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County-wide COVID watch
First local COVID-19 deaths confirmed; Edgar County goes on the IPHD’s warning list
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County was placed 
on the Illinois Public Health 
Department’s warning list 
Friday, Sept. 4, denoting the 
county as a place of increasing 
activity for COVID-19.

Monica Dunn, assistant 
administrator and Infection 
Control Coordinator at the 
Edgar County Public Health 
Department, and Marissa 
Beck, Emergency Prepared-
ness Coordinator and Direc-
tor of Environmental Health 
at the Edgar County Public 
Health Department, ex-
plained two factors placed the 
county on the state’s warning 
list. Edgar County is experi-

encing an increasing number 
of cases, and there is also an 
increase in the percentage of 
positive tests among those be-
ing tested.

According to the IDPH 
website, the warning list is 
meant as an informative tool 
for the public and carries no 
sanctions. The orange status 
on the map serves as a warn-
ing that people should mon-
itor their activities and take 
precautions if living within or 
traveling to counties on the 
warning list. The goal of the 
designation is to help slow the 
spread of the corona virus that 
causes COVID-19.

The Edgar County Pub-
lic Health Department 

(ECPHD) also confirmed 
Thursday, Aug. 3, the first 
COVID-19 deaths in the 
county. One victim was a 
woman in her 80s, and the 
other a woman in her 90s.

“We are experiencing a sig-
nificant rise in Edgar County,” 
said Dunn, adding the public 
should not be complacent in 
assuming the increase is sole-
ly attributed to the outbreak 
at Twin Lakes Nursing and 
Rehab. “We are seeing an in-
crease in community spread.”

Beck said people through-
out Edgar County are testing 
positive now. She acknowl-
edged the IDPH website that 
illustrates cases by ZIP codes 
is a bit inaccurate reflecting 

local conditions, because the 
IDPH does not include a ZIP 
code until at least five cases are 
reported in that area. 

Beck stressed while each 
ZIP code in the county may 
not have five cases yet, people 
throughout the county are 
testing positive.

Shiloh School in Hume an-
nounced Thursday the school 
was closing Friday for deep 
cleaning and sanitation after 
a worker in the kitchen test-
ed positive for COVID-19. 
In-person and remote learn-
ing resumes at Shiloh Tues-
day, Sept. 8, following Mon-
day’s Labor Day holiday. 

Dunn confirmed contact 
tracing of cases shows only 

the Twin Lakes nursing home 
is a place with a concentrated 
outbreak. The other positives 
are a matter of a case here 
and a case there. The health 
department’s contact tracers 
have not discovered a pattern 
that identifies other central lo-
cations like a church, school, 
employer or business where 
people are getting infected.

For epidemiologists, the 
community spread Edgar 
County is experiencing is an 
indication the virus is wide-
spread throughout the com-
munity.

Dunn said an outbreak is 
defined as two or more cases 
within 14 days at one location, 

See COVID-19, Page 10A

BURGINS OPEN TWIN LAKES PET RESORT

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Dee Burgin, left, and his wife, Alli Burgin, celebrate the opening of Twin Lakes Pet Resort. The facility has deluxe 
boarding for dogs and cats, a groomer, a self-service dog wash and doggy daycare. Dee Burgin retired as deputy 
sheriff in May and is excited to begin another venture serving his community’s human and furry residents.

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.com

After more than a year of plan-
ning and hard work, Twin Lakes 
Pet Resort opened its doors to four-
legged patrons on Tuesday, Sept. 1.

The combination grooming, dog-
gy daycare and boarding facility 
is owned and operated by former 
deputy sheriff Dee Burgin and his 
wife, Alli Burgin. The inspiration 
came from the Burgins’ family in 
Texas, who opened their own pet 
resort, and Dee Burgin saw a need 
for something similar in Paris. 

“We thought there was a huge 
need in our area,” Dee Burgin said.

The community seems to agree. 
Pet owners are already drawn to 
the deluxe facilities and affordable 
services. Alli Burgin keeps track of 
booking and said the resort’s Aug. 
31 open house swept in a deluge of 
appointments, especially for dogs in 
need of a trim.

“Grooming’s a big thing,” she ex-
plained.

Twin Lakes Pet Resort offers 

Pet resort opens in Paris

See RESORT, Page 10A

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Jane Smittkamp gives a trim to one of the first customers at Twin Lakes Pet 
Resort. So far, salon appointments are the most popular booking since dogs, 
like their human counterparts, may have felt a little shaggy this year.

Students celebrate art amidst social distancing with #FineArtsFriday
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris schools celebrated 
their first #FineArtsFriday as 
the directors, teachers, admin-
istrators and students seek to 
provide an outlet for the cre-
ative talents of Paris 95, Crest-
wood and Paris High School 
students.

In a meeting Saturday, Aug. 
29, among the directors, ad-
ministrators, teachers, parents 
and longtime supporters of 
the arts in the community, 
the approximately 30 people 
in attendance discussed how 
COVID-19 is forcing every-
one to reinvent how the arts 
are experienced and enjoyed 
by students.

The meeting was arranged 
by Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson, who 
admitted he doesn’t have a 
background in the arts but 
pledged to do whatever he and 
the school district can do to 
support vocal and instrumen-
tal music, drama and visual 

arts in this challenging time.
The idea behind the #Fin-

eArtsFriday, according to 
Mayo Middle School art 
teacher Millie Arp, is for Paris 
area teachers to show the com-
munity how tremendously tal-
ented the students are. 

“You get to see our perfor-
mances, concerts, recitals and 
art shows. Now we would like 
you to see all of the passion 
and effort that goes into these 
endeavors,” Arp said. 

The first session provides a 
glimpse of the makers behind 
the madness — the teachers 
and directors. 

“We love what we do. And 
while this year may look a 
little different, our creative 
spirits are brighter than ever,” 
Arp emphasized. Future #Fin-
eArtsFriday will spotlight art-
ists, performers and fine arts 
classroom activities. 

PHS band director Kevin 
Pruiett, assistant band direc-
tor and choral director Jessica 
Hendrickson and Mayo band 

director Christina Wilkie 
emphasized the difficulty in 
simply rehearsing given the 
restrictions placed upon cho-
ral and instrumental music in 
all schools in Illinois.

Pruiett noted the Beacon 
Brigade is not performing 
this year because all of the 
marching contests were can-
celed due to the pandemic. 
The result was seven or eight 
students dropped out of band 
because the competition is 
where their interests were 
concentrated. 

The only way for the entire 
band to play together is to 
rehearse outside on the high 
school practice field, spaced 
six feet apart. Pruiett said that 
creates a problem because it’s 
difficult for the students to 
hear each other.

PHS drama director Tan-
ner Laughlin noted while he 
is not a classroom teacher, his 
students work to prepare a 
full-length show, “It’s the jour-
ney they remember. It’s those 

weeks of preparation to per-
form. Our students are miss-
ing that.”

Retired band director Joe 
Gill suggested everyone needs 
to rethink music education 
— at least until performance 
and preparation is no longer 
restricted. Gill reminded those 
present of a program Moke 
Owens pioneered at Mayo in 
humanities which provided 
students with an opportunity 
to learn about all facets of the 
arts.

Paris Center of Fine Arts 
(PCOFA) president Steve 
Benefiel said that group — 
which has been forced to 
cancel the first half of the sea-
son because of COVID-19 
restrictions — is planning an 
ongoing arts project featuring 
videos and photos of Edgar 
County residents sharing their 
talents. The project has been 
dubbed Arts in the Interim.

Another idea suggested 
during the meeting was pop-
up art in the classroom. One 

facet of the arts would visit a 
classroom. For instance, Arp 
said, Adam Clawson’s social 
studies classes are presently 
studying American presidents. 
A visit by Arp to that class-
room could provide a short 
lesson on portraiture and al-
low all the students to sketch 
a president. The concept could 
work in any classroom setting, 
she noted.

One of the largest areas of 
concern are beginning fifth 
grade band students, Wilkie 
said. She is seriously ham-
pered by the restrictions on 
teaching these students.

“We spend a lot of time up 
close with each student and 
their mouthpieces. We can’t 
do that,” she said.

Wilkie, Hendrickson and 
Pruiett each agreed the com-
munity is in danger of losing 
a generation of musicians be-
cause of the restrictions.

“Students love to perform 
and right now, it’s just impos-
sible,” Pruiett said.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS — The first order 
of business at the Kansas Village 
Board meeting Wednesday, Sept. 2, 
was seating a new board member.

Dylan Rardin took the oath of 
office after being appointed to fill 
the unexpired term of Diana Acord, 
who resigned her trustee position 
for health reasons.

A large portion of the meeting 
was devoted to ongoing mainte-
nance issues and work that needs 
done. Village employee Jordan 
Richardson reported a problem 
with the water tank overflowing 
appears resolved. He said a backup 
battery for the controls failed and 
once that was replaced the over-
flows ceased.

Richardson also has concerns 
about the status of a different bat-
tery in the master control box for 
the water plant. He estimated $100 
will fix that situation.

Village president Ross Carrell 
and Richardson discussed the need 
to fix the furnace in a village owned 
building that previously served as a 
Horizon Health clinic. 

The furnace is partially disassem-
bled from a previous repair effort 
that was never completed. 

“They (AmerenCIPS) won’t turn 
on the gas to the building until the 
furnace is fixed,” said Richardson.

The trustees instructed Rich-
ardson to contact a heating and air 
conditioning service to schedule 
the repairs. They said some heat 
is needed in the building to avoid 
winter damage.

Street work, drainage issues and 
mosquito abatement along with op-
erating the water system is keeping 
the village employees busy. Rich-
ardson said among the projects on 
his to do list is painting curbs, say-
ing some of them are looking rough.

Trustee Ron Baker agreed the 
employees have a full plate but 
maintenance work is needed in 

Kansas gets 
new trustee

See KANSAS, Page 10A
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

83   58
Prec: 0%

84   66
Prec: 0%

87   67
Prec: 0%

85   63
Prec: 40%

77   57
Prec: 30%

71   52
Prec: 30%

73   53
Prec: 0%

TODAY — A great start to the holiday 
weekend! Sunny and seasonable with highs 
in the lower 80s.

SUNDAY — Highs top out in the mid 80s 
under partly sunny skies.

MONDAY — Mostly sunny and warmer with 
highs in the upper 80s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:23 a.m. 7:15 p.m. 9:13 p.m. 9:27 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:24 a.m. 7:13 p.m. 11:40 p.m. 10:25 a.m.

MONDAY 6:25 a.m. 7:11 p.m. 10:06 p.m. 11:23 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:26 a.m. 7:10 p.m. 10:37 p.m. 12:23 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:27 a.m. 7:08 p.m. 11:13 p.m. 1:23 p.m.

THURSDAY 6:28 a.m. 7:07 p.m. 11:56 p.m. 2:22 p.m.

FRIDAY 6:29 a.m. 7:05 p.m. -- 3:20 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .82°/60°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105° in 1954
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44° in 1928

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.12”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.60”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37.25”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.58”

NORMAL:    High: 82   Low: 60     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU

Weather Wizard
@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.
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are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
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420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to residents in and around 
Edgar County, Clark County, 
Douglas County, Vermilion 
County and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2020 by Prairie Bea-
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Reproduction in whole or in 
part without written permis-
sion is prohibited. 
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Ameren Transmission's Sugar Creek-Kansas Project team is 
currently setting steel monopole structures and pulling wire 
along the project route in Edgar County and Clark Counties 

through the fall of 2020.

If you have any questions or concerns about our construction 
or project, please contact us at 918-814-6621. Thank you 

for your cooperation as our crews complete this important 
project to improve energy reliability and provide greater 

access to renewable energy for Illinois communities. 
For more information on project visit 

www.ameren.com/illinois-rivers-project.

HEALTH CLINICS CLOSE 
Horizon Health clinics in Paris, 
Chrisman, Oakland and the 
NAL Health Clinic will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 7, in observance 
of Labor Day. The outpatient lab 
at Paris Community Hospital 
will also be closed Labor Day. All 
locations will resume normal busi-
ness hours Tuesday, Sept. 8. The 
holiday closing does not apply to 
the EZ Care walk-in clinics in Paris 
and Marshall. Both walk-in clinics 
will be open 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Sept. 7.    

LIVESTREAM TAIZÉ SERVICE
The Sisters of Providence at St. 
Mary of the Woods are providing 
a livestream Taizé Prayer service 
7-8 p.m. EDT Tuesday, Sept. 8. 
The service welcomes people 

of all faith traditions for song, 
quiet contemplation and inspired 
readings. The prayer is quiet and 
reflective, peaceful and joyful. 
Join the livestream at https://
spsmw.org/visit/taize/?utm_
source=shortlink&utm_medi-
um=print&utm_campaign=taize.
sistersofprovidence.org or on Face-
book at https://www.facebook.
com/groups/519759528586722/.

FARMERS MARKET
The Chrisman FFA Chapter’s 
Farmers Market is returning to the 
community every Friday 4-6 p.m. 
from June 26 through Sept. 11. 
The location is on the east side of 
the city square.

HCE: STAYING COVID SAFE
The Edgar County Association for 

Home and Community Educa-
tion is hosting “Staying Safe 
During COVID-19” 6 p.m. Sept. 
15 at the 4-H Fairgrounds. The 
program features information 
on the various types of masks 
and possible ways to avoid 
getting sick. All are welcome 
to attend and a light meal 
accompanies the program. 
Registration starts at 5:30 
p.m.

RIGHT TO LIFE WORKSHOP
Right to Life Edgar County 
is hosting a pro-life work-
shop featuring speaker 
Mike Spencer 9 a.m.-noon 
Oct. 3 at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall. Spencer will 
address issues of philosophy 
and the science of human 
embryology. The workshop 
designed for teenagers and 
adults is free to attend but 
advance registration at www.
ichooselife.org/LDParis is re-
quired. Registration can also 
be accomplished by calling 
217-264-5342.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The popularity of the un-
official July 4 parade in Paris 
has prompted organizers Phil 
Bouslog, and his friends, to 
do it again for Labor Day.

“I can’t close any roads,” 
Bouslog said, noting the pa-
rade is not sanctioned by 
either the city or the Illinois 
Department of Transporta-
tion. He stressed how import-
ant it is for parade participants 
to obey all traffic laws, includ-
ing stop signs, stop lights and 
yielding right of way as re-
quired to other vehicles.

He added approximately 

16 vehicles were in the unoffi-
cial 4th and everybody had so 
much fun they want to parade 
again. He anticipates the un-
official Labor Day parade will 
have as many, and possibly 
more, entries than the Inde-
pendence Day event.

The Labor Day Parade is 
just for fun and is open to trac-
tors, cars and trucks. There is 
no entry fee, but every vehicle 
in the parade is required to 
have an American flag.

“The more the merrier. 
Whatever they want to bring,” 
said Bouslog.

He estimates it will take 
drivers approximately 90 

minutes to complete the pa-
rade route. 

Driver’s wanting to parade 
their favorite vehicles are to 
meet at 10:30 a.m. Monday, 
Sept. 7, at the home of Dallas 
Johnson on state Route 133 
near the highway’s intersec-
tion with Grandview Street. 
The parade starts when the 
vehicles are organized and 
lined up.

The parade route is east 
on state Route 133, turn left 
on Jefferson Avenue, right 
on Maple Avenue, left on 
Cherry Point Road, right 
on Blackburn Street, left on 
Main Street, left into the West 

Lake Park, drive the park loop 
road, exit the park with a right 
turn onto Main Street, left on 
Steidl, right on High Street, 
left on Union Street, left on 
Clinton Road, right on Allen-
wood Drive, right on Wood 
Street, left on High Street 
again, a final right turn onto 
Jasper and back to the starting 
point at Johnson’s home. 

Participants will disperse at 
the starting point for any oth-
er Labor Day activities each 
person may have scheduled. 
No events are planned after 
the parade for the drivers. 

Questions may be directed 
to Bouslog at 217-269-2617.

Unofficial Labor Day Parade planned

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Clark-Edgar Rural Wa-
ter District has lifted the boil 
order that was in place for 
these locations: all of Embar-
rass, Kansas and Buck town-
ships, including the village of 
Redmon in Buck Township. 

These areas in Grandview 
Township are no longer under 
the boil order: 625th Street, 
600th Street, Coach Road, 
300th Road and 450th Street 
south to the CERWD tower 
at Christenson Farms. This 
includes the communities of 
Grandview and Dudley.

Clark-
Edgar 
boil order 
is lifted

The story about area families 
homesteading in the Aug. 
29 issue of The Prairie Press 
contained an error. One of the 
pioneers was identified as Mary 
North. Her first name was May, 
not Mary.
The story about the success 
of the Summer Meals for Kids 
program also contained an error. 
Carla Fancher was misidentified 
as Carla Reed.

CORRECTION

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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327 N. Central St.  217-466-5511
Parts, Sales & Service

Authorized dealer for 

Gravely Mowers

A Directory of area Businesses

At Your Service

KITCHENS, BATHS & MORE

(765) 832-6003
120 S. Washington St. • Clinton, IN

Take advantage of our FREE estimates and 
design service, sales and installation when 
you purchase everything from hardwoods 

to cabinets. No hidden fees!

KBMKBM

Proudly serving Paris, Clinton, 
Rockville and the entire 

Wabash Valley

(765) 832-7654
362 E. 4th St.  Clinton, IN 47842

If you’re looking for 
quick oil change 
come in anytime 
and jump in line.

(217) 712-2793   
1708 S. Main, Paris

We work on all 
Makes and Models
Domestic • European • Japanese • German

We sell and install carpet, vinyl, 
hardwood/laminate floors and vinyl tile. 
CARPET CLEANING NOW AVAILABLE

Call for an appointment
(217) 948-5555

750 West Illinois Rt. 16 • Kansas, IL

Gopher Gopher 
ExcavatingExcavating

(217) 463-1083
15624 US HWY 150 • Paris, IL

Site work, foundations, footings, 
grade work, drainage, tiling, 

demolition

Better skin, Better hair. Better water from Culligan
•Free Water Analysis
•Softeners, Filters &
•Drinking Water Systems
•Bottled Water Delivery
•Reverse Osmosis Systems

•Bacteria Reduction
•Salt Delivery Available
•Financing Available
•Commercial-Industrial
   Factory Trained 
•Installation & ServiceSales - Service - Rentals

1-800-252-2089
www.culligan.com

914 18th St.
Charleston, IL

Local and regional transportation 
access in Paris, Marshall, Mattoon 

Champaign, and beyond!
Saturday service available around 

Edgar & Clark Co.
CALL US TODAY AT 

844-718-1882 to schedule your ride

5251 N Terre Haute Rd • Paris, IL

Hoof & Paw 
Boarding

Pet Boarding and Grooming
Family Owned and Operated Since 2000

Boarding
Cindy - 217-466-5488

Grooming
Andrea - 217-254-1663

217-465-4733
www.parkwaycomputers.com

parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

Parkway ComputersParkway Computers
804 Grandview St. Paris, IL 61944

Suite#1
Custom Built Computers
Internet Service Available
Quality Sales & Service

NEW LOCATION!

3203 S 7th St  
Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364
wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com

wabashvalleyarmory.org

Landscapes, Hardscapes, 
Trimming, & more!

Brandon Brinkley  217-251-4065
21914 N 1300th St. • Chrisman, IL
outdoorbrothers2014@gmail.com

2120 S. Main St. • Paris, IL

POOLS & SPASIntegrityIntegrity
•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals

•  Sales  •  Service  •  Spa Chemicals  
•  Computerized Water Analysis

(217) 465-8484
www.d-isupply.com 

WHITE SHEET METAL
 HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

217-465-3195
Serving the Paris area

 for all your HVAC needs, 
from new installation to 
repair on most makes 

and models.
Your Hometown Boys for over 50 years!

602 N. High Street 
in Paris

Closed Monday
Open Tues-Friday 7am-4pm

217-463-5035

McHenry’s 
BARBER SHOP

 

Located at 1201 US HWY 40 
in West Terre Haute

      Open Monday-Friday 
8am-4:30pm EST

 WE NOW BUY CONVERTERS    

Sugar Creek
  Scrap, INC. 812-533-2147

Aluminum • Brass • Copper 
• Steel • Tin • E-Scrap

1600 S Main St, Paris, IL

Paris Branch
8964 N Terre Haute Rd • (217) 465-7641

FFBT.com

Todd’s Tree Service
Todd Creech, Owner/Operator

217-251-3456
Paris, Il

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

• Tree Trimming with 
cleanup or without
• Tree Removal with 
clean up or without
• Stump Grinding

A&R Service
“Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”

PARIS, ILLINOIS
Full service contractor, 

electrical, plumbing repairs, 
security cams, computers, 

Wi-Fi help upgrades.
32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 

5251 N Terre Haute Rd • Paris, IL

Hoof & Paw 
Boarding

Pet Boarding and Grooming
Family Owned and Operated Since 2000

Boarding
Cindy - 217-466-5488

Grooming
Andrea - 217-254-1663

For more information about

At Your Service
A Directory of area Businesses

Contact Cliff Macke at 
217-712-0427 or

cliff@prairiepress.net

101 N. Central Ave.

Dimond Financial, LLC
208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL   

217-465-8562
Ben Lueken, Managing Member

A variety of business and
 financial services all under 

one roof, including:
• Tax Services • Bookkeeping • Payroll •

Accounts Receivable & Accounts Payable
Management • Trust and Estate Services

• Business Set Up • Business Consulting Services

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A trip to Edgar County did 
not end well for a Universal, 
Ind., couple.

Scottie Warren was taken 
to Carle Hospital, Urbana, 
with stab wounds, and his 
paramour Kari Schoonover 
went into the Edgar County 
Jail.

“It was a rolling domestic,” 
said Derek Weston, Chief 
Deputy at the Edgar County 
Sheriff ’s Department. “They 
were both in the vehicle. She 
was driving, and he was the 
passenger.”

Weston said at approxi-
mately 9:27 p.m. Friday, Aug. 
28, Warren placed a 911 call 
seeking help for his injuries. 
At that time, he gave his loca-
tion as state Route 1 between 
Chrisman and Paris.

“We lost contact with 

them after the first call,” said 
Weston, adding dispatch 
re-established contact just as 
the vehicle was approaching 
Paris from the north.

The sheriff ’s department 
requested assistance from 
the Paris Police Department 
because the only deputy avail-
able at the time was on the 
west side of the county, near 
Kansas. 

Weston said Paris police 
officers located the vehicle 
on Jasper Street, and the male 
victim had his arms out of the 
window trying to attract their 
attention. The suspect vehicle 
pulled into the Domino’s Piz-
za parking lot for the traffic 
stop.

Here is what investigators 
pieced together from War-
ren’s and Schoonover’s state-
ments. The couple had been 
fighting most of the day. 

Schoonover told local au-
thorities Warren battered her 
earlier that day at home, but 
no such incident was reported 
to Indiana law enforcement. 
She also stated she was being 
battered in the car.

“The deputy saw no evi-
dence to support that claim,” 
said Weston. “There was no 
bruising or other marks on 
her.”

Warren, however, was in-
jured with four stab wounds. 
The injuries occurred to his 
left upper leg, abdomen and 
right hand. 

Weston described the knife 
recovered at the scene as a 
folding, lock-back knife with a 
three-inch blade. 

It was not immediately 
clear why the dispute escalat-
ed to violence.

“He had been drinking ear-
lier in the day,” said Weston. 

“They were arguing over a 
stack of unpaid bills. That’s 
how it began.”

The chief deputy con-
firmed Warren was trans-
ported to Carle Hospital for 
treatment of his injuries and 
released from the hospital 
sometime Saturday, Aug. 29. 
Schoonover was arrested and 
charged with a felony aggra-
vated domestic battery. She 
was taken to the Edgar Coun-
ty Jail and remained there 
until paying $2,500 for bond 
Monday, Aug. 31. 

“A four-year-old girl in the 
car was placed in the care of 
DCFS,” said Weston. 

Even though the traffic stop 
and arrest occurred in Paris, 
the case is being handled by 
the sheriff ’s department.

“We believe the incident 
occurred outside the city lim-
its,” said Weston.

Domestic disturbance hospitalizes one, puts one in jail

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Center of Fine 
Arts governing board is 
launching a new project 
Arts in the Interim, accord-
ing to PCOFA president 
Steve Benefiel.

The project is open to 
all Edgar County residents, 
Benefiel said, providing an 
opportunity for all ages to 
showcase their talent.

COVID-19 forced the 
cancellation of the first half 
of the PCOFA’s 2020-2021 
season, Benefiel said. The 
project will provide snip-

pets — no longer than two 
minutes — of pictures and 
video performances of county 
artists.

“The idea is that the arts are 
something we can share with 
each other,” Benefiel noted. 
There is no age limit — young 
or old — to submit their work, 
he said. “It may be someone 
sharing completing a paint-
ing or learning a new dance or 
dance step or singing,” he said. 

Visual arts covers a wide va-
riety of areas including photog-
raphy, video, quilting, embroi-
dery, painting and cross stitch.

The videos or slide shows 
should be submitted to info@
pcofa.net. Once received and 
viewed by PCOFA members, 
they will be uploaded onto the 
PCOFA Facebook page.

PCOFA compiling 
video exhibit of artists
Pandemic cancels 
performances, but 
not local creativity
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MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUNDAY     12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Beginning Labor Day and 
every Wednesday in September, 
show your employment badge 

and receive

 10% off your 
purchase!

Thanks for your 
hard work!

to our Blue Collar Workers

Factory Employees:

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED OF 
ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

BEFORE CALLING: VIEW at www.loghomedream.com
Click on House Plans

SERIOUS ONLY REPLY. Call (704) 602-3035 ask for Accounting Dept.

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia       $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi           $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta      $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

SpecialsSpecials  
                         start Sunday

Open Daily 11-9 

Cheeseburger,
Fries & Drink   

Breaded Breaded 
TenderloinTenderloin    

 
Jumbo

$4.75 $5.75$3.50
(217) 465-5812

309 W. Jasper St. Closed Mon., Sept. 7th 

        
   for Labor Day.

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Canceled
Sat, September 12th

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

These matters appeared 
before the bench for the Aug. 
27 criminal and traffic call in 
Edgar County Circuit Court. 

CHARGES
nTerry L. Moody, 56, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 2 
felony aggravated driving un-
der the influence of alcohol, 
a Class 4 felony aggravated 
driving while license is re-

voked, a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended 
license and two counts of a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing under the influence of 
alcohol. The public defender 
was assigned to the case. The 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nMichael S. Lenhart, 37, 

Danville, denied a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-

charge sentence for a Class B 
misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing conviction. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nRodney A. Tatman, 20, 

Chrisman, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor vio-
lating an order of protection 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was set.

OTHER MATTERS
nApril L. Davis, 39, Par-

is, learned a warrant for her 
arrest for missing a previ-
ous court appearance was 
quashed.
nJordan N. Myers, 29, Par-

is, failed to appear and the 
court imposed a 30-day jail 
sentence. A no-bond arrest 
warrant was issued.
nJohnny G. Oaks, 40, West 

Terre Haute, Ind., learned a 
warrant for his arrest for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance was quashed.

Some cases appear in court, although 
the State’s Attorney staff is in quarantine 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Clerk 
and Recorders Office issued 
the following marriage licens-
es during August: William 
Ray Williamson and Shandell 
Denise Elliott, both of Paris; 
Kenneth Wayne Nicholson of 
Paris and Leila Marie Meyers 
of Terre Haute, Ind.; Mason 
Andrew Corbett of Paris and 
Teadora Janet Camp of Kan-
sas; Brandon Michael Harris 
of Paris and Maci Brooke 

Whitesell of Lexington, S.C.; 
Jeffrey Ray Lewsader and 
Candice M. Schupp, both 
of Chrisman; Tony Nathan 
Ice and Brittney Noel Moll, 
both of Danville; Thomas 
Michael Bowen and Ashlyn 
Talyse Arnold, both of West 
Terre Haute, Ind.; Alan Jo-
seph Marrs and Ashley Ni-
cole Cox, both of Paris; Adam 
Joseph Damanis and Nicole 
Elizabeth Weston, both of 
Brazil, Ind.; Brett Christo-
pher Patke and Cassandra 

Jean Heath, both of Chris-
man; Kyle Joseph Jelinek and 
Gretchen Matilda Patrick, 
both of Joliet; Cory Stanton 
Hanks and Nicki Nichole 
Thompson, both of Paris; 
Jordon Mayo Keys and Kay-
la Ann Erwin, both of Paris; 
Jordan Scott Hall and Kelsey 
Marie Latch, both of Charles-
ton; Brett Kane Simons and 
Shelby Morgan Ross, both 
of Chrisman; Christopher 
Wayne Misner and Elizabeth 
Ann Tomlinson, both of Villa 

Grove; Donald Wayne Keltz 
and Paula Jo Covey, both of 
Paris; Jed Dale McKinney 
and Jacklyn Lydia McCollum, 
both of Charleston; Kaleb 
Wayne Miles and Heather 
Lynn Hargis, both of Mar-
shall; Jacob Allen Krumwiede 
and Aimee Marie Horvath, 
both of Kankakee; Kyle Lee 
Helderman of Paris and Brit-
tany Jo Morris of Rockville, 
Ind.; and Rian Keith Mills 
and Danielle Lee Foley, both 
of Paris.

Marriage licenses issued during August

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Edgar County Coroner 
Scott Barrett announced late 
Wednesday afternoon, Sept. 
2, a Paris woman died of acci-
dental carbon monoxide poi-
soning.

Barrett said authorities 
were summoned to the home 
of Marcella A. Bright, 70,  at 
2:40 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 29, 
for a welfare check by a con-
cerned friend who was unable 
to contact Bright by several 
means and after observing her 
through a window was alarmed 
because she was unresponsive.

Within minutes of the call 
the Paris Police, Paris Fire De-
partment and Horizon Health 
Ambulance were all on scene. 

“Upon arrival, Paris Police 
forced entry into the residence, 
and it was determined to sum-
mon the coroner,” said Bar-
rett. “Testing by the Paris Fire 
Department showed carbon 
monoxide levels in the resi-
dence at 145 ppm. Blood tests 

conducted showed carbon 
monoxide levels in her system 
at 65%. Levels above 30% can 
be fatal.”

An autopsy and lab testing 
conducted Monday morning, 
Aug. 31, at Terre Haute Re-
gional Hospital by Forensic 
Pathologist Dele Adeagbo 
revealed the official cause of 
death as carbon monoxide tox-
icity.

Barrett said a coroner’s in-
vestigation into the matter 
showed that upon arriving 
home the evening of Friday, 
Aug. 28, Mrs. Bright pulled her 
car into her attached garage 
and accidentally failed to turn 
off the ignition when she ex-
ited the car and went into her 
home. Having left her vehicle 
running all night, it had even-
tually run out of gas. 

She was discovered in her 
bed in a bedroom on the other 
end of the residence. Authori-
ties were unable to locate any 
carbon monoxide detectors in 
the residence.

Carbon monoxide 
claims Paris woman

REUSE
the news

OBITUARIES

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation today renewed its 
call for qualified individuals 
to step forward and apply 
for seasonal positions to help 
with snow-and-ice removal 
across the state. 

Through the department’s 
annual “snowbird” program, 
temporary snowplow drivers 
are hired every year on a full-
time and on-call basis. IDOT 
plows more than 45,000 lane 
miles statewide during the 
winter season.

“The calendar says Sep-
tember, but snow-and-ice 
season will be upon us before 
we know it, as well as a great 
opportunity to help serve the 
public,” said Acting Illinois 

Wanted: Snowplow 
drivers to join IDOT
Temporary help 
needed across state 
for snow, ice removal

RICHARD BAUGH
Richard Eugene Baugh, 65, 

of Paris, passed away at 9 a.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020, in the 

e m e r g e n c y 
room of Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Hospi-
tal, Mattoon 

A memo-
rial visitation 
is from 3 to 5 
p.m. Sept. 18, 

2020, at Templeton Funeral 
Home.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

BAUGH

WILLIAM HAYS
MARSHALL — William 

Everett Hays, 60, of Marshall, 
passed away April 4, 2020, at 

his home.
A celebra-

tion of life 
service is 
from 2 to 7 
p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 19, in 
the Red Oak 
Shelter at Lin-

coln Trail State Park, rural Mar-
shall. Pearce Funeral Home is 
in charge of the arrangements.

More information and on-
line condolences at www. 
pearcefuneralservices.com.

HAYS

Transportation Secretary 
Omer Osman. “The snow-
bird program provides 
a vital service, but also 
opens the door to earn 
some extra income and 
possibly a lifelong career 
with IDOT.”

In some instances, par-
ticipants in the program 
have become full-time 
employees. Snowbirds 
are required to prompt-
ly respond to emerging 
weather situations for 
snow-and-ice removal and 
stay prepared to work in 
emergency conditions at 
any time, including nights, 
weekends and holidays.

Applicants must have 
a commercial driver’s li-
cense and submit to a crim-
inal background check. A 
pre-employment physical, 
vision testing, and drug 
and alcohol screening also 
are required. Veterans are 
encouraged to apply.

Applicants will be se-
lected based on availabil-
ity, job-related experience 
and qualifications. 

A short animation video 
on the snowbird program 
is available on IDOT’s 
YouTube channel.

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848
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600 E. Court St.
Paris, IL 

217-465-4775
Peter Templeton Mark Anderson

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

When selecting a funeral home, we simply suggest,
“Ask families we’ve served.”“Ask families we’ve served.”

Thomas D. Carroll, Director                                                    (217) 465-6311 
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com                              Fax (217) 465-6312
www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303 E. Wood Street       
 Paris, IL 61944 

Since 1923

“Our family sincerely caring for 
your family’s needs”

Since 1923

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING
Staff Accountant 

Thiel Accounting & Financial Services 
Essential duties:  Income Tax Preparation and 

Bookkeeping

Qualifications:  Education and/or experience in 
preparing individual income tax returns;  PC & 
Microsoft Office skills; interpersonal relations skills.

Pay is commensurate with experience and 
education. Includes health insurance & 

employer provided retirement.

Mail resume to 
Dennis Thiel, PO Box 604, Paris, IL  61944.

Alternately email resume to 
dennis@thielaccounting.com.

Include the word “resume” in the subject line.

All resumes will be considered.

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container 
  Service
• Residential & 
  Commercial 
  Trash Service
• Residential & 
  Commerical
  Lawn Sevice
• Mulch

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

Select Uprights on SALE

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

RICHARD DIAL
Richard Allan Dial, 78, of 

Paris, passed away at 12:37 
a.m. Friday, Aug. 28, 2020, at 

his home.
A Celebra-

tion of Life 
was 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, 
Sept. 2, at 

his home. Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home is assisting the 
family with arrangements.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com. 

SANDRA BRISTOW
CHRISMAN —Sandra 

Kay Bristow, 72, of Chrisman, 
passed away Monday, Aug. 

31, 2020, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.

Visitation 
was from 4 to 
6 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 4, at 
Krabel Funer-

al Home.
Memorial donations may be 

made to the Chrisman Ameri-
can Legion Post #477 Auxilia-
ry or the Edgar County Animal 
Shelter.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

BRISTOW

MARCELLA BRIGHT
Marcella Ann Bright, 70, of 

Paris, passed away Saturday, 
Aug. 29, 2020, at her resi-

dence. She 
was a former 
e m p l o y e e 
of MECO 
of Paris and 
worked as 
a Certified 
Nursing As-
sistant.

A memorial visitation is 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 10, at Templeton Funer-
al Home. Private interment is 
at a later date.

Mrs. Bright was born Dec. 
5, 1949, in Paris, the daughter 
of the late Harold and Alice 
Moody Gaither. She married 
William “Bill” Bright in Paris, 
and he preceded her in death 
in 1985.

Survivors include five chil-
dren, Marcie Ann Galiher of 
Fairfield, Mary Beth (Bryan) 

Williams of Enfield, Michelle 
Leigh (Randy) Pierson of 
River Falls, Wis., Paul Robert 
“Bob” (Amy) Galiher of Fair-
field and Laurie Arbuckle of 
Paris; two brothers, Francis 
M. Ward Jr. and William “Bill” 
Ward; two sisters, Nancy Eash 
and Ginger Ward; 11 grand-
children; seven great-grand-
children; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by two sisters, Norma Hen-
son and Peggy Huckstep; 
three brothers, Earl Leonard 
Ward, Ronnie Ward and Mi-
chael Ward; and an adopted 
sister, Dianne Thompson.

Mrs. Bright enjoyed sew-
ing, quilting traveling, and she 
especially loved her family.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Highview Terrace 
of Paris.

Online condolences a 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

BRIGHT

AUDREY BLANKENBAKER 
 MARTINSVILLE — Au-

drey Lucille Blankenbaker, 
96, of Martinsville, passed 

away at 9:30 
p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 28, 
2020, at Twin 
Lakes Reha-
bilitation and 
Health Care 
Center, Paris.   

Inurnment beside her hus-
band is at a later date in Camp 
Butler Cemetery, Springfield.  
Markwell Funeral Home of 
Casey is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Martinsville Pub-
lic Library. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  BLANKENBAKER

LETA INGRAM
Leta Ann Ingram, 85, of 

Chrisman, passed away at 
10:50 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 29, 

2020, at Twin 
Lakes Rehab 
& Health 
Care. She 
was a retired 
bookkeeper.

A grave-
side service 
was 11 a.m. 

Tuesday, Sept. 1, at Friends 
Chapel Cemetery, near Scot-
tland, with Pastor Nina Dix-
on Tasney officiating. Burial 
followed. Templeton Funeral 
Home was in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Mrs. Ingram was born Aug. 
19, 1935, in Scottland, the 
daughter of the late Carl and 
Gladys Porter Bolen. She mar-
ried Walter Ray Ingram Sept. 
11, 1955, at the Edgar County 
Courthouse. He preceded her 
in death May 19, 2019.

Survivors include a son, 

Dennis (Vicki) Ingram of 
Chrisman; a sister, Kay Mc-
Conchie of Paris; a grand-
daughter, Samantha Kay 
Ingram of Chrisman; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers, Donald Lee 
Bolen and Larry Dean Bolen; 
two sisters, Betty Rae Bolen 
and Lois Wood; and a daugh-
ter-in-law, Dianna Ingram.

Mrs. Ingram was a former 
member of the Order of the 
Eastern Star and the Rebekah 
Lodge.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Chrisman Vol-
unteer Fireman’s Association.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

JOYCE GLECKLER
Joyce Lynn Gleckler, 72, 

of Paris, passed away at 12:53 
a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020, in 
the emergency room of Hori-
zon Health Paris Community 
Hospital.   

 At her request, no public 
services are planned and pri-
vate interment is at a later date. 
Templeton Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Shop With a Cop.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

DAWN THOMPSON
Dawn Marie Thompson, 

61, of Terre Haute, Ind., and 
formerly of Paris, passed away 

at 4:04 p.m. 
EDT Sun-
day, Aug. 
30, 2020, at 
Gibson Fam-
ily Center 
for Hospice 
Care, Terre 
Haute. She 

was a machine operator for 
TRW for more than 17 years.

 Services are private.  A me-
morial visitation is from 2 un-
til 3 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 9, 
at Templeton Funeral Home.

Mrs. Thompson was born 
Jan. 8, 1959, at Danville, the 
daughter of the late Mack 
Brockett and the late Patricia 
Hagel Mequish.

Survivors include two 
daughters, Michelle Thomp-
son (fiancée Adam Elliott) of 
North Terre Haute, Ind., and 
Megan (Noah) Randolph 
of Paris; one sister, Stacie 
Turner of Noblesville, Ind.; 
six grandchildren, Cameron, 
Jayzengton, Maxdon, Ak-
sel, Ryker and Olivia; two 
great-grandsons, Kaspien and 
Camden; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

Mrs. Thompson loved 
shopping, couponing, spend-
ing time with her family and 
doing her own yard work.  She 
enjoyed having coffee with 
her best friend Vickie, and she 
treasured time spent with her 
nieces and nephews.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

INGRAM

THOMPSON

RANDY SPENCER
MARSHALL — Randy G. 

Spencer, 62, of Hindsboro, and 
formerly of Casey and West-

field, passed 
away Satur-
day, Aug. 29, 
2020, in Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Hospital, 
Mattoon.

A memo-
rial visitation 

was 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
3, at Pearce Funeral Home. 
COVID-19 guidelines of 50 
visitors at a time and mask 
wearing were followed.

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the do-
nor’s choosing.  

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

SPENCER

HELEN SMITHERS
Helen Louise Smithers, 92, 

of Vermilion, passed away at 
7:05 a.m. Sunday, Aug. 30, 

2020, at Par-
is Healthcare 
Center 

A grave-
side service 
was 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, 
Sept. 2, at 
Ve r m i l i o n 

Cemetery. Templeton Funer-
al Home is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Vermilion 
United Methodist Church.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

SMITHERS

DORIS WRIGHT
BROCTON — Doris 

Irene Wright, 88, of Brocton, 
passed away Tuesday, Sept. 

1, 2020, at 
Newman Re-
habilitation 
& Health 
Care Center.

 A grave-
side funeral is 
2 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 8, 

at Edgar Cemetery. Krabel 
Funeral Home of Oakland is 
in charge of the arrangements.

Mrs. Wright was born Sept. 
8, 1931, in Isabel, the daugh-

ter of the late Grover and Ha-
zel Lurine Jones Ogden. She 
married Richard Allen Wright 
Sr., and he preceded her in 
death in November 1995.

She is survived by her son, 
Richard Allen Wright Jr. of 
Brocton; and her brother, Da-
vid Ogden of Florida. 

She was preceded in death 
by her daughter, Phyllis A. 
Wright; and 12 brothers and 
sisters.

Mrs. Wright enjoyed read-
ing and working on puzzles. 

Online condolences may 
be left at www.krabelfuneral-
home.com. 

WRIGHT

JAMES TROGDON
James “Jim” Raymond 

Trogdon 86, passed away at 
4:56 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 

3, 2020, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute Ind.  
He was a life-
long farmer.

P r i v a t e 
interment is 
in Vermilion 
C e m e t e r y.  
T e m p l e -
ton Funeral 
Home is in 

charge of the arrangements.
Mr. Trogdon was born 

March 31, 1934, the son of 
the late Charles Raymond 
Trogdon and Beulah Frye 
Trogdon. Upon returning 
home from military service, 
he married Marivee Spillman 
Trogdon Oct. 16, 1955.

He is survived by his wife 
Marivee of almost 65 years; 
their two sons,  Keith Ray-
mond (Glenna Gosnell) 
Trogdon and Kevin (Chris-
tie Stone) Trogdon; he had 
the pride of being a grandpa 
to four grandchildren, Jamie 
Trogdon, Jared (Kristen Kee-
ter) Trogdon, Erik Raymond 
Trogdon, all of Paris and Jen-
ni ( Jason) McKay of Effing-
ham; six great-grandchildren 
who called him “Pa,”  Hallee  
Rhoads, Krayten, Suttyn and 
Pryor Trogdon, all of Paris, 

Benson and Sadie McKay of 
Effingham; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

Mr. Trogdon was known 
for his sense of humor and the 
ability to tell stories of years 
gone by. Someone should 
have recorded all of his mem-
ories as a lifelong resident of 
Edgar County.

He was a veteran of the 
United States Navy serving in 
the Korean War and was sta-
tioned in Japan.  

Mr. Trogdon served as the 
Trustee for the Paris Com-
munity Fire Protection Dis-
trict for more than 40 years, 
Elbridge Township Trustee, 
Edgar County Assessor Of-
fice Board of Review, Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Board Member and was a 
member of the Success Chris-
tian Church. 

He enjoyed attending 
all the grandkids’ sporting 
events, rarely ever missing a 
football or basketball game.  
He was an avid gardener and 
enjoyed teaching the kids 
and grandkids to count in 
Japanese.  He will always be 
remembered for closing the 
shed doors until somebody 
yelled, "Hey, I'm in here.”

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar County 
4-H Association. 

Online condolences may 
be left at www.TempletonFu-
neralHome.com.

TROGDON

REUSE
the news

SONYA MORGAN  
CHRISMAN — Sonya Re-

nee Morgan, 46, Chrisman, 
passed away Tuesday, Aug. 
25, 2020, at her home. 

Following cremation, a 
memorial celebration of life 
service will be held at a later 
date. Krabel Funeral Home is 
in charge of the arrangements. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

TONY HELLIS 
CASEY — Anthony Paul 

“Tony” Hellis, 72, of Terre 
Haute, Ind., passed away at 

4:50 p.m. 
EDT Fri-
day, Aug. 
28, 2020, in 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute.

Per his 
wishes, cre-

mation was chosen for dis-
position. Markwell Funeral 

HELLIS

Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Arthritis 
Foundation or the American 
Diabetes Association.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.   



Editor, The Prairie Press:
It’s less than 50 days before the election, 

so now is not the time to focus on the latest 
distractions the White House shoves at us.

The argument goes even if you don’t like 
his nasty rhetoric and tweets, his policies 
(whatever they are) are the reason to re-elect 
a serial liar like Trump.

This is Trump’s America right now with 
armed militia wherever there’s a protest. 
So does anyone believe there would be less 
violence if he’s re-elected?

If every action he took was based on 
compassion for all people instead of power or 
money, our country could become harmoni-
ous once again.

Rick A. Griffith
Vermilion

Biblical interpretation says 
respect president

Editor, The Prairie Press:
Three weeks ago, Mr. Bennett of Vermilion 

responded to my letter to the editor in which 
I gave Old Testament examples of how God 
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The importance of remembering lives lost and a day that changed society
September 11, 2001 was a day that 

changed us forever — and one we 
must never forget.

Most of us can recall with vivid 
clarity where we were and what we 
were doing as news of the attacks on 
the World Trade Center and Pentagon 
reached us on that early autumn day 
19 years go.

It was the deadliest-ever attack on 
American soil. Coordinated terrorist 
strikes killed nearly 3,000 people and 
injured more than 6,000. The smok-
ing collapse of the trade center’s twin 
towers — like images from the aerial 
attacks on the U.S. base at Pearl Har-
bor decades before — left an indelible 
image. It is one that will be forever 
etched on our nation’s soul.

On Friday, Sept. 11, 2020 — 19 
years later, the day now known simply 
as 9/11 remains frozen in the minds of 
all who lived through it.

It must.
It is difficult to realize that sitting in 

Edgar County schools now are chil-
dren and teens who have never known 
life without the fear of a terrorist 
attack.

While we watched in horror as the 
deadly events of that day unfolded live 
on television and in news reports for 
weeks after, these students learn about 
it as something not lived but merely 
recounted. It will never be quite as real 
to them as it is to us.

We must not forget how this mur-
derous event brought Americans to-
gether — despite our differences. We 
must realize if we can stand stronger 
together in the face of that tragedy, we 
can stand stronger together facing our 
many challenges today — and those 
to come.

Remembering the heavy losses 
of Sept. 11, 2001, continues to be 
paramount for all Americans. But just 
as important is remembering what we 
gained.

In the days after the attacks, Amer-
icans rushed out to buy flags. This 
nation was festooned with Old Glory 
from sea to shining sea. We reached 

out to friends and strangers alike in a 
desire for American unity. Our politi-
cal differences fell aside as we sought 
comfort and strength as one nation 
under God, indivisible. We watched 
as Congressional Republicans and 
Democrats stood on the steps of our 
nation’s capitol and sang “God Bless 
America.”

That spirit — of putting aside our 
petty differences for the greater good 
of our nation and the world — is one 
we long to see again. If we can see it 
even one day each year, then perhaps 
it can spread to another day, and 
another. 

That is among our prayers as we 
once again approach September 11.

On Friday, as we promise never to 
forget what happened in the attacks 
on the World Trade Center in New 
York City, the Pentagon and United 
Airlines Flight 93, which crashed in 
rural Pennsylvania, we promise also 
to remember the unity of spirit and 
purpose that followed. We must work 
toward recreating that spirit every day 
for the good of our nation and our 
world.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
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We will never forget

Put 
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When Gov. JB Pritz-
ker announced the state 
COVID-19 mitigation plan 
for the 
Metro East 
on Aug. 
16, he said 
it was done 
in con-
junction 
with local 
officials in 
the Metro 
East region 
and across 
the border 
in St. Louis.

Last week,though, the 
governor admitted the 
cross-border arrangement 
to try to contain the virus' 
spread was a mistake. Man, 
was it ever.

Instead of sticking to the 
state's original mitigation 
plan, which would've in-
cluded things like reducing 
indoor restaurant capac-
ity and shutting down all 
indoor bar service, Pritzker 
only ordered bars and 
restaurants to close at 11 
p.m., which was in line with 
what St. Louis was planning 
at the time.

But the region's test pos-
itivity rate has since contin-
ued to rise to, as I write this, 
just above 10 percent, by far 
the highest in Illinois.

Then, last week, Region 
7, which includes Will and 
Kankakee counties, expe-
rienced 8%-plus positivity 
rates three days in a row, 
which triggered automatic 
state mitigation.

According to a Belleville 
News-Democrat report, 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health informed 
Metro East officials last 
Monday their region's state 
restrictions would be tight-
ened to match those that 
were about to be imposed 
on Will and Kankakee, 
including a ban on indoor 
dining and drinking.

But the same Metro East 
Democratic legislators who 
demanded prematurely that 

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL 
FAX

See MILLER, Page 7A

You can understand why 
Democrats didn't want President 
Donald Trump to visit Kenosha 

to respond to 
last week's mob 
violence, looting 
and arson.

They're embar-
rassed. They're 
worried about 
the election in a 
few months. It's 
getting close, and 
Democrat Joe 
Biden's lead in 
key Midwestern 

swing states is shrinking.
Trump is trying to take advan-

tage of their weakness. He's the 
president. He's in a campaign. 
And if he had not visited Keno-
sha, he'd be guilty of political 
malpractice.

He applauded the cops there 
for restoring order to the city that 
had burned, talked to business 
owners who lost everything and 
brought with him $47 million in 
federal money to rebuild ruined 
businesses and bolster law en-
forcement.

"You may have (peaceful) 
protesters, but you may have 
really bad people too," Trump told 
reporters during a brief question 
and answer session. "It's hurt the 
media ... someone saying it's a 
peaceful protest and over their 
shoulder the whole place is burn-
ing down."

Urban violence has been build-
ing for some time. And despite 
what Democrats say now, it did 
not begin with Trump.

Republicans don't run the pub-
lic schools in these cities where 
special interests — including pub-
lic schoolteachers' unions — are 

served first and the kids come last. 
Republicans don't impose high 
taxes that kill business develop-
ment where it's needed most — 
in economically depressed urban 
areas. Democrats control their 
police departments.

In Chicago, Baltimore, Detroit, 
Oakland, Portland, Washington 
and elsewhere, the Democrats 
rule.

And the road to urban despair 
was paved over decades and 
decades, by failed Democratic 
policy, as I wrote in 2016.

What we see now — and what 
some Democrats have tried to 
avoid since violence erupted after 
the Minneapolis police killing of 
George Floyd — are liberal Dem-
ocratic mayors being devoured by 
the hard left.

That's the real conflict. Demo-
crats don't want to say so, publicly, 
because they're all about unity 
now. They've been trying to dis-
tract the voters from the division 
among Democrats, and one way 
to do it is to feed chaos and ride it 
like a tiger.

They've been riding that tiger 
since Trump was elected, trying 
to delegitimize his presidency 
from the beginning, through 
the failed Mueller investigation 
of alleged Russia collusion that 
consumed years of Trump's pres-
idency, and the failed presidential 
impeachment. Democrats were 
successful in politically weap-
onizing the coronavirus, due to 
Trump's early blunders and boasts 
that he'd handle it in a couple of 
days.

Then came urban violence, and 
Democrats sought to use it for 
their advantage. They miscalculat-
ed. Polls began turning.

But anarchy isn't policy. Anar-
chy is chaos, and chaos frightens 
voters.

Think back a few years ago, to 
U.S. Rep Maxine Waters, the Cal-
ifornia Democrat, trying to take 
things to the edge of anarchy, with 
angry confrontations, and the use 
of chaos as a ladder.

"If you see anybody from that 
(Trump) Cabinet in a restau-
rant, in a department store, at a 
gasoline station, you get out and 
you create a crowd, and you push 
back on them, and you tell them 
they're not welcome anymore, 
anywhere," Waters said in 2018.

Democrats didn't criticize her. 
She was their hero. What she 
wanted grew. Just the other day, 
U.S. Sen. Rand Paul and his wife 
were surrounded by an angry 
Jacobin mob on the streets of 
Washington and much of the 
country saw it.

A few weeks ago, in July, U.S. 
Rep. Jerry Nadler, a Democrat, 
was asked about antifa violence 
in Portland. "It's a myth," Nadler 
said.

A myth?
The violence in Portland has 

been going on for months. Just 
the other day, a Trump supporter 
in a counterprotest was killed. 
The defiant mob rioting outside 
Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler's 
home the other night isn't the 
stuff of myth, Mr. Nadler. It's the 
stuff of chaos.

Much of the violence in cities 
was sparked by the police shoot-
ings of Black men, the police kill-
ing of Floyd in Minneapolis, the 
shooting of Jacob Blake by police 
in Kenosha, the police killing of 
Rayshard Brooks in Atlanta.

Trump’s stop in Kenosha was smart politics

JOHN
KASS
GUEST 
COLUMN

See KASS, Page 7A

Each year, on the first Sunday after Labor 
Day, we observe National Grandparents Day. 
Although it’s not as widely recognized as 

Mother’s Day or Father’s Day, 
if you’re a grandparent, you 
probably want to do whatever 
you can to help your grand-
children on their journeys 
through life. So, you might 
want to consider the following 
moves:
nContribute to their 

education. If you want to help 
your grandchildren pay for 
college, you have a variety 
of options, including 529 

plans. You could also simply set aside some 
money in an investment account earmarked for 
education. But you don’t just have to stick to 
helping out financially – you might also want to 
do some research to see what scholarships are 
available. 
nConsider a UGMA/UTMA account. The 

Uniform Gifts to Minors Act (UGMA) and 
Uniform Transfer to Minors Act (UTMA) 
are custodial accounts that provide a relatively 
easy way for you to give money to your young 
grandchildren. A financial advisor can help 
determine if such a plan is right for you. How-
ever, once you put money into the UGMA or 
UTMA, you no longer have any legal access 
or authority over the funds unless you are the 
custodian managing the account. 

After children reach the age of majority – 
typically 18 or 21 – or the age of termination 
if the state where they live allows for the assets 
to be held until a later age, they will control the 
assets, and they may not want to use the money 
as you had envisioned, such as for college. 
(Also, tax issues for custodial accounts can be 
complicated, so, before opening an UGMA or 
UTMA, you’ll want to consult with your tax 
advisor.) 
nConsider gifts to older grandchildren. If 

you have older grandchildren, you might want 
to help them out if they’re saving for a down 
payment on a home, or are between jobs, or 
perhaps are even having children of their own. 
You can give $15,000 per year, per individual, 
without having to file a gift tax return. Your 
spouse can also give $15,000 per year to the 
same individual, again without triggering the 
need for a gift tax return.
nReview your will. If you’ve already created 

your last will and testament, you may want to 
review it upon the arrival of grandchildren. 
You can include specific instructions, such as 
requiring your grandchildren to turn a specific 
age before they can receive their inheritance. 
You could also codify the same requirements 
through the use of a living trust. Contact your 
legal advisor to determine if such a trust is 
appropriate for your situation.  
nUpdate beneficiary designations. If you 

want your grandchildren to receive proceeds 
from various accounts, such as your 401(k), 
IRA and life insurance, you may need to update 
the beneficiary designations, which can even 
supersede the instructions on your will. Keep 
in mind that if you have grandchildren with 
special needs, you may want to designate a 
supplemental needs trust for your grandchild 
as the beneficiary instead of naming your 
grandchild directly.  Again, contact your legal 
advisor for more information.  

These aren’t the only steps you can take to 
help your grandchildren, but they should give 
you some options to consider. The world is an 
expensive place, and any assistance you can 
provide to your beloved grandkids can make a 
big difference in their lives. 

(Derrick Lorenzen is an Edward Jones financial 
advisor in Paris. Contact him at 217-463-4774.)

DERRICK
LORENZEN
FINANCIAL  
FOCUS

See LETTERS, Page 7A
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A $22+/acre yield benefit 
plus access to the best 
weed control in the industry.

STINE® ENLIST E3® SOYBEANS

*$22 per acre profit advantage is based on analysis of Stine’s newest select 
Enlist E3 lines relative to 218 industry lines in 12,000 replicated trials conducted 
in 2019.

IMPORTANT: This card is not intended to provide adequate information for use 
of these products. Read the label before using these products. Observe all label 
directions and precautions while using these products.

TM ® SM Trademarks and service marks of Dow AgroSciences, DuPont or 
Pioneer, and their affiliated companies or their respective owners. The transgenic 
soybean event in Enlist E3® soybeans is jointly developed and owned by Dow 
AgroSciences LLC and M.S. Technologies L.L.C.

Contact Murphy Farm Seeds at  
217-889-3112 for more information.

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 

Betty Jane’s Betty Jane’s 
  Kitchen  Kitchen110 E. Madison • Paris 

217-921-3764
NEW HOURS while under construction 
of our new building. Starting 9/7/20

Monday and Tuesday
Closed

Wednesday-Friday
6:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (drive thru)

8:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. (dine-in)
FRIDAY EVENING- 4:30p.m.-8:00p.m

 (Drive thru and dine-in)
Saturday-8:00a.m.-11:30a.m.

         

Pritzker speed up the business 
reopening process way back 
on May 12 pitched a fit and 
Pritzker backed down.

The protesting Democrats 
did have a point, I suppose. 
Pritzker originally said the re-
strictions he put in place would 
last two weeks. The local pol-
iticians wanted the governor 
to stick to his word. And the 
governor's own plan states that 
once a region meets the resur-
gence criteria, then a tiered 
menu of mitigation options 
will be considered. There are 
no actual hard and fast rules in 
his plan and those Metro East 
Democrats undoubtedly knew 
the loopholes going in.

But that meant Pritzker 
would be imposing significant-
ly tighter restrictions on Will 
and Kankakee counties, even 
though the two counties have 
substantially lower positivity 
rates than the Metro East 
(8.4% vs. 10.4% as I write this).

And that set off Republican 
state Senators Sue Rezin and 
John Curran, who represent 
parts of Region 7. The two 
claimed the governor had de-
cided to place partisan politics 
above science. The same rules 
should apply to all regions, 
they said, and they should be 

based on science, not politics.
It didn't help that Pritzker 

failed to reach out to the two 
Republican legislators before 
making his announcement. So, 
they too had a valid point.

On a crass political level, the 
Metro East was instrumental 
to Pritzker's 2018 Democratic 
primary win. It's also a vitally 
important region for his Fair 
Tax proposal. Without the full 
and fervent cooperation of 
those powerful local politi-
cal organizations, there's no 
dispute that his tax plan will be 
in serious trouble.

The plain fact of the matter, 
however, is that Pritzker 
cannot on the one hand say 
he values science over politics 
and then on the other even 
appear to cave on political 
grounds.

There may have been 
sound reasons to try and 
equalize restrictions with St. 
Louis because the city is mere 
minutes away from everyone 
in the Metro East, which is 
small in comparison to the 
Missouri metro region. It's not 
like the governor can close 
the bridges, after all. And, 
yes, Pritzker said he'd give 
the region two weeks. But he 
openly admitted last week that 
his actions clearly didn't work. 
Sometimes, you just gotta bite 
the bullet.

That region is on the verge 
of getting totally out of con-
trol, if it isn't already. Illinois 
can't do anything about Mis-
souri. Deal with Illinois.

Thankfully, Pritzker seemed 
chastened by the whole expe-
rience last week when pressed 
by a reporter. "I will readily 
admit that that was not a 
good idea," he said. He should 
never, ever do this again.

And it's long past time for 
those Metro East Democratic 
legislators who've been up 
in arms since May about the 
governor's executive orders 
to loudly demand that their 
constituents finally take this 
pandemic seriously. There's 
no excuse for this nonsense. 
The region is fast becoming a 
national hot spot, for crying 
out loud.

Several of those same 
legislators pushed hard to 
establish a large local contact 
tracing pilot program in St. 
Clair County. But experts have 
said contact tracing can be 
overwhelmed when the posi-
tivity rate is above 5%. It's not 
a panacea. Do better. There is 
no easy way out of this.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

MILLER
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These are legitimate 
reasons for angry protests, 
something many Republi-
cans, including Trump, try 
to minimize, even avoid.

In the balance, now, are 
swing voters in the key 
battleground states. Trump 
promises to protect them, 
and Biden blames Trump 
for any anxiety they may 
feel.

Most Americans decry 
police brutality. They want 
police reform. But they also 
want safety.

Now Wisconsin could 
be in play. Minnesota too. 
That blue wall the Dem-
ocrats had in Minnesota 
seems threatened, after the 
riots in Minneapolis and 
liberal city officials caving 
to the calls of Black Lives 
Matter protesters to defund 
the police department. 
And Pennsylvania also is a 
battleground state.

That's where Joe Biden 
visited the other day. He 
made a short speech, con-
demning Trump. Unlike 
Trump, Biden won't take 
questions. His handlers 
know him well and must be 
afraid of what might come 
out of his mouth.

But he can still read a 
speech. Unfortunately, he 
read this line.

KASS
FROM PAGE 6A

has used non-believers to do 
his will. 

Mr. Bennett’s first objection 
was that President Trump is so 
sinful, using Stormy Daniels as 
his example, that he is beyond 
consideration for re-election. 
I would point out that Stormy 
Daniels was in the past and 
that in addition, she was a 
consulting adult, which the 
young staffer that Biden is 
charged with groping was not, 
nor were any of the women 
whose shoulders he has mas-
saged at televised gatherings 
or whose hair he has sniffed. 
In addition, the president’s VP 
is the squeaky clean, scandal 
free, devout Christian Mike 
Pence. Biden’s VP, on the other 
hand, is Kamala Harris, whose 

own campaign workers claim 
is mean and who slept her way 
to the top of California politics 
with Willie Brown, a married 
man who was twice her age. 
Both have admitted to the 
affair. Glass houses and stones, 
Mr. Bennett

I am a retired English and 
French teacher, but I have 
taken college Bible courses 
and hold Christian Workers’ 
Papers with the Assemblies 
of God which makes me the 
equivalent of a lay minister. I 
have filled pulpits in Indiana 
and for my husband some-
times when he has been ill. I 
read all 66 books of my Bible. 
Mr. Bennett claims he is a 
New Testament man himself 
so I presume he only reads a 
New Testament. Thus, I will 
use only the New Testament 
to answer his objections. 

Although I doubt that 
President Trump has done 
anything to personally harm 
Mr. Bennett, it is obvious 
that Mr. Bennett hates him. 
Yet, Jesus in Matthew 5:44 
admonishes us, “But I say to 
you, love your enemies, bless 
those who curse you, do good 
to those who hate you, and 
pray for those who spitefully 
use you and persecute you,”

And in Matthew 7:1-3, 
Jesus again says, “Judge not, 
that ye be not judged. For 
with what judgment ye judge, 
ye shall be judged: and with 
what measure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you again. 
And why beholdest thou the 
mote that is in thy brother’s 
eye, but considerest not the 
beam that is in thine own 
eye?” (Or in this case, in the 
eyes of your candidates).

He also falls short of 1 Pe-
ter 2:17 which says, “Honor 
all people. Love the broth-
erhood. Fear God. Honor 
the king” (Or in this case the 
president.)

And at last, 1Peter 3:16 
confirms my right to use Old 
Testament examples for Paul 
writes, “All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness.” 
The only scripture to which 
Paul could be referring is 
what we now call the Old 
Testament, since the New 
Testament at that time did not 
yet exist.

Following Jesus’ words, I am 
praying for you, Mr. Bennett.

Jane Witmer
Paris 
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"Does anyone believe that 
there will be less violence in 
America if Donald Trump is 
re-elected?"

That doesn't sound like a 
man seeking to calm his na-
tion. It sounds like the threat 

of a man worried about a 
tightening election, promising 
more chaos if Democrats don't 
get what they want: power.

(John Kass is a columnist for 
the Chicago Tribune. Email him 
at jkass@chicagotribune.com.)
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SPRINGFIELD – National 
Preparedness Month is rec-
ognized each September to 
promote family and commu-
nity disaster and emergency 
planning. As we learned this 
spring with the COVID-19 
pandemic, disasters don’t wait. 
They can strike at anytime and 
anywhere. The Illinois Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(IEMA), and local emergen-
cy managers, are encouraging 
Illinoisans to take time to pre-
pare for potential emergencies 
at homes, at work and in the 
community.

“The ongoing battle against 
COVID-19 underscores 
the importance of building 
a culture of preparedness,” 
said IEMA Director Ali-
cia Tate-Nadeau. “Now is a 
good time to take the lessons 
learned from the spring, when 
COVID turned our world 
upside down, and build an 
appropriate disaster plan 
that meets the needs of your 
family. Preparedness is more 
than building a kit, it’s about 
communication, mitigation 
and education. While being 
prepared will not prevent a di-
saster, it will provide the foun-
dation for an expedited recov-
ery and instill the confidence 
to meet challenges when they 

arise.” 
This month, residents 

are encouraged to consider 
COVID-19 guidelines when 
evaluating and improving their 
family emergency plan. Some 
things to consider include:
nMake a plan for when a 

disaster strikes: A family may 
not be together if a disaster 
strikes, so it is important to 
know which types of disas-
ters (tornadoes, floods, earth-
quakes, ect) are possible and 
how to contact one another or 
reconnect if separated. A new 
consideration is how the family 
will adjust its routine should a 
member of the family require 
quarantine or isolation due 
to COVID-19. Plan today for 
different scenarios that could 
impact work, school or family 
routine.
nBuild a kit: Once a disaster 

strikes, there is no time to shop 
or search for supplies, so it’s im-
portant to have supplies pre-as-
sembled. A kit should contain 
basic survival items necessary 
during an emergency, such as 
food, water, weather radio, bat-
teries, medication and supplies 
for each member of the family. 
It is now recommended that 
face masks, hand sanitizer and 
disinfecting wipes be part of 
the emergency supply kit to ad-
dress the current COVID-19 
environment. Because a disas-

ter can strike anywhere, emer-
gency kits should be kept at 
home, at work and in the car.  
nPrepare for disasters: 

Practicing tornado drills and 
fire drills aren’t just for school. 
Walking through this proce-
dure at home with the family, 
and at work with co-workers, 
is a great way to prepare for a 
disaster. 
nPrepare a quarantine 

space in the home: Quaran-
tine helps prevent the spread 
of disease if someone has been 
infected with the virus without 
feeling symptoms. People in 
quarantine should stay home, 
separate themselves from oth-
ers, monitor their heath and 
follow directions from their 
local health department. Ad-
ditionally, it is recommended 
to keep a two-week supply of 
groceries on hand to aid in a 
successful quarantine.
nTeach youth how to pre-

pare for disasters: Disaster 
planning, response, and recov-
ery efforts should take into ac-
count the unique needs of chil-
dren, who make up roughly a 
quarter of the U.S. population. 
Get kids involved in building 
their own emergency kit. Make 
sure to include the child's fa-
vorite stuffed animals, board 
games, books or music in the 
emergency kit to comfort them 
in a disaster. 

September is National Preparedness Month
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quickly adding, “That’s not 
what is going on here.”

The two health depart-
ment employees stressed 
the importance of coop-
erating with the health de-
partment’s nurses doing the 
contact tracing. 

“When one person tests 
positive, every person close 
to them is at risk,” said 
Dunn.

Here is how contact 
tracing works. When the 
health department receives 
word of a positive test, a 
nurse con-
tacts that 
person and 
interviews 
them about 
when he/
she showed 
symptoms 
and who 
they had 
close con-
tact with 
and all 
of those 
people are 
notified of 
p o s s i b l e 
e x p o su re. 
Depending 
on circum-
stances those contacted 
may be told to quarantine.

During isolation and 
quarantine, the health de-
partment nurses make daily 
contact to assess how the 
patient is doing and if those 
in quarantine are develop-
ing symptoms.

Isolation is for peo-
ple who test positive for 
COVID-19. It requires the 
patient to stay away from 
others in the home and if 
possible use a separate bath-
room. Isolation lasts a mini-
mum of 10 days and cannot 
end until the patient has 
been fever free without the 
aid of medication for at least 
24 hours.

Quarantine is for those 
who have had close contact 
with a positive case. It re-
quires the quarantined per-
son to stay home and away 
from others for a minimum 
of 14 days. The longer quar-
antine period is necessary 
because the virus has an in-
cubation period of between 
two and 14 days.

“You can’t test out of 
quarantine,” warned Dunn.

She explained the long 
incubation period means a 
person might test negative 
one day and positive several 
days later, all the while pos-
sibly being infectious and 
spreading the virus.

“Sometimes they show 
symptoms, and sometimes 
they don’t,” said Beck, re-
garding people who test 
positive.

Contact tracing, Dunn 
said, is not new with 
COVID-19. It is a standard 

IT’S A 
HIGHLY 

CONTAGIOUS 
VIRUS, AND 
IT NEEDS TO 

BE TAKEN 
SERIOUSLY.”

MONICA DUNN
EDGAR COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT

Fairview Cemetery. Topping 
Baker’s list is dealing with 
mulberry trees growing in the 
planted shrubbery and a con-
crete receptacle for weathered 
floral arrangements that is full. 

Richardson brought up the 
issue of an old concrete block 
maintenance shed that is no 
longer in use and needs demol-
ished. The trustees told Rich-
ardson to arrange for a small 
dumpster, at a time best fitting 
his schedule, to dispose of the 
shingles from the building and 
the spent arrangements.

He asked for clarification 
regarding the disposition of 

the concrete blocks from the 
demolition and if the blocks 
should be left in the cemetery 
or placed somewhere else in 
the village. 

“We’ll deal with that when 
we get to it,” said Baker.

Police chief Jeff Goodwin 
reported the department re-
sponded to eight domestic 
complaints during August.

“People are getting tired of 
each other,” said Goodwin. 
“People are laid off and mon-
ey is getting tight, and they 
deal with it by yelling at each 
other.”

The department issued 
five citations, seven written 
warning, 15 verbal warnings, 
made one criminal arrest and 

assisted the Edgar County 
Sheriff ’s Department on two 
occasions. 

An action item was setting 
tentative trick or treat hours, 
even though the trustees ac-
knowledged the COVID-19 
pandemic may send the tra-
ditional village Halloween off 
the rails just as the disease has 
forced the cancellation of so 
many other events this year.

Baker said the Christian 
Church has not made a deci-
sion about its annual Trunk 
or Treat event. He noted in 
recent years the activity was 
held inside the church but 
there is discussion now if it 
can be done safely outside.  

Trustee Steve Hood said 

the fate of the long-running 
and popular community Hal-
loween costume contest in the 
school gym is also up in the 
air. Sponsored by the Kansas 
Lions Club, the costume con-
test may be a casualty because 
of limits on social gathering 
and school districts have ad-
opted new policy this year that 
only students and staff may be 
in school buildings. 

“It’s awfully hard to social 
distance in the gym with all of 
the kids and parents there for 
the costumes,” noted Carrell.

The village board set Trick 
or Treat hours for 6-8 p.m. 
Oct. 31, with a caveat that the 
future COVID-19 condition 
may force a cancellation. 

KANSAS
FROM PAGE 1A

professional dog grooming 
and a self-service dog wash 
with baths for large and small 
dogs, shampoo dispensers 
and even waterproof aprons.

Doggy daycare is current-
ly the second most popular 
service. The resort’s website 
points out that being left 
home alone is often stress-
ful for dogs, and daycare al-
leviates separation anxiety 
while providing socialization. 
To make sure everyone gets 
along, Dee Burgin explained 
all new canine guests take 
a temperament test and are 
slowly introduced to new 
dogs. If a dog does not feel 
social, the staff can accommo-
date them in their own space, 
since the daycare room is di-
vided by a gate.

For longer visits, $20 to $40 
per night lets pets sleep over in 
the lap of luxury: cats board in 
multi-story townhouses, and 
dogs in suites with outdoor ac-
cess and a television set to the 
DogTV channel. Both dogs 
and cats get daily playtimes 
outside their lodgings and 
plenty of affection from staff. 
There is even an enclosed yard 
for dogs to romp in.

Security is as high a prior-
ity as accommodations. Dee 
Burgin knows pets are family, 
and that is why Twin Lakes 
Pet Resort has a privacy fence, 
cameras and fire and burglar 
alarms.

“We have the highest and 
best security we could possi-
bly get,” Dee Burgin said. For 

extra peace of mind, owners 
even get online access to cam-
eras in the dog suites. 

Twin Lakes Pet Resort’s 
opening comes at the end of a 
year and a half of planning and 
months of construction. The 
Burgins supported as many 
local businesses as they could 
when sourcing construction 
and technical expertise, and 
today they credit teamwork 
for helping them overcome 
the challenges of a pandemic 
and disruptive weather.

“Everyone jumped in to-
gether because they support 
(us),” Dee Burgin said. 

Alli Burgin agreed, adding 
it was a relief to see everything 
finally come together.

Dee Burgin is already out-
lining future additions to 
Twin Lakes Pet Resort. He 
has an obedience trainer on 
deck and plans to feature retail 
in the lobby, but he does not 
want to stop there.

“Future plans are we want 
to introduce pet massage, and 
we’re also planning on play-
ground equipment for dogs, 
and also a doggy swimming 
pool,” he said.

Right now, he wants people 
to know that Twin Lakes Pet 
Resort is devoted to every-
one’s wellbeing.

“I want them to know that 
this is a family business and 
our doors are always open, 
whether they want to visit, 
take a tour or bring their pet,” 
he said. He and staff will also 
do their best to accommodate 
special requests like late drop-
offs, especially if an owner 
has to leave suddenly for a 

medical emergency or other 
situation.

Dee Burgin retired from 
the sheriff ’s department in 
May and served before that 
as a firefighter and ambulance 
service manager. After a life-
time in emergency response, 
he is grateful to have found 
a way to keep giving to his 
community, and as an animal 
lover, he is excited to help pets 

live their best lives. 
“That’s the best part of this 

job,” he said, “if you like ani-
mals, this is the place to be.”

Twin Lakes Pet Resort is 
located at 1220 N Main St. 
in Paris. More information 
about booking, prices and 
vaccination requirements for 
daycare and boarding can be 
found at twinlakespet.com or 
by calling 217-718-4095. 

RESORT
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress

Members of the Bee Well 
of Edgar County coalition are 
ready to move ahead with sev-
eral projects now that the group 
can meet again following the 
COVID-19 imposed hiatus.

Leading the list of projects 
is a new community garden in 
Chrisman and revamping the 
garden operation in Paris.

Mary Liz Wright reported 
Master Gardener Amber Ra-
mey is a force to reckon with for 
the Chrisman garden, which 
will be located behind the city 
library on the town square. 
According to Wright, Ramey’s 
husband has nearly completed 
building the raised beds. Some 
of the construction was done 

by Chrisman High School FFA 
students, but they stopped 
working in March when the 
state closed schools.

“She says she wants to make 
it attractive so people will want 
to use it,” Wright said about 
Ramey’s plan to promote the 
garden space.

Bee Well started a commu-
nity garden in Paris shortly 
after the coalition formed, but 
browsing deer destroyed the 
gardeners’ efforts. The commu-
nity garden has gone fallow for 
two years while searching for a 
new site. 

The current option is to de-
velop a plan and present it to 
the city for converting some 
of the reclaimed property ad-
jacent to Schwartz Park into a 

community garden. The city 
plans to demolish two houses 
west of the park and expand the 
current park into those lots.  

Wright confirmed an initial 
overture to some city officials 
about using part of the area for 
a community garden met with 
a favorable reaction.

She was also excited about 
the park board’s support for 
creating an adult exercise area 
adjacent to the All-Abilities 
Playground and the splash 
park. Bee Well received a grant 
from 100 Women Who Care 
Edgar County to buy the ex-
ercise equipment designed to 
withstand the rigors of Illinois 
weather. That project was put 
on hold when COVID-19 ar-
rived in the state. The next step 

Bee Well ready to keep moving ahead
in the process is getting approv-
al from the city council.

Kara Wilcoxon, Christina 
Hoffman and Wright plan to 
resume the project of reach-
ing out to local restaurants 
and marking Bee Well healthy 
choice options on the menus.

“It still amazes me what 
we have accomplished hav-
ing started from scratch,” said 
Wright. “Whenever I approach 
an entity for Bee Well, the an-
swer is always yes.”

The focus of Bee Well is to 
promote a healthier lifestyle, 
including better eating habits, 
among Edgar County residents 
to address the high rates of obe-
sity, heart disease and other 
preventable medical conditions 
found here. 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

URBANA — Eastern Illi-
nois Foodbank (EIF) is join-
ing Feeding America® food 
banks nationwide to take 
part in Hunger Action Month 
during September and bring 
attention to the reality of 
food insecurity in America. 
This year’s campaign comes 
at a critical time when the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
hurt millions of people living 
paycheck to paycheck.

The EIF serves more than 
116,000 people in Eastern 
Illinois who have trouble 
meeting their food needs. It 
is estimated that number will 
increase to 175,000 people be-
fore the year is over. 

“We need your help now 
more than ever,” said Claire 
Babineaux-Fontenot, CEO of 
Feeding America. “Hunger 
in this country existed long 
before COVID-19, but the 
pandemic has thrust more 
and more of our neighbors 
into food insecurity, and food 
banks are responding to a 
sustained, increased demand. 

With support of the commu-
nity, together we can end hun-
ger one helping at a time.”

EIF distributes donated and 
discounted food throughout 
an 18-county service area in 
cooperation with 170 mem-
ber agencies and programs. 

The Compassionate Food 
Ministry in Paris is part of the 
EIF network and buys its sup-
plies through the foodbank.

“We’ve been able keep our 
pantry supplied,” said Gladys 
Frost of the Compassionate 
Food Ministry. 

She added occasionally 
there are things the local pan-
try cannot get, but the situa-
tion is not consistent and what 
may be in short supply one 
month is available the next.

The number of people be-
ing served by the food pantry 
declined for a time earlier this 
year, but Frost said a notice-
able increase of people need-
ing food occurred in the latter 
part of August. 

She does not know what is 
causing the surge at the food 
pantry and estimated by later 
this month the numbers will 

beat the level they were before 
the decline earlier this year.

“We’ve got a lot of new peo-
ple signing up, and we are see-
ing people who haven’t been 
for a few months are coming 
back,” she said.

According to Frost, the lo-
cal pantry has adequate fund-
ing at the moment and grants 
awarded to the EIF have 
helped stretch local resourc-
es. She is confident that past 
experience will repeat if the 
pantry needs help.

“When the community 
sees we have a need, it rallies,” 
said Frost. “I’m proud of Paris, 
and Edgar County, for step-
ping up.”

Throughout Hunger Action 
Month, community support 
will have an even greater im-
pact. Fertilizer Dealer Supply 
has pledged up to $10,000 as 
a match to other cash dona-
tions coming to EIF during 
September.

In addition to the dona-
tion match opportunity, EIF 
has many activities planned 
to engage the community in 
hunger relief and awareness 

building:
A virtual Stay at Home-

coming event with a week-
long Spirit Week from 
September 21-25 for the com-
munity to engage on social 
media.
Macaroni Madness, a vir-

tual cooking demonstration 
featuring the following local 
chefs: Colleen Hatton of Dish 
Passionate Cuisine, Kenny 
Hogue of Cast Iron Pub and 
Irma Lou’s Kitchen, Curtis 
McGhee of C&C Kitchen and 
Bob Rowe, private chef and 
formerly of Classic Events. 
Each chef will prepare a dish 
using macaroni, a staple item 
at Eastern Illinois Foodbank
A Facebook Live stream 

of the Partner Recognition 
virtual watch party to honor 
this year’s Business Partner of 
the Year, Community Partner 
of the Year and Mission Im-
pact award winners. Commu-
nity leaders, including Cham-
paign-Urbana Public Health 
Administrator Julie Pryde, 
will take a pie to the face if 
EIF reaches Hunger Action 
Month fundraising goals.

Hunger Action month raises awareness 
of food insecurity during COVID-19 era

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

It has not been a good 
week for Edgar County 
regarding the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Unfortunately, the coun-
ty has joined other local-
ities where deaths have 
occurred. A female in her 
80s and a female in her 90s 
died and the cause of death 
in both cases was listed as 
COVID-19.

The week between Aug. 
29 and Sept. 4 is now the 
period with the highest 
number of new cases. 
The Edgar County Public 
Health Department’s web-
site recorded 29 new cases, 
with 15 lab-confirmed cas-
es and 14 probable cases. 
People using the rapid tests 
are listed as probable be-
cause the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health does 
not consider the rapid tests 
as accurate as the lab tests. 
People testing positive on a 
rapid test are still required 
to self-isolate, and the 
health department does 
contact tracing on them. 

Hospitalizations also in-
creased during the week. 
One person was in the 
hospital being treated for 
COVID-19 on Aug. 29. 
The week ended with 4 
people hospitalized.

The demographic break-
down of the lab-confirmed 

No slackening in 
local COVID cases

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

The boarding kennels at Twin Lakes Pet Resort each come with 
beds, private outdoor access and DogTV. Owners have online 
access to a camera in their pooch’s room to check in while they 
are away, and dogs get regular playtime with staff members.

tool in the health field for deal-
ing with infectious disease. 
Beck said the health depart-
ment used contact tracing two 
years ago when the county ex-
perienced an increase of conta-
gious hepatitis A cases

Dunn stressed contact trac-
ing is not, nor is it intended to 
be, a violation of privacy.

“We are not there to judge 
them or shame them,” said 
Dunn. “We just want to pro-
tect the community and pre-
vent the spread of the disease. 
This is a crisis situation for our 
community.”

Both women said the 
health department stands 

ready to meet 
with business-
es, churches, 
schools and 
other facilities 
about preven-
tative steps 
and how to 
cope if an out-
break occurs 
at the location. 
The health 
department is 
also prepared 
to give pro-
grams to civic 
groups that 
provide the 
most accurate 
information 

possible.
In addition, the ECPHD 

has created a hotline for 
members of the public to call 
with general questions about 
COVID-19. The hotline oper-
ates 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. weekends and holidays.

The Labor Day holiday 
weekend is one of the reasons 
Dunn and Beck wanted to 
get the word out about Edgar 
County going on the warning 
list. Labor Day is traditional-
ly a time of family gatherings 
for the last summer cookout 
before the weather turns. The 
health care workers want ev-
erybody to be aware of the 
dangers associated with com-
ing together in groups and 
take precautions by practicing 
the 3 Ws of washing hands, 
wearing a mask and watching 
the distance between people. 

Their concern is if people 
celebrate the holiday without 
paying attention to the reality 
of COVID-19, there will be a 
spike of new cases within the 
next two weeks.

Dunn acknowledged some 
people are following political 
views to ignore the disease at 
their peril and creating risk for 
the larger community. As of 
Thursday, Edgar County has 
had 147 positive confirmed 
or probable cases since May. 
Dunn said each of those cas-
es is a real person within the 
county.

“Those four people in the 
hospital – that’s real,” said 
Dunn. “Those two deaths - 
that’s real. It’s a highly conta-
gious virus, and it needs to be 
taken seriously.” 

cases for the week is: one fe-
male between the ages of 10 
and 19; 1 male between the 
ages of 10 and 19; two fe-
males in their 20s; one male 
in his 60s; eight females in the 
70 and older category; and 
two males in the 70 and older 
category.

The only positive is 113 
of the more than 140 Edgar 
County residents who have 
contracted the disease are list-
ed as recovered.

In other local COVID-19 
related news, Shiloh School 
closed Friday, Sept. 4, for 
deep cleaning and sanitation 
after a worker in the kitchen 
tested positive. The school 
anticipates a normal return 
to both in-person and remote 
learning Tuesday, Sept. 8 after 
Monday’s Labor Day holiday.

Two county businesses an-
nounced temporary closings 
on their respective Facebook 
pages following positive tests 
by employees. Wild Willy’s in 
Brocton anticipated re-open-
ing today, Sept. 5, after follow-
ing guidelines from the Edgar 
County Public Health De-
partment and federal Center 
for Disease Control for deal-
ing with the situation of an 
employee who is COVID-19 
positive. Riggen’s Frostop in 
Chrisman stated it is closing 
until further notice for deep 
cleaning and making sure all 
employees are healthy before 
reopening.



BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Crestwood Eagle baseball team 
had a good week, picking up their first 
wins in  a pandemic-shortened sched-
ule, downing Tri-County and Pales-
tine-Hutsonville.

The Eagles are now 3-3 for the sea-
son and have a week off before travel-
ing to Mt. Zion for a 4:30 p.m. game 
Friday, Sept. 11. They will end the 
season by facing off against their cross-
town rivals, the Mayo Redbirds at 4:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 16, at Paris 
High School.

The IESA is allowing only a to-
tal of 10 games in the regular season 
and only a regional tournament due 
to COVID-19. There will be no state 
tourney.

CRESTWOOD 9, PAL-HUT 8
In Thursday’s contest, Sean Dunn 

started on the mound for the Eagles 
and threw 65 pitches before being re-
lieved by Brody Bishop who went the 
rest of the way and picked up the win.

Drake East and Gavin Redd led the 
offense for the Eagles. East went 3-5 at 
the plate while Reed was 3-4. Bishop 
and Carter Eastham each went 2-5 at 
the plate while Jay Peterson and Dunn 
rounded out the hitting for the Eagles 
with one hit each.

CRESTWOOD 12, TRI-COUNTY 2
CRESTWOOD 9, TRI-COUNTY 1

Crestwood hosted the Tri-County 
Titans baseball team on Saturday, Aug. 
29, at PHS. The Eagles came way with 
two wins.

In the first game, Tri-County jumped 
out quickly in the top of the first as Ca-
den Logan singled to begin the game, 
then Garrett Pollock reached on an 
Eagles error putting runners at first at 
second.  After both runners advanced 
to second and third on a ground out, 
Hunter Reese stepped up a batter lat-

er and laced a two-run single to center 
field scoring both Logan and Pollock 
to give TCT a 2-0 lead.  

Pollock then took to the mound and 
was sharp for the first four innings only 
allowed three base runners in the first 
four innings without giving up a hit.

The Eagles then found the key in the 
bottom of the fifth.  Crestwood finally 
got to Pollock in the bottom of the fifth 
inning as the Eagles took advantage of 
several Tri-County miscues scoring 12 
runs in the bottom of the frame ending 
the contest on a Titans error to take the 
opening game of the twin bill 12-2 via 
run rule in five innings.

Jacob Staley went the distance on 
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We’re returning $2 billion to our auto policyholders.

State Farm® announces the Good Neighbor Relief Program. Our auto customers will receive, on average, a 25% credit 
for their premium between March 20 and May 31. No policyholder action is needed. That’s $2 billion in customer savings. 
Because now more than ever — being a good neighbor means everything.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
Richardson, TX

2001270

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944
Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

Redbirds
take win, 
one loss
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Mayo Redbird 
baseball team split a pair 
of games this week, com-
ing from behind to defeat 
Palestine 17-9 on the road 
before dropping a home 
game played on their new 
field to Casey 16-3.

MAYO 17, PALESTINE 9
PALESTINE — On 

Tuesday, Aug. 31, Parker 
Sanders led off the con-
test with an infield single, 
coming home on a base 
hit from Ty King to give 
MAYO a 1-0 lead. 

Palestine tied the score 
with an unearned run in 
the home half of the first 
inning. Mayo retook the 
lead in the top of the third 
without a ball leaving the 
infield. Luke Stuck led 
things off with a walk and 
then promptly stole sec-
ond and third bases. After 
a strikeout and a popup 
on the infield, Stuck stole 
home to give the Red-
birds another lead. The 
home team scored three 
unearned runs in their half 
of the third inning to grab a 
4-2 lead over Mayo.

Mayo scratched out a 
run in the top of the fifth, 
but Palestine quickly an-
swered with two of their 
own to secure a 6-3 lead 
going into the sixth. 

That’s when the Pales-
tine pitchers completely 
lost the strike zone.

The Redbirds plated 10 
runs in the top of the sixth 
inning — benefitting from 
seven walks — to take the 
lead for good. When the 
Palestine pitchers did find 
the strike zone in the sixth, 
the Mayo hitters punished 
the baseball. 

Gabe Roush led off 
with a single before walks 
to Drake Thompson and 
Landon Nugent loaded 
the bases with nobody out. 
Kipton Bradford smacked 
a double to centerfield to 
score a pair of runs. After a 
walk to Owen Jones to load 
the bases once again, a balk 
brought home the tying 
run. Two more walks gave 
Mayo the lead for good be-
fore Rigdon grounded out 
to short to give the Red-
birds an 8-6 lead. 

With just one out and 
two on, King smacked an 
inside-the-park home run 
to make it 11-6. Palestine 
tried to get back into the 
game in the bottom of the 
sixth as they scored three 
runs to make it 13-9, but 
Mayo added four more in 
the top of the seventh to 
seal the victory.

King fell just a triple 
short of hitting for the cy-
cle in the game while driv-
ing in four runs to lead the 
Redbird offense. Roush 
had a pair of singles and 
drove in one while Brad-
ford reached base all three 
times he batted including a 
double and a pair of RBI’s. 
Rigdon drove in three 
runs on one hit, Thomp-
son had a double and an 
RBI, and Sanders singled 
to round out the hitting. 
The Redbirds swiped 15 
bases in the game with 
Stuck leading the way with 
four, Bradford and Roush 
had three apiece and Ma-
son Barrett, Jones, King, 
Rigdon, and Sanders each 
added one.

A big win for Lady Tigers
Paris girls tennis team bests an experienced, tough Champaign St. Thomas More squad 

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Paris Lady Tigers ten-
nis squad improved their sea-
son record with a hard-fought  
5-4 victory over consistent 
power, Champaign St. Thom-
as More. 

Having such a tough test at 
the beginning of the season 
can really set the pace for the 
remainder of the schedule, 
Coach Stefan Aydt noted.

“This was a match I was 
looking forward to because it 
gives us a chance to see how 
we stack up against one of the 
top teams in the Champaign 
area,” Aydt said. “St. Thomas 
More qualified a singles entry 
and doubles team for state last 
year and two of those three 
girls return this year at the top 

of their lineup.” 
In singles, Kendall 

Mathews played several great 
points and games against St. 
Thomas More’s number one 
singles player Swisher with 
several going to deuce. In the 
end, Swisher had too many 
weapons for Mathews to get 
any momentum in the match, 
sweeping it 6-0, 6-0. 

The match at the second 
spot was almost exactly the 
opposite as Chloe Waltz of 
Paris never trailed, using a 
good variety of shots to keep 
Mills of St. Thomas More off 
balance. That led to Waltz tak-
ing a big 6-1, 6-1 sweep over 
the two-time state qualifier.

Waltz’s effort could be a big 
win for seeding if the Lady 
Tigers head north for the sec-

tional this year. 
The match at number 

three looked like a blowout 
for Courtney Fleming, but 
her opponent figured out 
her shots in the second set, 
which made Fleming work a 
lot harder to move her around 
the court and force errors, 
gaining her a 6-1, 6-0 win. 

At number four, Sara Mills 
took the other singles loss. 
She won the first set fairly 
handily, but when her oppo-
nent cleaned up her errors in 
the second set, Mills had trou-
ble winning points, falling in 
three sets, 3-6, 6-2, 10-6.

Macy Mitchell played a sol-
id match at the five spot, with 
lots of long points — many 
of which ended on an error 
from her opponent thanks 

to Mitchell moving her to a 
corner, Mitchell won 6-3, 6-3 
sweep. 

Kenzie Hutchings picked 
up the last singles win at the 
final singles spot with a 6-2, 
6-3 score by just playing good 
consistent tennis and using 
angles to force her opponent 
off the court.

The Lady Tigers were 
up 4-2 after singles, but St. 
Thomas More came out 
strong in doubles. 

“Their aggressive topspin 
shots that they had trouble 
keeping in in singles were 
working well for doubles, as 
the wider court gave them 
more room to work with,” 
Aydt said. “We struggled to 
deal with their pace and spin 
at #1 and #2.”  

Waltz and Matthews 
teamed up for the first match 
and had an early lead but 
couldn’t hold it, falling 6-4, 
6-3. 

Fleming and Mitchell came 
back from down to win the 
first set 6-3, but then strug-
gled in the second set and tie-
breaker, falling 3-6, 6-2, 10-4. 

With all of the matches 
completed, Mills and Hutch-
ings didn’t let the pressure get 
to them as their match deter-
mined the victory. Even with 
some very supportive  — and 
vocal — fans from St. Thom-
as More, Mills and Hutchings  
took the first set 6-4. They had 
an early lead in the second but 
ended up falling behind 5-6 
before forcing a tiebreaker for 

See TENNIS, Page 12A

Tiger 
golfers 
on a roll

PINPOINT THROW GETS OUT AT SECOND

Special to The Prairie Press

Crestwood’s Madox Hutching puts the tag and out on a Palestine player at second base in a junior high baseball game this 
week. Crestwood took a close win over Palestine/Hutsonville 9-8 to improve the team’s record to 2-3 for the season.

Eagles take tough victory 

Special to The Prairie Press

Crestwood Eagle pitcher Sean Dunn prepares to deliver a pitch to a Palestine-Hut-
sonville batter in Thursday’s junior high school baseball contest. The Eagles 
downed the Pioneers 9-8 in an exciting contest. Below, Crestwood catcher Jay 
Peterson watches his successful throw to second base for an out.

See EAGLES, Page 12ASee REDBIRDS, Page 12A

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

In a fairly busy week 
for the Paris Tiger golf 
teams, the Tigers won 
one match and finished 
respectably in another 
competitive four-way 
match on the boy s side 
of things.

On Monday, both 
squads headed to Rob-
inson for a match with 
Casey. The boys won 
rather handily by a score 
of 165-193. 

Luke Bradley and 
Chance Westerfield tied 
for medalist honors as 
each fired a 39. 

Reese Wagoner was 
just three strokes back 
with a 42 while Jace 
Hand rounded out the 
scoring with a 45. 

For the girls, Kaitlyn 
Coombes led the way 
with an event-best 41. 
Carah Colvin added a 44 
with Katt Waltz shooting 
a 53 as the Lady Tigers 
won 138-184.

The Paris Tiger boys 
golf team traveled to 
Robinson Tuesday for 
a quad-match featur-
ing Oblong, Marshall 
and Lawrenceville and 
placed third in the event.

Leading the way for 
the Tigers was Bradley 
and Wagoner who each 
fired a 40. Underwood 
added a 43, Westerfield 
had a 45, Drake Bartos 
shot a 47, and Hand fin-
ished with a 53. 

The Tigers had a team 
total of 168, finishing 
six strokes behind Law-
renceville(162) and 10 
behind Oblong who had 
a team total of 158. Mar-
shall finished fourth with 
a 196. 

On Thursday, the boys 
traveled to Charleston to 
face the Trojans and the 
Mattoon Green Wave.

Wagoner led the way 
with a 38 — tied for sec-
ond in the match. Brad-
ley and Westerfield each 
had a 40, Underwood 
added a 53, Bartos a 56, 
and Hand finished with 
a 59. The Tigers finished 
just four shots behind 
Mattoon who finished 
with a 167. Charleston 
won the event with a 
team total of 157. 



BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

KANSAS — Peighton 
Smith threw a shutout as the 
Mayo Lady Redbirds im-
proved to 5-1 on the season 
with a 9-0 win over Tri-County 
Wednesday.

Mayo was boosted by Cloe 
Thompson who went 4-for-4 
at the plate. Thompson sin-
gled in the first, singled in the 
fourth, singled in the fifth, and 
homered in the sixth.

Mayo Middle School Red-
birds got things moving in 
the first inning. Thompson 
singled on a 2-2 count, scoring 
one run.

The Lady Redbirds notched 
five runs in the sixth inning. 
Alexis Landsaw and Thomp-
son all contributed in the big 
inning with RBIs.

A triple by Christenberry in 
the fifth inning was a positive 
for Tri County.

Smith was the winning 
pitcher for Mayo Middle 
School Redbirds. She went 
seven innings, allowing zero 
runs on three hits and striking 
out 13.

Budd took the loss for Tri 
County. She surrendered nine 
runs on nine hits over seven 
innings, striking out 11.

Mayo launched one home 
run on the day. Thompson 
went deep in the sixth inning.

Besides Thompson’s strong 
day at the platewith three RBIs,  
Kenzi York was 2 for 4 with 
two doubles, two stolen bases, 
two runs scored and an RBI.  
Emma Kraemer went 2 for 4 
with two runs scored while the 
trio of Peighton Smith, Klaire 
York and Alexis Landsaw went 

1 for 3 with a triple each.  
Smith added an RBI while 

York added a run scored and 
two RBI.  Landsaw had a run 
scored and an RBI.  

The trio of Karlee Longest, 
Emma Sanders and Lauren 
Kuhn went 1 for 4 each with 
Longest chipping in a stolen 
base.  Kuhn had an RBI and 
Sanders added a run scored.

Tri-County was held to just 

three hits on the day as Shaylun 
Christenberry finished 1 for 3 
with a triple while Lily Brown 
was 1 for 3 with a stolen base 
and Kiersten Budd went 1 for 2 
with a stolen base. 

Tri-County was riding a 
two-game win streak aentering 
the game. 

The Titans were off to their 
best ever start in their brief four 
year history.
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WHAT’S 
KASASA? 

It’s like having your cupcake and eating it, too!
EARN REWARDS ON 

EVERYTHING
*Some  Restrictions May Apply

*
OPEN TODAY AT

BANKPROSPECT.COM

mEMBER FDIC

For more info, visit us at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Real Estate Auction
2,071 sq. ft. 1.5-Story House & 

Unattached Garage on Corner Lot
Tuesday, Sept. 22nd – 6 PM Central 

Address: 
219 West Dole St., Paris

Open House: 
Sunday, September 20th at 2 - 4 PM

PUBLIC ESTATE AUCTION
  2.7 Acres m/l * House – 1,323 Sq. Ft. 1-Story, 2-Bedrooms, 1 – Bathroom * 1-Car 
& 2-Car Detached Garages • 2016 50 BU Gravity Flow Wagon • Lrg Assortment of 

Antique/Collectibles • Gold Jewelry • Advertising Items • Sev Old Silver Coins, Sets 
& Currency • Vintage Ladies’ John Deere Bicycle • 2006 Ford Contour GL 108k mi • 
Vinyl Records • Over 160pc Collection Hall Pottery- Jewel Tea Autumn • Primitives • 
Shop/Garage Items • Antique & Modern Furniture • Glassware/Household Items • 
Lrg Assortment Fishing Items • Advertising Items • 2002-2016 White House Orna-

ments • Assort Lumber • Swarovski & Waterford Crystal • 2-Sm Utility Trailers •
Craftsman Garden Tractor GT5000 • Yard Machine Garden Tiller • Display Cases/

Shelving/Storage Items • Old Quilts & Linens • Lrg Assortment of Carpenter & Power 
Tools • Lrg & Sm Appliances • Holiday Décor & More! 

Auction Location: 15110 E. 200th Rd. Marshall, IL   62441 - GPS 39.501901, -87.682826
Auction Date & Time: Saturday, September 26th, 2020 - 9:00AM (CDT) 

Sellers: The Late Larry McCarty Estate, Patti M. Muchow and Michael L. McCarty 
Executors and The Jeri Taylor Estate, Personal Representative   

Auction Preview-Personal Property: Friday, September 25th, 2020 - 3pm-6pm (CDT)
Real Estate Open House: Sunday, September 6th, 2020 (CDT) from 1pm – 3pm

For Terms, Photo’s, Sale Flyer go to: www.ucmarshall.com 
Auctioneers Note: We are honored to conduct the Public Auction for both estates.  Larry loved 

going to auctions and buying whatever caught his eye.  There is a very nice selection of unique items 
to peak everyone’s interest that have been collected over the years from both estates. We will be 

running two rings, and with the State of Illinois Covid-19 rules & regulations, it is advised to please 
wear a mask and practice social distancing.  This will be approximately a 4-5 hour sale and we will 
be running 2 auction rings.  So come on out, bring a lawn chair and a friend and enjoy your auction 

experience. There will be homemade Amish goods & great food the day of the auction. 

3x6
United Country

Auctions

the set. 
They fought off set point 

at 5-6 with a clutch down the 
line winner from Hutchings 
before winning the tiebreaker 
9-7 to clinch the match for the 
Lady Tigers. 

With the win we move to 2-1 

on the season. Our next meet is 
Tuesday at Robinson at 4pm. 
“Overall I’m really happy with 
how played and I’m really proud 
of Sara and Kenzie for staying 
confident and pulling out the 
win for us. I also want to con-
gratulate our seniors (Court-
ney Fleming, Peyton Lenhart, 
Kasmeria Miller, Macy Mitch-
ell, Chloe Waltz) on their sea-

son so far. We hope they get a 
full season but we wanted to 
celebrate their hard work and 
accomplishments now in case 
we don’t get the chance to. We 
lost 10 seniors (4 of our top 6) 
from our 10-5 team last year, 
but these ladies have done a 
great job of keeping us on track 
for a reload instead of a rebuild. 
I really appreciate their efforts.” 

TENNIS
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EAGLES
FROM PAGE 11A

the mound for Crestwood got 
the win.

The Eagles had a good day 
at the plate, with five players 
picking up two hits — Madox 
Hutchings, Sean Dunn, Jay 
Peterson, Drake East and Car-
ter Eastham. Carter Crippes 
picked up one single.

Both Caden Logan and Gar-
rett Pollock went 1 for 3 with a 
run scored with Pollock adding 
a stolen base.  Hunter Reese 
was 1 for 2 with two RBIs.  

Pollock went four and one-
third innings in defeat giving 
up two hits and five runs —  
three earned — while walk-
ing three and striking out five.  
Reese pitched to four batters 
in relief without recording 
an out and giving up one hit.  
August St. Claire went a third 

of an inning in relief giving 
up three hits and seven runs 
—  none of those runs earned 
—  while walking one.

Crestwood jumped out 
quickly using an eight run 
third inning to pull away for a 
9-1 win to sweep the double-
header.  

MARSHALL 13, CRESTWOOD 3
MARSHALL — Crest-

wood fell to a tough Class 3A 
Marshall team 13-3 on Aug. 
24 in Marshall.

Sean Dunn started on the 
mound and was charged with 
the loss. He was relieved by 
Gavin Reed.

The Eagles picked up only 
three hits with Madox Hutch-
ings, Sean Dunn and Jacob 
East each collecting one.

CHARLESTON 15, EAGLES O
On Aug. 20, the Eagles fell to 

Charleston 15-0 in four innings.
Brody Bishop went the dis-

tance and was charged with 
the loss.

The Eagles picked up only 
one hit by Xzavier Daugherty 
against the Class 3A team.

ALAH 22, CRESTWOOD 12
In their first game of the 

season on Aug. 17, the Eagles 
fell to ALAH 22-12.

Sean Dunn started on the 
hill for Crestwood and was 
relieved by Jacob Staley who 
took the loss. Gavin Reed and  
Carter Eastham also came on 
in relief for the Eagles.

Madox Hutchings was the 
big stick for Crestwood, going 
3 -5 at the plate. Sean Dunn 
collected two hits while Car-
ter Crippes, Carter Eastham, 
Brody Bishop, Gavin Reed 
and Xzavier Daugherty each 
collected one hit.

REDBIRDS
FROM PAGE 11A

King started on the mound 
for Mayo going 1.3 innings al-
lowing one unearned run on 
one hit. He walked one and 
struck out five. Rigdon finished 
the second inning and added 
three more as he went a total 
of 3.1 innings allowing four 
runs(one earned) on five hits. 
He walked one and struck out 
seven. Roush added two in-
nings to earn the win as he gave 
up a pair of runs(one earned) 
on one hit, three walks, and 
two strikeouts. Bradford fin-
ished the game allowing a pair 
of runs on one hit and two 
walks. 

Things were just the oppo-
site on Thursday afternoon at 
home for the Redbirds as they 
had trouble finding the strike 
zone while also committing 

three errors. When the dust 
settled, Mayo found them-
selves on the wrong end of a 
16-3 score against Casey.

Mayo was down 10-0 be-
fore finally finding their way 
into the scoring column in the 
bottom of the fourth inning. 
Rogers and King walked then 
Roush was hit by a pitch with 
Rogers scoring on a wild pitch. 
Thompson singled to score 
King with the second Mayo 
run. They would add another 
run in the fifth, but Casey an-
swered with five in the top of 
the sixth to end the game by 
the 10-run rule.

Roush was the only Mayo 
batter with more than one hit 
as he had a pair of singles to go 
along with being hit by a pitch. 
King and Thompson had the 
only other hits for the Red-
birds with Thompson adding 
an RBI. Bradford also drove in 

Mayo shuts out Tri-County
Peighton Smith goes 
the distance and 
allows only 3 hits

Cara Kraemer/The Prairie Press

Mayo Lady Redbird pitcher prepares to delivera pitch to a 
Tri-County batter in Wednesday’s win. 

one on a fielder’s choice.
Roush started on the 

mound and was charged 
with the loss. He lasted 1.2 
innings allowing four runs 
on six hits. He walked just 
one batter and struck out 
one. King finished the sec-
ond inning as well as the 
third and fourth innings. He 
allowed seven runs on four 
hits. He walked four, hit a 
batter, and struck out six. 
Sanders threw 1.1 innings 
allowing a pair of unearned 
runs on two hits and a walk. 
Drew Rogers finished the 
sixth inning allowing three 
unearned runs on one hit 
and a pair of walks.

Mayo(3-3) will play just 
one game this week as they 
host Tri-County on Tues-
day afternoon at 4:30 pm at 
their new field at the John P. 
Allen Complex.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

After a solid second place 
finish in their first high school 

golf meet of the season, the 
Tri-County Titans boys’ 
squad headed to Tri-City 
Golf Club in Villa Grove for 

Kile continues solid start on links for TCT
a Lincoln Prairie Confer-
ence triangular meet against 
host Villa Grove-Heritage 
and the Arcola/ALAH Pur-
ple Riders.  

This meet was also the 
debut for the two lone Titan 
girls golfers on the squad. 
The boys team had to go 
without the services of two 
of their golfers as Davin 
Smith, the team’s number 
two golfer, was out due to 
a health issue and Greg 
Reese, who had the team’s 
third best score in the sea-
son opener, was also un-
available.

The Titans took third 
place with a team score of 
217. Arcola took the win 
with all of their golfers 
shooting in the 40s accumu-
lating a score of 166 while 
the host Blue Devils took 
second with a 195.

Holden Kile finished in 
a three way tie for second 
place individually carding 
a 40 while Owen Knoebel 
made a 15 stroke improve-
ment from the first meet 
shooting a 51.  Gaige Cox 
carded a 62 and Cole Deck-
er fired a 63.

The duo of Lilly Burn-
side and Megan Houlihan 
as both golfers finished 
with a 64 tying for second.
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As the days get shorter and 
average temperature drops, 
the flowers are beginning to 
disappear. It is the season 
when we start noticing crawly 
things ever more in our space, 
because insects and spiders 
are entering a new stage of 
their life cycle as they get 
ready for winter. 

The first creatures of the 
animal kingdom to invade 
the land 500 million years 
ago were the many-legged 
euthycarcinoids who are 
the link between insects and 
crustaceans. Insects (hexapo-
da) with six legs evolved 440 
million years ago at the same 
time as the first woody plants. 
The lowly cockroach is so well 
adapted it has not changed 
in all this time. Insects have 
survived mass extinctions and 
climate changes. Their success 
is partially due to how their 
life cycle is aligned with the 
seasons.

Hymenoptera is a group of 
insects named for their lacy 
wings bound together in pairs 
with hooks. The hymenop-
tera include bees, wasps and 
ants who live under a social 
structure regulated by a single 

queen. The young develop 
through holometabolism 
which is a complete meta-
morphosis going from egg 
to worm-like larva and then 
undergo a transformation 
during an inactive pupal stage 
where they mature to adults 
inside a type of cocoon.

Honeybees regulate their 
population to match the 
season. They don’t hibernate, 
and the hive stays active all 
year surviving from October 
to March on the food stores 
in the hive. They remain in 
a ball around the queen and 
flex their muscles to make 
heat, with the ball moving 
across the stored comb to eat. 
By spring, the population is 
down to 10,000 bees when 
the queen starts laying eggs. 
She times the new workers 
coming out just in time for 
the first honey flow. Male 
drone bees are produced in 
late spring to be ready to mate 
new queens. 

The queen can lay up to 
2,000 eggs a day. She lays 
a single egg in each cell. In 
three days, the egg hatches 
into a larva which is fed by 
nurse worker bees. Larva are 

eating and growing machines. 
Their entire body is designed 
to consume and process vast 

quantities of 
food. Work-
ers may visit 
each brood 
cell over a 
thousand 
times per 
day. If food is 
needed she 
secreets more 
into the cell. 

The larva 
undergoes 

a 1,500 fold weight increase 
in 11 days. To compare, an 
eight-pound, newborn baby 
girl gaining at that rate would 
weigh 12,000 pounds in six 
days. By day 11, the larva 
has completed five molts 
and the cell is bursting at the 
edges. The cell is then capped 
allowing pupation or change 
from white larva to adult bee, 
which takes 10 more days.

Through the summer, 
the hive grows to more than 
70,000 bees, and then starts 
downsizing in the fall. The 
male drones are kicked out 
to die. Fewer eggs are laid. 
When nectar is scarce, bees 

start to rob other hives so all 
bees become more agitated 
and protective. It is much 
easier to draw their ire in late 
summer. The hive gets more 
protective and aggressive. 
They look everywhere for 
sugary foods. Food, drinks, 
fruits on a tree all draw their 
attention as does sweat or 
perfumed bodies. People 
spending time outside may 
notice several types of bee 
buzzing around them.

The wasp is a close cousin 
of the bee, but a mortal 
enemy. Bees get protein from 
pollen. Wasps eat other in-
sects. In the winter, all wasps 
die other than the queen, 
who goes solo. She hibernates 
over winter in the ground or 
a crevasse and emerges in the 
spring to find a nest location. 
She builds a golf ball-size nest 
of wood crumbs and saliva 
and lays a few eggs that she 
tends herself. 

Like a queen bee, she 
also determines the sex of 
the offspring, starting with 
workers. The original workers 
take over the nursery and 
collecting food for larva. They 
gather a high protein diet of 

other insects, bringing them 
back to feed to young larva. 
Workers drop insect parts 
into the hungry mouths. 

The larvae have a sugary 
digestive juice they give back 
to the worker. This is the only 
real nutrition worker wasps 
have. It’s like crack cocaine to 
a worker and in their addic-
tion become manic gathering 
insects to feed larva.  

We don’t much notice the 
wasps all summer, but they 
are busy collecting insect 
pests. They help control the 
population of numerous 
beetles and glean aphids from 
lettuce and tomatoes.

Back in the nest, the larvae 
grow, molt and pupate to 
metamorphosize into adults. 
The population increases to 
10,000 as the nest grows from 
golf ball to football-size. By 
late summer, the queen lays 
some eggs that become males 
and new queens for the next 
year. She then dies and the 
nest starts to disband. The 
new queens mate and eat pre-
paring for their long winter 
hibernation.  

The workers have no queen 
controlling them and there 

are no larvae to feed. After a 
life as a superorganism colony 
controlled by the queen’s 
pheromones, the workers 
go renegade. The workers, 
addicted to the sugary secre-
tions, are hungry, in with-
drawal and go on the prowl 
looking for sugar. 

Workers become polli-
nators desperate for sugar 
nectar, but sugary drinks and 
snacks for humans are a prime 
target. It becomes a challenge 
to fend off the offensive pests.

The wasps we fight on the 
deck are part of a complex, 
biological super organization. 
No one likes their picnic 
being plagued by wasps, but 
with some understanding 
maybe we can appreciate the 
biology behind their behav-
ior. It's part of their successful 
life cycle and drive to survive 
another 400 million years.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the retired technology and cur-
riculum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him at 
armchair@sullivantech.net)

Insects have 400 million years of survival experience

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

EGGS ANY WAY, ANY DAY ARE GOOD FOR KIDS

Special to The Prairie Press

Eggs are versatile, tasty and packed with nutrients, and new dietary guidelines says they are essential for kids’ development.

The everyday superfood
FAMILY FEATURES

Eggs are for everyone, including 
babies and toddlers, according to the 
2020 Dietary Guidelines Advisory 
Committee that released its Scientific 
Report outlining nutritional recom-
mendations for Americans. For the 
first time, this committee, comprised 
of leading doctors and nutrition scien-
tists, included nutritional guidance for 
younger children. 

The committee recommends eggs 
as a first food for babies and toddlers 
since they provide eight essential nutri-
ents that can help build a healthy foun-
dation for life at a time when every bite 
counts. 

Eggs provide nutrition for children 
and moms-to-be, as well. However, the 
report found most pregnant women 
and kids need more choline – an essen-
tial nutrient critical for brain health – in 
their diets. 

According to research published in 
the “Journal of the American College 
of Nutrition,” 92% of pregnant women 
don’t get enough choline in their diets. 
Choosing foods high in choline, like 
eggs, can help pregnant women con-
sume enough of this essential nutrient, 
helping a baby’s brain and spinal cord 
develop properly. Just two eggs provide 
more than half of the recommended 
daily amount of choline. 

At only 70 calories, one egg con-
tains 6 grams of high-quality protein 
and all nine essential amino acids. 
Eggs are also a source of vitamin 
B12, biotin (B7), iodine, selenium, 
high-quality protein, riboflavin (B2) 
and pantothenic acid (B5). Addition-
ally, eggs contain lutein and zeaxanthin 
that can help protect the eyes from 
harmful blue light that comes from 
electronic devices.

Lots of parents worry about possible 
food allergies in their little ones. The 
committee recommends introducing 
eggs whena baby is ready for first foods, 
which may help reduce the chances of 
developing an egg allergy. 

Eggs are a nutritional powerhouse 
that contribute to health and well-be-
ing at every age, and there are plenty 
of ways to enjoy eggs beyond the basic 

See EGGS, Page 2B

It was back in the Lyn-
don B. Johnson presiden-
tial era when I met Leo. 

We be-
came good 
buddies.

 Our 
girlfriends 
attended 
the same 
church, 
which 
resulted 
in us 
becoming 
regulars 

there, too.  Furthermore, 
we also double dated 
quite a few times prior to 
marrying those same two 
girls - had lots of fun. We 
were married by the same 
minister, Brother Etschel 
Hillhouse.  

Leo and I each vowed 
to be faithful with our 
respective brides until 
death do us part. Years 
have passed. He died a few 
days ago. Nancy and I felt a 
strong desire to attend his 
funeral. The poor guy had 
dementia for the past four 
years. He didn’t even know 
his wife’s identity, so his 
death came as a blessing.

Leo and Donna have 
three sons. I hadn’t seen 
them for decades. When I 
went through the visita-
tion line they were each 
standing by their wives 
shaking hands with every-
one. Typical of me, I spoke 
loud enough for all to hear.

“You guys always were 
homely, but you sure have 
good looking women at 
your sides. You married 
well.”

They laughed and 
nodded agreement, at least 
about their wives.

Someone asked about 
my identity, apparently not 
impressed by my state-
ment.

“Oh, that’s Allen Engle-
bright,” a voice said, and 
that seemed to explain 
things.

We listened to a typical 
Baptist funeral message at 
the Burnt Prairie Baptist 
Church. Leo had long 
been a dedicated Chris-
tian, we were told. We 
were only looking at the 
shell of his body in the 
casket. His spirit, or soul, 
had already ascended to 
heaven. Scripture was read 
from the Gospel of John. 
We were told many things 
about Leo, including how 
he always picked up sticks 
and twigs on the church 
lawn to keep it looking 
clean, and how he used 
his carpentry skills to 
help friends with needed 
repairs.

Attending 
a funeral 
at Burnt 
Prairie  

See CODGER, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

Perennials and annuals 
have had a great run this 
summer, putting on a 
bounteous 
display of 
color. I’ve 
never seen 
some of 
my plants 
so covered 
in flowers. 

Right 
now, my 
buddleias 
(butterfly 
bushes) 
are so full of blooms the 
green leaves and stems are 
barely noticeable, much to 
the delight of the butter-
flies, bees and me. Those 
new to flower gardening 
chose a great year to get 
started.

Still to bloom in 
September are the mums, 
asters, sweet autumn clem-
atis, autumn joy sedums, 
and goldenrods.

Unfortunately, this 
was not a stellar year for 
vegetables. In talking to 
other gardeners, I discov-
ered most had the same 
problems, which leads me 
to think it was probably 
weather-related and not 
due to plant variety or soil 
problems.

The following is what 
I’ve been hearing. Yields 
were disappointing 
compared to previous 
years. Tomato plants were 
small and compact, never 
achieving their full height. 
The fruit looked good, but 
there was less of it and the 
taste was underwhelming. 
Green beans grew large-
leafed, lovely bushes, but 
the yield was small and 
slow producing. So, new 
vegetable gardeners take 
heart as everybody was 
disappointed with the 
results. Next year will be 
better.

September starts the 
fall transplanting season. 
For people with perenni-
als that need divided and 
replanted or shared with 
others, now is the time to 
get started. Plant them at 
the same level they were 
growing in their previous 
site. As always, keep them 
well hydrated up until the 
first frost in October. Do 
not fertilize perennials in 
the fall, especially newly 
planted ones.

Keep an eye on the 
pumpkins. If the ground 
stays wet from a lot of 
rain, it may be necessary 
to pop some straw under 
them to prevent a yellow 
area on the skin. Squash 
bugs might start chewing 
on the skins, marring that 
perfect orange desired for 

Great year 
for flowers, 
but not 
vegetables

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER 
GARDENER

See PHIPPS, Page 2B

SAVORY EGG VEGGIE PANCAKES 
Min Kwon, RD

Ingredients
1/2 teaspoon oil or butter 
1  egg 
1  tablespoon milk or breastmilk 
3  tablespoons cooked or raw vegetables, 

chopped or grated 
1  tablespoon flour 
1  teaspoon ground flaxseeds 
1/4 teaspoon herbs or spices, such as cin-

namon, curry powder, cumin, oregano, 
turmeric, etc. 

In bowl, beat egg and milk until 
blended. Add vegetables, flour, flaxseeds 

and herbs; stir to combine. Pour mixture 
into heated pan, spread evenly (don’t stir) 
and cook batter 1 minute, or until bottom 
starts to set. 

Flip and cook other side until lightly 
browned. Remove from pan. Once cooled, 
slice into desired shapes and serve.
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Share your Horizon Health (Paris Community Hospital) story,  

memory, or photo at MyHorizonHealth.org/50Years.

As we celebrate this milestone anniversary, we reflect upon our foundation that was 

built—quite literally—and how it continues to grow into the many healthcare facilities 

where our families turn for trusted care. From wellness classes and health screenings, 

to health education and support groups, we’re proud to provide quality services to 

keep our friends and neighbors healthy and strong. Thank you for 50 years of trusting 

us with your care, and helping us build a healthier community together. 
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B U I L D I N G  A  H E A LT H I E RB U I L D I N G  A  H E A LT H I E R  community

S e p t e m b e r 
Friday, Saturday & 

Sunday 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Southfork 
Homestead Farms
3000 N 1200th Street • Paris, IL

O c t o b e r 
Friday, Saturday, 

Sunday & Monday 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Hours

LIVE MUSIC every weekend 
in October!

Explore &
Discover 
with Family 
& Friends

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Always 
Homemade

SpecialsSpecials

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
We have resumed 

in-house service with 
safety precautions in place.

Wed 09/09
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 09/10
Diner burger,

mac and 
cheese &

choice of salad

Fri 09/11
Gourmet pork 
chop, baked 
potato, green 
beans & roll

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

jack-o-lanterns.
Even if the Dutch bulb 

companies send that order of 
bulbs, September is too early 
to put them in the ground. 
Wait until October and No-
vember, preferably after a good 
hard frost. September is also 
too early to dig up the tender 
bulbs and corms, etc. After 
a frost is best, when the top 
growth is going dormant.

This is also a good time to 
start the dormancy period for 
amaryllis. Stop watering and 
let the soil dry out completely. 

If any leaves remain, wait until 
they turn brown and remove 
them before moving the am-
aryllis, pot and all, into a cool 
dark place that doesn’t freeze.

The Illinois Extension Mas-
ter Gardeners of Edgar County 
encourages readers to enjoy 
this last month of the active 
gardening year. For questions, 
please leave a message at 217-
465-8585 or email uie-cce@
illinois.edu.

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member of the 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion Master Gardeners of 
Edgar County. Email her at 
janphipps@gmail.com.)

PHIPPS
FROM PAGE 1B

EGGS
FROM PAGE 1B

boiled, scrambled or sunny-
side-up. In fact, eggs work 
well in meals all day long. 
Toss hard-boiled eggs in a 
salad, top a sweet potato with 
an egg for lunch or try a spin-
ach and mushroom frittata for 
dinner. 

Baby-friendly Savory Egg 
Veggie Pancakes pack in nu-

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The August blood draw 
in Paris collected 48 pints of 
blood.

Two donors were recog-
nized with Sharon Wright 

reaching the eight-gallon lev-
el, and David Smith is now a 
12-gallon donor.

Lions Club members Brad 
Cash and Howard Tingley 
helped with moving the 
equipment in and out of the 
building.

Volunteers Bev Weger, 
Debbie Waters, Kay Haddix 
and Vicki Wilson assisted the 
Red Cross staff.

The next blood drive is 
Sept. 28 at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Chapter Order 
of the Eastern Star hosted the 
first official visit of 2020 for 
the State of Illinois Grand Of-
ficers July 8 at the Paris Ma-
sonic Lodge.   

Paris OES is also celebrat-
ing the chapters 135th anni-
versary this year. The chapter 
started July 10, 1885. 

Desiree Rhode, Worthy 
Matron of Paris Chapter, wel-
comed everyone and gave a 
brief history of the chapter. 
Daniel G. Barr, the first Wor-
thy Grand Patron of Illinois, 
was elected from the Paris 
Chapter in 1885.  

Grand officers honored 
during the July 8 event were 
Lou Aronson, Worthy Grand 
Patron, and Margolita Rouse, 
Associate Grand Matron and 
Acting Worthy Grand Ma-
tron.  

Eight other Grand Officers 
were present for an enjoyable 
evening dressed in their for-
mal wear and all wearing face 
masks. A total of 36 people 
were present for the evening. 

The Order of the Eastern 
Star is worldwide, with more 

Eastern Star Chapter reaches 135th anniversary

Special to The Prairie Press

State of Illinois Grand Officers of the Eastern Star visited the Paris Masonic Lodge July 8 for 
a formal evening. Front row, left to right: Kristin Lang, Grand Adah; Lou Aronson, Worthy Grand 
Patron; Nancy Davenport, Grand Marshal; and Debbie Holder, Grand Martha. Middle row, left to 
right: Pam Trinco, Grand Esther; Robert Blumberg, Grand Organist; and Joyce Holdenberg, Grand 
Chaplain. Third row, left to right: Jean Darnell, Grand Sentinel; and Mary Maddox, Grand Electa.

than 500,000 members con-
sisting of both women and 
men. There are 17,000 mem-
bers in the State of Illinois 
with 150 active local chapters.  
The purpose of the OES is to 
promote and practice charity, 

truth and loving kindness.  
As a social oganization, 

OES is dedicated to the frater-
nal service of humanity at the 
local, state and national level 
through the participation of 
several philanthropies. Many 

members have found the 
Eastern Star to be an oppor-
tunity to make new friends, 
practice leadership skills and 
respond to those in need of 
comfort, aid, assistance and 
support. 

August Red Cross blood 
drive collects 48 pints

trients from whatever vege-
tables you have on hand and 
offer a savory twist on classic 
pancakes. Adding extra top-
pings like avocado or Greek 
yogurt provides a variety of 
new textures and flavors. 

Another simple way to in-
troduce eggs as a first food is 
a soft and fluffy egg casserole. 
Try incorporating veggies for 
some added nutrition, since 
eggs can help people better 
absorb the nutrients found in 
vegetables, such as vitamin E 
and carotenoids like lutein 
and zeaxanthin. 

Moms can adapt a Veggie 
Egg Casserole to their child’s 
development and motor skills 
by cutting small squares or 
making a simple mash. 

Find more kid-friendly rec-
ipes and advice about intro-
ducing eggs to the youngest 
family members at EggNutri-
tionCenter.org.

VEGGIE EGG CASSEROLE 
Stacey Mattinson, RD

Ingredients
Nonstick cooking spray 
1/2 sweet onion
1  red, yellow or orange bell 

pepper 
1  head broccoli florets 
2  teaspoons canola, avocado 

or olive oil
12 eggs 
2  cups low-fat cottage cheese 
1  cup shredded cheese 
1  teaspoon baking powder 
1  tablespoon flour 
salt and pepper, to taste 

Preheat oven to 350 F. 
Grease 9-by-13-inch pan with 
nonstick cooking spray. Chop 
onion and bell pepper to age-ap-
propriate sizes. Pick apart 
broccoli florets into small pieces 
and remove most of stems. 

Heat medium-sized frying 
pan over medium heat. Add 

oil and swirl around pan. Add 
onions and cook 3-4 minutes 
until they start to soften. Add 
broccoli and bell pepper. Mix 
with onions and add salt and 
pepper, to taste. Cook 1-2 
minutes then cover with lid to 
steam another 2-3 minutes until 
broccoli is bright green. Remove 
veggies from stovetop. 

In large mixing bowl, beat 
eggs. Add cottage cheese, 
shredded cheese, baking 
powder and flour. Add veggies 
and salt and pepper, to taste. 
Transfer to prepared pan and 
bake 40 minutes.

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

REUSE
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9/11: rebuilding Ground Zero
Memorializing heroism and lives lost in the wake of attacks took empathy and ingenuity
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

For nearly a year after the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001, workers continued to 
remove debris and recover 
bodies from the ruins of the 
Twin Towers at Lower Man-
hattan’s former World Trade 
Center complex. 

Meanwhile, an intense de-
bate raged over how best to 
rebuild the World Trade Cen-
ter, as well as how to memori-
alize the thousands of victims. 
Though initial plans called for 
the rebuild to be completed 
by September 2011 — the 
10th anniversary of the attacks 
— a combination of political 
struggles, financial problems 
and legal squabbles among the 
various parties involved led to 
repeated delays. The 9/11 Me-
morial was dedicated on Sept. 
11, 2011.

CHALLENGES OF REBUILDING 
AFTER 9/11 

Immediately after 9/11, a 
number of prominent leaders 
— including New York City 
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani 
and U.S. President George W. 
Bush — pledged to quickly 
rebuild the World Trade Cen-
ter site as an inspiring symbol 
of American resilience and tri-
umph over terrorism. Among 
the parties directly involved in 
the enormously complex proj-
ect were the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey; real 
estate developer Larry Silver-
stein of Silverstein Properties, 
who leased the World Trade 
Center from the Port Authori-
ty in July 2001; and the Lower 
Manhattan Development Cor-
poration (LMDC), an organi-
zation established in Novem-
ber 2001 to manage federal 
aid and oversee the rebuilding 

efforts. As the rebuild got un-
derway, it eventually came to 
involve (by some estimates) 
more than a dozen govern-
ment agencies and some 100 
construction companies and 
subcontractors.

Cleanup and recovery at 
Ground Zero — as the World 
Trade Center site became 
known after 9/11 — contin-
ued every day around the clock 
for the better part of a year. An 
official ceremony in May 2002 
marked the end of those ef-
forts. After the LMDC invited 
a number of top architects to 
submit designs for the rebuild-
ing of the site, the architect 
Daniel Libeskind was chosen 
as the winner. The centerpiece 
of Libeskind’s master plan, 
known as Memory Founda-
tions, was the construction of a 
new tower at One World Trade 
Center reaching a staggering 

— and symbolic — height of 
1,776 feet (541 meters) in-
cluding the spire at the top. As 
the tallest of four new office 
towers at the site, the Freedom 
Tower — in the words of New 
York’s Governor George Pata-
ki — represented New York’s 
and the country’s triumph over 
terrorism.

THE NATIONAL SEPTEMBER 11 
MEMORIAL

A second international 
competition in 2003 asked for 
design proposals for a nation-
al memorial to honor and re-
member the men, women and 
children killed in the terrorist 
attacks of 9/11 as well as the 
bombing of the World Trade 
Center on Feb. 26, 1993. The 
winning design – Reflecting 
Absence, by Michael Arad and 
Peter Walker – was chosen out 
of more than 5,000 submis-

sions from 62 countries in ear-
ly 2004. After construction of 
the memorial began in 2006, 
ballooning costs led develop-
ers to scale back plans in order 
to cut the budget from $1 bil-
lion back to the original $500 
million.

The National September 
11 Memorial and Museum 
occupies about half of the 
16-acre World Trade Center 
site. It contains two large wa-
terfalls and reflecting pools, 
each about an acre in size, 
set within the footprints of 
the Twin Towers that fell on 
9/11. On the bronze parapets 
surrounding the pools are in-
scribed the names of the near-
ly 3,000 people killed in the 
terrorist attacks of 9/11 and 
those killed in the 1993 World 
Trade Center bombing. The 
memorial was dedicated on 

See REBUILDING, Page 4B

TERRORIST ATTACK SENT SHOCKWAVES THROUGH USA

Special to The Prairie Press

Standing atop rubble with retired New York City firefighter Bob Beckwith, President George W. Bush rallies firefighters and 
rescue workers at the site of the collapsed World Trade Center in New York City, Sept. 14, 2001.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Welles Crowther spent 
some of the darkest hours 
in American history saving 
the lives of strangers.

Crowther, 24, and an 
equities trader for Sandler 
O'Neill & Partners, worked 
on the 104th floor of the 
World Trade Center's 
south tower during 9/11. A 
former volunteer firefighter 
in his hometown of Nyack, 
N.Y., he was well versed 
in the proper way to han-
dle an emergency. When 
United Airlines Flight 175 
struck his building at 9:03 
a.m., he promptly slipped 
back into the role. 

"Mom, this is Welles. I 
want you to know that I'm 
OK," he said in a voicemail 
left for his mother, Alison, 
at 9:12 a.m.

Amid the smoke, cha-
os and debris, Crowther 
helped injured and dis-
oriented office workers 
to safety, risking his own 
life in the process. Though 
they couldn't see much 
through the haze, those he 
saved recalled a tall figure 
wearing a red bandana to 
shield his lungs and mouth. 

He had come down to 
the 78th-floor sky lobby, 
an alcove in the building 
with express elevators 
meant to speed up trips 
to the ground floor. In 
what's been described as a 
strong, authoritative voice, 
Crowther directed survi-
vors to the stairway and 
encouraged them to help 
others while he carried an 
injured woman on his back. 
After bringing her 15 floors 
down to safety, he made his 
way back up to help others.

One of the women he 
helped, Judy Rein, credits 
him with saving her life. 

"If he hadn't come back, I 
wouldn't have made it," she 
told CNN in 2002. "People 
can live 100 years and not 
have the compassion, the 
wherewithal, to do what he 
did."

A MYSTERY SOLVED
Though Crowther saved 

at least a dozen lives that 
day, his identity remained 
unknown for some time, 
even to those he helped. His 
family — his mother Ali-
son, his father Jefferson and 
his sisters Paige and Hon-
or — did not know exactly 
what happened in the hour 
before he died. 

An article in the New 
York Times changed that. 
Titled "Fighting to Live 
as the Towers Died," the 
Times interviewed the sur-
vivors who made it down 
from the highest floors 
alive. In it, eyewitnesses de-
scribed the figure with a red 
bandana: 

A mysterious man ap-
peared at one point, his 
mouth and nose covered 
with a red handkerchief. He 
was looking for a fire extin-
guisher. As Judy Wein re-
calls, he pointed to the stairs 
and made an announce-
ment that saved lives: Any-
one who can walk, get up 
and walk now. Anyone who 
can perhaps help others, 
find someone who needs 
help and then head down.

Alison Crowther, know-
ing he always carried a red 
bandana in his pocket, sent 

‘The Man 
in the Red 
Bandana’ 
saved lives

See CROWTHER, Page 4B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Sept. 11, 2001 is an inflection point 
— there was life before the terrorist at-
tacks, and there is life after them. 

Nearly 3,000 Americans were 
killed on that clear, sunny morning 
when two hijacked airplanes crashed 
into the World Trade Center towers 
in New York City, another plowed 
into the Pentagon and a fourth was 
brought down in a crash on a Pennsyl-
vania field by heroic passengers who 
fought back against terrorists.

“This was an attack unprecedented 
in the annals of terrorism in terms of 
its scale,” said Brian Michael Jenkins, a 
senior advisor to the president of the 
RAND Corporation and author of 
numerous reports and books on ter-
rorism, including “Will Terrorists Go 
Nuclear?”

The shock and horror of Sept. 11 
wasn’t confined to days or weeks. The 
attacks cast a long shadow over Amer-
ican life from which the nation has yet 
to fully emerge. What was once im-
plausible and nearly unthinkable — a 
large-scale attack on American soil — 
became a collective assumption. The 
terrorists could very well attack again, 
perhaps with biological or nuclear 
weapons, and steps must be taken to 
stop them.

“Terrorism is aimed at carrying out 
acts of violence that will cause peo-
ple to exaggerate the strength of the 
terrorist and the importance of their 
cause,” said Jenkins. 

Consumed by fear, grief and out-
rage, America turned to its leaders 
for action. Congress and the White 
House answered with an unprecedent-

ed expansion of military, law enforce-
ment and intelligence powers aimed at 
rooting out and stopping terrorists, at 
home and abroad.

“After the 9/11 attacks, the combi-
nation of fear and a recognition of var-
ious intelligence failures led to a range 
of policy changes that included restric-
tions on immigration, the creation of 
the Department of Homeland Securi-
ty, and the expansion of the no fly list 
from a very small number of people 
to thousands,” said David Sterman, a 
senior policy analyst at New America 

who studies terrorism and violent ex-
tremism.

That was just the beginning. Here 
are five significant ways that America 
was changed by 9/11.

THE WAR ON TERROR BEGAN
When President George W. Bush 

addressed Congress and the nation 
Sept. 20, 2001, he made a case for a 
new kind of military response; not 
a targeted air strike on a single train-
ing facility or weapons bunker, but a 

How Sept. 11 changed America

Special to The Prairie Press

In this handout provided by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, first responders 
race to the scene following an attack at the Pentagon on Sept. 11, 2001, in Arling-
ton, Va. American Airlines Flight 77 was hijacked by al Qaeda terrorists who flew it 
into the building, killing 184 people.

See CHANGES, Page 4B

The people of this 
country have seen a lot of 
stuff that has happened in 
the last 
100 years 
that is just 
mind-bog-
gling. 
Some of 
it is just 
fantastic, 
some of 
it is weird 
and some 
I wish 
had not 
happened at all. 

Let’s first look into the 
marvelous inventions that 
many thought were not 
possible. Look at the au-
tomobile industry. Instead 
of an old Model T that 
started with a hand crank, 
nowadays we can now start 
a car from 100 feet away by 
just pushing a button on a 
key fob. 

Working a field has 
changed. In the day, we 
either needed to hook 
up a team of horses to a 
tillage tool, or crank the old 
F-30, scramble up and sit 
on an old iron seat, open 
the throttle, shift into gear 
while working the clutch 
and drive to the field after 
having hitched her up to an 
old 3-16 pull-type plow. 

It is just a shame that 
modern day farmers don’t 
get to experience the old 
way of doing things when 
they get into a big air-condi-
tioned cab and once in the 
field turn it over to the GPS 
device. Back in the olden 
days, we thought it was 
wonderful to have a tractor 
to plow 20 acres a day with. 
Today, it is not uncommon 
to pull a 40-foot tillage 
device at six miles an hour 
and cover 400 acres.

Almost every farm 80 
years ago had chickens, 
horses, cows and pigs that 
had to be taken care of 
before going to the field. 
Today, I’ll bet a lot of grain 
farmers have never heard a 
rooster crow, milk hitting 
the side of a metal bucket or 

We have 
seen a 
world of 
changes

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

844-706-0027

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

 

Pricing does not include tax, title or doc fees. 
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VALUE
CORNER

HUGE SAVINGS!

2003 Honda
Pilot

Was $4,985 Now 
$3,987#X20103

Was $15,985 Now 
$14,785

2017 Hyundai
Elantra

#X20017B

25/35 MPG!

2012 Chevrolet
Sonic

#X20091

Loaded!

2011 Mercedes-Benz
C300

Was $11,985 Now 
$10,285

#X20079A

1-Owner!

2008 Kia
Sportage

Was $6,985 Now 
$5,672

4X4!

Local Trade!

Sunroof!

2007 Infiniti 
G35 Coupe

Was $8,985 Now 
$7,784

#X19214C

#X20078A1

2012 Ford
Fusion

Was $7,985 Now 
$6,946

#C20269B

Just Arrived!

Was $8,985 Now 
$7,768

Local Trade!

2014 Chevrolet
Equinox

#B20267B

Was $10,985 Now 
$9,943

2009 Hyundai
Azera

Was $6,985 Now 
$5,985

Low Miles!

#X20078A2

Was $14,985 Now 
$12,875

2006 Dodge
Magnum R/T

#B20282A

Collector’s 
Item!

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

His furever home...  your forever home.
Make a move with  

low down  
payment options
and GREAT RATES too!

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170

the squeal of newborn pigs. 
They certainly don’t even 
think about those things, but 
they have a different outlook 
at the way farming is done 
today. What in the world is 
going on? They still have to 
worry about how to provide 
for a family, and that was the 
gist of what old-timers did.

The Wright brothers sure 
advanced the idea of flying 
by not keeping their feet on 
the ground. Next thing that 
was noticed was an airplane 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean. 
Except for Jules Verne many 
years before, no one even 
considered rocketing to the 
moon, but it happened in the 
20th century. We’ve had the 
Air Force since the 1940s and 
now we have a Space Force 

and are thinking of putting 
a woman on Mars. That is 
getting us out of this world.  
Maybe “Star Wars” and “Star 
Trek” are only a premonition 
of things to come. That’s OK 
as long as the Evil Empire 
doesn’t strike back.

I even remember ink pens 
before there were ball-point 
pens and little wooden 
pencil stubs writing on yellow 
tablets at school. I just retired 
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wide-ranging global War on 
Terror.

“Our war on terror begins 
with al Qaeda, but it does not 
end there,” said Bush. “It will 
not end until every terrorist 
group of global reach has been 
found, stopped and defeated.”

When American troops in-
vaded Afghanistan less than 
a month after Sept. 11, they 
were launching what became 
the longest sustained military 
campaign in U.S. history. The 
fight in Afghanistan had sup-

CHANGES
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Sept. 11, 2011, in a ceremony 
for the families of the victims. 
It opened to the public the fol-
lowing day. 

THE FREEDOM TOWER AND 
OTHER WTC SITE BUILDINGS 

After multiple changes to 
Libeskind’s original design of 
the Freedom Tower and pro-
longed disputes between the 
various parties involved over 
financing, Silverstein handed 
control over the building’s de-
velopment to the Port Author-
ity in 2006, and construction 
of the tower began in earnest 
after that date. In 2009, the 
Freedom Tower was officially 

REBUILDING
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renamed One World Trade 
Center, perhaps in response 
to concerns that the original 
name made it too tempting a 
target for future terrorist at-
tacks. After years of sluggish 
progress, the rebuild effort 
quickened significantly in 
2010, with One World Trade 
Center reaching the halfway 
point of its final height (693 
feet above street level) by De-
cember. The tower officially 
opened on November 3, 2014.

As for the rest of the com-
plex, a new tower at 7 World 
Trade Center, rebuilt on the 
site of a 47-story building that 
was the last to collapse on 
9/11, opened in 2006. The $2 
billion 4 World Trade Center, 
located at the southeast cor-
ner of the site, houses more 
than 50 floors of office space 
and five stories of retail space 
and opened in 2013. An am-
bitious glass and steel transit 
concourse and shopping cen-
ter designed by the Spanish 
architect Santiago Calatrava, 
The World Trade Center Oc-
ulus, opened to the public in 
2016, while the 1,155 foot-tall 
3 World Trade Center opened 
in 2018. 

port from the American peo-
ple and the backing of NATO 
allies to dismantle al Qaeda, 
crush the Taliban and kill 
Osama bin Laden.

AIR TRAVEL TRANSFORMED
One of the most disturbing 

aspects of the 9/11 attacks was 
19 al Qaeda hijackers were not 
only able to board commercial 
aircraft with crude weapons 
but also force their way into 
the cockpit. It was clear 9/11 
was both a failure of America’s 
intelligence apparatus to iden-
tify the attackers and a failure 
of airport security systems to 
stop them.

Even though there had 
already been a handful of 
high-profile hijackings and 
bombings of commercial 
planes, including the tragic 
1988 bombing of Pan Am 
Flight 103 over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, security was not a 
high priority for airlines be-
fore 9/11.

Before 9/11, people didn’t 
have to have a ticket to wander 
around the airport or wait at 
the gate. No one checked pas-
sengers' IDs before boarding 
the plane. And the only item 

people had to remove when 
passing through security was 
loose change from their pock-
ets. Most airports didn’t both-
er running background checks 
on their employees. Checked 
baggage was never scanned.

All of that changed with the 
creation of the Transportation 
Security Administration, an 
entirely new federal agency 
authorized by Congress in 
November of 2001.

In addition to an army of 
blue-uniformed screeners, 
TSA introduced U.S. travel-
ers to extensive new security 
protocols. Tickets and photo 
IDs became required to get 
through the screening area. 
Laptop computers and elec-
tronics had to be removed 
from carry-on bags. Shoes 
were taken off. Liquids were 
restricted to three-ounce con-
tainers. Conventional X-ray 
machines, which only detect-
ed metal objects, were even-
tually replaced with full-body 
scanners.

ANTI-MUSLIM VIOLENCE GREW
Even as politicians and law 

enforcement repeatedly said 
Islam was a peaceful religion 

whose true teachings had been 
twisted by terrorist extremists, 
many people in America and 
around the world still equated 
the 9/11 attacks with Islam 
and sought vengeance on any-
one that even looked Muslim.

In the year 2000, there were 
only 12 anti-Muslim assaults 
reported to the FBI. In 2001, 
that number skyrocketed to 
93. Statistics from the FBI 
showed there were 91 report-
ed aggravated or simple as-
saults motivated by anti-Mus-
lim bias in 2015, and in 2016 
that figure surpassed 2001 
numbers, reaching 127.

SURVEILLANCE INCREASED
The Patriot Act was passed 

just six weeks after 9/11 as 
lawmakers scrambled to fix 
the intelligence failures that 
allowed known terrorists to 
enter the United States and 
execute the deadliest plot in 
American history. The contro-
versial act authorized sweep-
ing changes in how domestic 
intelligence agencies like the 
FBI conducted surveillance. 
Long-standing rules meant to 
protect Americans from un-
reasonable search and seizure 

were loosened or thrown out 
in the name of national secu-
rity.

The fear, again, was that the 
9/11 attacks were just the be-
ginning, and that more terror-
ist cells were active in Ameri-
can cities and awaiting orders 
to strike. In order to find these 
terrorists among us, Con-
gress gave the FBI and NSA 
new abilities to collect and 
share data. For example, the 
Patriot Act gave intelligence 
agencies the power to search 
an individual’s library records 
and Internet search history 
with little judicial oversight. 
Agents could search a home 
without notifying the own-
er and wiretap a phone line 
without establishing probable 
cause.

While civil liberties groups 
fought back against what 
they saw as unconstitutional 
breaches of privacy under the 
Patriot Act, an even more con-
troversial law was passed in 
2008, the FISA Amendments 
Act. This law gave the NSA 
nearly unchecked authorities 
to eavesdrop on American 
phone calls, text messages 
and emails under the premise 

of targeting foreign nationals 
suspected of terrorism. 

AMERICA BECAME SAFER, BUT 
ALTERED

In the years since 9/11, 
Americans inspired by jihadist 
ideology have killed 107 peo-
ple in domestic terrorist at-
tacks (as of September 2020). 
Almost half those deaths oc-
curred in one horrific shoot-
ing at the Pulse Nightclub in 
Orlando, Fla., but there have 
been no large-scale terrorist 
attacks on U.S. cities like the 
ones many believed would in-
evitably follow Sept. 11.

“If anyone had said this is 
what they expected the threat 
to be the day after 9/11, they 
probably would have been 
laughed at,” said Sterman. 
“That would have seemed 
hopelessly naive.”

The security measures put 
in place after 9/11 appear to 
have foiled or discouraged 
another ambitious plot by 
foreign agents on American 
soil. But in the process, said 
Jenkins, the country has faced 
an endless War on Terror that 
has indelibly altered the fabric 
of American life. 

photographs of her son to both 
Young and Reins, who con-
firmed that Welles was indeed 
the man who had saved them. 

"Everything we shared — 
all the details — led right to 
Welles, so it was really beauti-
ful," Alison Crowther said.

The family later learned 
that Welles' body was recov-
ered with other firefighters 
from the Fire Department of 
New York. They had been on 
their way back up the stairs 
of the South Tower with the 
Jaws of Life, likely to help oth-
er survivors to safety.

GONE, BUT NEVER FORGOTTEN
Crowther's selfless act of 

heroism became a symbol 
of perseverance, of courage 
and of hope in the aftermath 
of 9/11. Ten years later, 
ESPN devoted a segment to 
Crowther, a former Boston 
College lacrosse player:

"A young man, in his 20s, 
strong, emerged from the 
smoke and, over his nose 
and his mouth, he wore a 
red handkerchief," President 
Obama said. "He led those 
survivors down the stairs to 
safety and carried a woman on 
his shoulders down 17 flights, 
and then he went back."

CROWTHER
FROM PAGE 3B

from schools where I used 
smart boards and sophisti-
cated computers. I even got a 
sample of replicating modular 
devices using a computerized 
system in manufacturing. It’s 
almost making something out 
of nothing except for some 
hair-brained idea, but that’s a 
reality.

Now let’s look at the 
human condition before we 
are completely made into 
human robots with artificial 
intelligence. We still have 
to be aware of how all these 
things affect us and still be a 
model of common sense and 
morality. 

Sometimes, just because 
we can do it, we don’t want to 
go overboard with man-made 
creations and forget about the 
way God created us. We must 

have something that makes us 
tick beyond the mechanical 
wonders we dream up and 
technological advancements. 
If we get too physically lazy 
and too lax in our thinking, 
the machines will mean more 
to us than other humans do. 
There still has to be a right 
way and a wrong way to do 
things and not let the ways 
of doing things quicker and 
easier deter us from our moral 
journey. 

So what in God’s world is 
going to happen to us next? I 
am still a believer that we will 
figure it out by adjusting our 
attitudes and working hard.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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Brunson targeted in Turkey
Jailed Turkish mob boss claims his government dispatched him to kill American Pastor Andrew Brunson
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

From behind bars in Argen-
tina, a wanted Turkish mob 
leader has ignited a firestorm 
with explosive allegations that 
some Turkish government of-
ficials recruited him to put a hit 
on the former political prison-
er, Pastor Andrew Brunson.

“Even before the coup at-
tempt, [officials] had started 
to talk about Brunson – that he 
was a spy and supporting ter-
rorism,” Serkan Kurtulus, 38, 
said Monday from jail. “Then, 
after the [2016] failed coup, 
they wanted me to find some-
one to kill him and blame it on 
the Gulenists.”

The self-confessed gang 
honcho was slapped with an 
Interpol arrest warrant by An-
kara at some point in or after 
2017, with a bevy of charges 

ranging from organized crime 
to illicit arms deals and was ar-
rested in Buenos Aires in June 
2020. He has since vowed the 
real reason his homeland is 
summoning him back is that 
he knows too much.

A spokesperson for the 
Turkish Embassy in Washing-
ton refuted the allegations by 
Kurtulus, calling them total 
nonsense and fabricated to cre-
ate a false base for his claim for 
asylum in Argentina.

While the alleged gang lead-
er admitted to a running a vio-
lent gang in the Aegean coastal 
city of Izmir, Kurtulus insists 
that his orders came from the 
top and his money-swindling 
endeavors were conducted 
under the direction of the slain 
Izmir Regional Chairperson, 
Ahmet Kurtulus, a member of 
the AKP administration – the 

same as Turkey’s President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan – who 
became his partner-in-crime.

The two share a last name 
but are not related.

“After the coup attempt, [of-
ficials] created an intelligence 
file on Brunson they shared 
with me, and asked me to find 
a young person, a religious 
person who would sacrifice 
himself for the nation,” Serkan 
Kurtulus alleged.

Yet secretly, he claimed, the 
plan was to murder the Chris-
tian leader with the intention 
to blame it on the Gulen Move-
ment, which Ankara refers to 
under the derogatory term 
“FETO” and holds responsi-
ble for the botched 2016 coup 
attempt and deems a terrorist 
organization.

The still highly-debatable 
allegation has received some 

extra impetus in the weeks 
since Serkan Kurtulus started 
making public proclamations 
over an alleged Brunson kill 
plot. According to a witness 
testimony filed Aug. 18 to the 
Izmir Criminal Court by Ufuk 
Gurbuz, the personal driver 
and security guard to Ahmet 
Kurtulus, a Brunson folder 
was indeed created and closely 
guarded by the then regional 
chairperson.

“He would never leave it any-
where, or on his desk, it was al-
ways locked in his drawer,” the 
testimony, which named other 
AKP members alleged to have 
been involved in working with 
Serkan, stated before asserting 
that a meeting between the 
mob leader, Ahmet and several 
other officials took place for an 
hour or so. 

“When Ahmet Kurtulus 

was finally leaving, he had the 
folder in his hand that included 
information about the Pastor 
Brunson. But afterward, I don’t 
know what happened.”

From Kurtulus’ lens, the 
homicide plan was driven by 
image, optics and the hope 
the U.S. would join Turkey in 
designating FETO a terrorist 
outfit. However, he portend-
ed that he continued to delay 
and delay the mission because 
he, “didn’t want to get involved 
with anything to do with kill-
ing an American,” and later in 
2016, he fled Turkey for Geor-
gia.

Kurtulus underscored while 
he was not offered a specific 
sum of money to carry out the 
assassination plot on Brunson, 
his financial relationships were 
ongoing.

Brunson captured media 

headlines around the world 
soon after he was seized as part 
of the post-coup purge in 2016 
in Izmir – where he has been 
residing for some 20 years 
and served as the pastor of the 
Izmir Resurrection Church – 
amid accusations of espionage 
and terrorist ties to the Gulen 
group. The Trump administra-
tion retaliated with vehement 
sanctions against the NATO 
ally claiming religious perse-
cution, securing the Pastor’s 
release in October 2018.

Erdogan repeatedly de-
manded the extradition of the 
group’s leader Fethullah Gulen 
– who resides in Pennsylvania 
– in exchange for Brunson, 
but that request has not been 
fulfilled. The U.S. has said An-
kara has not shown sufficient 
proof the cleric orchestrated 

See BRUNSON, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

John MacArthur, the se-
nior pastor of Los Angeles’ 
Grace Community Church, 
made a startling statement 
Aug. 30.

“There is no pandemic,” 
he said.

His proof? A recent 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol report that only 6% of 
U.S. deaths attributed to 
COVID-19 listed the virus 
as the only cause of death. 
The remaining 94% list-
ed additional underlying 
health conditions known as 
co-morbidities.

But according to health 
experts, MacArthur made 
quite a jump to conclude 
that, of the estimated 
160,000 U.S. deaths exam-
ined in the CDC's report, 
only 9,210 were due to 
COVID-19, and all the rest 
died of something else.

In fact, it’s wrong.
As of Monday, 6 mil-

lion Americans have been 
infected with COVID-19 
— including 700,000 Cal-
ifornians — and an esti-
mated 184,000 Americans 
have died from it. When 
recording the reasons for 
a patient's death, doctors 
list all factors leading to the 
person's demise — but the 
virus remains the main rea-
son they died.

MacArthur’s non-de-
nominational church has 
been defying California's 
ban on large indoor meet-
ings without masks or so-
cial distancing. In doing so, 
the church appears to be 
wading into a highly polit-
icized campaign to mini-
mize or outright deny the 
existence of the coronavi-
rus. Recently, MacArthur 
told President Trump in a 
phone conversation that, 
“any real, true believer," of 
Christianity will be forced 
to vote for him over Biden 
in November.

Warren Throckmorton, 
a psychology professor at 
Grove City College, who 
first wrote about MacAr-
thur’s sermon and is track-
ing churches that have 
experienced outbreaks, 
said MacArthur believes 
elements of the U.S. gov-
ernment are trying to shut 
down Christian worship.

“Ultimately, he thinks the 
pandemic narrative is in-
tended to attack the church,” 
Throckmorton said.

The claim about the 
CDC report may have 
come from Jenna Ellis, 
the lawyer representing 
MacArthur's church.

Ellis, who is also senior 
legal adviser to President 
Trump’s 2020 campaign, 
tweeted a story from The 
Gateway Pundit, a far-right 
website that wrote a story 
about the CDC report, ti-
tled "Shock report."

MacArthur 
claims 
there is no 
pandemic

See MACARTHUR, Page 6B

Jan and Megan were 
driving home one night, 
when eight-year-old Megan 

asked her 
mother to 
turn up the 
radio. Jan 
suggested 
that her 
little girl 
use the 
quiet time 
to pray.

Driving 
on through 
the 

undisturbed darkness, Jan 
eventually noticed Megan 
was waving out the window. 
Since the sunlight was long 
gone, she asked what her 
daughter was doing?

“I’m waving at God,” 
came the reply. “You know, 
Mom, God is always with 
me.”

When Jan shared this 
personal family experience 
a few days later, she closed 
her account of that special 
night by telling me what 
Megan said next stuck with 
her ever since. “You know,” 
her daughter concluded, 
“God goes to second grade, 
too.”

Of course, he does. God 
goes to second grade, flies 
on airplanes, sits in on 
family time and goes to 
work with us all every day. 
The point in calling this 
fact to mind isn’t to scare us 
or to warn us to watch our 
language or actions. Instead, 
it is to encourage us to feel 
secure in all places. It is to 
remind us that we are not 
on our own out there. It is 
to foster the sense in us that 
Megan has about the easy 
and comfortable nature of 
prayer.

I believe God saw Megan 
wave at him in that dark 
night. I further believe he 
took great pleasure in her 
innocent gesture. Would 
that all of us could be so 
conscious of him that we 
are constantly engaged in 
mental conversation with 
him. Would that we felt 
such a continual yearning 
for him that we could have 
no experience apart from 
a keen sensibility of his 
presence in it. Would that 
we understood that prayer 
is more than eyes-closed-
and-head-bowed.

David wrote this poem 
to the Lord, “O God, you 
are my God; I earnestly 
search for you. My soul 
thirsts for you; my whole 
body longs for you in this 
parched and weary land 
where there is no water. 
I have seen you in your 
sanctuary and gazed upon 
your power and glory. Your 

God 
goes to 
second 
grade

See PASTOR, Page 6B
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

In recent months, Lara Martin’s life 
has been one disaster after another: 
Tornadoes in Tennessee, wildfires in 
California, a derecho in Iowa and Hur-
ricane Laura.

“We’ve been busy,” said Martin, 
the interim director of U.S. disaster 
response for the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, better known as 
UMCOR.

Martin spends much of her time on 
the phone, coordinating support for 
local emergency response teams of 
trained Methodist volunteers in differ-
ent parts of the country. UMCOR has 
also spent the past few months getting 
supplies such as cleanup kits for flood-
ing, masks, hand sanitizer and other 
essentials needed to get the job done 
and keep people safe in the midst of a 
pandemic.

Last week, she was helping those 
teams make last-minute preparations 
for Hurricane Laura, which was ex-
pected to cause widespread damage in 
Louisiana and Texas. On Aug. 27, she 
was awaiting word from trained volun-
teers doing initial damage assessments.

At least four people have been killed 
and hundreds of thousands of people 
left without power after Laura made 
landfall on Thursday morning.

Once the storm passed and assess-
ments are in, teams drawn from 15,000 
trained volunteers in Louisiana got to 
work.

Faith-based disaster-relief groups 
such as UMCOR are often among the 
first to respond when disasters strike 
— cleaning up debris, providing shel-
ter, handing out hot meals and helping 
with long-term recovery.

That work hasn’t stopped, despite 
the challenges of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

Sam Porter, national director for 
Southern Baptist Disaster Relief, ex-
pected as many as 20 response sites 
set up along the Gulf Coast to help af-

ter Hurricane Laura. Volunteer teams 
from Texas and Louisiana are all set to 
respond, he said, with chainsaw crews 
to clear debris, teams that can put on 
temporary roofing and more than a 
dozen mobile kitchens.

Those kitchens will be providing as 
many as 100,000 meals a day.

In the past, those meals would have 
been distributed by Red Cross trucks 
driving through the community. With 
COVID-19 restrictions in place, the 
Baptists plan to set up drive-throughs 
at churches in the areas affected by the 
hurricane, handing out meals in clam-
shell containers.

“We’ll have a line of cars and get to 
work like Chick-fil-A,” he said.

For now, the Southern Baptists plan 
to rely on local volunteers, rather than 
having people from out of state come 
to help.

They also hope college students 
from the area who are studying online 
rather than attending classes in person 
might be willing to help out as well.

Porter said he’s asking pastors and 
other church leaders to put their young 
people in touch with Baptist disaster 
relief organizations.

“We’d love to see college students 
come out and lend a hand,” he said.

Those outside the region can pray, 
Porter said. And give to disaster relief 
groups that can quickly get relief to 
people on the ground.

Right now, Porter said, Southern 
Baptist disaster relief groups have the 
supplies they need in place. But more 
may be needed. And funds are harder 
to come by these days, with the ongo-
ing economic crisis.

“God’s been able to help us meet 
those needs anyway,” he said.

Martin also encouraged people to 
give. And to pray for those affected by 
the hurricane.

“Lots of folks are having the worst 
day of their lives,” she said. “Keep them 
in prayer.”

Donations may be made to these val-
id charitable organizations: UMCOR, 
www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/
us-disaster-response; Southern Baptist 
Disaster Relief, www.namb.net/south-
ern-baptist-disaster-relief; The Ameri-
can Red Cross, www.redcross.org/do-
nate/hurricane-laura-donations.html; 
Salvation Army, https://give.helpsal-
vationarmy.org/; NECHAMA-Jewish 
response to disaster, https://nechama.
org/; Humanist Disaster Recovery, 
https://foundationbeyondbelief.org/
disaster-recovery.

VOLUNTEERS BEGIN CLEANING UP AFTER DISASTER

Special to The Prairie Press

Volunteer Benjamin Luna helps recover items from the children’s wing of the First Penecostal Church in Orange, Texas. The 
church was destroyed by Hurricane Laura on Aug. 27.

As Hurricane Laura hits, 
faith-based disaster relief 
groups are ready to help

Faith groups rush into storm

Special to The Prairie Press

The storm surge which accompanied Hurricane Laura on Aug. 27 heavily damaged 
areas in Texas and Louisiana. In Cameron, La., buildings, homes and churches were 
filled with the brackish water, causing millions of dollars in damage.



6B |  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2020    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netGRACE

Paris Cooperative High School 
would like to thank the following organizations 
for their support in helping to purchase a Haas 

CNC vertical mill for students in the Machining 
and Manufacturing classes.

Bob Abernathy with the ECCEL Academy
Eastern Illinois Education For Employment System #340

Edgar County Community Foundation
AeroGen-TEK

North American Lighting

North American Lighting

Edgar County Community Foundation

AeroGen-Tek
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love is better than life itself; 
how I praise you! I will praise 
you as long as I live, lifting up 
my hands to you in prayer,” 
Psalm 63: 1-4. Sounds to me 
like he was constantly aware 
of his need for God—and 
sensed that his environment 
only highlighted that need.

Think about one’s life, work 
environment, neighborhood. 
Ever feel like it is a dry and 
weary land in terms of its spir-
itual atmosphere? Ever wish 
to trade it for a climate more 
favorable to pure speech, 
ethical behavior and positive 
relationships?

Take a good look at what 
God has given each of us. Re-
alize that God sells widgets, 

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

BRUNSON
FROM PAGE 5B

the coup effort.
Brunson said Tuesday he 

had followed the story since it 
arose out of Argentina – and 
then out of Turkey. And while 
he noted that he does not 
know if Kurtulus is telling the 
truth, he would not be sur-
prised either way.

“There is a lot of intrigue 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

ST. MARY OF THE 
WOODS, Ind. — The Sisters 
of Providence of Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods are hosting 
online, or in person, the first 
session of their newest Coffee 
with the Mystics series this 
September.

The event is 1-3 p.m. (EDT) 
Sunday, Sept. 13. 

Those planning to attend in 
person will meet in the Foley 
Room at Providence Spirituali-
ty & Conference Center. Those 
who wish to attend online will 
receive a virtual link upon reg-
istering for the event.

The first of the four-part 
series features Sister Cathy 
Campbell discussing Saint 
Therese of Lisieux, who also is 
known as the Little Flower.

Campbell said the fascina-

tion with Saint Therese of Li-
sieux probably stems from her 
simplicity and her spirituality, 
which is very accessible yet 
challenging to all Christians.

“The youngest of nine chil-
dren, St. Therese was born 
into a 19th Century French 
Catholic family committed to 
the church and to living the 
Gospel,” Campbell said. “Also 
known as the Little Flower, 
she’s probably attractive to 
many because of her simplicity 
and openness to God’s grace. 
At the command of her supe-
rior, who also happened to be 
her sister, Therese wrote an 
autobiography ‘The Story of a 
Soul’ that has become a classic 
in spiritual writings.”

Saint Therese of Lisieux fol-
lowed her sisters by becoming 
a woman religious after join-
ing the Order of the Discalced 

Carmelites of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary of Mount Carmel at 
the age of 15. She died at age 24 
after suffering from tuberculo-
sis and is considered a mystic 
because she lived deeply unit-
ed with the Divine. 

“I think there is a certain 
lure to that,” Campbell said. 
“Each mystic reflects the mys-
terious possibility of becoming 
one with the Divine in a way 
that is transformative. Some-
times, mystics are perceived 
as eccentric types. St. Therese, 
however, in a unique way was 
a young woman who grew up 
in a family of pious people and 
demonstrated how an ordinary 
person also could become very 
close to God in her various re-
lationships, if she focused on 
how God was part of them. ”

The workshop begins by 
laying a groundwork of who 

mystics are.
“I try to define what a mys-

tic is and what a mystic isn’t,” 
she said. “I try to help people 
understand how they fit into 
everyday spirituality. Mystics 
can be hard to grasp. On the 
other hand, they can feel like 
old friends if you spend a little 
time with them.”

The remaining three ses-
sions are Oct. 11, Nov. 8 and 
Dec. 13.

Cost to attend one event in 
the series is $10 or $35 for all 
four. All participants are asked 
to register one week prior to 
the date of each session, and 
there is a limit of 10 people for 
in-person sessions due to phys-
ical distancing.

For more information, visit 
Events.Sistersof Providence.
org, or call 812-535-2952 or 
email provctr@spsmw.org.

Sisters to host Coffee with the Mystics series

supervises inventory and 
takes customer complaints. 

If Megan senses God 
in the darkness, waves to 
him in prayer and knows 
he attends second grade 
with her, maybe it is not 
beyond us to know that he 
is going to be with us in 
every circumstance of the 
day—and to be reassured 
by that thought.

Think about it.
(The Rev. Jamie Kent is 

the pastor at First Chris-
tian Church, Disciples 
of Christ. Email him at 
jamiekent1@1live.com. 
More information about 
First Christian Church is 
available at www.fccparis.
org. Pastor’s Perspective is 
provided by the Paris Minis-
terial Fellowship.)

and conspiracy in that part 
of the world, and I did be-
come a hated man in Tur-
key – hated by the general 
population as a result of 
a propaganda campaign 
against me, and hated by 
the government because 
of the increasing cost they 
were paying to continue to 
detain me,” Brunson said. 
“I expect there are peo-
ple who wanted to kill me 
then, and some who would 
like to kill me now.”

Here are three points skew-
ering MacArthur’s claims:

VICTIMS WITH UNDERLYING 
HEALTH ISSUES WOULD STILL 
BE ALIVE BUT FOR COVID-19

They may have had diabe-
tes or high blood pressure or 
may have been obese. These 
conditions make fighting an in-
fection with COVID-19 virus 
more difficult. When people 
who suffer underlying issues 
are infected with COVID-19, 
they are more likely to have 
negative outcomes.

But if they die of the disease, 
their cause of death is still the 
virus.

“In this country when we 
look at the cause of death on 
the death certificate, it’ll have 
a primary cause of death and 
a second or tertiary cause,” 
said Pam Aaltonen, professor 
emerita at Purdue Universi-
ty School of Nursing. “Their 
co-morbidities contribute to 
their outcome, but it’s not their 
cause of death. COVID is the 
cause of death.”

The specific CDC numbers 
are only estimates, based on in-
complete virus statistics. Most 
scientists believe the real U.S. 
death toll is higher than the of-
ficial numbers indicate.

But 100% of the people 
on the CDC analysis died 
of COVID; 94% also had 
co-morbidities.

DEATH IS ONLY ONE OUTCOME 
Of the 5.8 million Ameri-

cans who have recovered from 
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the virus, many are still fight-
ing a range of physical compli-
cations.

They may have lasting dam-
age to the heart muscle. They 
may have long-term breathing 
problems. They may develop 
blood clots and problems with 
their blood vessels.

“There are serious issues 
when people recover; there is 
other damage to their body,” 
said Aaltonen. “We’re only at 
the very beginning of getting 
an understanding of what it 
can do.”

THE SCIENCE IS BEING 
POLITICIZED 

Political scientists say the 
impulse to minimize the virus 
comes out of political polariza-
tion, in which people have deep 
antipathy toward those of the 
opposite political persuasion.

“When you really think the 
other side is terrible, your moti-
vation to reason with bias goes 
up,” said Marc Hetherington, 
a political scientist at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina and 
a leading expert on political 
polarization. “If your side is fail-
ing so badly that some 200,000 
people have died, that’s got to 
be a real blow to your self-es-
teem. You protect it by glom-
ming onto any information that 
protects your side because your 
identity is tied up in that side.”

Hetherington cited a recent 
CBS poll that showed how peo-
ple are viewing the world from 
a starkly political lens. The poll 
showed, for example, that 38% 
of Americans overall think the 
U.S.’ handling of the corona-
virus is going well. But among 
Republicans, a full 73% think 
it’s going well.

The same 38% of Ameri-
cans thought U.S. deaths from 
the coronavirus are fewer than 
reported. But among Republi-
cans, 64% believed there were 
fewer than reported deaths.

For MacArthur, the political 
deception he sees is real.

In that same church service 
this weekend he said, “The ar-
chitects of this level of decep-
tion are not a part of the King-
dom of Heaven. They're a part 
of the kingdom of darkness.”

Hetherington has seen it be-
fore. “If you believe the other 
side is the devil,” he said, "you 
have to do everything you can 
to protect your side.”
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A COVID-19 vaccine could 
be available earlier than expect-
ed if ongoing clinical trials pro-
duce overwhelmingly positive 
results, said Anthony Fauci, the 
nation’s top infectious disease 
official, in an interview Tues-
day with Kaiser Health News.

Although two ongoing clin-
ical trials of 30,000 volunteers 
are expected to conclude by 
the end of the year, Fauci said 
an independent board has 
the authority to end the trials 
weeks early if interim results 
are overwhelmingly positive or 
negative.

The Data and Safety Mon-
itoring Board could say, “‘The 
data is so good right now that 
you can say it’s safe and effec-
tive,’” Fauci said. In that case, 
researchers would have a moral 
obligation to end the trial ear-
ly and make the active vaccine 
available to everyone in the 
study, including those who 
were given placebos — and ac-
celerate the process to give the 
vaccine to millions.

Fauci’s comments come at a 

time of growing concern about 
whether political pressure from 
the Trump administration 
could influence federal regula-
tors and scientists overseeing 
the nation’s response to the 
novel coronavirus pandemic 
— and erode shaky public con-
fidence in vaccines. Prominent 
vaccine experts have said they 
fear Trump is pushing for an 
early vaccine approval to help 
win re-election.

Fauci, director of the Na-
tional Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, said he 
trusts the independent mem-
bers of the DSMB — who are 
not government employees — 
to hold vaccines to high stan-
dards without being politically 
influenced. Members of the 
board are typically experts in 
vaccine science and biostatis-
tics who teach at major medi-
cal schools.

“If you are making a decision 
about the vaccine, you’d better 
be sure you have very good ev-
idence that it is both safe and 
effective,” Fauci said. “I’m not 
concerned about political pres-
sure.”

The safety board periodically 
looks at data from a clinical tri-
al to determine if it’s ethical to 
continue enrolling volunteers, 
who are randomly assigned to 
receive either an experimen-
tal vaccine or a placebo shot. 
Neither the volunteers nor the 
health workers who vaccinate 
them know which shot they’re 
receiving.

Manufacturers are now 
testing three COVID vaccines 
in large-scale U.S. trials. The 
first two studies — one led by 
Moderna and the National In-
stitutes of Health and the other 
led by Pfizer and BioNTech — 
began in late July. Each study 
was designed to enroll 30,000 
participants. Company offi-
cials have said both trials have 
enrolled about half that total. 
AstraZeneca, which has been 
running large-scale clinical tri-
als in Great Britain, Brazil and 
South Africa, launched anoth-
er large-scale vaccine study 
this week in the U.S. involving 
30,000 volunteers. Additional 
vaccine trials are expected to 
begin this month.

In trials of this size, research-

ers will know if a vaccine is 
effective after as few as 150 to 
175 infections, said Robert 
Redfield, director of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, in a call with re-
porters Friday.

“It may be surprising, but 
the number of events that need 
to occur is relatively small,” 
Redfield said.

Right now, only the safety 
board has access to the trial 
data, said Paul Mango, deputy 
chief of staff for policy at the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services. As for when 
trial results will be available, 
“we cannot determine if it will 
be the middle of October or 
December.”

Safety boards set stopping 
rules at the beginning of a 
study, making their criteria for 
ending a trial very clear, said 
Eric Topol, executive vice pres-
ident for research at Scripps 
Research in San Diego and an 
expert on the use of data in 
medical research.

Although the safety board 
can recommend stopping a 
trial, the ultimate decision to 

halt a study is made by the sci-
entists running the trial, Topol 
said.

A vaccine manufacturer 
could then apply to the Food 
and Drug Administration for 
an emergency use authori-
zation, which can be granted 
quickly, or continue through 
the regular drug approval pro-
cess, which requires more time 
and evidence.

Safety monitors also can 
stop a trial because of safety 
concerns, “if it looks like it’s 
actually harming people in the 
vaccine arm, due to a lot of ad-
verse events,” Fauci said.

Fauci said people can trust 
the process, because all the 
data that outside monitors 
used to make their decisions 
will be made public.

“All of that has to be trans-
parent,” Fauci said. “The only 
time you get concerned is if 
there is any pressure to termi-
nate the trial before you have 
enough data on safety and ef-
ficacy.”

Topol and other scientists 
have sharply criticized the 
FDA in recent weeks, accusing 

Commissioner Stephen Hahn 
of bowing to political pressure 
from the Trump administra-
tion, which has pushed the 
agency to approve COVID 
treatments faster.

Stopping trials early poses a 
number of risks, such as mak-
ing a vaccine look more effec-
tive than it really is, Topol said.

“If you stop something ear-
ly, you can get an exaggerated 
benefit that isn’t real,” because 
less positive evidence only 
emerges later, Topol said.

Stopping the studies early 
also could prevent researchers 
from recruiting more minority 
volunteers. So far, only about 1 
in 5 trial participants are Black 
or Hispanic. Given that Blacks 
and Hispanics have been hit 
harder than other groups by 
the pandemic, Topol said, it’s 
important that they make up a 
larger part of vaccine trials.

Ending vaccine trials early 
also carries safety risks, said 
Paul Offit, a vaccine developer 
who serves on an NIH adviso-
ry panel on COVID vaccines 
and treatments.

Vaccine trials could end quickly
Expert Fauci says COVID-19 vaccine trials could end early if results are overwhelming positive or negative

See VACCINE, Page 8B
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The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) has put 
out an alert warning that 
some alcohol-based hand 
sanitizers are being sold in 
packages that can easily be 
mistaken for beverages or 
food items. 

As the demand for hand 
sanitizer has increased, sev-
eral manufacturers are now 
selling alcohol-based hand 
sanitizers in enticing pack-
ages like beer cans, kids’ 
food pouches, water bottles, 
juice bottles and liquor bot-
tles. 

The FDA has also discov-
ered that certain hand san-
itizers contain flavors like 
chocolate or raspberry. 

These packages can be 
mistaken for food or drink 
and lead to serious health 
issues if ingested, according 
to the FDA’s warning.

Several people have al-
ready fallen ill or experi-
enced health complications 
— including cardiac issues, 
problems with the central 
nervous system and death 
— after mistakenly ingest-
ing hand sanitizer. 

“These products could 
confuse consumers into 
accidentally ingesting a po-
tentially deadly product. 
It’s dangerous to add scents 
with food flavors to hand 
sanitizers which children 
could think smells like food, 
eat and get alcohol poison-
ing,” FDA Commissioner 
Stephen M. Hahn said in 
the statement. 

Ingesting hand sanitiz-
er in any amount can have 
dangerous health effects.

The main active ingredi-
ent used in most sanitizers 
is ethanol or isopropyl alco-
hol, explained Carl Baum, 
a Yale Medicine pediatric 
emergency medicine doc-
tor.

In order for a sanitizer to 
destroy bacteria and viruses, 
it must be 60 to 70 percent 

FDA warns 
sanitizer 
packaged to 
look edible

See SANITIZER, Page 8B
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Horizon Health has re-
cruited a new team of spe-
cialist physicians to pro-
vide care in its emergency 
department.

The new physicians are 
employees of Horizon 
Health and all are board 
certified in emergency 
medicine representing a 
wide range of medical cer-
tifications, such as pediat-
rics, addiction medicine 
and toxicology. 

Their backgrounds are 
vast, including training at 
Harvard University, Indi-
ana University and service 
in the U.S. Navy.

“This is essential for the 
community,” said Anita 
Toussi, Horizon Health 
chief medical officer. 
“These talented physicians 
bring a higher level of skill 
to our emergency depart-
ment. They are 100 percent 
board certified in emergen-
cy medicine, which is new 
to our facility. This means 
our residents will receive 
the most advanced emer-
gency care available.”

Toussi said additional 
emergency services/pro-
cedures in the ER now in-
clude: Intubations and dif-
ficult airway management; 
emergency ultrasound 
imaging for traumas; place-
ment of chest tubes to help 
patients who have col-
lapsed lungs or blood/fluid 
in the lungs; removal of flu-
id around the heart; repair 
of complex lacerations; ini-
tial treatment and stability 
for fractures; and emergent 
nerve blocks for successful 
pain management

“These added services 
will help result in fewer 
transfers and allow pa-
tients to receive the care 
they need close to home,” 
said Oliver Smith, Horizon 
Health president and CEO. 
“We are pleased to wel-
come the new team to the 
Horizon Health family.”

Hospital 
recruits new 
emergency 
physicians
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“What activities are open to do next 
week? Zip-lining? Jet ski? Anyone have 
recommendations on things still open?” 
a Facebook user asks.

“Stay home,” another user replies.
The Facebook group called “What’s 

Going on St. Thomas?” has been flood-
ed with pointed, exasperated comments 
urging travelers to stay away. This is a 
marked change. Before the pandemic, 
the exchanges between vacationers and 
island residents resonated with promises 
of excitement and fun. Now, tour opera-
tors from the mainland who administer 
the Facebook page quickly try to delete 
any expressions of anger.

In nearby Puerto Rico, the friction 
has spilled into real life. Media reports 
have detailed multiple episodes in which 
tourists, having escaped pandemic re-
strictions back home, became violent 
and destroyed store merchandise after 
being asked to wear a mask.

The COVID-19 pandemic has pitted 
economic interests against public health 
guidance all across the United States. 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands feel 
this tension acutely, as both U.S. territo-

ries rely on tourism to generate revenue 
and provide jobs. Increasingly, locals 
have begun to wonder now if welcoming 
visitors to these islands is worth the risk.

Tourism represents more than half 

of the Virgin Islands’ gross domestic 
product. In Puerto Rico, the industry 
accounts for 80,000 jobs and about 6.5% 
of the island’s total economy.

PUERTO RICAN PROTESTORS SPEAK AGAINST TOURISM

Special to The Prairie Press

A demonstrator protests outside the Luis Muñoz Marín International Airport in Puerto Rico. While locals in Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands have been concerned about U.S. mainland tourists spreading COVID-19, neither territory has been able 
to close its airports. Local officials do not have the authority to do so because the federal government regulates aviation. 

Tourists toting COVID-19

See TOURISM, Page 8B

Special to The Prairie Press

Tourists wearing face masks walk down a street in Old San Juan Puerto Rico earlier 
this summer. Social media has been flooded with comments from Caribbean 
residents for tourists to stay away as the COVID-19 numbers continue to rise on 
the islands.
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But islanders are not only 
vulnerable to COVID-19’s 
economic disruptions. Res-
idents of both Puerto Rico 
and the Virgin Islands are 
diagnosed with chronic 
health conditions like diabe-
tes and cardiovascular illness 
at higher rates than in most 
U.S. states, which puts them 
at higher risk for the virus’s 
complications.

In short, the very industry 
that represents an economic 
lifeline for islanders threatens 
their ability to protect their 
health.

ONE STEP FORWARD
When COVID-19 trig-

gered alarms in late winter, 
Puerto Rico and the USVI ad-
opted strong COVID preven-
tion strategies before most 
U.S. states did.

In Puerto Rico, Gov. Wan-
da Vázquez issued an exec-
utive order March 15, effec-
tively locking down the island 
by imposing a curfew, a stay-
at-home order and business 
closures. The first coronavirus 
cases on the island were re-
ported March 13.

Similarly, Virgin Islands 
Gov. Albert Bryan Jr. issued 
executive orders prohibiting 
hotels, villas and other ac-
commodations from accept-
ing leisure guests between 
March 25 and June 1. The area 
remained open to business 
travelers, flight crews, health 
officials, emergency per-
sonnel, government guests 

SANITIZER
FROM PAGE 7B

ethanol or isopropyl alcohol.
To put this in perspective, 

Baum said, “in beverage terms 
[this] is 120 to 140 proof, 
higher than, say, vodka, which 
is around 80 proof.”

The adverse effects will vary 
depending on the amount 
consumed and the person’s 
body weight. 

Baum said significantly 
different reactions will occur 
in a 200-pound man versus a 
25-pound toddler. 

“Effects can range from the 
expected drunken state — 
vomiting, loss of control — to 
loss of consciousness and even 
death in very large, intentional 

A smaller, shorter trial 
could fail to detect important 
vaccine side effects, which 
could become apparent only 
after millions of people have 
been immunized, said Offit, 
director of the Vaccine Educa-
tion Center at Children’s Hos-

VACCINE
FROM PAGE 7B

pital of Philadelphia.
Researchers will con-

tinue to follow vaccinated 
volunteers for a full year to 
look for long-term side ef-
fects, Redfield said.

And Fauci acknowl-
edged that cutting a trial 
short could undermine 
public confidence in 
COVID vaccines. One 
American in three is un-
willing to get a COVID 
vaccine, according to a re-
cent Gallup Poll.

overdoses,” said Baum. 
Typically, a person first ex-

periences vomiting, according 
to Robert Glatter, an emer-
gency physician at Lenox Hill 
Hospital in New York City.

“The main risk associated 
with vomiting due to iso-
propyl alcohol is aspiration, 
which can lead to difficulty 
breathing and hypoxia,” Glat-
ter said. 

In the short term, acciden-
tal consumption can also lead 
to severe abdominal pain, nau-
sea and irritation to the stom-
ach lining. 

The more sanitizer ingest-
ed, the greater the health risk. 

“As the amount increases, it 
leads to confusion, sleepiness, 
difficulty breathing, drop in 
body temperature and lung 
injury leading to hypoxia and 
cardiac arrest,” Glatter said. 

Some patients may need to 
be hospitalized and receive in-
travenous (IV) fluids. 

Other patients, particular-
ly those who consume high 
amounts, may need to be intu-
bated and receive mechanical 
ventilation, Glatter added. 

Baum said although young 
children are interested in ex-

ploring — which often means 
putting things in their mouths 
— they likely would not like 
the taste of the sanitizer and 
stop after a lick or taste.

But according to Glatter, 
children have the highest risk.

Accidentally consum-
ing large amounts of alco-
hol-based hand sanitizer can 
lead to seizures and airway 
problems that may require in-
tubation. 

Some children could po-
tentially experience low blood 
sugar as a result of ethanol in-
gestion, according to Baum.

“Generally speaking, chil-
dren who ingest a taste or a 
lick of hand sanitizer are in 
no danger, but anything larg-
er than that should prompt a 
call to your state or regional 
poison control center,” said 
Baum.

For help from the Amer-
ican Association of Poison 
Control Centers, call (800) 
222-1222. 

If a child has ingested san-
itizer and seems intoxicated 
or is behaving differently, call 
911 or other local emergency 
number immediately. 

“Any child who ingests 

hand sanitizer should be eval-
uated in the emergency de-
partment,” Glatter said.

Reports have recently 
surfaced that certain hand 
sanitizers being sold contain 
methanol instead of the typi-
cal ingredients — ethanol or 
isopropyl alcohol. 

The FDA has advised 
Americans to avoid metha-
nol-based sanitizers as they 
have known toxic effects. 

Methanol can be danger-
ous not only if ingested, but 
when absorbed through the 
skin, too. 

“Methanol can be extreme-
ly toxic and can cause blind-
ness and death,” Baum said. 

Even if a person ingests 
a small amount of a metha-
nol-based product — like less 
than a third of a teaspoon — 
they should be immediately 
evaluated by a healthcare pro-
vider. 

If ingested, hand sanitizer 
can lead to serious health is-
sues, especially in children. 
Though a lick or taste should 
be OK, anything more should 
promptly be evaluated by a 
healthcare provider, health 
experts say.

and residents. According to 
a March 20 Department of 
Health update, the territo-
ry had — at that time — six 
confirmed COVID cases and 
43 pending test results.

Neither territory, however, 
was able to close its airports. 
Local officials do not have the 
authority to do so because the 
federal government regulates 
aviation.

“Part of the challenge of be-
ing a U.S. colony, in particular, 
is that, you know, we don’t 
have control over our bor-
ders,” said Hadiya Sewer, pres-
ident and co-founder of St. 
JanCo: the St John Heritage 
Collective, a cultural heritage 
preservation and land rights 
organization on the small is-
land of St. John, U.S. Virgin 
Islands.

Still, the aggressive mea-
sures — while effective — 
came at a price for residents 
like Melina Aguilar.

Before the lockdown, the 
31-year-old entrepreneur 
worked as a tour guide for Isla 
Caribe, a company she found-
ed that offers historical walk-
ing tours of Ponce, Puerto 
Rico. The stay-at-home order 
in March shut down Aguilar’s 
business for three months and 
sequestered her in her house.

Aguilar said the sacrifice 
would have been worth it if 
the island could have main-
tained control of the spread 
by closing the border and en-
forcing the 14-day quarantine 
for travelers. It didn’t work out 
that way. According to data 
from The New York Times, 
the seven-day average for cas-
es on May 1 — while Puerto 
Rico was still in lockdown — 
was 42 cases per day. On July 
1, the seven-day average was 
102 cases. By July 15, the aver-
age was 233.

REOPENING THE GATEWAY
By summer, both territo-

ries were itching to get back to 
business. With many overseas 
vacation destinations banning 
U.S. travelers, it seemed like 
the nearby mainland was full 
of beachgoers, who, after living 
under stay-at-home orders for 
months, were ready to travel 
— no passport required — to 
the sun and sand.

The U.S. Virgin Islands for-
mally welcomed tourists back 
to its shores on June 1 — with 
caveats. Travelers from coro-
navirus hot spots needed to 
submit COVID-19 test infor-
mation through an online por-
tal to receive a negative result 
certification code. Those who 
didn’t were required to quar-
antine for 14 days or until they 
had documentation of a nega-
tive test result.

But locals and tourists alike 
said COVID enforcement 
measures haven’t been con-
sistent. Capt. Matthias Bitter-
wolf, owner of Antillean Yacht 
Charters on St. Thomas, said 
he delivered a boat to Puerto 
Rico and was not allowed off 
the vessel until local police ver-
ified his COVID paperwork. 
His COVID status was not 
checked upon returning to St. 
Thomas.

The Virgin Islands’ case 
counts soon began ticking up. 
Between June and mid-July, 
the case count increased by 
more than 3,500%, according 
to a NBC news report.

Gov. Bryan responded by is-
suing other executive orders to 
regain control of the outbreak, 
including prohibiting beach 
visits after 4 p.m. and not allow-
ing patrons to stand or eat at 
bars located in restaurants. As 
of Aug. 24, the USVI had a to-
tal of 984 positive COVID-19 
cases and 11 deaths.

REUSE
the news



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2020  |  9BNEWS

Puzzles

Across
1. Chop with an ax
4. Where a bachelor lives
7. Indicates near
10. Doctors’ group
11. It’s just a number
12. Type of bread
13. Lively ballroom dance
15. Charles S. Dutton TV series
16. A way to use up
19. Singular event
21. Home of Disney World
23. Minerals
24. Most insightful
25. Consult
26. In addition
27. Agents of downfall
30. Organizations
34. Supervises flying
35. Bar bill
36. Alfalfa
41. Dish soap
45. Witnesses
46. Ancient Greek City
47. Newspaper bigwigs
50. Discuss again
54. Small group with shared 
interests
55. Support
56. Popular sportcoat fabric
57. Take hold of
59. Pre-Mayan civilization
60. Woman (French)
61. Wheeled vehicle
62. Georgia rockers
63. Cold War player (abbr.)
64. Pitching stat
65. Attempt

Down
1. Czech monetary unit
2. Arousing intense feeling
3. Elks
4. Muscular weaknesses
5. Before the present
6. Figures out
7. Infinite
 8. A low wall
 9. Silly
13. Political organization
14. Used of a number or 
amount not specified
17. Divisions of the psyche
18. Denial

20. Ancient Iranian 
person
22. Count on
27. Popular sports 
league
28. Water (French)
29. Partner to cheese
31. When you hope to 
get there
32. Angry
33. One point east of 
due south
37. Respects
38. Organize anew
39. French wine grape

CROSSWORD

40. Intrinsic nature of 
something
41. Neural structures
42. Brews
43. Where ships take on 
cargo
44. Holiday season singer
47. Shock treatment
48. Popular average
49. Products
51. A type of bear
52. Utilize
53. Old world, new
58. Swiss river

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Just when I thought the 
minister was finished, he 
turned to Matthew and read 
more scripture, then talked 
about Leo some more. By 
this time my bottom was 
uncomfortable due to the 
hard seats. I had to shift my 
weight from one leg to the 
other several times. A few 
minutes elapsed. Once again 
I thought the message was 
ending, but it didn’t.  

More scripture was read, 
this time from Luke and 
Mark. After that was thor-
oughly explained, we were 
reminded that death comes 
to all of us, and we need to 
be prepared, as Leo was. I 
felt certain the sermon was 
finished this time, but I was 
wrong. There’s something 
about Baptist ministers and 
evangelism. The scripture 
shifted to the Book of Reve-
lation. After initially stating 
that Leo’s soul was in heaven, 
the minister preached him 
there at least three more 
times, maybe four.  

I thought about my moth-
er’s funeral 20 years ago as 
I shifted my lower body for 
the umpteenth time. She had 
enjoyed a career of teaching 
school, so our family request-
ed a granddaughter to deliver 
a eulogy about her educa-
tional experiences. It required 

15 or 20 minutes and was 
most interesting. We had 
told the Baptist preacher we 
knew she was in heaven, and 
the eulogy would be about 
her career. All we requested 
from him was a prayer or 
two and the 23rd Psalm, 
and he needn’t preach her to 
heaven. Darned if he didn’t 
do it anyway, though at least 
it wasn’t long and drawn out. 
This sermon at Burnt Prairie 
was too repetitious. Once is 
enough. When finished I was 
sore, stiff and starving.

After burial, the family 
invited us to the church base-
ment for lunch. In my opin-
ion, there isn’t a restaurant 
anywhere that can top a meal 
prepared by church women, 
especially the women at rural 
churches. I fall in love with all 
of them when I eat their food.

Sadness envelops me when 
I think about the present 
older generation of women. 
They comprise the majority 
in modern churches. Who 
is going to prepare food at 
funeral dinners in the next 
generation? Will it be Mex-
ican or Indian? I won’t be 
around to worry about it, but 
young people of the future 
will never know what they 
missed.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Service is a hallmark of the 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion 4-H program, and the Illi-
nois 4-H Foundation annually 
honors longtime volunteers 
and former staff members for 
their selfless dedication to the 
Extension's youth develop-
ment program.

In 2020, 86 individuals re-
ceived the Foundation Hall 
of Fame Award, presented 
during a virtual ceremony 

Aug. 18. Each inductee re-
ceives a commemorative Hall 
of Fame medallion.

“These volunteers fully 
embody what 4-H strives to 
instill in youth,” said Angie 
Barnard, Illinois 4-H Founda-
tion executive director. “They 
are caring, dedicated, gener-
ous leaders, and the Illinois 
4-H Foundation is extremely 
proud to be able to provide 
this honor to thank them for 
their service to this wonderful 
organization.

Illinois 4-H programs 
reach nearly 200,000 youth 
each year, and more more 
than 15,000 volunteers fill 
key leadership and mentoring 
roles.

“Many volunteers have a 
tradition of 4-H in their family 
or were 4-H members them-
selves,” Barnard said. “More 
and more, though, adults new 
to the 4-H experience are see-
ing the value of the life skills 
development program and 
volunteering for the first time.”

 Locally, Megan Cash of Ed-
gar County and Jessie Crews 
of Clark County were induct-

ed into the 
2020 Hall of 
Fame.

 Cash’s 4-H 
involvement 
started as an 
adult. 

“I married 
into a 4-H 

family,” said Cash. “When my 
son became 4-H age, I talked 
to other families in our school 

Local 4-H Hall of Fame members honored at virtual ceremony
district and decided it was 
time to start a 4-H club in our 
area again.”

The result was the Shiloh 
Sparklers 4-H Club that start-
ed with just a few members 
and has grown over the years 
to more than 25 members in 
both the regular club and the 
Cloverbud Club. Cash sees 
4-H involvement as a long-
term investment for the fu-
ture.

“My dream is that when I 
see my current 4-Hers at the 
4-H Fair with their children 
someday in the future, they 
will point me out and say, 
‘Hey, that was my 4-H Lead-

er.’”
Crews was a 10-year mem-

ber of Clark County 4-H in 
her youth, 
and that ex-
perience led 
her to a ca-
reer in Exten-
sion. Before 
retiring, she 
was a Youth 
Development 

Educator for 35 years and 
served as President of the IE-
PYE Association and chair of 
the Illinois 4-H Youth Devel-
opment team. She also served 
several terms on the Illinois 
4-H Foundation.

CASH CREWS

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO — The Illi-
nois Commerce Commission 
(ICC) announced Wednes-
day, Sept. 2, several of the 
state’s regulated electric, 
natural gas, water and sewer 
utilities have once again vol-
untarily agreed to extend the 
moratorium on disconnec-
tions for residential custom-
ers. 

 The following companies 
have agreed to extend the 
moratorium on disconnec-
tions for residential custom-
ers until Sept. 30: Nicor Gas, 
Northshore/Peoples Gas, Il-
linois American Water, Aqua 
Illinois and Utility Services of 
Illinois. Ameren Illinois and 
ComEd have agreed to ex-
tend through Sept. 10. 

Consumer Gas and Lib-
erty Utilities had previous-
ly agreed to not disconnect 
customers until 6 months 
after the stipulated morato-
rium period expired, which 
occurred on June 26, taking 
them well past September. 

“Given the rise in positive 
COVID-19 cases in com-
munities across Illinois, and 
the prerequisite for residents 
to stay connected to school, 

work and family during a pan-
demic, I am pleased that sev-
eral of the state’s larger regu-
lated utilities have once again 
agreed to extend the morato-
rium on disconnections for 
residential customers,” said 
Chairman Carrie K. Zalews-
ki. “I also encourage residents 
struggling to pay their bills 
to call their utility providers 
to set up a deferred payment 
plan so that they do not lose 
service when the moratorium 
is lifted.”    

On June 18, the Commis-
sion approved the landmark 
COVID-19 utility relief stip-
ulated agreements in Docket 
No. 20-0309, which were the 
result of negotiations be-
tween 13 utility companies, 
consumer advocacy groups 
and parties. In addition to the 
moratorium on disconnec-
tion and late payment fees, 
the stipulated agreements 
provided historic consumer 
protections involving utility 
credit and collection practic-
es, deferred payment agree-
ments and temporary waivers 
of reconnection fees and new 
deposit requirements.

“The ICC is continuing to 
monitor the situation and is 
working to help residents im-
pacted by COVID-19 from 
losing access to life-saving 
utility services,” ICC Execu-
tive Director Christy George 
added.

Moratorium on residential 
disconnections extended
Several utilities 
extend deadlines to 
Sept. 10, Sept. 30
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
evelyn@prairiepress.net
patti@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

Online Only Auction
Wonda Forren & others 

Bidding opens
Monday, Sept. 7 - Monday, Sept. 21 

Begins to close at 6 p.m. (IL)
Go to calliebaber.hibid.com to register

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $70.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

FALL YARD CLEAN-UP 
Power Washing

Painting
Landscaping

Mulching
Trimming

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One item 
to a complete household. Call 
Robin today. Open Wed, Thu, Fri, 
Sat. 9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

Brocton Garage Sale
103 S Howard- Garage in Alley
 Sept 10 1pm-6pm
 Sept 11 8am- 6pm
Sept 12 8am-3pm

Antiques   
Small microwave
Household items
Home decor
Linens/pillows/rugs
New items
Ladies golf clubs
5 sets of childrens golf clubs
Brand name Boys and mens 
clothing
Ladies clothing
Shoes- coats
Nice Lake pictures
Longaberger (cheap)
Much much more

Other Sales
308 S Graham (5 families)
205 N French 

Due to Covid-19 Limited people in 
garage at one time. Sanitary pre 
cautions will be taken.
NO EARLY SALES- RAIN OR 
SHINE
BRANNICK/CRAIG

27 Briar Hill Rd - Sat 9/5, 8-12
Women’s clothing, scrubs, kids 
clothing

323 Elm St   Fri, 9/11  8 am - ?
Clothes - boys size 4
Books & lots of miscellaneous

712 E Lincoln, Chrisman IL
Friday, Sept 11  8:00 - 4:00 pm
Sat., Sept 12  8:00 - 12:00 pm
City-wide yard sales also going 
on. Home & wall decor, kitchen 
items, some holiday, small 
furniture items, women’s and 
men’s clothing.

719 Connelly St., Paris
Sept. 5 & 6
Snapper rider, lawn mower, push 
mower, almost new power washer, 
gas grill, etc.

 

Focus Workplace Management 
is currently seeking production 
personnel for a large manufactur-
er in Paris, IL. Pay up to $12.50/
Hr, up to $1,100 Bonus. 1st & 2nd 
shift available. 
Apply at www.focusjobs.com or 
call 317-314-9673

Downtown Marshall Marathon, 
105 S Michigan Ave, is hiring for 
all positions including Manager 
to work alongside our great staff. 
Applications may be picked up 
at the store. Resumes may be 

mailed to 18240 E 2150th Road, 
Marshall, IL 62441

Thiel Accounting is hiring a 
Staff Accountant for Income tax 
preparation and bookkeeping. 
Education and/or experience in 
preparing individual tax returns; 
PC & Microsoft Office skills; 
interpersonal relations skills. Mail 
resume to Dennis Thiel, PO Box 
604, Paris IL 61944 or dennis@
thielaccounting.com and include 
“resume” in subject line.

Roberts Tree Service 
Drivers License required. 
Mon-Fri 4 to 7 
217-251-1800

Carpenter Help - Some 
experience or willing to learn. Call 
217-712-0429

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

For Sale -   105 acres - 45 tillable
Large pond, house, 40x60 pole 
barn with 40x30 
3 car garage. Call  217-275-3798

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Very nice 2 bdrm apartment 
on East Lake for rent. Includes 
washer, dryer and dishwasher. 
Water, sewer and trash paid.  
$650 month plus deposit. Call 
217-466-8210

Greentrees Retirement Villa in 
Paris, IL is taking applications 
for a one bedroom apartment 
with a washer/dryer. Applicant 
must be 62 or older or 18 or older 
with a disability. Rent is based on 
income. Pet friendly! One month 
rent free. Call (309) 673-2252 for 
more information.

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV ***  
We buy/consign used Campers 
& RV’s! 217-583-4023 www.
colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

FOR SALE - Bar size Valley pool 
table, coin slot removed for home 
use $500
Campbell Huasfeld 8 gallon air 
compressor, like new $75
Mathews Switchback compound 
bow with sight quiver and  $200
Call 217-822-4036

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on August 21, 2020 a certificate 
was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

PROUSES’  SMALL  LIVESTOCK 
FARM

Located at: 17308 950 N RD, 
PARIS
Owner:    CAMERON PROUSE
Dated:      AUGUST 21, 2020

 EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 

NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on August 25, 2020 a certificate 
was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office addresses of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

TAGUE TRANSPORTATION
Located at:  433 E WOOD ST

Owner(s):    ROBERT & 
STEPHANIE TAGUE

Dated:   August 25, 2020

August H Griffin
 Edgar County Clerk

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on August 25, 2020 a certificate 
was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office addresses of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

LITTLE ANGELS DAYCARE

Located at:   433 E WOOD ST
Owner(s):     STEPHANIE TAGUE

Dated:         August 25, 2020

August H Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

              CASEY STATE BANK,  
                          Plaintiff,   
           vs.   
      TIMOTHY JAMES CAMPBELL 
        a/k/a Timothy J. Campbell, 
                TERRY CAMPBELL,          
         ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF                  
  REVENUE, UNKNOWN OWNERS        
  and  NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
 Defendants.  

                 No. 2020-CH-14

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 

(LIS PENDENS)
Notice is hereby given to Unknown 
Owners and Non-record Claimants 
that the above-entitled foreclo-
sure action was filed August 21, 
2020, and is now pending against 
you and other Defendants wherein 
Plaintiff seeks to foreclose a 
mortgage on real estate.

I. The names of all plaintiffs and 
the case number are identified 
above.

II. The court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.

AS TO COUNT I
(LOAN 114-15)

III. The name of the title holder is: 
Timothy James Campbell a/k/a 
Timothy J Campbell.
     
IV. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:

TRACT 1: The West Half of the 
South Half of Lot No. 29 in Samuel 
Utter’s Addition to the Town, now 
City, of Paris.
 
Common Address: 612 S. Central, 
Paris, IL 61944.

           PIN: 09-18-01-381-004.

TRACT 2: Lot No. 3 in Marilla 
Camerer’s Second Addition to the 
City of Paris, with the right to use 
water from the well on Lot No. 4 in 
said addition as now piped from 
said well to the dwelling on said 
Lot No. 3 with the right to enter 
upon said Lot No. 4 to repair and 
remove said pipeline or to clean 
said well.
 
Common Address: 713 W. 
Crawford, Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-02-432-011.

TRACT 3: Lots Nos. 278 and 279 in 
the Commercial Club Addition to 
the City of Paris.
 
Common Address: 1006 Douglas, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-12-111-001.

TRACT 4: Lot No. 11 in W.S. 
O’Hair’s Addition to the City of 
Paris.
 
Common Address: 1001 Wabash 
Ave., Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-12-210-009.

TRACT 5: Lot No. 121 in the 
Commercial Club Addition to the 
City of Paris.
 
Common Address: 1708 S. Central, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-12-327-009.

TRACT 6: Lot No. 51 in the 
Commercial Club Addition 
to the City of Paris, EXCEPT 
THEREFROM, a tract of ground 
described as follows to-wit: A 
parcel of land being a part of 

Lot 51 of the Commercial Club 
Addition to the City of Paris 
described as follows: Beginning 
at the Northwest corner of said 
Lot 51, also being the intersection 
of the Easterly right of way line of 
Illinois Route 1 and the Southerly 
right of way line of Garfield Street; 
thence North 86 degrees 39 
minutes 24 seconds East, 3.080 
meters (10.10 feet) along the said 
Southerly right of way line, also 
being the Northerly lot line of said 
Lot 51; thence South 49 degrees 
14 minutes 12 seconds West, 
3.949 meters (12.96 feet) to the 
Easterly right of way line of Illinois 
Route 1, also being the Westerly 
lot line of said Lot 51; thence 
North 01 degree 59 minutes 24 
seconds West, 2.400 meters (7.87 
feet) along said Westerly line to 
the point of beginning, containing 
4 square meters (43 square feet), 
more or less.

Common Address: 106 E Garfield 
St., Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-12-328-001.

TRACT 7: Part of the Southwest 
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter 
of Section 12, Township 13 North, 
Range 11 West of the 2nd P.M. in 
the Village of Vermillion described 
as beginning at a point 25 feet 
West of the Northeast Corner 
thereof; thence West along the 
North line thereof 183.5 feet to 
the Northwest Corner of Lot No. 5 
of the County Clerk’s Subdivision 
of the Southwest Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter and of that 
part of the Southeast Quarter 
of the Southwest Quarter of 
said Section 12 lying South of 
the Railroad, as shown by Plat 
of said Subdivision in Plat Book 
2, Page 365 of the Records of 
Edgar County, Illinois; thence 
South along the West line of said 
Lot No. 5, 107 feet 3 inches, more 
or less, to a stake marking the 
Northwest Corner of tract of land 
shown by survey recorded in Plat 
Book 3, Page 127 of the Records 
of Edgar County, Illinois; thence 
East apparently parallel with the 
North line of said quarter quarter 
and along the North line of the 
abovementioned surveyed tract 
169.1 feet to an iron pin; thence 
in a Northeasterly direction along 
or parallel with the Westerly line 
of Church Street in said Village, 
20.0 feet to a Drill Hole in the walk; 
thence North 87.25 feet, more 
or less, to the point of beginning 
and being approximately the 
North 107 feet 3 inches of even 
width of Lots Nos. 1 and 5 of the 
abovementioned County Clerk’s 
Subdivision.
 
Common Address: 105 Garfield 
St., Vermilion, IL 61955.

PIN: 13-19-12-351-001.

TRACT 8: Lot No. 7 in Julius A. 
Penn’s Addition to the Town, now 
City of Paris.
 
Common Address: 718 N. High, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-14-31-351-005.

TRACT 9:  Lot No. 4 of the County 
Clerk’s Subdivision of Out Lot No. 
244 to the City of Paris.
 
Common Address: 400 S. Austin, 
Paris IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-02-434-003.

TRACT 10: Lot No. 7 of the County 
Clerk’s Subdivision of Out Lot No. 
244 to the City of Paris, as shown 
by Plat of said Subdivision record-
ed in Plat Book 2, Pages 446-9. 
 
Common Address: 406 S. Austin, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-02-434-005.

TRACT 11:  A part of Out Lot No. 
244 to the City of Paris described 
as beginning at a point on the East 
line of Austin Street in said City, 58 
feet South of the intersection of 
the East line of said Austin Street 
with the North line of Crawford 
Street, where said Crawford Street 
extended West, thence South 50 
feet, thence East on a line parallel 
to said Crawford Street to a point 
12 feet West of the West line of 
the T.H. & P.R.R. Co., thence in a 
Northerly direction parallel to and 
12 feet from said West line of said 
Right of Way to a point due East of 
the beginning point, thence West 
to the point of beginning.
 
Common Address: 402 S. Austin, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-02-434-004.

TRACT 12: The South 50 feet of 
even width of Lot No. 2 in Owen S. 
Jones’ First Addition to the City of 
Paris.
 
Common Address: 506 Alexander, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-01-352-002.

V. Identification of the mortgage 
sought to be foreclosed is as 
follows:  

A. Name of mortgagors: Timothy 

James Campbell and Terry 
Campbell.
B. Name of mortgagee: Casey 
State Bank.
C. Date of mortgage: July 18, 2013.
D.Date of recording: July 18, 2013. 
E.County where recorded: Edgar 
County, Illinois.
F.Recording document informa-
tion: Document #201300001559.

AS TO COUNT II
(LOAN 114-30)

III.  The name of the title holder is: 
Timothy James Campbell a/k/a 
Timothy J Campbell.
     
IV. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:

TRACT 13:  Lots Nos. 14 and 15 in 
Owen S. Jones Second Addition to 
the City of Paris.
 
Common Address: 211 Moss, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-01-204-015 and 
09-18-01-204-016.

TRACT 14: A part of Out Lot No. 
252 to the City of Paris, described 
as beginning at the intersection 
of the East line of Marshall Street 
and the North line of Adams Street 
in said City, thence North along 
the East line of Marshall Street 50 
feet, thence East 147 feet, thence 
South parallel with the East line of 
said Marshall Street to the North 
line of said Adams Street, thence 
West to the place of beginning.
 
Common Address: 1014 Marshall 
St., Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-12-205-001.

TRACT 15: Part of Lot No. 38 
in Johnathan Young’s Addition 
to the City of Paris described 
as beginning at the Northwest 
Corner thereof; thence South 
along the West side of said Lot, 50 
feet; thence East parallel with the 
North line thereof, 50 feet; thence 
North 50 feet to the North line of 
said Lot; thence West along the 
North line thereof, 50 feet to the 
place of beginning.

Common Address: 416 O’Kalla, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-13-36-479-007.

V. Identification of the mortgage 
sought to be foreclosed is as 
follows:  

A. Name of mortgagor: Timothy J. 
Campbell.
B. Name of mortgagee: Casey 
State Bank.
C.Date of mortgage: April 2, 2014.
D. Date of recording: April 2, 2014.
E. County where recorded: Edgar 
County, Illinois.
F. Recording document informa-
tion: Document #201400000562.

AS TO COUNT III
(LOAN 114-60)

III. The name of the title holder is: 
Timothy James Campbell a/k/a 
Timothy J Campbell.
     
IV. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:

TRACT 16: Out Lot No. 99 to the 
City of Paris, Illinois, described as 
beginning 18 rods and 15 ½ links 
East of the Southwest corner of 
the Northwest Quarter of Section 
1, Township 13 North, Range 12 
West; thence North 13 rods and 4 
links; thence East 55 feet; thence 
South 13 rods 4 links; thence West 
55 feet to the place of beginning; 
ALSO, the East 5 feet of even 
width of Out Lot No. 98 to the City 
of Paris.
 
Common Address: 424 Court, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-01-156-005.

TRACT 17: A part of Lots Nos. 
1 and 2 of the County Clerk’s 
Subdivision of Lots Nos. 10 and 
11 in James B. Crawford’s Addition 
to the Town, now City, of Paris, 
described as beginning at a point 
in the East line of said Lot No. 1 
of said Subdivision 50 feet South 
of the Northeast corner thereof, 
thence South along the East line 
of said Lot 76 feet, thence West 
60 feet to the West line of said Lot 
No. 1, thence North 26 feet, thence 
West 60 feet to the West line of 
said Lot No. 2, thence North 50 
feet, thence East 120 feet to the 
place of beginning.

Common Address: 205 Monterey, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-01-404-013.

V. Identification of the mortgage 
sought to be foreclosed is as 
follows:  

A. Name of mortgagor: Timothy J. 
Campbell.
B.Name of mortgagee: Casey 
State Bank.
C.Date of mortgage: September 
26,2017.
D.Date of recording: September 
26, 2017.
E.County where recorded: Edgar 

County, Illinois.
F.Recording document informa-
tion: Document #2017-00001785.

AS TO COUNT IV
(LOAN 114-45)

III.  The name of the title holder is: 
Timothy James Campbell a/k/a 
Timothy J Campbell.
     
IV. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:

TRACT 18: Out Lot No. 216 to 
the City of Paris, as shown by the 
re-recorded plat thereof in Volume 
94, Pages 1 to 14 inclusive, of the 
Deed Records of Edgar County, 
Illinois.

Common Address: 413 N. 
Jefferson, Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-02-233-003.

TRACT 19: A part of Lot No. 4 in 
S. K. Hunter’s Addition to the City 
of Paris described as beginning 
at the Southwest corner, thereof, 
thence in a Northerly direction 
along the Westerly line of said 
Lot, 70 feet 4 inches, thence in 
an Easterly direction parallel with 
the South line of said Lot to the 
East line thereof, thence South 
along the East line thereof to the 
Southeast corner of said Lot, 
thence West along the South line 
thereof to the place of beginning.

Common Address: 118 Bayard, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-01-429-003.

V. Identification of the mortgage 
sought to be foreclosed is as 
follows:  

A. Name of mortgagor: Timothy J. 
Campbell.
B. Name of mortgagee: Casey 
State Bank.
C. Date of mortgage: February 19, 
2015.
D. Date of recording: February 19, 
2015.
E. County where recorded: Edgar 
County, Illinois.
F.Recording document 
information: Document 
#2015-00000301.

AS TO COUNT V
(LOAN 114-40)

 
III. The name of the title holder is: 
Timothy James Campbell a/k/a 
Timothy J Campbell.
     
IV. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:

TRACT 20:  Lot No. 18 in 
Sutherland and Others’ Addition 
to the City of Paris. 

Common Address: 412 N. 
Jefferson, Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-01-103-002.

TRACT 21:  Out Lot No. 80 to 
the City of Paris as shown by 
the re-recorded Plat of said Out 
Lots in Volume 94, pages 1 to 14 
inclusive, of the Deed Records of 
Edgar County, Illinois, EXCEPT the 
North 5 feet of the East 145 feet of 
even width thereof.  

Common Address: 515 N. Central, 
Paris, IL 61944.

PIN: 09-18-01-127-010.

V. Identification of the mortgage 
sought to be foreclosed is as 
follows:  

A. Name of mortgagor: Timothy J. 
Campbell.
B. Name of mortgagee: Casey 
State Bank.
C. Date of mortgage: September 
26, 2014.
D. Date of recording: September 
26, 2014.
E. County where recorded: Edgar 
County, Illinois.
F. Recording document informa-
tion: Document #2014-00001982.

The Unknown Owners and 
Non-record Claimants are to be 
served by this publication. You are 
further notified that unless you, 
on or before September 28, 2020, 
appear in defense of said suit, a 
Default Judgment may be entered 
against you. 

James Richard Myers
Attorney for Casey State Bank
Law Group of Illinois Ltd
303 South Seventh, Box 399
Vandalia, IL 62471
Telephone: 618-283-3034
Email: myers@lawgroupltd.com
Regis. #06225705
File #9829.61111 against you. 

James Richard Myers
Attorney for Casey State Bank
Law Group of Illinois Ltd
303 South Seventh, Box 399
Vandalia, IL 62471
Telephone: 618-283-3034
Email: myers@lawgroupltd.com
Regis. #06225705
File #9829.61111

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes

Gas Service Schedule Ill. C. C. 
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To the Gas Patrons of
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 

Ameren Illinois:
 

Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on August 5, 2020, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC or Commission) 
evidence (direct testimony) 
regarding the reconciliation of rev-
enues collected from its gas cus-
tomers under the Company’s Gas 
Energy Efficiency and Demand 
Response Cost Recovery (GER) 
Rider, with actual and prudent 
associated costs from January 1, 
2019 through December 31, 2019.  
This reconciliation may result 
in changes to the Company’s 
rates and charges with respect 
to gas delivery services in the 
Company’s service area in Illinois.  
The changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings and 
after the Commission issues its 
final Order.

The Commission docketed the 
filing as Docket No. 20-0253.  A 

copy of the evidence may be in-
spected at Ameren Illinois’ offices 
located at 300 Liberty Street, 
Peoria, Illinois or online at www.
icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.

All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.
 
  

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property currently 
stored in Unit #40 of Big T 
Storage LLC located at Cherry 
Point Street, Paris IL 61944 rented 
to Gina Unger shall be sold or 
otherwise disposed of pursuant 
to the Self Storage Facility Act on 
September 19, 2020 at 10:00 am. 
at the above location.

Jones & Griffin Law Offices, P. C. is seeking to 
fill the position of administrative/personal assistant. 
The successful applicant will be a motivated, critical 
thinker who possesses strong communication skills 
and is a proficient typist.  The firm focuses on wills & 
trusts, estate & trust administration, and real estate 
law. Experience with Microsoft Word required; experi-
ence with Microsoft Excel preferred.  Compensation 
commensurate with experience, skills, and aptitude; 
health care benefits negotiable.  This is an opportuni-
ty to create a career, not just a job.  Cover letter and 
resume (including educational background, work ex-

perience, and references) should be mailed to 
P.O. Box 8, Paris, IL 61944.  

No phone calls/walk-ins regarding this position.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

For the ninth consecutive 
year, EnerStar Electric Co-
operative has been awarded 
the CoBank Sharing Success 
matching grant. 

The grant’s purpose is to 
help cooperatives support 
causes and organizations im-
portant to the communities 
they serve. Because of the addi-
tional financial burdens faced 
by schools due to COVID-19, 
this year’s recipients are the 
following schools: Paris Crest-
wood, Kansas, Oakland, Chris-
man, Shiloh, Martinsville and 
Marshall. 

CoBank, a non-profit, coop-
eratively owned bank, assists 
rural America with financial 
services to agribusiness and ru-
ral electricity, water and com-
munication providers in all 50 
states. 

CoBank matches contri-
butions by its cooperative 
members to the charitable or-
ganizations of their choice on 
a dollar-for-dollar basis up to 
$10,000. The charitable orga-
nizations must be established 
as a non-profit under section 
501(c)3 of the Internal Reve-
nue Service code. Other po-
tentially eligible organizations 

include schools, churches and 
government organizations — 
if the donation serves a public 
purpose and is consistent with 
the program’s purpose and 
guidelines.

Because of grant restrictions 
with a limit of four awards — 
to fund more schools through-
out the EnerStar service ter-
ritory — as one of the grant 
recipients, the Edgar County 
Community Foundation 
was awarded $11,428.58 and 
stepped in to distribute the 
funds to the four Edgar Coun-
ty schools. 

“We could not have accom-
plished our goals if they were 
not so willing to help out,” 
said EnerStar’s Angela Griffin, 
Vice President of Utility Ser-
vices. Each school received 
$2,857.14, she announced.

“Because of the COVID 
pandemic, our schools were 
required to purchase items out-
side their normal budget. I am 
proud that EnerStar was able to 
assist to help keep our area chil-
dren, educators, and staff safe,” 
said Griffin. She explained as 
a not-for-profit electric coop-
erative, EnerStar is guided by 
seven cooperative principles, 
which include “Cooperation 
among Cooperatives” and 

“Concern for Community.”
Griffin emphasized Ener-

Star is proud to be a part of 
the CoBank Sharing Success 
program.

Through these grants, they 
have been able to assist several 
worthwhile organizations over 
the years, she noted. 

Past recipients include the 
food pantries in Edgar Coun-
ty, Chrisman, Marshall and 
Martinsville; the Edgar Coun-
ty and Clark County Sher-
iff Departments; the Clark 
County Park District and the 
Twin Lakes All-Ability Play-
ground; the Human Resourc-
es Center of Edgar and Clark 
County; the University of 
Illinois Extension Service in 
Edgar and Clark County and 
the Paris High School Con-
struction Project.

EnerStar Electric Cooper-
ative is committed to provid-
ing superior service based on 
four core principles: integrity, 
accountability, innovation, 
and commitment to commu-
nity. The co-op serves more 
than 5,250 meters over 1,492 
miles of line in parts of Clark, 
Coles, Douglas, Edgar, and 
Vermilion counties. For more 
information visit www.ener-
star.com.

EnerStar, CoBank and ECCF distribute grants to area schools

Special to The Prairie Press

EnerStar Electric Cooperative was awarded the CoBank Sharing Success matching grant. Because 
of grant restrictions, the Edgar County Community Foundation (ECCF), stepped in to distribute 
funds to four Edgar County schools: Shiloh, Chrisman, Kansas and Paris Crestwood. Presenting a 
check to Crestwood is ECCF Board Member William Minnis, EnerStar Board Member Thad Martin, 
Crestwood Superintendent Danette Young and ECCF Board Members Warren Sperry and Scott 
Ingrum. Crestwood received $2,857.15 to assist with the additional financial burdens faced by 
schools due to COVID-19. 

Special to The Prairie Press

EnerStar Electric Cooperative was awarded the CoBank Sharing Success matching grant. Because 
of grant restrictions, the Edgar County Community Foundation (ECCF), stepped in to distribute 
$11,428.58 in grant funds to four Edgar County schools: Shiloh, Chrisman, Kansas, and Paris 
Crestwood. Each school received $2,857.14 to assist the additional financial burdens faced by 
schools due to COVID-19. EnerStar’s Angela Griffin (center) presents the ECCF check to ECCF 
board members, from left, Warren Sperry, Doug Hasler and Christian Colvin.

Special to The Prairie Press

EnerStar Electric Cooperative was awarded the CoBank Sharing Success matching grant. Because 
of grant restrictions, the Edgar County Community Foundation (ECCF) stepped in to distribute 
funds to four Edgar County schools: Shiloh, Chrisman, Kansas and Crestwood. Presenting a check 
to Chrisman schools is ECCF director of development Warren Sperry, Chrisman principal Cole Hu-
ber, ECCF board member Bob Morris and EnerStar board member Kevin Julian. Chrisman received 
$2,857.14 to assist with the additional financial burdens faced by schools due to COVID-19.

Special to The Prairie Press

EnerStar Electric Cooperative was awarded the CoBank Sharing Success matching grant. Because 
of grant restrictions, the Edgar County Community Foundation (ECCF) stepped in to distribute 
funds to four Edgar County schools: Shiloh, Chrisman, Kansas and Crestwood. Presenting a check 
to Kansas schools is EnerStar board member John Fell, Kansas principal Cindy Spencer, ECCF 
and Kansas board member Matt Ehlers and ECCF director of development Warren Sperry. Kansas 
schools received $2,857.15 to assist with the additional financial burdens faced by schools due to 
COVID-19.

Special to The Prairie Press

EnerStar Electric Cooperative was awarded the CoBank Sharing Success matching grant. Because 
of grant restrictions, the Edgar County Community Foundation (ECCF) stepped in to distribute 
funds to four Edgar County schools: Shiloh, Chrisman, Kansas and Crestwood. Presenting a check 
to Shiloh schools is ECCF director of development Warren Sperry and ECCF board member Renee 
Craig, Superintendent Allen Hall and EnerStar board member Dale English. Shiloh schools re-
ceived $2,857.14 to assist with the additional financial burdens faced by schools due to COVID-19.

Special to The Prairie Press

For the ninth consecutive year, EnerStar Electric Cooperative has been awarded the CoBank 
Sharing Success matching grant. The grant’s purpose is to help cooperatives support causes 
and organizations important to the communities they serve. Because of the additional financial 
burdens faced by schools due to COVID-19, the cooperative was able to donate $2,857.14 to the 
following schools: Paris Crestwood, Kansas, Oakland, Chrisman, Shiloh, Martinsville and Mar-
shall.  Accepting for Oakland schools is Superintendent Lance Landeck, left, from Enerstar Board 
Member Jeff Zimmerman.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DANVILLE — Danville 
Area Community College’s 
Corporate Education is of-
fering Emergency Medical 

Responder (EMR) training 
Sept. 9-Nov. 4, on Monday 
and Wednesday from 6 -10 
p.m. at the DACC Bremer 
Conference Center.

Emergency Medical Re-

DACC offering Emergency Medical Responder training
sponders are individuals who 
have been trained to handle 
medical emergencies. These 
emergencies may range from 
an accident that happened 
in traffic, a highway accident 
or even a natural disaster. An 
EMR may need to perform 
basic life support in the form 
of CPR or other first aid to 
help stabilize a victim. An 
EMR can be a police officer, 
firefighter or anyone who 

requires supplemental medi-
cal training beyond standard 
first aid. An EMR does not 
replace Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMTs). Rather, 
the EMR may stabilize a per-
son and keep them alive or 
calm to wait for the arrival of 
EMTs.  

Registration fee is $300 per 
person. For more information 
or to register contact 217-443-
8777 or email cce@dacc.edu.

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848
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Decatur Earthmover

Credit Union
Thanking all the essential
workers for all your service
throughout this year.

Discover the Credit Union Difference at decu.com

1-800-879-3212 1-800-454-4055

www.sarahbush.org

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Thank you 
to our 

essential 
workers.  

We appreciate 
everything 

you do!

Thank you to our 

Essential HeroesEssential Heroes

CALL US TODAY AT 
844-718-1882

to schedule your ride

Thank youThank you
EssentialEssential
WorkersWorkers

 (217) 463-1699 
402 West Jasper St. Paris, IL

Howard Tyler, Sales Manager

Thank you 
Essential Workers!

1011 N. Main St.•217-465-5376

Church Insurance Agency   Church Insurance Agency   
217-465-4022

116 E. Court St., P.O. Box 607 • Paris, Illinois 61944

Thank you
to all the essential 
workers for their 

hard work!

545 N. 9th St. Clinton, IN 765-832-3130

Serving the finest food in “Little Italy Town”

Join us for 
lunch or dinner!

MON-SAT   
11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

BEST ITALIAN BEEF IN THE WABASH VALLEY!

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  

Paris, IL 

to all to all 
essential essential 
workersworkers

We appreciate
your hard work!

THANK YOUTHANK YOU

To the healthcare teams and frontline workers looking out for 
this community, we appreciate you and all that you do!

Edgar County Circuit Clerk Angie Barrett and Staff

Thank you 
to our 

local Heroes!
217-463-4155  

 701 S. Main St.•Paris, IL

Dr. Jeffrey D. Staley-Henne D.M.D.

1120 N. Main St.
Paris, Illinois 61944

(217) 465 – 8402

Thank you to all essential workers

www.FFBT.com
Member FDIC

to our
Edgar County  

Heros at work!

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N. Main St., Paris

(217) 465-8585
www.terryelston.net

 EssentialEssential  Workers!Workers!
to all

$236

$59
2.6 X 1.3

10.5 X 2.5

Edgar County Assessment Office
Deena, Wanda, David, Kathy and Nancy

To our Essential Employees

To all those who have kept our local To all those who have kept our local 
economy going, took care of the sick, economy going, took care of the sick, 

taught our children, a heartfelt taught our children, a heartfelt 

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!  
You kept us all going! 

Kansas/Mays Station
3240 IL HWY 16 • Kansas, IL 61933

217-948-5739

Farmers
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