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Have a safe and productive

H a r v e s t 

Emergency Dial 911
Celebrating 

15 years of service!

EDGAR COUNTY SPECIAL 
SERVICE AREA AMBULANCE

EDGAR COUNTY SPECIAL 
SERVICE AREA AMBULANCE

1703 S. Main St., Paris, IL
(217) 463-5200

Offering a Variety of 
Products & Services:

(800)465-7641 
Member FDIC

Inst. ID # 478756

READ MORE about what we 
offer on our website FFBT.COM

• Agricultural Lending
  Lines of Credit, Term Loans, Inventory
  Loans, Livestock Lending, Farm Real
  Estate Loans . . . .
• Commercial Lending & Business Accounts
  Account Management, Lending . . . .

Also Offering  Personal Products:
• Personal Savings and Checking
• Mortgage & Construction Loans
• Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC)

Harvesting Success Since 1885
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Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries,  
owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

29 E Main St.
Oakland, IL 61943
217-346-2312

BE READY

You can’t wait for ideal conditions when it’s time to plant or harvest. At Case IH, we know that timing is everything. 
That’s why the new Magnum™ Rowtrac™ series tractor gives you optimum power, traction, and control to tackle 
the most adverse conditions. The combination of wheels and tracks provides four points of ground contact, reducing 
compaction and rutting while increasing flotation and tractive power. Tire options that fit your row width and soil type 
and an oscillating rear-track design keep power on the ground, even through the tightest turns. Plus, the unique four-
range CVT maximizes available power and increases mechanical efficiency. Experience a versatile machine that handles 
like a wheeled tractor but floats like a track. To learn more, visit Birkey’s Farm Store in Oakland.

HELPING YOU GAIN THE TRACTION YOUR OPERATION NEEDS
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217-465-4545 | www.mossauctionteam.com

                  

Hometown Service, 

Big Time Results!

 

Specializing in Farmland, Real Estate, 
Agricultural Equipment, Antiques, 
Collectibles & Personal Property

Retirement Equipment Auction

62 Acres Tillable Land & Hunting Woods

307 Acres Productive Tillable Land

394 Acres Tillable & Pasture Land  

Let Moss Auction Team’s marketing 
experience and innovation create a 
profitable auction for you! 

Offering: 
 • Live On-Site
 • Online Only
 • Simulcast Auctions

Reasons to contact us:
 • Experienced - countless years of 
  producing successful auctions! 
 • Exceeding Expectations - proven  
  results higher than appraised values!
 • Advanced Technology - utilization of  
  simulcast bidding (live & online 
  simultaneously) brings more bidders  
  with dollars to spend at your auction!
 • Educated - Certified Auctioneers 
  Institute (CAI) is the highest degree  
  offered in the auction industry! 

Contact us for a FREE confidential 
consultation to ensure you 
receive TOP DOLLAR!

Considering retiring from farming?   
Need to sell your equipment or land?

MEMBER FDIC

Harvest 
Have a 
Great Personal Banking 

  Online Banking

Mobile Banking 

Investment Services

Loans & Mortgages    

http://www.longviewbt.com/

Chrisman
 202 W. Madison 

Chrisman, IL 61924
(217)269-2339

Paris
600 E. Jasper Street

Paris, IL 61944 
(217)465-6360

Georgetown 
111 South Main Street
Georgetown, IL 61846  

(217)662-2166

Scott Barrett,
Edgar County Coroner

Have a Safe Abundant&

No taxpayer money was used to pay for this ad

H a r vest

Have a 
successful

Harvest

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

2018
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STRUGGLING WITH 
        HIGH INPUT 
           COSTS??

Please allow us to assist in making every input 
dollar count for your 2019-2020 crop year.  Call 
us soon to get on our spring soil extraction list.

•  The best way to control fertility 
input costs is to utilize limestone, the 
cheapest input, to its maximum potential on every 
field you farm.
•  Applying additional P&K when limestone is needed is inefficient and 
often a fruitless use of resources. 

    At Cochran Agronomics, we maintain soil pH in a very tight range on our 
client’s farms. The consistent methodology we have developed over the past 
36 years is key to this scenario.  Biannual soil analysis plus consistent, light 
lime application is critical for optimal soil chemical balance.

    

(217)465-5282 

    We extract our soils in the spring.  Consequently, you will have lime 
tonnage recommendations by field and farm by no later than mid-August. 
This allows the “good” lime to be placed on the farm 
before harvest – NO waiting for trucks and poor 
quality lime.  It can then be spread immediately 
after harvest.

science
for the soil
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Edgar County Harvest is a special section 
brought to you by Birkey’s and The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL  61944. 
The Press’  business offices are open 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., and 
the phone number is 217-921-3216.

Our Staff:
Publisher/Editor: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Senior Writer: Gary Henry
Correspondents: Suzanne Williams
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Michelle 

Jacobs
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke

Advertising: 
If you are interested in advertising in The 

Prairie Press or ones of its publications, please 
contact either Nancy or Michelle at 217-921-
3216.

Sustenance For Us ... Sustenance For The World

October 27, 2018

Harvest
EDGAR COUNTY

wishing you a 
prosperous
harvest

The Opportunity Bank 
BANKPROSPECT .com

McCullochFarms
PARIS, IL

Safe HARVEST 
  to all

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free
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Sy: 2018 harvest is good, but not a record
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Work hard, make a great product and be suc-
cessful is the American way of thinking. 

Farmers work hard, produce a great product 
but the third part of the formula is not always 
present for them. 

“2014 was one of the best years on harvest but 
prices went down, and they have been in a slump 
since then,” said Roger Sy. “Last year it was hard 
to break even. The price is low this year but the 
quantity is there. That better yield may offset the 
price.”

Sy, of Newman, is vice president of the Illi-
nois Corn Marketing Board. At the time of the 
interview in early October the local harvest was 
well under way. He said the information coming 
to him indicated it was a good harvest, but not a 
record. Still, farmers seemed pleased with yields.

“Corn is over 200 bushels in most cases,” said 
Sy. “Beans are phenomenal this year.”  

According to Sy, a 60-70 bushel range on 
beans makes farmers happy but some area farms 
were seeing yields of 80-90 and perhaps a couple 
of instances where the yield went over 100 bush-
els per acre.

He said weather during the growing season 
was near perfect with rains arriving when the 
beans needed it.

“The bean technology has improved so much,” 
said Sy, adding he saw plants with three and four 
pods while checking fields. 

In addition to improved plant genetics, it ap-
pears a 15-inch space between bean rows is best 
for yield. Such spacing allows the plants to bush 
out better and set more leaves, which in turn en-
courages more stem production and increases 
pods on the plant. 

The weather was also good for the corn, which 
was tall and formed ears high on the stalk. 

“A lot of guys waited to put their inputs on in the 
spring. That was partly because of the price, but it 
also made sure the nitrogen and phosphorus was 
available when the corn needed it,” said Sy.

It wasn’t all good harvest news in other places. 
Sy said rains came during the early part of harvest 
for both Iowa and Ohio, which not only caused 
delays but raised concern about stalk integrity 
when farmers did get into the field. Snow arrived 
in northern Minnesota and the Dakotas during 
early October and complicated the harvest in 
those locations. 

There was belief adverse weather was having a 
negative influence on yields for Iowa, Ohio and 
Minnesota. 

Prices are always a concern as farmers start 
harvest and weigh the advantage of an immedi-
ate sale against the risk of storing the crops and 
hoping for a better price.

“Grain went way down before harvest, but it is 
coming back,” said Sy.

He noted finalizing trade deals with Mexico 
and Canada helped prices as did news of harvest 
problems in other parts of the country. Anticipa-
tion of lower yields in South America provided 
some price boost but buyers are not pushing 
prices up much because they do not see a short-
age of grain now or expect one in the future.

There is ample new grain coming into the 
market along with what remains in storage to 
meet demand. 

“Some of last year’s grain still hasn’t been taken 
out of the bins. That could create problems,” said 
Sy. “The ag community needs to be patient. When 

we have big crops and prices are low, it creates a lot 
of anxiety. It will work itself out eventually.”

In the meantime, farmers still have things to 
worry about. The trade war between China and 
President Trump is not helping to bolster prices 
but Sy said that situation won’t last forever al-
though the end result is not clear. 

He is confident ways will develop for contin-
ued selling to foreign markets and getting around 
the tariffs. 

“China is shrewd when it comes to their mar-
kets,” Sy said. 

He added the United States is the single larg-
est supplier of soybeans to China so the Chinese 
government will continue buying even if it re-
quires going through another country to pur-
chase American soy.

There is also a growing world demand for etha-
nol, which is promising for American corn growers.

“Ethanol is huge for our exports,” he said.
Livestock production is another avenue for 

grain consumption.

“We still have people in Asia that depend on 
us for poultry and pork,” said Sy. “A lot of our 
corn and soybeans go out as meat.”

The combination of the high cost to farm 
combined with low commodity prices presents 
a challenge regarding how American agriculture 
can continue. Sy said many young people who 
grow up on farms pursue other careers because 
farms cannot be economically divided in a way 
where every sibling gets a reasonable amount of 
acreage to start a farming operation. 

That does not mean young people are disinter-
ested in farming, but they often lack the financial 
resources to do a startup operation. The result 
is fewer young people are entering farming and 
the average age of an American farmer is 58. Sy 
said young agriculturists need to contact farmers 
approaching retirement and work toward taking 
over an existing operation. Society depends on 
farms being there.

“Everybody’s going to eat,” Sy said. “There’s 
always going to be livestock.”

Grain prices continuing as 
a worry for U.S. farmers

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A bountiful corn harvest on the Fell Farm in Kansas Township flows from the combine to a waiting grain truck for a trip to the Oakland elevator.
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Farmers don’t get sick days. If you can’t get it done, it might 

not get done at all. We understand. At Horizon Health, our 

orthopedics team will get you back to work fast. We offer a 

variety of solutions: from minimally invasive techniques to the 

latest in surgical options. Let the orthopedics team at Horizon 

Health get you back to work sooner and spend more time in 

the field—with less pain and greater yield. 

Orthopedics at Horizon Health 

Make an appointment with our orthopedics team today. Call 217-466-4714.

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE YIELD (LESS PAIN)
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Malfunction Junction
217-269-3142
15155 E. 1700th Rd, Chrisman, IL 61924

Have a
Great Harvest!

(217) 948-5739
Kansas/Mays Station

3240 IL Hwy 16 • Kansas, IL  61933

Come see us for all
 your chemical, 

fertilzers & 
Dyna-grow seeds 

NOW!
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Gard, Bubeck planting alternative crop
BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Beans of a different type were grown in 
Clark County.

Dan Gard and Carl Bubeck, both of rural 
Marshall, planted green beans this summer for 
Razorback Farms, Inc., of Bentonville, Ark. 

Gard planted 170 acres and Bubeck planted 
160 acres of the specialty crop to produce can-
ning grade beans. Razorback Farms dictated 
the varieties to plant such as Koala snap beans 
and Italian flat beans. Gard planted 80 acres of 
the white bean variety.

“They (Razorback Farms) tell me what they 
want us to raise, and it is based on what the 
cannery wants,” said Gard. “We really work 
hard at it, and we now have a good working 
relationship with the farm and farm represen-
tative Steve Brooks.” 

Razorback Farms specializes in vegetable 
processing and provides regular snap beans, 
European beans, wax beans, Italian beans, 
spinach and other cole crops, and sweet corn 
on the cob and cut kernels using a mobile-pro-
cessing method.

The sandy soil along the Wabash River and 
the two farmers’ irrigation systems create the 
ideal environment to raise green beans. Green 
beans are raised in a similar manner to soy-
beans, although the seeds are more expensive 
than soybeans. 

It costs approximately $1.85 per pound for 
seed and takes about one ton of the finished 
bean product to pay for the seed.

Because of the relatively short maturity time 
for green beans, Gard can raise two crops per 
year. The first crop is planted at the beginning 
of May and harvested approximately 57 days 
later at the end of June and the second crop 
goes into the ground the first of August for 
picking at the end of September. 

This is not the first time Gard has commer-
cially raised green beans. More than 20 years 
ago he farmed for Stokely’s and in recent years 
returned to the specialty crop.

Green beans require some additional work 
like daily watering. 

“The crop requires more management 
during the growing season,” said Gard. “We 
put water on daily. It’s not a large amount only 
a few tenths of an inch to keep the beans re-
freshed. “The beans don’t like their feet to be 

wet.” 
Through trial and error, Gard has discovered 

watering at 5 a.m. and letting the irrigation sys-
tem run its circuit also keeps the beans cool 
during the hot summer days, which in turn 
produces more finished product. 

Gard and Bubeck use center pivot irrigation 
systems, and Gard invested in the water equip-
ment more than 25 years ago.

The crop also requires extra cultivating for 
weed control and minimal chemical applica-
tion. 

“We only use ounces of insecticide per acre 
because the beans are food quality,” Gard said. 

In addition, the two farmers clean around 
the perimeter of the fields to ensure there is no 
glass or other littered trash that might inadver-
tently be picked up during harvest. 

They try to avoid standing water to reduce 
the amount of crawfish near the beans for 

Clark County farms plant a total 
of 330 acres of green beans

Barb Gard/The Prairie Press

Specialized Pixall harvesting equipment from Razorback Farms move through the Dan Gard farm in rural Marshall. Gard and Carl Bubeck each farm 
green beans for the company. Once the beans are picked, Razorback utilizes a mobile processing machine to can the fresh green beans within 12 hours 
of harvest. Below, right, a load of green bans is dumped into cart for transportation to a waiting semi.

See BEANS, Page 11
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BEANS
FROM PAGE 10

those who have a food allergy to the crawfish.
When the beans are picked, Razorback 

Farms uses specialized equipment to harvest 
the beans. The company utilizes a mobile pro-
cessing machine to can the fresh beans within 
12 hours of being picked. 

“They try to get them in the cans as quick as 
the can,” said Gard. He said 8 to 10 specialized 
Pixall harvesting pickers, moving slowly about 
1.5 miles per hour, that look like they have a 
bristly brush on the front of the machine pull 
the pod off the green bean plants leaving the 
stems in the field. The average crop produces 
five to six tons of beans per acre. 

“We raise the beans similar to soybeans, 
however, we also apply a little more nitrogen,” 
said Gard. “We don’t use Roundup® so instead 
we use older chemicals that farmers used over 
20 years ago.” 

No matter how much effort both Gard and 
Bubeck put into their green bean crop, Mother 
Nature still has the final say. Large amounts of 
rainfall this year reduced the harvest to an aver-
age three tons per acre. 

The fields received 10 inches of rain in a five-
day period during the first crop growing season, 
and in August five inches of rain fell in three 
days during the second season. 

“Weather is a big factor,” Gard said.
While green beans are a specialty crop, they 

are still subject to market fluctuations and tend 
to follow soybean prices. Last year green beans 
were $200 per ton and this year they are $165 
per ton.

Gard plans to continue trying alternative 
crops to adjust to the ever changing agriculture 
industry. In the past, he has grown pie quality 
pumpkins, sweet corn and even peppers. 

Barb Gard/The Prairie Press

The specialized Pixall harvest equipment moves through Dan Gard’s 160 acres in rural Marshall, harvesting a crop of green beans. The harvesting takes 
place anytime the beans are deemed ready — including the middle of night.

“I will try anything to make a profit,” he said. 
“We have to try something new to make mon-
ey.” 

Confronting continually rising costs for farm 
equipment, the small farmer must be a good 
manager of money and an excellent manager 
of the other tasks that accompany the farming 

operation.
Just like soybeans, Gard rotates his crops and 

will not raise green beans for a couple of years. 
“We rotate to get the disease out of the 

ground. Bubeck planted his field in wheat,” 
Gard said. 

He does not consider growing green beans 

hard, but neighboring farmers may have a dif-
ferent take on that opinon.

“One guy who watches me tend to the crop 
commented that we work really hard on it,” 
Gard said. “We are just trying different things 
to have a successful farm. I have been known to 
go out at 2 p.m. to turn the water on.”

Edgar County’s only

24-HOUR NEWS 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris n 217-921-3216 
www.prairiepress.net

READ THE LATEST NEWS n SPORTS n OBITUARIES ON OUR WEBSITE EVERY DAY!

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND DELIVERED  
24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 



the Next Generation of  

^ Helping  Farm 
Families Succeed 

Learn more about the loan assistance 
and learning incentives program at
www.farmcreditIL.com/freshroots

Paris: 217.465.7605
paris@farmcreditIL.com
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Paris and Kansas   217-465-4775

HarvestHave a safe

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Justine Bogue, PharmD

Committed 
to serving your 
needs!

Have a Safe Harvest Season!

Jackie Owen, PharmD

In Horizon Health
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(217) 948-5739

Leading supplier of 
fertilizers, seed and crop 

protection products

217-887-2376
22437 N. 1050th St. • Metcalf, IL 61940

Commemerative Centennial Plat Books 
available for sale at the Farm Bureau Office

$45/members       $68/non-members

6

Dimond Financial Consultants, LLC
208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL 

217-465-8562

Harvest
bountiful

Have a

• Farm Income Tax Work

• Farm Accounting/
Bookkeeping  Consulting

We offer services 
you can trust

Harvest
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The Edgar County Community Foundation 
For Good, Forever, For Edgar County 

Contact the  Prospect Bank & Trust Trust Department 
or  

Warren Sperry, Development Manager 

Celebrating your Bountiful Harvest

Support Our ‘Forever Fund’ 
Through the Grain For Good Works program, the gift of a portion of 
this year’s harvest can be directed to the new endowment fund of 
the Foundation offering a permanent recognition of your gift. 

Continuing your generosity, the many positive programs in our 
county will grow from the seeds of your efforts. For additional 
information or donation forms, go to our web site, 
www.edgarcountyfoundation.org, or contact your grain storage or 
sales location.

IF YOU’RE NOT PLANTING  
WYFFELS, IT’S PROBABLY  
BECAUSE YOU’VE NEVER  
PLANTED WYFFELS.

ROBERT BEAUCHAMP
District Sales Manager

217-853-8335

WYFF-18-019 Wyffels Never Planted_4_75 x 4_75_02mg.indd   1 10/24/18   1:54 PM



BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The desire to keep farm ground in the family 
was the reason behind a Paris native’s move back 
to Edgar County.

Mike Curl, a 1994 Paris High School grad-
uate, and his wife Kim Curl, also a PHS grad-
uate, returned to Paris this summer with their 
three children to work the ground that has been 
in the Curl family for many generations. He is 
now farming alongside his father Dale Curl, 62, 
harvesting more than 750 acres of corn and soy-
beans located north and west of Paris, along with 
a few fields near Redmon.  

“We came back in July,” said Curl. “Farming 
takes a lot out of Dad, and it is getting harder and 
harder for him to do it alone as he ages.” 

After high school graduation, Mike Curl 
earned an agriculture engineering degree from 
the University of Illinois in 1998. He then 
worked for Caterpillar for several years before 
landing his longtime career choice with John 
Deere in Dubuque, Iowa. Curl was a test engi-
neer running various forms of tests and trials on 
heavy construction equipment primarily proto-
types and new upcoming models.

He married his high school girlfriend Kim 
Kraemer. The couple has three children Austin, 
18, a freshman at the University of Iowa; Ethan, 
13, a seventh grader at Mayo Middle School and 
Logan, 10, a fifth grader at Wenz School. His 
wife, Kim, is a teacher at Mayo. 

“Dad is a stubborn farmer and wouldn’t give 
it up unless family took over,” said Mike Curl. 
“A majority of the land we farm we have been 
doing it for generations. My grandparents and 
great-grandparents use to farm the land.” 

They also work ground owned by his uncle 
Ronnie Curl who lives in Fremont, Ohio.

For nearly a decade, Mike Curl has always re-
turned to the farm for several weeks in the fall 
and sometimes in the spring to assist his father. 
Recently, after much careful consideration, he 
decided to make the move permanent. 

“The transition is going good,” he said. “I am 
helping him this year and then hopefully next 
year I will be making a majority of the business 
decisions, but Dad will always be involved with 
the farm operations.” 

Curl’s younger brother, Tim, also assists on 
the farm and both he and sister Kelly Cusick are 
supportive of keeping the ground in the family.

“I didn’t want to see someone else farm our land 
at least not on my watch,” Mike Curl said. “I didn’t 

want to let that happen, and Dad wouldn’t stop 
doing it until someone in the family took over.”   

The new ag career is challenging. 
“I have a lot to learn,” he said. “I have been 

around the operation side of the farm for years 
with running equipment, but the business side 
and market side I am still learning. Dad is helping 
me perfect that aspect of the farm.”

He also acknowledged the career change 
comes with many risks.  

“It was one thing to get a paycheck on a set 
schedule,” he said. “Farming profits depend on 
weather, the market and many other factors. 
Now I have whole different risks than what is 

guaranteed and having security in corporate 
America. Farming is quite the opposite of that.” 

The farming risks are motivating Curl to look 
at the future and slowly increase the size of their 
family farm to ensure another generation of Curl 
farmers continue to work the land. 

Talking from a business point of view, Curl not-
ed, “Sometimes you have to take risks to make it 
payoff. It can even be a risk trying something new.” 

With harvest complete, the next task is to 
work some ground and clean and maintain the 
farm equipment during the winter. 

He can fall back on his skills as an agriculture engi-
neer, and that helps when it comes to compiling data 

from today’s farm machinery and precision farming.
“There is a lot going on in ag technology today 

specifically related to GPS and precision farm-
ing,” he said. “As an engineer, I can handle that 
data. There is so much more technology and in-
formation available now for the farmer than what 
use to be.”

Getting out of Edgar County and not coming 
back was important when he was in high school, 
but things change.

“My youngest is involved in the farm. So from 
my standpoint, I want to keep it going and if one 
of my boys wants to take over that would be 
great,” said Curl.
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Keeping the family farm alive

Special to The Prairie Press

After nearly 20 years working in the agribusiness industry for John Deere and Caterpillar, Mike Curl, standing far left, has returned to the family farm 
to take over from his father, Dale Curl. The Curl family has relocated to Paris from Peosta, Iowa. The family just completed the 2018 harvest.



SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Farmers are faced with at least two problems at 
this time of the year. 

First is bringing in the harvest in an efficient 
manner, and second is storing the grain in a man-
ner that will maintain quality.

Jesse Soule, a commercial agriculture educator 
with the University of Illinois Extension, offers 
these tips to assure maximum harvest and stor-
age practices.

Make sure that combine settings are appro-
priately adjusted to minimize grain damage and 
fines, as both fines and damaged kernels are a ha-
ven for mold growth and insects. 

Continue to check field losses throughout 
harvest in order to adjust speed and equipment 
accordingly. An easy way to calculate loss is by 
placing a 1-square foot frame at several locations 
in a just harvested area and counting the kernels 
within the square. Every two kernels found with-
in the square is the equivalent of approximately 
one-bushel loss per acre. 

Before harvesting a particular field, document 
any problems. 

This includes the weeds that are present or any 
signs of insect and disease.

 Record these observations to adjust manage-

ment strategy in the following years. It’s also import-
ant to pay attention to fields or areas in a field that 
appear to have mold issues, so as not to mix contam-
inated grain with clean grain during harvest.  

It is important to store clean grain separately 
from damaged or contaminated grain, and any 
grain remaining from last year’s harvest should 
be consolidated into one bin to keep the new 
harvest segregated from older grain.   

Grain must be stored at the appropriate mois-
ture content, which is dependent on how long 
the grain will be in storage, temperature and the 
initial quality of the grain itself. For example, 14-
15 percent moisture is typically recommended 
for corn to be stored until early or mid-summer. 
Grain needs a lower moisture level if it will be 
in storage for a longer period to keep it in better 
condition and help prevent mold growth. It is 
advisable to store lower quality grain around 1 
percent lower moisture content than is recom-
mended for better grain.     

Once corn is dried and put into the bin, the 
work is not over. The grain should be checked 
bi-weekly for temperature and moisture content 
for the remainder of the fall and once per month 
once winter arrives. 

Such a practice can catch problems resulting 
from changing weather and moisture movement 
within the bin. Regular checks of stored grain can 
also lead to the discovery of other problems such 
as crusting, condensation, mold, leaks and any 
musty or unusual odors.  
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Nobody covers Edgar County
agriculture news better than

The Prairie Press.
Nobody.

101 N. Central Ave. Paris, IL
(217) 921-3216

Preserving grain quality
Storing grain at the right 
moisture content is key 

Special to The Prairie Press

Corn is augered onto a pile at a central Illinois elevator.
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PARIS, IL  •  217-465-5041 
www.DimondBros.com

On a farm, you  
don’t work 9 to 5. 

Neither do we. 
Let a local independent agent help you  
cover all you’ve worked so hard to build.

Tuscola • (217) 253-3389 

11597 IL Highway 1
Paris, Illinois  61944

Providing power to farms in 
Edgar, Clark, Coles, Douglas & Vermilion 

Counties since 1938

EnerStar Electric Co-op    

800-635-4145
www.enerstar.com



BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Nitrogen is essential for high corn yields but 
concern the fertilizer washes from fields and 
causes massive problems downstream such as 
the hypoxic zone in the Gulf of Mexico and 
algae blooms elsewhere also creates criticism 
about its use.

“Other studies focus on the environmental 

side. I’m focusing on the loss of nitrogen,” said 
Howard Brown, manager of Agronomic Infor-
mation and Environmental Stewardship for 
Illini FS.

Brown’s N-Watch research is an attempt to 
track how nitrogen moves with a specific em-
phasis on factors such as the time of the year 
the application is made and weather that may 
disrupt nitrogen remaining in the ground for 
the crop. The work is still preliminary and 
many more data sets are needed to reach a con-
clusion.

With funding from the Edgar County Foun-
dation and assistance from the Paris High 
School agriculture program during for the 
2017 harvest, Brown was able to pull numer-
ous soil samples from a field near the school. 
Samples were taken monthly after the 2016 
harvest through the next spring planting and 
into the early growth period of the crop. 

“The main thrust was to bring to life the 
nitrogen cycle so kids understand where it is 
coming from,” Brown said. 

Brown graphed the soil samples to chart 
any nitrogen shifts, and the information was 
posted to a website where it is available to area 
farmers.

The study for 2017 revealed that regardless 
of when the nitrogen was applied, it apparently 
remained in place because no loss was detect-
ed in the samples. Since it is only one field and 
one year, it does not make conclusive data.

Brown said because of time constraints it 
was not possible to repeat the methodology 
used for the 2018 harvest cycle. He only had 
two soil samples to study this year and loss was 
detected.

“This was a bad year for me not to have sam-
pling sites,” said Brown. “The loss came after 
the last sampling when we had saturated soil in 
June. That’s when we lost – late in the game.”

Since then Brown has secured funding from 
Illini FS, the Edgar County Community Foun-
dation and Koch Agronomics and has com-
mitments from Paris, Shiloh, Unity, Fisher and 
Hoopeston high schools to participate and ob-
tain multiple soil samples for graphing results 
in 2019. The money from Koch Agronomics 
is purchasing soil probes capable of reaching a 
depth of three feet. 

With so many schools participating, Brown 
cannot give each student group the attention 
he did with the first Paris class, but he will work 
with students teaching them how to take sam-

ples and he will he prepare online lectures for 
classroom use. 

“The kids will become Nitrogen Ninjas,” 
said Brown. “I will have a network next year 
where we can sample soil five feet away from 
the crop because corn is taking up the nitrogen 
in the field. 

Brown said the results from 2017 support 
his theory that farm fields do not lose nitro-
gen as easily as perceived. That is important 
for farmers to know so they do not assume the 
fertilizer washed away during a heavy rain and 
apply more when it is not needed. 

“Modeling does not work,” said Brown. “We 
want farmers to be better aware of what’s avail-
able over time so they don’t panic.”

Brown regards agriculture as a loving, caring 
and serving activity, and he uses an acronym of 
MOM to explain what he hopes the research 
will ultimately do – Minimize environmental 
impact, Optimize harvest yield and Maximize 
input. He added with the current farm econo-
my it is important famers are smart with input 
expenses and avoid unnecessary costs like over 
application when it is not necessary

“We are going to have to live with agricul-
ture,” Brown said. “We need to use nitrogen.”
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Local study examines how fertilizer migrates
County nitrogen ninjas 
helping with important 
research for Illini FS

Important discussions 
start HERE.
101 N. Central Ave., Paris n 217-921-3216 n www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2018  |  19EDGAR COUNTY HARVEST

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street       •       Paris, IL 61944       •       (217) 465-6311

2018
Have a safe & productive

   Harvest

Have a great Harvest
Edgar County Retail Meat 

Custom
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Your Grilling 
Headquarters!

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.  •  Paris, IL

(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri  7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

KNOW HOW Harvest

&Have a safe
 bountiful

City of Paris
206 S. Central Ave   

Paris, IL

Harvest Season 
is HERE...

Be Safe
Mayor Craig Smith, 
City Council & Staff

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND NOW DELIVERED  

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

Have a Safe 
Harvest,



Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries,  owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

29 E Main St.
Oakland, IL 61943
217-346-2312

The Birkey’s CMI program includes thorough inspections by factory-trained service technicians. The goal is to improve machine 
reliability and extend its service life by identifying components that are candidates for pre-failure repair. You can then decide on a 
maintenance plan of action that best meets your production goals.

CUSTOMIZED 
MAINTENANCE INSPECTIONS

CMI benefits are good for ONE FULL YEAR!
 √ 10% Labor Discount on all repairs
 √ Parts Warranty on all CNH Parts installed by Birkey’s
 √ No Service Call Fees
 √ Reduce downtime by identifying components that may fail

 √ Job Priority in Season
 √ Replacement of most fluids and filters 
 √ Safe disposal of filters, oil, & coolant
 √ Peace of mind

SCHEDULE YOUR CMI TODAY
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