois, for the fiscal year be-
ginning May 1, 2018 and ending April 30, 2019, will be on 
file and conveniently available for public inspection at the 
Fire Hall and Kansas Village Library in Kansas, Illinois, by 
June 10, 2018.

NOTICE IS FURTHER HEREBY GIVEN, that a public 
hearing on said Budget and Appropriation Ordinance will 
be held at 6:00 p.m., on July 12, 2018, at the Kansas Fire 
Hall, Kansas, Illinois, and that final action on this ordinance 
will be taken by the Board of Trustees of said district at a 
meeting to be held at the Fire Hall, Kansas, Illinois, at 6:30 
p.m. July 12, 2018.

DANNY MARRS
AMANDA HARMON
WILLIAM G. STIFF

Trustees of Kansas Fire Protection 
District in Edgar County, Illinois

MATTOON
KAWASAKI YAMAHA
SSR MOTORSPORTS

&
CF MOTO 

•  MOTORCYCLES
•  ATV’S

•  MULES
•  TEREX’S

Parts, Accessories, Sales
And Service

Mattoon - 217-258-2000
mattoonkawasakiyamaha.com
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Edgar County Shrine Parade

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3601 had an attention getting 1928 Model A Ford as one of the vehicles in the VFW entry for the 
Shrine Parade.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

All kinds of vehicles participate in the Edgar County Shrine 
Parade.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris High School Marching Band is always a favorite in 
local parades.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Josh Nethery waves to the Shrine Parade crowd while riding with the 1544th National Guard 
entry.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Johnna Littleton, left, and her daughter, Trinity, right, helped 
the Paris Fire Department throw treats from one of the trucks 
during the June 9 Shrine Parade.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Grace Lutheran Child Care Center delegation rode in a large 
wagon for the Shrine Parade.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Multiple Shrine Clubs come to Paris for the annual Edgar County Shrine Barbecue to help with fundraising for Shriners Children’s Hospitals.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Members of the Edgar County Shrine Club have the rapid pack-
ing of the organization’s signature barbecue down to a smoothly 
operating process.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Police Department’s antique three-wheel motorcycle 
leads off the June 9 Shrine Parade.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Ben Rogers stirs a big vat of Shrine barbecue before it is dipped 
out for serving.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

MaKynna Rowe, Terre Haute, 
Ind., attempts to gather all of 
the goodies collected during 
the Shrine Parade into a com-
pact load for carrying.
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