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BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

Two major construction 
projects took steps forward 
this week at the Paris City 
Council session. The meet-
ing at city hall was held 
Tuesday, Oct. 15, due to 
Monday’s Columbus Day 
holiday.

City attorney Rich Kash 
announced agreement has 
been reached on arrange-
ments to officially transfer 
the former Paris High School 
building to the Illinois La-
borers’ Home Development 
organization. This will al-
low the deed to be placed 
in the hands of the devel-
opers. Work to convert the 

three-story historic structure 
on South Main Street into 42 
units of senior housing is ex-
pected to quickly start.

Following the council 
meeting Tuesday night, 
Mayor Craig Smith was busy 
signing the documents for 
delivery to the developers. 
The project was announced 
more than a year ago, but 
delays in securing financing 
held up the actual start of 
work. The city acquired the 
property in hope of saving 
the building, when District 
95 schools moved into the 
new high school at the north 
edge of Paris.

Construction costs are es-
timated at $8.5 million. Total 

project investment, includ-
ing some street and parking 
improvements by the city, 
will approach $13 million, 
the city estimates.

The second major project 
to advance is the new water 
transmission line from Paris 
north to the Equity plant, 
which is expanding opera-
tions at Horace, and then on 
north along state Route 1 to 
serve the Chrisman city wa-
ter distribution system.

The council approved two 
agreements, one with Effing-
ham Equity and the other 
with the City of Chrisman, 
spelling out rates that Paris 
will charge for delivery of 
water. The majority of the 

project’s cost is expected to 
come from federal loans and 
grants, with the water service 
rates financing the remain-
der.

Two additional docu-
ments relating to the water 
project were also approved 
by the council. One was a 
compliance agreement with 
the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency relating 
to the EPA construction 
loan. The other was applica-
tion for a Pipeline Occupa-
tion license for water deliv-
ery to the Equity plant, with 
an application fee of $1,250 
charged to the city.

Construction is sched-
uled for next year, depending 

upon how quickly the EPA 
financing is released.

The council also approved 
the final windup of a major 
sanitary sewer relocation 
project undertaken this year 
a short distance east of the 
end of Elliott Street and east 
of the 4-H grounds.

Although the sewer work 
was completed earlier this 
year, the council approved a 
bid by B & B Concrete for re-
placement of a concrete slab 
to access the sewer, at a cost 
of $11,000. Also approved 
was a construction easement 
and a permanent access ease-
ment down a vacated alley 
at the east end of Elliott, to 
reach the new sewer.

Council signs for projects
Council gives final approval for senior apartment work and Paris-Chrisman water line

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairirepress.net

There was a 4-H meeting Wednes-
day, Oct. 16, at Crestwood School, 
but nobody was working on projects 
dealing with livestock, plants or other 
elements of the organization most as-
sociated with rural life.

Instead, students ranging in age 
from third grade through high school 
and from Crestwood, Wenz, Shiloh 
and Paris High School were busy as-
sembling and testing components to 
build robots. 

Mariah Crandell, Edgar County 
4-H coordinator, said SPIN, or special 
interest clubs, are a growing part of 
4-H. While SPIN is not replacing the 
traditional 4-H Clubs where mem-
bers can try a variety of projects, the 
special interest approach is attracting 
youth who want to concentrate on 
a single topic, that may not be ag fo-
cused.

“It’s giving them a platform for 
their niche, and they don’t have to do 

multiple things,” said Crandell.
According to Crandell, SPIN clubs 

are one of the fastest growing areas of 
4-H and are especially popular in met-
ropolitan areas. She added this comes 
at a time when there is a noticeable 
decline in 4-H livestock projects.

Crandell said 4-H recognizes the 
current push for Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering Math (STEM) edu-
cation is appealing for many modern 
students and the organization wants 
to be a part of that effort. SPIN clubs 
do not have to be STEM focused, 
although the robotics club at Crest-
wood certainly falls into that category.

Edgar County 4-H currently has 
four SPIN clubs: robotics, livestock 
team judging, shooting sports and 
Head, Heart & Hooves, which is for 
youths interested in horses.

“I’d like to start more if I knew what 
people want,” said Crandell. 

Mary St. Clair teaches technology 
at Crestwood and sponsors the new 
robotics club, which had its third 

meeting Wednesday night. She said 
the idea arose after she helped a stu-
dent at Shiloh who wanted to enter a 

ROBOTICS CLUB BOOSTS ASPIRING ENGINEERS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Gage Wright is a member of the Robotics 4-H Club and brought a robot his father helped him build to a recent meet-
ing. He said the robot took about two days to build and it is the first time he put one together using screws, which he 
described as a real pain. Wright wants to be an engineer when he grows up.

Not your dad’s 4-H club

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Addilee Gill shares a laugh with 
fellow teammates at the Robotics 
4-H Club meeting as she disassem-
bles one robot to reconfigure it for a 
different task.

See ROBOTICS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The one thing 
almost everybody in northern Ed-
gar County seems to agree on is the 
need to keep a staffed ambulance in 
Chrisman. There is also consensus 
the best way to do that is by creat-
ing a special service taxing area, but 
how to go about that process has 
some disagreement.

Northern Edgar County, consist-
ing of Young America, Ross, Prairie, 
Brouilletts Creek, Edgar and Shiloh 
townships plus the communities of 
Hume, Metcalf and Chrisman, is 
currently served by the Northern 
Edgar County Ambulance Service 
(NECAS). The ambulance service 
started in 1987 as an all-volunteer 
operation, but that is no longer fea-
sible.

Earlier this year all of the entities, 
except Ross, passed resolutions sup-
porting the Edgar County Board 
creating a special service ambulance 
area for northern Edgar County. 
The Ross Township Board did not 
take the issue up until its Oct. 10 
meeting at which time township 
supervisor Rob Roman expressed 
distaste for special service areas and 
a preference for exploring other 
funding options for the ambulance. 
Discussion at that meeting empha-
sized if a special service area with a 
new tax is to be created the question 
should go to voters as a referendum. 
The statute allowing county boards 
to create special service areas does 
not require a referendum, but there 
is a protest period during which op-
ponents can gather signatures on a 
petition to stop it.

The NECAS board met in special 
session Tuesday, Oct. 15, to consider 
how best to move forward by either 
pursuing a special service area, ask-
ing the home units to increase the 
individual tax levies to fund the am-
bulance or close and accept one of 
the proposals from Horizon Health 
to provide ambulance coverage. The 
Horizon Health proposals ranged 
from no charge to the local govern-
ments if all response comes from 
Paris up to more than $315,000 for 
keeping a fully-staffed paramedic 
level ambulance in Chrisman. The 
charges only covered payroll ex-
penses and additional costs such as 

Ambulance 
question goes 
to the ballot

See NECAS, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Native prairie acreage may 
soon be added to the Paris 
High School campus, if a 
proposal by the Edgar Coun-
ty Pheasants Forever chapter 
is accepted by the Paris Co-
operative High School board 
of directors.

PHS alum and Pheasants 
Forever member Brad Tuck-
er of Paris presented a plan 
to convert 5.5 acres of land 
located south of the school 
and west of the baseball field 
to native prairie which will 
aid in pollinator conserva-

tion. A total of 45 plant spe-
cies would be included in 
the plot with flowers in the 
spring and blooms through-
out the year.

At present, the area is 
mowed and the boys and 
girls cross-country teams 
run through it as part of the 
school’s course. Tucker said 
the plan is for a path to be 
included in the acreage so 
runners will be running not 
only through the woods be-
hind the school and down by 
Twin Lakes but native prairie 
as well.

The area would be creat-

ed at absolutely no cost to 
the school, Tucker assured 
the board. Pheasant Forev-
er members and hopefully 
some students would pre-
pare the acreage for planting.

The Edgar County chap-
ter has already received a 
grant from the state chap-
ter — funded by the stamps 
purchased by pheasant hunt-
ers, Tucker said. The seed is 
quite expensive, he said, and 
would include native prairie 
plants which once grew on 
land now known as Edgar 
County.

Tucker emphasized while 

work on the acreage could 
begin next spring, it will be 
two or three years before the 
plants will be in full flower.

PHS assistant principal 
and former science teach-
er Mark Cox supported the 
proposal, noting when he 
was teaching at Shiloh, that 
school had a native prairie 
area, planted by longtime 
Shiloh science and biology 
teacher Jeff Hodge.

Cox said he regularly made 
use of the plot for his science 
classes. “It’s more than mak-
ing a leaf collection,” he said. 
“It’s an outdoor lab and hab-

itat right here on this cam-
pus.”

“If I were in a science class-
room, I’d be excited about 
this opportunity once it’s es-
tablished,” Cox said. 

The area near Twin Lakes 
is already being used by sci-
ence classes, Cox noted, so 
the addition of a native prai-
rie area will be welcome by 
faculty and students.

“Hopefully we’ll be cul-
tivating active environmen-
talists,” Tucker said, noting 
the acreage will provide PHS 
students as well as Paris 95 

Pollinator plot proposed at high school

See PHS, Page 8A



TODAY

EMERGENCY PREP FAIR
An emergency preparedness 
fair is 2-4 p.m. Oct. 19 at the 
Paris Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints featuring a 
variety of vendors and presenters 
covering topics dealing with 
earthquake, tornado, fire, flood 
and ice disaster. The event is free 
and more information is available 
by contacting the church.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

PCH CHOCOLATE SALE
The Paris Community Hospital 
Volunteers is having a two-day 
chocolate sale 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 
21 and Oct. 22 near the rotunda 
entrance of the Paris clinic. The 
sale offers nearly 65 varieties of 
gourmet chocolates and snacks. 
Items include award-winning 
salsas, hot sauces, jams, jellies, 
relishes and preserves made by 
Kathy’s Kitchen. Cash, checks, 
and credit cards will be accepted. 
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SHILOH PUMPKIN PALOOZA, OCT. 20
Shiloh Elementery invites all families of students in Pre-K 
through 5th grade to the First Pumpkin Palooza 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 20, at Shiloh School. It is an evening of pumpkin 
family fun activities including pumpkin carving, Plant-a-Pump-
kin, exploding pumpkins, pumpkin chuckin’, a pumpkin pie sta-
tion, pumpkin scavenger hunt, pumpkin funky freeze, pumpkin 
donut chomp, s’more station and glow-in-the-dark candy hunt. A 
supper of barbecue, hot dogs and chips will be served. 

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

69   48
Prec: 10%

71   55
Prec: 0%

68   45
Prec: 60%

58   41
Prec: 0%

63   44
Prec: 0%

64   40
Prec: 0%

57   37
Prec: 30%

TODAY — Mostly sunny with highs climbing 
into the upper 60s. A stray shower possible 
in the afternoon.

SUNDAY— Another pleasant fall day with 
highs in the lower 70s under mostly sunny 
skies.

MONDAY — Mostly cloudy and breezy with 
showers and thunderstorms developing 
along a cold front. Highs reach the upper 
60s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:05 a.m. 6:06 p.m. 10:16 p.m. 12:36 p.m.

SUNDAY 7:06 a.m. 6:05 p.m. 11:14 p.m. 1:32 p.m.

MONDAY 7:07 a.m. 6:03 p.m. -- 2:24 p.m.

TUESDAY 7:08 a.m. 6:02 p.m. 12:20 a.m. 3:09 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:09 a.m. 6:01 p.m. 1:29 a.m. 3:50 p.m.

THURSDAY 7:10 a.m. 5:59 p.m. 2:42 a.m. 4:26 p.m.

FRIDAY 7:11 a.m. 5:58 p.m. 3:55 a.m. 4:59 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65°/43°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86° in 1953
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24° in 1992

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.59”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.07”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37.70”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.23”

NORMAL:    High: 65   Low: 43    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Ave., Paris, IL  61944
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Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.
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ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
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RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Ask us about financing with  
LESS THAN 20% DOWN!

Settle in with a Low Down Payment!

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@Prairiepress_wx on Twitter
Forecaster Everett Lau 

on Facebook 
 

Chocolate sales support the 
efforts of the PCH Volunteers, 
who provide financial assistance 
to hospital projects and award 
scholarships to area students 
pursuing healthcare careers.

SENIOR BINGO
Marshall Rehab & Nursing is 
sponsoring bingo for senior 
citizens 10:30 a.m. Oct. 22 at the 
Paris Public Library

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Verna 
Smith at 217-822-0953 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 

Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

WEDNESDAY

HEARTY SOUPS AT LIBRARY
Hearty Soups is the next session 
in the Paris Public Library’s 
Nutrition & Wellness series. Mary 
Liz Wright, University of Illinois 
Extension Educator is doing a 
session on soup making 1:30 
p.m. Oct. 23 at the library.  Few 
things are better than coming 
home on a chilly day to the smell 
of a delicious soup in the slow 
cooker. Participants will leave with 
recipes, techniques and quick 
soups to satisfy even picky eaters 
on a cold evening. Call 463-3950 
to enroll for this session.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 

the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

SENIOR BINGO
Marshall Rehab & Nursing is 
sponsoring bingo for senior citi-
zens 2 p.m. Oct. 24 at the Edgar 
County Housing Authority, Paris.

TRICK OR TREAT AT LIBRARY
Trick or Treat for Books is 
6:30-7:30 p.m., Oct. 24 at the 
Marshall Public Library. Children 
in costume visiting the library will 
receive a free book and can listen 
to a Halloween story.

FRIDAY

LIBRARY BLOCK PARTY
The Paris Public Library is 
hosting a Drop-In Block Party 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Oct. 25, a day 
when school is not in session. 
The meeting room will be set up 
with Legos, Duplos and wooden 
blocks.   Children of all ages are 
welcome to come and build.

UPCOMING

BROCTON HALLOWEEN
The Brocton American Legion 
Post is sponsoring a commu-
nity Halloween Party with a 
weiner roast from 5-7 p.m. and 
a costume contest at 7:30 p.m. 
Halloween night. 

CARE TRIVIA NIGHT
The Community Addiction 
Response Education (CARE) coali-
tion is hosting a trivia night 6 p.m. 
Nov. 1 at the Tingley Reception 
Center, Paris. Door prizes and a 
50/50 drawing are part of the eve-
ning as is pulled pork concessions. 
Proceeds from the event will help 
CARE’s mission of educating 
and combatting addiction in the 
community. Contact Lisa Foster 
on FaceBook messenger or call 
252-0823 for more information.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. the first and third Saturdays 
of every month for 2019

COGNITIVE HEALTH PROGRAM
Mary Liz Wright University of 
Illinois Extension Educator on Nu-
trition and Wellness will present 
Eating for Cognitive Health 6:30 
p.m. Nov. 7, at the Marshall Public 
Library. The program addresses 
how healthy eating can help to 
delay cognitive decline and give 
tips on how to make healthy cog-
nitive eating an everyday part of 
personal routines. This program 
is part of a four-part dementia 
series at the library.

REUSE
the news



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2019  |  3AON THE RECORD

TUNES

MEMBER FDIC
OPEN AN ACCOUNT ONLINE AT BANKPROSPECT.COM

Qualifications Apply

FUND YOUR FUN!

PUBLIC ESTATE AUCTION
* 1-Story, 2 BR Home in Town, 976 sq.ft. on 80x150 sq.ft City Lot  *  12x12x12 Portable Build-

ing * 20Wx20Lx10H Carport w/elect  *  Large Copper Kettle from Heath Chocolate Candy 
Company w/stand * 4ft Antique Copper Water Sprinkler  *  Craftsman LT1000 17.5hp, 42in 
Hydrostat Riding Lawnmower * Sewing/Craft Supplies/Storage Units * Lg Milk Glass Col-
lection & Glassware * Assort Cobalt/Blue & White Glass Items * Lg Assortment Bird Décor 
* Drop Leaf Breakfast Bar * Victorian & Contemporary Furniture * Lighted China Cabinet 
* Victorian Porcelain Figurine Collection * Nice Appliances* Pottery * Lawn & Garden * 

Household Items  * Jewelry * Coins *  Disney Collectibles * Elem School Teaching Supplies 
* Golf Clubs * Beanie Babies * VHS * Successories Prints * Wolf Statues * Fishing Poles  

Auction Location: 410 N. Mill St. Martinsville, IL. 62442 – GPS  39.339458, -87.881257 
Auction Date & Time:  Saturday, October 26, 2019 at 10AM (CDT)

Sellers:  Audrey Bell Estate- Andrea Cooper, Executor & Micky Cooper
Personal Property Preview:  Friday, October 25, 2019  – 3pm - 6pm (CDT)

Real Estate Preview: Sunday, October 6, 2019 from 1-3pm or by appointment
For Terms, Photo’s, Sale Flyer go to: www.ucmarshall.com 

Auctioneers Note: This is a very nice estate filled with antiques collectibles that Mrs. Bell collected 
over several years.  She was a scrapbooker, crafter, enjoyed birdwatching, sewing and collecting 

blue and white glassware and interior décor. There is a metal carport measuring 20’w x 20’l x 10’h 
and a portable building measuring 12’ x 12’ x 12’ with upper storage area that will sell separate 

from the real estate and the buyer will be responsible to remove within 30 days.   There will be a 
nice selection of consignment items also with seller names posted day of sale.  REAL ESTATE WILL 

SELL AT 10AM SHARP!  This will be approximately a 4 hr sale, so come on out and bring a friend 
and enjoy your auction experience. Food and restrooms will be available the day of the auction. 

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service
 makes the di

fference” 

IWD Employees: 
CJ Becher & Harold Rigdon

SOUP SUPPER
Make a Difference Day

$4 
Children 5 
& under

$6
Adults

All proceeds go back to the 
Community

SOUP SUPPER
V.F.W. Auxiliary 3601

601 W. Court Street 
Paris, IL

V.F.W. POST 3601

Choice of 
5 Soups, 5 Sandwiches, 

Dessert and a Drink 
Dessert $1 Extra 

(Carry Outs Available)

4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
October 25

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Anyone who walked into 
the Tuesday, Oct. 15, meet-
ing of the Paris Union School 
District 95 Board of Education 
meeting might have thought 
they were at a basketball game.

Instead of cheering for an 
athletic team, those who filled 
an entire side of bleachers in 
the Mayo gym and spilled over 
to part of another were present 
to celebrate the district’s ex-
panded preschool program as 
well as the accomplishments of 
the district’s fine arts students.

Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson served 
as the primary cheerleader 
for the meeting, noting the 
evening was planned to offer 
opportunities for the district’s 
preschool through junior high 
students to make presentations 
about the exciting things going 
on in Paris 95 classrooms.

And, to top off the presen-
tation portion of the program, 
every man, woman and child 
attending the meeting was 
presented a ticket for free ice 
cream. The We-Lik-It ice cream 
trailer was parked outside the 
gym, serving chocolate or va-
nilla ice cream with optional 
sprinkles.

The meeting opened with 
the Pledge of Allegiance, led by 
two Memorial School second 
graders.

Paris 95 received an addi-

tional grant this past summer 
to further expand the pre-
school program, Larson re-
minded those present. Every 
preschooler in the Paris 95 
district may attend its program 
free of charge — including 
lunch.

Larson noted the impor-
tance of a comprehensive 
preschool program for all stu-
dents. In Illinois, public school 
preschool is available to school 
districts which are awarded 
competitive grants. 

The superintendent has 
been vocal about his support 
for universal preschool, which 
would allow all preschool 
children in Illinois to attend a 
program. Some states — in-
cluding Oklahoma — offer 
universal preschool.

Preschool students now en-
rolled in the Paris 95 program 
gathered on the gym floor with 
their teachers and classroom 
aides to sing a song about the 
days of the week — to the de-
light of those attending.

In recognition for the Paris 
95 board’s support for the ex-
panded program, preschool 
students presented each of the 
seven Paris 95 board members 
with an award.

Also highlighted during the 
meeting was the Mayo Mid-
dle School instrumental music 
program. Directed by Kristina 
Farley, the band played pep 
band selections as those at-

tending the meeting arrived. 
Band member Carleigh Lon-
gest read a letter from fellow 
band member Emerson Bar-
rett — who was playing in an 
away Mayo girls basketball 
game — about the importance 
of the music program and the 
opportunities it provides.

Mayo’s fulltime art teacher 
Millie Arp also spoke brief-
ly about her program which 
is now available Monday 
through Friday. Students who 
are enrolled in band, howev-
er, cannot sign up for the class 
because it conflicts with band. 
Many projects created by Arp’s 
students in and outside of the 

Preschool expands, arts thrive

classroom were displayed. She 
is assisted in the classroom by 
Beth Cunningham.

The Paris 95 Children’s 
Choir, directed by Jonathon 
Boren and Becky Forseca, was 
also featured with two selec-
tions. The choir is composed 
of Wenz Elementary School 
fourth and fifth grade students.

The presentations ended 
by honoring the Mayo Red-
bird baseball team and Coach 
Colton Dosch, which won the 
school’s first boys regional in 
29 years earlier this month. 
Sixth grader Case Colvin, who 
qualified for the IESA state 
cross-country finals, was also 
introduced and honored. Au-
brey Wilson, who qualified for 
the IESA girls golf state match, 
was not present because she 
was playing basketball for the 
Lady Redbirds.

District volunteers were also 
honored as well as teachers 
who earned certification as 
technology innovators — Nick 
Sanders, Marie Wimsett, Karla 
Gorman and Marie Wimsett.

Once the festivities were 
concluded, the board mem-
bers got down to their regular 
business meeting — and re-
ceived a clean audit for the dis-
trict from Larsson, Woodyard 
and Henson.

The district’s bookkeeping 

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press
Among those honored during the Paris Union School District 95 school board meeting Tuesday 
were several teachers who earned certification as technology innovators. Pictured, from left, are 
Alison Wirth, Karla Gorman, Marie Wimsett, Nick Sanders and Paris 95 board president Kevin 
Knoepfel.

staff was complimented by staff 
accountant Daylea Ethridge of 
the Tuscola office of the ac-
counting firm. She noted the 
district received $1.5 million 
in revenue over expenditures 
and has been awarded a high-
est recognition by the Illinois 
State Board of Education of 
3.8 on a 4.0 scale. That is an 
improvement of the last audit, 

she noted.
The district also improved 

its cash on hand from 169 days 
last year to 202 days in the 
most recent audit.

In other business, board 
members also received copies 
of the district’s school report 
cards. That information is em-
bargoed until Oct. 31, Larson 
said.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Paris 95 preschool program has added more classes this year, thanks to a grant written by principals Kyle Shay and Megan 
Carroll. Many of the students who attend the daily preschool were featured during the Tuesday, Oct. 15, meeting of the district’s 
school board at Mayo Middle School’s gym. The young students sang about the days of the week complete with actions.
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BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A Paris man will spend lon-
ger than five years in prison 
after he entered a negotiated 
guilty plea Oct. 10. 

Chad T. Labaume, 42, Par-
is, appeared in custody of the 
Illinois Department of Cor-
rections and entered a negoti-
ated guilty plea agreement to a 
Class 4 felony criminal trespass 
charge. He was sentenced to 
five and one-half years in the 
IDOC with credit for 98 days 
previously served to run con-
currently with his Coles Coun-
ty convictions, a $75 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
He was also ordered to obtain 
drug treatment while incarcer-
ated at IDOC. 

Labaume is currently serv-
ing time in prison for these 
Coles County convictions: a 
Class X felony home invasion 
resulting in injury and a Class 
3 felony improper commu-
nication with a witness. He is 
also in prison for these Edgar 
County convictions: a Class 1 
felony possession of electronic 
contraband in a penal institu-
tion and a Class 4 felony aggra-
vated assault. 

In exchange for the guilty 
plea, the state dismissed a Class 
X felony home invasion charge. 
Labaume was remanded to cus-
tody of DOC.

Other cases appearing be-
fore the bench for the Oct. 10 
criminal and traffic call in Edgar 

County Circuit Court includ-
ed: 

IN CUSTODY
nJason R. Ball, 41, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor violating an order of 
protection after being served. 
Bond was set at $1,500. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel. He was ordered to 
have no contact with the ap-
parent victim or the victim’s 
residence. Ball was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nTroy J. Jeffries, 40, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class C mis-
demeanor use of an intoxicat-
ing compound. The public 
defender was appointed. The 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel. Jef-
fries was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nJoshua D. Means, 24, 

Metcalf, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. His unresolved 
charges of two counts of a 
Class 1 felony residential bur-
glary, two counts of a Class 2 
felony burglary, a Class 2 felony 
possession of a stolen firearm, a 
Class 3 felony possession of a 
weapon by a convicted felon, 
a Class 4 felony criminal dam-
age to property, a Class 4 felo-
ny criminal trespassing and a 
Class A misdemeanor criminal 
trespass to vehicles were con-

Labaume gets another prison sentence
tinued for a pretrial conference. 
Means was remanded to custo-
dy pending posting of bond.
nJonathan T. Murray, 23, 

Paris, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. He was charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor failure 
to notify damage to an unat-
tended vehicle and a Class A 
misdemeanor leaving the scene 
of an accident. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel. Mur-
ray was granted a personal re-
cognizance bond and remand-
ed to custody pending release 
processing.
nCharles J. Richey, 40, Mar-

shall, appeared in custody. He 
was charged with a Class 2 felo-
ny burglary and a Class 3 felony 
theft. Bond was set at $5,000. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. Richey was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nLance Sawyer, 23, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 3 felony 
failure to register as a sex of-
fender. The public defender 
was appointed. Bond was set 
at $15,000, and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. Sawyer was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nChristopher L. Whalen, 

27, Paris, was in custody and 
was charged with a Class 2 
felony failure to register as a 

sex offender. Bond was set at 
$10,000, the public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing. Whalen was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

CHARGES
nJustin K. Erwin, 31, Paris, 

was charged with a Class 4 fel-
ony possession of a controlled 
substance. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing.
nSabrina M. Pearson, 33, 

West Union, was presented 
with a petition to revoke her 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia conviction. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.

OTHER MATTERS
nDara N. Rhoads, 40, Par-

is, learned the court imposed 
a six-day jail sentence with 
good conduct credit to apply 
attached to her Class A misde-
meanor battery conviction. The 
jail sentence began Oct. 12.

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared and 

issued when the following in-
dividuals failed to answer the 
court call: Sarah Lynn Hall, 31, 
Paris; Chad D. Hugg, 46, West-
field; Michael A. Swinford, 
41, Hindsboro; and Ashley K. 
Whitley, 36, Paris.

SIREN REPORT

COURT

ACCIDENT LEADS TO AIRLIFT FROM RURAL ROAD

Special to The Prairie Press

An early morning accident Wednesday, Oct. 16, at 1000N and 1150E resulted in one person being airlifted from the scene. The 
vehicles involved were a semi-truck and an automobile. The Illinois State Police is investigating and had not supplied any reports 
by press time.

PHILLIP MCCONCHIE
Phillip Ray McConchie, 

78, of Paris, passed away 
at 2:10 p.m. Monday, Oct. 

14, 2019, 
at Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital.  

A service 
celebrat ing 
his life is 10 
a.m. today, 

Oct. 19, at Templeton Fu-
neral Home. Private inter-
ment is at a later date. Visi-
tation was from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 18, at the funeral 
home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to the ECCF D.O. It 
Edgar County Cancer Sup-
port Group.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
templetonfuneralhome.com.

MCCONCHIE

IMOGENE DELP
MARSHALL – Imogene 

Delp, 87, of Marshall, passed 
away at 8:12 a.m. EDT, Fri-

day, Oct. 10, 
2019, at the 
Gibson Fam-
ily Center 
for Hospice 
Care, Terre 
Haute, Ind.

A service 
h o n o r i n g 

her life was 10 a.m. Tuesday, 

Oct. 15, at Pearce Funeral 
Home, with Larry Hollens-
be officiating. Burial was in 
the Marshall Cemetery. Vis-
itation was from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 14, at the fu-
neral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Gibson Cen-
ter for Hospice Care.

More information and 
online donations at www.
p e a r c e f u n e r a l s e r v i c e s .
com.

DELP

LILLY REMLINGER 
CASEY – Lilly Ann Rem-

linger, 74, of Casey, passed 
away at 12:15 p.m. Thurs-

day, Oct. 
17, at Casey 
Health Care 
Center.

A funeral 
service is 1 
p.m. Mon-
day, Oct. 21, 
at Markwell 

Funeral Home, with the 
Rev. Ivan Bennett officiating. 
Burial follows in Washing-
ton Street Cemetery.  Visita-
tion is from 11 a.m. until the 
service time Monday at the 
funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Clark County 
4-H.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

REMLINGER
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PATTY MAJOR
Merle Marie “Patty” Ma-

jor, 92, of London, Ohio, 
and formerly of Toledo, Co-

lumbus, and 
Grove City, 
Ohio, passed 
away at 1:15 
p.m. EDT 
Friday, Oct. 
11, 2019, 
at London 
Health & 

Rehab.  

A graveside service is 1:30 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 19, at 
Embarrass Cemetery, near 
Redmon. Burial follows. 
Templeton Funeral Home 
is in charge of the arrange-
ments. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the 
donor’s choice. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

MAJOR
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We have Cremation Mausoleums

FROM DONALD G. WISEMAN, EDGAR COUNTY COLLECTOR
While processing our State required publication of Delinquent 
2018 Real Estate Taxes, I authorized the printing of four 
delinquent payers when in fact the property and the listed tax 
liability were no longer theirs. I have apologized to all parties 
and am providing the following retraction (with their consent):
Brittany S. White  &  John M. White       09-14-31-101-003
Joseph W. Dagley  &  Lanny Wong          09-19-07-202-007
Moving forward to next year, changes have already been
implemented to help avoid similar errors.  Thank you.

The Family of

would like to thank the community of Paris for 
their love, kindness and sympathy shown at 

the passing of our father.  We especially want 
to thank the staff at Life’s Journey who treat-
ed our dad like he was their own; Stewart and 
Carroll Funeral Home for handling the funeral 

arrangements; Nels Kasey and Bro. Kurt Speece 
for their wonderful tributes to our dad; Randy 

Shafer and LeeAnn Higginbotham for their 
beautiful songs; the Bell Ridge Christian Church 

family for the delicious meal after the funeral. 
For the many cards, flowers and memorials we 

are forever grateful.

Chester Higginbotham

RUTH ANN WIELAND
Ruth Ann Wieland, 77, of 

Paris, passed away at 11:47 
p.m. EDT Sunday, Oct. 13, 

2019, at the 
Gibson Fam-
ily Center 
for Hospice 
Care, Terre 
Haute, Ind.  

A service 
celebrat ing 
her life was 

10 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 17, at 
Templeton Funeral Home, 
with Pastor Troy Warner of-
ficiating. Burial followed in 
Harmony Cemetery near Kan-
sas. Visitation was from 4 to 7 
p.m. Wednesday at the funeral 
home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar County 
Diabetic Association or to the 
ECCF D.O. It Cancer Support 
Group.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

WEILAND

JOAN WASHBURN
MARSHALL – Joan M. 

Washburn, 86, of Kansas, 
and formerly of Vermilion, 

passed away 
at 12:45 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 
14, 2019, at 
Marshall Re-
habilitation 
and Nursing.

A service 
honoring her 

life was 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
Oct. 16, at Pearce Funeral 
Home. Burial was in the Ver-
milion Cemetery. Visitation 
was from noon until the ser-
vice time Wednesday at the 

WASHBURN

CAROL SVENDSEN
Carol Ann Svendsen, 83, 

a long-time resident of Par-
is, passed away at 10:30 p.m. 

Friday. Oct. 
4, 2019, at 
M a r q u e t t e 
Manor, In-
d ianap ol i s , 
Ind., follow-
ing a lengthy 
illness. She 
was a regis-

tered nurse and during her 
career worked at St. Francis 
Hospital in Peoria, Paris Hos-
pital and Union Hospital in 
Terre Haute, Ind.

A Mass of Christian Buri-
al will be celebrated at 10:00 
a.m. today, Oct. 19, at St. 
Aloysius Catholic Church, 
North Arm, with burial fol-
lowing immediately in the 
adjoining cemetery. Visita-
tion was from 4 to 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Oct. 18, at Stewart and 
Carroll Funeral Home with 
the rosary recited at 3:30 p.m.

Mrs. Svendsen was born 
May 12, 1936, at Champaign, 
the daughter of the late Ed-
ward Mahoney and Caroline 
Tebben, and she grew up in 
Peoria. She met Robert Knud 

Svendsen while she was a 
nursing student at St. Fran-
cis Hospital in Peoria, and 
they were married Oct. 26, 
1957, at St. Thomas Catholic 
Church in Peoria Heights. He 
preceded her in death.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Karen ( John) Werner 
of Waco, Texas, Inger Svend-
sen of Margate, Fla., Knud 
(Stacy) Svendsen of Lone 
Tree, Colo., Kirsten (Brian) 
Van Hoy of Trafalgar, Ind., 
Janna (Paul) Beattie of Ed-
wardsville, Niels Svendsen of 
Urbana, Heidi (Dan) Somers 
of Indianapolis, Ind.; 14 
grandchildren with Aubrey 
Gonzalez, Sierra Svendsen, 
Dane Svendsen, Sarah Van 
Hoy, Ethan Van Hoy, Elliott 
Van Hoy, Elise Svendsen, 
Beck Svendsen, Carrie Pir-
tle, Addie Bradford, Jackie 
Beattie, Fia Svendsen, Kel-
by Svendsen, and Elainah 
Somers surviving; and four 
great-grandchildren, Naomi 
Gonzalez, Laila Gonzalez, 
Matthew Paul Bradford, and 
Evelyn Pirtle. 

Preceding her in death are 
her brother, Bob Mahoney; 
and her son, Kurt Svendsen.  

After marriage, the couple 
lived near their families in 
Pekin, for several years. They 
later moved to Springfield, 
Alexandria, Va., and Park For-
est. They eventually settled 
on a farm on Sulphur Springs 
Road in Paris, where they 
reared eight children.

Attending both St. Mary’s 
and St. Aloysius, Mrs. Svend-
sen was a member of the St. 
Aloysius Choir and support-
er of Right to Life. An avid 
seamstress, she collected 
fabric, patterns and sewing 
equipment throughout her 
life. She also enjoyed be-
ing a member of the Master 
Gardeners Club. Most of all, 
she was a dedicated wife and 
mother. 

Mrs. Svendsen shared her 
husband’s love of sailing on 
Muskegon Lake off Lake 
Michigan as well as ded-
ication to praying for her 
children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Right To Life or 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

SVENDEN

ELINOR STRASMA
Mary “Elinor” Strasma, 98, 

of Paris, and formerly of Ross-
ville and Decatur, passed away 

at 8:25 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 
14, 2019, at 
her residence, 
with her fam-
ily by her side. 
She worked as 
a home health 
care provider 

for many years in Paris and the 
surrounding areas.

A graveside service is 10:30 
a.m. today, Oct. 19, at Ross-
ville Cemetery in Rossville. 
Templeton Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Mrs. Strasma was born May 
4, 1921, at Urbana, the daugh-
ter of the late Martin Edward 

STRASMA

BRIAN SMITH
MARSHALL – Brian E. 

Smith, 50, of Indianapolis, 
Ind., and formerly of Mar-

shall, passed 
away Thurs-
day, Oct. 10, 
2019, at his 
home. 

A service 
honoring his 
life was 1:30 
p.m., Tues-
day, Oct. 15, 
at Pearce Fu-
neral Home. 
Burial in St. 

Mary’s Cemetery was accom-
panied by military graveside 
rites by Clark County Post 
#90 of the American Legion 
and Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post #5975. Visitation was 
from 4-7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 
14, at the funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Remember Me 
Clifford.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

SMITH

CECILE RAMSEY
MARSHALL – Cecile 

L. Ramsey, 98, of Marshall, 
passed away at 12:45 a.m. 

Monday, Oct. 
14, at Mar-
shall Reha-
bilitation and 
Nursing. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
her life was 1 
p.m. Thurs-

day, Oct. 17, at Pearce Funeral 
Home. Burial was in Marshall 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
noon until the service time 
Thursday at the funeral home. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

RAMSEY

ALICE KENNEDY
Alice Marie Leeman Kenne-

dy, 76, of Evansville, Ind., and 
formerly of Paris, passed away 
at 7:07 a.m. Monday, Oct. 14, 
2019, at Deaconess Midtown 
Hospital in Evansville.   

A service celebrating her life 
was 10:30 a.m. Friday, Oct. 18, 
at Templeton Funeral Home. 
Burial followed in Edgar Cem-
etery. Visitation was from 4 to 
6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 17, at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to Cornerstone Baptist 
Church. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

CAROL HEISCHMIDT
Carol Lynn Hurst 

Heischmidt, 67, of Paris, and 
formerly of Illiopolis, passed 

away at 4:37 
a.m. Friday, 
Oct. 4, 2019, 
at Horizon 
Health Hos-
pital. She was 
a merchandis-
er for Foster 
and Grant, 

a manager for Dollar General 
and worked 20 years at Kmart. 

A memorial service was 2 
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 9, at 
Lake Ridge Christian Church. 
Visitation was from noon until 
the service time Oct. 9 at the 
church.

Mrs. Heischmidt was born 
July 5, 1952, at St. Louis, Mo., 
the daughter of the late James 
and Lela Garner Hurst. 

She loved spending time 
with her family and friends. 
She volunteered for the Chal-
lengers League and loved the 
St. Louis Cardinals, Chicago 
Bears, Garth Brooks and Brett 
Eldredge. She also loved all an-
imals and had lots of pets over 
the years.

Mrs. Heischmidt was also a 
member of Lake Ridge Chris-
tian Church. She was part of 
the organ donor program, 
which was able to donate her 
eyes. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Challengers 
League.

HEISCHMIDT
PATRICIA BELLINGER

Patricia J. Bellinger, 86, of 
Paris, and formerly of Casey, 
passed away Wednesday, Oct. 
16, 2019, at Life’s Journey, 
in Paris. She was a nurse and 
enjoyed a long career in the 
healthcare field. For 21 years, 
she was the administrator of 
Birchwood Long Term Care 
in Casey.

Following cremation, a 
graveside service is 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 26, at Shields 
Cemetery, north of Kansas. 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Mrs. Bellinger was born 
Dec. 17, 1932, in rural Edgar 
County, the daughter of the 
late Lewis Eugene Metcalf 
and Ruby Mae Bennett Met-
calf. She married Jack Bell-
inger, who preceded her in 
death in 2018. 

She is survived by six chil-
dren, Pam ( Jim) ClenDening, 
Tim (Sherry) Hibschman, Jeff 
(Ellen) Hibschman, Mitch 

(Sandy) Hibschman, Karla 
(Tom) Geisse and Shannon

(Doug) Bradley; three 
stepchildren, Kathy (Tim) 
Troll, Sherry (Albert) Lyles 
and John Marc (Cheryl) Bell-
inger; 24 grandchildren; 26 
great-grandchildren, three 
step-grandchildren; four 
step-great-grandchildren; and 
one brother, Harlan Metcalf.   

She was preceded in death 
by siblings, Mary Moore, Ho-
mer Metcalf and Brian Carter 
Metcalf; one stepson, David 
Bellinger; one step-grand-
child; and one step-great-
grandchild.   

Memorial donations may 
be made to American Parkin-
son’s Disease Association at 
https://www.apdaparkinson.
org/1907d3l/, the Lewey 
Body Dementia Association 
at https://www.lbda.org/
donate or a charity of the do-
nor’s choice.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

and Nelle Hubbard Robbins. 
She married Eugene Jason 
“Jay” Strasma Sept. 6, 1952, at 
Champaign. He preceded her 
in death May 24, 1990.

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, Cindy (Sean) McBride, 
and a brother, Lewis Robbins, 
both of Paris; a granddaughter, 
Meagan (Andy) Brinkerhoff 
of Sauk City, Wis.; and three 
great-grandchildren, Ella, 
Vance and Briggs Brinkerhoff. 

In addition to her loving 
husband, she was preceded 
in death by her beloved son, 
Thomas E. Strasma; and an 
infant daughter, Debora A. 
Strasma.

Mrs. Strasma was an amaz-

ing wife, mother, grandmother 
and sister. She had a love for 
gardening and was an avid 
reader. She enjoyed crocheting 
and gifted beautiful blankets to 
people during beautiful times 
in their lives. She volunteered 
at the Decatur Public Library 
and was an active member of 
the Home Extension, where 
she continued her joy of learn-
ing while making lifelong 
friendships. She was always 
proud of her family and leaves 
behind beautiful memories.

Memorial donations may be 
made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

funeral home. 
Memorial donations may 

be made to the Success Chris-
tian Church.

 More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

DEAN FINNEY
WESTFIELD – Dean Le-

roy Finney, 84, of Westfield, 
passed away at 6:20 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 14, 2019, at 

Arbor Rose, 
Charleston.  

 A Celebra-
tion of Life 
service is 3 
p.m. Satur-
day, Oct. 26, 
at the West-
field United 
M e t h o d i s t 
Church. Mil-
itary rites 
by Westfield 

American Legion and Kansas 
American Legion are part of 
the celebration of life service. 
Private burial at a later date 
is in Maple Hill Cemetery. 
Visitation is from 1 p.m. un-
til the service time Oct. 26 at 
the church. Markwell Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Lincolnland Hos-
pice of Sarah Bush Lincoln, or 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

FINNEY

HAROLD HALL 
MARTINSVILLE – Har-

old Eugene Hall, 93, of Neo-
ga, passed away at 10:10 p.m. 

Oct. 11, at 
St. Anthony 
Hospital, Eff-
ingham.  

A funeral 
service was 
noon Thurs-
day, Oct. 17, 
at Green-
well Funeral 
Home. Burial 
followed in 
R i d g e l a w n 

Cemetery. Visitation was from 
11 a.m. until the service time 
Thursday at the funeral home. 

 More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.   

HALL
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One of the provisions of 
the sweeping state pension 
reform law passed in 2010 

has always 
stuck in 
the craw 
of first re-
sponders.

Police 
and (es-
pecially) 
firefighter 
unions 
fought 
the local 
govern-

ment lobby for decades to 
increase survivor benefits, 
and then they watched 
many of those hard-fought 
wins get wiped away when 
the General Assembly 
decided it had to lower 
pension benefits for new 
hires to avoid a fiscal 
catastrophe.

The reforms produced 
a system known as “Tier 
2,” as opposed to the more 
generous pre-existing 
system, which is known as 
“Tier 1.”

One of the changes 
eliminated survivor ben-
efits if the first responder 
was killed on duty during 
the first 10 years of service. 
Previously, survivors 
had been entitled to 54 
percent of final average 
salary no matter how long 
they’d worked. But, with 
Tier Two, if that dead cop 
or firefighter wasn’t yet 
entitled to a pension, the 
survivor received nothing.

So, one of the ways the 
governor’s pension consol-
idation task force appar-
ently helped convince the 
firefighters union to go 
along with the merger of 
the state’s 600+ local first 
responder pension fund 
assets was to change the 
survivor benefit back to 
its original Tier 1 level. 
The cost to the funds is 
relatively minimal, but the 
peace of mind it gives first 
responders is probably 
priceless.

The police unions are 
not on board, but the 

On guns, 
tech and
conflicts 

Coat drive 
underway 
at church

Advisory question to be placed on March, 2020 ballot about ambulance

I muse widely, yet my knowledge base is 
quite narrow. So, I could sure use help from 
thoughtful readers who know more than I 

about the topics below, which 
I am beginning to explore for 
possible essays. Those with 
informed thoughts and links 
to good sources, please email 
at jnowlan3@gmail.com. 

First: There will be war-like 
conflicts in the future, and 
the U.S. won’t be spared, as 
we have been in the past. As 
drones and cyber conflict re-
place much of the boots-on-
the-ground-warfare, the first 

thing to go down in any major future dust-up 
would likely be our electric power grid. 

Would apocalyptic chaos ensue on the 
streets? Would a nation like ours be brought 
to its knees, just like big corporations that 
make huge ransomware payoffs to hackers, to 
get their systems back up and running? 

Could Americans benefit from civil defense 
training, or would it be useless? How would 
you and your family fare if you were without 
electricity for several weeks? Should every 
family buy a small gas-powered generator to 
keep the lights on, and a supply of food and 
water?

Second: The evil of anonymity. In my early 
days as a weekly newspaper publisher, we 
required that letters to the editor be signed. 
After all, the writer should be willing to stand 
behind his thoughts. 

In today’s world of instantaneous, off-the-
cuff, often profane, vicious comment via 
digital platforms, anonymity seems to be the 
order of the day. On the blogs I see, com-
menters use fictitious handles. Why? 

Anonymity allows us to brush aside the 
mediating forces of our personality (the ego 
and superego, as Freud would have it) and 
unleash the id, our primitive, animal drives 
(the beast within us, as Hobbes would say). 
This builds anger and polarization.

If self-identification became the norm 
again, we would tend to be much more re-
spectful, but could still make our arguments. 
And, in contrast, anonymous comment 
would therefore be discounted. Right?

Third: What are the consequences of our 
society having been transformed, in about 
one short century, from a nation of produc-
ers to that of consumers? In the early 1900s 
and before, most job holders made things, 
whether on the farm or in the factory. Today, 
few of us make things. Many of us do provide 
services, often critical ones like health care, 
but many services are nice but not necessary. 

Our primary job as humans has been trans-
formed from producing to consuming. That is 

Editor, The Prairie Press:
The First Christian Church will once again 

provide coats for school children at no cost 
during our Head, Hands and Heart project to 
be held Nov. 7 and 8. 

Notes will be sent to each grade school as 
reminders of the opportunity and must be 
brought along with the child to receive a coat 
on Nov. 7.

If you would like to donate clean, gently 
used children’s coats, you can drop off at First 
Christian Church.

Mary K. Bradford
Community Outreach Chairman

Paris

Trump has left us no choice: We 
must protect the Constitution
Editor, The Prairie Press:

“I’d like you to do us a favor, though.” With 
these words, Trump’s infamous Ukraine 
phone call is seared into history. 

This is not about Hillary, Obama or the fic-
tional deep state. This is about the President 
of the United States extorting a foreign leader 
to get dirt on his opponent, an impeach-
able offense. It is quid pro quo, simple and 
straightforward like Russian roulette.

Instead of going through proper channels 
and adhering to the law, the president’s men 
went straight to the top and covered it up by 
removing the electronic transcript from the 
computer system. They then locked down the 
Ukraine call as well as Putin’s, the Crown Prince 
of Saudi Arabia and China’s President Xi.

In so doing, Trump and his men under-
stood the gravity of what they had done and 
displayed consciousness of guilt. 

This is a somber time, for Trump has left 
no choice but to protect and defend the 
Constitution and proceed expeditiously with 

The Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance Service (NECAS) special 
meeting Tuesday, Oct. 15, finally got 
something moving.

Board members voted to place 
an advisory question on the March 
17 ballot asking residents of Young 
America, Ross, Prairie, Brouilletts 
Creek, Edgar and Shiloh townships 
if they support the idea of creating a 
special service area and collecting a tax 
to support having an ambulance based 
in Chrisman and serving northern 
Edgar County.

After many false starts during 2019 
to find a solution for the ambulance 
service’s financial problems, this is 
welcome action. Residents must 
understand a positive vote on the 
question does not establish the special 
service area. This is an advisory ques-
tion to gauge public sentiment and to 
also placate the Ross Township Board 
members who insisted on such action.

Only the Edgar County Board can 
create a special service area through 
passing an ordinance. This action does 
not require a referendum since there is 
a protest period following the passage 
of the ordinance giving any opponents 
time to gather petitions in an effort to 
stop the service area and tax.

While March seems a long time 
away, the NECAS board must remain 
vigilant on this issue and be ready to 
submit the proposed special service 
area ordinance immediately after the 
primary so the county board can vote 
on the issue at the April 8 meeting. 
That vote sets the clock running for 
a public hearing on the issue after 60 
days, and following the hearing there 
is another 60-day waiting period for 
opponents to file a petition stopping 
the action.

Any significant delay in getting 
the ordinance passed at the county 
board may push the project too late 
for getting tax money in 2021. It is for 
that reason we disagree with some of 
the alternative ideas proposed at the 
recent Ross Township Board meeting 
that will require a referendum on the 
November ballot. Waiting that long 
pushes the receipt of tax support 
out to 2022, which is far too long for 
replacing the financially struggling 
Northern Edgar County Ambulance 

Service with something that has more 
stability.

We also understand some concern 
by northern Edgar County residents 
that local control over the ambulance 
ends if a special service area is creat-
ed. The county board becomes the 
administering agent and will bid the 
contract for the service so NECAS 
will likely dissolve at that time. 

The Edgar County Board is still 
local government and its members 
understand the importance of having 
a Chrisman-based ambulance service. 
Carefully writing the ordinance and 
the bid specifications will guarantee 
that whatever company gets the bid 
must keep an ambulance in the north-
ern part of the county. 

After years of watching the declining 
interest in serving on local govern-
ment bodies, and elections going on 
without a candidate for every seat, we 
do no believe the best course is cre-
ating a new elected body for the sole 
purpose of dealing with an ambulance 
tax. The county board is experienced 
in handling this for the special service 
area in southern Edgar County and is 
more than capable of doing the same 
for our northern residents. 

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

NECAS moving again

Making
numbers 
work for 
responders

Democrat debate: Eat the billionairesYOUR VIEW

The Prairie Press welcomes letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  
a letter, please include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification  
purposes. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the topic  
(preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments.  
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HAVE YOUR SAY
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Attn: Letters to the Editor
101 N. Central Ave.
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BY FAX: 217-921-3309
QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216

If you missed Tuesday night’s 
Democratic presidential debate 
— and I hope for your sake you 

did — here are 
a few key details 
you must know:

There were 
83 presidential 
hopefuls on the 
stage, the debate 
lasted for half of 
former Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s 
lifetime and each 
candidate got 
to speak for 13 

seconds.
It was held on the campus of 

Otterbein University — home 
of the Frothy Otters — outside 
Columbus, Ohio, a city the Dem-
ocrats had temporarily renamed 
“Indigenous Peoples, Ohio.”

There was one billionaire 
onstage, Tom Steyer, but he was 
eaten by a noticeably energetic 
post-heart-attack Sen. Bernie 
Sanders during hour two.

At no point did Beto O’Rourke 
skateboard across the stage while 
flashing a hang-loose sign, but it 
was clear he was thinking about it.

With those things in mind, and 
in the interest of brevity, I’ll distill 
all that was said during the debate 
into one debate-stage opening 
statement.

Imagine this is coming from 
an amalgam of all the candidates, 
from front-runners such as Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, Biden and 
Sanders to back-runners such as 
Sen. Cory Booker, Andrew Yang 
and former housing secretary 
Julian Castro. You could call the 

collective candidate Elizabiden 
Sandamala Bernuttigieg O’Book-
yang. Or possibly Joelizabern 
Klobucastro Stabbard. Totally up 
to you.

Here goes:
The first thing I’d like to say 

tonight is that if I win the Dem-
ocratic nomination, I will beat 
President Donald Trump like a 
drum. Like a drum, I tell you. 

Maybe even something noisier 
than a drum, like an empty oil 
barrel filled with cats. I will beat 
Trump like an empty oil barrel 
filled with cats.

Of course, the cats will not 
be harmed. They will be rescue 
cats who are comfortable inside 
barrels that are being beaten by 
progressive-thinking candidates 
like myself who love all cats and 
all living creatures.

There will also be no oil rem-
nants in that barrel, because when 
I’m president we will no longer 
need oil. (Also, it might harm the 
cats, and I would never harm cats. 
Or any animal. Or person. Did I 
mention I’m vegan?)

Yes, America will be powered 
by wind and sunshine. We will 
break the stranglehold of oil 
industry billionaires.

In fact, we will do away with 
billionaires altogether, first by 
taking their money so they are 
no longer technically billionaires, 
then by eating them because they 
were, previously, billionaires.

My eat-the-rich plan is simple 
and will bring about the econom-
ic justice so many Americans have 
longed for. It will also provide a 
wide array of recipes for billion-

aire meat that incorporate locally 
sourced ingredients. Of course, I 
won’t be having any because I’m 
vegan. Did I mention I’m vegan?

Along with dining on the bil-
lionaires we’ve made into non-bil-
lionaires, my revolutionary but 
pragmatic but also definitely 
revolutionary plan will be to give 
each and every American $1,000, 
along with Medicare-for-all, free 
child care, a guaranteed college 
education, a new Xbox, free 
prescription drugs, two hypoal-
lergenic puppies, a basket of fresh 
kale and a vacuum-packed bag of 
Bill Gates jerky.

How am I going to accomplish 
all this, and pay for it? That’s a 
very good question, and the thing 
is that you’ll see when it all starts 
to happen just how much you 
save and how your taxes have 
definitely maybe not gone up or if 
they’ve gone up it’s really nothing 
because now you have an Xbox 
and some Microsoft-founder 
jerky.

What you need to understand 
is that this issue is personal to me. 
In fact, all issues are personal to 
me. I grew up in a loving sin-
gle-parent home surrounded by 
the sound of gunshots and every 
day my single parent, who is also a 
union member and a veteran and 
a recovering alcoholic and an im-
migrant and a victim of predatory 
lenders, would walk on his or her 
hands to get to work at the thing 
factory making sure me and my 
brother(s) and/or sister(s) could 
have better lives.

So, when I talk about stuff, you 
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know it means something to 
me, because I’ve experienced 
all of the relatable things 
potential voters might have 
experienced.

I understand the Midwest, 
and I also understand the 
Heartland, and the Industrial 
Midwest, and the Rust Belt, 
and the places some people 
who are not me refer to as 
Flyover Country.

I will never fly over you or 
your country. I will always 
stop and visit and share 
relatable tales of all we have 
in common, like a desire 

for Medicare-for-all, free 
childcare, free college, a 
guaranteed federal job and a 
mouthful of peppery jerky.

I will eliminate the scourge 
of gun violence by riding 
my skateboard across the 
country to collect everyone’s 
AR-15s. I will ban President 
Trump from Twitter and have 
his fingers humanely fixed so 
he can never tweet again.

I will reach across the aisle to 
my friends in the Republican 
Party because, while they have 
shown no willingness to ever 
work with a Democrat ever 
again, I am different, I have 
accomplished all the things and 
I am the only person equipped 

to step into the job and, on day 
one, help our nation heal from 
the damage inflicted by Trump, 
who I will beat like a drum 
and/or an empty oil barrel 
filled with cats.

Thank you, and may 
your preferred deity bless 
America.

(Rex Huppke is a columnist 
for the Chicago Tribune. He 
is considered (by himself) to 
be America’s most-beloved 
columnist, though there is no 
empirical evidence of that. 
Before becoming a columnist 
he spent a decade reporting on 
social justice issues, from pover-
ty and gang violence to the gay 
civil rights movement.)

HUPPKE
FROM PAGE 6A

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

Associated Firefighters 
of Illinois has infinitely 
more political strength 
than the coppers. They 
raise a lot of money and 
their members walk a ton 
of precincts. The police 
union members do nei-
ther, as a general rule. 

The pension consoli-
dation report issued last 
week also recommended 
tweaking the annual 
Tier 2 pension benefit 
increase to bring it into 
line with federal laws on 
Social Security. Pension 
benefits are not allowed 
to be less than what a 
pensioner would receive 
in the Social Security 
program.

The current Tier 2 
system was deliberately 
constructed to subsidize 
the Tier 1 system – in 
other words, it’s designed 
to bring in more than 
it will pay out. One of 
Springfield’s biggest 
expensive secrets is that 
Tier 2 will eventually 
have to be revised to 
align it with federal law. 
And that could come in 
a little more than a year, 
when some employees 
will have put in 10 years 
of work and will there-
fore be vested and have 
standing to sue.

The Tier 2 annual ben-
efit increase is currently 
set at half the Consumer 
Price Index increase or 
3 percent, whichever 
is lower. The task force 
recommended changing 
that to the full yearly 
Consumer Price Index 
increase or 3 percent, 
whichever is lower.

The pension fund con-
solidation task force also 
recommended changing 
the pension calculation 
from the current average 
of the highest eight of the 
last 10 years of service 
to the average of four of 
the last five years because 
first responders’ “years of 
service tend to be more 
abbreviated than other 
public-sector occupa-
tions,” the report claims.

the impeachment inquiry. 
Although there is a cornuco-
pia of various offenses, the 
intent in Ukraine is there in 
his own words.

In Watergate’s time 
and now, there’s a cancer 
growing in the presidency. 
If there’s nothing to hide, 
produce the transcript, not a 
summary as Trump did, and 
all private servers, texts and 
emails. 

Thankfully, the whis-

tleblowers, true patriots, 
will be protected as much as 
possible by the whistleblow-
er act as Trump and his state 
department continue to 
obstruct and stonewall.

Now the south lawn of 
the White House is the 
scene of Trump in front of 
the entire world, openly 
inviting Ukraine and China 
to investigate his rival. 

But the plot thickens, for 
now under arrest before 
their one-way ticket took 
effect, are two men helping a 
gullible Giuliani on Trump’s 

smear campaign against 
Biden. They were funneling 
foreign money to a Trump 
PAC to influence our elec-
tions. 

Now there’s something 
to defend, just like Trump’s 
nasty and vicious com-
ments about Schiff, Biden 
and President Obama, too 
explicit to print.

The scandal continues 
to grow. The mountains of 
evidence are piling up. Set 
him out.

Anita L. Griffith
Vermilion

LETTERS
FROM PAGE 6A

NOWLAN
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is why Wall Street pores over 
the data from the many sur-
veys of consumer sentiment. 
If we stop gorging ourselves 
with food, doo-dads and 
services, beyond our needs, 
our economy collapses.

Doesn’t it worry readers that 
if consumers suddenly decided 
to stop shopping, for reasons 
of anxiety about our economic 
future or whatever, we would 
be in deep economic doo-doo?

And shouldn’t our govern-
ment be saving for a rainy 
day, rather than piling on 
trillions in long-term debt 
simply to stimulate more 
current consumption?

Fourth: Are humans be-
coming helpless in the age of 
digital helpmates? Have you 
ever asked a teen behind the 
counter at a gas station for 
directions? He or she looks at 

you as if you’re from another 
planet. I’m sure he wonders 
why I haven’t already looked 
the directions up on my cell-
phone (which I can do).

Computers find everything 
for us. Farmers around me 
aren’t even allowed to fix 
their own equipment. 

It’s as if digital technology 
is somehow, surreptitiously, 
relegating humans to total de-
pendency, helplessness. If so, 
what are the consequences?

Five: Why don’t officials 
act to ban assault-style weap-
ons of war like AR 15s and 
AK 47s, each able to spew out 
scores of bullets per minute? 
I live in rural gun country. 
Many of my friends have sev-
eral guns, for hunting, target 
practice as well as personal 
and home defense, which I 
think is fine. 

None of my friends, how-
ever, so far as I know, has the 
need for his own weapon of 

war. Yet these rat-a-tat guns 
have to be absolute magnets 
for pathologically insecure 
men whose battered self-es-
teem is bolstered by owner-
ship of big weapons. 

If the world of responsible 
gun owners, as most are, 
came out against weapons 
of war, their standing in the 
larger society would be en-
hanced, especially by parents 
who are now fearful of letting 
their kids go to the malls. 
What am I missing here, as 
there isn’t even much talk of 
banning such weapons?

Any thoughtful observa-
tions to guide me, or straight-
en me out, much appreciated.

(For many years, Jim Nowl-
an was a senior fellow and 
political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urba-
na-Champaign. He has worked 
for three unindicted governors 
and published  a weekly news-
paper in central Illinois.)

The task force estimated 
the costs of these changes 
at between $14 million and 
$19 million a year over five 
years. 

The estimated investment 
gains from consolidation are 
between $164 million and 
$500 million per year over 
five years.

But this is Illinois, and if 
I’ve learned anything in this 
job it’s that estimated costs 
are almost always too low 
and estimated returns are 
almost always too high. I’ll 
believe those projections 
when I see them. 
If this succeeds, however, 

it might set the template 
for dealing with the same 
sort of Tier Two federal 
law issues facing the state’s 
three big pension funds 
(state workers, suburban 
and downstate teachers 
and university employees). 
Make some benefit tweaks 
to get them into line with 
federal law along with some 
other benefit changes and 
then consolidate assets.  

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitol-
fax@gmail.com.
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robot as a project at the Edgar 
County 4-H Fair.

“She was the only person in 
that competition and said it 
would have been fun if more 
people were involved,” said St. 
Clair and credited Crandell 
with following up by creating a 
robotics club.

Some of the club mem-
bers were working with Legos 
MINDSTORM® kits. The kits 
are multifaceted so after build-
ing a robot and programming 
it to perform a task everything 
can be disassembled and re-
configured in a different man-
ner with a new task. 

St. Clair likes for the youths 
to work in teams. She said a 
team of two is best but three or 
four is also acceptable. 

“Some kids are better at 
building and some are better at 
coding,” she said.

4-H member Addilee Gill 
agreed. She was busy taking 
apart a robot.

“I don’t really do technol-
ogy, but I’m really good at 
Legos®,” Gill said.

St. Clair sees the robotics 
club as a reflection of what is 
waiting in the future for the 
club members.

“Programming robots is 
what they will do in the future,” 
said St. Clair. “The robots at 
NAL have to be programmed. 
It is endless what they can do.”

As a former art teacher, St. 
Clair also sees artistry in the 
science and technology the club 
members find so fascinating.

“You’re building. You’re cre-
ating. It’s your imagination. It’s 
everything,” said St. Clair.
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vehicle purchase, insurance, 
maintenance, housing expens-
es, supplies and equipment 
would come in on top of that.  

“If that’s the only choice, the 
special service area is preferred, 
but we want it on the ballot,” 
said Mike Taylor, the Ross 
Township representative to 
NECAS. “I don’t know of any-
one that doesn’t want to keep 
the ambulance, but the public 
should vote on it.”

Ross Township resident 
John Craig was in the audience 
and he had a different take on 
the issue.

“I think it would pass, so why 
not go ahead and do it any-
way?” asked Craig.

NECAS board president 
Kevin Julian questioned attor-
ney Robert Morris if a majority 
vote of the board is sufficient to 
ask the county board to create 
a special service area. Morris 
stated a belief that a unanimous 
vote is preferable, and Taylor 
indicated he would vote no for 
anything other than placing the 
question on the March primary 
ballot.

County board chairman Jeff 
Voigt was present at the meet-
ing and said the board stands 

ready to do anything possible 
to help. He also reminded ev-
eryone the referendum ques-
tion is advisory only and even a 
majority of people voting sup-
port for the special service area 
does not make it happen. It still 
requires the county board to 
pass an ordinance and that trig-
gers the 120-day waiting peri-
od to give any opponents time 
to circulate a protest petition 
before the ordinance becomes 
final. 

The NECAS board ap-
proved an instruction for Mor-
ris to draft a referendum ques-
tion and to file it with Edgar 
County Clerk and Recorder 
August Griffin before the Dec. 
31 deadline.

“I don’t have a problem with 
an advisory vote,” said Julian.

Also discussed during the 
meeting was how to keep NE-
CAS going until special service 
area tax money is available in 
July 2021.

“The local communities will 
have to dig into the taxes to pro-
vide the money,” said NECAS 
board member Daren Craig.

Taylor agreed.
“The townships will have to 

give a little more to provide a 
cushion,” said Taylor. “We have 
to set those township levies in 
December.”

NECAS
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ENERSTAR DONATES TO NECAS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

EnerStar Electric Cooperative made a $7,500 donation to the Northern Edgar County Ambu-
lance Service (NECAS) to help fix the ambulance bay’s heating and cooling system. Left to 
right, Mike Taylor, Kevin Julian, Jeremy Neal, Daren Craig and Vic Wheeler. Julian serves on 
both the NECAS and EnerStar boards.

After it was revealed the cre-
ation of a special service area 
means the county board as-
sumes responsibility and bids 
the ambulance, some concern 
was raised about how to guar-
antee the winning bidder will 
staff an ambulance in Chris-
man, and not Paris. 

Voigt replied it is all in how 
the ordinance is created and 
the bidding specification. If 
the ordinance and the contract 
require an ambulance in Chris-
man staffed around the clock, 
that is what bidders must pro-
pose and honor. 

The county board current-
ly oversees the special service 
area that supplies ambulance 
service for Hunter, Stratton, 
Elbridge, Symmes, Grandview, 
Buck and Paris Townships. 
Voigt said county board mem-
bers are agreeable to altering 
the ambulance oversight com-
mittee to include represen-
tation from northern Edgar 
County, if a special service area 
is created for that part of the 
county. 

Audience members said ear-
lier in the evening that waiting 
for an ambulance from Paris is 
not acceptable, especially if the 
emergency is in the far north-
west or northeast corners of the 
county.

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

The Chrisman Board of Ed-
ucation worked through a full 
schedule Tuesday, Oct. 15, 
hearing an information-packed 
presentation from Midwest 
Wind & Solar before turning 
to the tense health insurance 
situation.

Midwest Wind & Solar rep-
resentatives Marc van Dongen 
and Debra Howe spoke about 
the advantages and feasibility 
of solar power for Chrisman’s 
schools.  

One of van Dongen’s lead-
ing points was that solar pow-
er saves money. Illinois gave a 
particular advantage in 2016 by 
passing the Future Energy Jobs 
Act (FEJA), requiring large 
utility companies to expand 
their capacity for clean energy. 
Thus, entities who install pan-
els are awarded Solar Renew-
able Energy Credits (SRECs), 
which the state buys back to 
build up their solar portfolio 
for FEJA’s 2030 deadline.

Solar panels at Chrisman 
would decrease the kilowatts 
per hour (kWh) Chrisman 
already buys from Homefield 
Energy. Another advantage is 
net metering, by which excess 
kWh go onto the power grid 
for credit, which the school can 
later use to take power from the 
grid at no charge.

A school’s financial gain de-
pends on whether they involve 
a third party in their financing 
plan or pay independently. 

A third-party deal, or Power 
Purchase Agreement (PPA), 
is the one most often used by 
schools and municipalities. 
Here, a tax equity investor pays 
for installation, maintenance 
and insurance, then collects 
the tax benefits from owning a 
solar array. The school buys the 
solar energy at a fixed, reduced 
rate from the investor, instead 
of from the utility.

A PPA optimizes budgeting. 
The electric savings for Chris-
man High School is estimated 
at $8,578 after one year and 

$330,112 after 25 years. After 
the warranty expires at that 25-
year mark, the investor would 
offer three options: renew the 
agreement, buy out the array 
or cancel the contract. Can-
celing makes the investor pay 
to remove the array, which the 
school could use it as a bargain-
ing chip to get a good price for 
buyout. Well-maintained pan-
els can last up to 40 years.

The board faces more ex-
penses if they pursue their own 
financing route, but also great-
er dividends. Total installation 
and equipment costs are in the 
range of $450,000. However, 
the first year would see $25,793 
in energy cost reduction, and a 
rebate on the panels’ inverter 
would return about $64,000 to 
the school within six months. 
SRECs would provide about 
$95,000 dollars after four years.

“Certainly, your year one 
savings are higher if you deploy 
your own capital,” said van 
Dongen.

Preliminary designs give the 
option of 468-480 panels ei-
ther on the ground or atop the 
roof at Chrisman High School, 
and 213 on the roof of the el-
ementary school. If installed 
on the ground, a Curriculum 
Development Educational Ar-
ray could be included to allow 
teachers to safely do hands-on 
STEM demonstrations. 

The board was urged to 
reach a decision as soon as pos-
sible since FEJA incentives are 
in what van Dongen called a 
sunset phase. 

The board revisited the mas-
sive health insurance bobble 
that left the Illinois Educator’s 
Risk Management Co-op 
(IERMP) dramatically under-
funded. Schools were under-
charged for coverage, so Lo-
man-Ray and Health Alliance 
must now scramble to recoup 
their losses and realign cash 
flow. Fortunately, Acklin be-
lieves the situation is improv-
ing. Loman-Ray is taking the 
mistake seriously and is con-
cerned about the effect it will 

Solar energy, insurance 
tension dominate meeting

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.co

KANSAS  – The results of 
the 5Essentials Organizing 
Schools for Improvement Sur-
vey for the Kansas schools were 
distributed to Kansas Board of 
Education members at their 
regular meeting Wednesday, 
Oct. 16.

Principal Cindy Spencer dis-
cussed the results, noting local 
students, teachers and parents 
participate in the survey and 
this year the response rate was 
well over the state average. 
She added the results are orga-
nized for school improvement 
based on more than 80 student 
questions and 150 teacher 
questions compiled into 22 
measures of school climate and 
practice that is formatted into 
five essentials. 

Spencer said she will con-
centrate on the lowest mea-
sures which were collaborative 
practices, innovation and math 
instruction and include those 
points in her school improve-
ment plan. 

Teacher-principal trust was 
ranked the highest in the ef-
fective leaders category in both 
schools’ report. 

“I think this is fantastic,” said 
Spencer. 

The report in detail for Kan-
sas Elementary School and 
Kansas High School can be 

found at https://www.5-essen-
tials.org/illinois/5e/2019/.

During the principle report, 
Spencer noted the school and 
students are benefiting from 
the state funded free breakfast 
and lunch grant program that 
was implemented at the be-
ginning of the school year. She 
said the school cafeteria served 
532 breakfasts and 678 lunch-
es in August compared to one 
year ago in 2018 when the cafe-
teria served 195 breakfasts and 
445 lunches. After comparing 
similar numbers in September 
2018 and September 2019, 
Spencer said, “We are seeing 
a significant difference and we 
are thrilled about that.” 

The students recently com-
pleted two of the three fire 
drills for the year along with 
an active shooter drill. A sec-
ond all-school active shooter 
drill will be held in the spring 
in which the recently installed 
second story emergency es-
cape ladders will be used.

Spencer noted the end of the 
first quarter was Wednesday 
and grade cards will be sent 
home next week. She also add-
ed that Kansas High School is 
hosting the volleyball regionals 
at the end of the month.

Auditor Kent Kull of Mose, 
Yockey, Brown, Kull, LLC of 
Shelbyville presented the final 
school district audit report to 

have on schools, reportedly 
spending $2 million to con-
trol the damage and make 
payments on claims. 

“I think we’re probably 
on the right track for getting 
this turned around,” he said.

Acklin also spoke to 
actuary Steve Bushue to 
discuss alternative plans 
to mitigate the incom-
ing premium hike, which 
is expected to be a 14 to 
38 percent increase from 
what schools are already 
paying. Alternative plans 
range from a 15.5 percent 
increase to a 5 percent de-
crease depending on the 
plan. District bookkeeper 
Sunny Hughes sent copies 
of the alternative plans to 
all the school staff currently 
insured under the IERMP. 

The earliest the school 
can leave the co-op is Sep-
tember 2020. Acklin said 
that decision will be based 
on what other insurance is 
available. 

Better news came with 
the 2019 auditor’s report, 
which the school board 
quickly approved. Operat-
ing costs decreased, and the 
district was able to budget 
another $513,267 into the 
education, building and 
transportation funds, while 
holding $2.28 million in 
reserve. Next fiscal year 
the district conservative-
ly expects the surplus in 
those funds will be around  
$274,885. 

Principle Cole Huber 
reported moving break-
fast into the school day as 
opposed to before it has 
resulted in more students 
starting their day off with 
proper nutrition. Instances 
of behavioral problems  and 
students feeling unwell have 
dropped.

Huber has also been told 
that all three Chrisman 
schools have received Com-
mendable status on their 
State Report Cards. 

Kansas takes improvement survey
each school board member 
before reviewing the main 
points, including the finan-
cial statements.

“It is a positive year for 
the district in a cash flow 
perspective,” said Kull add-
ing the district again scored 
the highest points, which 
are four points, by the state 
board of education in as-
sessing the district’s finan-
cial profile.  

“This is how the state 
board quantitatively mea-
sures the financial health of 
the school district...looking 
at five bullet points and 
giving your school a score 
of four, the highest, which 
is considered strong finan-
cially by the state board of 
education,” said Kull. “You 
were a four the year before 
so congratulations.” 

The board unanimously 
approved the auditor report 
before going into closed ses-
sion.

Following the closed 
session, the board voted to 
employ student Aydonne 
Sutton as a part-time custo-
dian at $8.25 per hour. Sut-
ton will help clean following 
home ballgames. The next 
Kansas board of education 
meeting is one hour later 
than normal at 7 p.m. on 
Nov. 20.

PHS
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and Crestwood students, op-
portunities to have hands-on 
lessons about pollinators and 
their importance to Edgar 
County commercial agricul-
ture, gardens and so much 
more.

Board member John San-
chez expressed a concern 
about committing future 
boards to the project, ques-
tioning “What if we need that 
land for something else?”

Tucker said the answer is 
simple. “You just start mowing 
the area again,” he explained.

A controlled burn will like-
ly be needed before the acre-
age is seeded, Tucker said. 
Pheasants Forever members 
are trained about doing a con-
trolled burn and will work 
with the Paris Fire Depart-
ment.

“I can’t think of any down-
side to this,” Tucker conclud-
ed. 

In other business, the 
board received the school’s 
audit report from Larsson, 
Woodyard and Henson. The 
high school’s bookkeeping is 
through Paris District 95, said 
Daylea Ethridge who present-
ed the audit. 

Ethridge noted only one of 
the school’s funds finished in 
the red for the fiscal year — 
IMRF at $4,400. Last year, 
there were four funds, she 
said. 

The board also:
nAccepted the resignations 

of PHS track coaches Jordan 
Stallings and Mary Ann Stall-
ings, effective immediately.
nAccepted the resignation 

of Mark Johnson as the PHS 
bass fishing club sponsor, ef-
fective Sept. 7.
nExtended the board’s 

thanks to the First Christian 
Church for once again spon-
soring Lunch on the Lawn. 
Co-interim principal Lorraine 
Bailey said the congregation 
prepares lunch for all PHS 
students during Homecoming 
week and ahead of the class 
games. 
nApproved the use of the 

Paris Center of Fine Arts from 
4-9 p.m. on Jan. 8 by the Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes.
nHeard a report on the re-

cent in-service day at PHS for 
teachers by co-interim princi-
pal Carol Jones.
nHeard a couple of PHS 

teachers are considering of-
fering an SAT review class for 
students. It will likely begin in 
January.
nRecognized all of the 

paid and volunteer coaches 
who work with PHS athletes 
during National Coaches 
Week.

Ecology team takes third place
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Crestwood’s Ecology Team 
once again proved to be one of 
the best in the area, the Crest-
wood Unit 4 school board 
learned during its October 
meeting Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 
the school.

The ecology team, coached 
by Andrea Lau, earned third 
place out of 21 teams during 
the annual competition at 
Lake Shelbyville, accord-
ing to Crestwood Superin-
tendent of Schools Danette 

Young.
Junior High math teacher 

Michelle Duke has also been 
honored as the Paris Lions 
Club teacher of the month, 
Young announced.

In other business, the 
board:
nHeard a presentation 

from Ron Richardson of 
FGM.
nApproved an interagency 

agreement with the Illinois 
State Police.
nAuthorized bidding for 

the district’s insurance for the 

2020-2021 school year.
nHeard parent-teacher 

conferences will be Oct. 23-
24. The conferences will be 
from 3:30-7 p.m. on Oct. 23 
and 2:35-6:30 p.m. on Oct. 
24.
nAccepted the resignation 

of Chelsea Cater effective 
Oct. 10, 2019.
nApproved maternity 

leave for Mariah McConkey.
nHired Holly Winans as a 

paraprofessional.
nHired Tim Saiter has an 

assistant track coach.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Gage Wright, standing, and Cash Kuglin, seated, consult the 
manual while attempting to program the robot they built in the 
Robotics 4-H Club. The goal was to have the robot follow a line 
and take directions via a built in microphone to pick up verbal 
commands. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris High School sophomore Cooper Kuglin works on a robot 
during the Robotics 4-H Club meeting. The goal for his robot is to 
sense when it reaches a barrier.



BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris Lady Tigers set up a show-
down with Newton for the 2019 LIC 
volleyball title Thursday, dispatching 
Robinson in straight sets.

The Paris team continued its school 
record-setting 2019 season defeating 
Robinson in straight sets 25-13, 25-9 
at Robinson Thursday evening. 

Earlier this week, Paris took down 
the Tuscola Warriors in straight sets 
25-15, 25-21 in the annual Paris Lady 
Tigers Pink Night. 

Paris extended its winning streak to 
11 straight with Thursday’s win over 
Robinson. According to MaxPreps.
com, Paris is ranked 7th in the state in 
the class 2A volleyball rankings. 

“The LIC is tough and you never 
know who is going to be the biggest 
competition,” Paris Coach Christy 
Pinkston said in assessing Thursday’s 
important LIC win. “It is always good 
to go into a game and win, regardless of 
who (in the LIC) it is.” 

Paris, now 22-2 for the season, es-
tablished another school record for 
wins with this week’s victories. 

Robinson could not hang with the 
Lady Tigers Thursday dropping the 
match 25-13, 25-9.

The win was important, Pinkston 
pointed out, because it sets up Thurs-
day’s game against Newton, who are 
also undefeated in the LIC. It will also 
be senior night for the Lady Tigers.

 The Lady Tigers were sharp in the 
Robinson matchup as Emma Pinkston 
led the attack with 12 kills on 16 at-
tempts with a .750 hitting percentage. 
Pinkston, who is ranked number 11 in 
Class 2A for kills, added two aces and 
four digs during the match. Sara Burger 
had five kills, six digs and a team-high 
three aces. Lizzie Rouse had four kills 
to pair with a team-high three blocks. 
Payton Block dished out 18 assists in 
the LIC win. 

On Tuesday, Paris took on non-con-
ference opponent Tuscola, beating the 
always tough Douglas county team 25-
15, 25-21. 

Offensively, Paris was paced by Pink-
ston and Rouse who each had nine 
kills. Pinkston added four aces, seven 
digs and a block in the contest. Rouse 
also added a block and an assist. Burger 
added five kills, one ace and a dig. Ka-
trina Strow had a team-high eight digs. 
Block added 22 assists in the win. 

Leadership has been one of the key 
focal points for this Paris team, with 
players stepping up across the roster to 
help build on the foundation that has 
been laid down by past Lady Tigers 
past, the Paris coach noted.

With a talent-packed roster and con-
sistent communication already built 
into this group, the leadership that has 
developed from the captains and oth-
ers has been a welcome sight for Pink-

ston. 
“The captains on this team lift up 

and lead by example and the girls know 
how to learn from everything,” Pink-
ston said. “The girls are supportive of 
each other and that has been amazing 
to watch through the year.” 

The Newton game isn’t the only con-
test on the Paris schedule next week. 
Theomeup is once again packed  for the 
Lady Tigers s as they travel to Neoga at 
6:15 p.m. Monday before traveling to 
Danville for a 6 p.m. game Wednesday.

Paris ends its regular season on at 7 
p.m. Thursday on Senior Night against 
Newton in a contest that will decide 
the LIC championship. 

“Newton is so tough and a strong 
team,” Pinkston said. “The girls are 
moving well together though and I 
hope they will come out strong on 
Thursday against them.” 

Newton holds the same conference 
record as Paris, with both programs 
undefeated at 7-0 through 2019. A win 
over Newton would not only contin-
ue to extend the total wins in a season 
program record, but also secure the 
first-ever LIC title for the Lady Tigers. 

“This team is excited about doing 
something that has never been done 
before,” Pinkston said. “They appreci-
ate what they are doing and they know 
what they want.” 
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TCT VB 
on a roll
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

The Tri-County volley-
ball team has managed to 
string together several good 
wins with postseason play 
looming. 

The Titans latest victory 
came at the expense of De-
catur Lutheran, who fell to 
Tri-County 13-25, 25-21 
and 30-28 at Decatur. 

The Titans got off to a 
slow start as the Lions won 
the first set 25-13, but man-
aged to bounce back to win 
set two 25-21.  Tri-County 
managed to win a back-
and-forth third set 30-28 
to win the match two sets 
to one. 

Kaylenn Hunt and Ca-
ilynne Phillips each had 
ten kills. Chelli Hall had 17 
digs.  Natalee Gough had 
nine digs. Brooke Baker 
added eight digs and two 
aces off the bench.  Melia 
Eskew had 21 assists. Izzy 
Carroll had seven digs.

Before the victory over 
Decatur, the Titans cele-
brated senior night with 
a 25-20, 25-14 sweep of 
Argenta-Oreana Tuesday, 
OCt. 15. 

Eight Tri-County seniors 
were honored for their con-
tributions during their time 
with the program. 

Tri-County came into 
the match having lost three 
of its last four matches but 
the Titans got their mojo 
going at the right time 
to sweep the Bombers in 
straight sets 25-20 and 25-
14 to get back into the win 
column.

In the first set, the Bomb-
ers got off to a quick 5-1 lead 
as the Titans started six se-
niors in honor of their sup-
port to the team. 

Tri-County then used 
a 5-0 run to take a 6-5 lead 
before Argenta-Oreana 
answered with a 7-3 run 
of their own to go back up 
12-9. 

That was when the Titans 
finally got into a rhythm us-
ing a 13-6 streak to go back 
up 22-18 and hold off the 
Bombers to win 25-20.

Tri-County used its mo-
mentum to go up 5-1 in 
the second set before the 
Bombers went on a 9-4 win 
to go up 10-9.  The Titans 
then went on a 9-1 run to 
go up 18-11 before winning 
the set 25-14. 

The match ended in fairy 
tale style with the Titans 
leading 24-15 and serving 
for the match when Klara 
Zajickova, a foreign ex-
change student from Slova-
kia that is going to Kansas, 
got her first ever kill on the 
final point finding a spot 
near the end line to give 
Tri-County the win. 

Kaylenn Hunt finished 
with six kills and 10 blocks. 
Cailynne Phillips added six 
kills and three blocks. Mad-
ison Shirley had three digs 
and three aces. Melia Eskew 
chipped in 14 assists and 
two blocks.

Tri-County is hosting a  
regional for the second time 
in three years and was seed-
ed third in Sub-Sectional A 
of the Windsor Sectional 
complex.

The Titans will get a bye 
and play in the semi-finals in 
Kansas on Tuesday, Oct.29 
at 6:30 p.m. against the 
winner of the first round 
contest that will be played 
on Monday, Oct. 28 at 6:30 
p.m. featuring sixth-seeded 
Chrisman and 11th-seeded 
Neoga. 

Here to 
help you 
retire.

I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944

Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

Tigers outlast Maroons
Paris races out to a 21-0 lead then has to hold on as Robinson give PHS an LIC scare 
BY JEFF CHAMBERS 
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

ROBINSON — For 24 
minutes of Friday’s Little Illini 
Conference match-up against 
Robinson, the Paris Tigers 
looked every bit like the de-
fending LIC champions, as 
well as the league leaders this 
season. 

High school football games 
are not 24 minutes long and 
somewhere along the way the 
Tigers lost their momentum, 
eventually holding off the Ma-
roons 28-26 to earn their sev-
enth win of the season against 
just one loss. Robinson falls 
to 3-5 overall and 2-5 in the 
LIC.

Following last week’s gruel-
ing win in the mud at Olney, 

the Tigers wasted little time 
in lighting up the scoreboard 
Friday. 

A bad snap on the first 
play of the game led to a sec-
ond-and-28 for Paris. Senior 
tailback Coy Landrum took 
care of the yards lost and 
more as he streaked down 
the sideline and outran every 
defender on his way to an 84-
yard touchdown. Ethan Gra-
ham tacked on the extra point 
and the Tigers led it 7-0, just 
0:59 into the game.

The Tiger defense held 
Robinson to a three-and-out. 
Paris took over near mid-field 
on their second possession-
and embarked on a 10-play 
54-yard drive featuring 10 
straight runs. 

Quarterback Danny Per-
ry accounted for 14 yards of 
those yards, Sam Mays picked 
up 19, nd Nathan Zorn picked 
up the remaining 21, includ-
ing the final yard into the end 
zone. Graham’s extra-point 
attempt sailed wide, but the 
Tigers led it 13-0 at the 4:39 
mark of the first period. 

Robinson ran just two 
plays on their next possession 
before Zorn jarred the ball 
loose, and Mays recovered it 
at the Maroon’s 38-yard line. 

Perry found Mason Hutch-
ings all alone in the slot for 
a 26-yard gain down to the 
Robinson 10. After a Rob-
inson timeout and facing a 
third-and-goal from the five, 
Perry found Hutchings in the 

corner of the end zone for 
a touchdown. Perry called 
his own number on the two-
point conversion and the Ti-
gers led 21-0 at the 1:32 mark 
of the first quarter. 

Robinson cut into the lead 
on the fourth play of the sec-
ond quarter, as running back 
Tyler Beard scored on an 
8-yard run. The extra point 
was no good making the score 
21-6. 

The teams traded posses-
sions for the next 10 min-
utes of action, but the Tigers 
struck with what appeared 
to be the dagger right before 
halftime. 

Facing a third-and-8 at the 
Tiger 40-yard line, freshman 
quarterback Wes Jackson was 

intercepted by senior cor-
nerback Chase Hays at the 
30. Hays stepped in front of 
the intended receiver, then 
streaked down the Robinson 
sideline for a 70-yard touch-
down. Hays was assisted on 
the return by a huge block 
from Zorn who took out two 
would-be tacklers with one 
block in front of the Maroon 
bench. Graham split the up-
rights to make it 28-6 with 
1:08 left in the half.

Robinson made an adjust-
ment in the locker room at 
the half, and Robinson Coach 
Casey Pinnell made a con-
certed effort to run the ball 
right at the Tiger defense. 

His plan worked to a tee 

A big W 
for TCT 
football
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

OAKLAND — The 
Tri-County Titans moved 
one game closer to IHSA 
football playoff eligibility 
with a convincing 35-7 win 
over Sangamon Valley on 
Senior Night Friday at Ti-
tan Field.

With just two weeks left 
in the high school football 
regular season, the stakes 
were at high level for the 
Titans in a Lincoln Prairie 
Conference tilt.  

With the Titans sitting at 
3-4 overall with 32 playoff 
points to their credit, the 
goal was very simple — 
win their final two games 
to punch their ticket into 
the playoffs for the first 
time since 2014. 

The night was filled with 
honoring the seven Titan 
senior players for all of the 
hard work they have put in 
the last four years with the 
hope of sending them off 
with a win on their home 
turf one last time and keep 
their playoff hopes alive.

Step one of that plan is 
complete.

The Titans jumped out 
to a quick 21-0 lead in the 
first quarter and held off 
several Storm drives to pull 
away for a 35-7 win and 
even their record heading 
into the final week of the 
season.

Tri-County got the scor-
ing going early just 1:22 
into the contest as Dame-
on Bolton took an end 
around to the far side and 
went 40 yards for the open-
ing score with 10:38 left.  
Filippo Bosio added the 
extra point and the Titans 
were up 7-0.  

After the two teams trad-
ed punts, Bolton went back 
to work on the third Titan 
drive on the same exact 
play finding the sideline 
to go 44 yards for a touch-
down with 6:23 left in the 
quarter.  Bosio’s extra point 
made the score 14-0.  

Late in the same quarter, 
the Titans struck pay dirt 
once again via the ground 
game as Lane Bisby scam-
pered in from 26 yards 
out. Bosio drilled the extra 
point and Tri-County was 
up 21-0 after the first 12 
minutes of play.

In the second quarter, 

LIC VB title is on the line
Paris, Newton face off for 
LIC crown at PHS Thusday

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger junior Emma Pinkston (3) makes a play during Tuesday annual Pink Out 
game against Tuscola while teammate Payton Block looks on.

See TITANS, Page 10A

See TIGERS, Page 10A
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NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – GUARANTEED

SENIOR OR MILITARY DISCOUNT!
We off er Senior & Military discounts

ON TOP of the 15% off  & 0% fi nancing!

 CALL US TODAY
For A FREE Estimate!

1-844-262-9750

AND!

FINANCING*
OFF ENTIRE
LEAFFILTER

®

PURCHASE**0% %15
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  Li-
cense# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  License# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  

License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  
License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# 

HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230  Registration# 366920918 Registra-
tion# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  

Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H *Contact us for additonal details

Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

 
OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

BBQ Pulled Pork   $3.50

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK: Butter Pecan

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Now Serving 
Homemade 

Soups

Chicken Strips, Fries & Drink
$6.99

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Paris Junior

Wednesday, October 23rd

from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Welcomes all Edgar County Boys and Girls, 4-6th grade! 
League

Saturday, October 26th 

3:30 p.m

Basketball Registration

Basketball Try-outs

at Ernie Eveland Gym

Multi-Consignor 
Estate Auction

Saturday, October 26th, 2019
10:00AM Paris, Illinois

Held at the Tucker Wood Auction Facility
7464 IL HWY 1, Paris, IL 61944

Sellers: Monte Spillman, Jamie Temples, 
The Washburn family

Very well maintained household furniture; quality
couches; chairs; white wicker furniture; wooden 

dresser; wooden hutch; wooden cabinets; lamps; 
dining room table and chairs; crock; cookbooks; 

glassware; wall hangings; work bench; hand tools, 
drills; parts; ladders; PLUS a lot left to be unpacked 

so please check the website for updates

More photos available at www.tuckerwood.com

Tucker Wood Auctions
217-822-2386

IL License 441.001382

Multi-Consignor 
Estate Auction

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Tenderized 
Chicken Breast

$4.50/lb

PHS tennis in sectionals today
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris girls tennis team 
had an up and down week but 
ended it on a high note on Tues-
day with a 5-4 Little Illini con-
ference victory over Newton. 

Despite missing Kaitlyn and 
Kendall Mathews for the match-
up for family matters, the Tigers 
looked strong as the team clawed 
its way to the win over the 2019 
LIC tournament champions. 

Due to court shortages and 

impending weather, the 
contest was played in 10-
game pro sets and opened 
in doubles play as Chloe 
Waltz and Sarah Isaf won 
the No. 1 doubles spot 10-5. 
Emma Campbell and Dani 
Brooks were unable to re-
cover from an early deficit at 
No. 2 doubles, falling 10-2. 
Jenna Gates and Chloe Noel 
wrapped things up at No. 3 
doubles, winning 10-5. 

In singles play, Waltz 
took over the No. 1 singles 
spot before falling 10-1. Isaf 
moved up to No. 2 singles 
and dropped the contest 
10-5. The No. 3 singles po-
sition was won by Gates 10-
3. Campbell win the No. 4 
singles spot 10-4. Noel fell 
at No. 5 singles 10-2. Sara 
Mills closed out singels play 
at No. 6 singles, winning her 
matchup 10-4. 

Before the victory on 
Tuesday, Paris entered the 
LIC tournament on Satur-
day with high hopes. Despite 
those hopes though, fierce 
competition took its toll on 
the Tigers, who finished sixth 
as a team with 10.5 points. 

In singles play, Gates and 
Campbell competed for Par-
is. Gates got out to a strong 
start on the day, beating her 
Olney opponent 6-1, 4-6 and 
7-5 to advance past the first 
round. In the second round, 
Gates fell against Flora 6-1, 
6-4. Despite the setback to 
the back-draw bracket, Gates 
won her next matchip with 
Casey 6-2, 6-0. Gates finished 
her day after a loss to another 
opponent from Olney, finish-
ing in a tie for seventh overall 
in the tournament. 

Campbell had a simi-
lar path as Gates, winning 
her opening round match 
against Olney 7-5, 6-1. In 
the second round, Camp-
bell lost to Newton 6-0, 6-0 
to set her back to the back-
draw bracket. There, Camp-
bell won her third round 
match against Casey 6-2, 
6-0 before losing her final 
contest of the day to Rob-
inson 6-4, 6-2. Campbell 
finished tied for seventh in 
the tournament. 

In doubles play, Kaitlyn 
Mathews and Isaf competed 
together with a first-round 
bye. In the second round, 
the duo lost to Casey 7-5, 
6-7(2) and 6-3. In the back-
draw bracket the pair found 
a lot of success, initially 
beating Flora 7-5, 6-1 in the 
third round before capping 
the day with a victory over 
Kendall Mathews and Waltz 
of Paris 6-2, 6-2 to finish in a 
tie for fifth place. 

Kendall Mathews and 
Waltz took up the second 
doubles pairing for Paris, 
losing in the first round 
to Olney 1-6, 7-6(5) and 
7-6(8). In the back-draw 
bracket the duo had a sec-
ond-round bye before 
beating Flora 6-1, 6-2 in the 
third round. The pair lost to 
Kaitlyn Mathews and Isaf of 
Paris 6-2, 6-2. 

Crestwood bests Mayo girls
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Creestwood Lady Ea-
gles took down rival Mayo 
twice in their anuual battle 
Thursday, Oct. 10, at Eveland 
Gym.

The Crestwood seventh 
grade team coasted to a 42-8 
win while the eighth grade 
team edged the LAdy Red-
birds 41-38. 

The Crestwood seventh 
grade team was unyielding to 
Mayo in the 42-8 win.

 Graci Watson leading the 
Lady Eagles with 16 points, 
two rebounds, two assists 
and seven steals. Taylor Clark 
had 10 points, two rebounds, 
two steals and one assist. 
Mazie Mae Hawkins scored 
seven points to go along with 
five steals and one rebound. 
Samantha Kindred had five 
points, three rebounds and 

three assists. Sophie Hen-
derson had three points, one 
assist and one steal. Myah 
Bartos had two points and 
one rebound. Reese Lehman 
scored two points. Kilee Ed-
wards had one point, one 
assist one steal. Kylee Kelptz 
had one rebound. 

For the Lady Redbirds, 
Linda Selimoska had five re-
bounds in the contest. Paven 
Walker led the way with five 
points for the Lady Redbirds. 
Peighton Smith added two 
points and five rebounds. 
Bailey Plew netted one point 
and grabbed five rebounds .. 

The Crestwood eighth 
grade team picked up a strong 
victory over Mayo, winning 
the contest by just three 
points at 41-38. 

The Lady Eagles were led 
by Vivian Moore with 16 
points, six rebounds, four 

steals and one assist. Gracie 
Dyer scored 10 points to go 
along with three steals and 
one rebound. Taylor Clark 
scored nine points and had 
two assists and one steal. Au-
bree Leader had one rebound 
and one steal. Jami Wallace 
had one point and three re-
bounds. Cate Kirby had one 
rebound. Graci Watson had 
three points, five rebounds 
and one steal. Mazie Mae 
Hawkins had two points and 
two rebounds. 

The Lady Redbirds were 
paced by Peighton Smith 
with 19 points. Stephanie 
Johnson had eight points and 
five rebounds. Jaidyn Simp-
son had five points and five 
rebounds. Tori Moore had 
four points and six rebounds. 
Sami Milam had four points 
and five rebounds. Aubrey 
Wilson had five rebounds. 

the Storm finally got the 
ground game going using 
their quickness and speed 
through a rapid fire count to 
keep the Titans backpedaling 
driving all the way down to 
the Tri-County five yard line.  

Sangamon Valley then cap-
italized at the 6:08 mark as 
Robbie Campbell scored on 
a five yard touchdown run.  
Caleb Rutherford hit the ex-
tra point to cut the deficit to 
21-7.  

Later on, the Storm forced 
a turnover as Kenzal Lloyd 
fumbled a reception in Titan 
territory and Sangamon Val-
ley then drove once again into 
the Titan red zone getting 
down inside the Tri-County 
10 yard line.  

That quick fire offense kept 
the Titans guessing for most 
of the quarter.

TCT led at halftime 21-7.
In the third quarter, the Ti-

tan ground game went back 
to work hitting the end zone 
once again as Daniel Drake 
found a seam and went 22 
yards for a touchdown with 
7:53 left.  Bosio’s extra point 
pushed the Tri-County lead 
back up to 28-7.  

The Storm then fell victim 
to a swarming Titan defense 
getting good penetration into 
the backfield and forcing the 
Storm on their heels.

In the fourth quarter, the 
Storm was on another key 
drive after forcing another 
Titan turnover marching 
down to the Tri-County five 
yard line. The Titan defense 
was up to the challenge once 
again stopping the Storm on 
fourth down and two with a 
fumble recovery to get the 
ball back. 

On the next Titan drive, 
TCT made one of the big 
plays of the game on third and 
16 from their own 10-yard 
line as Mitch Pollock rolled 
to his left and on his second 

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

on their second possession as 
the Maroons reeled off a 12-
play, 66-yard scoring drive in 
which every play was a run. 
Beard capped off this scoring 
drive with his second score of 
the night to draw the Maroons 
within two scores at 28-14. 

On the ensuing kickoff, Paris 
mishandled the ball and Rob-
inson recovered at the Tiger 
34-yard line. Using the same 
game plan as their previous 
two drives, the Maroons ran 
the ball four more times with 
Beard covering the final 13 to 
make it 28-20 with 1:33 left in 
the third quarter. 

Paris embarked on 12-play 
drive of their own on their next 
possession, and actually had a 
first-and-goal at the Robinson 
10-yard line. Perry was sacked 
on third down resulting on a 
fourth and goal from the 25-
yard line. His desperation pass 
was batted down in the end 
zone giving the Maroons the 
ball with 8:34 left in the game.

Keeping with what got them 
back in the game in the second 
half, Robinson began a 12-play, 

75-yard scoring drive in which 
every play except for the final 
one was a run. On third-and-8 
from the Tiger 17, Ely Parker 
found Levi Dickerson wide 
open at the goal line for the 
score on only the second pass 
attempt of the second half. 

With the score 28-26, Rob-
inson needed to convert the 
two-point conversion to tie 
the score. The Maroons were 
whistled for a delay of game 
penalty, making the conversion 
attempt an 8-yard effort. Parker 
was tackled for a loss on the at-
tempt by Zorn to preserve the 
two-point lead with 4:07 re-
maining. Robinson did not get 
the ball back in the remainder 
of the game at the Tigers ran 
the ball eight straight times to 
wrap up the contest. 

Paris was out-gained for the 
first time all season as the Ma-
roons amassed 328 total yards 
compared to the Tigers’ 261. In 
fact, Robinson had more rush-
ing yards(291) than the Tigers 
had in total. The biggest differ-
ence in the game was a pair of 
interceptions by Garrett King 
and Hays with the latter re-
turned for a touchdown. Over 
the last two games, the Tigers 

have scored just three points in 
the second half. 

Leading the way offensively 
for the Tigers was Landrum 
with 130 yards on 11 carries 
and a touchdown. Zorn gained 
30 yards on eight touches, Per-
ry carried 10 times for 22 yards, 
Mays had 19 yards on his only 
tote and Hutchings did not 
gain a yard on a pair of carries. 

Through the air, Perry com-
pleted six-of-11 for 78-yards 
and a score. Hutchings hauled 
in five of those passes for 60 
yards and a touchdown. Mays 
caught the other pass for 18 
yards. Paris turned the ball over 
just one time, while Robinson 
committed three turnovers.

The Tigers will host the Flo-
ra Wolves on Friday night at 
Tiger Stadium in a matchup 
of two playoff-bound teams. 
It will also be Senior Night as 
12 members of the Tiger team 
will play their final regular-sea-
son game at home. Pairings for 
the IHSA State playoffs will be 
aired one week from tonight, 
with a viewing party to be 
held in The Den at Paris High 
School. That event will begin 
around 7 p.m. with more de-
tails to come.

read found a wide open Drew 
Bevill for a 40-yard gain to 
the midfield stripe to keep 
the drive alive.  

After that, the Titans then 
put an exclamation mark on 
the contest with 4:36 left as 
Pollock called his own num-
ber on a bootleg finding the 
sideline for a 15 yard touch-
down run.  Bosio hit the ex-
tra point to make the even-
tual final score 35-7 to keep 
Tri-County’s playoff hopes 
alive.  

It was the kind of win that 
Tri-County Coach Brian An-
derson hopes will continue 
to keep the fire going with the 
biggest game of the season 
coming up next week.

“We finally started talking 
about after the Arcola 
game,” he said.  “We started 
talking about playoffs.  We 
got to win two to get in and 
now we got to win one.  We 
jumped on them 21-0.  It 
was about as good of a start 
as we could have.  They 
started munching us a little 
bit.  We were really on our 
heels more than anything.  
I was just really frustrated 
and disappointed with our 
fight and our aggressive-
ness.  We really challenged 
them at halftime.  I thought 
that we were much better in 
the second half defensively.”

Unofficially, Dameon 
Bolton had four carries for 
106 yards and two touch-
downs while Daniel Drake 
had seven carries for 86 yards 
and a score.  Lane Bisby had 
15 carries for 97 yards and a 
score.  Mitch Pollock was 4 
of 7 passing for 87 yards and 
an interception while added 
four carries for 26 yards and 
a score.

The Titans (4-4 overall, 4-2 
Lincoln Prairie) will travel to 
Cerro Gordo Friday night for 
the season finale against the 
Cerro Gordo/Bement Bron-
cos in a Lincoln Prairie Con-
ference contest.  

With the Titans pretty se-
cure playoff points wise, a 
win should qualify them for 
the Class 1A playoffs while 
the Broncos will look to play 
spoiler after losing to the 
Cumberland Pirates 55-8 in 
Toledo to be knocked out of 
playoff contention coming in 
at 3-5.  

Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. at 
Cerro Gordo High School.
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BELOVED PASTRY HAS A DEEP-DISH HISTORY

Special to the Prairie Press

Autumn is when pie really shines. This staple of Thanksgiving and beyond was first baked in Britain during the 16th century, 
but that did not stop the colonies from adopting them into a culinary tradition as American as apple pie.

The aroma of freshly baked pie waft-
ing from a cozy kitchen instantly warms 
the hearts of those basking in its glory. 
Fall is prime pie-baking 
season, and there is 
no better time to try 
your hand at a few new 
autumnal desserts than 
right now.

We have loved 
pie longer than we 
have loved baseball. 
Even before we had a 
flag, we had pie. And 
though Americans like 
to take credit for this 
touchstone dessert, especially around 
Thanksgiving, the truth is that pie 
existed long before the first Pilgrim set a 
buckled shoe on Plymouth Rock.

Today, pie is as iconic as ever, and 
though there are plenty of shortcuts, 
baking a homemade pie is still a feat to 
be proud of. That’s why so many virgin 
bakers dance around their first pie 
dough. Pie symbolizes everything we 
value: ingenuity, resilience and a moth-
er’s love. Who wants to fail at those?

Every culture has made its mark on 
pie. As far back as 1300 B.C., Egyptian 
bakers were experimenting with a prim-
itive pie dough. The Greeks were the 
first to mix flour and water into a thick 
paste that could wrap — and preserve 
— meat. The first published Roman 
recipe came from the Roman Cato the 
Censor, for a goat cheese and honey pie.

According to the American Pie 
Council, fruit pies or tarts and pasties 
were probably first cooked in the 1500s, 
when English pastries brimmed with 
pears, quinces and apples. English lore 
credits Queen Elizabeth I with making 
the first cherry pie. 

When the Pilgrims landed, they 
made use of the exotic ingredients they 
discovered around them. Since the 
sweet apples and other fruit found in 

Pie season has arrived

NANCY
ZEMAN
COOKING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

Special to the Prairie Press

Many bakers will tell you that a good pie begins with the perfect crust, but how to 
achieve one is the subject of much debate.

England had not yet made it across the 
Atlantic, settlers turned to their Native 
American neighbors who recommend-
ed a few tasty berries.

Resourceful colonial women heeded 
their advice. They added cranberries, 
eggs and molasses to the belly-filling 
pies they served with every meal. When 
they ran out of fresh fruit, they substi-
tuted dried fruit.

By the turn of the 20th century, pie 
had become the undisputed symbol of 
American plenty and national pride. 
Women were judged by the quality of 
their pie crust. Every county fair had a 
pie contest. Every country store sold 
homemade pie. 

It’s unclear who coined the expres-
sion as American as apple pie. Some 
say it was growers trying to push apple 
consumption during Prohibition when 
hard cider was banned. One of the earli-
est recorded instances is attributed to an 

opera singer in Chicago, Alice Gentle, 
who in 1921 solicited money from a 
millionaire to fund an American opera. 

The San Antonio Light reported 
Gentle saying that an American opera 
would be, “as American as apple pie, 
wheat cakes, corn on the cob, one-night 
stands and mail-order houses.”

The key to the perfect pie, in my 
humble opinion, begins with the crust. 
A good pie is all about the crust. A pie 
crust must be a flaky, buttery perfection. 

What makes a great pie crust? One 
word: butter and the better the butter 
the better the crust. Those bakers who 
favor lard or shortening argue their 
chosen ingredient produces a tender, 
flaky crust and that may be true. But lard 
and shortening can’t compete with the 
flavor of butter — especially creamy, 
rich European style butter which boasts 
a higher fat content and less water than 

See ZEMAN, Page 2B

Something as simple as a 
conversation can become a 
source of humor.  

It might 
begin 
like, “Did 
you hear 
about the 
Catholic 
priest who 
went fish-
ing with 
a Baptist 
preacher?” 
Or “two 
guys met 

at a bar.” There’s always a 
story about a town drunk 
or maybe an old maid. The 
possibilities are endless. 
This one concerns a farmer 
meeting a politician.

Rain was drizzling steadi-
ly one summer day. Sandy’s 
Coffee Shop was located 
next to the grain elevator 
in a corn belt village where 
tractors were often seen 
driving along the main drag 
pulling farm implements.  

Farmers were typically 
busy this time of year. If not 
spraying corn or soybeans, 
they were combining 
wheat. If not that, some 
were transporting beef 
cattle to an auction barn. 
Others were repairing 
malfunctioning equipment 
or worn fences. It was also 
time for baling the second 
cutting of hay and newly 
accumulated wheat straw.  

A stranger in Valley 
Junction would normally 
marvel at how busy were 
people involved in agricul-
ture, but a rainy day was 
different. Seemed like nine 
farmers in 10 welcomed 
the rain so they could take 
a well-earned break from 
chores. Thus the coffee 
shop was almost full. The 
guys were full of chatter, 
grateful for the opportunity 
to gab about herbicides and 
weed control, fertilizers, 
hybrid seeds, new equip-
ment, registered bulls, road 
improvement, soybeans in 
Brazil, the market price of 
corn and on and on. Some 
cussed the rain for causing 
hay baling delays while 
others rejoiced because it 
would boost crop yields.

Into this hive of multiple 
conversations walked Elzo 
Smyth, an elderly cattle 
raiser wearing bib overalls 
over a clean khaki shirt. 
Atop his head was a shiny 
new ball cap that featured 
a red and white checkered 
Purina Feeds logo. Elzo was 
70, but the country life had 
been good for his health. 
Never a medical concern 
throughout his life, he rose 

Ever hear 
of the 
circle fly?

See CODGER, Page 2B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

This past week, I 
preached a message titled 
“Do Not Worry.” 

The Bi-
ble verses 
referenced 
were 
Matthew 
6:19-34, 
where Je-
sus spoke 
about how 
God takes 
care of 
the birds 
of the air 
and the flowers of the field, 
thus he takes care of us in 
even a greater way. It is so 
easy to worry. 

Jesus said, “Why do 
you worry about what you 
shall eat, or what you shall 
wear?” and reminded his 
listeners that God already 
knows our needs in all 
these areas. 

Worry is such a waste 
of valuable time. Now, it is 
great to plan ahead, or save 
for the future and to work 
hard, but we don’t want 
to do it on our own. We 
want our Heavenly Father 
to lead the way. We should 
trust him in all that we do 
and all that we are. 

Worry is so often a down 
payment on something 
that may not even happen. 
Jesus reminds his hearers 
that, “each day has enough 
troubles of its own.” That is 
why we should not worry 
about tomorrow. 

A great verse to re-
member in this context 
is Matthew 6:33, “seek ye 
first the Kingdom of God 
and all these things shall be 
added to you as well.” So, 
again, there is no need to 
worry. Some close cousins 
to worrying are stewing, 
fretting, anxiousness and 
resultant physical harm 
(ulcers, for example). 

For me, not worrying 
includes being faithful to 
church attendance and 
involvement, trusting the 
good Lord to help me 
get done what I need to 
accomplish in the remain-
ing six days of the week. 
Sometimes, just a few deep 
breaths can help relieve 
stress and worry. But most 
of all, an abiding, trusting 
belief in God is the best 
prescription. 

So, let us say it all 
together, “Do not worry.” 
Instead, trust in the Lord. 

(Gary A. Williamson is 
pastor of the First Church 
of the Nazarene. Email him 
at paris1nazarne@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is 
provided weekly by members 
of the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

Do not 
worry

GARY
WILLIAMSON
PASTOR’S  
PERSPECTIVE

Fall is one of the best times 
to enjoy the night sky. Looking 
north toward the Big Dipper 
an observer will see Corona 
Borealis just a little higher and 
further west. It is one of the 
original 48 constellations cata-
loged by Ptolemy, and western 
culture saw it as the points of 
a crown. Native Americans 
saw the spikes as the legs of 
Grandmother Spider. 

The spider constellation 
is most noticeable in the 
early fall just like the real 
thing. During September 
and October it is easy to spot 
more arachnids out and about. 
They’ve been there all sum-
mer, but being cold blooded 
they come out to find warmth. 
The heavy dew on cool morn-
ings makes their webs glisten, 
and the lower sun angle lights 
up their crusty bodies. They 
are out on a feeding frenzy to 
produce and hide eggs for new 
generations next spring.

There are over 40,000 spe-
cies of spiders ranging in size 
from microscopic to monsters 
over six inches. In our area, 
the biggest are less than two 
inches. These are the black 
and yellow garden spider and 
the brown shaggy-haired wolf 
spider. They represent the two 
divisions of all spiders. The 

garden spider is a web builder, 
and the wolf is classified as a 
hunter.

Spiders belong to the 
group called arachnids, which 
also includes scorpions, mites 
and ticks. They have only two 
body segments instead of 
three like insects. The head 
and thorax of a spider are 
fused into a single structure 
called the cephalothorax 
and they have the main body 
abdomen. Like insects, the 
spider family has no internal 
skeleton. Their body is built 
on an exoskeleton of hard 
material. The exoskeleton 
is made of chitin, a cellu-
lose material similar to our 
fingernail.

Arachnids separated from 
other species about 400 mil-
lion years ago and are distinct 
in having eight legs. From an 
evolutionary standpoint, it 
seems eight legs are mostly 
there for spares. In the wild, 
at least 10 percent are missing 
one or more legs. Those with 
seven legs are just as good at 
building webs, hunting and 
reproducing. Even those with 
six are able to live normal lives.

It’s a wonder spiders don’t 
have more joint problems 
having eight legs divided into 
eight segments with seven 

knees each. Animals have two 
segments with a single flexing 
joint. Animals have internal 

skeletons 
with muscles 
attached in 
pairs on both 
sides of the 
bones. The 
pairs are 
classified as a 
set of flexors 
and extensors 
allowing 
the bone to 
be pulled 

in (flexor) or pulled open to 
extend (extensor). By working 
the pair of muscles animals 
flex leg bones back and forth 
allowing walking.

Spiders don’t have a skel-
eton for attaching muscles. 
They have a single muscle 
attached to each leg segment, 
which is a flexor to pull the 
leg in. They have no muscle to 
pull the leg back open. Instead 
spiders use hydraulic fluid 
pressure to push the leg out. 
They have a primitive heart 
and circulating fluid to carry 
nutrients and oxygen. That 
fluid can be instantly pumped 
into any segment building 
pressure and inflating it like a 
balloon filling up to straighten 
out. 

When the hydraulic pres-
sure is relaxed the muscle pulls 
the leg segment in. By coor-
dinating fluid pressure across 
the legs spiders can flex in and 
out thus walk, run and jump. 
When a spider dies and can 
no longer pump the pressure 
up in a leg they all are pulled in 
against the body.

Spider feet are adapted to 
their world. They have a type 
of paw at the end of their legs 
covered with hair. Hunting 
spiders have fuzzy feet with 
special hairy pads, which are 
slightly sticky to aid in traction 
and climbing. They have small 
pairs of claws used for gripping 
and holding.

Web building spiders have 
hairy feet but also have three 
tarsal claws instead of two. 
There are two claws above and 
a smooth hook in the middle, 
which is longer and hooks up. 
The third claw is used to grip 
onto the web and follow along. 
It is used to adjust the thread 
placement. The hairy feet, like 
a post-it pad, aid both in hold-
ing on and help with releasing 
so a spider can move across its 
own web.

Spider eyes seem  alien 
with most having eight. Some 
have six but all have more 
than two. They do not have 

antennae to sample the air for 
scents. Hunter spiders have 
keen eyesight to spot their 
prey. Hunters, like the wolf 
spider, have four eyes with an 
iridescent layer behind the 
retina. It reflects light the same 
as a cat’s eye and creates a red-
eye when the iris is wide open. 
A flashlight in the woods will 
spot those wolf spider eyes.

Web building spiders have 
poor eyesight. They depend 
on their sense of smell and 
the vibrations in the structur-
al threads of their web when 
an insect prey gets caught. 
Using the third claw to hold 
the web they sense a vibration 
and start checking the main 
runs to isolate which part of 
the web has caught their next 
meal.

Spiders do not chew. They 
don’t have a mouth that opens 
to bite. It is more of a straw 
to suck with and fangs on the 
sides. All spiders produce ven-
om. Spider venom is normally 
not lethal to humans, but it is 
toxic enough to be irritating. 
If a spider gets into a person’s 
bed at night and sticks the 
sleeper with its fangs, they will 
end up with red, irritated spots 
on the skin.

Spiders inject their prey 
with venom to kill them and 

to start the digestion process. 
The spider venom contains 
digestive juices and begins 
breaking down the tissues of 
its victim. A spider gives the 
venom time to work and then 
sucks the blood, fluids and 
broken down tissues. They can 
only suck soft fluids.

All spiders produce silk, 
which is a protein extruded 
from spinneret glands on 
the abdomen. Like nylon, it 
hardens when it hits the air 
forming long chains. Only 
web builders create the 
intricate patterns, but all use 
silk. There are several classes 
of web builders but it is Orb 
Weavers who make the classic 
pattern. They lay down am-
pullate threads radiating out 
from the center to form the 
main structure and then silk 
threads are woven over the 
frame in a spiral pattern. 

We don’t truly appreciate 
the adaptations of the spider 
and their role in the environ-
ment. Most of us react like 
Little Miss Muffet, but Native 
Americans credited spiders as 
being cunning and important 
to creation. Cherokee folklore 
includes the story of Grand-
mother Spider who brought 
light to the world. 

Arachnophobes beware, fall is spider spotting time

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 2B



its American counterpart.
The good news is that a 

butter crust can be just as 
flaky as one made with lard if 
you make it the old-fashioned 
way — by hand, rubbing cold 
chunks of butter between the 
fingertips and into the flour. 
No pastry blender, no mixer, 
no food processor. This tech-
nique allows one to monitor 
the size of the butter pieces 
in the flour and creates flakes, 
rather than lumps, that remain 
in the dough when rolled. 

As the crust bakes, the 
butter melts, creating steam 
pockets that leave behind 
a flaky texture. It’s a classic 
method and one well worth 
bringing back.

The two crust recipes I am 
including are the ones I have 
had the most success using 
in my baking. They are both 
from Emeril Lagasse. A sweet 
pastry crust, also known as 
pâte sucrée, is rich, sweet with 
a crisp cookie-like texture. It’s 
great for both large and small 
tarts — especially those filled 
with fruit or cream.

The key to success for both 
of these pie crusts is cold 
butter and ice water. Using 
anything room temperature, 
butter or water from the tap, 
will mean disappointment 
with the crust. 

For a baked pie crust, pre-
heat the oven to 425 degrees 
and prick the bottom of the 
pie all over with a fork. Bake 
for 15-20 minutes or until 
lightly browned. Cool thor-
oughly and then fill as directed 
in the recipe.
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

Recommended Documents to Shred:

• Obsolete Financial Records

• Pre-Approved Credit Cards

• Banks Statements

• Receipts for Purchases

• Credit Card Statements

• Pay Stubs

WHEN & WHERE

Wednesday, October 23
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

First Farmers Bank & Trust
8964 N Terre Haute Rd

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 10/23 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 10/24:
Ham & beans,

coleslaw or 
garden salad
& cornbread

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636
Always

Homemade!

Roast beef,
mashed potatoes, 
w/gravy, garden 

salad & Roll

Fri 10/25:

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

BASIC PIE DOUGH

Ingredients
2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
2/3 cup (10 2/3 tablespoons) 

very cold unsalted butter, 
cut up, or solid vegetable 
shortening or lard

4 1/2 tablespoons ice water

In a bowl combine the flour 
and salt. Add the butter or 
shortening and work it through 
with the hands until the mixture 
resembles coarse crumbs. 

Using the tines of a fork, 
stir in the water 1 tablespoon 
at a time and work it in with 
the hands just until there is a 
smooth ball of dough. (Don’t 
overhandle the dough.) Wrap 
in plastic and refrigerate for 20 
minutes. 

Remove the dough from 

the refrigerator, and place on 
a floured surface. If making 2 
crusts, cut the dough in half 
and put the second half back in 
the refrigerator.

For each crust, roll out the 
dough on a floured surface 
into a circle about 14 inches in 
diameter and 1/8 inch thick. 
Gently fold the circle of dough 
in half and then in half again so 
it can be lifted without tearing, 
and unfold it into a 9-inch pie 
pan. 

Crimp the edges, or pinch 
in a decorative border. Fill and 
bake as directed in the recipe.

Note: For a baked pie crust, 
preheat the oven to 425ºF. 
Prick the bottom of the pie all 
over with a fork, and bake for 
18 to 20 minutes, or until lightly 
browned. Remove, cool thor-
oughly, and then fill as directed 
in the recipe.

ZEMAN
FROM PAGE 1B

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

In the beginning there 
was only darkness because 
the light was on the other 
side of the world. After 
several failed attempts by 
others, it was Grandma 
Spider who snuck over 
leaving a silk trail for return. 
She spun a web to net and 
drag fire back to our side of 
the world giving us warmth 
and light.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He 
is the technology and curric-
ulum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him 
at sullivant@shiloh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

Let me know how these 
recipes work out. Why not 
share a favorite pie recipe 
with me at nzeman@prairie-
press.net and we’ll share them 

in the weeks to come. 
(Nancy Zeman is the publish-

er and part owner of The Prairie 
Press. Email her at nzeman@
prairiepress.net.)

SWEET PIE CRUST

Ingredients
8 ounces flour (about 1 1/2 cups 

plus 2 tablespoons)
1 tablespoon sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
4 ounces (1 stick) cold butter, 

cut into 1/2-inch pieces
2 tablespoons solid vegetable 

shortening
3 tablespoons ice water

Into a large bowl sift the flour 

and salt. Add the butter pieces 
and shortening and work them 
into the flour by hand until the 
dough starts to come together 
and form small pea shapes. 
Work the ice water into the 
dough 1 tablespoon at a time 
with the fingers until it just 
comes together, being careful 
not to over mix. Form the crust 
into a disk shape, wrap tightly 
in plastic wrap, and place in the 
refrigerator to rest for at least 
30 minutes before rolling out.

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, engagement, wedding or birth for free: email 
nzeman@prairiepress.net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A Paris couple marks 65 
years of marriage Wednesday, 
Oct. 23.

Paul and Dorothy Trine 
Colter were married Oct. 23, 
1954, at Shawneetown. They 
worked side by side for many 
years at the local grain eleva-
tor. 

He retired from the grain el-
evator in 1977, and she retired 
from the U.O. Colson Compa-
ny in 1993 where she worked 
in the calendar department. 

They have two children, 
the late Larry ( Julia) Colter 
and Shirley (Robert) Stolz; 
five grandchildren, Brian 
(Lauren) Stolz, Linda ( Joel) 
Sherer, Lisa (Steve) Winters, 
Dale (Polly) Colter and Ka-
tie (Cody) Vaughn; and nine 
great-grandchildren, Lindsay 
Colter, Emma Sherer, Austin 
Winters, J.T. Sherer, Logan 
Stolz, Colten Vaughn, Elena 

Stolz, Elsie Vaughn and Will 
Colter.  

The Colters still live on the 
same farm they purchased in 
1971. They spent many years 
and were passionate about 
raising Black Angus cattle. 
Now they enjoy spending 

their days with Wayne Brady, 
Drew Carey, Vanna White and 
Alex Trebek.  

There are no plans for a 
gathering, but cards are wel-
come and may be mailed to 
17083 Sulphur Springs Rd, 
Paris, IL 61944.  

Paris couple celebrates 65th anniversary

from bed every morning look-
ing for work on the farm.

Elzo gazed inside the 
coffee shop. All tables were 
full except one. That table 
was occupied by a casually 
dressed 50, or so, year-old 
gentlemen wearing cowboy 
boots and a Stetson hat. The 
stranger was friendly, actually 
super friendly. He rose to his 
feet and extended a hearty 
handshake.

“You’re welcome at my 
table, sir. Howdy.” Elzo caught 
an unfamiliar name as the 
stranger introduced himself. 
Warmnoski, or something like 
that. Said he was a state rep-
resentative in the legislature, 
happy to escape from office 
duties at the state capitol, eager 
to meet working folks who 
made our economy hum on 
a daily basis.  The guy poured 
Elzo a steaming fresh coffee.

“Java’s on me today with 
compliments,” said the 
politician. “I’m here to serve 
everyone.” His lips broadened 
in a grin that exposed beautiful 
teeth. “I’m so glad to meet 

you.”
Elzo shared his own name 

in return. They sat at the table 
sipping the coffee. 

Their discussions flowed 
freely, jumping from the 
weather to baseball to the 
railroad, then to the value of 
songbirds and somehow back 
in time to the world wars. The 
politician had a pleasant gift 
of gab, seemingly an expert on 
any topic. 

It amused Elzo that while 
they talked for 15 or so 
minutes, a fly continuously 
buzzed irritatingly around 
the politician’s head, often 
attempting to land in his hair 
or on his face. Quick respond-
ing hand swats shooed the fly 
away every time.

Once the politician excused 
himself to carry the coffee pot 
around the room for refills, 
and another time to greet an-
other guest entering the front 
door. Elzo noticed the same 
pesky fly following the man 
around the room, continuing 
to draw frustrating swats.

“What’s with this fly?” the 
politician asked as he swatted 
yet again before rejoining Elzo 
at their table.

“Oh, that’s a circle fly,” 
replied Elzo.

“A circle fly? Never heard of 
a circle fly.”

“Well,” Elzo offered, “they 
like to circle around horses’ 
rear ends. That’s how they 
received their name. This 
fly probably came from the 
livestock auction barn nearby.  
Probably flew in here to escape 
the rain.”

The politician sipped some 
coffee and quietly gave the 
matter serious thought.

“Sir, you’re not implying 
that I’m a horse’s rear end, are 
you? I sure hope not.”

It was Elzo’s turn to take a 
long sip from his cup before 
replying.

“No. No way. I’d never do 
that.”

“Well, good,” the politician 
said. “I guess I took your re-
mark the wrong way. Sorry.”

“I reckon you did,” Elzo 
remarked, taking another 
long sip. “Can’t fool a circle fly, 
though.”

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON – East-
ern Illinois University's 
Theatre Department per-
forms "The Mountaintop" 
at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 17, 18, 19 
and at 2 p.m. Oct. 20 

"The Mountaintop" ex-
plores the nuances, flaws 
and humanity of civil rights 
icon Martin Luther King Jr. 
In this fictional recounting 
of the night before King's 
assassination, playwright 
Katori Hall uses grit, mys-
ticism and magic to give 
viewers a peek into the tur-
moil and cost of his life. Au-
diences view him wrestling 
with life and fate and see 
the price of being called for 
a purpose greater than self 
while dealing with the grief, 
pain and fear that results 
from the sacrifice and com-
mitment. 

All performances are 
in the black-box theater at 
Doudna Fine Art Center on 
EIU’s campus. Tickets are 
available now but seating is 
limited. 

More information is 
available at www.doudnatix.
com.

Martin 
Luther King 
play at EIU
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Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Hollywood productions are 
notorious for going overtime 
and over budget. A Paris native, 
however, always found a way to 
get it done.

Lee Sholem was known as 
one of the fastest-moving di-
rectors in Tinseltown, report-
edly never going over schedule 
in a career that spanned 40 
years. Sources credit him with 
1,300 productions, including 
both movies and television, as 
he directed some of the indus-
try’s top names.  His speed and 
efficiency earned him the nick-
name “Roll ‘Em Sholem.” 

Born on May 25, 1913, 
Sholem’s early credits included 
direction of two installments 
of the Tarzan series, “Tarzan’s 
Magic Fountain” (1949) and 

“Tarzan and the Slave Girl” 
(1950, which also starred 
Robert Alda). The former was 
the first appearance for actor 
Lex Barker as Tarzan, though 
Sholem was personally unim-
pressed.

Sholem, who never shied 
from candor, later called Bark-
er “an egomaniac, I mean re-
ally an egomaniac…He was a 
real egotist, and that’s about as 
much as I can say for Lex.”

For the female lead in one of 
the Tarzan installments, pro-
ducer Sol Lesser was looking 
for a new Jane, and Sholem 
had a relatively unknown 
blonde actress in mind. Lesser 
disagreed, but the persistent 
Sholem had the actress read 
for Lesser eight times, only to 
be shot down every time. The 
actress was Marilyn Monroe. 

In 1951, Sholem directed 
“Superman and the Mole-
Men,” a low-budget flick that 
served as the pilot for the pop-
ular television series. George 
Reeves played Superman in the 
movie, a role he reprised in the 
series, in which Sholem direct-
ed 14 episodes. 

Sholem later called Reeves, 
“a sweetheart. Everybody 
loved him, you couldn’t help 
it. He had no ego, none of this 
crap you get from most of these 
guys.” 

During filming of a 1952 
episode, Phyllis Coates, who 
played Lois Lane, was knocked 
unconscious in an accident 
with a fellow actor. Never one 
to wait, Sholem revived Coates 
himself, then speeded up pro-
duction to film her scenes be-
fore her face swelled. 

Indeed, Sholem was always 
resourceful. During a 1952 
project, one newspaper report-
ed that, “further economy was 
practiced…during the murky 
days this month on an out-
door set. Sholem had shadows 
painted on the ground to create 
the illusion of sunlight, so no 
shooting days would be lost.” 

Sholem directed Maureen 
O’Hara in the lead in the 1953 
film “The Redhead from Wy-
oming,” which critic Leonard 
Maltin called a saucy Western.  
That same year, Sholem was 
the director for “Ma and Pa 
Kettle at Waikiki,” one of nine 
films in that series. Maltin, 
however, was unenthused, la-
belling the Waikiki installment 
as pretty weak. 

However, Sholem’s next 
big-screen production, “The 

Stand at Apache River,” was 
lauded in an Iowa newspa-
per in December 1953 as, “a 
magnificent piece of staging.” 
Maltin, though, had few kind 
words for “Tobor the Great” 
(1954), which he blasted for 
its, “terrible acting and dia-
logue…a botched attempt at 
a heart-warming sci-fi comedy 
thriller.” 

Maltin had similar views on 
a pair of Sholem movies from 
1957, “Pharaoh’s Curse” and 
“Sierra Stranger.”  Maltin called 
the former pompous and 
slow-moving, while labelling 
the latter a tame dust-raiser. 

Meanwhile, Sholem was 
breaking into the small screen, 
directing a string of episodes 
of various series. Among 
them were 20 episodes of 

Director was Paris native
Famous, fast-moving Hollywood director Lee Sholem was nicknamed “Roll ‘Em Sholem”

See SHOLEM, Page 4B

BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@outlook.com 

Many of the school buildings built 
in the late 1800s and early 1900s are 
now gone, but some of them still stand 
and are used for homes.

The old Payne School District #50 
was originally located just north of 
Brocton across from the Payne Cem-
etery. The small frame school was built 
more than 120 years ago. It was used 
until 1948 with Emma Payne being 
the teacher at that time.

After its closing, it was hauled into 
Brocton and remodeled by several 
additions and makes a nice looking 
home. The north end of the house at 
207 West Howard Street is the shape 
of an old schoolhouse. The Wienke 
family lived there for several years be-
fore recently selling it to Lillian Dahm, 
who moved from the Joliet area to be 
near her mother at Newman.

Dahm couldn’t find a place in New-
man but she found a nice residence in 
Brocton, which is less than nine miles 
from Newman. She said she really 
finds Central Illinois a great place to 
live and enjoys the Brocton setting. 
This old building is now serving as a 
vital part of a home and Dahm was 
amazed it is still sturdy for its age.

The 1870 Atlas of Edgar County 
does not show Brocton as being laid 
out yet and no school. The 1894 Atlas 
has Payne Cemetery and a school one 
mile west of the Chicago and Ohio 
River Railroad where a post office 
was located at Payne Station. There is 
no information when the school was 
moved, probably in the 1950s.

Rae Payne Gher and Kay Payne 

Haddix provided information about 
the home and the school’s original lo-
cation.

Larkin School District #90 was 
erected after 1870 but before 1894 on 
the north side of the Horace-Brocton 
Road about one-quarter mile east of 
the present state Route 1intersection. 
It was built on G. K. Larkin’s ground 
and was last used as a school in 1947. 
Students attended other schools fol-
lowing the Unit Four consolidation. 
Leona Davis was the last teacher in the 
building. 

The building was sold to Bob and 
Corky Calvert, and the family remod-
eled it with the help of Corky Calvert’s 
father, Carl Pine. During the next sev-
eral years, the front door was changed 
to the west side and eventually there 

were five rooms and a bath down-
stairs. Later on Corky and Don Parks 
lowered the ceiling and made two bed-
rooms upstairs, including a stairwell. 
The living room was large, but the oth-
er rooms downstairs were small. 

Randy Bishop lived there for a 
while and then Susan and Vick Bow-
yer made it their home until 1979. It 
is now owned by Jennifer and Phillip 
Creech and is a nice appearing home 
converted from the old school. 

Down through the years, the old 
one-room schools are no more a set-
ting for formal education, but some 
are still serving worthwhile purposes. 

The handful of schools that are now 
a home for people of our county is a 
testament to using materials wisely 

SCHOOL BUILDING REPURPOSED INTO HOME

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

The home of Jennifer and Philip Creech is the remodeled old Larkin School on the Horace-Brocton Road.

A tale of two schoolhouses

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

The foreground portion of this home is made from the former Payne School that 
was moved into Brocton, probably in the 1950s, from its rural location north of 
the village and remodeled as a residence. It is now the home of Lillian Dahm, who 
recently moved to Brocton from Joliet.

See SCHOOLS, Page 4B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE 
PRESS
www.history.com

On Nov. 5, 1940 Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt broke 
a long-held precedent 
— one that started with 
George Washington — 
when he became the first 
president elected to a third 
term. Roosevelt went on 
to vie for, and win, yet a 
fourth term, taking office 
again on Jan. 20, 1945. 

FDR was the first, and 
last, president to win more 
than two consecutive pres-
idential elections and his 
exclusive four terms were 
in part a consequence of 
timing. His election for a 
third term took place as the 
United States remained 
in the throws of the Great 
Depression and World 
War II had just begun.

 While multiple pres-
idents had sought third 
terms before, the instabil-
ity of the times allowed 
FDR to make a strong case 
for stability. 

“You have economic-do-
mestic issues and you have 
foreign policy with the 
outbreak of World War II 
in 1939,” says Barbara Per-
ry, professor and director 
of presidential studies at 
the University of Virginia’s 
Miller Center. “And then 
you have his own political 
viability—he had won the 
1936 election with more 
than two-thirds of the pop-
ular vote.”

Eventually U.S. lawmak-
ers pushed back, argu-
ing that term limits were 
necessary to keep abuse 
of power in check. Two 
years after FDR’s death, 
Congress passed the 22nd 
Amendment, limiting 
presidents to two terms. 
The amendment was rati-
fied in 1951. 

At the time of FDR’s 
third presidential run, 
however, “There was noth-
ing but precedent stand-
ing in his way,” says Perry. 
“But, still, precedent, es-
pecially as it relates to the 
presidency, can be pretty 
powerful.”

According to the Na-
tional Constitution Cen-
ter, most of the framers 
of the Constitution were 
against term limits, and, al-
though amendments seek-
ing to enforce them were 
proposed some 200 times 
between 1796 and 1940 
without being adopted, 
most two-term presidents 
followed Washington’s 
precedent in not seeking 
re-election for a third time. 

Still, some had tried. Ul-
ysses S. Grant lost a third 
campaign in 1880, when 
James Garfield clinched the 
Republican nomination. 
Theodore Roosevelt lost 
his bid at a third noncon-
secutive term in 1912 to 
William Howard Taft. And 
Woodrow Wilson lost the 
Democratic nomination in 
1920. Harry Truman, who 
was president when the 
22nd Amendment passed, 
was exempt from the new 
rule, and campaigned for 
a third term in 1952, but 
withdrew after losing in the 

How FDR 
became 
the only 
president 
to serve 
four terms

See FDR, Page 4B

Last Friday night, Oct. 
11, in the Prospect Bank 
meeting room, a group of 
35 people 
got to 
experience 
a bit of 
Lincoln 
lore. 

The peo-
ple who 
attended 
received 
a por-
trayal of a 
nostalgic 
time in history which took 
them back to the mid-19th 
century when Lincoln lived 
and the communication 
and transportation technol-
ogies were much different 
than today. 

The theme of Lincoln 
as the great communicator 
was well played by George 
Buss portraying Lincoln 
and Chris Vallillo, an 
amazing folklorist, making 
important contributions 
to the program. The group 
heard an interesting discus-
sion between the duo, one 
representing the music of 
the time by playing several 
old instruments and singing 
many of the tunes of the 
day. The other by Buss, 
who in the characterization 
of Lincoln, brought the 
speeches and actions of 
Lincoln to life. 

Buss, as Lincoln, recalled 
his time in Edgar County 
as a young lawyer and a 
story about his debate with 
Douglas that included a 
joke about his protagonist. 
In one of his speeches, 
Douglas told about Lincoln 
serving drinks behind the 
bar and that set up a retort 
from Lincoln, “you were 
many times the one on the 
other side of the bar.” 

Villillo stressed Lincoln 
used all the different forms 
of communication such as 
oratory, printed copy, music 
and just being present 
talking to common folks. 
Many times the orators 
of the day spoke for two 
or three hours at a time. 
Lincoln then made the 
comment that even after 
the speeches were over 
a continued discussion 
ensued when the interested 
parties retired to a hotel 
or inn and it continued on 
until they had to take their 

A night to 
remember

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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101 N. Central Ave. 217-921-3216
Paris, IL, 61944 (F) 217-921-3309 CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
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*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate is applied. Single supplement and season surcharges may 
apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For Hawaiian Islands Cruise & Tour, Free Internet and Free Beverage Package offers vary based on cabin 
category purchased. Additional service charges are required and payable to YMT with final balance for select Set Sail offers. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to 
new bookings only made by 12/31/19. Other terms & conditions may apply.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
CRUISE & TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on 
land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming 
with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass 
glaciers, mountains, and lush forests, 
with stops in Ketchikan, Skagway, and 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep  
into Denali National Park, tour 
Anchorage, and see the Alaska Wildlife 
Conservation Center.

Enjoy Hawaii on this island-hopping cruise 
tour. Spend 7 nights aboard Norwegian 
Cruise Line’s renovated Pride of America. 
Experience the Iao Valley on Maui, the 
beauty and charm of Hilo, Kona’s coffee-
rich “Gold Coast,” and Kauai’s Na Pali 
coast and Waimea Canyon. Your land tour 
includes Pearl Harbor and Honolulu city 
tours, and time to relax on Waikiki Beach. 
Guided on Oahu by our friendly Tour 
Directors—your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 12 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$2,099*

FREE INTERNET • FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

SAVINGS!

YOUR
CHOICE! 

Start with

$8Premium Beam

SAVEWhen you buy 2 
Trico NeoForm®

Wiper blades
FREE WIPER BLADE INSTALLATION

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

SHOLEM
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“Official Detective” (1957-
58), a dozen episodes of 
the Desilu action series 
“Whirlybirds” (1957), 10 
episodes of the western 
“The Sheriff of Cochise” 
(1956-57), and eight epi-
sodes of “Colt .45” (1958-
60). 

From 1958-61, ABC 
aired a rotating trilogy of 
westerns, and Sholem di-
rected multiple episodes of 
each, with eight episodes 
of “Sugarfoot,” 15 shows of 
“Bronco,” and 11 episodes 
of “Cheyenne.” Sholem was 
also credited with seven 
episodes of “Death Valley 
Days” (1964-65). 

With his creativity, 
Sholem was a natural fit in 
“How Movies Are Made,” 
a 1963 documentary pro-
viding a behind-the-scenes 
look at the production of 
Hollywood movies. One 
reviewer called Sholem the 
major domo of the project. 

Sholem died on Aug. 19, 
2000, in Los Angeles. In an 
interview before his death, 
he said his work was “a fas-
cinating business. It’s fun. It 
has its ups and downs, but 
I’m grateful I’ve been in it.”

New Hampshire primary. 
Roosevelt’s campaign for a 

third term took place as the 
United States had not yet en-
tered World War II, and the 
president was still trying to 
hold the line in an isolationist 
pattern. 

“He was trying to guide us 
along to try to keep Britain 
afloat with things like lend-
lease,” Perry says. “That ob-
viously was preying on his 
mind and he didn’t think that 
the U.S. should ‘change hors-
es in midstream’ as this war 
was building towards what he 
knew would eventually be our 
full-fledged intervention in 
both the European and Pacif-
ic theaters.”

Of course, not everyone 
was on Roosevelt’s side. The 
National Constitution Cen-
ter notes his decision to run 
for a third term resulted in 
key Democratic supporters 
and advisors leaving his cam-

paign. 
Some political buttons 

from the time read “FDR Out 
at Third,” and Perry notes 
that despite his popularity, 
one-third of Americans, par-
ticularly business people and 
those with means, still voted 
against him. They argued he 
was taking America down the 
road of socialism.

“Famously, there were 
people who would refuse to 
speak of him by name and 
would call him That Man,’” 
Perry says. “But he knew the 
popular vote and the elector-
al vote were on his side. He 
wanted to see us through the 
two greatest catastrophes of 
the 20th century and he suc-
ceeded.” 

In 1944, according to the 
National Constitution Cen-
ter, term-limit talk again 
came into focus. Republicans 
were at the forefront of the 
movement, though many 
Democrats agreed with the 
eight-year precedent set by 
Washington to guard against 

tyrannical rule. 
“Four terms or 16 years is 

the most dangerous threat to 
our freedom ever proposed,” 
Thomas Dewey, Roosevelt’s 
Republican opponent, said in 
a 1944 speech. 

Roosevelt won his fourth 
term when he defeated Dew-
ey with 54 percent of the 
popular vote, taking the Elec-
toral College 432 to 99. He 
died April 12, 1945, 11 weeks 
into his term, and the call for 
a constitutional term-limit 
amendment was answered 
two years later, with a two-
thirds majority voting in favor 
of the 22nd Amendment. 

The amendment reads: 
“No person shall be elected 
to the office of the President 
more than twice, and no per-
son who has held the office 
of President, or acted as Pres-
ident, for more than two years 
of a term to which some other 
person was elected President 
shall be elected to the office 
of the President more than 
once.”

FDR
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rest. 
Villillo mentioned the 

Lincoln-Douglas debates 
that put Lincoln in touch 
with a lot of people and even 
though Douglas won the 
senate seat in Washington, 
Lincoln profited from the 
debates. The exposure of Lin-
coln’s speaking ability to the 
common man and his gaining 
skill as an orator helped him 
win the presidency.

 Another factor was some 
of the acquaintances Lincoln 
made in Edgar County gave 
him a connection to the state 
of Indiana and its politicians, 
which was critical in his nom-
ination for the presidency.

Villilo played different 
instruments to accompany 
his singing and he was very 
proficient with two differ-
ent guitar like instruments, 

the bottleneck slide Dobro, 
the banjo and the jaw harp. 
He even involved Lincoln 
in leading the audience in 
the chorus for one of their 
presentations. 

One of the songs that came 
about during the Civil War, 
“The Battle Cry of Freedom,” 
was presented and Villillo 
expressed how important it 
was to rally the nation and 
the Northern Army to con-
tinue the war to victory and 
to reunite the country.

 According to Lincoln, the 
song had a profound affect 
on the morale and was more 
effective in the winning of 
the war than the efforts of 
100 generals and the political 
oratory of the time. 

Near the end of the 
program Villillo and Lincoln 
invited the audience to sing 
the “Battle Hymn of the Re-
public,” with Villillo singing 
many verses and Lincoln and 

the others joining in on the 
chorus. Over all, it was very 
informative learning about 
Lincoln’s communicative 
skills and great foot-tapping 
and hand-clapping music 
getting the audience involved 
really topped it off. 

As a member of the Edgar 
County Historical Society 
and Looking for Lincoln in 
Edgar County I believe this 
was only made possible by the 
hard works of Danny Briseno 
and Chuck Hand. Chuck is 
no longer with us, but he had 
a very important leadership 
role in Looking for Lincoln in 
Edgar County and started the 
ball rolling so this presenta-
tion came to our fair city. 

Financial support was 
given by Pearman’s Pharmacy, 
Templeton Funeral Home 
and the Edgar County His-
torical Society. This made the 
program free to the attendees. 
The facility of the Prospect 

Bank was a great meeting 
place and George Griffin 
helped make that happen. 
We also must mention the 
Illinois Looking for Lincoln 
that put this program together 
and is presenting it to several 
venues around our state A 
special thanks goes to George 
Buss who portrayed Lincoln, 
Chris Villillo for his music 
and to Heather Wickens who 
coordinated the event for the 
Looking for Lincoln entity in 
Illinois. 

As I was talking to Buss 
and Villillo after the event, we 
expressed our dissatisfaction 
about the things going on in 
Washington, D. C., and Buss 
closed our thoughts with, 
“We need Lincoln in Wash-
ington now.” We all agreed. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
outlook.com.) 

STANLEY
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and not just tearing them 
down. There are some used 
by farmers as a hay shed 
or cattle barn until they 
fall down. There are a few 
that sit empty except as 
the home for raccoons and 

groundhogs. Even the old 
log schools were taken apart 
and moved for out buildings 
or even a short-term home 
while a new nicer home was 
being built. 

Corky Davidson and Vick 
Bowyer helped with infor-
mation for getting a better 
story about Larkin School. 

SCHOOLS
FROM PAGE 3B

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

MASTER NATURALISTS GRADUATE

Special to The Prairie Press

Joy Turner, Andrea Switzer, Jacklyn Hollensbe and Teri Dennis from the Clark, Crawford, and 
Edgar County Illinois Extension unit recently completed Master Naturalist training.  This program 
educates and trains adult volunteers so they are better equipped to share natural resource 
information with others in their communities and to assist with environmental conservation and 
restoration activities. They are seen here with program graduates from other Illinois Extension 
units.  Front row left to right: Sandy Baumgartner, Joy Turner, Kathryn Bulver, Andrea Switzer, 
Nancy Coutant, Ashley Ulrey, Jane Zerkel, and Rich Wandling. Back Row: Dave Shiley, Tim Galos, 
Terry Smith, Hannah Schwanke and Jacklyn Hollensbe.  Not pictured is Teri Dennis. Questions for 
Master Naturalists can be directed to Illinois Extension at 217-465-8585.
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

It’s now the middle of Oc-
tober, and doctors are urging 
everyone to get the flu vaccine 
if they haven’t already done so. 

Given that up to 647,000 
people were hospitalized in 
the United States over the 
course of the last flu season, 
getting vaccinated is crucial.

Despite the dangers asso-
ciaated with catching the flu, 
there are many myths sur-
rounding the flu shot that may 
lead people to avoid vaccina-
tion.

Last year, a survey found 
that a majority of parents 
think the flu shot can even 
lead to the flu, which isn’t true. 

Currently, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) has just started 

their weekly flu tracker, and 
flu activity is currently low but 
on the rise. 

So, if one is not sure what’s a 
flu myth, here are the import-
ant facts below.

FLU FACTS TO KNOW
Flu fact #1: Flu season 

starts just before Halloween 
and ends as spring arrives

The flu season runs from 
October to May. The CDC 
recommends getting a new 
dose of flu vaccine each year.

The reason is there are 
countless, ever-changing 
strains of the flu. 

Flu fact #2: Vaccines can 
fight multiple flu strains

Every year a new vaccine 
has to be developed in order 
to protect against the three or 
four different viruses that will 

emerge in a given year.
Criticism was directed in 

2017 at the vaccine, which 
was said to not be strong 
enough to combat H3N2, the 
dominant viral strain of influ-
enza that year, and one that 
causes more severe disease 
than others.

James Cherry, a professor 
of pediatrics and infectious 
diseases at UCLA’s David 
Geffen School of Medicine 
and Mattel Children’s Hospi-
tal, stresses that vaccination 
naysayers miss the point when 
critiquing the flu vaccine.

The vaccine can help lessen 
the symptoms of the flu if one 
gets sick. 

“Even in flu vaccine failures, 
the illness is less severe, you 
will still provide yourself with 
some partial protection,” he 

said in an earlier interview.
Flu fact #3: A vaccine that’s 

40 percent effective can pro-
tect a lot of people

No vaccine is perfect. On 
average, the flu vaccine helps 
reduce the chance of infection 
by 40 to 60 percent. 

Many people who say they 
never get sick don’t realize 
they can contract the flu and 
shed flu virus without de-
veloping symptoms. These 
people may be passing on the 
virus to others who are immu-
nocompromised, like young 
children, pregnant women or 
people with cancer. 

By getting the shot, one can 
decrease the chances for con-
tracting the flu and shedding 
the virus to those at increased 
risk. 

Flu fact #4: Some age 

groups need different dosages 
of the vaccine

Alan Taege, an infectious 
disease specialist at Cleve-
land Clinic, told Healthline 
in a previous interview that 
children who are 6 months 
through 8 years old might 
need two doses of flu vaccine 
each season. Beyond that, ev-
eryone else needs the regular 
single dose. 

Taege did add that older 
adults — about 65 years old 
or older — and people with 
compromised immune sys-
tems might need a higher dos-
age vaccine. As always, he says 
one should consult a person-
al physician with questions 
about what dosage is appro-
priate.

One should also be aware 
the vaccine isn’t immediately 

effective. It takes around two 
weeks for the body to develop 
the antibody protection need-
ed to fight off the virus.

DEBUNKING FLU MYTHS
Taege says every year he 

hears some common miscon-
ceptions around the vaccine. 

But these myths can be 
harmful if they lead people to 
unnecessarily avoid the vac-
cine. 

Myth #1: You can get the flu 
from the flu shot

“The flu vaccine does not 
contain a live virus, so you 
can’t get the flu from the shot. 
That’s a common misconcep-
tion,” Taege said. 

However, people may feel 
feverish or achy in the days af-
ter getting the shot. 

The flu shot cannot infect you
Facts about vaccines and the flu can prevent the spread of infections and misinformation this season

Special to the Prairie Press

To make sure kids stay healthier, officials in the San Ramon Valley Unified School District, as well as others throughout 
California, are working hard to put better foods in their cafeterias. Strategies include buying local produce and meats and 
cutting out as many unhealthy processed foods as they can.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
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When Miguel Villarreal addresses a 
crowded education conference, a group 
of school district administrators or a 
room full of curious parents, he often 
holds aloft a foil-wrapped package of 
Pop-Tarts — the heavily processed, 
high-sugar snack routinely sold on 
school campuses.

Villarreal, who oversees nutrition for 
the San Ramon Valley Unified School 
District in Northern California, then 
speaks clearly and loudly as he unloads 
the news: “School food services are 
completely broken.”

Can they be fixed? 
Villarreal and other school nutrition 

crusaders are trying to do that for this 
generation of students not only by pro-
viding more nutritious lunches but also 
by taking advantage of some surprising 
cost savings that come with fresher food.

From a multipronged attempt to re-
shape student lunches in Oakland to 
the addition of vegan options in the 
sprawling Los Angeles Unified School 
District, K-12 schools across California 
are rethinking and reformulating student 
meals.

They are not alone. 
Minneapolis schools long ago began 

phasing out processed foods, replacing 
them with locally sourced, fresh choices 
that have proved popular. Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools, the nation’s 
fourth-largest school district, expanded 
its plant-based menu options and began 
offering free daily breakfast to every stu-
dent — a clear recognition of the signif-
icant role schools play in the nutrition of 
many students.

“It is a movement,” said Villarreal, an 
industry pioneer who ran the food pro-
gram in Marin County’s Novato Unified 

School District for 17 years. “Slowly but 
surely, others are coming on board. But 
there are always challenges.”

A new challenge is a federal directive 
from the Trump administration to roll 
back Obama-era standards that called 
for less sodium, more whole-grain foods 
and fewer sweetened milk drinks in 
school lunches. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture said it was easing those stan-
dards in recognition of, “the persistent 
menu-planning challenges experienced 

No more tater tots

See LUNCHES, Page 6B

Special to the Prairie Press

Miguel Villarreal is familiar with the challenges of making school lunches both 
healthy and affordable. “It isn’t enough to talk about healthy food, the food has to 
be healthy and affordable,” he said.

California schools put 
healtheir lunches, fresher 
ingredients to the test

When we think of Hal-
loween, what sort of things 
come to mind? Pumpkins? 

Costumes? 
Scary 
movies? 
Candy? 
For those 
with 
children, 
candy is 
likely on 
the list 
of things 
associated 
with Hal-

loween. For those who have 
children with food allergies, 
candy is definitely at the 
top of the list. 

Candy on its own is 
of concern due to high 
obesity rates in the U.S. 
and when it comes to food 
allergies, Halloween can 
get even scarier. Luckily, 
there are multiple ways to 
have a healthier and safer 
Halloween. 

According to Food Aller-
gy Research & Education 
(FARE), one in 13 children 
are allergic to at least one 
type of food. The top eight 
food allergens are milk, 
eggs, peanuts, tree nuts, 
wheat, soy, fish and shell-
fish. Allergic reactions to 
sesame are also becoming a 
concern. 

Finding candies that do 
not contain any food aller-
gens or were not processed 
in the same facility as major 
allergens can be hard and 
time-consuming, but here 
are a couple of ways to 
simplify everything. First, 
establish the ask first rule. 
With this rule, children 
must ask their parent/
guardian if the candy they 
want is a safe option before 
eating. Another option is to 
pass out non-candy treats 
so that everyone, food 
allergy or not, can enjoy 
trick-or-treating and be safe. 

The idea for non-food 
Halloween treats was 
actually started by FARE in 
2014; some may know it as 
the Teal Pumpkin Project. 
Want to participate in the 
TPP? Put a teal pumpkin 
on the porch letting trick-
or-treaters and parents 

Making 
Halloween 
healthier 
and safer

KARA
WILCOXON
BEE WELL 
COLUMN

See WILCOXON, Page 6B

See FLU, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Human Resources 
Lunch and Learn series 
about trauma resumes at 
noon Nov. 12 with a pro-
gram about Trauma In-
formed Parenting.

Lunch and Learn offers 
a way for health care pro-
fessionals and community 
members to learn what 
trauma is and how it im-
pacts not only individuals 
and families but also com-
munities. There is no cost to 
attend and free continuing 
education units (CEUs) 
are available for those who 
qualify.

Trauma Informed Par-
enting explores what trau-
ma is; how trauma affects 
children’s brains and bodies; 
the behaviors that manifest 
in children after trauma; the 
affects on family and other 

Lunch 
and learn 
with HRC
Free program 
looks at trauma- 
informed 
parenting methods

See HRC, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
 
 A familiar face at Hori-

zon Health’s EZ Care–Mar-
shall clinic is now seeing 

patients in 
the Paris 
Clinic on 
a full-time 
basis.

F a m i -
ly nurse 
p r a c t i -
t i o n e r 

Charlene Moore treats pa-
tients of all ages in her new 
role as a family medicine 
provider in Paris. 

“Having a family prac-
tice in a small community 
is what I wanted to do,” 
Moore said. “I want to 
know my patients and de-
velop a relationship with 
them. I’m interested in fol-
lowing them through their 

EZ Care 
announces 
staff change

MOORE

See EZ CARE, Page 6B
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Free class 

at Marshall Library 

Nov. 7 at 6:30 p.m.

No registration needed.

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension

Councils Cooperating  University of Illinois Extension provides equal

opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable

accommodation to attend, call 217-826-5422.

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

GINA’S SCRUBS

Hrs: Wed, Thur, Fri 4pm to 7pm, Sat 10am to 4pm
1512 S Main St, Paris    217-465-3764

PLUS

Thur, Fri & Sat - October 24th - 26th

SALE  •  SALE  •  SALE   

BUY 1 item, get the second item 

50% OFF
FREE gift while supplies last!

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

“That doesn’t mean you 
now have the flu. It means a 
person’s body is reacting to 
the vaccine,” Taege said. “Your 
body says, ‘Oh, there is some-
thing here,’ and it then is go-
ing to build an antibody ‘fort.’ 
Typically, a reaction to the 
shot is mild, and most people 
can get through with nothing 
more than Tylenol, or some-
thing like that.”

The nasal flu spray, howev-
er, is a live virus vaccine, but 
it’s weakened so one can’t get 
infected.

Myth #2: One doesn’t need 
to get a new flu shot every year

“The different types of the 
flu mutate every year, so you 
need to get the new vaccine 
each year to take account of 
these variations,” Taege add-
ed.

Myth #3: One can be so 
healthy that one does not 
need the vaccine

Taege says it’s a myth that 
people who are normally 
healthy don’t need to bother 
getting a vaccine.

“You can believe you are 
too healthy to get the flu all 
you want, but then that chang-
es once you end up getting the 
flu by not getting vaccinated,” 
he said. “Even young people 
can get severe influenza.”

Taege says it’s true that 
a younger healthier person 
doesn’t have as high a risk as 
seniors or young children, 
but that even a person in their 
prime health can get sick.

“The more people who get 
the vaccine, the more chance 
that we can avoid an epidem-
ic,” Taege said. “It’s called herd 
immunity: The more vaccinat-
ed means less chance for wide-
spread influenza.”

SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE 
Going along with this 

point, Cherry says it’s the so-
cially responsible thing to get 
vaccinated.

2018 was the, “100th an-
niversary of the 1918 flu, the 
greatest killer of all time. It’s 
really sobering to see that 
there were 80,000 deaths,” 
Cherry said. “Many of those 
deaths are due to secondary 
bacterial infections that can 
come once you get the flu.” 

Taege adds that, in addi-
tion to getting the vaccine, 
people should be mindful of 
cough etiquette by coveing 
themouth when coughing and 
avoid putting the hands to the 
face, since the nose and the 
mouth are typically how peo-
ple can pick up the flu. 

He adds that frequently 
washing the hands is crucial 
as well.

“Some people say, ‘Oh, the 

flu is just a bad cold,'” Taege 
said. “Well, you can call it a 
bad cold all you want, but it is 
more than that. Most people 
don’t have any risk of dying 
from a cold unless you are im-
mune compromised.” 

Taege points out the flu 
can be much more dangerous 
than a simple cold. 

“Influenza can kill anyone 
young or old or in between,” he 
said. “The flu comes on much 
more rapidly and much more 
forcefully than the common 
cold. Yes, some people, and 
some who are particularly vul-
nerable, do die from the flu.”

 THE BOTTOM LINE
Experts say now is the time 

to get the flu shot. Despite 
common misperceptions, the 
flu shot can’t give a person the 
flu. One can’t be too healthy to 
not need it, and one needs to 
get a new shot every year. 

FLU
FROM PAGE 5B

caregiving systems; key factors 
in helping children heal such 
as safety, love and connection; 
and skills to help emotional-
ly regulate children and help 
them learn to effectively ex-
press themselves. 

The next lunch and learn is 

noon-1 p.m. in the Café France 
at the Human Resources Cen-
ter, 118 E. Court, Paris. There 
is no cost to attend but reserva-
tions for planning purposes are 
need by Nov. 7

To make reservation or for 
more information contact 
Ellen Auten, 217-465-4118 
ext.1266 or ellen.auten@hrcec.
org.

know the home is offering 
safe, non-food options that 
everyone can enjoy. Printable 
signs are also available at www.
foodallergy.org in the educa-
tion and awareness section. 
Another option is to have both 
food and non-food prizes, in 
separate bowls, where trick-
or-treaters can pick a food or 
a prize.

NON-FOOD IDEAS
Glow stick bracelets and 

necklaces, pencils/pens, bub-
bles, mini-slinkies, whistles, 
kazoos, noisemakers, spider 
rings, vampire fangs, playing 
cards, stickers, stencils.

HEALTHIER FOOD IDEAS
Clementines or oranges, 

100 percent juice box/pouch, 

WILCOXON
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LUNCHES
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by some schools,” both budget-
ary and cultural.

California and five other 
states are suing to block the 
action.

Inauspiciously, the USDA’s 
analysis suggests that some 
500,000 schoolchildren may 
lose their free or reduced-cost 
lunches altogether because 
of the agency’s recently an-
nounced plan to tighten eligi-
bility requirements for food 
stamps. Many students qualify 
for school nutrition programs 
as a result of their families’ food 
stamp eligibility.

The push for fresh ingredi-
ents, whole foods and fewer 
meat-based meals must pass 
a crucial litmus test: the stu-
dents’ palates.

“I don’t want fillers; I want 
winners,” said Manish Singh, 
food services director for the 
Los Angeles Unified School 
District, with an enrollment of 
more than 730,000. “If the stu-
dents don’t like it and don’t eat 
it, we have not succeeded. And 
we can’t afford not to succeed.”

Success is important be-
cause about one in five chil-
dren ages two to 19, or roughly 
14 million kids, were obese in 
2015-16, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. In California, close 
to one-third of children ages 
10 to 17 are considered over-
weight or obese. Unhealthy 
diets are a big reason.

The benefit of nutritious 
food for students has been well 
documented. Numerous stud-
ies draw a direct link between 
higher-quality meals and better 
brain function, including im-
proved academic performance.

For those who survived the 
era in which fish sticks and 
tater tots passed as a good day 
in school cafeterias, a visit to 
a contemporary K-12 lunch-
room in Oakland is illuminat-
ing. 

Tables abound with fresh 
fruit choices, heavily used salad 
bars and freshly made entrees 
such as chicken tikka masala 
with rice, lime-cilantro slaw and 
cucumber and tomato salsa.

But Villarreal and others 
working to improve school 
food say progress remains 
halting and erratic. The factors 
hindering it in the past are still 
in play: cost, governmental reg-
ulation and the heavy involve-
ment of the food industry.

Villarreal has been address-
ing the challenge of providing 
healthy meals to students in 

California since he arrived in 
Novato in 2002 and discovered 
the district, though surround-
ed by more than 60 farms, was 
serving the same processed, 
heat-and-eat food that kids got 
at his previous district in Texas.

In collaboration with local 
growers, parents and adminis-
trators, Villarreal crafted a new 
approach, incorporating more 
whole grains, eliminating pro-
cessed sugar and saturated fats, 
using fresh ingredients and 
even offering cooking classes.

It worked, Villarreal said, but 
it took time, determination and 
cooperation.

“It isn’t enough to talk about 
healthy food,” Villarreal said. 
“The food has to be healthy 
and affordable.”

To make their finances work, 
many districts rely on the Na-
tional School Lunch Program, 
which is funded by the USDA. 
That gives the agency consider-
able sway over the food those 
districts offer.

In L.A., where about 80 
percent of students qualify for 
free or reduced-cost lunch, “we 
get asked about having organ-
ic foods,” Singh said. “Well, 
the USDA doesn’t reimburse 
us for that. When that policy 
changes, we will be happy to go 
to organic foods.”

Districts have to balance 
the books, so offering foods 
that cost less to buy and have 
higher profit margins — say, 
Pop-Tarts or quickly reheated 
chicken nuggets — will always 
be tempting.

These highly processed, 
low-nutrition items, Villarre-
al said, are often produced by 
food industry giants that can 
leverage their tremendous 
market clout and government 
subsidies to lower costs.

So how do schools effect real 
change in menus on a no-frills 
budget?

The answers, somewhat 
surprisingly, may lie close to 
home.

In cash-strapped Oakland, 
administrators formed a farm-
to-school cooperative, bring-
ing in fresh produce from 
local growers. It was part of a 
complete overhaul intended to 
put more plant-based items on 
their lunchroom menus.

They cut back on mass 
meat purchases, instead buy-
ing smaller quantities of high-
er-quality meat and pairing it 
with more legumes. They in-
stalled a central kitchen in the 
district to expedite cooking 
from scratch, enabling them to 
deliver freshly prepared entrees 
to their campuses.

HRC
FROM PAGE 5B

transition from wellness and 
preventative care to any acute 
or chronic health issues they 
may experience.”

Moore earned her master’s 
and bachelor’s degrees in nurs-
ing from Indiana State Univer-
sity. She joined Horizon Health 
in September 2018 as a provid-
er in the EZ Care–Marshall 
walk-in clinic. Prior to Horizon 
Health, she worked as a regis-
tered nurse in an intensive care 
unit and as a nurse practitioner 
in an emergency department 
in Terre Haute, Ind.

Moore believes healthcare 

is most effective when pa-
tients are involved in their care, 
adopting a proactive approach 
toward staying healthy.

“My philosophy is let’s try 
the least invasive approach 
first before exploring other 
options,” she said. “Patients 
should know that I’m a nurse 
first and will spend that extra 
time with them, which I be-
lieve is very important.”

Moore lives in Marshall with 
her daughter, Mia, age five. In 
her spare time, she enjoys yoga, 
running and spending time 
with family.

To schedule an appointment 
with Moore, call 217-463-
1946.

EZ CARE
FROM PAGE 5B

100 percent fruit leather, 
sugar-free gum, sugar-free 
pudding cups, whole grain 
goldfish crackers

Now for the parents of 
trick-or-treaters: think of 
past Halloweens when a 
kid made out like a bandit 
and had so much candy, it 
was hard to know what to 
do with it all. 

A solution to that is 
having children pick out 
their favorite candies to 
put aside and donate the 
remaining candy to a local 
shelter or send them in 
care packages for those 
serving overseas. 

With the set aside 
favorites, spread them out 
over a period of time and 
keep to one or two treats 
per day. This way they can 
enjoy treats in moderation 
without being restrictive, 
which helps develop 
healthy eating behaviors.

Check out the Bee Well 
board at the REC center 
for more tips on having a 
safe Halloween.

(Kara Wilcoxon is a regis-
tered dietician and nutrition-
ist and is employed as the 
nutritional services manager 
at Paris Community Hospi-
tal/Family Medical Center. 
Email her at kwilkcoxon@
pchfmc.com)

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2019  |  7BNEWS

Puzzles CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 7B

Across
1. Political action committee
4. One point north of due east
7. Marital
12. Religious building
15. Intrinsic nature of 
something
16. Safe to drink
18. Letter of credit
19. Single Lens Reflex
20. Keeps you cool in summer
21. Monetary unit
24. The Eye Network
27. Moving with a bounding 
stride
30. Figures
31. Of the pia mater
33. Male offspring
34. Indicates near
35. Calvary sword
37. South American plant
39. Doctor of Education
41. Something to take
42. Remove the edges from
44. Inattentive
47. Pick up
48. Latch for a window
49. Region of the U.S.
50. Windy City ballplayer
52. The NFL’s big game 
(abbr.)
53. Be permanently present in
56. Novice
61. Pirate novel
63. In a law-abiding way
64. Where one sleeps
65. Criticize

Clues Down
1. Bullfighting maneuver

2. Egyptian Sun god
3. Predatory semiaquatic 
reptile
4. Register formally
5. Eating houses
6. Japanese port
7. Genus of rodents
8. Nigerian city
9. Milliwatt
10. Mistake!
11. Women’s __ movement
12. Greeting
13. Songbirds
14. An arrangement scheme
17. Heartbeat test

22. Push back
23. Intended for the 
audience only
24. Cycles per second
25. Impartiality
26. Polio vaccine
 developer
28. Bowel movements
29. South American 
Indian
32. Queen of Sparta
36. Confederate 
soldier
38. Emerged
40. Death

CROSSWORD

43. __ and flowed
44. Folk singer DiFranco
45. Email folder
46. Throbbed rhythmically
51. English rockers
54. Disaster relief operation
55. American model and TV 
personality Katherine
56. Potable
57. Tough outer layer
58. __ Spumante (Italian
 wine)
59. Troubles
60. Negative
62. Camper

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

People Encouraging Re-
markable Kids (PERK), a 
school mentoring program, 
has a change in leadership and 
plans to grow.

Kelly McCrocklin just 
stepped up as the new coor-
dinator, taking over from Jodi 
Sperry after the latter’s recent 
retirement. 

McCrocklin, formerly an 
EnerStar employee, initially 

balked at her own early retire-
ment because she disliked the 
thought of sitting around. That 
is when members of PERK 
reached out to her about vol-
unteering.

“I like being active in the 
community…there’s lots of 
opportunities to do great 
work,” McCrocklin said. 

Working with EnerStar had 
connected McCrocklin with 
staff and administrators at 
several area schools and this 

rapport, along with her dedica-
tion to serve, made her a great 
candidate for volunteering and 
later leadership. 

“Kelly was a great fit,” PERK 
board member Trisha Vitale 
said.

PERK is a mentorship pro-
gram connecting adult men-
tors with students of all ages. 
Before PERK, The Human 
Resources Center of Edgar 
and Clark Counties operated 
a grant-funded mentorship 

program but was frustrated 
that stipulations kept them 
from reaching more students. 
PERK had far fewer limita-
tions, so HRC chose to let its 
grant expire and consolidate 
both programs’ efforts. Initial-
ly serving third through fifth  
grade in Paris at Carolyn Wenz 
Elementary and Crestwood 
Elementary, PERK’s network 
now spans the rest of the Dis-
trict 95 and the Kansas school 
district, helping students from 

PERK welcomes McCrocklin as new coordinator

kindergarten to 10th grade. 
The organization is 

non-profit and staffed by vol-
unteers – the only compensat-
ed staff is McCrocklin, whose 
job is to glue everything and 
everyone together. This is a 
hefty job, between people 
across Paris and Kansas, as well 
as organizing and overseeing 
fundraising events and pub-
licity. Fortunately, PERK has 
many supporters who donate 
their time, money and labor 
to help the program continue 
and grow. Vitale believes the 
program owes everything to 
this devoted and diverse core 
group rallying around Edgar 
county’s kids.

“That fuel is what drives 
PERK,” said Vitale.

McCrocklin’s current plans 
are, first and foremost, to con-
tinue as a source of kindness in 
the communities PERK serves. 

“I just am who I am, and love 
to treat people the way I want 
to be treated,” she said.

She is also continuing the 
work that Sperry started – 
expanding the mentorship 
program to support as many 
students as possible. She en-
visions PERK eventually 
stretching countywide, but the 
timeframe for that is fluid since 
the program has a unique chal-
lenge: remaining personal and 
intuitive as it grows.

Vitale emphasized that at no 
point can they lose sight of the 
individual touch the kids need. 
The board is always conscious 
that some of the kids live in 
unstable situations, and thus a 
disruption within the organiza-
tion could translate into an up-
heaval for a student who relies 
on time with their mentor.

“We are wanting to grow 
slowly, and grow right,” Vitale 
said in summary.

McCrocklin and Vitale both 
praised how responsive the 
Paris community has been. Vi-
tale related it to the adage, “It 
takes a village to raise a child.”

“This village, or this city, 
does everything it can to sup-
port the next generation,” she 
said.

PERK is always in the pro-
cess of finding new recruits and 
mentors. Previous efforts were 
wildly successful, but there is 
always need. 

The process begins with 
teachers, McCrocklin ex-
plained. “Teachers are the ones 
referring these kids, so they 
know best what will help.”

After a referral, PERK 
matches students with pro-
spective mentors based on 
common interests. Mentors 
and mentees meet at least 
twice a month over the school 
lunch period during the school 
year from October to April. 
The students find stability and 
friendship in this relationship 
– vital things for young peo-

ple entering a confusing time 
in life, and sometimes without 
the social support they need. 

“We really need the help of 
the general public to get these 
kids a friend,” Vitale explained.

All volunteers go through 
a background check run by 
Child Protection Services. The 
forms take three months to get 
back to PERK, which is why 
the program prefers to have a 
pool of potential mentors to 
draw on. Otherwise, kids are 
left waiting after their teacher 
refers them. If approved, Mc-
Crocklin provides mentors 
an orientation by sitting in on 
their first lunch. An end-of-
the-year survey gives students, 
mentors, teachers and parents 
the chance to express any con-
cerns. Sometimes students 
opt to switch mentors, which 
is fine with McCrocklin, who 
believes forcing the friendship 
would defeat the point.

The best volunteers, Mc-
Crocklin and Vitale say, are 
people who care. 

“Anybody loving and caring 
and willing to have some pa-
tience sometimes,” Vitale said. 
She elaborated that some kids 
take a while to open up while 
others are high-energy, and 
mentors need to accommo-
date that. 

A PERK mentor’s quota is 
two one-hour school lunch 
periods per month with their 
student, but they are free to 
exceed that. McCrocklin says 
PERK is flexible in changing 
the dates of lunches to accom-
modate the mentor’s life. Men-
tors should be able to commit 
to the time and be certain they 
will not move out of the area 
that year.

Vitale and McCrocklin 
agree Sperry gave PERK the 
focus it needed to get where it 
is today, and even though she 
has retired, she is absolutely 
not forgotten. 

“Jodi we will miss dearly,” 
said Vitale.

As a non-profit, PERK relies 
on contributions from sup-
porters and fundraisers. Their 
next event is the “Frozen 2 
Princess Makeover” on Nov. 
30 during Christmas in Paris. 
Families can reserve their chil-
dren spots for $20 each, and 
the makeover includes make-
up, hair and nails, plus snacks 
and a craft. Kids also get their 
picture taken with 2019 Miss 
Edgar County, Teresa Twigg. 
Registration begins at the end 
of October. 

Anyone curious about 
PERK, or interested in invit-
ing McCrocklin to a speaking 
engagement can reach out to 
McCrocklin at 217-712-0091, 
or by email at perkprograms@
gmail.com. PERK can also be 
contacted over their Facebook 
page at https://www.face-
book.com/parisperk/.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Kelly McCrocklin, left, is the new coordinator for PERK, a 
mentorship program for students in Paris and Kansas. She and 
Trisha Vitale, at right, believe the organization will continue 
growing, and one day they hope to be able to reach every school 
in Edgar County.

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free
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Sunkel Excavating LLC
Justin Sunkel
Owner/Operator

sunkelexcavating@yahoo.com

Sunkel Excavating LLC

12773 E. 1100th Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)264-5848

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
From Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Senate 
Democrats on Friday, Oct. 11, 
released copies of the full, un-
redacted search warrant that 
was executed on state Sen. 
Martin Sandoval’s office Sept. 
24, and it reveals a wide-rang-
ing probe into possible cor-
ruption involving a red-light 
camera company, construc-
tion businesses, a large utility 
company and other Chica-
go-area politicians.

Sandoval, D-Chicago, also 
resigned Friday from his post 
as chairman of the Senate 
Transportation Committee, 
according to a spokesman 
for Senate President John 
Cullerton. But he still retains 
his leadership post as Senate 
Democratic whip, the person 
responsible for ensuring party 
discipline on key votes.

Federal agents raided San-
doval’s Statehouse office, his 
district office in Cicero and 
his home in Chicago on Sept. 
24. In response to records 
requests from news media, 
Cullerton’s office released a 
heavily-redacted copy of the 
search warrant, along with a 
list of items that were seized.

It indicated investigators 
were looking for correspon-
dence and documents relat-
ed to several individuals and 
businesses, but most of those 
names were blacked out.

Sandoval has not been 
charged with any wrongdoing.

The unredacted material, 
however, adds significant de-
tail, and indications of where 
the investigation might be 
headed.

The warrant indicates 
agents were looking for evi-
dence of crimes under Article 
18 of the United States Code, 
which deals with, “deprivation 
of rights under color of law,” or 
crimes committed by public 
officials. It identifies specific 
statutes involving conspiracy, 
theft and bribery, fraud, wire 

fraud, and a statute, 18 U.S.C. 
1951, “interference with com-
merce by threats or violence.”

The first set of materials list-
ed in the search warrant iden-
tifies SafeSpeed LLC, a com-
pany that provides automated 
red-light cameras to several 
communities in the Chicago 
area. Along with SafeSpeed, 
the search warrant lists sever-
al individuals including Cook 
County Commissioner and 
McCook Mayor Jeff Tobol-
ski; his chief of staff, Patrick 
Doherty; Berwyn Alderman 
Cesar Santoy, who was also 
on the Illinois Tollway High-
way Authority Board until his 
temporary appointment was 
pulled Friday afternoon by 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker; a company 
named Technicraft Collision 
Repair; that company’s pres-
ident, Sebastian Jachymiak; 
and a company identified as 
Arq Design Build.

Chicago-area news outlets 
have reported that Sandoval 
personally intervened on Safe-
Speed’s behalf to get Illinois 
Department of Transportation 
approval for a red-light cam-
era in Oakbrook Terrace that 
IDOT had previously denied, 
all while taking tens of thou-
sands of dollars in campaign 
donations from the company 
and its owner.

That has prompted renewed 
calls to repeal state laws that 
allow municipalities to use red-
light cameras to enforce traffic 
laws.

Another paragraph in the 
warrant identifies items re-
lated to Puentes Inc., an En-
glish-Spanish translation 
service company that Sando-
val owns, and Monarca Inc., 
which, according to the Illli-
nois secretary of state’s website, 
is owned by Sandoval’s wife, 
Marina.

In a separate paragraph, the 
warrant authorizes a search 
for items related to public offi-
cials in the village of Summit, 
including Village President 

Sandoval under investigation
Full search warrant released after office raid, suggests broad corruption probe of Sen. Martin Sandoval

Sergio Rodriguez, Police 
Chief John Kosmowski, De-
partment of Public Works 
Director Bill Mundy, road 
construction company owner 
Pedro Ramirez, and “Con-
crete Company A.”

The warrant goes on to 
identify items related to the 
utility company ComEd and 
its parent company Exelon, 
Chicago-area real estate de-
veloper Vahooman “Shad-
ow” Mirkhaef, businessman 
Michael Vondra and several 
of his associates, a number of 
real estate companies and oth-
er businesses.

Finally, the warrant calls for 
items related to a number of 
IDOT employees and “Items 
related to any official action 
taken in exchange for a bene-
fit.” Pritzker has said previous-
ly that no IDOT employees 
have been subpoenaed as part 
of the investigation.

EDUCATION SURVEY
A new report from an inde-

pendent policy and advoca-
cy organization is calling for 
increased state investment in 
public education in Illinois, 
particularly in early childhood 
and higher education. 

“Overall, our outcomes are 
improving despite insufficient 
state investment in programs 
and schools. We must build 
on the progress of K–12 fund-
ing reform and ensure our 
early childhood and postsec-
ondary programs are fully and 
equitably funded so students 
and families have access to the 
resources they need to thrive,” 
Advance Illinois said in its 
2019 “The State We’re In” re-
port.

Advance Illinois was found-
ed in 2008 by leaders from 
several civic, philanthropic, 
business and education or-

ganizations across the state. 
The group’s stated purpose 
is to work “toward a healthy 
public education system that 
prepares students to achieve 
success in college, career and 
civic life.”

Their annual report tracks 
roughly 80 metrics pertain-
ing to student performance 
in three categories: early edu-
cation, K–12 and postsecond-
ary.

The report found that evi-
dence-based funding formula, 
which was passed in 2017, has 
helped increase per-pupil state 
spending at the K-12 level. Illi-
nois spent, on average, $7,503 
per pupil in 2017, ranking it 
29th in the nation. That’s up 
from $4,557 in 2007, when 
the state ranked 45th.

The evidence-based fund-
ing formula calls for an added 
$350 million in K-12 educa-
tion spending annually and 
directs that money to the 
schools furthest from ade-
quate funding. This helped 
decrease the number of school 
districts funded at less than 
60 percent of their adequacy 
targets from 168 in 2017 to 
roughly 34 in 2019, according 
to the report.

Still, nearly half of Illinois’ 
852 school districts are work-
ing with “less than 70 percent 
of the funds they need to ad-
equately meet their students’ 
needs,” the report said.

While K-12 education 
spending increased from 2007 
to 2017, over that same span, 
per-pupil state spending at 
four-year higher education 
institutions was decimated. In 
2007, Illinois spent $7,276 per 
student at public four-year in-
stitutions, but that number fell 
to $3,636 in 2017. That was a 
steep enough fall to move the 
state from the 19th to 45th 

highest in the nation.

FAMILY PLANNING FUNDS
Aunt Martha’s Health & 

Wellness, the only Illinois orga-
nization currently participating 
in the federal family planning 
program, was awarded more 
than double its initial grant af-
ter several providers across the 
country declined their funding 
in response to a Trump admin-
istration rule change.

The group operates several 
clinics in Illinois, including one 
in Danville.

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
oversees the Title X program. It 
announced on Sept. 30 the al-
location of an additional $33.6 
million to 50 grantees in sever-
al states to buttress their family 
planning services.

The funding became avail-
able, the department said in 
press release, after 18 orga-
nizations, “left the Title X 
program rather than comply 
with statutory and regulatory 
requirements prohibiting fed-
eral funding where abortion is 
a method of family planning.”

Raul Garza, Aunt Martha’s 
president and CEO, said the 
provider’s new grant amount is 
more than $1.3 million. That is 
an increase of $825,000.

Aunt Martha’s will use the 
money to expand services 
— including wellness exams, 
testing for sexually transmitted 
diseases and birth control — 
to several of its facilities, Gar-
za said, allowing its medical 
personnel to treat “more than 
double the number of patients 
we’re able to serve now.”

“No else else (in Illinois) 
applied, so family planning ser-
vices would not be available to 
thousands of women,” he said. 
“That’s not an exaggeration. 
That’s a fact.”

Garza added that health care 
providers previously offering 
Title X services through con-
tracts with the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health have 
reached out to Aunt Martha’s 
about working with them in-
stead.

STATE ETHICS
A Republican state lawmak-

er said Wednesday, Oct. 16, she 
plans to introduce legislation 
to establish a State Ethics Task 
Force to tighten ethics rules 
within Illinois government.

"To have the public's trust, 
we must take action whenev-
er confidence is broken," Rep. 
Tony McCombie, R-Savanna, 
said in a news release. "We've 
seen the headlines of the FBI's 
recent activity, including raid-
ing the homes of legislators, 
lobbyists, and offices within 
the State Capitol. The cost of 
corruption is too high for Illi-
noisans to ignore."

McCombie — who is chair 
of the House Republican Or-
ganization, the political arm of 
the caucus which works and 
raises money to elect House 
Republicans — said several 
events in the past year raise 
concerns that the state’s ethics 
rules are not strict enough. The 
first of which, she said, is the 
August indictment of state Sen. 
Tom Cullerton, D-Villa Park, 
on multiple counts of embez-
zlement from a labor union.

She also mentioned an on-
going and wide-ranging inves-
tigation centering on state Sen. 
Martin Sandoval, D-Chicago, 
whose Statehouse and district 
offices, as well as his home, 
were searched by federal agents 
in September.

She indicated that she hopes 
to have the legislation consid-
ered in the upcoming veto ses-
sion, which begins Oct. 28.
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
 HUMAN RESOURCES CENTER

OF EDGAR AND CLARK COUNTIES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Monday, October 28, 2019 @ 4:00 p.m.

118 EAST COURT STREET
PARIS, ILLINOIS

 
PUBLIC WELCOME

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

HAULING If you have 
any items you don’t want 
laying around I will haul off about 
anything. Call me anytime at 
217-218-8801

SPENCER SIDING-Soffit-Flat 
Roofs and Construction 
Call 264-1567

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One item 
to a complete household. Call 
Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 9 am-5 
pm. 
We pay cash!

Multi-Family Rummage Sale, 
4-H grounds 317 E Elliott 
Oct. 25   8am-6pm 
Oct. 26   8am-2pm
Cleaned out house of 57 years. 
Something for everyone. Too 
much to list. Priced to sell

Member Advocate 

Decatur Earthmover Credit 
Union is seeking a motivated 
individual for their Paris Branch 
on a part-time basis with 
excellent sales, member service 
and cash handling skills to join 
our team. The ideal candidate 
will assist members with various 
needs, offer product information 
and provide exceptional member 
service while presenting a 
positive image of the credit union. 
Previous office and customer 
service experience preferred. 
Comprehensive computer, oral & 
written communication skills, and 
ability to work branch hours are 
required. 
Starting hourly rate will be $11 
per hour. As a part time employee, 
you will receive four hours of 
holiday pay for each holiday we 
are closed and paid volunteer 
hours to help in the community. 
To apply online visit www.DECU.
com/careers 
Please send your application and 
resume to: 
HR@decu.com
Or
Human Resources
Decatur Earthmover Credit Union
PO Box 2515
Decatur, IL  62525

Local company seeking a full time 
driver. Class A CDL required. All 
local driving; 100% company paid 
health insurance plus pension. 
$1500 sign on bonus. Call 
217-465-7621

15” Barrel Saddle For Sale
Call (217) 466-6891

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

Nice 2 bdrm 2 bath with garage
Crestwood Dist. No pets
$650 plus dep.
217-264-1379 leave message

3/4 Bdrm House
2 Bath
Furnished
1800 SF
Non Smokers
5 Magnolia Manor $725/mo
217-251-7356

FOR SALE
311 Madison, 2 bedrm, big lot, 
some repairs with water heater, 
new tile in kitchen. $12,000 or 
best offer call 264-1865

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath home for 
sale Approx. 1700 square feet 
with working wood fireplace
2 car attached garage and deck 
on the back
Asking $145,000 Call (217) 
826-3100 to view this home    
22298 N Hwy 1  Marshall, IL

Land For Sale
35.6 Acres 10 tillable
on Ernest Rd. Marshall, IL
Prime Deer Hunting
 Call219-588-4740

Land For Sale 
85 irrigated tillable acres
on River Road West Union, IL
Call 219-644-8713

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

House for Rent - 2BR, clean, 
$500 per month plus $500 
deposit, 1 yr lease. Call 264-4048 
or 806-0333

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-225

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 1 bedroom, water, heat, and 
trash included. No Pets. $420 
dep. $420 mo.
Call 217-466-8280

For Sale
2012 Lincoln MKZ 4 Door
22,625 Actual Miles
Call 217-466-0309 or 
217-251-9449
Can see at 520 W. Grant St. Paris

The Oracle

Presented by Rabi Johnathon 
Cahn at The Grace Fellowship 
Church
200 E Elliott St. at 6:30pm 
Session ! will be held Sunday, 
Oct. 20th followed by the next 8 
Sundays

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE Public Notice is hereby 
given that on September 18, 2019 
a certificate was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of Edgar 
County, Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post office address of 
all of the persons owning, 

conducting and transacting the 
business known as:
CROP365
Locted at: 315 Illinois Street
Kansas, IL  61933
Owner(s): Caleb Hunter
Dated: September 18, 2019
August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF 

EARL JACK SWARTHOUT, 
Deceased 

No. 2019 -P- 48

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
EARL JACK SWARTHOUT. Letters 
of Office were
issued on September 24, 2019 
to Prospect Bank, 177 W. Wood 
Street, Paris, Il. 61944, as
Executor whose attorney is FRUIN 
& KASH (Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 
129 N. Central Ave.,
Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at
the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois, 61944, or with the 
representative, or both, on
or before April 13, 2020 and any 
claim not filed within the applica-
ble period is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and
to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

PROSPECT BANK,
Executor

FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. Kash, 
Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/ 465-4196
FAX: 217/ 466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF CAROLYN M. CURL 

Deceased

No. 2019 P 45

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
CAROLYN M. CURL. Letters of 
Office were issued on September 
20, 2019, to CATHERINE 
JENNINGS, 131 Cortland Circle, 
Leominster, Massachusetts 01453
as Independent Co-Executor, 
whose Attorney is S. Craig Smith, 
Asher & Smith, 1119 N. Main 
Street, P. O. Box 340, Paris, IL 
61944.

Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or 
both, on or before March 30, 2020 
(at least six months from the date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten 
days after it has been filed.

Dated this 7th day of October, 
2019.

CATHERINE JENNINGS
Representative

Craig Smith
Asher &amp; Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P. O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465-6444
Fax: 217/463-2486

State Of Illinois
In The Circuit Court Of The 

Fifth Judicial Circuit
Edgar County – In Probate

In The Matter Of The Estate Of 
Mickey C. St. Clair, 

Deceased.

No. 2019-P-49

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
MICKEY C. ST. CLAIR, of Brocton 
Illinois, who died on August 
22, 2019. Letters of Office as 
Independent Executor were issued 
on October 7, 2019 to AUTUMN 
ST. CLAIR, 204 East Third Street, 
Brocton, Illinois 61917; whose 
attorney is E. Robert Anderson of 
Anderson Law Offices, 1204 North 
Main Street, P.O. Box 10, Paris, 

Illinois 61944.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before April 13, 2019 
and any claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Executor and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.   
   
Autumn St. Clair, Independent 
Executor

 By: E. Robert Anderson

Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
alo@robandersonlaw.com 
(217) 465-3535

CITY OF CHRISMAN 
ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 92

ABANDONED, WRECKED 
VEHICLES: STORING, PARKING 

OR LEAVING DISMANTLED 
OR OTHER SUCH VEHICLES; 
PROHIBITION; NUISANCE; 

EXCEPTIONS SECTION 92.03
ORDINANCE NO. 7  SERIES 2019

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council 
of the City of Chrisman, Illinois, 

that:

Section 1

A.   No person shall park, store, 
leave, or permit the parking, 

storing or leaving of any motor 
vehicle of any kind which is in an 

abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, 
inoperative, rusted, junked, or 
partially dismantled condition 
whether attended or not, upon 
any public or private property 
within the city for a period of 

time in excess of 72 hours. The 
presence of an abandoned, 

wrecked, dismantled, inoperative, 
rusted, junked or partially dis-

mantled vehicle or parts thereof, 
on private or public property is 

hereby declared a public nuisance 
which may be abated as such in 

accordance with the provisions of 
this section.

B.   Exceptions. This chapter shall 
not apply to:

 1.   Any vehicle enclosed within a 
building on private property;

2.   Any vehicle held in connection 
with  a business enterprise;

3.   Any motor vehicle in operable 
condition specifically adapted or 
designed for operation on drag 

strips or raceways;
4. Any vehicle maintained for 

demolition derby purposes under 
the following circumstances:

a. This exception shall only apply 
from May 1 for the respective year 

through September 30 of that 
same year;

b. There may only be two vehicles 
visible to the general public on 

each property;
c. The vehicles must be main-

tained on the driveway and not 
extended over any sidewalk area 
and not to be maintained on the 
boulevard area of the property;
 d. There are to be no parts or 

tires for the vehicles, or any other 
vehicles, accumulating in the 
yard where these vehicles are 

maintained;
 e. The property where the 

vehicles are maintained must be 
kept in an orderly fashion without 
car parts, various car pieces, tools 
or equipment visible to the public 

other than during use in active 
repair or maintenance.

5.   Any vehicles retained by the 
owner for antique collection 

purposes

Section 2

Any ordinance or clause or provi-
sion of any Ordinance in conflict 
with this Ordinance is hereby 
repealed.

Section 3

This Ordinance shall take full 
effect from and after it passage, 
signing, recording and publication 
pursuant to law.

I offer the foregoing Ordinance 
and move that it be adopted by 
Council.
Dated: October 7, 2019  Thad 
Cripsin, Councilman

I second the foregoing motion.
Dated: October 7, 2019 Bryan 
Haddix, Councilman

ROLL CALL:
AYES: 4
NAYES:1

I declare the foregoing Ordinance 
adopted by the Council and 
approved by me this 7th day of 
October.
 Dan Owens, Mayor

ATTEST: Dena Burns, City Clerk

Public Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture 

(Department), pursuant to 510 
ILCS 77/12(a) of the Livestock 
Management Facilities Act and 
Subparts C and D of 8 Ill. Adm. 
Code 900, that on October 11, 
2019 the Department determined 
that the notice of intent to 
construct application, originally 
received by the Department 
on October 9, 2019 for a 1,800 
animal unit swine facility 
Parks E8 from Parks Livestock, 
Scottland, IL was complete.  The 
facility Parks E8 is proposed to be 
located approximately 3.97 miles 
south of Scottland, IL.  A copy of 
the notice of intent to construct 
form was forwarded to the Edgar 
County Board on October 16, 
2019.  Within 30 days after receipt 
of the notice, the county board 
may request that the Department 
conduct an informational 
meeting concerning the proposed 
construction.  In addition, 
within 30 days after receipt of 
the notice by the county board, 
county residents may petition 
the county board to request 
that the Department conduct 
an informational meeting.  If 75 
or more of the county residents, 
who are registered voters in the 
county, petition the county board, 
the county board shall request 
that the Department conduct 
an informational meeting.  For 
more information regarding this 
notice, informational meetings 
or requirements of new livestock 
management or livestock waste 
handling facilities, please consult 
the Livestock Management 
Facilities Act (510 ILCS 77/1 et 
seq.) or call the Department at 
(217) 785-2427.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO BORROW 
FUNDS AND RIGHT TO FILE 

PETITION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, 
pursuant to Ordinance Number 
15, adopted on September 23, 
2019, the City of Paris of Edgar 
County, Illinois, intends to enter 
into a Loan Agreement with the 

Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency in an aggregate principal 
amount not to exceed $1,750,000 
and bearing annual interest in 
the amount not to exceed the 
maximum rate authorized by 
law at time of execution of the 
Loan Agreement, for the purpose 
of paying the cost of certain 
improvement to the public water 
supply system of the City of Paris. 
A complete copy of the Ordinance 
accompanies this notice.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER 
GIVEN that if the petition signed 
by 571 or more electors of the City 
of Paris (being equal to 10% of 
the registered voters in the City of 
Paris), requesting that the ques-
tion of improving the public water 
supply system and entering into 
the Loan Agreement is submitted 
to the City of Paris Clerk within 30 
days after the publication of this 
Notice, the question of improving 
the public water system of the 
City of Paris as provided in the 
Ordinance and Loan Agreement 
shall be submitted to the electors 
of the City of Paris at the next 
election to be held under general 
election law on April 4, 2023. A 
petition form is available for the 
office of the City of Paris, Clerk.

Bridget Anderson
City of Paris, Clerk
City of Paris, Edgar County Illinois

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Always taking 
consignments! 

Give us a call!

FULLTIME CUSTODIAN
This is a 12 month position, 8 hours a day, 

12:00 - 8:00 p.m., five days a week. Starting 
wage is $10.97 an hour. Benefits. Start 
immediately. Complete an application 

available in the Unit Office or send letter of 
application & resume with references to 

Dr. Allen Hall, Superintendent, Shiloh CUSD #1
21751 N. 575th Street

Hume, IL 61932
or email - halla@shiloh1.org

Review of applications begins immediately 
and continues until position is filled.

2ND SHIFT - FEED DELIVERY
The Equity is a full-service cooperative offering a 

complete line of supplies and services for farm and 
residential customers. The Equity offers a great 

benefits package for full-time employees including: 
vacation time, sick time, 401K match, health 

insurance, vision & dental insurance, life insurance, 
long term disability, short term disability and bonus 

program.
The Equity is currently seeking someone to fill the full 
time 2nd Shift Feed Delivery position. Requirements 

include Class A CDL and High School Diploma or GED, 
ability to effectively communicate  and  interact  with  

management  and  customers.
Agriculture background is preferred, but not required.

To apply go to: www.TheEquity.com/Careers
Or apply in person at 

13991 E 1700th Rd, Chrisman, IL

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach homes 
and businesses in Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather 
signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 fluorescent green 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale checklist, sales 
record form.  All for $10.00!!!! 

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 15
SERIES 2019

PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY LOAN PROGRAM 
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING LOAN AGREE-

MENT NON-HOME RULE ENTITY (e.g. Village, 
City, Town)

AN ORDINANCE authorizing  the City of Paris, 
Ed gar County, Illinois to borrow funds from the 
Public Water Supply Loan Program

WHEREAS, The City of Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois operates  its public water Supply system 
(“the System”) in accordance with the provi-
sions of  and the Local Government Debt Reform 
Act, 30ILCS 350/1 (collectively, “the Act”) and

WHEREAS, the MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL of 
the CITY OF PARlS (“the Corporate Authorities”) 
have determined that it is advisable, necessary 
and in the best interest of public health, safety 
and welfare to improve the System. Including 
following:

WATER LINE EXTENSION FOR SERVICE T EQUITY 
AND CITY OF CHRISMAN

Together with any land or rights in land and all 
electrical, mechanical or other services neces-
sary, useful or advisable to the construction and 
installation (“the Project”), all in accordance 
with the plans and specifications prepared by 
consulting engineers of the City of Paris; which 
Project has a useful life of 50 years; and

WHEREAS, the estimated cost of construc-
tion and installation of the Project, including 
engineering legal, financial and other related 
expenses is $1,750,000 , and there are insuffi-
cient funds on hand and lawfully available to pay 
these costs; and

WHEREAS, the loan shall bear an interest rate 
as defined by 35 Ill. Adm. Code 662, which does 
not exceed the maximum rate authorized  by the 
Bond authorization Act, as amended, 30 ILCS 
305/1 et seq., at the time of the issuance of the 
loan; and

WHEREAS, the principal and interest payment 
shall be payable semi-annually and the loan shall 
mature in  20 years, which is within the period of 
useful life of the Project; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Act, the City of Paris is authorized to borrow 
funds from the Public Water Supply Loan Pro-
gram in the aggregate principal amount of 
$1 ,750,000 to provide funds to pay the costs of 
the Project;

WHEREAS,  the loan to the city of Paris shall be 
made pursuant to a Loan Agreement, including 
certain terms and conditions,  between the City 
of Paris and the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency;

NOW THEREFORE,  be it ordained by the 
corporate Authorities of the City of Paris, Edgar 
County, Illinois, as follows:

SECTION 1. INCORPORATION OF PREAMBLES
The Corporate Authorities hereby find that the 
recitals contained in the preambles are true and 
correct, and incorporate them into this Ordi-
nance by this reference.

SECTION 2. DETERMINATION TO BORROW 
FUNDS
It is necessary and in the best interests of the 
City of Paris to construct the Project for the 
public health, safety and welfare, in accordance 
with the plans and specifications,  as described; 
that the System continues to be operated in ac-
cordance with the provision of the Act; and that 
for the purpose of constructing  the Project, it is 
hereby authorized that funds be borrowed by the 
City of Paris in an aggregated principal amount 
(which can include construction period interest 
financed over the term of the loan) not to exceed 
$1,750,000.

SECTION 3. PUBLICATION
This Ordinance, together with a Notice in the 
statutory form (attached hereto as Exhibit A), 
shall be published once within ten days after 
passage in The Prairie Press, a newspaper 
published and of general circulation in the City 
of Paris, and if no petition, signed by electors 
numbering 10% or more of the registered voters 
in the City of Paris , being 571, asking that the 
question of improving the System as provided in 
this Ordinance and entering into the Loan  Agree-
ment therefore be submitted  to the electors of 
the City of Paris, is filed with the City of Paris 
Clerk within 30 days after the date of publication 
of this Ordinance and notice, then this Ordinance 
shall be in full force and effect.  A petition form 
shall be provided by the City of Paris Clerk to any 
individual requesting one.

SECTION  4. ADDITIONAL  ORDINANCES
If no petition meeting the requirements of the 
Act and other applicable laws is filed during 
the 30-day petition period, then the Corporate 
Authorities may adopt additional ordinances 
or proceedings supplementing  or amending 
this Ordinance providing for entering into the 
Loan Agreement with the Illinois Envirom-
nental  Protection Agency, prescribing all the 
details of the Loan Agreement, and providing 
for the collection, segregation and distribution 
of the Water System Revenues, so long as the 

maximum amount of the Loan Agreement as 
set forth in this Ordinance is not exceeded 
and there is no material change in the Project 
or purposes described herein.  Any additional 
ordinances or proceedings shall in all instances 
become effective in accordance with the Act or 
other applicable law.  This Ordinance, together 
with such additional  ordinances or proceedings, 
shall constitute complete authority for entering 
into the Loan Agreement under applicable law.
However,  notwithstanding the above,  the City 
of Paris may not adopt  additional ordinances or 
amendments which provide for any substantive 
or material  change  in the scope and intent 
of this Ordinance, including but not limited  to 
interest rate, preference, or priority  of any other 
ordinance with this Ordinance, parity of any oth-
er ordinance with this Ordinance, or otherwise 
alter or impair the obligation of the City of Paris 
to pay the principal  and interest  due to the 
Public  Water Supply  Loan Program  without  the 
written consent  of the Illinois  Environmental 
Protection Agency.

SECTION 5.  LOAN NOT INDEBTEDNESS OF 
CITY OF PARIS
Repayment of the loan to the Illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency  by the City of Paris  
pursuant  to this Ordinance is to be solely  from 
the revenue  derived  from the Water System 
Revenues, and the loan does not constitute an 
indebtedness of the City of Paris within  the 
meaning  of any constitutional or statutory 
limitation.

SECTION 6.  APPLICATION FOR LOAN
The Mayor is hereby  authorized to make appli-
cation to the Illinois  Environmental Protection 
Agency  for a loan through  the Public  Water 
Supply  Loan Program, in accordance with the 
loan requirements set out in 35 ill. Adm. Code 
662.

SECTION 7. ACCEPTANCE  OF LOAN AGREE-
MENT
The Corporate Authorities hereby authorize ac-
ceptance of the offer of a loan through the Public 
Water Supply  Loan Program, including all terms 
and conditions of the Loan Agreement as well 
as all special  conditions contained therein and 
made a part thereof  by reference. The Corporate 
Authorities further  agree  that the loan funds 
awarded  shall be used solely  for the purposes of 
the project as approved by the illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency  in accordance with 
the terms and conditionsof the Loan Agreement.

SECTION 8.  OUTSTANDING  BONDS
The City of Paris has outstanding bonds,  
payable  from  revenues  of the system, that are 
senior  to the loan authorized by this Ordinance, 
and the City of Paris establishes an account, cov-

erage,and reserves  equivalent to the account(s), 
coverage(s) and reserve(s) as the senior  lien 
holders in accordance with 35 ILCS 662.350(a)
(9)(C)(PWS).

SECTION 9. AUTHORIZATION  OF [PRESI-
DENT/MAYOR] TO EXECUTE LOAN AGREE-
MENT
The Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to 
execute the Loan Agreement with the Illinois En-
vironmental  Protection Agency.  The Corporate 
Authorities may authorize by resolution a person 
other than the Mayor for the sole purpose 
of authorizing or executing any documents 
associated with payment requests or reimburse-
ments from the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency in connection with this loan.

SECTION  10. SEVERABILITY
If any section, paragraph, clause or provision 
of this Ordinance is held invalid , the invalidity 
of such section, paragraph, clause or provision 
shall not affect any of the other provisions of this 
Ordinance.

SECTION  11. REPEALER
All ordinances, resolutions or orders, or parts 
thereof, which conflict with the provisions of this 
Ordinance are, to the extent of such conflict, 
hereby repealed.

I offer  the foregoing Ordinance and move that  it 
be adopted  by Council.

In print.  
Online.  

On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  
AND NOW DELIVERED  

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met 
Thursday, Oct. 10, with 16 
members weighing in and 
15 members staying for the 
meeting. 

Club members recog-
nized were: Sara McCrock-
lin, TOPS weekly best 
loser; Wanda Luth, KOPS 
weekly best loser; Ruth Ann 
Knight, best walker; Mar-
cella Coy won the walking 
drawing; and Penny Ring 
won the food chart drawing. 

The group walked a com-
bined 33 miles during the 
prior week.   

Sandy Randall offered 
tips on positive dieting like 
eating slowly, eating only 
when hungry and stopping 
when full.   

TOPS #IL 1563 meets 
every Thursday at the High-
land Manor Community 
Room, with weigh-ins be-
ginning at 8 a.m. and the 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The U.S. Supreme Court 
long ago banned school-led 
prayer, but religion itself 
remains prevalent among 
the nation’s public schools, 
according to a new Pew Re-
search Center survey.

The poll of 1,800 teen-
agers (ages 13 to 17) found 
that 53 percent of teens 
say they regularly see class-
mates wearing jewelry or 
clothing with religious 
messages, and another 39 
percent say they regularly 
see fellow students praying 
before a sporting event. 

Another 26 percent say 
it’s common to see some-
one invited to a religious 
youth group or worship ser-
vice, and 16 percent say it’s 
common to see a classmate 
pray before a meal. Eight 
percent say it’s common to 
see fellow students read re-
ligious texts outside of class.

Pew called it the first 
large-scale, nationally rep-
resentative survey “asking 
teens a series of questions” 
about their own practices 
and perceptions or religious 
expression in public schools.

FRIENDSHIP FUND DONATION WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Special to The Prairie Press

Jane Blair, left, representing Chapter KP of Paris, presents a check to Amanda McConkey Hood from the Lulu Corkhill Williams 
Friendship Fund of the Illinois P.E.O. Sisterhood. The fund, established by Williams in 1934, offers temporary assistance for women 
or men facing a variety of emergencies, including medical bills or difficulties due to a lifestyle or housing change.

ECCF DONATES TO COVER WELDING CLASS TUITION

Special to The Prairie Press

The Edgar County Community Foundation presents a check for the new welding class at Paris High School to cover the Lake Land 
College dual credit tuition for class members. A former PHS student, who sees the importance of industrial skills, sponsored the 
gift.  Pictured left to right: Warren Sperry, ECCF; Tom Hebermehl, ECCF director; Gary Johnson, Mitchell Worrell, Gunner McCarty, 
Kolten Sexton, Blake Woolum, Drake Hopkins, Cole Delaunois, Riley Cooper, Karson Whitaker; Jim Humrichous, welding instructor; 
and Billy Hardas, ECCF director. Welding at PHS is a yearlong dual credit class designed to give students hands-on learning of the 
fundamentals of basic welding, including oxy-acetylene welding, arc welding and cutting and brazing. 

TOPS groups meet
meeting starting at 9 a.m. Vis-
itors and new members are al-
ways welcome and more infor-
mation is available by calling 
251-5190.

TOPS #IL. 2318 met Tues-
day, Oct. 15, with 14 members 
weighing in and 13 members 
attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Jayne Peters, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Mary Ruth 
Clark, KOPS weekly best los-
er and KOPS drawing winner; 
Nancy Norman and Marcy 
Heminger, best three-week los-
er; Myndy Wooten, top walk-
er; Patty Felgenhauer, top ex-
erciser; and Marcy Heminger, 
top cyclist.

Heminger also delivered a 
program about the keto diet.

TOPS #IL. 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh-in is from 5:45-6:50 
p.m. The meeting starts at 7 
p.m. More information is avail-
able by calling 217-822-0953.

58 percent of evangelical 
teens discuss faith in school

Two-thirds of teens (64 per-
cent) say they rarely or never 
talk about religion with their 
friends. But that is not the case 
among evangelical Christian 
teens. Fifty-eight percent of 
evangelical teens regularly talk 
about their faith with class-
mates, compared with 39 per-
cent of mainline teens and 35 
percent of Catholic teens who 
do so.

Girls are more likely than 
boys to discuss religion with 
their peers, according to Pew. 

Perhaps in a related category, 
one in 10 evangelical teens say 
they have been bullied because 
of their religion. That compares 
to 9 percent of Catholics and 1 
percent of mainline teens who 
say they’ve been bullied be-
cause of their faith. 

“Unaffiliated teens were 
asked a similar question about 
being teased for their lack of 
religion,” the Pew report said. 
“Among students who identify 
religiously as atheist, agnostic 
or ‘nothing in particular,’ very 
few (4 percent) say they have 
personally experienced bully-
ing in school because they are 
not religious.”

The survey was conducted 
online, March 29 to April 14.

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper
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Farmers don’t get sick days. If you can’t get it done, it might 

not get done at all. We understand. At Horizon Health, our 

orthopedics team will get you back to work fast. We offer a 

variety of solutions: from minimally invasive techniques to the 

latest in surgical options. Let the orthopedics team at Horizon 

Health get you back to work sooner and spend more time in 

the field—with less pain and greater yield. 

Orthopedics at Horizon Health 

Make an appointment with our orthopedics team today. Call 217-466-4714.

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE YIELD (LESS PAIN)
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BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

In a country that was founded behind the 
plows and pitchforks of farmers, the impor-
tance of crops in the United States has not 
diminished in recent years. A multi-billion 
dollar industry, farming supports thousands 
of farmers and their families across the coun-
try every day. So what happens when nature 
doesn’t want to cooperate? 

In a state where corn and soybeans rule all, 
Illinois farmers were heavily affected by the 
weather in 2019. An extremely wet spring 
left planters scrambling to get seed into the 
ground during planting season that dragged 
into late May and then June and early July in 
some places. The effects were set to financial-

ly ravage planters and markets. 
Many farmers salvaged their crops through 

insurance companies such as Country Fi-
nancial and others. Brad Clow, the Crop 
Operations manager for Country Financial, 
detailed why crop insurances in Illinois, and 
the country, is so important to have. 

“It has been a very trying year for so many 
farmers out there,” Clow said. “Without crop 
insurance, a lot of them wouldn’t have an in-
come coming in and that is tough for a farm-
er.”

In just a six-week span, Country Financial 
made payments totaling over $35 million to 
farmers. The payments allow those who are 
insured to have an income, despite quarreling 
with Mother Nature. 

After a long drought struck the Corn Belt 
in 2012, more farmers turned to insurance 
policies as part their management plans. 
Nearly 20 million acres of Illinois was cov-
ered by various crop insurance policies a year 

ago, with the cumulative value of liability 
protection pushing its way to more than $10 
billion in 2018. 

“Farmers are a very hard-working group 
and insurance provides them with a sense of 
security when inclement weather or other in-
stances occur,” Clow said. “For them to use 
their own money to pay premiums in good 
faith, we (as insurers) have to make sure that 
we are there to take care of them.” 

After a troubling decade for farmers, crop 
insurance is growing to become nearly as vi-
tal to them as the crops are themselves. The 
risk for inclement weather, should that occur 
in the form of hail, excessive rain, drought 
or green snap from strong winds, are just a 
handful of the factors managed under insur-
ance policies. 

There are also a variety of protection pol-
icies provided by the federal government, 
with replant coverage, yield protection and 
price-drop protection being just a few. 

With the proper insurance coverage for 
a farmer and their crops, there is no reason 
why one should suffer financially due to the 
unavoidable effects of nature or the market. 
This is as true as ever after the torrential rains 
that flooded fields across the Midwest in 
2019. 

“This is a year (2019) that just shows and 
dominates why these farmers need to have 
their crops protected.” Clow said. “This is 
very important for farmers.” 

Crop insurance proves its value

HARVEST FINALLY UNDERWAY

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Jim McCulloch opens a new block of corn while harvesting a field in Buck Township.

Farmers grateful they can fall 
back on insurance after a wild 
year in the agriculture industry

ADVERTISING:
The engine

of this free

Greater Yields!
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STRUGGLING WITH 
       HIGH INPUT 
          COSTS??

Please allow us to assist in making every input dollar count for 
your 2020-2021 crop year.  Call us soon to get on our spring soil 

extraction list.

(217)465-5282 

•  The best way to control fertility input costs is to 
utilize limestone, the cheapest input, to its maximum 
potential on every field you farm.
•  Applying additional P&K when limestone is needed is inefficient and 
often a fruitless use of resources. 

    At Cochran Agronomics, we maintain soil pH in a very tight range on our client’s farms. The
 consistent liming methodology we have developed over the past 37 years is key to 
optimal soil chemical balance.

        We extract our soils in the spring.  Consequently, you will 
have lime tonnage recommendations by field and farm by no 
later than mid-August. This allows the “good” lime to be placed 
on the farm before harvest – NO waiting for trucks and poor 
quality lime.  It can then be spread immediately after harvest.

science
for the soil
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Committed 
to serving your needs!

H ave  a  Sa fe  H a r vest  Se a s o n !

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Justine Bogue, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

In Horizon Health

“Helping Farmers 
Prosper”

Paris Mill Customer Service   

217-466-7766

www.cargillag.comNo matter what grain you grow, no 

matter where you grow it, we offer 

solutions to meet the needs of grain 

producers around the world.
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Have a Safe 
Harvest,

BY GORDON SPEIRS
Greenleaf, Wis.

This is not meant to be a complaint, but a 
reflection of the reality facing our dairy sector. 
“We” means all of us. 

A recent rainfall felt like the 
final dagger in the heart during 
a very difficult year. 

This all started 13 months 
ago when it began raining in 
early September and was wet 
throughout the fall. We did not 
finish our field work properly 
before freeze-up and did not 
get the manure pits emptied.

This carried into a wet 
spring. We first realized that 
much of the alfalfa hay crops 

did not survive the winter. Normally, we plant 
new alfalfa before May 1. But it was still too wet 
and we could not get into the fields. 

There was a small window to plant corn 
around May 22, then the rains came again. Most 
of the corn was finally planted by June 12 into 
less than ideal conditions. Some of the poorer 

fields had another chance around June 22. 
So, by May 23 we knew this was going to be a 
delayed harvest. 

Normally we take four cuttings of hay. This 
year, the first three were challenged by wet fields 
that kept us from using equipment that would 
create ruts. We did not want to harm the acres 
that survived the winter. The fourth cut, which 
was due to be harvested on Sept. 10, is still in the 
field. We are waiting for a killing frost to allow us 
to harvest the crop, but we still aren’t sure if the 
ground will be hard enough. 

All of this comes with added costs. 
•Finances: Normally we need a silage 

chopper with four trucks to make one chopping 
team. Because of the soaked fields, we now 
need to add three tractors and dump carts at 
$130 per hour each. We also need a skid-steer 
to clean roads and we’ll need the dump carts 
to come onto the town roads to dump into the 
semi-trailers.

•People: We recently added four people 
for a chopping team. Employees are hard to 
find because the hours are long and the job is 
frustrating.

GORDON
SPIERS
GUEST 
COLUMN

The costs of a wet year become apparent
•Productivity: Using dump carts, we can 

come close to normal production in harvest, 
until things start getting stuck in the mud. When 
the chopper gets stuck, our efficiency goes to 
zero.

•Days to freeze-up: In a normal year, silage 
harvest is complete around Oct. 1. This year we 
started Oct 10. As a dairy industry, we need to 
get the crop in, then return the manure to the 
fields. This window is now only half as long as 
last year, yet we have more challenging condi-
tions.

•The fields: Compaction and damage that the 
harvest will cause to the soil structure will not 
be fixed in one year. We’ll see decreased yields in 
the coming years, for sure.

•The community: Roads will be muddy and 
blocked at times as we work to accomplish the 
harvest.

•Emotions: Until this is done, it will be really 
hard to have a good day. Each day seems like a 
battle. This will be reflected in how we relate to 
our families, workers, service providers, equip-

ment dealers, fellow farmers and others. We will 
all try to have a good attitude, but the fun left 
this year a long time ago.

•Finances, again: After what has been a strug-
gling agricultural economy for four years, we 
finally are seeing some price relief in the dairy 
sector, but it feels like we will be giving all of 
our profits back again this year due to the added 
costs and reduced yields. 

As we look ahead, we have six weeks in which 
to complete eight weeks of work before freeze-
up. I ask our neighbors and others to be patient 
and understanding when your vehicles get 
muddy or you get delayed in your travel.  

Please also remember that this is where your 
food comes from. The next time you order a 
pizza, realize that this is the effort that was made 
so there could be cheese on it. 

Like we in agriculture do every day, I am 
heading out this morning with an attitude to be 
victorious in the conditions that are presented. 

Should you have time, say a little prayer for 
the ag community. It can’t hurt. 

THAT’S THE POWER OF

BRINGING 
EDGAR COUNTY 

TOGETHER … 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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WISHING OUR FARMERS A BOUNTIFUL HARVEST
BANKPROSPECT.COM

Have a great Harvest
Edgar County Retail Meat 

Custom
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Your Grilling 
Headquarters!

email : info@robinsonaccounting.comweb: www.robinsonaccounting.com

318 E. Jasper St.   •   P.O. Box 404
Paris, IL  61944

: 217-463-3000                 : 217-466-4406

         Accounting & Tax Service

Have a safe harvest

McCullochFarms
PARIS, IL

Safe  HARVEST 
    to all
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(217) 948-5739
Kansas/Mays Station

3240 IL Hwy 16 • Kansas, IL  61933

Come see us for all
 your chemical, 

fertilzers & 
Dyna-grow seeds 

NOW!

Dimond Financial Consultants, LLC
208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL 

217-465-8562

bountiful
Have a

• Farm Income Tax Work

• Farm Accounting/
Bookkeeping  Consulting

We offer services 
you can trust

Harvest CUSTOMIZE YOUR FARM COVERAGE
With AgriPlus® from COUNTRY Financial®, you can customise your insurance 
coverage to fit your individual needs, whether you raise hogs or polultry, feed cattle or grow corn, 
soybeans, fruit or vegetables. Your COUNTRY Financial® representative can help you build 
a tangible plan for your operation.

Dan PhippsKatie SchomeyerJim BlueMark Gladding

802 N Main Street • Paris, IL 
217-465-8320 
217-465-1020
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Eli Wiley is not a typical Edgar County farm-
er.

He is small-scale, only five acres for 2019, 
and there wasn’t a corn stalk or soybean pod 
in sight in his field. Wiley’s ag venture south 
of Paris grew industrial hemp and like the big-
scale grain producers, weather wreaked havoc 
on the operation. 

“I had about a 50 to 60 percent loss on 
plants,” said Wiley. “It wasn’t the best year to 
jump into it.”

He propagated thousands of plants from 
seeds in a greenhouse and had to replant his 
field three times because wet weather killed 

the transplants. All of the planting was done 
by hand. The last plants went into the ground 
July 30 and July 31, which left an abbreviated 
growing season. A better growing season has 
the transplanting occurring around June 1. 

Wiley harvested the hemp plants in early 
October and hung them on lines in a barn with 
fans moving air around the plants to hasten the 
drying process. Harvesting was also by hand. 

“It’s just clipping them down with loppers,” 
he said.

The hand labor isn’t over. Once the plants 
have sufficiently dried, Wiley will shuck them 
by hand, meaning he removes the leaves and 
flowers from each stem. The resulting pile of 
harvested material is cleaned for seeds to start 

next year’s crop and the dried leaves and flow-
ers, which is now referred to as biomass, goes to 
a processor for extracting cannabidiol (CBD) 
for use in a variety of products. 

The 2019 hemp harvest was not as good as 
Wiley wanted, but it wasn’t a total bust either. 
Grain is measured in bushels per acre but hemp 
farmers gauge success by the pounds per acre, 
and Wiley said a good harvest is 1,000 pounds 
per acre. The dried biomass currently sells for 
$10 per pound. 

Hemp farming was not a give it a try thing 
and see if it works out for Wiley. He spent the 
last five years working in the hemp industry 
near Longmont, Colo. He started as a laborer 
on an 800-acre hemp field and later moved into 

a foreman’s position. He also worked in a pro-
cessing plant and learned how to convert the 
biomass into CBD.

Wiley hopes to earn enough money from his 
first crop to buy a planter and get more ground 
into production next year.

Working on the hemp farm not only opened 
Wiley’s eyes to the potential of this still devel-
oping market, but his parents were cautiously 
intrigued. His father and stepmother visited 
him in Colorado at the time of Northern Col-
orado Hemp Convention and attended the 
convention. Even though his father was laid off, 
the couple was still not as enthusiastic about 
hemp’s future as young Wiley.

First-time farmer faces tough year
Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Eli Wiley checks the drying progress of his first hemp harvest in Edgar County. Like grain farmers, Wiley faced a challenging weather year to get his first crop planted and yield was not what he wanted but 
good enough to do it again in 2020. “I never thought I would be a farmer,” said Wiley. “I respect ag, but it was not where I saw my future. I’m super glad how it played out.”

See HEMP, Page 11C



That reticence was mostly based on limited 
opportunity since hemp was still considered a 
scheduled drug like marijuana. Technically, both 
hemp and marijuana are the same cannabis sati-
va plant, but hemp only has .3 percent THC and 
marijuana can have a THC concentration of 5 
to 20 percent. THC is a psychoactive substance 
with a mind altering capability. Hemp does not 
get one high.

When the 2018 Farm Bill removed hemp 
from the federal scheduled drug list Wiley’s 
parents encouraged him to return to Paris and 
use some of their ground to farm hemp. It is a 
family effort. The $300 annual permit to grow 
hemp is in his stepmother’s name, and Wiley 
owns the processing permit for when they are 
ready to make their own CBD for use in com-
mercial products.

A zealous promoter of hemp, Wiley believes 
this plant has so many untapped uses it can 
become a major agricultural crop to provide 
farmers a new cash stream beyond corn and 
soybeans. He also sees hemp use as a way of 
pushing society into a more sustainable and 
environmentally friendly way of living.

The first goal is to continue developing the 
market for using CBD products. Wiley said 

people are amazed about how much better 
they feel when they use CBD. He claims all 
mammals need cannabinoids to maintain 
health, and the concerted effort starting in 
the last half of the 20th century to eradicate 
marijuana also included wild growing hemp 
in pastures. As a result, animals were no longer 
grazing on hemp and humans were not getting 
the benefit of consuming meat from animals 
that fed on hemp.

“Our endocannabinoid system hasn’t been 
fed,” said Wiley.

According to the National Center for Bio-
technology Information, a branch of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, recent research has 
confirmed endocannabinoid receptors exist 
throughout the human body, rather than just 
the brain. The presences of such receptors 
means CBD may be useful for treating a wide 
variety of medical conditions from Hunting-
ton’s disease to glaucoma and many more in-
cluding but not limited to neuropathy, stroke, 
hypertension and some cancers.

Hemp seeds are highly nutritious and Wiley 
said hemp based drinks and foods are being 
marketed in Europe.

Stalks left over from harvest yield fibers that 
can be woven into cloth and Wiley said this in-
trigues his stepmother.

“She has always worked in plastics and 
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HEMP
FROM PAGE 10C

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
The end product of Eli Wiley’s first hemp harvest is a biomass of leaves and flowers pulled from the 
dried plant. The biomass is currently selling for approximately $10 a pound to processors who ex-
tract cannabidiol (CBD) for use in a variety of products. As his hemp operation expands, Wiley plans 
to do his own CBD extraction and use the left over stems and stalks for making fiber or making 
hempcrete, which is gaining traction with green builders for its insulation and fire proof qualities.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Hemp plants drying under blowing fans in a barn represent new farmer Eli Wiley’s first crop. Hemp is 
legal to grow because the 2018 farm bill removed hemp from the federal scheduled drug list, but it’s 
cultivation does require a state permit. A cannabis sativa plant, like marijuana, hemp has no more 
than .3 percent THC and cannot produce a high like marijuana.   

Special to The Prairie Press
Hemp seedlings grow in a temporary greenhouse 
on the hemp operation new farmer Eli Wiley is 
starting south of Paris. Just as the wet spring 
was a burden for grain farmers, Wiley had to 
replant his five-acre plot by hand three different 
times. He estimates inclement weather was 
responsible for a loss of between 50 and 60 
percent of his plants this first year.

wants to see if she can make a hemp straw to 
replace plastic straws, which are not good for 
the environment,” he said.

Another use for the stalks that Wiley be-
lieves has potential is hempcrete – a construc-
tion material made of hemp, lime and water. 
Some construction websites promoting hemp-
crete stress it is not a load bearing material like 
concrete but it does provide good insulating 
and fire protection when used as fill between 
internal framing systems.

An archaeology site in France uncovered 
evidence of hempcrete being used as part of a 
14th century bridge abutment.

Wiley mentioned an individual involved 
with the hemp network is attempting to grow 
hemp on a million acres in Egypt.

“The whole idea is to get away from plastic 
and oil and try to create a renewable city of 
hempcrete,” said Wiley.

Despite a disappointing first harvest, Wiley 
remains optimistic for next year. 

“The biggest lesson I’ve learned is to be pre-
pared and understand it won’t be perfect,” said 
Wiley “Hempin’ ain’t easy.”
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The Edgar County Community Foundation 
For Good, Forever, For Edgar County 

Contact the  Prospect Bank & Trust Trust Department 
or  

Warren Sperry, Development Manager 

Celebrating your Bountiful Harvest

Support Our ‘Forever Fund’ 
Through the Grain For Good Works program, the gift of a portion of 
this year’s harvest can be directed to the new endowment fund of 
the Foundation offering a permanent recognition of your gift. 

Continuing your generosity, the many positive programs in our 
county will grow from the seeds of your efforts. For additional 
information or donation forms, go to our web site, 
www.edgarcountyfoundation.org, or contact your grain storage or 
sales location.

The Edgar County Community Foundation 
For Good, Forever, For Edgar County 

Contact the  Prospect Bank & Trust Trust Department 
or  

Warren Sperry, Development Manager 

Celebrating your Bountiful Harvest

Support Our ‘Forever Fund’ 
Through the Grain For Good Works program, the gift of a portion of 
this year’s harvest can be directed to the new endowment fund of 
the Foundation offering a permanent recognition of your gift. 

Continuing your generosity, the many positive programs in our 
county will grow from the seeds of your efforts. For additional 
information or donation forms, go to our web site, 
www.edgarcountyfoundation.org, or contact your grain storage or 
sales location.

Donors can give now to ECCF with their credit card. 
Visit edgarcountyfoundation.org and click the “Donate Now” button 

in the top right corner. There, you can read about the different 
opportunities through the foundation you can help Edgar County. 

At the bottom of that document, is a “Donate” button. From there you 
can donate to ECCF by bank account or credit card.

The Edgar County Community Foundation 
For Good, Forever, For Edgar County 

Contact the  Prospect Bank & Trust Trust Department 
or  

Warren Sperry, Development Manager 

Celebrating your Bountiful Harvest

Support Our ‘Forever Fund’ 
Through the Grain For Good Works program, the gift of a portion of 
this year’s harvest can be directed to the new endowment fund of 
the Foundation offering a permanent recognition of your gift. 

Continuing your generosity, the many positive programs in our 
county will grow from the seeds of your efforts. For additional 
information or donation forms, go to our web site, 
www.edgarcountyfoundation.org, or contact your grain storage or 
sales location.

PARIS, IL  •  217-465-5041 
www.DimondBros.com

On a farm, you  
don’t work 9 to 5. 

Neither do we. 
Let a local independent agent help you  
cover all you’ve worked so hard to build.
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BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
Pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

As technology in the 21st century continues 
to makes leaps and bounds in all areas of life, 
the equipment humans use to complete every-
day tasks is consistently becoming more and 
more advanced. Machinery is getting bigger 
than ever or smaller than ever and items are be-
ing controlled remotely. The realm of farming 
equipment is no exception to this constant-
ly growing field, and retailers from across the 
United States were on hand at the 2019 Farm 
Progress show in Decatur to showcase new de-
velopments.

Of those that made the trip to the Progress 
show, none were shaping the landscape of ag-
riculture quite like SmartAg. Co-founded in 
2016 by Colin Hurd and Mark Barglof, Smart-
Ag uses remote control technology to operate 
grain bins and other farming equipment with-
out a person physically present at the site or in 
the tractor cabin. The unmanned system was 
demonstrated in the field area of the show. 

“Recently, there have been growing prob-
lems with labor scarcity and issues with large 

equipment,” Hurd said. “We reached a point 
where we decided that we need to solve this 
problem and this technology is the best way to 
do that.” 

Automated technology has increasingly 
crept into the automotive industry, but Hurd is 
hoping to revolutionize agricultural in a simi-
lar way in the near future. The technology that 
SmartAg will be providing is designed primar-
ily for grain bins, effectively cutting the labor 
needed on equipment for harvest in half. 

SmartAg is based out of Aimes, Iowa, and is 
doing final testing this fall. The company hopes 
to have products commercially available to the 
public as soon as 2020. 

Another innovation pushing its way onto the 
agricultural scene is the development of track 
systems for farm equipment. Case IH has been a 
frontrunner in tractor technology over the past 
35 years and has recently developed Quadtrac 
and Rowtrac to replace physical wheels on ma-
chinery. The development allows for less com-
paction in the fields with more power behind 
the tracks. Bill Weber, the marketing manager 
for Case IH, believes the advances in technolo-

Innovations change farming landscape

Jeremy Patterson/ The Prairie Press

Several new tractor features were on display at the 2019 Farm Progress show. Here a Case IH 
combine, sporting a new track-system in lieu of wheels, sits next to a traditionally configured John 
Deere tractor.

Jeremy Patterson/The Prairie Press

This Case-IH tractor displayed at the Farm Progress Show is equipped with the largest agricultural 
tires available, the Titan-Goodyear 1400 30R46. The tire is capable of bearing loads up to 32,000 
pounds and the manufacturer claims produces less compaction than dual tire configurations used 
on large 4-wheel drive tractors.

gy will allow farmers to make the most of field 
time throughout the year. 

“The window that we had this past spring 
was more narrow than normal so being able to 
go out and do the work effectively and optimal-
ly is important,” Weber said. “Our engine tech-
nology (at Case IH) allows larger planters to go 
out faster and the tires or tracks, which allow 
farmers to get into the fields earlier, could be 
the difference between getting the work done 
or not and that showed this past spring.” 

Further advances in tires were on display 

at the Progress show, with the world’s largest 
agricultural tire, the Titan-Goodyear 1400 
30R46, being demonstrated in the fields. The 
tire allows a maximum load of 32,000 pounds 
and was a highlight of the field demonstra-
tions. 

With so many advances occurring in recent 
years, the field of agriculture and the way the 
world operates in farming is bound to contin-
ue to grow. The current pattern for farming will 
continue to bend and change, rendering a bet-
ter world for farmers. 

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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MEMBER FDIC

Harvest 
Have a 
Great Personal Banking 

  Online Banking

Mobile Banking 

Investment Services

Loans & Mortgages    

www.longviewbt.com

Chrisman
 202 W. Madison 

Chrisman, IL 61924
(217)269-2339

Paris
600 E. Jasper Street

Paris, IL 61944 
(217)465-6360

Georgetown 
111 South Main Street
Georgetown, IL 61846  

(217)662-2166

Danville
110 N. North Street
Danville IL 61832
 (217)-443-5315

Marshall
1209 N. Michigan St.

Marshall, IL 62441
 (217)-465-6360

A Farm
is more 

than land 
and crops.

It is a 
family’s

HERITAGE 
& FUTURE

Mary Lou, Mary Liz, Terri, Bruce, Rick, 
Tracy, Carol, Dale, Diane, Mark, Shannon, 

Brad, Kyle, and Justin

Edgar County Fair Board of Directors

(217) 948-5739

Leading supplier of 
fertilizers, seed and crop 

protection products

217-887-2376
22437 N. 1050th St. • Metcalf, IL 61940
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FirstNeighbor.comFirstNeighbor.com

PARIS
15321 U.S. Highway 150

217-463-1111

FIRST NEIGHBOR BANK, N.A.FIRST NEIGHBOR BANK, N.A.

Reach your goals with
the perfect operating
line of credit and
winning great rate!

Reach your goals with
the perfect operating
line of credit and
winning great rate!

Reach your goals with
the perfect operating
line of credit and
winning great rate!

NEWMAN
511 South Broadway

217-837-2491

HARD GROWING SEASON IS PAYING OFF

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Steve Sheehan unloads 1,000 bushels of corn from an auger cart into a semi-trailer.

BARRETT BROS.
Independent Pioneer Sales Representative

Malfunction Junction
217-269-3142

15155 E. 1700th Rd, Chrisman, IL 61924

Have a 

Safe & Bountiful
       Harvest
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Chrisman Farm Center in new hands
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Local agriculture is still a 
realm where a handshake means something.

That philosophy defines how the Chrisman 
Farm Center does business – whether it is sell-
ing a new Massey-Ferguson tractor to a farmer 
or a Gravely lawn mower to a town dweller.

“We want to be good stewards of what John 
built and keep it going,” said current manag-
er/owner Josh Staley, who with his father and 
stepmother bought the Chrisman Farm Center 
from long-time owner John Craig. 

Staley said Craig’s customer first attitude is 
what kept the Farm Center in business as the 
last farm implement dealer in Edgar County. It 
is something he seeks to emulate.

“The sale is not where it ends – it’s where it 
starts,” said Staley. 

The business’ customer base is Edgar Coun-
ty, the surrounding Illinois counties and an 
equally sized area of Indiana, but there are also 
customers from other areas wanting to buy 
equipment.

“We may want to make a sale but if it is too 
far away for us to service it, that is a concern we 
have to talk to the customer about,” Staley said, 
adding that is not an issue for some customers 
but others appreciate the honesty.

Staley, of Paris, grew up on the family farm 
and worked on the farm for a time. He also 
served in the military and was working as an 
industrial carpenter when Craig, who was 
nearing retirement, approached Staley’s father 
about buying the business.

The Staleys were long-time customers of the 
Chrisman Farm Center, but that was not always 
the case.  The switch came after the Staleys’ reg-
ular implement dealer was unable to help them 
with a repair in a timely manner and they called 
Craig to see if there was anything he could do.

“John had us going in a day,” said Staley, and 
the family became faithful customers after that.

It was not a snap decision to buy the business 
from Craig. Staley said his father saw the oppor-
tunity but had his hands full running a farm and 
a full-time business in Terre Haute. His father 
invited him into the deal and young Staley and 
his wife saw a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
enter business before them. 

There was of course a period of vetting by 
and meeting with AGCO excutives, the par-
ent company of Massey-Ferguson. Staley said 
AGCO wanted to make sure the proposed 
new owners were a good fit for one the largest 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Massey-Ferguson tractors come in all size at the Chrisman Farm Center, and owner/manager Josh Staley considers all sales as equally important for 
the last farm implement dealership in Edgar County.See STALEY, Page 17C
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STALEY
FROM PAGE 16C

Massey-Ferguson dealerships in the country.
With everything approved, the transition 

started in August 2018 and was completed a 
year later.

Staley said getting into the farm implement 
business initially seemed a leap of faith but 
not so much after having time to reflect on it.

“Essentially, it was continuing an estab-
lished business,” said Staley. “John stepped 

down, and we stepped up.”
He quickly credited the long-term staff 

that stayed on with making the transition go 
as smoothly as it did. Everyone employed by 
Craig kept their jobs and the Staley’s have 
added a new mechanic and more sales peo-
ple. 

“There are customers in this area not being 
served,” said Staley. “We can try to attract that 
growth within the market share.”

He noted the Chrisman Farm Center has 
adapted and will continue to adapt as agricul-

MCCULLOCHS COMBINE FORCES IN FIELD

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Jim and Kay McCulloch complete another round in the combine while picking corn in Buck Township.

GOOD CONDITIONS EXPEDITE HARVEST

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A column of flowing corn drops into a waiting semi-trailer. After a miserable planting season, 
Edgar County farmers have experienced nearly ideal harvesting weather.

ture changes.
“A guy farming 30 years ago might have 

needed two or three tractors, now he may 
need only one,” said Staley, adding the un-
mistakable change in agriculture is how much 
larger the equipment has become in recent 
years.

He doesn’t know if there is a limit to how 
big the equipment can get as that is an issue 
for the engineers designing the next genera-
tion of tractors, combines and tilling equip-
ment. A constant is that customers want big-

ger equipment.   
“Our job is to learn the ins and out and how 

to repair it,” Staley said.
Every customer is important to Staley – 

whether it is somebody buying a huge com-
bine for a mega-farm operation or a small 
tractor for use on a few mixed acres of pasture 
and woods.

“It’s fun,” Staley said about the work. “I 
meet lots of really good people, and it feels 
good to get people what they need and to take 
care of them.”

ADVERTISING:
The engine

of this free
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First Mid is the third largest 
Ag Lender in Illinois.
We manage more than $350 million in farm loans, which means 
we understand the industry.  So when extending lines of credit,  
we don’t just look at your asset values, we also assess your 
earnings potential.

We can help you with:
• Operating Loans - for fertilizer, seed, chemicals, livestock, etc.

• Intermediate Term Loans - for farm machinery, livestock 
facilities, equipment, grain bins, machine sheds, field tile, etc.

• Real Estate Loans

First Mid manages more farmland 
than any other firm in Illinois.
Our size and long-time service represent many satisfied clients. 
In fact, we have served many of our individual clients and 
families for several generations.

We can help you with:
• Farm Management - we specialize in assisting farmland 

owners attain their goals

• Farmland for Sale/Auction - our brokers assist in selling and 
buying farm properties

• Real Estate Appraisals - completed by our trained staff

To learn more about the different Ag Services offered at First Mid, 
visit us online at www.firstmid.com or stop by a local branch.

101 S. Central Avenue  |  Paris
217-465-6381

REAL ESTATE OFFICE
1515 Charleston Avenue  |  Mattoon

217-258-0498

We understand your business.
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Harvest

Have a 

successful
2019

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

Firmly Planted. Here To Stay.

FFBT.COM
Paris Branch
8964 N Terre Haute Road | (217) 465-7641

Member
FDIC

MK
T-

58
94

H-
A-

A1

edwardjones.com

Working together for 
your financial future

Gregg A Whitkanack, CFP®, CLU®, 
AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

119 East Washington St 
Paris, IL 61944 
217-465-5484

Member SIPC

13217 IL HWY 133
Paris, IL

217-463-1612

      Have a safeHarvest
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©2019 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH, CNH Industrial Capital and Productivity Plus are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to 
CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. CNH Industrial Genuine Parts is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. 
Any trademarks referred to herein, in association with goods and/or services of companies other than CNH Industrial America LLC., are the property of those respective companies. Productivity Plus® is licensed or 
sublicensed to Citi Cards Canada Inc. in Canada.

*Terms and conditions apply. See your participating Case IH dealership, Birkey’s in Oakland. Offers end December 31, 2019. Ask an associate for details.
**Subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply. See your participating Case IH dealership, Birkey’s in Oakland. Offers end December 31, 2019. Ask an associate for details.  
Visit https://Partstore.CaseIH.com/Promotions.html to learn more.

29 E Main St. 
Oakland, IL 61943
(217) 346-2312

Whether your season is finished or still going strong, you need quality parts and 
tools to stay productive. We’ve got you covered. Get exclusive offers and savings 
during our Performance Event – going on now through December 31, 2019.

WE’VE GOT YOUR BACK – 
IN AND OUT OF THE FIELD.

HURRY! OFFERS END DECEMBER 31, 2019.

on a purchase of any combination of genuine Case IH 
lubricants, coolants, filters and Fleetguard® all-makes filters.

Offer valid on qualifying purchases of $750 or more.

$100 REWARD

90-DAY SPECIAL FINANCING**

EARN UP TO A

CARD*
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