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Insurance conundrum
Chrisman’s health insurance decision commits city to pay almost $42,000 first year

YOUNG ACTORS, ACTRESSES BRING THE MAGIC

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

These students are the fairies in the Crestwood Junior High production of “My Son Pinocchio.” Left to right, Daisy 
Cochran, Vivian Moore, Emily Wells and Jayden Bishop.

Puppet takes the stage

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – A reluctant 
vote by the Chrisman City 
Council to provide group 
health insurance to city em-
ployees almost did not hap-
pen at the Monday, Feb. 4, city 
meeting.

Mayor Dan Owen asked 
the council members to make 
a motion for one of the op-
tions on the table and after 
some hesitancy Tim Owen 
did so. There was a period of 
silence until Jerry Hoult final-
ly seconded the motion.

This issue arose at the Jan. 
21 city meeting when it was 
announced the private health 
insurance policies held by 
the employees had substan-
tial premium increases and 
for one employee, the new 
monthly premium was more 

than his take home pay. At 
that time, city clerk Deena 
Burns was instructed to work 
with insurance agent Lucas 
Knight to present the council 
with a spreadsheet showing 
options for each employee 
with the city paying various 
increments between 50 and 
100 percent of the premium.  

Past practice was for the 
city to reimburse employees 
50 percent, up to a maximum 
of $6,000, for health insur-
ance.

Knight advised the coun-
cil at the Jan. 21 meeting that 
switching to an employer of-
fered group plan legally obli-
gated the city to a minimum 
50 percent of the expense 
without a cap.

At the Feb. 4 meeting the 
council members were trying 
to find an option that seemed 

affordable to both the city and 
the employees. The strug-
gle for an answer prompted 
Knight to say, “Health insur-
ance is getting to the point 
where people cannot afford it. 
Doing this will be a huge ben-
efit to the employees.”

Commissioner Rick Jen-
ness had a problem getting 
over the price hurdle. He said 
for the city this was not only 
an unplanned expense but 
also a significant and unsched-
uled pay raise for employees.

“Insurance is not cheap. 
I don’t care where it comes 
from,” said Mayor Owen.  

More was involved in the 
decision than just the month-
ly premium. Other factors 
considered were the amount 
of the deductible, required-
out-of pocket expense and the 
percentage employees had to 

contribute to the premium.
“I don’t want to do the 

$1,000 deductible if they are 
not going to use it (medical 
insurance) because it is too 
expensive,” said Commission-
er Rodney Wolfe.  “I would 
prefer the $500 deductible.”

Mayor Owen expressed a 
personal belief the employees 
deserve health insurance and 
the minimum amount the city 
should contribute is 80 per-
cent of the cost.

One of the employees was 
asked if he could afford to pay 
20 percent of the premium. 
He said given the expense of 
the policy and family obliga-
tions even 20 percent is a ma-
jor expense based on what he 
earns.

Jenness suggested delaying 
the decision until the Feb. 18 
meeting, but the others were 

unwilling to do so, noting they 
have known for two weeks 
this issue was coming before 
them. 

“They need insurance,” said 
Wolfe. “They are rolling the 
dice now.”

Finally, Tim Owen moved 
to enroll the employees in the 
Health Alliance group plan 
offering a $500 deductible 
and the city pay 90 percent 
of the premium. The measure 
passed unanimously although 
each commissioner hesitated 
before voting yes. Chrisman 
now has a monthly obligation 
of $3,492 for employee health 
insurance

After the vote, Jenness 
said, “I don’t have a problem 
giving the employees health 
insurance. I have a problem 
paying it through city funds.”

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Final rehearsals are underway for 
Crestwood Junior High School’s mu-
sical Disney’s “My Son Pinocchio” to 
be presented 7 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day, Feb. 15-16, at the Paris Center of 
Fine Arts.

Tickets for the production are $10 
and will be available at the door only 
and are expected to sell out quickly. 
Doors open at 6 p.m., according to as-
sistant director Tanner Laughlin.

The show, directed by Agnes 
Wright, is the classic tale of the aging 
toymaker, Geppetto, and his beloved 
wooden puppet, Pinocchio. The pro-
duction is a new version of the 2000 
television move, “Geppetto.”

This is a new musical, Laughlin 
said, retelling the classic Disney sto-
ry from Geppetto’s perspective. Two 
beloved classic Disney songs, “When 
You Wish Upon a Star,” and “I’ve Got 
No Strings,” are included as well as 
new songs by Academy Award and 
Grammy Award winner Stephen 
Schwartz.

Geppetto, played by Chase Ogle, 
complains to the Blue Fairy, played 
by Daisy Cochran, the puppet Pinoc-
chio, played by Lily Graham, that was 

brought to life as his son, is defective. 
To uncover the truth, the Blue Fairy 
takes the audience back in time to the 
day of Geppetto’s wish. 

Geppetto’s toy shop is filled with 
parents and eager children and the 
toymaker envies those with children 
and wishes his heart could be full. 
The Blue Fairy grants his wish and 
brings the wooden puppet to life.

There are problems, of course, 
including Pinocchio wandering off, 
misbehaving in school. Stromboli, 

played by Hayden David, has designs 
on the stringless puppet for his mar-
ionette show and eventually ends up 
with him. There is a visit to Pleasure 
Island where bad boys become don-
keys.

There is a whale and a happy end-
ing, Laughlin said. “It’s a family show 
and all ages will enjoy it,” he said.

The cast are all members of the 
Crestwood Junior High Chorus, di-
rected by Wright.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Chase Ogle, as Gepetto, leans back away from the ire of an angry and upset 
Pinocchio played by Lily Graham in the Crestwood Junior High performance 
of “My Son Pinocchio.”

See MUSICAL, Page 12A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

In what has become a yearly ritu-
al, Horizon Health has temporarily 
imposed restrictions for hospital 
visits during the flu season.

The restrictions do not apply to 
the clinic side of the building and 
people with scheduled appoint-
ments should keep them.

“Those are all recommendations 
that come directly from the state. 
It’s been the same for several years,” 
said Amy Arnett, quality/infection 
prevention manager at Horizon 
Health. “It gets issued when the 
state reaches widespread status.”

Arnett was referring to the re-
porting regulations for keeping the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
informed about the outbreak and 
spread of influenza. She added Illi-
nois is broken into seven reporting 
regions and in the numbers game, 
not all regions are the same.

“Chicago may have enough num-
bers to make flu considered wide-
spread in the state,” Arnett said.

Locally, the frequency of influ-
enza cases has remained steady for 
the previous two to three weeks. 
All confirmed cases are from peo-
ple seeking treatment at the EZ 
Care facility south of town on state 
Route 1. Arnett was unaware of 
any positive influenza cases at the 
clinic or anyone being hospitalized 
locally.

“We haven’t seen as much of an 
increase as they are seeing in other 
parts of the state,” she said. 

Here are the new temporary 
rules and they apply only to people 
visiting the hospital, not the clinic.
No more than two visitors in a 

patient’s room at a time.
No visitors under the age of 

18.
Only parents and grandpar-

ents may visit pediatric patients.
People with a fever of more 

than 100 degrees Fahrenheit or 
higher, a sore throat or a cough may 
not visit. Those symptoms, howev-
er, are acceptable for going to the 

Flu season 
restricts 
visitors

See HOSPITAL, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The ongo-
ing saga of Chrisman’s prob-
lems with its municipal water 
supply entered new ground 
earlier this week.

Water sample test results 
received Tuesday, Feb. 5, 
showed a spike in nitrites. 
The water had a nitrite level 
of 2.4 milligrams per liter as 

compared to the maximum 
allowable level of 1 milligram 
per liter.

As a result, a warning ap-
peared on the city’s Face-
book page cautioning parents 
to not give city water, in any 
form, to infants younger than 
six months old. The water is 
safe for everyone older than 
six months, but the younger 
babies cannot process nitrites 
the same way older children 
and adults can.

Consumption of the water 
at this time poses a risk of 
illness, and possibly death, 
for the infants. Symptoms 
that nitrite consumption 

has occurred include short-
ness of breath and blue baby 
syndrome. Left untreated a 
child’s health can deteriorate 
rapidly. 

The posting cautions that 
more is involved than sim-
ply avoiding giving water to 
drink. Until further notice, 
Chrisman’s tap water should 
not be used for mixing juice 
or formula an infant will con-
sume. Parents and caregivers 
are urged to use bottled wa-
ter, or water from another 
source that does not pose a 
nitrite risk, for those tasks.

It is important to note 
boiling, freezing, filtering or 

letting water stand does not 
remove the nitrites and make 
it safe for babies. Some activ-
ities like boiling and letting 
water stand will actually in-
crease the level of concentra-
tion because of evaporation.

The posting from city 
water superintendent Matt 
Shelato emphasizes nitrites 
are not a normal problem in 
Chrisman’s water and steps 
are underway to address the 
problem. Some nitrites are 
normal in ground water, and 
it is possible recent heavy 
rains did something to exac-
erbate the problem.

This is the second time 

the city’s water has tested 
above the allowable limits 
for nitrites. Andy Keiser of 
Fehr-Grahm Engineering & 
Environmental, the city’s en-
gineering firm, attended the 
Nov. 5, 2018, city meeting 
at which time he noted in 
addition to ongoing arsenic 
problems the water was high 
for nitrites.

Kiser found that concern-
ing and possibly indicating an 
unknown source of contami-
nation, but he said it could 
also be a one-time issue and 
was something the city need-
ed to monitor. 

Chrisman water dangerous for babies
City warns children 
under six months 
should not consume 
until further notice

See WATER, Page 8A



TODAY

VFW STEAK SUPPER
The VFW Auxiliary invites you to 
treat your sweetheart to an early 
Valentine’s Day steak supper 5-7 
p.m. at the post home on West 
Court Street. 

CABIN FEVER PARTY
Heritage Trail A.B.A.T.E. is hosting 
a cabin fever party that is open 
to the public starting at 11 a.m. 
Feb. 9 at the Marshall Illinois 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post. 
The event includes a broomstick 
pool tournament with signup 
from 11 a.m.-noon, and a euchre 
tournament starts when the pool 
tournament ends. A soup and 
chili cookoff competition has 
judging from 1:30-5 p.m. The pool 
and euchre tournament have a 
$5 entry fee. There is no charge 
for the soup and chili competi-
tion. Plaques and prizes will be 
awarded and a blind auction is 
planned. A.B.A.T.E. members are 
requested to bring finger food to 
the event. More information is 
available by calling 217-251-6295 
or 217-251-0396.

DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE
St. Mary’s Altar Society is spon-
soring a daddy-daughter dance 
for the community 6-8 p.m. Feb. 
9 in the St. Mary’s Church Parish 
Hall. Tickets are available that 
night at the door for $20 per 
couple and $5 for each additional 
child. The evening includes danc-
ing, refreshments and a keepsake 
photo. More information is 
available by calling the church, 
466-3355.
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KANSAS PRESCHOOL SCREENING FEB 21  
Project H.E.L.P. and the Kansas School District are offering free 
developmental screenings for parents to learn how a pre-school 
age child is developing in areas of speech, language, concepts, 
motor skills, vision and hearing. Screenings are Feb. 21 in the 
Kansas New Gym. Call Angela Haynes, 948-5174, to schedule an 
appointment. The screening is required for possible enrollment 
in the Project H.E.L.P. pre-school program. Early registration for 
kindergarten can also be done at the time of the screening and 
for that parents must bring a certified copy of the child’s birth 
certificate, Social Security number and proof of residency in the 
Kansas School District.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

	 TODAY	 SUNDAY	 MONDAY 	 TUESDAY	 WEDNESDAY	 THURSDAY	 FRIDAY

31   20
Prec: 0%

34   28
Prec: 60%

38   36
Prec: 50%

45   25
Prec: 40%

36   30
Prec: 0%

40   30
Prec: 40%

35   28
Prec: 30%

TODAY — Sunny skies with below average 
highs in the lower 30s.

SUNDAY — Cloudy with a wintry mix before 
changing to rain. Highs top out in the mid 
30s.

MONDAY — Freezing rain possible in the 
morning before changing to rain. Otherwise, 
cloudy and seasonal with highs in the 
upper 30s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
	 Sun	 Moon
	 Rise	 Set 	 Rise	 Set
TODAY	 6:50 a.m.	5:20 p.m.	 9:27 a.m.	 9:57 p.m.

SUNDAY	 6:49 a.m.	 5:21 p.m.	 9:54 a.m.	10:56 p.m.

MONDAY	 6:48 a.m.	5:22 p.m.	 10:23 a.m.	11:57 p.m.

TUESDAY	 6:47 a.m.	5:24 p.m.	 10:55 a.m.	 --

WEDNESDAY	 6:46 a.m.	5:25 p.m.	 11:32 a.m.	 1:01 a.m.

THURSDAY	 6:45 a.m.	5:26 p.m.	 12:16 p.m.	2:06 a.m.

FRIDAY	 6:43 a.m.	5:27 p.m.	 1:07 p.m.	 3:11 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             37°/20°
Record High  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        66° in 1943
Record Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        -18° in 1899

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            1.46”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    0.73”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              5.43”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       3.12”

NORMAL:    High: 37   Low: 20   	 More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor/Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Receptionist: Barbara Gard
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  
weekly on Saturday by Prairie 

Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. Copyright 
2018 by Prairie Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s Parish Hall

528 N. Main Street, Paris

$20/couple - $5 each additional child
Tickets available at the door the 

night of the event
Get your Princess makeover (hair, makeup, nails) 

and other activities 9 a.m. to noon in the Paris 
High School Den by emailing for an appointment 
to: hseatonteach@gmail.com by January 25th.

Then come share a fun-filled evening with 
your Princess(es) at St Mary’s!!!

Finger Foods • DJ Music • Dancing

Third Annual

Photos
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 9, 2019

Walls, Ceilings, Doors, & Window Trim & Woodwork

House, Garage & Storage Building Interiors/Exteriors

Deck and Fence Staining/Painting

Wallpaper Removal & Walls Prepped For Painting

Professional Painting
Residential/Business

Vernon Chambers
605 E. Edgar • Paris, IL

Ph. 217-822-3824

rmn1212@hotmail.com

Free Estimates

Room by Room

MAKE AND TAKE VALENTINES
The Paris Public Library is 
sponsoring a Make and Take 
Valentine Family Craft Time from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Feb. 9. Parents, 
or other adult family members, 
are invited to bring their children 
to create valentines together. 
This is a free drop-in activity and 
no registration required.

SUNDAY

BIRTHDAY CARDS FOR LINCOLN
Birthday cards for Abraham 
Lincoln created by Edgar County 
fourth and fifth grade students 
are on display Feb. 10 at the 
Bicentennial Art Center and 
Museum. The special reception 
from 1-2 p.m. is also when the 
winners of the event are publical-

ly announced.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Information about the 
Weight Watchers system is avail-
able at www.weightwatchers.
com, or by attending a meeting.

WEDNESDAY

WHAT’S NEW IN THE KITCHEN?
The University of Illinois Exten-
sion is offering a free workshop 
on how to use the latest kitchen 
gadgets like spiralizers, electric 
pressure cookers and air fryers. 
The webinar is 10 a.m. Feb. 13 
at the extension office, 210 W. 
Washington Street, Paris. More 
information is available by calling 
217-465-8585.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

EUCHRE NIGHT AT RED OAK INN
The next monthly euchre night at 
the Red Oak Inn, 219 W. Madison 
Street, Paris, is 6:30-9 p.m. Feb. 
14

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is ham loaf with scalloped 
or sweet potatoes, stewed 
apples or lima beans or breaded 
tomatoes, and a white or wheat 
roll. The cost is $5. Drinks are 50 
cents and dessert is $1.

UPCOMING

CHILI AND SOUP COOK-OFF
The Faith in Action of Edgar 
County’s 15th Annual Chili and 
Soup Cook-off is 4:30 p.m. 
Feb. 16 at Lake Ridge Christian 
Church. Service lasts until the 
food is gone, which normally 
takes about two hours. This is an 
all you can eat event featuring a 
variety of soups, assorted styles 
of chili, hot dogs, vegetables and 
dessert. Diners may vote for a 
favorite soup or chili in the blind 
taste competition. All proceeds 
from the event go to support 
Faith in Action’s local mission. 
More information is available by 
calling 217-466-6388.
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KNOW MORTGAGES
THE PROS

www.bankprospect.com
APPLY ONLINE

1st Time Home Buyer?
We'll Pay for your 

Appraisal!
*Some Restrictions Apply

*Consumer Must Qualify For A First Time Home Buyers Loan 

Crestwood Presents

TICKETS Fri.  Feb 15th
7pm

Sat.  Feb 16th
7pm

$10 All Seats

Paris Center of Fine Arts

Purchase tickets
 at the door.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A longtime Paris art boost-
er’s family is providing the 
new name for the county’s art 
gallery.

The announcement of the 
rebranding to The Link Art 
Gallery — formerly the Bi-
centennial Art Center — was 
made during the art gallery’s 
first ever fashion show Thurs-
day, Feb. 7, in Reed Hall at the 
First Baptist Church in Paris.

Link Art Gallery board pres-
ident Tom Hebermehl — who 
was also a model for the eve-
ning — made the announce-
ment. Hebermehl emphasized 
the new name was selected be-
cause of the legacy the late Pax-
son Link left to the community 
in honor of his wife, Louise.

Link provided the art center 
with the historic Alexander 
House for its home in honor of 
his wife, an accomplished artist 
in her own right. The oldest 
brick home in Edgar County, 
the Alexander House hosted 
many lawyers and politicians in 
the 1800s including the even-
tual 16th President of the Unit-
ed States Abraham Lincoln as 
well as U.S. Senator Stephen A. 
Douglas, who courted one of 
the Alexander daughters.

Horace Link — Paxson 
Link’s father — purchased the 
house in 1919 and it was used 
as a funeral home for many 
years before it was donated 
as a new home for the coun-
ty’s only art gallery in the late 
1970s.

“Artists love this building 
and gallery. It is certainly a draw 
for our community and coun-
ty,” Hebermehl said. “Howev-
er, we realize some renovations 
must be completed. We want 
to do more to make the gallery 
a place for receptions and other 
events.”

The first project is the reno-
vation of the building’s kitch-
enette and storeroom. “There’s 
just nothing to work with for a 
caterer to use,” board member 
Cindy Belt explained following 
the style show. The storeroom 
also is in desperate need of a 
makeover, she said.

“Artists love our center and 
it is a true gallery,” Hebermehl 
said in making the announce-
ment. The current show fea-
tures art work from all Edgar 
County schools. Students cre-
ated birthday cards for Abra-
ham Lincoln, Hebermehl said.

Visitors are always welcome 
at the gallery, he said urging 
those in attendance Thursday 
evening to stop by and not only 
enjoy the student art work but 
also study the proposed logos 
for the gallery, created by board 
member Tiffany Gale. 

Thursday’s style show fea-
tured something for women, 
men and children and all sized 
models. Cindy Belt, who was 
in charge of the evening, said 
it was important to highlight 
local businesses and what they 
have to offer. Featured were 
clothes from Stephanie Hoef-
fken McKenna of Bee Sweet 
Boutique, Maddie McCarty 
of Ol’ Hairitage Beauty and 
Boutique, Courtney Hughes of 
Plus Boutique, Jeremiah Lee of 
Paris Rural King, Gwen Gos-
nell of Simply Irresistible and 
Paris Wal-Mart. 

Master of ceremonies for 
the evening was Sally White-
hurst of Terre Haute, assistant 

vice-president of marketing 
for Terre Haute First Financial 
Bank.

“We wanted to keep things 
informal so everyone could 
move around,” Belt said. 

In addition to the fashion 
show, light appetizers were 
provided by Joanie Smith from 
Front Street Market in Hume.

Fashions featured for the 
evening emphasized clothes 
that could be worn now and 
into spring. They ranged from 
an all-cotton black and white 
swing dress, knit overalls, dis-
tressed jeans and leggings in 
black and denim, fashion jew-
elry including stackable brace-
lets, lightweight cardigans and 
sweaters, leather leggings, 
blazers, boots and sandals, 
rompers, camo ensembles, 
carpenter pants, men’s steel 
toed boots, hunting pants, 
Columbia shirts and fossil 
pants, light coats, cold-shoul-
der tops, capes, harem pants, 
swing vests, Wondernation 
and 365Kids clothes for chil-

dren, boho dresses and blous-
es, black velvet pants, faux fur 
vests and scarves.

Belt praised Janet Tyler, 
youth minister Trent Horner 
and Pastor Troy Warner of the 
First Baptist Church of Paris 
for use of the Reed Fellowship 
Hall. “They were wonderful to 
work with and it’s such a great 
facility,” she said.

Models for the evening were 
Cate and Claire Kirby, Del-
ilah Bradley, Kloe Milbourn, 
Natalie Sherwood, Lanie and 
Lexie Sallee, Angie Griffin, 
Allie McCrocklin, Sue Anne 
Casey, Millie Arp, Barb Sin-
clair, Angel Templeton, Robert 
Morris, Tom Hebermehl, John 
Sanchez, Hellie Smith, Kathy 
Porter, Maria Horvat, Becky 
Kraemer and Olivia and Will 
Gale.

Members of the board of di-
rectors are Millie Arp, Pat Bell, 
Cindy Belt, Sue Anne Casey, 
Tiffany Gale, Peg Giesler, Tom 
Hebermehl, Christie Russell, 
Ann Staats and Susan Stafford.

Historic art center takes new name

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Brother and sister Olivia and Will Gale, the children of Clint 
and Tiffany Gale of Paris, were two of the featured models in 
the first art center fashion show Thursday at the First Baptist 
Church. Proceeds from the evening will be used to renovate the 
kitchenette and storeroom at the gallery.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Members of the board of The Link Art Gallery announced the new name for the former Paris 
Bicentennial Art Center and Museum during a fashion show event Thursday evening at the First 
Baptist Church. First row, from left, are Ann Staats, Cindy Belt, Christie Russell, Susan Stafford 
and Sue Anne Casey. Second row, from right, are president Tom Hebermehl, Millie Arp and Tiffany 
Gale.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Twins Lexie and Lanie Sallee of Paris, the daughters of Shawn 
and Tiffany Sallee of Paris, model a spring outfit from Ol’ Hair-
itage Beauty and Boutique in Paris. Lanie Sallee is the reigning 
Little Miss Edgar County Fair.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

North American Lighting 
(NAL), Edgar County’s larg-
est employer likes what Bee 
Well of Edgar County is try-
ing to accomplish.

Employees Amanda Mar-
tin and Kayla Lindsay attend-
ed the coalition’s meeting 
Thursday, Feb. 7, with a $250 
unrestricted gift.

“Bee Well is active in the 
community and doing good 
things, and we want to help,” 

said Lindsay.
Bee Well formed after sev-

eral people working in the 
health profession and related 
fields, along with educators 
and private citizens, became 
alarmed by two independent 
studies ranking Edgar Coun-
ty as one of the unhealthiest 
places in Illinois. High levels 
of obesity and heart disease in 
the county’s population were 
major factors in the unfavor-
able rating.

The goal of Bee Well is to 

raise awareness about the 
health problems and encour-
age citizens to adopt healthier 
lifestyles. 

Mary Liz Wright had an 
immediate idea for how to 
use the money. She said a 
long-delayed plan for work-
ing with local restaurants to 
either identify existing menu 
items that are heart healthy or 
to help the staff create healthy 
entrees is ready to move for-
ward. The money can help 

NAL donates to Bee Well

See BEE WELL, Page 4A
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Surgery is hard enough without having to make travel 

plans. The surgery team at Horizon Health has everything 

you need to stay close to home. From hernia repairs to 

joint replacements, we offer the same level of care as large 

hospitals—without the drive. Horizon Health can help you 

stay local so you can keep focused on what’s important: 

your comfort, recovery, and overall health. 

Surgery at Horizon Health 
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BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The unresolved charges keep 
piling up for Travis W. Travioli, 
48, West Terre Haute, Ind. 

Travioli appeared for the 
Jan. 31 criminal and traffic call 
in Edgar Count Circuit Court 
and was charged with a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance. He was in 
custody of the Clark County 
Sheriff’s Department at the 
time. 

The defendant advised the 
court he has hired an attorney 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing.

In other matters, Travio-
li’s unresolved Edgar County 
charges of a Class X felony 
possession of a weapon by a 
felon, Class 2 felony aggravated 
domestic battery, two counts 
of a Class 2 felony aggravated 
unlawful use of a weapon by a 
felon, a Class 2 felony unlaw-
ful use of a firearm by a felony 
with prior convictions, two 
counts of a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and a Class 4 felony criminal 
trespassing were continued for 
a pretrial conferences. He was 
remanded to Clark County 
custody where he is awaiting 
trial in a Class A misdemeanor 
driving while license suspend-
ed case.

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the Jan. 28 
and Jan. 31 court calls includ-
ed:

IN CUSTODY
nKenneth A. Arthur, 30, 

Marshall, appeared in custody 
and admitted a petition to re-

voke his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor possession of a hypo-
dermic syringe conviction. He 
was resentenced to 30 days in 
jail with credit for nine days 
previously served with good 
conduct credit to apply and the 
remaining 12 days are subject 
to the court’s discretion, one 
year of conditional discharge 
and ordered to pay all prior 
financial obligations. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nJassem M. Holvani, 37, 

Chrisman, appeared in custo-
dy. He waived the preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 2 felony unlawful use of 
a weapon by a felon. By agree-
ment, bond was reduced to 
$7,500 from the original bond 
of $15,000. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. 

In another matter, Holvani’s 
unresolved charge of a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery was continued for a pretri-
al conference. He was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nTerry W. Lomax, no age 

or address provided, appeared 
in custody and was charged 
with a Class B misdemeanor 
criminal trespass to real prop-
erty. He pleaded guilty and 
was sentenced to eight days 
in jail subject to work release 
rules and given credit for two 
days previously served, one 
year of conditional discharge, 
a $300 fine, court costs, various 

Another drug charge against Travioli
state fees and an order to have 
no contact with the apparent 
victim. He was remanded to 
custody for service of the jail 
sentence.
nClayton S. Rhoads, 18, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 2 felo-
ny aggravated domestic battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery. The public 
defender was appointed and 
bond was set at $20,000. He 
was ordered to have no contact 
with the apparent victim or the 
victim’s residence. The matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing, and Rhoads was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nLance Sawyer 22, Paris, 

appeared in custody. His un-
resolved charges of a Class 2 
felony aggravated domestic 
battery, two counts of a Class 3 
felony failure to register as a sex 
offender and a Class A misde-
meanor domestic battery were 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. He was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.
nVeronica B. Smith, 36, 

Hutsonville, appeared in custo-
dy for missing a previous court 
appearance. Her unresolved 
charge of a Class 4 felony ag-
gravated driving while license 
is revoked was continued for 
a pretrial conference. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nRichard T. Wells, 25, Par-

is, appeared in custody of the 
Illinois Department of Correc-
tions. His unresolved Class 4 
felony resisting a police officer 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
resisting a peace officer charges 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody of the IDOC.

CHARGES
nPia L. Billips, 49, Danville, 

was charged and pleaded guilty 
to a Class B misdemeanor 
speeding. Billips was sentenced 

to a $300 fine, court costs and 
various state fees.
nKaleb Devore Harper, 

20, Metcalf, was charged and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspended 
license. He has hired an attor-
ney and the matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nMichael A. Landsaw, 36, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.
nBradley J. Latch, 30, Paris, 

was charged with a Class 4 fel-
ony criminal trespass to a resi-
dence, a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal trespass and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing.
nCody A. Rigdon, 29, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 3 
felony aggravated battery and 
a Class A misdemeanor violat-
ing an order of protection. The 
public defender was assigned 
to the case and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nJared A. Roberts, 32, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance. The preliminary hear-
ing was scheduled.
nBeth A. Williams, 25, 

Georgetown, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class B mis-
demeanor speeding. She was 
sentenced to a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 

GUILTY PLEAS
nJeffery W. Kabbany, 47, 

Clinton, Ind., was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class B mis-
demeanor speeding. He was 

sentenced to a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees.
nNathan B. Shear, 30, Broc-

ton, admitted a petition to re-
voke his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license conviction and a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol conviction. 
The matters were continued 
for a sentencing hearing.
nRoxanna L. Smith, 45, 

Terre Haute, Ind., pleaded 
guilty to a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charge. She was sentenced to 
120 days in jail with 60 days to 
be served as electronic home 
confinement with credit for 12 
days previously served and the 
remaining 60 days are subject 
to the court’s discretion, two 
years of first offender proba-
tion, 10 hours of community 
service work, court costs, var-
ious state fees and ordered to 
obtain counseling per an eval-
uation. 

In another matter, Smith 
pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. She was 
sentenced to 18 months of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nCharles A. Harris, 48, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. The 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nJoseph L. Kauffman, 45, 

Chrisman, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class A 
misdemeanor resisting a police 
officer and a Class A misde-
meanor fleeing or attempting 
to elude police charges. Kauff-

man’s bond was changed to 
allow him to enter Indiana for 
employment purposes. The 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nArchie L. Kennedy, 39, 

Paris, denied a petition to re-
voke his probation sentence for 
a Class 2 felony burglary con-
viction. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nJason A. Baker, 36, Paris, 

failed to appear in court. The 
court imposed an 18-day jail 
sentence attached to his Class 
A misdemeanor false person-
ation conviction. A no-bond 
arrest warrant was issued.
nJason M. Bennett, 25, 

Westville, failed to appear in 
court. The court imposed an 
eight-day jail sentence attached 
to his Class B misdemeanor 
failing to report to a penal insti-
tution conviction. A no-bond 
arrest warrant was issued. 
nNicole J. Jones, 40, Paris, 

failed to appear in court. The 
court imposed a 36-day jail 
sentence attached to her Class 
2 felony delivery of a con-
trolled substance conviction. 
A no-bond arrest warrant was 
issued.
nAmber Osborne, 41, Terre 

Haute, Ind., failed to appear 
in court. The court imposed 
a 140-day jail sentence, with 
good conduct credit, attached 
to her Class 2 felony delivery 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion. A no-bond arrest warrant 
was issued.

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared 

and issued when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Efrain Aceve-
do-Martinez, 27, Paris; Kevin 
M. Flight, 38, Danville; David 
Lee Hunt, 62, Paris; Christo-
pher R. May, 36, Indianapolis, 
Ind.; and Amea L. Morecraft, 
37, Paris.

COURT

BEE WELL
FROM PAGE 3A

with printing stickers attached 
next to menu items indicating 
the choice is heart healthy 
and Bee Well Approved clings 
for the restaurant doors.

A three-way effort between 
Bee Well, Prospect Bank and 
the City of Paris to create a 
new community garden on 
Union Street is moving for-
ward, albeit slowly.

An agreement permitting 
use of the ground is not yet 
signed and that concerns Ron 
George of the garden com-
mittee.

“We’ve got some prep work 
to do,” said George. 

The site has poor quality 
soil and the plan is to build 
raised beds and haul in good 

dirt to fill the wooden frames. 
“We may not have all of 

the layout done, but we hope 
to have some beds done (by 
planting time),” George said.

The gardening season is 
rapidly approaching with 
some cold crops that could be 
planted in just a few weeks so 
work converting the lot into a 
community garden needs to 
start soon.

Wright said a meeting is 
scheduled Feb. 19 for people 
interested in participating in 
the community garden. She 
noted in addition to con-
structing the raised beds, 
the gardeners have to erect a 
fence around the site.

One of Bee Well’s more 
successful efforts was a six-
week Fun Run program for 
children at Twin Lakes Park. 
The children participated in a 
series of dashes, plus half-mile 
and one-mile runs.

Erin Frank helped spear-
head that project and she rec-
ommended moving the pro-
gram back to a June-July time 
period after a switch to doing 
it in the fall did not have the 
desired participation.

In a related vein, Brandi 
Eaton is finishing plans for 
Learn to Run modeled after 
a program in Decatur where 
experienced runners help and 
encourage new runners get-
ting started. The overall goal 
is to get people moving rather 
than training for a 10-K run.

Eaton said over the 10-
week period participants in-
crease their running time at 
their own pace. By the end of 
the program people who nev-

er ran will likely be capable 
of running non-stop for 30 
minutes. She added when she 
did the program some of the 
participants did not run but 
concentrated on increasing 
their walking time.

“It’s based on endurance, 
not distance,” Eaton said. 

She plans to ask the Paris 
Pacers for help to make Learn 
to Run happen, mainly be-
cause this is a volunteer-de-
pendent project and offered 
free to participants.

“It’s crucial to have experi-
enced runners there to sup-
port those starting, even if it 
is to just walk beside them,” 
said Eaton.

According to Ken Polky, 
the Learn to Run approach of 
taking things in gradual incre-
ments is most likely to have 
success with changing peo-
ple’s attitude toward getting 
healthy.

Polky said those who are 
already unhealthy from some-
thing like obesity or tobacco 
use are generally struggling 
with multiple health concerns 
that possibly include mental 
health issues. He described 
the change from unhealthy 
to healthy as a daunting task, 
especially for those who pre-
viously tried and failed.

“Instead of telling people 
they need to make a radical 
change, they need to focus on 
just one thing at a time,” Polky 
said. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

North American Lighting donates $250 to help Bee Well of Edgar County in the coalition’s effort 
to make Edgar County a healthier place to live. Left to right, NAL employees Amanda Martin and 
Kayla Lindsay presenting the check to Bee Well members Ken Polky, Mary Liz Wright, Leighsa 
Cornwell, Erin Frank, Warren Sperry, Linda Lane, Ron George, Mandy Posey and Brandi Eaton.
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We have Cremation Mausoleums

would like to thank Ed and Jeff Pearce, 
Pastors Bill and Tim Duke for the 

wonderful service and music. The Zion, 
Oliver and Asbury churches for a great 

meal.  Also the cards, calls, food, 
flowers and memories.

Gertrude Wilson 
and Family

The family of

Kenneth Wilson

SHAWN WINNETT
CASEY – Shawn Lee 

Winnett, 46, of Casey, and 
formerly of DeLeon Springs, 

Fla., passed 
away Mon-
day, Feb. 4, 
2019, at his 
home.  

A funeral 
service was 
1 p.m. Fri-

day, Feb. 8, at the Markwell 
Funeral Home, with Luke 
Sanders officiating. Burial 
followed in the Washington 
Street Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 11 a.m. until the 
service time Friday at the fu-
neral home

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.  WINNETT

BENITA STEVENS
MARSHALL – Benita 

Elizabeth “Liz” Stevens, 42, 
of Marshall, passed away at 

4:05 p.m. 
S a t u r d a y , 
Feb. 2, 2019, 
at her home.

The fam-
ily received 
friends from 
5 to 7 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 

8, at Pearce Funeral Home.
More information and 

online condolences at 
w w w. p e a r c e f u n e r a l s e r -
vices.com.

STEVENS

CINDY SOUGHERS
Cindy Lou Soughers, 71, 

of Paris, passed away at 5:10 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 4, 2019, at 

the Gibson 
Family Cen-
ter for Hos-
pice Care, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. She was 
a flight atten-
dant for US 
Airways for 

37 years. She also was a sec-
retary at MECO for one year. 

A public graveside service 
is 11 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
13, in Edgar Cemetery. Visi-
tation is private. Stewart and 
Carroll Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Ms. Soughers was born 
April 13, 1947, at Paris, the 
daughter of the late Lloyd 
W. and Mabel Mae Cun-
ningham Soughers. She was 
married to Pete Price for 25 
years.  

Survivors include neph-
ews, Dennis Runyan of John-
son City and Jeff Runyan of 
Port Charlotte, Fla.; great-

niece, Holly Runyan of Par-
is; great-great nieces and 
nephews, Dustin Walden 
of Evansville, Ind., Erika 
Walden Ballard of Paris and 
Maci and Hudson David, 
both of Paris; great-great-
great nephews and niece, 
Xavier Ballard of Paris, Ol-
iver Walden of Evansville, 
Ind., and Quinn Runyan of 
Paris; brother-in-law, Jack 
Runyan of Paris; and a spe-
cial friend, Joe McDaniel of 
Paris.  

She was preceded in death 
by her sister, Patsy Ruth 
Runyan.

During her career as a 
flight attendant, Ms. Sough-
ers learned sign language to 
better communicate with 
her passengers.   

She was a member of Al-
legheny Baptist Temple in 
Mt. Nebo, Pa., and was active 
with Faith In Action.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Faith In Action.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

SOUGHERS

TRACY SHANKS
Tracy Alan Shanks, 51, of 

Marshall, and formerly of Par-
is passed away at 10:10 p.m., 

Thursday, Jan. 
31, 2019, in 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.

A graveside 
service was 2 
p.m., Friday, 
Feb. 8, in Ver-

milion Cemetery, Vermilion, 
and burial followed. Visitation 
was from 5 to 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 7, at Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home.  

Mr. Shanks was born June 
28, 1967, in Paris, the son of 
the late Charles Alexander and 

May Jean Frazier Shanks.
He is survived by his sons, 

Michael and Brody Shanks, 
both of Paris; his siblings, 
Rea Hindman of Winchester, 
Tenn., Charlie (Cindy) Shanks 
of New Berry, Fla., Linda 
(Mike) Shon of Mesa, Ariz., 
Shelley (Darrell) Pittman of 
Paris and Trina (Greg) Steele 
of Estill Springs, Tenn.

He was preceded in death by 
his sister Patricia Henderson; 
and his nieces, Stacy Gallion 
and Brittane Henderson.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Edgar County Hu-
mane Association.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

SHANKS

WAYNE REDMON
Wayne Allen Redmon, 63, 

of Champaign, and formerly 
of Paris, passed away at 8:20 

p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 
2, 2019, at 
Champaign 
U r b a n a 
Nursing & 
Rehab, Sa-
voy.  

At his re-
quest, no public services 
are planned and private in-
terment is at a later date in 
Embarrass Cemetery near 
Redmon. Templeton Funeral 
Home of Paris is in charge of 
the arrangements. 

Memorials may be made 
to the Edgar County Animal 
Shelter. 

Additional information 
and online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

REDMON

DELORES LEONARD
ROCKVILLE, Ind. – De-

lores Ann Ingram Leonard, 
83, of Terre Haute, Ind., 

passed away 
at 5:21 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 
29, 2019, at 
S p r i n g h i l l 
Village, Terre 
Haute. She 
retired from 
the Apple 

House in Terre Haute with 23 
years of service. She was also 
employed by Meis Depart-
ment Store in the Meadows 
and Honey Creek Shopping 
Centers.

A memorial service was 
11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 2, at 
Gooch Funeral Home, Rock-
ville, Ind. Inurnment was at 
Wesley Chapel Cemetery, 
Scottland. Visitation was from 
9 a.m. until the service time 
Feb. 2 at the funeral home. 

Mrs. Leonard was born Jan. 
17, 1936, at Scottland, the 
daughter of the late Forrest 
Ingram and Thelma Frazier 
Ingram. 

Survivors include three 
sons, Brad Camerer of Terre 
Haute, Norm (Lynn) Camer-
er of Rockville and Roger 
Camerer of Marshall; one 
daughter, Bonnie Walton of 
Granby, Colo.; one broth-
er, Elton (Elsie) Ingram of 
Chrisman; sister-in-law, Pat-
ty Ingram of Brownsburg; 
seven grandchildren, Jenni-
fer Camerer, Clint Camerer, 
Matthew Pine, Leslie Camer-
er, Michael Pine, Joseph Pine 
and Evan Walton; several 
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by a son-in-law, Brian Walton; 
and two brothers, Glenn and 
Paul Ingram. 

Mrs. Leonard was a gradu-
ate of Scottland High School 
and in her younger years en-
joyed showing five-gaited 
step horses.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Heart to Heart 
Hospice, 4529 S. 7th Street, 
Terre Haute, IN 47807. 

Online condolences at 
www.goochfuneralhome.
com.

LEONARD

EVELYN GROVES
OAKLAND – Evelyn M. 

Shaffer Groves, 91, of Charles-
ton, and formerly of Borton, 

passed away 
S a t u r d a y , 
Feb. 2, 2019. 

A grave-
side funeral 
was 11 a.m. 
T h u r s d a y, 
Feb. 7, in Em-
barrass Cem-

etery. Krabel Funeral Home 
handled the arrangements.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

GROVES

CHARLI GOINS
MARSHALL – Charli A. 

Goins, 30, of Charleston, and 
formerly of Marshall, passed 

away at 7:02 
a.m. Friday, 
Feb. 1, 2019, 
at the C 
Car Home, 
Charleston.

A grave-
side service 
was 1:15 

p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 6, at 
Marshall Cemetery. Visita-
tion was from noon to 1 p.m. 
Wednesday at Pearce Funeral 
Home. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

GOINS

PAUL ERWIN
MARSHALL – Paul 

Richard Erwin, 85, of Ca-
sey, passed away at 3 a.m. 

S a t u r d a y , 
Feb. 2, 2019, 
at Casey 
Health Care 
Center.

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
his life was 
2 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 5, 
at Pearce Fu-
neral Home, 
with Pastors 

Marvin Oakley and Randy 
Black officiating. Private 
burial in the Casey Wash-
ington Street Cemetery is at 
a later date. Visitation was 
from noon until the service 
time.   

Memorial donations may 
be made to Macedonia Bap-
tist Church, P.O. Box 55, 
Casey, IL 62420, with en-
velopes also available at the 
funeral home. 

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. p e a r c e f u n e r a l s e r -
vices.com.

ERWIN

BETTY DEPLANTY
ROCKVILLE, Ind. – 

Betty Lou DePlanty, 89, of 
Chrisman, passed away at 

2:55 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 
1, 2019, at 
Ve r m i l l i o n 
C o n v a l e s -
cent Center, 
Clinton, Ind. 
She was a 
homemaker. 

A funeral service was 3 
p.m. EST Sunday, Feb. 3, 
at Gooch Funeral Home, 
Rockville, Ind., with her son 
Bob DePlanty officiating. 
Burial followed in Wesley 
Chapel Cemetery, Scot-
tland, Illinois. Visitation 
was from 1 p.m. until the 
service time Sunday at the 
funeral home.

Mrs. DePlanty was born 
April 28, 1929, in Clay 

County, Indiana, the daugh-
ter of the late Hubert Feath-
erston and Margaret Lamb 
Featherston. She married 
Roy O. DePlanty Nov. 28, 
1946, and their marriage 
lasted 50 years until his 
death Nov. 14, 1997. 

Survivors include one 
son, Bob (Gayle) DePlanty 
of Rockville; one daughter, 
Linda Hoesman of Sullivan, 
Ind.; seven grandchildren; 
and 10 great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in 
death by a son, Jim De-
Planty; son-in-law, Mitch 
Hoesman; great-grandson, 
Ethan Hoesman; brother, 
Russell Featherson; three 
sisters, Velma Jean Davis, 
Wilma Featherston and 
Mary “Kate” Jones. 

Online condolences at 
www.goochfuneralhome.
com.

DEPLANTY

IRA CRAIG
CHRISMAN – Ira M. 

Craig, 80, of Havelock, 
N.C., and formerly of Chris-

man, passed 
away at 5:30 
a.m., Thurs-
day, Jan. 
24, 2019, 
at Carolina 
East Medi-
cal Center, 
New Bern, 
N.C. He re-
tired from 
the United 
States Ma-

rine Corps, at Yuma, Ariz., 
in March 1976. He was a 
staff sergeant.

Following cremation, a 
memorial service and pri-
vate interment are at a later 
date.

Mr. Craig was born April 
24, 1938, at Chrisman, the 
son of the late Ira L. and 
Mary Janet Smith Craig.

He is survived by a sister, 
Faye Craig Bland Haworth 
of Chrisman; a brother-in-
law, Pete Saults of Dana, 
Ind.; one niece; and five 
nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by one sister, Sue Saults.

Mr. Craig joined the 
United States Marine Corps 
March 9, 1956. During his 
20-year career, he served 
two tours in South Vietnam, 
was stationed at Iwakuni, Ja-
pan, and also at various lo-
cation in the U.S., including 
Cherry Point, N.C., Beau-
fort, S.C., El Toro, Calif., 
and Yuma, Ariz.

He was a member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) Post 7315 and the 
Fleet Reserve Association 
(FRA) Branch 141.

The family thanks special 
friends Jim and Kathy In-
man, Bill and Pam Sweaker, 
Diane Bisesi and Paula Yea-
ger.

CRAIG

LORETTA BOYD
CASEY – Loretta Max-

ine Ulrey Boyd, 87, of Ca-
sey, passed away at 7:20 p.m. 

Wednesday, 
Feb. 6, 2019, 
at Gibson 
Family Hos-
pice Center, 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.   

A funeral 
service is 10 a.m. today, Feb. 
9, at Markwell Funeral Home, 
with the Revs. Tom Toner 
and Kenny Inman officiating. 
Burial follows in Casey Cum-
berland Cemetery.  Visitation 
was from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 8, at the funeral home.

 Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey White Oak 
Church of God.

Online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

BOYD

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A new ad posted on www.
realtor.com is raising some 
eyebrows.

The ad from Paris Realtor 
Chris Martin lists a 20.87-
acre parcel as Airport, Par-
is, for sale at $187,830.

 A photo accompanying 
the ad appears to show the 
airport hangars in the back-
ground, but none of the air-
port property is for sale.

“We have not discussed 
it, voted on it or put any of 
the airport up for sale,” said 
Jeff Voigt, Edgar County 

Board Chairman. 
He added the county 

board has no intention of 
selling any ground owned 
by the airport.

Voigt speculated the ad 
may refer to private land 
adjacent to the airport, but 
he did not know that to be 

Airport ground not for sale
the case.

A call to Martin for clar-
ification was not returned.



WASHINGTON — In 1983, 
just before winning a third term 
as Louisiana’s governor, Edwin 

Edwards famously 
said the only way 
he could lose the 
race was ,“if I’m 
caught in bed with 
either a dead girl 
or a live boy.”

Presumably, no 
one checked his 
yearbook.

Given today’s 
mounting pressure 
on Virginia Gov. 

Ralph Northam to resign due to a 
photo in his 1984 medical school 
yearbook — and last year’s inqui-
sition of Supreme Court nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh, which included 
Senate questioning about his high 
school yearbook — we clearly have 
a new exception to certain elect-
ability (or, as the case may be, con-
firmation): “if a yearbook reveals 
that I was once young and foolish.” 
Implicit in this new category is that 
personal evolution isn’t possible 
and redemption is dead.

Which raises several questions 
we must ask ourselves: What is 
the statute of limitations for being 
an inconsiderate, thoughtless, 
jerk-goofball-hellraiser? Can a 
person who misbehaved or acted 
offensively in high school, college 
or graduate school ever change? 
Does having lived an exemplary life 
as an adult mean anything?

The verdicts in both of these cas-
es were swift and unyielding in the 
public square, where all accusations 
seem to be adjudicated these days. 

Kavanaugh, based largely on 
a single person’s uncorroborated 
recollection, was virtually con-
demned as a would-be rapist. 
Although, ultimately confirmed, 
he is forevermore besmirched in 
certain quarters.

Much of what was treated by 
some members of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee as the closest 
thing to evidence against Kava-

naugh came from his high school 
yearbook page. Did he or didn’t 
he drink a lot of beer? became an 
essential question of his character 
among Democrats on the com-
mittee. And, in some twist of logic, 
his answer some 40 years later was 
supposed to be correlative to his 
guilt or innocence of sexual assault. 

Obviously sexual assault is a hor-
rific crime, but without evidence or 
corroborating testimony, there’s no 
basis for a prosecution.

In Northam’s case, a photo on 
his personal page in his yearbook 
featured two individuals — one 
wearing blackface and the other 
dressed as a member of the Ku 
Klux Klan. 

The image isn’t just offensive; it’s 
appalling. Even way back in 1984, 
most would have found it so. Did 
the young individuals think they 
were just goofing around? Most 
likely, but again, the image is too 
hurtful in the glare of history. 

Klansmen were and are terrorists 
who murdered, raped and lynched 
African-Americans and burned 
communities during a reign of 
terror that lasted for more than 100 
years. 

Horror, not humor, is the only 
appropriate response both to this 
history and to those who would 
mock it.

Northam apologized when the 
photo first surfaced, which, in light 
of his life since medical school 
would suffice in a normal world. 

But, not in today’s arena. 
Yes, it was horrible and stupid, 

but might nearly 35 years of healing 
children and public and military 
service since then make up for a 

25-year-old’s poor choice? 
Does this isolated photo capture 

the essence and spirit of the now-
59-year-old Northam?

The governor surely has made 
things worse for himself by chang-
ing his tune, now saying he doesn’t 
think he’s in the picture, combined 
with confessing to another experi-
ment in blackface —  also in 1984 
— when he performed Michael 
Jackson’s moonwalk in a dance 
contest. 

It’s nearly always true that it’s 
best to apologize, full stop.

Interestingly, both Northam and 
Kavanaugh were faced with similar 
decisions — whether to drop out 
and put an end to the public tor-
ture and protect their families — or 
stay the course because surrender 
would seem an admission of guilt. 
We know by Northam’s own words 
that he once played around with 
blackface, which, again, is disap-
pointing, but does it rise to the 
level of a firing offense these many 
years later?

For Kavanaugh, dropping out 
most likely would have meant an 
end to his judicial career, even at 
the lower court level. And then 
where would he go? What would 
he do with a ruined reputation and 
the forever suspicion that he was 
guilty?

Kavanaugh’s story ended as 
it should have. By any measure 
of fairness, Northam deserves a 
chance to further redeem himself 
as governor.

(Kathleen Parker is a politically 
conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)
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We’ve known for weeks 
now the FBI recorded 
Chicago Alderman Ed 

Burke’s 
mobile 
phone 
conversa-
tions over 
a period 
of eight 
months, 
listening 
in on 
9,475 
calls. And 
then we 

discovered the feds had 
wired up Chicago Alder-
man Danny Solis during 
his own conversations 
with Burke.

Ald. Burke has a rather, 
um, earthy way of talking 
when he’s among friends 
and close allies. Race, 
ethnicity, religion, national 
origin, sexuality: You 
name it, if there’s a socially 
unacceptable word to de-
scribe it, his pals say, he’s 
probably used it.

I’m not saying for sure 
the feds have him on tape 
saying stuff like that, but 
if they do, there’s no way 
in heck that Burke wants a 
Chicago-area jury hearing 
it. Those words could 
destroy a defendant. And, 
of course, few on the other 
end of any of those con-
versations want that stuff 
to come out, either. People 
might bend over back-
wards to be helpful if the 
feds play them those tapes. 
The feds, in other words, 
might very well possess 
some embarrassing lever-
age on Burke aside from 
the alleged illegalities. 

Being caught on an FBI 
wiretap doesn’t automati-
cally mean somebody did 
something wrong. Back 
in 2017 and then again in 
2018, the mere presence 
of J.B. Pritzker on old 
FBI wiretaps of Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich was enough 
to rattle his gubernatorial 
campaign to the very 
bone, even though there 
was no evidence then or 
since that he was ever 
under any sort of investi-
gation.

Pritzker simply called 
the wrong guy at the 
wrong time and said some 
stupid things that wound 
up being memorialized on 
a government recording 
device. But lots of folks 
jumped to an immediate 
conclusion the hint of 
federal smoke somehow 
meant the existence of 

Goodbye  
to a strong 
woman 

Local businesses, Illinois industries will be hurt by the General Assembly bill

It’s always tough to hear someone has died 
that you idealized, but that’s what happened 
this past week when my cousin, Cindy Sough-

ers, lost her fight with ALS.
Cindy, many of you 

will recall, was one of the 
“Fabulous Five,” cheerleaders 
involved in the accident after 
the Bridgeport sectional 
basketball tourney in March, 
1964. The crash — caused 
by a drunk driver — killed 
principl John Allen and 
cheerleaders Paulette Brooks 
and Mary Margaret “Marnie” 
Lutz.

Cindy, Michele “Punky” Starbuck and 
Sandy Smith survived that awful night — but 
their lives were changed forever. Only Sandy 
remains now. Michele died after a long fight 
with cancer and now Cindy is gone.

My grandmother, Katherine Cunningham 
Roberts, and Cindy’s mother, Mae Cunning-
ham Soughers, were sisters. The Cunning-
hams were a big family. Besides Grandma and 
Aunt Mae, there were Vilena Cunningham 
Meeks, Ruth Cunningham Childress, Her-
schel Cunningham, Carl Cunningham and 
Kathleen Cunningham Fonner. 

We were even more interconnected 
because my dad worked with Cindy’s dad, 
Lloyd “Doc” Soughers and Uncle Herschel. 
After my dad’s stroke, “Doc” was a weekly 
visitor to Elm Street to see my father.

What young girl wouldn’t wish to be like 
Cindy Soughers? Many of you may not 
remember, but Cindy was a world-class gym-
nast before the accident. I remember sitting 
on the swing on my grandma’s front porch 
on Maple Avenue and hearing her tell me she 
couldn’t even turn a cartwheel anymore.

When you have a minute take the time 
to go to google.com and search for Linda 
Metheny. Domestically, she won at least 18 
individual national titles and in 1985 she was 
inducted into the U.S. Gymnastic Hall of 
Fame.

Cindy and Linda were contemporaries. 
One of the biggest what if ’s I queried Cindy 
once about was what would have happened in 
her gymnstics career if she hadn’t been in the 
accident? She didn’t want to go there.

“One of the great mistakes is to judge 
policies and programs by their inten-
tions rather than their results.” 

— Economist Milton Friedman

It seems Illinois will soon have 
a new minimum wage law as a bill 
speeding through the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly will soon land on 
Governor J.B. Pritzker’s desk. He has 
promised to sign it.

And while the jump to $15 won’t 
be completed until 2025, we can’t 
help be worried about the broader 
implications of a higher minimum 
wage in a state already struggling 
with a challenging environment for 
employers and young job-seekers.

Progressive-leaning lawmakers 
dominate the legislature. They speak 
with empathy about the social justice 
implications of a minimum wage. 

Today a full-time minimum wage 
worker earns roughly $17,160 per 
year. You can’t escape poverty on 
that, they say. A $15-an-hour mini-
mum wage would push that income 
closer to $31,200.

But wait, say conservatives who 
dislike overbearing government and 
embrace free markets. The mini-
mum wage never was designed to be 
household income. It helps entry-lev-
el, less skilled and often teenage 
workers get a start. Nearly doubling it 
will keep some of those people out of 
the workforce, or penalize businesses 
that hire them.

You want job creators to abandon 

Illinois at an even swifter pace? Then 
pass a minimum wage higher than that 
of every surrounding state. That’s what 
Illinois lawmakers are poised to do.

Illinois’ business climate is challeng-
ing enough. Companies routinely say 
they’re leaving or not expanding here 
due to high taxes, over-regulation and 
out-of-whack workers’ compensation 
and labor costs.

But jacking up the minimum wage 
can hurt the intended beneficiaries. A 
study on Seattle’s $15-an-hour mini-
mum wage pointed to earnings drops 
for some workers: To control over-
head, businesses reduced their hours.

In a high-exodus state, raising the 
minimum wage is particularly un-
wise. But if it’s inevitable, Democrats 
should be hypersensitive to minimiz-
ing the damage. They could hurt the 
very people they’re trying to help.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

$15 minimum wage

Caught 
on tape

Yearbook politics of the once young, foolish
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Laughter in 
the week’s 
politics

It’s not often you get to really laugh at 
politics.

But thanks to a bunch of self-exploding 
Democrats in Virginia and 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
Republicans had some good 
chuckles this week.

Since the midterm 
elections last fall, Republi-
cans have been down in the 
dumps and Democrats have 
been riding high and mighty.

Democrat leaders spent 
January gloating about retak-
ing control of the House of 
Representatives, coming up 

with 152 ways to impeach President Trump 
and voicing support for the dumb legislative 
ideas of their star rookie socialist, Rep. Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez of NYC.

Rep. Adam Schiff, my Southern California 
congressman, has promised every camera 
he’s looked into since last November that his 
House committee was going to spend the 
next two years investigating several decades 
of Donald Trump’s business records, tax 
returns and, if necessary, his golf scores.

But this week, as President Trump deliv-
ered a great State of the Union speech, the 
Democrats got knocked down off their high 
moral horse by a series of scandals involving 
the personal and moral failings of their guys 
running the state of Virginia.

First to topple was Gov. Ralph Northam, 
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In 2001 The National Institute of Health per-
formed a study to determine whether certain 
vitamin supplements were effective therapy 

for Macular Degeneration.  The study was called the Age 
Related Eye Disease Study (AREDS) and included Vit A, C, E, 
Zinc and Copper (to prevent problems with Zinc).  After six 
years the study showed at least a 25% reduction with the 
chance of progressing to the wet form of Macular Degen-
eration.  A second study called the Lutein Antioxidant Sup-
plementation Trial (LAST) came out in 2004 which showed 
that Lutein was also effective to help slow and maybe pre-
vent Macular Degeneration from worsening.  Unfortunately 
the supplements are only proven to be effective in patients 
that already have signs of Macular Degeneration.  Currently 
we recommend vitamin supplements for people with mild to 
moderate Macular Degeneration or we think are at high risk.  
For everyone else vitamin supplements are not proven to be 
effective so we stick by the old standbys, eat lots of fresh 
fruits and vegetables, stay physically active and don’t smoke.  
Also always let your doctors know about any non-prescrip-
tion supplements you take!
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a raging corruption fire. 
Nothing like that has ever 
emerged.

We don’t yet know for 
sure, but the same might 
be said of what’s being 
treated by the media as an 
explosive revelation that 
an FBI mole recorded a 
2014 meeting with Ald. 
Solis, a Chinatown real es-
tate developer and House 
Speaker Michael Madigan.

Madigan didn’t say 
anything illegal on the 
recording. He was at his 
law firm’s office and Ald. 
Solis had brought the 
developer in to talk about 
perhaps retaining Madi-
gan’s property tax assess-
ment firm for a hotel the 
businessman was trying to 
build. The developer never 
hired Madigan’s firm and 
never built the hotel. All 
this happened almost five 
years ago, and we haven’t 
heard anything else since 
then.

The story does give us 
an inside peek into how 
things work in Chicago, 
however. Madigan’s law 
office can apparently be 
an important stop on the 
path toward getting things 
done. And while Madigan 
himself can avoid doing 
anything overt to help his 
law firm’s clients outside 
of property tax appeals, 
just meeting with Madigan 
could help those clients 
check a very important 

REAGAN
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a pediatrician who had already 
recently shocked much of the 
country by advocating the 
abortion of a full-term infant 
with deformities after it was 
born.

What really got Gov. 
Northam in deep trouble with 
his own party happened a few 
days later, when unflattering 
pictures of him surfaced from a 
1984 medical school year book.

Gov. Northam was seen 
either in blackface or wearing a 
KKK hood. No one — includ-
ing him — was sure which 
person he was.

While Republicans chuck-
led at the antics of the Dem-
ocrats of Virginia, and almost 
everyone in his own party 
clamored for Gov. Northam 
to resign, we learned that Lt. 
Gov. Justin Fairfax, the next in 
succession, was in even more 
serious trouble.

A professor from Southern 
California had publicly, graph-
ically and credibly alleged 
that Lt. Gov. Fairfax violently 
sexually assaulted her at the 
Democratic National Conven-
tion in Boston in 2004.

Whoops. A liberal chicken 
had come home to roost in the 
new Democrat Party.

That leaves Democrat At-
torney General Mark Herring 
next in line to become Virginia’s 
governor, but Herring is also in 
trouble with his party because 
he too has admitted that he put 
on blackface to impersonate a 
rapper while at the University 
of Virginia in 1980.

We don’t know yet if one or 
all of the tarnished Democrats 
will be forced to resign.

It’s not something their 
party wants to see happen, 
no matter how guilty they all 
may be, because if they all go, 
a Republican — state House 
Speaker Kirk Cox — would 
become governor of Virginia.

It’s no joke, but it’d be really 
funny if it came true.

(Michael Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald Reagan 
and a political consultant.He is 
the founder of the email service 
reagan.com and president of The 
Reagan Legacy Foundation.)

ZEMAN
FROM PAGE 6A

I remember Cindy in 
dance recitals by Miss Ethel 
Marie Crabtree. I watched 
her every move on the stage 
whether it be in toe shoes, 
tap shoes, acrobatics or 
gymnstics. At basketball and 
football games when I was in 
elementary school, I watched 
every move she made.

When I returned to my 
hometown in January 2014, 
Cindy was one of the first 
people to stop by and see me 
at the Paris Beacon-News. 
I started going through my 
clip file at home and realized 
— suddenly — the 50th 
anniversary of the cheerlead-
er accident was in March. 

Cindy agreed to talk to 
me. The interview gave me 
even more insight to her 
— not only what she had 
endured in her recovery but 
her life as one of the top 
flight attendents for U.S. Air. 
Cindy carved out a career 
and rose to the top of it with 
her attitude, smile and yes, 
toughness.

In February 2015, when 
the Eveland Extravaganza 
celebrated the years in one 
of the greatest high school 

gymnasiums in the country, 
Cindy was there, of course. 
She enjoyed the reunions 
with the undefeated 1963 
PHS football team. There’s a 
picture with the cheerleaders, 
team and coaches on the 
steps of the high school.

In addition to her career 
with the airlines, Cindy was 
a dedicated employee and 
volunteer for the Faith in 
Action of Edgar County. She 
was a devoted Christian who 
loved the Lord.

ALS — also known as 
Lou Gehrig’s Disease — is a 
terrible death sentence. I last 
spoke to Cindy at her sister, 
Patsy Runyon’s funeral. She 

was already suffering the af-
fects of the disease. It quickly 
progressed before she lost her 
battle earlier this past week.

I know her parents and her 
sister were waiting on her as 
she passed. 

I can’t help but wonder if 
Punky, Paulette and Marnie  
weren’t there, too. I’d like to 
think they are.

Cindy, I know you are 
now without pain. I’d like to 
think maybe — just maybe 
— you’re turning a cartwheel 
again.

(Nancy Zeman is the 
publisher of The Prairie Press. 
Email her at nzeman@prairie-
press.net.)

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Cousins Cindy Soughers, right, and Nancy Zeman at the 2015 
Eveland Extravaganza.

box with other important 
people like Solis.

Madigan himself could be 
completely ignorant of why a 
potential client is in his office. 
Indeed, it’s almost 100 per-
cent certain he wants it that 
way. You’d have to be insanely 
greedy to risk prison over a 
$3,000 annual property tax 
retainer.

But Madigan is so powerful 
that people like Solis want to 
do whatever they can to get 
into and remain in his good 
graces. 

So, it’s not at all inconceiv-
able that part of an alder-
man’s process of approving a 
development could include a 
meeting at Madigan’s firm to 
show fealty and offer tribute.

The big question: If Solis 
wired up on Burke, did he 

also wire up on Madigan? 
The House Speaker issued 
a statement through his 
attorney admitting he, “recalls 
attending several meetings 
with Ald. Solis over the past 
five years, including meetings 
with individuals in need of 
legal representation.”

Despite the frothing at the 
mouth from the usual Madi-
gan haters, we simply have 
no way of knowing if the feds 
have any leverage on the guy. 
Be patient. If they’ve got him, 
they’ve got him. 

If they don’t, well, it 
wouldn’t surprise me. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free
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CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

The council passed a 
leash law making dog own-
ers responsible for keeping 
their pets under control at 
all times. Owners are not 
required to fence their prop-
erties but any time the dog 
leaves the property it must ei-
ther be on a leash or in a cage.

Also approved was a 
new ordinance establish-
ing guidelines for keeping 
fowl within city limits. Per 
the new ordinance, fowl 
are defined as chicken, hen, 
rooster, pigeon, duck, goose, 
guinea, turkey, peacock or 
waterfowl. 

Residents wanting to raise 
fowl must obtain an annu-
al permit which gives city 
officials authority to enter 
the property as needed to 
conduct inspections mak-
ing sure the birds are main-
tained in compliance with 
the ordinance.

No more than six birds 
are allowed at any residence 
and in addition to a suitable 

coop, owners must have an 
appropriate enclosure that 
confines the birds to the 
property. 

Other stipulations are to 
keep the chicken yard clean 
and sanitary to avoid odors, 
with food stored in a manner 
that does not attract rats or 
other vermin. Birds that are 
noisy and disturb the peace 
of neighbors will be consid-
ered a nuisance.

During his report as water 
commissioner, Wolfe said 
the city water is again test-
ing over the acceptable level 
for arsenic. He recently trav-
eled to Springfield to meet 
with Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency officials 
about the problem.

The EPA officials said to 
introduce the chlorine be-
fore the water goes into the 
filters rather than waiting af-
ter filtration. The decision to 
do this was made knowing 
the last time this approach 
was tried the chemical reac-
tion allowed the suspend-
ed iron particles to pass 
through the filters causing 

WATER
FROM PAGE 1A

When asked for an opin-
ion if it was better to ad-
dress the problems with 
Chrisman’s water or to buy 
water from Paris, Keifer was 
quite clear about the best 

route from a professional 
engineering viewpoint.

“I’d get out of the water 
business,” he said. “This cra-
zy nitrite thing is the straw 
that broke the camel’s back 
as far as I’m concerned. We 
would spend as much, if not 
more, on this plant.”

HOSPITAL
FROM PAGE 1A

to the doctors in the clinic or 
the staff at EZ care

Arnett said the rules have 
two purposes. 

First, the modern practice 
of medicine only hospitalizes 
people who are truly sick and 
in need of extended medical 
care. These patients are gener-
ally weak and exposure to an 
influenza virus could have dire 
consequences. 

The other side of the coin 
is if someone is hospitalized 
for influenza, that person’s in-
teraction with others must be 
limited to reduce how many 
people are exposed to the vi-
rus.

Influenza is a respiratory 
disease and symptoms com-
monly include fevers and 
chills, cough, sore throat, a 
runny/stuffy nose, muscle 
and body aches, headaches 
and fatigue. This disease 
is especially dangerous for 
children and those 65 and 

older, however, people with 
asthma, heart disease, diabe-
tes or a weakened immune 
system as a result of cancer, 
HIV or Aids must be cau-
tious and not ignore these 
symptoms.

According to the CDC, 13 
children have died nation-
wide, including one in Illinois, 
so far in this flu season; how-
ever, most of the flu related 
hospitalizations across the 
country are senior citizens. 
The CDC also notes that 80 
percent of the children who 
died were not vaccinated 
against influenza.

Arnett said flu is a viral in-
fection so antibiotics and oth-
er medicines will neither cure 
it nor make the victims feel 
better. There is an anti-viral 
medicine for use in the most 
extreme cases in an effort to 
forestall secondary complica-
tions such as pneumonia.

The best thing people with 
influenza can do is stay home, 
get bed rest, use over the 
counter fever and pain med-

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS – During a brief 
Village of Kansas Board 
meeting the 2019 Motor 
Fuel Tax plan was approved.

Board member Susan 
Saxton made the motion to 
approve spending $57,000 
in MFT money, and it was 
unanimously approved. The 
Kansas Village Board met 
Wednesday, Feb. 6.

Kansas uses MFT primar-
ily for street maintenance, 
including the oiling and 
chipping of streets. 

Maintenance supervisor 
Andrew Henn reported the 
new belt clip remote water 
meter reader was utilized 
for the first time in January. 
He noted the new equip-
ment logs 96 days of water 

usage hour by hour, which 
improves the employees’ ef-
ficiency, including discover-
ing water leaks. Employees 
discovered a large water leak 
at the Edgar County Hous-
ing Authority. 

“It worked really well,” 
Henn told the board. 

He also reported the vil-
lage only had limited wa-
ter leaks during the recent 
bitter cold. The below zero 
temperatures caused the 
detention level sensor to 
fail but that was quickly re-
paired.

Kansas Police Chief Jeff 
Goodwin said officers wrote 
three citations, eight written 
warnings and issued 19 ver-
bal warnings during January. 
The department made two 
criminal arrests, dealt with 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – The Illi-
nois Optometric Association 
(IOA) recently named Robert 
Blumthal of Paris as the Op-
tometrist of the Year.

According to the IOA, 
this is the highest honor the 
organization can bestow on 
an optometrist. The award 
recognizes a commitment to 
public service at the commu-
nity level, service to the visual 
welfare of the public, service 

to optometry and legislative 
activity.

Blumthal graduated from 
the Illinois 
College of 
O p t o m e -
try in 1981 
and while in 
school re-
ceived the 
Bausch & 
Lomb Award 

for clinical excellence in con-
tact lenses. He practiced in 
Paris for 17 years before join-

ing Prairie Eye Center in 1997.
In addition to many activi-

ties to the professional field of 
optometry, Blumthal served 
as an adjunct clinical profes-
sor for Southern College of 
Optometry and as a clinical 
examiner. He has volunteered 
with Catholic Charities for 
more than 20 years providing 
eye care for the impoverished 
and has been active in the 
American Diabetes Associ-
ation helping to raise more 
than $69,000. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Rep. 
Brad Halbrook (R-Shel-
byville) will serve as the Re-
publican Spokesman for the 
House State Government 
Administration Committee 
and the House Cities and 
Villages and House Counties 
and Township committees.

“Discussions continue 
this spring on the possibility 
of consolidating some units 
of local government,” said 
Halbrook. “That could have 

a big impact on our district. 
The needs of our local com-
munities will always be a 

top priority, 
so having a 
place at the 
table on the 
two House 
local govern-
ment com-
mittees will 
also be vital-

ly important.”
In addition, Halbrook is 

serving on the House Appro-
priations-General Services 

Committee that provides a 
first review of a wide variety 
of state funding issues.

“This committee provides 
the other half of the gov-
ernment oversight equa-
tion-where taxpayer funding 
is spent,” he said. ‘There’s no 
question that the General 
Assembly needs to be more 
responsible and accountable 
in this area, and that will be 
my ongoing focus.”

Halbrook represents Ed-
gar County at the State-
house.

Kansas board approves Motor 
Fuel Tax spending plan

three criminal complaints 
and assisted the Edgar 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment with a traffic crash.

The board also dis-
cussed moving the Co-
ca-Cola vending machine 
next to the Kansas Po-
lice Department. Ma-
chine owner Jim Cox 
approached the village 
about moving the ma-
chine from private prop-
erty to village property. 

Cox said the machine 
is used frequently and the 
village would receive 10 
percent of the earnings.

Before closing the 
meeting, board members 
approved the purchase of 
a quarter-page advertise-
ment in the Kansas High 
School yearbook for $75.

Blumthal is Optometrist of the Year

BLUMTHAL

Halbrook assigned to local 
government oversight committees

HALBROOK

rusty colored water en-
tering homes and leaving 
behind yellowish stains in 
sinks, tubs and clothing.

Chrisman and Paris 
have agreed in principle 
to build a pipeline along 
state Route 1 for Paris to 
sell water to Chrisman. 
The details remain to be 
worked out and construc-
tion has not yet started. 

Water from Paris lacks 
the arsenic and iron 
problems confronted by 
Chrisman.

Wolfe took a moment 
to address information 
being spread through 
Chrisman that Paris wa-
ter is much harder than 
the Chrisman water sup-
ply and this is a bad deal 
for Chrisman residents.

Wolfe contacted sever-
al neighboring communi-
ties and learned all have 
about the same level of 
hardness as both Chris-
man and Paris. 

“It’s not true what is 
being said,” Wolfe said. 
“It’s not fact based.”

CASTLE FINN DONATES TO SCHOLARSHIP

Special to The Prairie Press

Castle Finn Winery recently donated $1,000 to fund a 4-H scholarship. The money was generated 
by a Kansas City Barbeque Society sanctioned barbecue competition – Harvest on Fire at the 
Winery. Another Harvest on Fire at the Winery is planned for July 12 and 13. Left to right, Cartha 
Gustafson of 4-H accepts the donation from Dakota Wilson, Sonya Wilson and Patrick Wilson 
holding Paxton Wilson.

ications for those condi-
tions, drink plenty of flu-
ids to avoid dehydration 
and let the body heal itself 
with time. Those recover-
ing need to avoid spread-
ing the contamination by 
remaining home for at 
least 24 hours after going 
a full day without fever. 

Influenza comes on 
suddenly after a short in-
cubation period of one to 
four days following expo-
sure.

“If someone has not re-
ceived a flu vaccination, 
they need to do so,” said 
Arnett. “The CDC recom-
mends everybody over six 
months old get vaccinat-
ed every year. It is not too 
late.”

The one caveat is vac-
cination for respiratory 
influenza does not protect 
against what many people 
call the flu with symptoms 
of vomiting and diarrhea.

“That’s an intestinal sick-
ness,” said Arnett.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON — An 
Eastern alumnus returned a 
library book to Booth Library 
Wednesday that was 16,347 
days overdue. 

Gary Henigman, who grad-
uated in 1977, received a copy 
of “Twilight of the Gods: The 
Beatles in Retrospect” by Wil-
frid Mellers in the mail with a 
pink post-it, which said: 

“Dear Gary, 
Huge favor — could you 

please return this for me to 
EIU’s library? Thanks, my 
friend! 

It’s a little overdue.” 
The book came from his 

friend and Eastern alumnus 
from the class of 1976. Henig-
man’s friend, who asked to re-
main anonymous, called him 
a couple weeks ago to explain 
the situation. Still a huge Beat-
les fan but now a resident of 
Colorado, Henigman’s friend 
needed Henigman to return it 
for him.  

“He called me and said he 
was going through some old 
boxes at home and came across 
the book,” Henigman said. “He 
said, ‘I need you to do me a 
favor. I’m mailing you a book. 
Please take it back to Booth Li-
brary.’ And I just laughed.” 

After tracing it back, Henig-
man said he thinks his friend 
checked the book out during 
the first semester of his sopho-
more year.  

If calculated by Booth Li-
brary’s standard late fee of 25 
cents for every day it was late, 
he owed the library $4,086.75. 

After calling the resource 
center, Henigman returned the 
book to Booth Library without 
a charge. 

“I think we’re just glad to 
have it back,” said Jana Aydt, a 
library specialist, with a laugh.  

She then joked to Henig-
man, “Do you feel like you’ll 
walk out a lighter man?” 

“I feel cleansed,” Henigman 
replied, in the same light-heart-
ed spirit. 

Overdue book makes trek

LOCAL WOMAN ON GAME SHOW

Special to The Prairie Press

Chrisman resident Sheyenne Craig was recently a contestant on CBS’ “Let’s Make a Deal” 
game show. She will appear during the episode airing Wednesday, Feb. 13. In the photo, Craig, 
left, shakes hands with the show’s host Wayne Brady, right.

TENNIS PRO AWARDED

Special to The Prairie Press

Bill Henness, center, formerly of Paris, was recently honored as the Kentucky Tennis Professional 
of the Year. The award by the United States Tennis Association (USTA) recognizes Henness for 
his more than 40 years as a teaching pro. Henness has been a national trainer for Development 
Coaches for the USTA and has taught several Kentucky state champions and Division 1 College 
All-American. On the left side of the photo are Henness’ chidren, William and Rachel. The people 
on the right are board members for the Owensboro Center Court where Henness is a staff mem-
ber.

Singing 
Valentines 
available
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Coles County Bar-
bershop Quartet is once 
again offering singing 
valentines in the commu-
nities of Paris, Oakland, 
Mattoon, Arthur and 
Charleston.

Singing valentines is the 
organization’s annual fund-
raiser to help vocal pro-
grams in area high schools. 
The $35 fee provides the 
recipient with a couple of 
love songs, a box of candy, 
a card and photo of the 
event. 

To schedule a singing 
valentine in Paris or Oak-
land, call Ron Hawkins, 
217-276-3312. Arthur, 
Charleston and Mattoon 
valentines may be arranged 
by calling Tom Woodall, 
217-549-6671.

Chrisman and Paris 
have since entered an 
agreement in principle to 
build a pipeline between 
the two communities 
for the sale of water to 
Chrisman, but the cost 
details are yet to be de-
termined.
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Defense 
spurs
Illini win
BY TERRY TOWERY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) 
— Illinois coach Brad Un-
derwood had tears in his 
eyes after his Illini upset 
Tom Izzo’s ninth-ranked 
Michigan State Spartans.

“Michigan State is a 
great team, and Tom is a 
great coach,” Underwood 
said. “They’re everything I 
want to be.”

Ayo Dosunmu scored 
24 points, and the Illini 
used its swarming defense 
to shock the Spartans. Illi-
nois forced 24 turnovers by 
Michigan State, including 
17 in the first half.

Fans stormed the court 
after the Illini dribbled out 
the final 9 seconds of the 
game.

“I mean, it’s just one 
of 20 (Big Ten games), I 
know,” Underwood said. 
“But man, it’s also more 
than that, you know? It 
feels like one of those de-
fining moments, I think, 
where we found out who 
we are.”

Giorgi Bezhanishvi-
li scored 16 for Illinois 
(8-15, 4-8 Big Ten), and 
Trent Frazier added 15 as 
the Illini handed the Spar-
tans (18-5, 9-3) their third 
straight loss.

“I think that first half was 
as good a defensive effort 
as I have ever coached,” 
Underwood said. “It led to 
some really good offense 
for us.”

Cassius Winston led the 
Spartans with 21 points. 
Xavier Tillman added 16.

Izzo was steamed 
enough after the loss that 
he credited his team with 
four more turnovers than it 
actually committed.

“Illinois played hard. I’ll 
give them credit for half of 
the turnovers,” Michigan 
State coach Tom Izzo said. 
“But we had, what, 28 turn-
overs? Something like that. 
I mean, that’s completely 
ridiculous and that’s all on 
us.”

Illinois went 22 of 43 
from the field (51.2 per-
cent), while Michigan 
State hit 26 of 58 (44.8 per-
cent).

DEFENSE HOLDS
Illinois led for all but a 

three-minute stretch late 
in the game, pushing ahead 
by as many as 14 points 
before Michigan State ral-
lied to take a 64-63 lead 
on Kenny Goins’ 3-pointer 
with 6:21 remaining.

But Illinois, behind its 
defense, held on and took 
a 71-68 lead on Dosun-
mu’s 3-pointer with 2:35 
left. Dosunmu made an-
other 3 with 1:57 remain-
ing, and the Illini held on 
from there as the Spartans 
missed their last four field-
goal attempts.

“We knew they are one 
of the top teams in the 
country,” Dosunmu said. 
“So we knew they would 
make a run at us. I just fo-
cused and took my shots, 
and then just kept on go-
ing.”

HE SAID IT
“I’m still in shock,” Be-

zhanishvili said. “It was just 
unbelievable the way the 
crowd swarmed the court. 
I have never been a part 
of anything like that in my 

See ILLINI, Page 10A

TCT girls take regional
Titans take important first step on the road to Normal; Open sectional play Monday
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

ARCOLA — The 
Tri-County girls basketball 
team took the important first 
step on the road to Normal 
with a lopsided 70-31 victo-
ry to take the IHSA Class 1A 
girls regional.

The victory moves the Ti-
tan girls into the IHSA Class 
1A sectional tourney at Cen-
tral A & M in Moweaqua. 
TCT will face Effingham 
St. Anthony Monday in the 
semi-final.

The mission for the Titan 
girls basketball post-sea-
son has been clear for the 
Tri-County Titans.

The Titans have been on 
the cusp of greatness the past 
two seasons making the Sweet 
16 before being knocked out 
on the road to Normal. 

Those two seasons left a 
bad taste in team members’ 

mouths. The message from 
the off-season to the first tip 
off has been clear —  this sea-
son would be different.

After securing a spot in 
the regional championship 
with an easy win against 
Martinsville, the Lady Titans 

were more then ready for the 
Thursday night, Feb. 7, Arcola 
regional title against the host 
Arcola Purple Riders.

The Titans jumped out to 
a quick 15-0 lead in the first 
five minutes of the game and 
never looked back, taking a 
70-31 win.

Tri-County used a full 
court pressure defense from 
the opening tip, causing the 
Riders to make unnecessary 
passes, in turn leading to 
quick transition points early. 
They took a 23-4 lead after the 
first quarter. 

The Titans finished going 
26 of 64 for 37.7 percent and 
15 of 24 from the line for 62.5 
percent.  Four Titan players 
reached double figures with 
Kiersten Price-Wilson lead-
ing the way with a game-high 
18 points. Tayler Barry added 
15 points while Harley Barry 
had a double-double with 12 
points and 12 assists while 
adding six steals and six re-
bounds. Maiya Eskew had 10 

Tina Jones/The Prairie Press

Champions of the IHSA Class 1A Arcola girls regional tourney are the Tri-County Titans, who rolled 
through the tourney. The Titans outscored their opponents 149-41. The win advances the team to 
the Central A & M sectional beginning Monday in Moweaqua.

See TITANS, Page 10A

Class 3A 
regionals
are a go

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

With their early exit 
from last season’s post-
season still fresh in their 
minds, the Paris Lady Ti-
gers begin regional play 
Tuesday evening in Mt. 
Zion.

The Tigers earned the 
third seed in the IHSA 
Class 3A Taylorville Sec-
tional with a 24-7 overall 
record, and a perfect 8-0 
mark in the Little Illini 
Conference. 

Paris will face a familiar 
opponent in the opening 
game as they play the Mat-
toon Lady Green Wave.

It is the second time this 
season  the two teams have 
met. Mattoon nipped the 
Lady Tigers back on Janu-
ary 10 by a score of 46-43. 

The Green Wave enter 
postseason play with a 17-
15 record; finishing tied 
for third with a 5-7 mark in 
the Apollo Conference.

Last season, the Lady 
Tigers were also the third-
seed, but dropped their 
opening game against 
Champaign (Central) in 
overtime by a score of 47-
44. 

According to MaxPreps.
com, the Lady Tigers 
enter the second season 
ranked #29 in 3A hoops. 
Top-seeded Charleston, 
who earned the overall 
number one seed in the 
Taylorville sectional, is 
ranked number four and 
sports a perfect 25-0 re-
cord. Decatur MacArthur, 
the number two seed, is 
ranked 27th with a 20-8 
mark. 

The good news for the 
Tigers is that they will not 
potentially face Charleston 
until the super-sectionals. 
Paris lost to the Trojans in 
the championship game 
of the North American 
Lighting Tournament back 
in November by the score 
of 74-44. 

Lady Tigers  face 
Mattoon Tuesday 
in Mt. Zion

See PARIS, Page 10A

TIGERS TAKE ROUTE 1 TROPHY FOR SECOND YEAR

Photo courtesy Tom Lisella

Paris Tigers took possession of the Edgar County Shrine Trophy for the second consecutive year following the Tigers’ 63-30 
victory over the Chrisman Cardinals on Saturday, Feb. 2, at Paris High School gym.

Paris rides a roller coaster
BY JEFF CHAMBERS & DAN DUNDAS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com 

The past week was full of highs and 
lows for the Paris boys basketball team 
— including a cross-county rivalry win 
and a demoralizing Wabash Valley loss. 

For the second consecutive year, 
the Paris Tiger boys’ basketball team 
topped the Chrisman Cardinals to re-
tain the Edgar County Shrine Game 
trophy.

Unlike the previous two matchups, 
this game did not end up being close, 
as the Tigers pulled away in the second 
half en route to a 63-30 victory. How-
ever, the first half told a different story.

Chrisman came out on fire to start 
things off, knocking down three con-
secutive three-point baskets to grab 
an early 9-0 lead. In fact, the Tigers did 
not light up the home side of the score-
board until the 6:09 mark of the first 
quarter on a free throw from Logan 
Rhoads. They did not make their first 
basket until there was 2:34 left in the 
period as Mason Hutchings knocked 
down a jumper. At the first stop, Chris-
man held an 11-9 lead.

Following their hot start, the Cardi-
nals scored just nine points the rest of 
the first half.  The Tigers, on the other 
hand, finally found their groove and 
grabbed a 31-20 lead at the half.

The separation came at the begin-
ning of the third quarter as the Ti-
gers went on a run of their own. Paris 
scored the first 13 points of the quarter, 
and outscored their opponent 26-4 in 
the third period. With the clock run-
ning throughout the fourth quarter, 
the two teams each scored six points to 
round out the game. 

Davis Hale led the Cardinals in scoring 

Tigers handle Chrisman 
but drop West Vigo game

Photo courtesy Tom Lisella

Paris Tiger Dustin Creech battles Chrisman Cardinal defenders in the lane during 
the opening half of the annual Edgar County Shrine game between cross-county 
rivals Paris and Chrisman.See TIGERS, Page 10A
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Bailey’s Original with mine/yours mug set 

Sale$19.99   Reg $25.95

Buy Patron Silver 750ml 

Sale $39.97   Reg $47.99
And receive a 1 liter bottle of Margarita mix FREE

ALL in stock Wine 10% OFF

While supplies last. 

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.
FRI - SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.
SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Thursday and Friday 
ONLY!Valentine’s

SPECIALS

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials
BBQ Pulled Pork

$3.50

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

Corn Dog,
Fries & Drink $5.00

Homemade Soups:
Vegetable Beef, Chili

Cup.....$2.75
Bowl.....$3.99
Quart.....$9.99

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
German Chocolate

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

PARIS
FROM PAGE 9A

Coach Dave Tingley was 
happy with his team’s seed-
ing, and happier with the 
opportunity to avenge one of 
the Lady Tigers earlier losses 
against Mattoon. 

“When we faced them 
earlier, we played one of our 
worst games of the year. It was 
one of the first times that we 
faced a 2-3 zone, and I feel like 
the girls were not as ready for 
that as they are now.” Tingley 
added, “Since then, we have 
seen the zone defense a hand-
ful of times and I feel that we 
are more comfortable with 
our offense against that style.” 

Should the Tigers win their 
game on Tuesday, they will 
face the winner of the Deca-
tur MacArthur vs. Mt. Zion/
Decatur (Eisenhower) win-
ner on Thursday night at 7 
p.m.

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

with 12 points. Layne Smith 
added four points, Cole Web-
ster and Porter Hale each had 
three, and Landry Lorenzen, 
Blake Barna, Gage Deweese, 
and Gavin Deweese had two 
apiece. 

Jude Sullivan led the Ti-
gers with 12 points, followed 
closely by Hutchings and JT 
Johnson with 11 each. Dustin 
Creech had nine, Colton 
Landrum and Matthew 
Brouwer each had seven; JR 
Brinkerhoff had three, Garrett 
King two, and Logan Rhoads 
finished with one.

WEST VIGO 73, PARIS 48
In a battle of the Wabash 

Valley, the West Vigo Vikings 
came to Paris and left with a 
73-48 win Tuesday night.

The Vikings used a barrage 
of three-point shots to jump 
out to a double digit lead in 
the first half and never relin-
quished the score. 

Dustin Creech got the start 
for an ailing Bryce Gladding 
and scored a career-high 9 
points. Turnovers plagued the 
Tigers again through the eve-
ning as they commited eight 
in the opening quarter and a 
total of 25 for the game. 

The Vikings jumped out in 
front 5-2 before Tiger junior 
Matthew Brouwer got the 
Paris fans out of their seats 
with a two-handed dunk. 
The Tiger turnovers began 
midway through the opening 
quarter while attempting to 
break the West Vigo press. 
West Vigo frequently press 
ed the Tigers in the game and 
Paris would do the same in re-
turn, leading to some up and 
down the court basketball 
throughout the contest. 

The Vikings dropped four 
separate three-pointers in the 
latter half of the quarter, some 
in transition and some in half 

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Matthew Brouwer takes advantage of a wide-open lane for a 
crowd-thrilling slam dunk during Tuesday’s game against the 
West Vigo Vikings.

court, to make it 24-8. West 
Vigo hoisted up 25 threes 
throughout the game and 
converted 10 of them. 

Paris traded baskets with 
scores from Logan Rhoads, 
Colton Landrum and Ma-
son Hutchings, but the Vi-
kings made several more 
threes in that span to open 
the quarter. Paris made two 
baskets in transition from JT 
Johnson, but West Vigo held 

the ball for the last minute 
and knocked down a corner 
three pointer with four sec-
onds left to go up 42-22 into 
the half. 

Paris started to press most 
of the third quarter was able 
to cut the score to 44-29 off 
a Jude Sullivan floater. The 
Vikings were not as accurate 
from behind the arc in the 
second half, but were able to 
convert points in the paint. 
West Vigo’s ninth three of the 
game gave them a 58-37 lead 
heading into the fourth quar-
ter. 

West Vigo went on a 7-0 
run to start the fourth but was 
unable get any farther to start 
a running clock. Both teams 
stayed even on the scoreboard 
the rest of the way as the Vi-
kings went to the bench with 
two minutes left. 

The Tigers shot 40 percent 
from the field for the game, 
50 percent from the line and 
made two of their five threes. 
Leading scorers for the Tig-
wers were Hutchings with 12 
points, Creech with 9 points 
and Sullivan with 8 points.  

points in the win.
The Riders were 10 of 

41 overall for 24.4 percent 
and 9 of 17 from the line 
for 52.9 percent. Turn-
overs were a huge factor as 
Arcola coughed up the ball 
38 times. Gaby Becerra led 
the way with seven points 

Michigan tops in Big 10

BY ERIC OLSON
AP College Football Writer

Michigan finished the 
football recruiting cycle 
with the top class in the 
Big Ten, and four other 
conference programs were 
ranked in the top 25 in the 
nation Wednesday.

Wolverines coach Jim 
Harbaugh added one 
player on the second let-
ter-of-intent signing day to 
a 26-man class that was No. 
1 in the Big Ten and No. 8 
nationally, according to the 
247Sports.com composite 
rankings. It was Michigan’s 
first top ranking in the Big 
Ten since 2007.

Penn State coach James 
Franklin assembled a 23-
man class made up of 
players from 11 states, in-
cluding three from Florida 
and one from Oregon. The 
Nittany Lions were ranked 
No. 2 in the conference 
and No. 13 nationally.

Ohio State, which had 
been No. 1 in Big Ten re-
cruiting eight years in a 
row and in 10 of the last 
11, slipped to No. 3 during 
the coaching transition 
from Urban Meyer to Ryan 
Day. The Buckeyes’ No. 14 
national ranking was their 
lowest since 2010 and end-
ed a streak of eight straight 
classes ranked seventh or 
higher. The drop is partly 
attributable to the 17-man 
class being Ohio State’s 
smallest since 2007.

Nebraska and Purdue 
had the top two classes in 
the Big Ten West, coming 
in at Nos. 4 and 5 in the 
conference and Nos. 20 
and 25 in the nation.

Four-star safety Quinten 
Johnson out of St. John’s 
College High in Washing-

Wolverines finish 
first in football 
recruiting for first 
time since 2007

ton was the only player to sign 
with Michigan on Wednes-
day. He’s drawn comparisons 
to ex-Wolverines star Jabrill 
Peppers, who played both de-
fense and offense in 2015-16. 
Johnson has said he would be 
willing to do the same.

Kansas City-area three-star 
athlete Amauri Pesek-Hick-
son de-committed Monday 
over a disagreement about 
Harbaugh’s request that he 
delay his enrollment and go to 
prep school. Pesek-Hickson 
signed with Kansas.

INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR
Penn State went all the way 

to Germany to bring in de-
fensive tackle Joseph Darkwa. 
The 6-5, 270-pounder, whose 
mother moved from Ghana 
about 30 years ago, comes 
from the Dusseldorf Panthers’ 
U-19 team in the German 
Football League. He also had 
offers from UCLA, Georgia 
Tech and Colorado, among 
other schools.

LOSE ONE, GAIN TWO
Ohio State, which must re-

place four of its five starting 
offensive linemen, beat out 
Southern California for four-
star guard Enokk Vimahi of 
Kahuku, Hawaii, and three-
star tackle Dawand Jones of 
Indianapolis. The signings 
cushioned the blow of the 
Buckeyes losing four-star of-
fensive lineman Doug Nester 
of Huntington, West Virginia, 
who flipped to Virginia Tech.

Vimahi and Jones complet-
ed a strong class of offensive 
linemen. The Buckeyes in De-
cember signed five-star center 
Harry Miller of Buford, Geor-
gia, and four-star tackle Ryan 
Jacoby of Mentor, Ohio.

“O-line was an area of con-
cern for us,” Day said. “We 
had to go out there and kind 
of uncover all the stones. Fly-
ing out to Hawaii, staying for 
three hours, getting on a re-
deye back to Columbus was 
part of that plan. We wouldn’t 

just go over to Hawaii if it 
wasn’t a good fit. It was.”

RISING PURDUE
The recruiting tide con-

tinues to rise for Jeff Brohm 
at Purdue. The Boilermakers 
signed four four-star prospects 
in December, including two 
who will join a receiving corps 
that includes Big Ten freshman 
of the year Rondale Moore. 
Over three years Purdue has 
gone from 14th to 11th to fifth 
in the conference recruiting 
ratings and from 72nd to 51st 
and 25th nationally.

MARYLAND’S FAST FINISH
Maryland was the most 

active team in the Big Ten 
on Wednesday, adding 11 
members to new coach Mike 
Locksley’s 17-man class. The 
most notable signing was 
Lance LeGendre, a quarter-
back from New Orleans who 
chose the Terrapins over Flor-
ida State. The addition of the 
four-star LeGendre helped 
move the Terrapins from 14th 
to 12th in the Big Ten — still a 
long way from the No. 5 class 
brought in last year by former 
coach DJ Durkin.

“I feel real good about the 
team we have coming back. 
These 17 individuals will add 
to it,” Locksley said. “We feel 
like we hit home runs with the 
guys we signed.”

WHO NEEDS STARS?
Northwestern hasn’t 

cracked the top 10 in the Big 
Ten recruiting rankings since 
finishing eighth in 2014. Now 
consider the Wildcats went 
unbeaten against West Divi-
sion opponents while reach-
ing the conference champi-
onship game last season. The 
2019 class is made up of 19 
three-stars and was ranked 
11th in the Big Ten. Since 
2015, coach Pat Fitzgerald 
has signed just two four-stars 
and has gone 26-9 in Big Ten 
play, including 19-5 against 
the West.

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 
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while Ella Hopkins added five 
points in the loss.

The Titans (26-4) will head 
to Moweaqua on Monday 
night to face the Effingham St. 
Anthony Bulldogs in the first 
sectional semi-final.  St. An-
thony advanced with a 56-37 
win over Oblong in the Pal-
estine Regional final.  Tip off 
is set for 6:00 p.m. at Central 
A&M High School.

TRI-COUNTY 79, MARTINSVILLE 10
The Lady Titans entered 

their Class 1A Tournament 
Arcola Regional semi-final 
game against Martinsville 
looking to dominate their way 
to the championship game. 
This was the third meeting of 
the season between the two 
teams with the Titans easily 
defeating the Streaks in both 
games. 

The game was decided 
within minutes as the Titans 
raced off to a 17-0 lead just 
moments into the contest. 
The Lady Titans managed a 
29-6 lead going into the sec-
ond quarter and kept their 
foot on the gas as they won 
79-10. Tayler Barry led the 
way with 17 points while Bel-
la Dudley added 14 points 

and five rebounds off the 
bench.  Maiya Eskew had 12 
points, eight steals and five as-
sists while Kiersten Price-Wil-
son finished with 10 points. 

Before Thursday night’s 
Arcola Regional title game, 
the regional round of the 
Country Financial Three 
Point Showdown took place 
at Arcola High School. The 
five teams that were repre-
sented in the regional were 
given the opportunity to 
send up to four players each 
to participate in this annual 
event. The Tri-County Titans 
had four players take part in 
the regional round where the 
top four scores advanced on 
to the Moweaqua Sectional 
round. 

Senior center Kiersten 
Price-Wilson amazed the 
crowd, hitting her first four 
shots en route to making 10 
of 15 shots in the forty-five 
second time frame to take top 
honors and advance on to the 
sectional round.  Maiya Es-
kew came up one shot short 
of making it to the shootout 
round draining seven, while 
Grace Burnside had five and 
Meredith Smith finished with 
two.

life.”

POLL IMPLICATIONS
The Spartans were fortu-

nate to stay in the Top 10 after 
dropping two straight. With 
Monday’s loss, they are likely 
to fall precipitously.

BIG PICTURE
Michigan State: The Spar-

tans dropped a half-game be-

hind Michigan and Purdue in 
the Big Ten. The conference 
schedule has exposed Mich-
igan State’s shortcomings 
without Joshua Langford, 
who is out for the season with 
a foot injury. 

Illinois: The Illini are on an 
upswing, having won three of 
four as their defense has frus-
trated opponents.
UP NEXT

Michigan State hosts Min-
nesota on today. Illinois hosts 
Rutgers today.

ILLINI
FROM PAGE 9A
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Nobody covers Edgar County sports 
better than The Prairie Press. 

Nobody.

101 N. Central Paris, Illinois
217-921-3216

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

Wind farms 
support local 
communities. 

The Harvest Ridge Wind Farm 
will provide about $850,000 
to the Shiloh School District 
in tax payments within the 
first year.

The school district will receive 
about $19 million from the wind 
farm over the next 30 years. 

Paris Junior League season winding down
BY CINDY WILSON
txwilson81@frontier.com

The second half of the 
Paris Junior League season 
is quickly winding down. 
Action this week was on 
Saturday due to the Super 
Bowl being played on Sun-
day.

COLTS 45, EAGLES 11
At the end of the first 

quarter, the Colts led 10-
0. The Colts turned up the 
power during the second 
quarter and quickly found 
themselves leading 27-7 at 
halftime. 

The Eagles were unable 
to keep up with the Colts 
through the third quarter 
as the Colts added 18 more 
points to the board while 
the Eagles were unable to 
find the basket. The Colts 
led 45-7 heading into the 
fourth quarter. The Colts 
defeated the Eagles 45 – 11.

The Colts leading scorer 
was Colten Cornwell with 
10 points. Braylen Mills was 
right behind with 9 points 
and Owen Jones and Rick-
ie White had 8 points each. 
Mason Byrnes and Dylan 
Flores each added 4 points 
and Drake Thompson 
scored 2points. 

Carson Throneburg fin-
ished with five free throws 
for 5 points to lead the Ea-
gles. Hunter Quinn and 
Ethan Brown each had 2 
points. Nicholas Doughan 
and Zavier Quinn contrib-
uted a free throw.

PANTHERS 64, LIONS 18
The Panthers dominated 

the Lions throughout the 
entire game Saturday. 

With the help of Drew 
Rogers and his 16 points in 
the first quarter, the Pan-
thers led 23-3 heading into 
the second quarter. 

The Panthers reserves 
got serious with their scor-
ing and the Panthers held a 
39-5 lead at the half. 

The third quarter be-
longed to Panthers’ player 
Drew Rogers as he added 
10 of their 13 points scored 
helped boost the deficit to 
52-9. 

Still the Panthers were 
not comfortable with their 
lead and continued to drive 
to the basket defeating the 
Lions 64 -18.

Drew Rogers led the Pan-
thers scoring with 26 points. 
Landon Nugent added 7 
points while Kipton Brad-
ford, Dawson Rogers, Luke 
Stuck and Karic Mason each 
had 6 points. Finishing the 
scoring madness was Sean 
Dun with 4 points and Car-
ter Delashmit with 1 point.

John Heelan had a big 
day for the Lions with 12 
points. Samantha Kindred 
helped out with 3 points, 
Faith Smith with 2 points 
and Cash Kuglin with a free 

throw.

BEARS 47, CARDINALS 11
The first quarter of the 

third game of the afternoon 
was evenly matched as the 
Bears held a two-point lead 
through the first quarter at 
6-4. The Bears dominated 
the Cardinals in the second 
period though and raced out 
to a 23-6 lead at halftime. 

The Bears hit the floor 
again after the half and in-
creased their lead to 39-11. 
The Cardinals were unable 
to score in the fourth quar-
ter as the Bears won the 
contest 47-11.

Parker Sanders was the 
leading scorer for the Bears 
with 11 points. Jacob Sta-
ley put in five buckets for 10 
points. Nathan Fonner fin-
ished with 8 points and Gabri-
el Roush had 7. Conner Little 
had a bucket and a free throw 
for 3 points. Austin Pardi, Ian 
Theirl, Eyan Keys and Charlie 
Ford each had 2 points.

Leading the Cardinals 
was Dylan Lucas with 4 
points. Myah Bartos, Carter 
Eastham and Bella More-
schi each had a bucket and 
Carter Crippes had a single 
free throw.

TIGERS 49, HAWKS 26
There was a lot of scor-

ing taking place during the 
last game of the afternoon. 
The Tigers got hot in the 
opening quarter and led the 
Hawks 15-4. The Hawks 
were unrelenting though 
and battled back during the 
second quarter to trail just 
27-20 at halftime. 

When both teams re-
turned to the court in the 
third quarter, the Tigers 
took control and never 
looked back as they pumped 
in 14 points while holding 
the Hawks to four points. 
With a 41-24 lead at the be-
ginning of the fourth quar-
ter, the Tigers went on to 
seal the deal, winning by 23 
points. 

Koen Brinkerhoff was 
the leading scorer for the 
Tigers as he finished with 
12 points. Mazie Hawkins 
added another 11. Garrett 
Rigdon had a hot day with 8 
points. Brody Whitaker fin-
ished with 6 points. Ty King 

and Brayden Rogers each 
had 4 points and Cooper 
Keys and Macy Bicknell had 
2 points each.

Madox Hutchings led 
the Hawks with an impres-
sive16 points. He had an 
impressive showing at the 

free throw line as well, con-
necting on 8 of 14 attempts. 
Bradley Litteral ended the 
game with 5 points. Lincoln 
Livesay and Alivyah Lank-
ster had a bucket each and 
Andre Calhoun had a free 
throw.

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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Sunday, 
February 24
Tingley Reception 

Center
504 E. Edgar Street

Paris, IL

1:00 p.m. show

$20 per child 

$10 per adult

Ticket requests only online...go to event link
https://perksuperheroparty.eventbrite.com

Dimond Financial Consultants, LLC

Superhero 

attire is 

optional!

Make check payable to PERK
Mail check to PERK, PO BOX 84, Paris, IL 61944

Must include email address on check memo 
line to receive receipt.

Proceeds benefit the 
PERK Mentoring Program

perkprograms@gmail.com

Please join us for a Superhero Party that includes an 
interactive Superhero show, Superhero-inspired activities, 

take home gifts and a photograph of your child with 

Spider Man and Wonder Woman.

Cast members include Emi-
ly Wells, Jayden Bishop, Emma 
Cox, Vivian Moore, Wyatt 
Parrish, Alaina Boren, Josie 
Swinford, Dakota Fonner, Ad-
dison Martin, Gaige Burks, 
Savanna Reed, Skylar Foote, 
Zoey Parks, Piper Mitchell, 
Madison Huffman, Kindall 
Plummer, Aubree Leader, Syd-
ney Melton, Aidean Creech, 
Bryan Smith, Rya Burks, Sage 
Gladding, Claire Maschino, 
Audrey Miller, Haylee Clark, 
Jenna Wieland, Aubrey Griffin, 
Jace Adkison, Greta Hall, Ad-
dison Martin, Jace Hand, Kyn-
dal Ball, John Heelin, Cooper 
Keys, Samantha Kindred, Jay 
Peterson, Hannah Riggs, Alee-
cia Shumaker, Jo Jo Simmons, 
Bryan Smith, Lilly Stafford and 
Jayden Wombles.

The next school production 
following the Crestwood mu-
sical is “Newsies,” presented by 
Paris High School and directed 
by Laughlin. The performance 
is April 5-7 at the Paris Center 
of Fine Arts.

MUSICAL
FROM PAGE 1A

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Sage Gladding, wearing the sweater, and Greta Hall have a 
secret in the Crestwood Junior High School play “My Son Pinoc-
chio.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Addison Martin is the perfect machine-made child coming from the device created by Greta Hall’s 
(background) character in “My Son Pinocchio.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Hayden David plays the puppeteer in one of the musical numbers from the Crestwood Junior High 
School production of “My Son Pinocchio.” The puppets, left to right, are: Aubrey Griffin, Sydney 
Melton, Samantha Kindred and Josie Swinford.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
These young women strike a pose at the end of a dance routine 
in “My Son Pinocchio.” Left to right the Crestwood Junior High 
School students are: Claire Maschino, Kindall Plummer, Savanna 
Reed and Lilly Stafford.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Piper Mitchell sings the lead 
song in the “Pleasure Island” 
production number in the 
Crestwood Junior High School 
performance of “My Son 
Pinocchio.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

One of the big numbers in “My Son Pinocchio” features a high-
kick line as part of the dance routine. Crestwood Junior High 
School students are in rehearsal now for the performance.
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A portion of Southern 
Illinois is distinctly known as 
Little Egypt.  

This 
part of our 
state reeked 
with deadly 
violence in 
the 1920s. 
The biggest 
problem 
was created 
with best 
intentions 
by the U.S. 

Congress – Prohibition.  
It turned out to be perhaps 

the worst decision our federal 
government ever made. The 
beer and whiskey continued to 
flow by popular demand. The 
U.S. lost huge tax revenues. 
Gangsters provided bootleg 
joints and thrived nicely.

You’ve probably never heard 
of Elmer Kane or Henry Mun-
dale. Barnstormers, from Iowa, 
they were airplane pilots back 
in the post-World War I era, 
who flew bi-wing planes. They 
flew from town to town, land-
ed on grass strips or pastures, 
performed maneuvers and 
gladly flew any takers for a fee. 
Many adventurous Americans 
were anxious to hop in one 
of the two seats for their first 
aircraft ride.

I tried to secure details 
about Kane and Mundale by 
entering their names on the 
Internet. No luck. I even sub-
mitted Iowa barnstormers as 
a topic. All I found was a high 
school in Des Moines whose 
sports teams are called the 
Barnstormers, but I do possess 
three gangster history books 
that reveal their identities.

The two pilots were buddies 
who traveled together, each 
flying his separate plane. 
Kane’s was a Curtiss Jenny. 
Perhaps Mundale’s was the 
same. I don’t know. The Jenny 
was popular as a pilot trainer 
in WW I, though not a combat 
aircraft.  

Funny thing, though. While 
these two guys barnstormed 
in Little Egypt in 1926, the 
Jenny became a bomber. It 
happened quite by accident 
because Kane’s plane devel-
oped engine trouble as he flew 
above Benton.  Kane guided it 
down safely, but one might say 
he plunged it into the Twilight 
Zone.  Of all the rotten luck, he 
landed smack-dab in the midst 
of Shelton Gang country.

Kane and Mundale were 
conveniently found by the 
Sheltons and asked to drop 
some bombs on Shady Rest, a 
tavern just west of Harrisburg 
30 miles southeast. That was 
headquarters for their chief 
rival, Charlie Birger’s Gang.  

The Birgers were angry be-
cause the Sheltons had tossed 
some dynamite at a barbecue 
stand next to the Shady Rest. 
Thrown in haste, it missed, 
damaging a nearby house 
instead. Now the Sheltons 
realized the value of the plane. 
They could bomb from the 
air. The pilots were promised 
$1,000 cash and a nice Cadillac 
automobile.

The Iowans dared not refuse 
to fly the mission. These gang-
sters bullied and often killed. 
That night, while the pilots 

Barn-
stormers in 
Southern 
Illinois

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

The angel Goldenrod 
walked into my favorite bar 
and plopped down beside me. 

He 
ordered 
a Black 
Russian, 
which he 
dispatched 
quickly, and 
called the 
bartender 
to refill his 
glass. The 
bartender 
was ahead of him, having had a 
revelation.

Goldenrod was introduced 
to the world on March 2, 1969, 
in a column inspired by the 
Higher Authority. The angel 
fell short of my expectation.

Herein, we give a detailed 
portrait of Goldenrod, which 
will greatly disappoint those 
who think of angels as pure 
creatures, wearing robes as 
white as driven snow; wings, 
both mighty and beautiful; 
and shiny halos.

We commence our descrip-
tion with the robe, which was 
grimy, with tears in it in no 
particular order – just tattered. 
It may have been nibbled on 
by a plague of moths.

His robe reminded me of an 
off-the-rack, cheap suit; similar 
to the involuntary choice by an 
editor (me), who though paid 
a meager salary for his fake 
news, nevertheless, was re-
quired to deal with politicians, 
business people, etc.

Goldenrod’s halo was 
tarnished, dented and propped 
at a sharp angle on his head, 
not through any fault of its 
own, but being preferred by 
the angel, who regarded it as 
jaunty. Had it been a baseball 
cap, the brim would have been 
turned to the back.

Feathers stuck out at fantas-
tic and grotesque angles. He 
got them from a dealer down 
under, if you get the drift, 
certainly not from the celestial 
parts store. Dirty as his robe, 
the prospect of efficiency 
in flight was difficult, to be 
generous.

“What do you want, 
Goldenrod?” I asked, which 
was a valid question, given 
his absence since 2008, when 
the newspaper, citing my 
impending 65th birthday, sent 
me away, in the wake of a big 
party. I feasted on a large cake, 
surrounded by fellow workers, 
who said they would miss me. 
They gave me a Leatherman 
knife.

When that was done, a 
couple of gorillas threw me 
into the alley.

 “The Higher Authority 
wanted to set something 
straight. White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders claimed that God 
wanted Donald Trump to be-
come President of the United 
States. The boss says she is, 
in the manner of the modus 
operandi of the White House, 
lying.”

I was stunned, having been 
convinced by Sanders, that 
God, indeed, wanted Trump 
to be president, though, I 
wondered how that could be, 
given the president’s propen-
sity to tell – let’s put it mildly 
– fibs. Not to mention being 
a rampant narcissist, braggart, 
calling critics disparaging 
names and dispatching emis-
saries to pay off hookers.

Claim has 
some flaws

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Abraham Lincoln is such an icon-
ic figure in American history it is easy 
to forget he was human and like all 
humans needed to eat.

During the nearly 154 years since 
Lincoln’s assassination, historians 
have searched for every scrap of in-
formation trying to understand this 
complex man. The consensus is Lin-
coln was not an epicure, and was 
largely indifferent to food. He ate to 
fuel the body rather than delighting in 
food and the social enjoyment of the 
table.

Much of the information comes 
from after the fact sources who 
claimed some connection with Lin-
coln and therefore able to talk about 
the president’s preferences. These 
sources don’t always agree. 

Col. William H. Crook was Lin-
coln’s last bodyguard, and he is cred-
ited with saying Lincoln was a hearty 
eater and was especially fond of ba-
con for breakfast. Not so according to 
John Hay. As one of Lincoln’s private 
secretaries, Hay had an intimate look 
at life inside the White House. 

Hay acknowledged Lincoln en-
joyed a good cup of coffee, which 
often was the president’s breakfast, 
occasionally augmented with one 
egg to accompany the hot beverage. 
A common lunch was a biscuit, some 
fruit and a glass of milk. Another  
meal might be fruit, nuts, crackers 
and water.

Hay claimed Lincoln ate less food 
than anyone he knew.

The strain of the presidency some-
times robbed Lincoln of his appetite, 
and on one occasion Mary Lincoln 
asked a White House cook if she 
knew how to prepare chicken fricas-
see with gravy and biscuits, one of his 
favorite meals, in hopes of tempting 
her husband to eat. 

It is important to remember 19th 
century food terms are not always 
consistent with the 21st century. The 
bacon Crook claimed Lincoln con-
sumed was not a specific cut from 
the hog such as the packaged bacon 
sold in modern grocery stores. Peo-
ple in the 19th century referred to 
any cut of pork that was salted and 
smoked for preservation as bacon.

Fricassee is more a type of cook-
ing than it is a specific dish or recipe. 
It generally involves cooking cut up 
meat, braising it and serving with a 
white sauce. All kinds of meat can 
be prepared as fricassee, including 
game. 

The waste not want not situation 
on the frontier of Lincoln’s youth 

Food for Lincoln’s birthday 
Special to The Prairie Press 

Some of the foods Abraham Lincoln probably ate include, clockwise from top right, French almond cake, gingerbread men, 
cornbread, biscuits and chicken. 

converted tough old roosters and 
hens that stopped producing eggs 
into chicken fricassee. 

Lincoln was fond of apples and his 
wife tried to keep the White House 
well stocked with the fruit. The apples 
Lincoln ate were not the red delicious, 
golden delicious and Granny Smiths 
that dominate supermarket produce 
sections. Modern American con-
sumers have approximately 90 apple 

varieties, if they can find that many, to 
purchase. According to the U.S. Ap-
ple Association, there were more 600 
registered apple varieties in 1859. The 
Brooklyn Botanical Garden puts the 
number of 19th century American 
apple varieties at 14,000.

It isn’t known if Lincoln had a 
favorite variety but some options 
available had names like New York 

CHICKEN FRICASSEE

2 medium-sized chickens
salt and pepper
butter the size of an egg (4 Tbsp)
½ cup flour
1 cup milk
½ cup white wine (optional since 

Lincoln did not consume alcohol)

Halve the chickens into breasts, legs 
and wings. Fill a pan with enough water 
to cover the chicken pieces and bring to 
a boil without the chicken in the water. 
Lower the heat, add the chicken and salt 
and pepper. Simmer until the meat is 
tender. Reserve the liquid as stock.

Melt the butter and stir in the flour. 
Heat the mixture for about a minute 
before adding the milk and ½ cup of 
the reserved chicken stock. Stir care-
fully for a few minutes, then add the 
wine if using. Put the chicken into the 
white sauce and cook until the meat 
is again heated throughout. Season to 
preference and serve.

GINGERBREAD 

1 pound of flour
1 level tsp salt
1 level tsp baking soda
1 level tsp ground ginger
1 level tsp baking powder
1 cup light brown sugar
¾ cup of butter
½ cup molasses 
½ cup corn syrup
1 cup milk
1 egg, beaten

Grease and line a 9-inch square 
cake pan. Sift the dry ingredients into a 
mixing bowl.

In a saucepan, warm the sugar, but-

ter, molasses and corn syrup sufficient 
to melt the butter, but do not boil. Mix in 
the milk and beaten egg.

Make a well in the dry ingredients, 
quickly pour in the liquid and mix. Pour 
the batter into the prepared pan and 
bake in a moderate oven (325 degrees) 
for 90 minutes, or until the gingerbread 
is light to the touch.

See BIRTHDAY, Page 9B
See CODGER, Page 9B

During the full blood moon 
eclipse Jan. 21, Paris’ own 
Mark Killion shot some great 
pictures and so did many 
local amateurs. Social media 
was saturated with wonderful 
pictures. 

Many of those images had 
more detail in them than was 
appreciated. The relief of crater 
walls and mountain ranges is 
highlighted in the red glow 
of earth-shine. What most 
missed was a bright flash on 
the lower left side of the moon.

 The picture had to be taken 
at the exact moment but many 
photos did show it. The bright 
flash was a massive explosion 
on the moon’s surface. A mete-
orite smashed directly into the 
moon during the eclipse. This 

was the first impact flash ever 
seen during a lunar eclipse. 

The object was a 22-pound 
rock, about a foot across and 
moving at 36,000 mph when 
it hit. A small crater formed as 
a result of the impact.

Space material bombards 
the moon daily, but it is 
mostly dust to sand grain size 
pieces. This is not unique to 
the moon because the Earth 
is pelted by 70,000 pounds of 
rock material every day. The 
difference is the moon has 
no atmosphere so anything 
on a collision course hits the 
ground where Earth’s atmo-
sphere disintegrates all the 
smaller material. 

The debris flying though 
space is mostly left over from 

4.5 billion years ago when 
the solar system formed. It’s 
stuff never pulled together by 

gravity into 
large masses 
but in a way 
is still being 
swept up by 
planets and 
moons

Scientists 
classify solid 
items orbit-
ing around 
the solar 

system by size and makeup. If 
it is mostly ice and frozen gas, 
then it’s a comet. 

A rock smaller than 100 
yards across is classified as a 
meteoroid. These are rocks 
from the size of a football field 

down to sand grains. If it’s big-
ger than a football field, then 
it’s called an asteroid. Some of 
these are a quarter the size of 
our moon. 

The biggest asteroids are 
called planetoids. Pluto, which 
many people memorized in el-
ementary school as one of the 
planets, lost its planetary status 
in 2006 when astronomers 
reclassified it as a planetoid. It 
exists out in the Kuiper Belt, 
which is full of planetoids. 

The suffix “oid” added 
to a word indicates like or 
resemblance. It usually means 
incomplete or imperfect and 
has common usage in science 
and math.

Space near the Earth is 
full of meteoroids. Most are 

tiny flakes probably left from 
long ago asteroid collisions. 
Astronauts recently completed 
a surface check of the Interna-
tional Space Station.

After 20 years in space, the 
outer skin is covered in small 
dents and pinholes. This was 
anticipated and the outer 
surface is made to take small 
punctures somewhat like a 
self-sealing tire.

A meteoroid becomes a 
meteor when it enters a plan-
et’s atmosphere. The average 
speed is over 30,000 mph, and 
when they reach the thicker 
stratosphere the friction raises 
the temperature of the rock to 
3,000 degrees F. At that tem-
perature, flakes disintegrate 
and small rocks leave a streak 

of sparks like an old muffler 
dragging on the highway. 

Unless the rock is larger 
than a basketball it will com-
pletely vaporize in a streak of 
sparks. This happens about 50 
miles above the surface and 
creates a shooting star flash 
across the sky. The biggest 
make it lower down with a big 
streaking tail. 

Hearing a buzzing zip 
across the sky means it was 
really close. A fireball is when 
it explodes just miles above 
the surface. Much of the dust 
swept from the top of cabinets 
and other places is actually 
meteor dust, which is an 
important source of micronu-
trients in our fields.

Lunar flash reveals our daily encounters with meteors

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

BEATEN BISCUITS

2 cups flour
½ tsp salt
1 Tbsp sugar
¼ cup shortening
½ cup ice water

Mix the dry ingredients together. Cut 
in the shortening and add enough water 
to create a stiff dough. Use a mallet to 
beat the dough until it is smooth being 
sure to fold frequently. This step takes 

about 20 minutes.
Roll out the dough and cut with a 

small cookie cutter and bake in a mod-
erately warm oven (375 degrees).
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, Feb. 6, with 16 members 
weighing in and attending 
the meeting. 

Club members recog-
nized were: Gale Arbuckle, 
TOPS weekly loser; Mari-
on Pate, KOPS weekly loser 
and KOPS drawing winner; 
Jayne Peters, three-week 

loser; Myndy Wooten, top 
walker and top cyclist; and 
Patty Felgenhauer, top exer-
ciser.

TOPS #IL 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh in is 5:45-6 p.m., and 
the meeting starts at 7 p.m. 
More information is avail-
able by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-6300.

TOPS groups meet

January blood drive survives vortex
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Despite the severe weath-
er, the Red Cross received 50 
units of blood during the Jan. 
28 blood drive.

Volunteers helping at the 
January blood drive were: 
Linda Brown, Kay Haddix, 
Mary Lou Wilson, Bruce and 
Sharon Wilken, Bob McHen-
ry, Rosemary Ogle and Nancy 
Englebright. 

Lions Club volunteers were 
Brad and Sharon Cash and 

Dan and Velda Vice. The Matt 
Sullivan family also helped in 
setting up for the drive. 

Susan Stafford completed 
her eight-gallon donation, and 
Brian Murphy reached the 
10-gallon level. Sydney Fox 
was a first-time donor.

The Grace Lutheran 
Church members served the 
food canteen with donations 
from Monical’s, McDonald’s 
and Larson, Woodyard and 
Henson.

The next blood drive is 

Feb. 25 at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall, and members of 
the First United Methodist 
Church are in charge of the 
food canteen.

The Red Cross encourages 
all eligible donors to help en-
sure a sufficient blood supply. 
All blood types are needed, 
and all donors are appreciated. 

Appointments for the Feb. 
25 blood draw may be made 
by calling Nancy Englebright, 
217-465-6494. Walk-ins are 
also welcome.

NEW AT THE LIBRARY

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Public Library added 
the following books to the 
collection during January.

FICTION
Freefall – Jessica Barry
The Indigo Girl – Natasha Boyd
Portrait of a Sister – Laura 
Bradford
The New Iberia Blues (large 
print) – James Lee Burke
The Best of Us (large print) – 
Robyn Carr
Antique Blues – Jane K. Cle-
land
Misty Shadows of Hope 1870 
– Ginny Dye
Judgment – Joseph Finder
Siege of Stone – Terry Good-
kind
The Heart Between Us – Lind-
say Harrel
An Anonymous Girl – Greer 
Hendricks
The Boy (+ large print) – Tami 
Hoag
Toxic – Lydia Kang
Untouchable (large print) – 
Jayne Ann Krentz
The Rule of Law – John Le-
scroart
Liar Liar – James Patterson

The Burglar – Thomas Perry
The Night Agent – Matthew 
Quirk
The Gown – Jennifer Robson
Turning Point – Danielle Steel
Before We Were Yours – Lisa 
Wingate
A Delicate Touch (large print) 
– Stuart Woods

NONFICTION
Niki Jabbour’s Veggie Garden 
Remix – Niki Jabbour
The Edge of Anarchy – Jack 
Kelly
Dementia Sucks – Tracey S. 
Lawrence
Caring for a Loved One 
with Dementia – Marguerite 
Manteau-Rao
The First Conspiracy – Brad 
Meltzer
Are U OK? – Kati Morton
101 Law Forms for Personal 
Use – Nolo (reference)
Your Successful Farm Business 
– Joel Salatin
Inheritance – Dani Shapiro
The Pain Companion – Sarah 
Anne Shockley
Attracting Native Pollinators – 
Xerces Society 
Farming with Native Beneficial 
Insects – Xerces Society

CRESTWOOD HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTION 

Special to The Prairie Press

A chapter of the National Junior Honor Society was recently organized at Crestwood School and 
the first group of students was inducted. Pictured are the inductees and parents. Front row, left 
to right, Beth Graham, Lily Graham, Charlie Perry, Deming Hawkins, Robert Wells, Trinity Tingley, 
Missy Tingley, Kaitlyn Coombes and Jill Coombes. Second row, left to right, Colleen Perry, Gina 
Gladding, Sage Gladding, Tiel Hawkins, Danette Young, Kendra Young, Matt Young, Emily Wells, 

MAYO SPELLING BEE

Special to The Prairie Press

Winners of the annual Mayo Middle School Spelling Bee are, left to right, Khushi Patel, second 
place; Ethan Vice, first place; and Will Templeton, third place.

MILESTONES

Staley anniversary
Paul and Sherry Staley of 

Paris will celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary with 
an open house from 2-5 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 23,  at the First 
United Methodist Church, 
324 W Court St, Paris.  

The couple was married  
March 1, 1969, at the Ash-
more Presbyterian Church.  

Paul and Sherry have 
three daughters Angela Sta-
ley-Henne and husband 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversa-
ry, engagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@
prairiepress.net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, 
Ill., 61944. 

Buchanan anniversary
Ed and Virginia Buchanan, 

née Cole, of Charleston marked 
68 years of marriage Feb. 3.

The couple married Feb. 3, 
1951, at Corinth, Miss. He is 
a retired educator and well-
known sports official. She is a 
former glass collector/dealer 

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

    “So, Trump was not en-
dorsed by God?”

“Of course not,” the angel 
replied. “But, the boss wanted 
Nancy Pelosi to be Speaker 
of the House. She sure kicked 
Donald’s arse (an archaic word 
for you-know-what).”

“Where are you going?” I 
asked. 

“Don’t worry,” replied 

Goldenrod, “I will be back to 
rescue you when those Make 
America Great Again guys 
come for you after they read 
this column.” 

 (Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He re-
cently started writing occasional 
columns for the fun of it, in which 
he offers a different look at life 
and aging. Email him at reynold-
sharry1943@gmail.com)

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381
firstmid.com

Financial Solutions 
for every step of life.

BANKING  |  WEALTH MANAGEMENT  |  INSURANCE

“Being from Paris, I have such an 
appreciation for what the community 
has to offer, especially now that I have 
kids of my own.”

Melissa Mathias Tovey, Vice President, Regional Deposit Manager, 
manages the First Mid branches and deposit staff in Paris, Marshall 
and Martinsville. She started working at First Bank & Trust 19 years 
ago as a bank teller, and has successfully advanced into her current 
role by demonstrating great leadership and banking knowledge. 

A fun fact about Melissa is that she was crowned the May Fete Queen 
in 1998. After graduating from Eastern Illinois University, she taught 
kindergarten and first grade at Chrisman Elementary School for seven 
years before joining the banking industry full-time. Melissa currently 
lives in Fairmount, IL, with her husband, Aaron, and her two children. 

Stop by our Paris location to reconnect with Melissa, and to find 
out how she can help you achieve your financial goals.

Meet Melissa Tovey

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 02/13:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 02/15:
Diner burger,

macaroni 
‘n cheese &

choice of salad

Thur 02/14:
Gourmet pork 
chop, baked 
potato, green 
beans & roll

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

For more information, contact:
FIAEC, 217-466-6388

15th Annual 
Chili & Soup 

Cook-Off

Lake Ridge Christian Church 
Family Life Center

122 E. Steidl Road, Paris

Join the Fun!
Faith in Action of Edgar Co,

Saturday, February 16th

Enter your favorite 
Soup or Chili!

WIN PRIZES & Support Faith in Action

Join the Fun!

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Jeff; Michelle Staley and 
husband Rob Lusk; and 
Janenne Lackey and hus-
band Mike.  They have 
three grandchildren Elliot 
Lusk and wife Kate, Lib-
by Lusk and Oliver Sta-
ley-Henne.

Paul and Sherry oper-
ated Pumpkin Works for 
26 years prior to retiring 
this past fall. The couple 
requests no gifts.

and serves as a resource for 
other glass collectors.

They have three daugh-
ters, Janet Bunch, Patti 
Fennessey and Karen Bu-
chanan; and three grand-
daughters, Allison, Kamer-
on and Sheaffer.
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

An army unit known as the 
Six Triple Eight had a specif-
ic mission in World War II: 
to sort and clear a two-year 
backlog of mail for Americans 
stationed in Europe. Between 
the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
the Red Cross and uniformed 
civilian specialists, that 
amounted to seven million 
people waiting for mail. 

And the responsibility to 
deliver all of it fell on the shoul-
ders of 855 African-American 
women. 

From February 1945 to 
March 1946, the women of 
the 6888 Central Postal Di-
rectory Battalion distributed 
mail in warehouses in En-
gland and France. Because of 
a shortage of resources and 
manpower, letters and pack-
ages had been accumulating 
in warehouses for months. 

Part of the Women’s Army 
Corps, known as WACs, the 
6888 had a motto, “No mail, 
low morale.” But these wom-
en did far more than dis-
tribute letters and packages. 
As the largest contingent of 
black women to ever serve 
overseas, they dispelled ste-
reotypes and represented a 
change in racial and gender 
roles in the military. 

When the United States 
entered World War II after 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
there was no escaping the fact 
women would be essential to 
the war effort. With Ameri-
can men serving abroad, there 
were countless communica-
tions, technical, medical and 
administrative roles that need-
ed to be filled. The Women’s 
Army Corps — originally cre-
ated as a volunteer division in 
1942 until it was fully incorpo-
rated into the Army by law in 
1943 — became the solution. 

WACs attracted wom-
en from all socio-economic 
backgrounds, including low-
skilled workers and educated 
professionals. As documented 
in the military’s official histo-
ry of the 6888th, black wom-
en became WACs from the 
beginning. Civil rights activist 
and educator Mary McLeod 
Bethune, a personal friend of 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt 
and a special assistant to the 
war secretary, handpicked 
many of them.

Black women were en-
couraged to become WACs 
because they were told they 
wouldn’t face discrimination. 
In other divisions, such as the 
Navy, black women were ex-
cluded almost entirely, and 
the Army Nurse Corps only 
allowed 500 black nurses to 
serve despite thousands who 
applied.

Becoming a WAC also gave 
African-American women, 
often denied employment in 
civilian jobs, a chance for eco-
nomic stability. Others hoped 
for better race relations, as de-
scribed in scholar Brenda L. 
Moore’s book, “To Serve My 
Country, To Serve My Race: 
The Story of the Only African 
American WACs Stationed 
Overseas during World War 
II.” One WAC Elaine Bennett 
said she joined, “because I 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

On the winter morning of January 
31, 1861, Abraham Lincoln stepped 
inside a secluded farmhouse seeming-
ly adrift on the vast Illinois prairie. The 
president-elect had left his hometown 
of Springfield only once in the eight 
months since garnering the Republican 
presidential nomination — in order 
to finally meet his running mate, Han-
nibal Hamlin, in person—but he had 
one special goodbye that he needed 
to deliver in person before departing 
Illinois for his inauguration. Inside that 
cozy farmhouse tucked underneath a 
blanket of snow, Lincoln bent down his 
lanky frame and embraced the wizened 
woman he called “Mother,” not the 
woman who gave birth to him, how-
ever, but the stepmother who helped 
to set him on the path to the White 
House.

Nancy Hanks Lincoln, who gave 
birth to the Great Emancipator on 
Feb. 12, 1809, had instilled the virtues 
of honesty and compassion in her son 
and sowed the seeds of his intellectual 
curiosity. Although lacking a formal 
education of her own, Nancy Lincoln 
impressed the importance of learning 
and reading on her young boy as they 
moved about the Kentucky and Indi-
ana frontier. When his mother sudden-
ly died in 1818 after drinking milk taint-
ed with poisonous white snakeroot, 
nine-year-old Abraham was devastated.

Fourteen months later, Lincoln’s fa-
ther, Thomas, returned to his former 
haunt of Elizabethtown, Kentucky, and 
called on Sarah Bush Johnston. The pair 
had known each other from the Lin-
colns’ former time in Elizabethtown, 
and as soon as the widow Johnston, 
who had lost her husband in an 1816 
cholera epidemic, answered the knock 
on the door, Thomas proposed. Once 
he agreed to pay off her late husband’s 
outstanding debts, Sarah accepted the 
matrimonial offer. Widow and widow-
er wed on Dec. 2, 1819.

Thomas Lincoln brought Sarah and 
her three children back to his small In-
diana cabin to live with his two surviv-
ing children, Abraham and sister Sarah. 
Thomas Lincoln’s new wife found In-
diana to be wild and desolate, and the 
same could have been said about feral 
young Abraham. Sarah Lincoln dressed 
him up so that he looked more human 
and brought a woman’s touch to their 
sparse cabin. “She very quickly turned 
things around,” says Jeff Oppenheimer, 
author of “That Nation Might Live,” an 
historical novel based on his extensive 
research into the strong bond between 
Lincoln and his stepmother. “They 
were living on dirt floors. Sarah had 
Thomas put in a wooden floor, fix the 
roof and whitewash the house. Within 
weeks, it was a whole new household. 
They became human again.”

As testimony to the nurturing of 
Nancy Lincoln, whom her son began 

to call his angel mother, Sarah Lincoln 
found her new stepson to be a model 
child. “Abe was the best boy I ever saw,” 
she said years later after his death. “I 
can say what scarcely one woman — a 
mother — can say in a thousand and 
it is this — Abe never gave me a cross 
word or look and never refused in fact, 
or even in appearance, to do anything 
I requested.” Sarah also vouched for 
Honest Abe’s long-standing reputation 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

It took more than a decade 
for scientists to develop a sin-
gle-shot vaccine that worked 
to fend off the measles with-
out causing high fevers and 
rashes.

Then health officials had to 
convince people to use it.

Until the vaccine’s debut 
in 1963, many considered 
measles, which still killed 500 
Americans a year and hospi-
talized 48,000, an inevitable 
childhood disease that every-
one had to suffer through. 

“Measles was such a com-
mon disease and its mortality 
was comparatively low,” says 
Graham Mooney, an associate 
professor at the Johns Hop-
kins Institute of the History of 
Medicine. “People had more 
problems than measles.”

One of the earliest accounts 
of measles comes from a Per-
sian doctor named Rhazes in 
the 9th century, but it wasn’t 
until 1757 that Scottish doc-
tor Francis Home discovered 
it was caused by a pathogen 
and first attempted to make a 
vaccine. By then, measles was 
a worldwide killer.

“It’s an ancient disease, but 
it really became globally im-
portant with increased global 
explorations from the 16th 
century on,” says Mooney. As 
the most contagious disease 
humans had ever faced, mea-
sles was virtually guaranteed 
after exposure. 

Deaths were greatest in 
populations with no immuni-
ty, such as island nations. An 
1875 outbreak in Fiji wiped 
out up to a third of the pop-
ulation in four months, and 

Hawaii’s first outbreak in 1848 
similarly killed up to a third of 
the population, just two de-
cades later the king and queen 
contracted it and died on a trip 
to England.

Though mortality rates 
eventually began falling, ep-
idemics could still be devas-
tating. In 1916, 12,000 people 
died of measles, and three out 
of four deaths were children 
under 5 years old. But that 
same year, a pair of French 
doctors found measles anti-
bodies in patients’ blood. They 
showed how the antibodies 
could protect others from de-
veloping the disease, laying 
the groundwork for develop-
ing a vaccine.

By the 1950s, measles 
deaths had dropped to only 
400 to 500 a year, thanks to 
the availability of antibiotics 

and improvements in sanita-
tion, medical supportive care 
and nutrition, says Paul Offit, 
chief of division of infectious 
diseases at Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia and director 
of their Vaccine Education 
Center. (Though antibiotics 
couldn’t treat a viral illness, 
bacterial pneumonia was one 
of measles’ deadliest compli-
cations.) 

Still, nearly everyone got it. 
The disease led to an estimat-
ed 48,000 hospitalizations a 
year from complications such 
as ear infections, croup, diar-
rhea and pneumonia. About 
1,000 children a year devel-
oped encephalitis, brain swell-
ing that could cause intellectu-
al disability or death. 

Among those parents left 
reeling from the death of their 
children from the disease was 

children’s author Roald Dahl, 
who watched his daughter die 
from measles encephalitis in 
1962. He would later dedicate 
his book, “The BFG,” to his 
daughter’s memory. 

Even surviving a measles in-
fection didn’t end your risk of 
death: a very rare, fatal compli-
cation called subacute scleros-
ing panencephalitis (SSPE) 
could develop one to two 
decades later, causing gradual 
deterioration until the person 
entered a coma and eventually 
died.

A measles vaccine would 
lighten a huge public health 
burden, and scientist John 
Enders at Boston Children’s 
Hospital was determined to 
make one. 

When a measles outbreak 
hit a boys boarding school 

There is much to be 
learned from the past; and 
once history gets a hold of 
you, it is 
hard to 
believe 
that so 
many peo-
ple don’t 
really pay 
attention 
to it. 

I am 
caught in 
the days of 
yesteryear, 
and it seems that I can’t 
make an escape. Maybe 
digging up and then putting 
down information about 
many of the days gone 
by will help alleviate my 
problem. Then once I am 
finished with it maybe I can 
get back to the future. 

The one-room country 
schools were great. I have 
always said if you had a 
good teacher it was reward-
ing and if you had a bad 
teacher it was simply horri-
ble. It was the best of times, 
or it was the worst of times. 
To me it depended on the 
way you looked at going to 
school. Was it just because 
you had to and your parents 
enforced that rule, or was 
it because you really were 
dumb enough you needed 
to, or maybe you just loved 
doing it. 

Every once in a while 
I see on Face Book about 
growing up in the 40s and 
50s and all the things we 
did and noting what we 
didn’t have. Maybe it just 
proves we were lucky to 
have survived. I don’t look 
at it quite that way though 
because I think it is what 
made us strong enough to 
prosper. We didn’t need the 
stuff that kids nowadays 
think is so important to 
make us happy. 

Yes, we did play in dusty 
old haylofts and as far as 
I remember none of us 
boys and girls ever got 
really hurt. We may have 
had a sneezing fit or two, 
a few bruises and bumps, 
but we had fun. We swung 
from ropes attached to the 

Recalling 
childhood 
brings 
nostalgia

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

Women who shaped Lincoln

See MEASLES, Page 4B

African 
American 
women 
played role 
in WWII 

See MAIL, Page 4B

Eliminating the measles

Special to The Prairie Press

This is a speculative image of Nancy 
Hanks Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln’s moth-
er. She died when her son was only nine 
after drinking tainted milk.

Black female heroes 
made sure U.S. WWII 
forces got their mail

See LINCOLN, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

Abraham Lincoln made a special trip to Coles County to visit and say goodbye to his stepmother Sarah Bush Lincoln 
before leaving for Washington to assume the presidency. The two had a truly affectionate relationship.

LINCOLN HAD TWO LOVING MOTHERS

It took centuries of science and effort to corrall humanity’s most contagious disease

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD
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about 45 minutes outside Bos-
ton in January 1954, Enders 
sent one of his researchers, 
Thomas Peebles, to collect 
blood samples. Peebles drew 
blood from infected boys, tell-
ing each one, “Young man, you 
are standing on the frontiers of 
science. We are trying to grow 
this virus for the first time. If we 
do, your name will go into our 
scientific report of the discov-
ery. Now this will hurt a little. 
Are you game?”

Within a month, Peebles 
had isolated the virus from the 
blood of 13-year-old David 
Edmonston. By 1958, the Bos-
ton Children’s team had a live 
virus measles vaccine to test in 
disabled children institutional-
ized at Fernald School and Wil-
lowbrook State School, where 
close living quarters increased 

infection risk during outbreaks. 
But the virus in the vaccine 

wasn’t weak enough: Most chil-
dren developed high fevers and 
rashes similar to mild measles. 
Enders then shared the strain 
with other scientists, includ-
ing Maurice Hilleman, the top 
Merck scientist responsible for 
developing more vaccines than 
any other person in history.

“It was toxic as hell,” Hille-
man told Offit, a protege of 
Hilleman, who recounted the 
conversation in his biography 
of Hilleman. “Some children 
had fevers so high that they had 
seizures.” 

After turning to other ex-
perts, researchers came up with 
a way to grow the vaccine safe-
ly in eggs and give the vaccine 
with a simultaneous shot of 
measles antibodies to reduce 
side effects. By March 21, 1963, 
the FDA licensed the first live 
virus measles vaccine, Merck’s 

Rubeovax.
Other measles vaccines were 

soon approved, including an 
inactivated (non-live) one that 
same month with fewer side 
effects but less protection. It 
was pulled from the market in 
1968, the same year Hilleman 
refined the vaccine into the one 
used today — one without the 
severe side effects and which 
didn’t require the extra shot of 
measles antibodies. 

By then, measles cases had 
dropped by 90 percent, and 
the CDC had already declared 
a plan to eliminate measles two 
years earlier. The next step was 
persuading parents to immu-
nize their children. 

“Many mothers simply have 
not been educated about the 
benefits of and need for immu-
nization,” noted the New York 
State Department of Health in 
1971. That same year, Hilleman 
combined measles, mumps 

and rubella vaccines into the 
single MMR shot to cut down 
kids’ total jabs. 

But it wasn’t until widespread 
school vaccination require-
ments and permanent federal 
funding that the country began 
inching toward measles elimi-
nation, finally achieved in 2000. 
(While cases of measles still 
crop up, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control defines elimina-
tion of a disease as the absence 
of continuous disease transmis-
sion for 12 months or more in a 
specific geographic area.)

“Relatively few people are 
alive now who witnessed ep-
idemics of those diseases and 
their effects,” says Stanley Plot-
kin, the scientist who devel-
oped the mumps vaccine used 
in today’s MMR. 

“As somebody who prac-
ticed university pediatrics in 
the 1950s and 60s, I don’t take 
those diseases lightly at all.”

LINCOLN
FROM PAGE 3B

rafters, made hay tunnels and 
hidden rooms in the straw but 
no one ever suffocated. 

When we found a barn with 
good floors we even had roller 
skating parties in them. We 
didn’t need TV, cell phones 
and motor powered every 
things. 

I remember milking in the 
evenings and listening to the 
Lone Ranger on the radio, 
picking potato bugs off the 
taters and either squishing 
them or putting them in a 
jar with kerosene. That was 
a lot more fun than hoeing 
the weeds and working the 
ground for planting ’cause we 
did everything by hand and 
backbone. 

Some times we got to 
help clean out the barn and 
that was fun in two different 
ways. We got to smell the 

different aromas of that stuff 
that came off in layers and we 
learned to count as we kept 
track of how many forkfuls it 
took to fill the spreader. We 
then got to have the most fun 
of all when that spreader was 
full and we took her out to 
the pasture with the old “A” 
John Deere. 

We circled until we figured 
out which way the wind was 
and then spread accordingly 
so we didn’t throw that stuff 
down our backs. Of course our 
parents didn’t let us get too 
wild and we grew up stron-
ger in more ways than one, 
depending on how strong the 
wind was that day. 

We didn’t spend all day 
in the barn lots or the fields 
because there was stuff to do 
around the house. 

We carried in water from 
the pump house along with 
coals and cobs for the kitchen 
range and the old baseburner. 

We even figured out how to 
shake the ashes out of the 
baseburner without getting 
the dust on the floor. That 
was pretty much achieved by 
getting the dust on our face 
and arms.

We ate well because we 
were hungry and knew where 
the food came from. We slept 
well because we were tired and 
didn’t fuss about going to bed. 
We didn’t get bored because 
we usually worked and played 
hard, and we went to bed at 8 
o’clock. My folks went to bed 
then too because four in the 
morning was just a few hours 
away. 

I don’t begrudge what the 
kids have today, but some-
times I think they missed 
something growing up in the 
great generation that we did.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong res-
ident of Edgar County, an author 
and retired farmer. Email him at 
rstanley1937@hotmail.com.) 

wanted to prove to myself, and 
maybe to the world, that we 
[African Americans] would 
give what we had back to the 
United States as a confirma-
tion that we were full-fledged 
citizens.”

But discrimination still in-
filtrated the Women’s Army 
Corps. Despite advertisements 
that ran in black newspapers, 
there were African Ameri-
can women who were denied 
WAC applications at local re-
cruitment centers. And for the 
6,500 black women who did 
become WACs, their experi-
ences were entirely segregated. 
The number of black WACS 
could never exceed 10 percent, 
which matched the proportion 
of blacks in the national popu-
lation.

The jobs for WACs were nu-
merous, including switchboard 
operator, mechanic, chauffeur, 
cook, typist and clerk. How-
ever, some black WACs found 
themselves routinely given me-
nial tasks, such as janitorial du-
ties, even if they had the skills 
to do more substantive work. 

But the stresses of war 
changed the trajectory of black 
women in November 1944, 
when the war department lift-
ed a ban on black WACs serv-
ing overseas. Led by African 

American Commander Char-
ity Adams Earley, the 6888 
Central Postal Directory was 
formed—an all-black, female 
group of 824 enlisted women, 
and 31 officers. Within the se-
lected battalion, most had fin-
ished high school, several had 
some years of college and a few 
had completed a degree.

After their training at Fort 
Oglethorpe, Georgia, which 
entailed crawling under logs 
with gas masks and jumping 
over trenches, the 6888th 
sailed across the Atlantic, arriv-
ing in Birmingham, England, in 
February 1945.

In unheated and poorly lit 
buildings, some with rodents 
rummaging through spoiled 
cookies and cakes, the 6888 
took on its mission of clearing 
an enormous backlog of unde-
livered mail. 

Divided into three sepa-
rate, 8-hour shifts, the wom-
en worked around the clock 
seven days a week. They kept 
track of 7 million identification 
cards with serial numbers to 
distinguish between soldiers 
with the same names. They 
investigated incomplete ad-
dresses and also had the unfor-
tunate task of returning mail 
addressed to soldiers who had 
been killed. 

To their relief, the 6888 had 
a congenial relationship with 
the Birmingham community. 

It was common for residents to 
invite the women over for tea, a 
sharp contrast to the segregat-
ed American Red Cross clubs 
the 6888th couldn’t enter.

After finishing their task in 
Birmingham, in June 1945, 
the 6888 transferred to Rouen, 
France, where they carried 
on, with admiration from the 
French, and cleared the back-
log. Next they left for Paris 
in October 1945, where they 
remained, distributing mail 
to Americans longing to hear 
from their loved ones, until 
their mission was completed in 
March 1946. 

While the work was taxing, 
as an all-black, female unit 
overseas, they understood the 
significance of their presence. 

“They knew what they did 
would reflect on all other 
black people,” said Gregory S. 
Cooke, an historian at Drexel 
University, whose documenta-
ry, “Invisible Warriors: African 
American Women in World 
War II,” highlights African 
American Rosie the Riveters. 
“The Tuskegee Airmen, the 
6888 represented all black 
people. Had they failed, all 
black people would fail. And 
that was part of the thinking 
going into the war. The black 
battalions had the burden that 
their role in the war was about 
something much bigger than 
themselves.”

Special to The Prairie Press
Lincoln Log Cabin State Park, south of Charleston, has a recreation of the two-room cabin Thom-
as and Sarah Lincoln called home after settling on the Goosenest Prairie. Lincoln occassionally 
visited here, but his last visit with his stepmother took place in the home of another relative. 
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for integrity. “He never told 
me a lie in his life — never 
evaded, never equivocated, 
never dodged.”

Sarah filled the enormous 
void in Lincoln’s life after the 
loss of his biological moth-
er. Although likely illiterate 
herself, she furthered Nan-
cy’s work in cultivating Abe’s 
reading comprehension and 
intellect. Sarah quenched her 
stepson’s thirst for knowledge 
by providing him with books 
to read. “Sarah had an appreci-
ation for the value of an educa-
tion,” Oppenheimer says. “She 
recognized early on there was 
something special about this 
boy and defended his right to 
pursue his intellectual devel-
opment.”

Stepmother and stepson 
quickly forged a loving bond. 
“His mind and mine, what 
little I had, seemed to run 
together, move in the same 
direction,” Sarah said. She 
treated Lincoln as if he was 
her flesh-and-blood by of-
fering love, kindness and en-
couragement. He returned the 
affection, calling her “Mother.” 
In 1861 Lincoln confided to a 
relative that his stepmother, 

“had been his best friend in 
this world and that no son 
could love a mother more 
than he loved her.”

When Thomas Lincoln 
died in 1851, Sarah found 
herself a widow once again. 
Lincoln helped to support his 
stepmother and maintained 
a 40-acre plot for her on the 
Illinois plains. As Lincoln de-
parted his stepmother’s side 
on his 1861 visit, tears welled 

up in her blue-gray eyes. Sar-
ah had never wanted him to 
run for president, fearful that 
something would happen to 
him. When her premonition 
was fulfilled four years lat-
er and the news from Ford’s 
Theatre arrived, Sarah pulled 
her apron over her face, be-
gan to sob and cried out, 
“They’ve killed him. I knew 
they would. I knew they 
would.”

When Sarah died in 1869, 
she was buried in a black 
woolen dress given to her by 
her stepson during their final 
reunion, a token of appreci-
ation for all she had done for 
him. “She recognized a boy 
of tremendous talent and saw 
the diamond when virtual-
ly everyone else around this 
gangly, awkward boy saw the 
rough,” Oppenheimer says. 
“That’s what mothers do.”



BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

    KANSAS- A local author is on a mis-
sion to help others to learn how to read 
the Bible for comprehension. 

Kansas resident Josiah Nichols recent-
ly released book, “Romans Roadblocks: 
Using Hermeneutics to Discover the 
Essentials of the Christian Faith,” both 
explains and demonstrates how to read 
the sacred scriptures.

    “The Bible is actually relatively easy 
to understand if you read it literally in its 
historical and grammatical content,” said 
Nichols. 

    Currently an employee of Hershey’s 
Company in Robinson, Nichols earned 
a bachelor’s degree in Bible and preach-
ing ministry and is currently attending 
online college through the Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Kansas 
City, Mo.

    “My favorite part of preaching is 
studying the Bible,” he said. “I wished 
to do something like that so I started 
doing it and that is where the series 
originated.” 

    The first book in the series, ”When 
My Ox Gores My Neighbor: Using 
Hermeneutics to Travel from Mt. Sinai to 
Mt. Zion,” was released a couple of years 
ago while his newest release, the second 
in the using hermeneutics series is now 
available on amazon.com for $14.95 and 
on Kindle for $3.99.

Hermeneutics is the branch of knowl-
edge that deals with interpretation, espe-
cially of the Bible or literary texts. It also 
explains how to share Christian faith and 
what the gospel is about.

    “Writing is similar to preparing a ser-
mon,” Nichols said. “Each chapter is like 
a small sermon to me and I consider it a 
series.” 

    He also noted it is important to cor-
rectly read the Bible to understand the 
text.

    “A lot of people read the Bible to see 
what it means to them when it is meant 
to be interpreted literally as it was writ-
ten,” added Nichols.

    He eases worshippers’ fears about 
reading the Bible, which was originally 
written thousands of years ago by many 
authors and has been rewritten in dif-
ferent languages many times through 
history. 

    Nichols encourages people not to be 
intimidated. His method of hermeneu-
tics depends on a literal reading of the 
scripture through an understanding of 
history, grammar and context. The new 
book, he said, demonstrates how to do 
that. 

    “The road to eternal life is built on 
the essential truths that I uncover in my 
book, but they could be roadblocks for 
those who reject them, hence the name 
is “Romans Roadblocks,’” said Nichols.

He rereads the Bible every six months 
and then studies the specific context that 
stands out to him on each reading.

“The harder portions of the Bible to 
understand are made easier to under-
stand by the simpler portions of the Bi-
ble,” he said, adding the simpler portions 
are more prevalent.

    As an example, Nichols said a day in 
Biblical literature is 24 hours from sunset 
to sunset and the creation story in Gen-
esis relates God created the heavens and 
Earth in six literal days before one day of 
rest.

    “These books are for anyone who 
is wanting to start reading the Bible,” 
Nichols said. “Not a lot of hermeneu-
tics books actually teach the reader by 
demonstrations on how to read the Bi-

ble. My hope is for this most recent book 
to teach the reader the essential truths of 
Christianity.”

    “Romans Roadblocks” is also avail-
able in softback from Nichols directly 
from his hermeneutics series Facebook 
site. He is also willing to teach the Bible 
and is available for sermons and mo-
tivational speaking by contacting him 
through the Facebook page.

    He lives in Kansas with his wife Cas-
sandra Dayhoff Nichols, two-year-old 
daughter Lydia and newborn daughter 
Miriam. 
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Like houses of worship 
across the U.S., Calvary Church 
in Santa Ana, Calif., typically 
hasn’t had to worry about filing 
a federal tax form.

But an obscure provision in 
the corporate tax overhaul ap-
proved by the Republican-con-
trolled Congress at the end of 
2017 may change that.

That provision imposes a 21 
percent tax on employee park-
ing benefits provided by thou-
sands of congregations and 
nonprofits from coast to coast.

To pay that tax, some 
churches may have to file form 
990-T paperwork with the IRS 
if they provide parking for em-
ployees.

“No one is ever excited to pay 
more taxes, especially on what 
used to be free parking for our 
employees, but we will comply 
with whatever the final guid-
ance is on the new tax,” said Mi-
chael Welles, executive pastor 
of Calvary Church, a Southern 

California megachurch with 
2,200 weekend attendees and 
a $5.5 million annual budget. 
“We would rather invest our 
funds into helping our commu-
nity.”

Many pastors said they were 
unaware of the new tax.

Others said they had re-
viewed the interim guidance 
on the tax — contained in a 24-
page document issued by the 
Treasury Department this past 
December — and determined 
the new provision won’t affect 
their congregation.

“This is not something 
which causes me concern,” said 
Patrick Ford, preaching min-
ister for the West Islip Church 
of Christ on Long Island, N.Y. 
“Although we have significant 
parking-related costs for snow 
removal, we do not have any 
spaces reserved for staff.”

Even if the church did have 
dedicated parking for staff-
ers, said Ford, it wouldn’t be 
enough to trigger the tax, based 
on the reporting threshold the 

IRS has established. But de-
termining that requires a fair 
amount of computations.

The fact houses of worship 
must make those calculations 
has upset leaders of national 
organizations — from the Jew-
ish Federation of North Amer-
ica to the National Council of 
Nonprofits — that advocate for 
faith groups and charities.

Brian W. Walsh, a Washing-
ton, D.C.-based attorney and 
executive director of the Faith 
and Giving Coalition, said the 
tax sets a terrible precedent.

“When you tax the fringe 
benefits that churches, syna-
gogues, mosques and other 
houses of worship offer their 
employees, you’re taking mon-
ey directly away from their abil-
ity to operate,” he said.

A for-profit company, said 
Walsh, can pass the cost of the 
tax on to customers. A church 
or other house of worship can’t 
do that.

“They can’t raise prices,” he 
said. “They typically operate on 

very slim margins. So it can be a 
huge impact financially.”

Beyond the financial cost, 
Walsh said he objects to the tax 
on principle.

“It really runs counter to ba-
sic American values about how 
we understand the proper re-
lationship between the church 
and the state,” he said. “So that 
alone is a reason why this provi-
sion should be repealed.”

According to The Wall 
Street Journal, parking and 
transportation benefits were 
deductible for for-profit em-
ployers prior to the tax over-
haul. When those deductions 
were eliminated, the rules for 
nonprofit employers were im-
plemented to keep them from 
gaining an advantage in areas 
such as transportation costs 
and parking benefits.

A survey of more than 700 
nonprofits found the new tax 
on transportation fringe ben-
efits will divert an average of 
about $12,000 per year from 
each charity’s mission, accord-

ing to the Independent Sector.
The IRS’ complicated for-

mula prompted the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission 
to publish a recent primer titled 
“Does your church need to pay 
the ‘parking lot tax’?”

“For 350,000 churches and 
more than 1 million nonprofits, 
it’s going to create a tremen-
dous headache — first of all to 
calculate how much does their 
parking benefit cost and then to 
figure out how much they owe,” 
said Galen Carey, vice presi-
dent of government relations 
for the National Association of 
Evangelicals, based in Washing-
ton, D.C.

“In many cases, they’ll prob-
ably pay more to accountants 
to figure this out than the actual 
amount of the tax,” Carey told 
RNS.

A simple way for many 
churches to avoid the tax might 
be to remove any reserved park-
ing signs for church employees 
such as the pastor, since the cal-

culation considers how many 
parking spaces are reserved for 
employees versus the general 
public.

If churches take down those 
signs by March 31 of this year, 
the IRS said that they won’t be 
subject to the tax provisions 
that went into effect on Jan. 1, 
2018.

“So that’s a deadline fast ap-
proaching,” Carey said.

Churches subject to the tax 
were supposed to begin making 
quarterly payments last year, 
although the IRS guidance of-
fered a temporary reprieve on 
penalties. 

The first form 990-T for 
those who must file it for calen-
dar year 2018 is due by May 15 
of this year.

More than 2,700 congrega-
tions and nonprofits signed a 
petition the Evangelical Coun-
cil for Financial Accountability 
sent to Congress last year, call-
ing for a full repeal of the lit-
tle-known provision in the Tax 

IRS creates ‘church parking tax’
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Kansas resident Josiah Nichols is pictured with his first two books in the series “Using Hermeneutics.” He instructs readers how 
to read and understand the Bible through demonstrations and interpretations of the books of Romans.

We all need 
perspective

Have you ever had some-
one come up to you and 
tell you, “I have some good 

news and 
some bad 
news, 
which do 
you want 
to hear 
first?”  

Many 
people 
say, “I 
want to 
hear the 

bad news 
first.” Others would rather 
hear the good news first. Of 
course that reminds me of 
a story about a young girl 
who was away at college 
and had not seen her par-
ents for quite a while.  It had 
been a difficult semester 
and she told her parents she 
was going to concentrate on 
her studies and would not 
be home for a while.  The 
next they heard from her 
was in this letter.

“I’m sorry to be so long 
in writing. Unfortunate-
ly, all my stationery was 
destroyed the night our 
dorm was set on fire by 
demonstrators. I’m out of 
the hospital now, and the 
doctors say my eyesight 
should return, sooner or lat-
er. The wonderful boy, Bill, 
who rescued me from the 
fire, kindly offered to share 
his little apartment with me 
until the dorm is rebuilt. He 
comes from a good family, 
so you won’t be surprised 
when I tell you we’re going 
to be married. In fact, since 
you’ve always wanted a 
grandchild, you’ll be glad to 
know that you’ll be grand-
parents next month.

P.S. Please disregard the 
above practice in English 
composition. There was no 
fire, I haven’t been in the 
hospital, I’m not pregnant 
and I don’t even have a 
steady boyfriend. But I 
did get a D in French and 
an F in Chemistry, and I 
just wanted to be sure you 
received this news in the 
proper perspective.”

Perspective does make 
a difference.  A piece of 
news may sound good to 
one person and terrible to 
another.  

For instance, let’s look 
at a man named George 
who loved to play golf 
and decided to start a golf 
league on Sunday morning, 
because the course was full 
every other day. He sent a 
letter to everyone he knew 
who played golf to join the 
league starting next Sunday.  

George waited a couple 
of days and received many 
replies to his invitation. 
Some people were delight-
ed, and some were not. 
One of the people who was 
not was his pastor. In his 
letter, the pastor reminded 
George he was the liturgist 
this coming Sunday and 

Search 
for scrolls 
reveals 
dipute over 
West Bank 
arifacts
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

When pieces of ancient 
pottery and never-be-
fore-seen scroll fragments 
began making their way to 
the antiquities black market 
a few years ago, archaeolo-
gists suspected looters had 
found a new cache of Dead 
Sea Scrolls.

Determined to discover 
and protect whatever scrolls 
might still be hidden in the 
parched Judean desert, a 
joint team of archaeologists 
from the Hebrew Universi-
ty of Jerusalem and Liberty 
University in Lynchburg, 
Va., began excavating some 
of the unexplored caves near 
Qumran, where all known 
Dead Sea Scrolls were found 
in the 1940s and 1950s.

“The concern was that the 
caves were being ransacked 
by locals who were illegally 
selling them,” said Randall 
Price, a professor of biblical 
and Judaic studies at Liberty 
University and co-director 
of the excavation, which 
began three years ago. “The 
Geneva Convention per-
mits salvage excavations to 
try to recover items before 
they’re lost to history.”

If and when Price’s team 
unearths additional Dead 
Sea Scrolls or other arti-
facts, both Palestinians and 
Israelis will be sure to claim 
ownership.

The question of owner-
ship comes at a particularly 
sensitive time in Israeli-Pal-
estinian relations. Palestin-
ian leaders have stepped up 
their bid for statehood by 
claiming Jews are colonial 
invaders to the region and 
denying Jewish religious or 
historical ties to the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem. 
Israeli leaders counter by ar-
guing both territories were 
parts of the biblical land of 
Israel, according to the He-
brew Bible.

On Dec. 31, Israel and the 
U.S. severed their member-
ship in UNESCO, a world 
heritage preservation body, 
after it designated ancient 
Jewish holy sites such as the 
Tomb of the Patriarchs in 
Hebron and Rachel’s Tomb 
in Bethlehem as Palestinian 
heritage sites.

Qumran is in the West 
Bank — territory Israel cap-
tured from Jordan during 
the 1967 Middle East War 
— which Palestinians say 
will be part of their future 
state.

Although international 
law assigns ownership of ar-
tifacts to the country where 
the excavation is taking 
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Comprehending the Bible

Suzanne Williams/ The Prairie Press

Local author Josiah Nichols’ newest 
book, “Romans Roadblocks: Using 
Hermeneutics to Discover the Essen-
tials of the Christian Faith,” was recent-
ly released on Amazon for $14.95. The 
book is also available from the Kansas 
resident for $10 through his Facebook 
page Using Hermeneutics Series.

While not significant enough to deeply damage church finances, pastors worry about new precedent

GAINING SOMETHING IN TRANSLATION

See TAX, Page 6B
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Pastor Andrew Brunson, the 
American evangelical impris-
oned in Turkey for almost two 
years, says he’d like to return to 
that country someday.

For now, he is grateful to be 
on U.S. soil.

“We would love to go back. 
We love the people because 
we believe God loves the peo-
ple there and we want to show 
God’s love to them,” he said 
Wednesday, Feb. 6, recalling 
fondly the decades he and his 
wife spent there before he was 
sent to prison on terrorism-re-
lated charges the U.S. declared 
were false.

“We spent 25 years in Tur-
key and someday we hope the 
conditions will be right for us 
to go back,” he said.

Brunson, who had pastored 
a small church in the coastal 
city of Izmir, spoke briefly at a 
reception in his honor hosted 
by the U.S. Commission on In-
ternational Religious Freedom, 
an independent nonpartisan 
watchdog.

Brunson recalled that US-
CIRF commissioners were 
among the first people to visit 
him in prison after his arrest in 
October 2016. The North Car-
olinian said the commissioners 
helped him to know he was not 
forgotten during his time in 
prison.

“It was a real boost to me and 
encouraged me,” said Brunson, 
adding one of the commission-
ers at the time, Sandra Jolley, 
brought him an illustrated 
Book of Psalms, “which was a 
comfort to me over the rest of 
my time there.”

Brunson was moved to 
house arrest in July 2018 and 
freed by a Turkish court a few 
months later in October.

His wife, Norine, added 
they realize, “not all stories 
end the way ours did.” She 
expressed her appreciation 
for the support they have re-
ceived.

“We are grateful for all the 
efforts, all the prayers and in 
the end,” she said, “we have to 
give glory to God.”

Her husband also expressed 

his concerns about people of 
Christian and Muslim faiths 
who he believes remain im-
prisoned unjustly in the Mus-
lim-majority nation.

“I have many friends in pris-
on in Turkey now who should 
not be in prison and many 
families have been destroyed,” 
he said.

Andrew Brunson, who plans 
to publish a book in the fall 
about his experience, also not-
ed there are other Americans 
detained in Turkey who need 
to be remembered.

“I hope that there will be 
continued interest in getting 
them released,” he said. “I don’t 
think any of them are guilty ei-
ther.”

Commissioner Tony Per-
kins, president of the Family 
Research Council, spoke of his 
fellow commissioners’ advo-
cacy for Brunson and how he 
had been at a hearing that led 
to Brunson’s release.

“I had the privilege and the 
honor of being there in the 
courtroom when the unex-
pected occurred,” said Per-

kins. “But I think a lot of folks 
across the country of different 
religious backgrounds and tra-
ditions had been praying for 
Pastor Andrew Brunson and 
we had the privilege of seeing 
those prayers answered as I 
accompanied the Brunsons 
home back here to the United 
States in October.”

The event featuring Brunson 
and held at the U.S. Capitol 
Visitor Center highlighted US-
CIRF’s Religious Prisoners of 
Conscience Project.

Commissioner Gayle Man-
chin, vice chair of USCIRF, 
stressed the efforts to bring 
home detained people is a hu-
man struggle that supersedes 
politics.

“Many of us in this room 
are mothers and fathers and 
so I ask you to pause just for a 
minute and reflect on the fact 
that this weekend the Brun-
sons’ daughter is getting mar-
ried and Rev. Brunson will 
be there to walk his daugh-
ter down the aisle,” she said. 
“They will be a family living in 
freedom again.”
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had given his word to be at 
worship.  

He also wrote, “George you 
decide if it is more important 
to you to play golf or come to 
worship.” 

Thinking as a golfer, George 

wanted to play golf, thinking 
as a Christian, he knew he 
needed to be at worship. That 
was a very important decision 
for George, and one that might 
have eternal consequences.

If George decides to keep 
his commitment to God and 
to his church, he will have 
a reward in his eternal life. 
Blowing it off and playing golf 
with his friends may have an 
immediate but not long lasting 
reward. What’s your perspec-
tive?

(The Rev. Joe Tomich is 
pastor at Paris First United 
Methodist Church. Email him at 
pjtomich@yahoo.com. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided by the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.) 

Freed from prison, pastor hopes to return to Turkey
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place, the status of the disputed 
West Bank is not so clear-cut, 
some experts say. The Palestin-
ians do not have an indepen-
dent state, and Israel, which 
most countries consider an oc-
cupying force, has not annexed 
the territory.

Legally, a conquering nation 
is prohibited from removing 
artifacts from another’s land, 
“but with the West Bank, 
it’s not so simple,” said Aren 
Maeir, a professor of archaeol-
ogy at Bar-Ilan University.

“It can be argued that the 
territory wasn’t conquered,” he 
said, referring to the territory’s 
history.

In 1947, the United Na-
tions voted to create a Jewish 
state alongside an Arab state in 
then-British Mandatory Pales-
tine.

The following year, Jordan 
and other Arab countries at-
tacked Israel, hoping to destroy 
it. When that failed, Jordan 

seized control of the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem, but 
its rule was never recognized.

Many of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, which contain the an-
cient Hebrew and Aramaic 
texts that form the basis of the 
Hebrew Bible’s canon, were 
discovered when Jordan ruled 
the territory from 1948 to 
1967.

Under the 1993 Oslo Peace 
Accord, the Palestinian Au-
thority was given civil control 
over large swaths of the West 
Bank, but not the Qumran re-
gion, in what is called Area C.

“This isn’t currently Palestin-
ian territory, and I don’t think 
there is any substantive claim 
that objects found in Area C 
would have to be returned to 
the Palestinians,” Maeir said.

A report by the Internation-
al Humanitarian Law Resource 
disagrees.

“Israel’s archaeological activ-
ities in Area C of the West Bank 
are in violation of its customary 
obligations under IHL, IHRL 
and the UNESCO legal frame-

work,” the report states.
This view is shared by 

Ahmed Rjoob, general direc-
tor of the World Heritage unit 
at the Palestinian Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities.

“The Dead Sea Scrolls and 
other artifacts belong to the 
Palestinians because they were 
found on Palestinian land. That 
applies even before 1948 when 
there was the British Mandate 
and during the years when Jor-
dan ruled,” Rjoob said.

Rjoob said two or three 
months ago, the Palestinian 
Authority asked UNESCO to 
pressure Israel into returning 
the scrolls and other artifacts 
to a museum in East Jerusalem, 
which Palestinians hope will 
be the capital of their eventual 
state.

Eugene Kontorovich, an 
international law professor at 
George Mason University in 
Arlington, Va., insists the Pal-
estinians have no claims on the 
scrolls.

“The Palestinian govern-
ment neither discovered them 

nor bought them. Indeed, a 
Palestinian Arab government 
did not even claim to exist at 
the time,” he said. “As a matter 
of cultural rights, these artifacts 
are part of the historical poster-
ity of the Jewish people, and ar-
guments to the contrary are at-
tempts to erase Jewish history.”

Price cannot envision Israel 
ever giving the items to the Pal-
estinians, whom he says claim 
the scrolls and related artifacts 
are part of their history and cul-
ture. But he argues, “there was 
no known Palestinian people,” 
at the time the artifacts were 
created.

The Dead Sea Scrolls, he 
said, help scholars understand 
Jewish texts, customs and laws. 
Many of them are copies of the 
Hebrew Bible and are written 
in Hebrew and Aramaic.

As such, they should reside 
in Israel, he said.

“This isn’t about politics and 
religion and ownership but 
saving the past from being lost 
to the people whose heritage 
this is,” he said.

TAX
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Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017.
So far, that repeal hasn’t 

happened.
“One of the confusing 

things about this new tax is 
that it is an income tax on 
expenses, not income,” said 
Dan Busby, president of the 
Evangelical Council for Fi-
nancial Accountability, based 
in Virginia. “And it is a tax 
applied to tax-exempt orga-
nizations, including church, 

for providing parking to its 
employees that perform the 
tax-exempt functions of the 
organization.”

While some lawmakers 
have been willing to repeal the 
tax, others have demanded 
different changes in the cor-
porate tax code as a condition 
for doing so, Busby said.

The federal government 
has projected that it will raise 
$1.7 billion from churches 
and charities over the next 10 
years from the parking and 
commuter benefits tax, he 

added.
“Raising taxes to offset the 

repeal of this onerous provi-
sion is generally considered to 
be a nonstarter in the Senate,” 
Busby said. “ECFA continues 
to hope for repeal of the park-
ing tax in the short term.”

Back at Calvary Church, 
Welles keeps watching up-
dates from organizations such 
as the ECFA to see if the tax 
will be repealed.

Based on his interpretation 
of the latest guidance, the pas-
tor said, he doesn’t believe his 
church will owe much. Cal-

vary Church’s parking serves 
the general public, and the 
congregation has no reserved 
spaces for employees.

“We do realize that we don’t 
pay income taxes, and we 
have exemptions for property 
taxes, so our goal is to invest 
those dollars we would have 
paid in taxes into our com-
munity in volunteer hours or 
direct contributions,” Welles 
said. “We will continue to do 
that whether or not we have to 
pay parking taxes, but we will 
just have less available from 
which to bless others.”

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216



Detroit 3 all roll out heavy-
duty pickup models this 
year

BY TOM KRISHER
AP Auto Writer

DETROIT (AP) — Nicole Fos-
ter-Beck asks a lot of the heavy-duty 
pickup truck she uses on her 43-acre 
horse farm east of Dallas.

Aside from the daily hauling, her 
2015 GMC Sierra has to be powerful 
enough to pull a heavy eight-horse 
trailer to competitions, yet cushy 
enough to keep people comfortable 
on trips as far away as Kentucky.

She’s exactly the customer that 
all three Detroit automakers will be 
courting this year when they roll 
out new or substantially updated 
heavy-duty versions of their trucks. It’s 
the first time that all three are revamp-
ing their heavy-duty trucks at the same 
time in years, which almost certainly 
will touch off a battle of ads and spec-
ifications.

Pickups from the Detroit automak-
ers were the three top-selling vehicles 
in the U.S. last year, totaling more than 
2 million in sales. Heavy-duty versions, 
with bigger frames, beds, interiors and 
engines, make up about 30 percent of 

that. They’re for those who need to 
tow and haul big things. Most buyers 
pull trailers with heavy items including 
boats, horses and recreational campers 
that can weigh around 10 tons. Many 
are used to pull trailers laden with 
equipment to job sites.

“Capability is really important for 
these folks,” said Sandor Piszar, truck 
marketing manager for General Mo-
tors’ Chevrolet brand. “They’re often 
times towing something that’s even 
more valuable than the truck itself. It 
enables what their lifestyle is.”

There’s a lot at stake for the auto-
makers, who get most of their profits 
from trucks. Around 90 percent of 
heavy-duty buyers spend thousands 
extra for powerful diesel engines, and 
many go for pricey luxury and safety 
features, paying as much as $80,000 
for a fully decked-out truck.

They also do their homework.
“Hauling a horse is not just like haul-

ing around hay,” said Foster-Beck, who 
trains show horses at Foster Farm 20 
minutes from downtown Dallas. “Your 
ability to accelerate when you need 
to, your ability to brake gently. Those 
things really matter.”

All three companies are offering 
cameras and other electronics to help 
with towing, backing and viewing sur-

rounding traffic, features that also are 
important to heavy-duty buyers.

Fiat Chrysler’s Ram brand started 
this year’s contest, unveiling a new 
heavy-duty pickup in January. The 
2019 Ram, which goes on sale in 
April, has an optional 400-horsepow-
er, 6.7-liter six-cylinder diesel with 
1,000 pound-feet of torque. The com-
pany says it can pull more than 35,000 
pounds and carry 7,680 pounds in its 
bed. Torque, a measure of rotational 
force, is a big deal for buyers because 
it’s needed especially when pulling 
trailers up big hills.

General Motors’ GMC brand was 
next with the heavy-duty Sierra. Its 
6.6-liter V8 diesel has 445 horsepower 
and 910 pound feet of torque.  In un-
veiling the heavy-duty Chevrolet Sil-
verado Tuesday, GM said it can tow up 
to 35,500 pounds with the diesel. The 
Silverado is nearly identical to the Sier-
ra, which is a little more posh.

Both GM trucks also will get a new 
401-horsepower 6.6L V8 gas engine 
with 464 pound-feet of torque and 
what GM says is stronger towing ca-
pability than its previous gas engine 
trucks.

The Silverado comes out in the mid-
dle of the year and the Sierra in late 
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URBANA — Normally, 
at this time of year, the cattle 
industry focuses on informa-
tion contained in the USDA’s 
Jan. 1 estimates of the U.S. 
cattle herd. The Cattle Inven-
tory report provides a wealth 
of information to market par-
ticipants including estimates 
of the all cattle and calves 
inventory; both the beef and 
dairy cow inventories; and 
an estimate of the prior year’s 
calf crop, according to Purdue 
University agricultural econo-
mist James Mintert. 

“This year, however, USDA 
extended the data collection 
period because of the gov-
ernment shutdown,” Mintern 
says. “The inventory estimates 
will be provided as of Jan. 31 
instead of Jan. 1, with the re-
port scheduled for release on 
Feb. 28. As a result, we’re left 

to speculate regarding what 
information the report might 
contain,” he adds. 

“U.S. cow-calf producers 
have been expanding the size 
of their herds since 2014, 
when the all cattle and calves 
inventory bottomed out at 
88.5 million head. This time 
a year ago, the all cattle and 
calves inventory stood at 94.4 
million head, nearly 7 percent 
larger than four years earlier,” 
Mintert says. 

So, what happened to the 
size of the herd in 2018? Did 
U.S. producers continue to 
increase their herds in 2018 or 
did expansion grind to a halt? 

“One of the best long-term 
indicators regarding the ex-
pansion or contraction of the 
cattle herd is the ratio of fe-
male slaughter (cows and heif-
ers) to steer slaughter. During 
expansionary phases female 
slaughter declines relative to 

steer slaughter as producers 
hold back females to expand 
their herds,” Mintert explains. 

“When expansion starts 
to slow or producers shift 
into herd liquidation, female 
slaughter increases relative to 
that of steers. Let’s take a look 
at the recent data to see if it 
conforms to this pattern,” he 
says. 

In 2013, the most recent 
year of herd liquidation, fe-
male slaughter as a percent of 
steer slaughter was relatively 
high at 96 percent. When ex-
pansion got underway female 
slaughter began falling, declin-
ing to 89 percent in 2014. Fe-
male slaughter fell even more 
sharply the next two years as 
herd expansion accelerated. 

“For example, in 2015 the 
ratio was 82 percent and in 
2016 the ratio was 80 per-
cent. The first sign that the 
industry’s expansion phase 

was slowing down appeared 
in 2017 when the ratio of fe-
males to steers in the slaughter 
mix rose to 86 percent,” Mint-
ert says. 

“What was the ratio in 
2018? Based upon USDA’s 
weekly slaughter estimates, fe-
male slaughter as a percentage 
of steer slaughter rose to about 
92 percent during 2018. The 
implication is that expansion 
during 2018 did indeed come 
to a halt, but it does not look 
like the industry shifted into a 
liquidation phase. Instead, the 
odds appear to be quite high 
that the size of the nation’s cat-
tle herd remained essential-
ly unchanged during 2018,” 
Mintert says. 

What does that mean for fu-
ture beef supplies and prices? 

“Commercial beef produc-
tion in the U.S. during 2018 
totaled 26.9 billion pounds, 
about 2.6 percent more than 

a year earlier. But per capita 
beef supplies at 57 pounds 
were virtually unchanged 
from 2017, largely because 
of a small improvement in 
beef exports combined with 
a modest decline in beef im-
ports. Commercial beef pro-
duction appears likely to rise 
in 2019, but improvements in 
foreign trade could offset the 
modest production increase 
once again, leaving domestic 
per capita supplies unchanged 
for the second year in a row,” 
Mintert explains. 

USDA’s five-market average 
price for fed steers last year 
was about $117 per cwt. With 
little change in beef supplies 
expected this year, fed steer 
prices are likely to average near 
their year-ago level. Prices for 
500-600 pound steers in Ken-
tucky averaged about $154 
per cwt. in 2018, up 3 percent 
compared to a year earlier 

when they averaged $149 per 
cwt. Prices in early 2019 start-
ed the year off weaker than 12 
months earlier, averaging just 
$135 per cwt. during January. 

“Widespread losses by cat-
tle feeders during the last half 
of 2018 weakened feeders’ de-
mand for calves, as did severe 
winter weather in January, 
as they attempt to purchase 
calves and feeders that gener-
ate more attractive breakeven 
prices,” Mintert says. “Calf 
prices in Kentucky this up-
coming year are expected to 
average below 2018’s average, 
but the decline in the annual 
average is likely to be smaller 
than what took place in Janu-
ary. Look for Kentucky steer 
calves to average in the $140s 
during 2018, assuming no 
significant crop production 
problems that would push 
feed grain prices up substan-
tially this summer and fall.” 

Gardening 
gives 
amazing 
benefits 

Cattle numbers steady in 2018

See MASTER, Page 8B
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General Motors President Mark Reuss unveils the Chevrolet Silverado HD at Flint Assembly, Tuesday, Feb. 5, in Flint, Mich. 
Pickups from the Detroit automakers were the three top-selling vehicles in the U.S. last year, totaling more than 2 million 
in sales. Heavy-duty versions, with bigger frames, beds, interiors and engines, make up about 30 percent of that. 

Detroit has hot pickup lines

While homeowners busily 
garden for aesthetic and/or 
economic reasons, research 

increasingly 
shows they 
are reaping 
physical and 
psychologi-
cal benefits. 
That’s right. 
Gardening 
is good for 
you.

One of 
the most 

obvious benefits is exercise. 
Most tasks provide moderate 
exercise with several weighing 
in on the strenuous side.

 Bones benefit especially 
from gardening because most 
of it is load-bearing exercise. 
Think about all the shoveling, 
lifting and toting involved 
in so many of the requisite 
chores associated with plant 
production. Vitamin D from 
the sun also helps bones, 
although exposure to ultra-vi-
olet rays is a negative.

Gardeners have long sung 
the therapeutic praises of 
digging in the dirt. Now we 
know why. It’s due to a strain 
of bacterium called Mycobac-
terium vaccae that triggers the 
release of serotonin, which 
elevates moods and decreases 
anxiety. 

Gardeners come in contact 
with this beneficial bacterium 
in a variety of ways. We inhale 
it while disturbing the soil, 
encounter it in our home-
grown vegetables or it enters 
a cut in our skin. M. vaccae 
is currently being tested as a 
treatment for cancer, Crohn’s 
disease and rheumatoid 
arthritis.

Studies proved years ago 
that both a view of flowers 
and trees outside, or flowers 
and foliage inside reduces 
job stress. Several years ago, 
I wrote about a study that 
concluded hospital patients 
convalesced better when they 
had plants in their rooms.

We also know leafy green 
plants clean the air in our 
homes and workplaces by 
removing low levels of chemi-
cals like formaldehyde. At the 
same time, they add oxygen 
to the air.

Officials in Chicago no-
ticed that inner city housing 
developments with fresh 
vegetation had roughly half 
the crime of developments 
without.

If security is an issue in 
your neighborhood, growing 
thorny shrubs under ground 
floor windows helps discour-
age break-ins.

What about the benefits to 
your pocket? Well-landscaped 
homes, especially trees 
increase the value of your 
property. Trees that shade the 
house and A/C unit decrease 
power bills. And, don’t forget 
all the free vegetables and 
fruit.

Two hundred and for-
ty-three years after the not-yet 
United States declared its inde-
pendence in a 
lengthy letter 
to England’s 
King George 
III, the old 
enemies are, 
yet again, new 
allies.

This time, 
however, it’s 
an unlikely 
alliance of 
defiance; both are challenging 
international institutions like 
the World Trade Organiza-
tion and the European Union 
(E.U.) which some lawmakers 
say interfere — and, worse, il-
legitimately overrule — their 
sovereign laws of state.

The complaints, however, 
aren’t out of left field; both 
have the support of voters. For 
the U.S., it came in the Nov. 
2016 election of President 
Donald J. Trump. For the Unit-
ed Kingdom (U.K.), it was the 
June 2016 triumph of Brexit 
— shorthand for British exit, 
or its move to leave the E.U., 
the 28-nation quilt that stretch-
es from Hungary to Northern 
Ireland.

But like Mr. Trump’s victory 
here, the Brexit win ignited as 
much controversy as it quelled. 
First, it split the U.K. as a 
union; voters in Northern Ire-
land and Scotland voted to stay 
while voters in England and 
Wales voted to leave. It also di-
vided the U.K.’s ruling political 
party, the Conservatives, who, 
then led by David Cameron, 
openly opposed Brexit until 
they were for it after its slim 1.8 
percent win.

U.K. farmers, however, were 
not on the fence. According 
to Farmers Weekly, a British 
farming magazine, 53 percent 
supported Brexit despite a pre-
vote estimate that it could cost 
them up to 60 percent of their 
annual income, the percentage 
of U.K. farm income received 
through E.U.’s agricultural sub-
sidy programs.

Much of that support hinged 
on the belief that U.K. food ex-
ports would find better mar-
kets—even in scorned Europe 
— after being unleashed from 
the E.U.’s trade and environ-
mental rules.

There was scant evidence to 
confirm it, though. In fact, in 
Jan. 2017, Informa Agribusi-
ness Intelligence estimated  
the loss of E.U. farm subsidies 
could mean 90 percent of U.K. 
farms would face collapse.

After the dire forecast, the 
U.K. government stepped in 
to promise to make up any E.U. 
shortfall through 2020, and 
longer if needed. How it hopes 
to do so remains unclear.

What is crystal clear, howev-
er, is that U.K. politicians have 
no idea on how to deliver the 
democracy voters demanded 
in 2016. Two years of tough 
negotiations between the E.U. 

Heading 
for the 
Brexit

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER 
GARDENER 

Special to The Prairie Press

All three Detroit automakers are rolling out new heavy-duty pickup trucks this year — including Ford — courting buyers 
who tow heavy trailers for work or recreation. The introductions are sure to spark claims about horsepower, torque, 
towing capacity and payload hauling. See GUEBERT, Page 8B
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Herd expansion and liquidation trends held even, USDA predicts steer prices will be similar to last year

HOPING TO CONTINUE A TREND

See TRUCKS, Page 8B
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and British Prime Minister 
Theresa May (who became 
leader when Cameron 
resigned after backing the 
wrong Brexit horse) collapsed 
in ruin Jan. 15 when May was 
crushed by an overwhelming 
anti-deal vote in Parliament’s 
House of Commons.

Worse, perhaps, many of 
the nay votes came from May’s 
own Conservative colleagues 
who — as if to confirm there 
always will be an England — 
overwhelmingly supported 
her the next day when the 
opposition Labor Party called 
for (and lost) a vote of no con-
fidence in her leadership.

May’s Brexit loss and her 
no-confidence win, however, 
doesn’t mean Brexit is dead 
or that a second, national 

GUEBERT
FROM PAGE 7B

MASTER
FROM PAGE 7B

This winter fill your 
home with houseplants. 
This spring get outside 
and play in the dirt. You 
will be better for it. If you 
need suggestions on what 
to plant, call the Master 
Gardeners of Edgar Coun-
ty Extension at 217-465-
8585

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member 
of the University of Illinois 
Extension Master Gardeners 
of Edgar County. Email her 
at janphipps@gmail.com.)
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With Trump tariff pay-
ments boosting Corn Belt 
farm revenue, farmer confi-
dence shot to its highest level 
since last June, just before the 
trade war began against Chi-
na, said the monthly Ag Econ-
omy Barometer published by 
Purdue University. Producers 
polled by Purdue said they 
expect ag exports to increase 
in the years ahead, an indirect 
sign they expect a beneficial 
resolution with China. 

President Trump has set 
a March 1 deadline for a Si-
no-U.S. agreement or he will 
order a steep increase, to 25 
percent, in tariffs on $200 bil-
lion worth of Chinese prod-
ucts. China retaliated against 
previous U.S. tariffs by setting 
high duties on U.S. goods, 
including farm exports. The 
most prominent ag target 
is soybeans. China used to 
buy 1 in 3 bushels of the U.S. 
crop. Sales have plummeted, 
although China said it would 
buy 5 million tonnes of the oil-

seed this month while bilateral 
negotiations are held. 

Purdue said its ag barometer, 
a gauge of farmer sentiment, 
climbed 16 points in January, 
its first survey of producers 
since the administration an-
nounced a second round of 
Trump tariff payments, official-
ly the Market Facilitation Pro-
gram, and since the enactment 
of the 2018 farm law. “Both of 
[them] appear to have helped 
boost farmer sentiment,” said 
Purdue. 

As of Monday, the USDA 
had sent $6.41 billion in cash 
to producers, with an addition-
al $1.2 billion in payments pos-
sible from claims that were be-
ing processed. Nearly 805,000 
applications have been sub-
mitted. February 14 is the 
deadline to apply. As expected, 
soybeans are the leading com-
modity for payments, and the 
top states for payments, Illinois 
and Iowa, are the premiere soy-
bean producers. 

For months, analysts have 
said Chinese leaders are well 
aware of the impact felt by 

farmers, a loyal Trump bloc, 
when it it buys or shuns U.S. 
soybeans. 

“What’s going to happen 
with respect to trade negotia-
tions continues to weigh heav-
ily on U.S. farmers’ minds,” 
wrote Purdue economists 
James Mintert and Michael 
Langemeier in discussing the 
results of the survey. A larger 
portion of grain and livestock 
producers, 63 percent, believe 
ag exports will increase over 
the next five years than the 59 
percent registered in the pre-
ceding poll. And more farmers 
believe they will be better off fi-
nancially a year from now than 
did a month ago. 

A large majority of U.S. 
growers are sticking with 
soybeans despite low market 
prices and lost sales due to the 
trade war, according to the Pur-
due survey. Two thirds say they 
will plant the same amount of 
soybeans as in 2018, and 8 per-
cent say they will plant more. 

One quarter say they will 
reduce their soybean plantings, 
roughly the same as the 30 per-

cent who said in November 
they would scale back. There 
may be a slight thaw in plans. 
In November, 69 percent of 
those planning a reduction 
said they would slash plantings 
by more than 10 percent; this 
time, 58 percent would reduce 
plantings by more 10 percent. 
The USDA has projected a 7 
percent drop in soybean area 
this spring, to 82.5 million 
acres, while wheat and corn 
gain land. 

In recent weeks, soybean 
prices have strengthened in 
comparison to corn, the most 
popular alternative crop. The 
price increases indicate wide-
spread belief a settlement will 
restart U.S. soybean exports, 
say analysts. 

Without higher domestic 
or foreign demand, “Soybean 
acreage seems destined to be 
well above levels necessary to 
produce an average price in 
the mid-$9 range and meet the 
cost of production in Illinois,” 
said economist Todd Hobbs, 
of the University of Illinois on 
the farmdoc Daily blog. 

Tariff payments boosting farmer confidence

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

An interesting bit of history 
comes up for sale February 12 
in Charleston. 

One parcel of a nine-tract, 
590-acre land auction in Coles 
County is a 30-acre tract that 
used to be owned by Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Yes, the Abraham Lincoln – 
the 16th president of the Unit-
ed States. 

Scott Wingert, who oper-
ates the auction sale bill web-
site Midwest Auction, wrote 
an interesting blog post about 
the upcoming sale, which is 
being conducted by one of his 
friends, Michael Stanfield of 
Stanfield Auction. 

In short, before Abraham 
Lincoln became president, he 
bought 40 acres for his father, 
Thomas, paying $200 for the 
lot. He leased the land back to 
his father for $1 for the rest of 
his father’s life. 

According to Wingert’s blog 
post, the Best family bought 30 
of those acres at a foreclosure 
auction in January 1989. In all, 
they bought 125 acres that day, 
for $98,500 total. 

In a phone interview, Stan-
field says the upcoming sale 

has been heavily advertised. 
The whole package is good 
farmland, but the aura sur-
rounding the Lincoln parcel is 
significant. Will that single par-
cel have extra value due to its 
historical significance? 

“I really feel like, from the 
interest I have had, there could 
be,” Stanfield told Successful 
Farming magazine in a phone 
interview. “It lays almost total-
ly adjacent to the Lincoln Log 
Cabin State Park.” 

According to Ron Best, one 
of the five siblings who owns 
Best Farms, Inc., the 30-acre 
tract his family bought in 1989 
was originally part of a 40-acre 
piece Abraham Lincoln bought 
in 1841. Ten acres of that tract 
were split off that piece, with 6 
acres becoming part of the Illi-
nois State Park and 4 acres put 
into a trust. 

The Best family bought the 
land 30 years ago because it is 
contiguous to the rest of the 
family farm. The truth is, the 
land’s primary value is growing 
corn and soybeans. It isn’t as if 
Abraham Lincoln’s top hat will 
be auctioned off, Best points 
out. “Thirty acres can’t sit on 
a shelf,” he says. “From my 
standpoint, it doesn’t have a lot 
of extra value” because of who 
owned it. 

That doesn’t mean the Best 
family doesn’t appreciate the 
historic significance of the 
property. Actually, the Lin-
colns and the Bests go back 
several generations. Thomas 

Lincoln (the president’s fa-
ther) and Sarah Bush (the 
president’s stepmother) came 
to Coles County,from Ken-
tucky. The Best family emigrat-
ed from the same area. 

“They were close neighbors 
and the families interacted,” 
says Best, whose great-grand-
father was 12 years old when 
Abraham Lincoln came 
through Coles County and 
stopped at the grade school on 
his way to Washington, D.C. 
where he was set to take office 
as the nation’s president. “My 
great-grandfather was one of 
the kids who shook his hands.” 

Still, based on Best’s re-
search, Abraham Lincoln 
had little to do with Coles 
County, despite his father and 
stepmother living there. “Ac-
cording to one account I read, 
family members were begging 
Abraham to see his father the 
last two years prior to his fa-
ther’s death,” Best says. “He 
never did.” 

Upon Thomas Lincoln’s 
death in 1851, the lease was 
transferred to the president’s 
stepbrother, John D. Johnston. 
Best has a copy of the original 
deed, as the original is locked 
away in the Coles County 
Courthouse. 

The Best family is selling the 
farm simply because the five 
siblings are ready to retire and 
liquidate the family corpora-
tion. 

In a phone interview, Stan-
field says he is privileged to sell 

the Bests’ land. 
Ron Best is a lifelong friend, 

he says. “I’m honored to sell 
the property.” 

The land auction – which 
happens to be on Lincoln’s 
birthday in a hotel on Lincoln 
Avenue in downtown Charles-
ton – will feature high-quality 
land, which Stanfield rates as 
very good Class B.

The entire package is nearly 
100 percent contiguous, with 
the exception of a 40-acre par-
cel ½ mile north of the rest of 
the property. The last three 
years, corn yields have ranged 
from 190 to 238 bushels per 
acre; beans have ranged from 
65 to 77 bushels per acre across 
the farm. 

The Crop Productivity In-
dex on the farm across all 590 
acres averages 129.2 with a 
range between 100 and 144. 
Predominant soil types are 
Fincastle, Toronto and Raub 
silt loams. 

Two tracts have improve-
ments, including 45,000 
bushels of grain storage and a 
machine shed on a two-acre 
parcel, and three metal ma-
chine sheds on a 70-acre parcel. 

There is a history of grid soil 
samples on the property, and 
in 2017, about 550 tons of lime 
were spread across the acreage. 

Due to the significance of 
the property, Stanfield expects 
a good crowd on Tuesday. As 
for the Best family, the end of 
an era means the family mem-
bers can have a good life. 

Lincoln’s land in Coles County to sell at auction 
40 acres in Coles 
County, IL once 
owned by Abraham 
Lincoln, are part of 
590-acre auction

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils 
Cooperating | Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and 

employment. If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend, call 217-826-5422.

go.illinois.edu/tack 

I’ll do it all, just ask!
*Deck cleaning/staining * Fencing 

* Tear outs * Trim work * Drywall * Small 
excavation/land clearing * Demolition

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Let us help you FILL UP your 
FREEZER 

Don’t know what to do with your 
TAX RETURN?

132 N. Illinois St. • Chrisman, IL 61924

hrisman Cafe´
Ph. 217-269-2826

Hrs: Sunday & Monday 6 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

Breakfast Buffet: Saturday & Sunday 7 a.m-10:30 a.m.
Lunch Buffet: Everyday 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Supper Buffet: Tuesday-Saturday 4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Delivery: NEW! Offering local deliveries!

Call us for all your catering needs.

Brexit vote will be held. 
Brexit is Brexit, she has said, 
and political leaders are duty 
bound to honor the 2016 
results.

U.K. farmers are equally 
stiff-lipped. Recent polling 
shows their 2016 support, 
53 percent to leave, remains 
solid despite the likely loss of 
generous E.U. farm payments 
and some, maybe most, of the 
62 percent of U.K. ag exports 
now sold into the E.U.

So why do it?
Because, as Prime Min-

ister Theresa May has said 
repeatedly, it’s what the voters 
said they want. As such, right, 
wrong, or indifferent, the 
search for a workable Brexit 
will continue.

 Which raises a simple ques-
tion: Is there such a thing as a 
workable Brexit? The answer, 
so far, is no.

Which leads to an even 
more elemental question: 
While nations around 
the world are establishing 
deeper financial, cultural, and 
manufacturing links through 
blockchain technologies, ar-
tificial intelligence and global 
trade, why would any nation 
burn most of its political 
capital to remove itself from 
this more-integrated future to 
become an island of antiquity?

In your search for an 
answer, remember the U.K. 
isn’t the only nation look-
ing to go it alone in today’s 
increasingly interconnected 
world. Many leaders in its 
former colony are advocat-
ing the same thing.

(Alan Guebert is an 
award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who was 
raised on an 720-acre, 100-
cow southern Illinois dairy 
farm. Email him at agcomm@
farmandfoodfile.com.)

summer.
Ford also is unveiling a 

new Super Duty version 
of the F-Series Tuesday 
and putting it on display at 
the Chicago auto show. It 
didn’t release power num-
bers but said the new truck, 
due out in the fall, will offer 
the company’s highest-ever 
towing and payload ratings. 
Ford also added a larger 
7.3-liter V8 gasoline engine 
to its lineup, joining a small-
er V8 and a 6.7-liter diesel. 
The larger gasoline V8 gives 
people more towing ability 
at a cost lower than a diesel, 
said Todd Eckert, Ford’s 
truck marketing manager.

Prices haven’t been an-
nounced for any of the 
trucks.

TRUCKS
FROM PAGE 7B
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
 1. Make ale
 5. Residue
 8. Female parent
12. Succulent plants
14. OJ’s judge
15. Czech river
16. Embarrassing predicament
18. NHL legend Bobby
19. Sunfish
20. One who acclaims
21. On the __: running away
22. Oklahoma’s “Wheat Capital”
23. The Golden State
26. Merrymake
30. Siberian nomads
31. Pock-marked
32. Baleen whale
33. Leaf-footed bug genus
34. Treasure
39. Tanzanian shilling
42. Changed
44. Intestinal pouches
46. Walked in a celebratory way
47. South American mountain 
chain
49. Jai __, sport
50. Consumed
51. Firm
56. Pubs
57. Leafy drink
58. Cured
59. Northern wind of France
60. Tax collector
61. Respite from the sun
62. American spy Aldrich
63. Central Standard Time
64. Myanmar ethnic group

Clues Down
 1. Crush
 2. Razorbill genus

 3. “Full House” actress 
Loughlin
 4. Bluish green
 5. Garlic mayonnaise
 6. Attacks repeatedly
 7. Secretion
 8. Special instance
 9. A handsome youth loved 
by Aphrodite
10. Tree genus in the 
mahogany family
11. Israeli city
13. Formed a theory

17. Remove
24. Type of light
25. Repeats
26. Certified public accountant
27. River in eastern France
28. Returned material 
authorization (abbr.)
29. Special __: military group
35. Ribonucleic acid
36. Not even
37. Power transmission belt
38. Doctor of Education
40. Type of nerve

CROSSWORD

41. Types of tops
42. Large primate
43. Flooded, low-lying land
44. Gritty
45. Gets up
47. Stake
48. Not the most
49. Swedish rock group
52. Expresses pleasure
53. Expression of boredom
54. Queen of Sparta
55. Where Adam and Eve 
were placed at the Creation

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

Perhaps the most extraor-
dinary meteor set ever ob-
served was Feb. 9, 1913. On 
that night, observers along 
the US-Canadian border 
and several ships at sea 
independently reported a 
mysterious meteor proces-
sion. All reports matched 
with the event described as 
a train of meteors, one after 
another, moving horizon-
tally and spaced evenly 
apart. The large flaming 
objects moved horizontally 
and each remained in view 

for almost a minute. 
When the angle is right 

and the original rock big 
enough there is some left 
to collide with the ground. 
The charred rock hitting 
the surface is classified as a 
meteorite. 

A meteorite surviving the 
trip through the atmosphere 
is usually pebble sized at the 
time of impact and the small 
rock blends in the soil. Near 
the poles a rock embedded 
in the upper ice layers is 
likely a meteorite and much 
easier to identify. 

These extraterrestrial 
gemstones can be more 

valuable than diamonds. 
Christie’s Auction House 
expects a meteorite found 
in Siberia to bring more 
than $20,000. While they 
have interesting crystal pat-
terns, meteorites are worth 
even more to science. 

Meteorites offer a rare in-
sight into the composition 
and formation of the solar 
system. Only a few per year 
are found, sometimes from 
a totally unexpected source. 

A few meteorites found 
on Earth are rocks from 
Mars. During especially 
violent Martian volcanic 
eruptions, material was 

ejected into space and some 
has landed on Earth. At 
least one of the samples 
brought back from the 
moon by Apollo astronauts 
was a rock from Earth. 
They theorize an asteroid 
impact long ago blasted 
Earth material into space 
where some later impact-
ed the moon. Astronauts 
picked the rock up and 
brought it home. 

It is quite rare for a rock 
on a collision course with 
Earth to make it through 
the atmosphere and remain 
large enough to do dam-
age. There was a 1954 

case when a meteorite hit 
an Alabama woman, and 
a parked car in New York 
was hit in 1992. The real 
fear is an asteroid the size 
of a mountain impacting 
the Earth with more power 
than a nuclear explosion. 
This happens every few 
million years. 

John Hopkins University 
scientists are working with 
NASA to test a rocket probe 
to target an asteroid. The 
objective is to see if they 
can target and impact into a 
small asteroid with enough 
momentum to change its 
trajectory. It only takes a 

micro-change at a great 
distance to shift the angle and 
completely miss the Earth. 
This is precision target shoot-
ing at a nearly invisible object, 
and the initial odds are low. 
They are going to try, but this 
is a challenge far greater than 
any trick shot ever attempted 
by Annie Oakley in Old West 
shows. 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology and 
curriculum director for the Shi-
loh School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us)

slept in a home friendly to the 
Sheltons, Birger hoodlums 
drove past and sprayed Tom-
my gun fire. That unnerved the 
guests. Furthermore, they ner-
vously watched the Sheltons 
rig three packages for airdrop, 
wrapped with telephone wire, 
containing dynamite and ni-
troglycerine, something scary 
to carry aboard the plane.

Kane flew the Jenny. A Shel-
ton gangster sat fidgety in the 
back seat. Shady Rest was lo-
cated. Kane circled, then flew 
overhead. Gunfire erupted at 
the plane from the ground, 
but missed. Two of the bombs 
tossed overboard failed to ex-
plode on impact. They missed 
the target, anyway. Bomb 
number three did explode, 
missed Shady Rest, but instead 
blew up a cockfighting arena, 
killing Birger’s favorite pet, a 
bulldog, plus a captive eagle.

A few days later, Kane and 
Mundale enjoyed the friendly 
landscape of Iowa. Not too 
friendly, however, because the 

Cadillac they’d accepted was 
tracked down by law officers 
as stolen property.  They paid 
a $100 fine and served 60 days 
in jail.

As for Charlie Birger, the 
attempted bombing raid an-
gered him so much that he and 
his thugs launched a killing 
rage. Their victims included a 
mayor, a state trooper and the 
trooper’s wife. 

The gang became fast ac-
quainted with lifetime prison 
sentences and the gallows. 
Charlie Birger, himself, 
enjoyed the distinction of 
being the last person legally 
hanged in Illinois – 1928. The 
Sheltons lived on for a couple 
more decades.

Kane and Mundale never 
cared much for flying in Illi-
nois after that. The bombing 
attack was a tactical failure, but 
it yielded positive results – the 
ultimate end of the Birger 
Gang.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

BIRTHDAY
FROM PAGE 1B

Pippin, Kentucky Red Streak, 
Illinois Red and Funkhouser. 
Apples also came in a variety of 
shapes, colors and textures. 

The foods people eat as a 
child growing up sets their 
tastes and preferences for life. 
It is possible to expand the pal-
ate beyond that experience for 
those willing to be adventur-
ous but the foods of youth still 
bring comfort and satisfaction.

Lincoln grew up poor in the 
backwoods and frontier areas 
of Kentucky and Indiana. As 
an adult, he struck out on his 
own in New Salem, another 
crude frontier hamlet. Game 
and freshwater fish were like-
ly some of the foods he ate in 
those places, although there is 
scant evidence Lincoln actual-
ly hunted or fished. 

These experiences devel-
oped a preference for simple 
dishes, which is echoed by a 
rare statement Lincoln made 

about food. He expressed such 
a fondness for corncakes that 
he could eat them as fast as two 
women could cook them.

Simple dishes were on the 
menu for Lincoln’s first in-
augural dinner: mock turtle 
soup, corned beef and cabbage, 
parsley potatoes, blackberry 
pie and coffee. The second in-
augural was a much different 
and French-influenced affair 
consisting of about 64 separate 
dishes, including the option for 
calf ’s foot and wine jellies.

The 210th anniversary of 
Lincoln’s birth is Tuesday, Feb. 
12. If anybody wants to hon-
or the memory of the 16th 
president, replicating the first 
inaugural meal is probably a 
doable project. The basic meal 
can be augmented by adding 
some other things Lincoln 
liked, such as his mother’s gin-
gerbread men, Mary Lincoln’s 
white almond cake and throw 
in some of his other favorites 
like corncakes and pickled oys-
ters. 

MARY LINCOLN’S WHITE 
ALMOND CAKE (ADAPTED)

1 cup blanched almonds cut 
and chopped to a coarse flour

1 cup butter
2 cups sugar
3 tsp baking powder
1 cup milk
6 egg whites
1 tsp vanilla extract
confectionary sugar

Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
and grease and flour a Bundt 
cake pan. 

Cream butter and sugar. Sift 
the flour and baking powder 

three times. Add the flour to 
the creamed butter and sugar, 
alternating with the milk. When 
the liquid is incorporated, stir in 
the almonds and beat well.

Beat the egg whites to make 
stiff peaks and fold into the 
batter. Add the vanilla.

Pour the batter into the pre-
pared pan and bake for an hour 
or until it passes the toothpick 
test.

Let cool on a wire rack. After 
the cake has cooled dust with 
confectioners sugar. Another 
option is to cover with a basic 
white icing and sprinkle with 
almonds.



GATEWAY GAS &  ADVERTISING 
SHOW. Feb 14-16.  Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, 3000 S. Dirksen Pkwy, 
Springfield, IL  FREE ADMISSION! 
Room-to-Room, Indoor/Outdoor 
Vending www.gatewaygas.com 
906-250-1618

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 
10 years experience.
References on request, 
Call 217-504-3985

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street,
 Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm.   We pay cash!

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 
1-866-931-8891

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

Substitute Driver 
Eastern Illinois University 
is seeking service-oriented, 
student-centered individuals 
to serve as a substitute driver 
for the Panther Shuttle Service.  
Drivers are required to operate 
various vehicles depending 
on need.  Drivers typically 
drive a 20 passenger bus. 
The shuttle service runs from 
late August to early May on 
Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m. to 
9:00pm and Saturday-Sunday 
from 3:00pm to 9:00pm. (We 
are currently looking for a driver 
who has day time availability.)  
Applicants must present a 
valid Illinois Class A or B CDL 
with a “P” endorsement, a 
current medical certificate, and 
a driver’s abstract at the time of 
application.  Applicants who are 
hired must pass a background 
investigation and drug test and 
will be subject to random drug 
testing throughout employment. 
Base pay is $11.25/hour.
Please submit application and 
resume online at https://www.
eiu.edu/~humanres/application/
login.php  .
Review of applications begins 
immediately.

Department of Human 
Resources – Employment
Eastern Illinois University
Old Main, Room 2020
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, IL  61920
AA/EEOE

Effingham Equity in Marshall 
is accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2019 
planting season: 

• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 

Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact 
George Dallmier at 
(217) 826-6331 or 
(800) 635-6327

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice 2br duplex apt 
on east lake.
Washer, dryer dishwasher, 
stove, refrigerator 
$675 month + dep
Call 466-8210 1yr lease

Very nice 1bd room apt 
$495+dep 1yr lease 
Call 466 8210

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep
 $625/Month 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  
No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

Apartment for Rent
Quiet neighborhood. 1 bedrm. 
upper apt. stove, fridge, window 
a.c., trash $425.00/mo
2 bedrm. lower apt. stove, fridge, 
central air, trash, w/d hookup 
$525.00/mo
References, lease, deposit, no 
pets.
217-251-2184

2 bedroom apartment in 
Chrisman, IL $450.00 a month 
plus deposit. 
Call 217-597-4144

Daddy Daughter Dance
Sat., February 9
6:00-8:00 pm

St. Mary’s Parish Hall
DJ Music, Finger Foods

Mementos & Photos

CSA SIGN UP FOR 2019
Pa Pa’s Produce Patch is now 
accepting CSA memberships 
for the 2019 season.  
Last year we had 32 families sign 
up to receive a weekly produce 
box during our growing season.  
This year we have added 
additional spots so that more 
people can experience our local 
farm fresh produce.  We have 
also shortened our CSA season 
to lower the total cost to families.  
Our CSA season this year will 
begin in June and run through 
the month of September for a 
total of 17 weeks.  
A CSA membership is a great 
way to obtain a wide variety of 
fruits and vegetables without the 
work.  To learn more about our 
CSA go to Pa Pa’s Produce Patch 
on Facebook or call Ken Brooks 
at 217-264-0789.

Yoga with
Mimosas & Bloody Marys

Saturday, Feb 16
10:00 a.m.

The Hall
614 N Main St

Yoga instructed by Brittany 
Rhodes followed by a treat!  25 
mat spaces available. 
$10 per ticket. 
Message, text or call 
217-822-7623 for tickets or more 
information.

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second speed No 
contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-877-649-4346

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-409-3253

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels 
& 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT Package.) 
AT&T Internet 99 Percent 
Reliability. Unlimited Texts to 120 
Countries w/AT&T Wireless. Call 
4 FREE Quote- 1-855-894-0529

WANTED
Ariens Rear Tine Tiller model 
901000 for parts
phone 217-466-2050
Leave Message

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on January 18, 2019 a certificate 
was file din the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

SCOTT’S GARAGE
Located at: 15699 E 300th Rd, 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Scott L. Plummer
Dated: January 18, 2019
August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

STATE OF ILLINOIS
CIRCUIT COURT
EDGAR COUNTY

PUBLIATION NOTICE OF
COURT DATE FOR

REQUEST FOR NAME CHANGE
(ADULT)

Request of:
Cristie Lynn Keys

There will be a court date on my 
request to change my name from:
Cristie Lynn Keys
to the new name of:
Cristie Lynn Denton

The court date will be held on 
March 8, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. at 
115 West Court St., Paris, Edgar 
County, in Courtroom #1.

Cristie Lynn Keys

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of
HERSHEL MULVANEY,
Deceased.

No. 2019-P-2

NOTICE TO HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES — WILL ADMITTED

Notice is given to Holly Mulvaney, 
who is an heir or legatee in the 
above proceeding to probate a 
will and whose address is not 
stated int he petition to admit the 
will to probate, that an order was 
entered by the court on January 
25, 2019, admitting the will to 
probate.

Within 42 days after the effective 
date of the original order of 
admission you may file a petition 
with the court to require proof 
of the will by testimony of the 
witness to the will in open court 
or other evidence, as provided in 
section 6-21 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/6-21).

You also have the right under 
section 8-1 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest 
the validity of the will by filing a 
petition with the court within 6 
months after admission of the 
will to probate.

E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions.  To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider.  Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/

service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider.  If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp, or talk with 
your local circuit clerk’s office.

Dated: January 29, 2019
Georgia O’Brien, Representative

Karen L. Burkybile
Attorney At Law
15175 US HWY 150
Paris, IL 61944
217-465-5525
kburkybile@frontier.com

CITY OF CHRISMAN 
ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE REQUIRING 
THAT DOGS BE KEPT 

AND MAINTAINED UNDER 
RESTRAINT WITHIN CITY 

LIMITS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council 
of the City of Chrisman, Illinois, 
that:

SECTION 1

 A. Each owner shall keep and 
maintain his or her dog under 
restraint; provided, however, that 
this section shall not apply to any 
dog being used for rescue or law 
enforcement work. It shall be 
unlawful for any owner to allow 
his or her dog to cross outside 
the property line of its owner to 
any extent, including reaching 
through, over or under a fence, 
unless the dog is leashed or 
caged and under the control of 
its owner or another responsible 
person.
 B. Violation of any provisions of 
this Section shall be unlawful and 
punished with a $25.00 fine for 
the first offense, a $50.00 fine for 
the second offense and a $100.00 
fine for the third offense. Any 
violations after the third offense 
shall be punished in accordance 
with Section 90.99 of Chapter 90  
of the City of Chrisman, Illinois 
Code of Ordinances.

SECTION 2

  Any ordinance or clause or 
provision of any Ordinance in 
conflict with this Ordinance is 
hereby repealed.

SECTION 3

  This Ordinance shall take full 
effect from and after its passage, 
signing, recording and publica-
tion pursuant to law.

CITY OF CHRISMAN 
ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE REGULATING 
FOWL

WITHIN CITY LIMITS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council 
of the City of Chrisman, Illinois, 
that:

SECTION 1	

 A. For the purpose of this section, 
fowl shall be defined as a chicken, 
hen, rooster, pigeon, duck, goose, 
guinea, turkey, peacock or water 
fowl.
 B. It shall be unlawful to keep 
fowl within the City, except as 
provided in this Section.
C. No more than six fowl may be 
kept at any residence within the 
City, kept in accordance with the 
provisions of this Section.
 D. The yard or the area in which 
fowl may be kept shall be fully 
enclosed in such a manner as to 
prevent their escape. 
 E. All enclosures shall be con-
structed and maintained in such 
a manner as to be free of rodent 
infestations at all time.
F. Every coop, shelter or yard 
in which fowl are kept shall be 
maintained in a clean, dry and 
sanitary manner to prevent 
the accumulation of waste, the 
emanation of noxious odors, or 
the presence of pests, rodents or 
other vermin. Any dirt or refuse 
resulting from the fowl shall be 
dispose in a clean and sanitary 
fashion.
G. All feed and other items that 
are associated with the keeping 
of fowl that are likely to attract 
or become infested with rats, 
mice or other rodents shall be 
protected in a container with a 
tightly fitted lid so as to prevent 
rodents from access.
H.  No person shall allow fowl to 
produce noise loud enough to 
disturb the peace of persons or 
reasonable sensitivity, and all 
such noise is hereby declared a 
nuisance and it shall be unlawful 
for any person to allow such a 
nuisance to exist.
I. Any person keeping fowl 
within the City as provided in this 
section shall first obtain a permit 
to do so, on an application form 
provided by the City the fee of 
which shall be $10.00, and which 
shall be valid for a period of one 
(1) year at the permitted address. 
Permit applications shall not be 
accepted until enclosure has 
passed a final inspection by a 
City Official or City Police Officer. 

Each permit shall include written 
permission for any City Official or 
City Police Officer to access the 
yards of the residence for the pur-
pose of verifying the compliance 
with the provisions of this section 
from time to time. Fowl permits 
are non-transferable. A person 
found to be keeping fowl without 
a fowl permit will have seven (7) 
days from notification to achieve 
compliance with these standards 
resulting from inspection by City 
Official or City Police Officer.
J. A permit holder found in 
violation of any of the provisions 
of this sectionwill have seven (7) 
days from notification to achieve 
compliance with these standards. 
If it is not achieved, the permit will 
be revoked. The owner may reap-
ply, subject to site inspection.
K.  Violation of any provisions of 
this Section shall be unlawful and 
punished with a $25.00 fine for 
the first offense, a $50.00 fine for 
the second offense and a $100.00 
fine for the third offense. Any 
violations after the third offense 
shall be punished in accordance 
with Section 90.99 of Chapter 90 
of the City of Chrisman, Illinois 
Code of Ordinances.

SECTION 2

 Any ordinance or clause or provi-
sion of any Ordinance in conflict 
with this Ordinance is hereby 
repealed.

SECTION 3

 This Ordinance shall take full 
effect from and after its passage, 
signing, recording and publica-
tion pursuant to law.

Frontier provides basic resi-
dential services for rates from 
$19.75 - $27.25 for flat rate 
service. Frontier also provides 
basic business services for rates 
from $21.50 - $33.00. Other 
taxes, fees, and surcharges may 
apply. Frontier offers single party 
service, touch tone, toll blocking, 
access to long distance, emer-
gency services, operator assis-
tance, and directory assistance. 
Use of these services may result 
in additional charges. Budget or 
economy services also may be 
available.
Frontier offers Lifeline service 
which is a nontransferable gov-
ernment assistance program that 
provides a $9.25 discount on the 
cost of monthly telephone service 
or eligible broadband products 
(where available) and is limited 
to one discount per household. 
In addition to Basic Lifeline, indi-
viduals living on federally recog-
nized Tribal Lands who meet the 
eligibility criteria may also qualify 
for additional monthly discounts 
through Enhanced Lifeline and 
up to $100.00 toward installation 
fees through the Tribal Link-Up 
program. You may also qualify 
for an additional state discount 
where available.
If you have any questions regard-
ing Frontier’s rates or services, 
please call us at 1-800-FRONTIER 
for further information or visit us 
at www.Frontier.com.
2/10/19

INVITATION FOR BIDS

The Housing Authority of the 
County of Edgar, Illinois will 
receive sealed bids for Site and 
Building  Improvements, funded 
under Modernization Program  
No. ILOI P 120-501-18 at Projects 
IL-120-1 /Paris, IL-120-2/Paris, 
and IL-120-3/Kansas in Edgar 
County, Illinois. Bids shall be 
submitted in a single lump sum 
proposal:

Bids will be received until 2:00 
p.m., prevailing  time on the 12th 
day of March 2019, at the office 
of the Public Housing Authority, 
(PHA), 604  East Highland  Drive, 
Paris, IL 61944, at which time 
and place all bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.

A Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on 
the 26th day of February 2019, 
at I 0:00 a.m., prevailing  time at 
the PHA Office,604 East Highland 
Drive.  The Pre-Bid Meeting will 
include a walk-through of the 
Project Sites and Dwelling Units; 
Bidders are advised that this will 
be the only time that access to 
the interior  of the dwelling  units 
will be made available.

Proposal forms and contract 
documents, including plans and 
specifications, are on file at the 
office of the Housing Authority 
and at the office of Eggemeyer 
Associates Architects, Inc., 3029 
South Park Ave./P. 0. Box 640, 
Herrin, Illinois 62948; Phone 
No.:(618)988-2380; Website: 
www.eggemeyer-arcbitects.com. 
Contract documents are also on 
file at the following plan rooms:

Dodge Data and Analytics
Arlington, TX

Greater Peoria Contractors Plan 
Room
Peoria, IL

Copies of the documents are 

available at the office of the 
Architect by depositing a 
check with the Architect in the 
amount of $75.00 for each set 
of documents so obtained, made 
payable to the Housing  Authority  
of the County  of Edgar, Illinois.  
Such deposit will be refunded 
to each bidder who returns the 
plans, specifications and other 
documents in good condition 
to the Housing Authority or to 
the Architect within fourteen  
(14) days after bid opening.   
Partial sets may be purchased 
at the cost of photocopying and 
shipping cost upon completion 
of a request for partial plans/
specifications form and submit-
ting to the Architect.  Documents 
may also be downloaded from the 
Architect’s website for bidding 
purposes only.

In accordance with Clause 
No.9, Bid Guarantee, of the 
Instructions to Bidders, all bids 
must be accompanied by a 
negotiable bid guarantee in the 
form of a certified check or bank 
draft, payable to the Housing 
Authority of the County of Edgar, 
Illinois, U.S. Government Bonds 
at par value, or a satisfactory bid 
bond executed by the Bidder and 
acceptable sureties in an amount 
equal to five percent (5%) of the 
bid.  The surety company must be 
authorized to do business in the 
state where the project is located 
and must be acceptable to the 
Government. If the bid guarantee 
is not submitted with the bid, the 
PHA will reject the bid.

Proposals shall be made on unal-
tered bid forms which are incor-
porated herein.  All blank spaces 
shall be completed. Proposals 
shall be signed with name typed 
below signature. When bidder is 
a corporation, proposals must be 
signed with the legal name of the 
corporation followed by the name 
of the state of incorporation and 
the legal signature of an officer 
authorized to bind the corpora-
tion to a contract.

The successful bidder will be 
required to furnish and pay for 
satisfactory performance and 
payment bond or bonds, accept-
able to the Housing Authority all 
in accordance with Clause No.  I 
0,  Assurance of Completion, of 
the Instructions to Bidders.

Attention is called to the pro-
visions for equal employment 
opportunity and that payment 
of not less than the minimum 
salaries and wages as set forth in 
the Specifications must be paid 
on this project.  Any State rate 
that exceeds the corresponding 
Federal rate is inapplicable and 
shall not be enforced.   All bidders 
shall submit with each bid, the 
Contractor’s Affirmative Action 
Certification to comply with the 
provision for equal employment 
opportunity.

Representations, Certifications 
and Other Statements of Bidders, 
Form HUD-5369-A shall be 
submitted with the bid. Bidders 
shall carefully examine the doc-
uments and construction site to 
obtain firsthand knowledge of the 
existing condition.   Contractors 
will not be given extra payments  
for conditions which can be 
determined by examining the site 
and documents.

The Housing Authority reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids 
or to waive any informalities in 
the bidding.

No bid shall be withdrawn for a 
period of sixty days (60) sub-
sequent to the opening of bids 
without the consent of the
Housing Authority.

Housing Authority of the County 
of Edgar, Illinois

Date: February 8, 2019
By:     Fredia Hixson
Title:  Executive Director

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE  of 
intent to develop an Illinois 

bicycle path grant for 
TWIN LAKES TO PARIS HIGH 

SCHOOL MULTI-USE 
PATH PROJECT

DESCRIBING THE METHODS 
AND TIMEFRAME FOR 

SUBMITTING COMMENTS 
CONCERNING THIS PROJECT

On or before March 14, 2019 the 
City of Paris will apply for funding 
to the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources for a grant 
from the Illinois Bicycle Path 
Grant Program (BIKE PATH).  
This program is state-funded 
by revenue generated from fees 
collected pursuant to Section 
3-821(f) of the Illinois Vehicle 
Code (625 ILCS 5/2-11).  The 
BIKE PATH Program’s primary 
purpose is to provide financial as-
sistance to aid local units of gov-
ernment to acquire, construct, 
and rehabilitate public off-road, 
non-motorized bicycle paths and 
directly related support facilities.

The Twin Lakes to Paris High 

SATURDAY,  
FEBRUARY 9, 2019 10B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Mick Armstrong Moving Sale #2

Live/Online Simulcast Auction
Sunday, Feb. 10th @ Noon IL time
Antiques, Furniture & Collectibles

Preview: Feb. 9th @ 1-4 p.m
Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 

to browse & bid.  Bidding is open!

MATTOON
KAWASAKI YAMAHA
SSR MOTORSPORTS

&
CF MOTO 

•  MOTORCYCLES
•  ATV’S

•  MULES
•  TEREX’S

Parts, Accessories, Sales
And Service

Mattoon - 217-258-2000
mattoonkawasakiyamaha.com
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School Multi-Use Path project 
will include the construction of a 
concrete/asphalt multi-use path 
between the Twin Lakes Park 
and the new Paris High School.  
Improvements would consist of 
the following: construction of a 
new 10 foot concrete/asphalt 
multi-use path, landscaped 
interpretive areas, pedestrian 
lighting, benches, bollards, pave-
ment striping, and miscellaneous 
drainage items.  The constructed 
single-path corridor will provide 
much needed connectivity and 
safety for the public and students 
who wish to travel by foot or by 
bicycle between the City sidewalk 
system at Twin Lakes Park and the 
new Paris High School. The pro-
posed project would be the first 
phase in constructing the City’s 
vision of a trail system around the 
northern limits of the City.  The 
requested BIKE PATH grant would 
total approximately 50 percent 
of needed funding.  The balance 
of funds would be secured from 
other local sources.

The City will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, February 20, 
2019 at 4:00 p.m. to provide 
interested parties an opportunity 
to review and provide comment 
on the proposed project.  The 
meeting will be held at City Hall, 
206 South Central, Paris, Illinois 
61944.  Persons with disabilities 
or non-English speaking persons 
who wish to attend the public 
hearing and need assistance 
should contact Bridget Anderson, 
City Clerk, at 217-465-7601 not 
later than 2 business days prior 
to the date of the hearing.  Every 
effort will be made to make 
reasonable accommodations for 
these persons.

Advertisement for Bids

Clark-Edgar Rural Water District
Owner

475 IL Highway 1 
Marshall, IL  62441

Separate sealed Bids for the 
construction of  Clark-Edgar 
Rural Water District Phase 19, 
Proposed Water Main Extension 
To Serve Hunter Township, East, 
consisting of  22,775             LF 
of 3” PVC Water Main,   28,180 
LF of 4” PVC Water Main 20,805 
LF of 6” PVC Water Main and 
associated appurtenances will 
be received by  Clark-Edgar Rural 
Water District  at the office of  475 
Illinois Highway 1, Marshall, IL  
62441	 until 10:00 AM, (Local 
Time) February 26, 2019, and then 
at said office publicly opened and 

read aloud.

Some of the project funding 
would be from the Community 
Development Block Grant 
Program (CDBG).  Attention is 
called to the fact that the firm 
must ensure that employees and 
applicants for employment are 
not discriminated against be-
cause of their race, color, religion, 
sex, or national origin and that 
all EEO Federal Section 3 and all 
other Federal, State and Local pro-
visions shall apply.  To be eligible 
to submit a Bid, Bidders must be 
registered with sam.gov prior to 
the date for opening Bids.  Hunter 
Township and the Clark Edgar 
Rural Water District reserve the 
right to reject any or all proposals 
or to waive any informalities in the 
procurement process.

The Contract Documents may 
be examined at the following 
locations:
Clark-Edgar Rural Water District, 
475 IL Highway 1, Marshall, IL  
62441      

Francis Associates, 330 North 
Central Avenue, Paris, IL  61944 
Copies of the Contract Documents 
may be obtained at the Issuing 
Office, Francis Associates, located 
at 330 North Central Avenue, 
Paris, IL  61944    upon payment 
of $ 100.00 (non-refundable) for 
each set.

February 9, 2019
Darcy Keys, Chairwoman 
– CERWD

Rides Mass Transit District
 Public Notice

a)  Rides Mass Transit District is 
a general public transportation 
provider receiving Federal Transit 
Administration Section 5311 
funding.  Section 5323 (a) (1) of 
the Federal Mass Transit Act of 
1964, as amended, requires that 
FTA projects “to the maximum 
extent feasible” provide for “the 
participation of private mass 
transportation companies”.  
Private mass transportation com-
panies operating within the Rides 
18 county service area wishing to 
be considered for inclusion in the 
FY20 service plan should provide 
a written statement containing:

 1.  Name and address of mass 
transportation entity
2.  Principal owners and/or offi-
cers, phone contact
 3.  Current service area, operating 
hours
 4.  Number of vehicles and ADA 
status

Interested parties would be 

required to comply with FTA 
requirements and allow service 
and safety audits by Rides Mass 
Transit District.

b)  Rides Mass Transit District 
does not provide incidental 
charter service.  Trip requests for 
this type of service are referred 
to willing and able private charter 
operators.  Private charter opera-
tors interested in receiving such 
referrals should submit contact 
information or connect to FTA 
resources at:

https://ftawebprod.fta.dot.gov/
CharterRegistration/Default.as-
px?p=%2fcharterregistration%2f

c)  Rides Mass Transit District 
hereby gives public notice of its 
policy to uphold and assure full 
compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil 
Rights Restoration Act of 1987, 
and all related statutes.  Title VI 
and related statutes prohibiting 
discrimination in Federally-
assisted programs require that 
no person in the United States of 
America shall on the grounds of 
race, color, or national origin, sex, 
age, or disability be excluded from 
the participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be otherwise 
subjected to, discrimination under 
any program or activity receiving 
Federal financial assistance.

Any person who believes they 
have been aggrieved by an 
unlawful discretionary practice 
regarding RMTD’s programs 
has the right to file a formal 
complaint.  Any such complaint 
must be in writing and submitted 
to the RMTD Title VI Coordinator 
within one hundred eighty, (180) 
days following the date of the 
alleged occurrence.  For more 
information regarding the RMTD 
Title VI Plan it is available on our 
website, www.ridesmtd.com and 
its office locations.   Information 
regarding civil rights complaints 
or submissions for both (a) & (b) 
items should be sent by March 19, 
2019 to the attention and address 
at the end of this notice.

Notice of Public Hearing

Rides Mass Transit District 
provides transportation in the fol-
lowing eighteen counties:  Hardin, 
Pope, Saline, Gallatin, Williamson, 
White, Wabash, Hamilton, Wayne, 
Edwards, Richland, Lawrence, 
Jasper, Crawford, Cumberland, 
Effingham, Edgar and Clark.   As 
a requirement of its’ funding a 
public hearing will be held at:  
Date:	 March 19, 2019
Room:  Administration Office
Time:  2:00 p.m. 

Place: 30 Veterans Drive, 
Harrisburg, IL  62946

At the hearing, the Rides Mass 
Transit District will afford an op-
portunity for interested persons or 
agencies to be heard with respect 
to the social, economic, and envi-
ronmental aspects of the project. 
Interested persons may submit 
orally or in writing evidence and 
recommendations with respect to 
said project.  This may be done in 
person at the hearing, by phone at 
618-253-8761 or by US mail.

The Rides Mass Transit District 
requests that any hearing im-
paired person wishing to attend 
this Public Hearing notify Rides 
Mass Transit District 618-253-
8761 at least one week before the 
scheduled hearing date so that 
arrangements can be made to 
provide an interpreter

A copy of the application for 
Federal Transit Administration 
Section 5311 funding will be made 
available for public inspection at 
Rides Mass Transit District.

Contact Person:  Bill Jung, CEO
Rides Mass Transit District
30 Veterans Drive
Harrisburg, IL  62946
Telephone:  618-253-8761

CITY OF PARIS, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF CHANGES TO 

TAX INCREMENT FINANCING 
(TIF) REDEVELOPMENT 

PLAN AND PROJECT FOR THE 
DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT 

PROJECT AREA
  
  NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Mayor and City Council of the 
City of Paris, Illinois (the “City”) 
by Ordinance No. 1, adopted on 
January 29, 2019, made changes 
to the Redevelopment Plan 
and Project for  the Downtown 
Redevelopment Area by an amend-
ment to said Redevelopment Plan 
and Project (the “Original Plan”).

  The Amendment to the Original 
Plan, dated November 29, 1999, 
is on file and available for public 
inspection at the office of the 
City Clerk of the City located in 
the City Hall, 206 South Central, 
Paris, Illinois 61944. In general, 
the Original Plan sets forth the 
program of the City to alleviate, 
as applicable, blighting and/or 
conservation conditions in the 
Redevelopment Project Area 
and to enhance the tax base 
of both the City and the taxing 
districts having taxable property 
within the Redevelopment Project 
Area by utilizing tax increment 
financing to fund various eligible 

redevelopment project costs to 
stimulate private investment in 
the Redevelopment Project Area.  
The changes more particularly 
included within the Amendment 
clarify the language which defines 
the regulations regarding a devel-
opment project and plan.

 Additional information with 
respect to the Amendment to 
the Original Plan can be obtained 
from the following:
Michael Martin, City Administrator
206 South Central
Paris, Illinois  61944
Tel:  (217) 465-7601
Email:  mmartin@parisillinois.org

By order of the Mayor and City 
Council of the City of Paris, Illinois.
By: Bridget Anderson
City Clerk

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on February 6, 2019 a 

certificate was file din the Office of 
the County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

FAULK’S GARAGE
Located at: 1811 Marshall St., 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Roger J. Faulk
Dated: February 6, 2019
August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

Hay for Sale
Small square bales, 1st & 2nd 
cutting Alfalfa hay and Grass hay.
217-493-2730

NOTICE 
Of INTRODUCTION,

ADOPTION, And USE Of
VOTING SYSTEM

Notice is hereby given that on
April 2, 2019, a Consolidated Election

will be held in Edgar County,
at which time a new Unisyn

electronic voting system will be used.

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

  

2012 Mini Cooper S
Amazing Mini in Great condition!

6-speed manual transmission
Cooper S Includes:
Cold weather pkg (heated seats), Harman 
Kardon Stereo System w/ subwoofer, Blue-
tooth, Run flat tires, Sport exhaust, Alloy 
Wheels.
This car is lovely! Nothing wrong with it at 
all, and nearly all highway miles.  I’m only 
the second owner and the first was a BMW 
mechanic in Schaumberg, IL.  Newer tires, 
new filters, brand new spark plugs.  Well 
maintained and cared for w/ 92,000 miles.

Call 217-254-7978

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

BY GRANT MORGAN
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Senate on Wednes-
day began considering a joint 
resolution to appoint a new 
legislative inspector gener-
al at virtually the same time 
a prominent anti-violence 
advocate was having a news 
conference calling for it. 

“That’s because I’m here, 
that’s why I came,” Denise 
Rotheimer said after being 
notified mid-conference of 
the Senate resolution. “Isn’t 
that so ironic?”

Acting LIG Julie Porter is 
stepping down at the end of 
February. Her likely succes-
sor, Judge Carol Pope, will 
be appointed March 1 if the 
resolution passes the House, 
as it already did Thursday in 
the Senate.

Because a joint resolu-
tion puts the LIG appoint-
ment before every member 
of the General Assembly, 
Rotheimer says it, “gives the 
people of the state of Illinois,” 
a voice in the selection. The 
last time an LIG was appoint-
ed by joint resolution was in 
2008.

But the reason Rotheimer 
wants the resolution is be-
cause she is dissatisfied with 
how the current, acting LIG 
was appointed -- through the 
Legislative Ethics Commis-
sion, and not by joint resolu-
tion.

THE OFFICE 
The Office of the Legis-

lative Inspector General is 
held by a single person who 
investigates reported ethics 
violations against state offi-
cials. The position has been 
controversial at times since 
Rotheimer went public with 
a complaint of sexual harass-
ment against former Demo-
cratic Sen. Ira Silverstein in 
November 2017. She accused 
Silverstein of abusing power 
while she tried to get legisla-
tion passed.

But at the time, there 
was no LIG to investigate 

Rotheimer’s complaint. The 
position had been vacant for 
almost three years, while 27 
ethics complaints — includ-
ing Rotheimer’s — piled up 
without action.

Five days after Rotheimer 
went public, Porter was ap-
pointed the special legislative 
inspector general. 

THE CONNECTION 
Porter was named special 

LIG in November 2017 by 
the Legislative Ethics Com-
mission, a group of eight ap-
pointed members and one 
executive director. 

While, legally, the LIG is 
to be independent, the ethics 
commission has oversight, 
and Porter was originally ap-
pointed by the commission. 
Each complaint received re-
quires commission approval 
for further investigation.

Rotheimer argues this is 
unacceptable, partly because 
all eight members of the eth-
ics commission are legisla-
tors. And because the ethics 
commission must approve 
the LIG’s investigations, “you 
can’t have colleagues over-
seeing the behavior of col-
leagues.” 

But the connection is not 
that simple. 

THE STORY 
When Rotheimer went 

public with her complaint, 
“there was a sense of urgency 
to fill the [inspector gener-
al] position,” Avery Bourne, 
a Republican senator from 
Raymond, said. She chairs 
the ethics commission that 
quickly appointed Porter in 
2017. 

“There was a significant 
backlog [of complaints] be-
cause of the vacancy in the 
LIG’s office,” Bourne said, 
“and it was Porter’s goal to get 
through the backlog as well as 
whatever cases came up.” 

Porter did so and, two 
months later in January 
2018, released a report on 
Rotheimer’s complaint, find-
ing no wrongdoing on Silver-
stein’s part, but admitting he 

behaved in a manner, “unbe-
coming of a legislator.”

But Rotheimer did not 
have closure. She claimed 
Porter’s appointment lacked 
proper vetting and research. 
And she said it’s a contradic-
tion to have an independent 
LIG needing approval from 
the ethics commission to fur-
ther investigate cases.

Bourne said that approval 
requirement doesn’t mean 
the commission hinders in-
vestigations.

“[The LIG] comes to the 
commission for approval for 
investigating claims. That’s 
something that’s happened 
under both [acting LIG] Por-
ter and the other LIGs we’ve 
had previously,” Bourne said. 
“But the commission has 
never denied a request to in-
vestigate in the history of its 
existence.” 

The issue previously, 
Bourne said, is that for a few 
years there was no one to ask 
for the ethics commission’s 
approval in the first place. 

CHANGES
The dynamic between the 

LIG and the ethics commis-
sion has changed significantly 
since Rotheimer’s case. Most 
of these changes come from 
a bill passed last May spon-
sored by Democratic Sen. 
Melinda Bush of Grayslake.

For example, a new process 
was used to select Carol Pope 
as Porter’s successor. Each 
legislative caucus appointed 
one person to an indepen-
dent group to interview and 
vet the 20 applicants. None 
of the group’s members were 
lawmakers.

That group sent a short-
ened list of candidates to the 
ethics commission, which 
then recommended Pope. 
Pope’s final approval will be 
through joint resolution in 
each chamber, as Rotheimer 
supported. 

The legislation also set a 
timeline of 45 days for LIG 
vacancies to be filled by an 
acting appointee. Further, it 
removed the requirement the 

BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS
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SPRINGFIELD – A co-
alition of environmental 
groups, backed by some 
Democratic state lawmakers, 
are making another attempt 
this year to pass legislation 
requiring more public dis-
closure about horizontal 
fracturing, or fracking wells 
in the state.

Those are a type of oil 
wells that involve drilling 
vertically into the ground, 
and then horizontally into 
the underlying rock and soil, 
using pressurized fluid to 
fracture the ground and re-
lease oil deposits that cannot 
be recovered through tradi-
tional vertical wells.

Fair Economy Illinois, a 
liberal-leaning coalition of 
grassroots community orga-
nizations, announced that 
measure Wednesday as part 
of its legislative agenda for 
2019. Similar legislation 
was introduced in 2018 but 
failed to pass through the 
General Assembly.

Supporters of the measure 
are seeking full public dis-
closure of the location of all 
fracking permits issued by 
the state, including the full 
extent of all land involved in 
the fracking, as well as de-
tails of the chemicals used in 
the pressurized fluid.

Under a 2013 law, such 
disclosure is required only 
for high volume fracking 
permits. Supporters of the 
proposed new law want to 
extend the same require-
ments to smaller operations 
which, under a 1951 law, are 
allowed to have the informa-
tion classified as confidential 
for up to two years. The dif-
ferent classifications are de-
termined by the amount of 
pressurized fluid used in the 
operation.

“Right now, it is legal in 
Illinois to spend a few hun-
dred dollars and get a frack-
ing permit and request a con-
fidentiality clause, and then 

to frack in secret for a period 
of two years. We think that 
is wrong,” said Dawn Dan-
nenbring, of Illinois People’s 
Action, a group that is part 
of the Fair Economy Illinois 
coalition.

Environmental groups 
argue that fracking poses a 
potential health hazard to 
nearby residents because the 
chemicals used in the pres-
surized fluid include com-
pounds that can contami-
nate nearby water wells.

William Rau, another 
member of Illinois People’s 
Action, said that’s common 
in southern and southwest-
ern Illinois, where most of 
the oil production in the 
state takes place.

“You can be half a mile 
from a well and a horizontal 
well can go right under your 
property and you wouldn’t 
know about it,” Rau said. 
“So there are no defensive 
actions you can take, like 
getting a test on your water 
wells.”

Rep. Robyn Gabel 
(D-Evanston) and Anne 
Stava-Murray (D-Naper-
ville) are cosponsors of a 
bill pending in the House 
Energy and Environment 
Committee. No hearing has 
yet been scheduled, but a 
number of groups have al-
ready lined up in opposition, 
including the Illinois Oil and 
Gas Association.

Dan Reitz, a lobbyist for 
IOGA, said in a separate in-
terview the industry general-
ly has concerns about some 
portions of the bill, includ-
ing provisions that might 
require drillers to disclose 
trade secrets in public doc-
uments.

“We’ve done our best as 
an industry to make sure 
(the wells) are run as safely 
as they can be,” he said. “I’m 
not aware of any big prob-
lems out there. We want to 
find out what the genesis of 
this legislation is and why 
they want to visit this on the 
smaller producers.”

Push to change ethics investigations
LIG ask approval of the 
ethics commission for one 
type of case — sexual ha-
rassment.

As for Rotheimer’s issue 
with only legislators being 
on the ethics commission, 
Bourne said there is no re-
quirement that it be so. 

“It’s possible that [the 
ethics commission] could 
be members of the pub-
lic,” she said. “We can 
have that conversation, 
but I don’t think we need 
new legislation to do 
that.” 

MOVING FORWARD
During Wednes-

day’s news conference, 
Rotheimer announced 
three pieces of new legis-
lation that stemmed from 
the LIG controversy.

The first would provide 
ethics complainants with 
rights, which she said she 
did not have when she 
went through the process. 

Bourne agreed with this 
assessment, adding most 
of the provisions in the 
ethics code are about the 
general public and mis-
use of taxpayer dollars. 
Bourne’s Sexual Harass-
ment and Discrimination 
Task Force — another 
product of the LIG over-
haul bill — is looking at 
ways to put in specific vic-
tim language. 

Rotheimer’s other two 
bills would replace legisla-
tors on the ethics commis-
sion with independents, 
and would remove the 
LIG’s requirement to get 
approval from the ethics 
commission — something 
already partially taken care 
of.

As for Pope’s selection 
as the next LIG, she will 
serve until 2023 if ap-
proved by the House. 

The most recent num-
bers from December 2018 
show the LIG’s office has 
15 pending investigations, 
with three cases conclud-
ed since September.

Environmental groups seek 
‘fracking’ transparency
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BRIEFLY
GOP lawmaker 
aims to cut local 
property taxes

SPRINGFIELD – A bill that 
would slash local property 
taxes by 10 percent over the 
next two years has been intro-
duced in the Illinois House.

State Rep. David McSwee-
ney (R- Barrington Hills) 
introduced that legislation 
Monday, Feb. 4. After a 
two-year phase in, it would 
permanently cap local taxes 
at that lower level unless local 
voters approve a tax increase 
in a referendum.

House Bill 320 is just 
one of a number of efforts 
in the General Assembly to 
put more state controls on 
local property taxes. Another, 
Senate Bill 81, by Sen. Julie 
Morrison (D-Deerfield), would, 
with certain exceptions, cap 
individual property assess-
ment increases at no more 
than 20 percent a year.

Lobby groups representing 
local units of government, 
which rely on property taxes 
as a major source of revenue, 
are expected to work hard 
against any such measures. 
The Illinois Municipal League 
in particular has a standing 
position this year of opposing 
any legislation to freeze prop-
erty tax rates or reduce local 
taxing authority.

Pritzker touts 
state’s tourism 
assets

SPRINGFIELD—Democratic 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker said Illinois’ 
strength is its citizens at an 
awards dinner for tourism 
excellence Monday night, 
Feb. 4. 

The Land of Lincoln has 
Chicago and Galena, Shawnee 
National Forest and Starved 
Rock State Park, but the 114 
million visitors who visited the 
state in 2017 came because 
it’s “home to the greatest 
people in the world.”

“Chefs and wait staff, 
hotel managers and clerks, 
designers and shopkeepers, 
welcoming people from 
across the world to our state 
and showing them everything 
that is good about Illinois,” 
Pritzker said in his speech.

“We’re powered by some 
of the most decent, hard 
working, dedicated and 
kind people in the world,” he 
continued.

The governor said in 2017, 
Illinois’ tourism industry 
added $3 billion in revenue to 
the state and local govern-
ments, supporting more than 
337,000 jobs.

Bill would require 
faster reporting 
of opioid 
dispensing

SPRINGFIELD – Pharma-
cies in Illinois would have less 
time to report dispensing 
opioid medications and other 
controlled substances under 
a bill making its way through 
the General Assembly.

The House Human Ser-
vices Committee on Wednes-
day advanced a bill that 
would require pharmacies to 
file those reports by the end 
of the business day on which 
controlled substances are 
dispensed. Current law gives 
them until the end of the 
following business day.

“It ensures that medical 
providers have a complete 
picture of what their patients 
are taking so that they’re not 
over-prescribing opioids to 
patients who misuse or, actu-
ally, frequently then sell the 
fraudulent medication,” Rep. 
Katie Stuart, D-Edwardsville, 
the bill’s sponsor, told the 
committee during testimony.

She said the bill is an 
attempt to prevent what 
she called doctor shopping. 
Under current law, she said, 
people trying to obtain 
illicit doses can visit multiple 
doctors over a 48-hour 
period and receive multiple 
prescriptions before any 
of those prescriptions are 
reported.

BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS
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SPRINGFIELD – A pro-
posal to automatically admit 
students to any public college 
or university in Illinois if they 
meet certain standards is run-
ning into opposition, primarily 
from the University of Illinois 
system.

Rep. André Thapedi 
(D-Chicago), who was un-
successful in pushing through 
similar legislation in 2018, is 
sponsoring a revised proposal 
this year to guarantee that any 
student who graduates from 
an accredited high school in 
Illinois and who meets certain 
academic standards would be 
guaranteed admission to any of 
the state’s public higher educa-
tion institutions.

Thapedi told a House com-
mittee Thursday the primary 
aim of the bill is, “to keep our 
best and our brightest stu-
dents here in Illinois,” many of 
whom, he said, leave Illinois to 
attend college elsewhere.

But he also said it’s intended 

as a form of affirmative action 
for minority students and oth-
er under-represented groups 
on Illinois college campuses. 
He specifically pointed to U of 
I’s Urbana-Champaign campus 
as a source of concern because 
of its small proportion of mi-
nority student enrollment — 
5.2 percent African-American 
and 9.3 percent Hispanic.

“That’s pretty much the 
lowest in the entire state, so 
perhaps that’s the reason why 
there’s some hesitancy on their 
part to support this proposal,” 
Thapedi said.

U of I officials said while 
they support Thapedi’s goal of 
keeping more Illinois students 
in the state, and of increasing 
minority enrollment in high-
er education, the lawmaker’s 
proposal could lead to the au-
tomatic admission of students 
who are not prepared to suc-
ceed at institutions like U of I.

“As a tier-one research insti-
tution, we are not configured 
at Urbana-Champaign to pro-
vide a great deal of remedial 
education for students who 

are not ready for an advanced 
college curriculum,” said 
Kevin Pitts, vice provost for 
Undergraduate Education at 
U of I. “Fortunately, we have 
a community college and a 
regional university system in 
this state that can help in that 
respect, and as a consequence 
we take well over 1,000 trans-
fer students a year.”

Thapedi responded that un-
der his plan schools wouldn’t 
be forced to admit unqualified 
students. He said the bill pro-
vides a two-part test for auto-
matic admission: the students 
must have graduated in the top 
10 percent of their class and 
they must have ACT or SAT 
scores that meet the bench-
mark qualifications for admis-
sion to the school where they 
are applying.

“So the question that the kids 
are going to be ill-equipped to 
be successful, potentially, it just 
doesn’t really catch much mus-
ter, in my view,” Thapedi said.

The bill also provides that, 
for schools that do not rank 
their students, officials from 

that school may instead send 
a letter or other form of certi-
fication explaining where the 
student would have ranked, if 
the school did use rankings, a 
provision that Thapedi said ad-
dresses concerns raised in last 
year’s bill.

And it provides the U of I 
Urbana-Champaign campus 
would not be required to give 
automatic admissions to more 
than 75 percent of an incoming 
freshman class.

But some members of the 
committee, mainly Repub-
licans, expressed skepticism 
at that. Rep. Terri Bryant 
(R-Murphysboro), for exam-
ple, noted high school students 
can boost their grade point 
averages by taking only easy 
classes. And some, she said, are 
good test-takers who can score 
high on standardized tests, 
even though they may not real-
ly understand the questions or 
the material.

“I would just say that there 
could be students who would 
need some remedial education 
prior to going to school,” Bry-

ant said.
Rep. Norine Hammond 

(R-Macomb) said she was con-
cerned that requiring schools 
to admit freshmen from the 
top 10 percent of their high 
school class could squeeze out 
otherwise qualified students 
from the lower 90 percent.

Meanwhile, Rep. Jeff Keich-
er (R-Sycamore) suggested it 
might be better to start with 
a pilot program, starting with 
what he called the directional 
schools — Northern, South-
ern, Eastern and Western Illi-
nois Universities.

“I am fully open to doing 
that,” Thapedi said. “But you 
should know that as long as the 
University of Illinois at Cham-
paign-Urbana is in opposition, 
it’s a tough call. They drive it. 
What they say kind of goes.”

The committee took no ac-
tion on the bill Thursday. Tha-
pedi said he plans to continue 
working with the universities, 
lawmakers and other stake-
holders in higher education to 
come up with a final bill that 
would address their concerns. 

Revising college admissions
Proposal for uniform admissions standards ignites controversy; Rep. Thamedi counters
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SPRINGFIELD – A bill to raise Illi-
nois’ minimum wage passed the state 
Senate on partisan lines Thursday, Feb. 
7, after Gov. J.B. Pritzker made a person-
al appeal to Democratic lawmakers at a 
private caucus prior to the vote.

Senate Bill 1 received only Democrat-
ic votes as it passed by a 39-18 margin, 
putting the onus on the Illinois House 
to get the bill to Pritzker’s desk by his 
requested deadline of Feb. 20, when he 
is scheduled to give his budget address. 

While no Republicans voted for the 
bill – and several spoke against it on the 
floor citing concerns about businesses 
leaving the state, unforeseen costs on 
schools and universities, and the poten-
tial for job loss for low-wage employ-
ees – Pritzker said conservative voices 
helped shape the legislation. 

“I talked personally with several sen-
ators to make sure their ideas were in-
corporated. I talked with many of the in-
terest groups that represent businesses, 
and Republican interests, to incorporate 
those into the bill,” Pritzker said during 
a news conference in his office at which 
no elected Republicans were present. 

Interest groups are expected to con-
tinue to lobby for changes when the 
bill is heard in the House – particularly 
for an amendment to include a regional 
rollout of the minimum wage for lower 
rates downstate. But Rep. Will Guzzardi, 
a Chicago Democrat and SB1’s House 
sponsor, said as far as he’s concerned, 
his chamber should approve the current 
Senate version. 

“I feel very confident that we will pass 
Senate Bill 1 as the Senate passed it,” 
Guzzardi said. “I don’t see the need for 
us to make any further changes to the 
legislation right here before us.” 

If approved as is, the minimum wage 

will be phased in over six years, starting 
with an increase from $8.25 to $9.25 on 
Jan. 1, 2020, before increasing to $10 on 
July 1, 2020, and $11 on Jan. 1, 2021. 
After that, it would increase by $1 every 
year until it hits $15 in 2025. 

Kimberly Lightford, a Maywood 
Democrat and the bill’s Senate sponsor, 
said compromise is reflected in the six-
year rollout and in a small business tax 
credit which won’t affect Chicago busi-
nesses until the wage exceeds Chicago’s 
minimum, which is currently $12.

The tax credit is available to business-
es with fewer than 50 full-time equiva-
lent employees, which means businesses 
that pay less than 2,000 employee hours 
in a one-week period. 

The credit would start at 25 percent of 
the difference between the current min-
imum wage and an employee’s wage in 
the final quarter of the previous calendar 
year. It would decrease by 4 percent each 
year until it hits 5 percent in the final two 
years. 

Employers with 2,000 or fewer em-
ployee hours will be able to take ad-
vantage of the credit for 7 years, while 
employees with 200 or fewer employee 
hours will be able to take advantage of 

the credit for 8 years.
But Senate Republicans said those 

assurances are not enough for business-
es, and the wages would force property 
tax hikes by increasing costs for K-12 
schools, and will lead to greater requests 
for state appropriations from colleges 
and universities. 

Sen. Jason Barickman, a Blooming-
ton Republican, said he was told by Illi-
nois State University the bill would cost 
$600,000 in year one alone due to the 
campus’s employment of 5,000 to 6,000 
student employees. 

Sen. Chapin Rose, a Mahomet Re-
publican, said when fully implemented, 
the wage increase would represent a 17 
percent cut to the general revenue fund 
for Eastern Illinois University, and a 12 
percent cost for University of Illinois 
systemwide, with a $57 million effect 
on the Champaign-Urbana campus 
alone. 

But Pritzker said during his news con-
ference that higher wages for people in 
college towns increases economic ac-
tivity, and Lightford said universities are 
in poor financial situations as a residual 
effect of a budget impasse presided over 
by Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner. 

MINIMUM WAGE MOVES UP

Capitol News Illinois

State Sen. Kimberly Lightford, D-Maywood, speaks during a news conference Thursday, Feb. 7, in Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s office 
following the Senate’s vote to approve Senate Bill 1, which raises the state’s minimum wage to $15 per hour over a six-year 
period. Lightford was the bill’s Senate sponsor.

Dems submit wage bill
House sponsor believes 
minimum wage bill will 
pass without amendments

Jerry Nowicki/Capitol News Illinois
Gov. J.B. Pritzker talks with state Sen. Martin Sandoval (D-Chicago) before ad-
dressing Senate Democrats in their private caucus regarding a minimum wage hike 
Thursday, Feb. 7. Shortly after the caucus, the Senate Democrats voted unanimous-
ly to approve the minimum wage bill without Republican support. 
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SPRINGFIELD -- Ad-
mitting it will take two years 
to see any new revenue from 
a progressive state income 
tax, Fair Economy Illinois 
has ideas for raising money 
in the meantime. 

Joined by several lawmak-
ers, including House Ma-
jority Leader Greg Harris 
(D-Chicago), the progres-
sive advocacy group had a 
news conference Wednes-
day to lay out plans for rais-
ing $433 million in new 
state revenue. 

The first plan, sponsored 
as House Bill 2085 and Sen-
ate Bill 1115 by Rep. Harris 
and Sen. Heather Steans 
(D-Chicago), would curb 
some loopholes in offshore 
tax havens. The group es-
timates this could bring in 
$318 million. 

“Illinois right now is los-
ing $1.3 billion in taxes that 
corporations or wealthy in-
dividuals have managed to 
shelter in other countries,” 
Harris said.

 The bills specifically 
address water’s edge tax re-
porting, a way of shifting a 
domestic business’s or in-
dividual’s profits to an off-
shore entity where different 
taxes apply. 

Fair Economy Illinois’ 
second plan is to eliminate 
the retailers’ discount tax 
break, which is estimated to 
bring in $115 million. 

Rep. Will Gazzardi 
(D-Chicago) is sponsoring 
House Bill 2079, which he 
says covers an obscure pro-
vision in Illinois law from 
more than 100 years ago that 
has gotten out of control. 

According to Gazzardi, 
Illinois collects sales tax 
dollars from retailers, but 
rebates a portion of those 
dollars to help cover a busi-
ness’s cost of calculating the 
sales tax. He added they 
don’t need millions in tax 
breaks for something that 
can be cheaply and easily 
done with modern software.

But the consequenc-
es of the law are serious. 
Walmart, according to Fair 
Economy’s release, retains 
more than $8 million a year 
through this provision. 

The bill would, however, 
keep the sales tax calcula-
tion rebate for small busi-
nesses — up to $1,000. 

With this cap in place, 
the bill would not affect 85 
percent of the businesses in 
Illinois.

Increasing 
revenue by 
closing tax 
loopholes
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